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* Dégr Olga:

. - gsul 1s in Sown now and slthough this week will be
around ths c¢lock for both of us, especially him, gettlng the paper
to press, and thut mesnrs of course that all the center's respons-
1bility will remsin on the intellestuals 1f we want that € pp
(They arecoming out & week in advance oi' us with & pp Ox12 se I
dare say the}r great profounditlee will have to be told in telegraphic
17 not sign language)--nevertheless I can taxe 2 minutes off to . y
write on snother malter,

It dawned upon me that rather than start in Det, in
rall with the lectures on %he book, I would llxe to stari in W.Va,
The faot that Det. is in a nsrrow llr not trade unlonlat) frame of
mind 4is the least reason for that consideratlon. The truth is
thet objectively as far back as 1947 when we sstablighed oursglves
in W.Va. we sald 1t waa the key place %o the mcat revolutlonary
and- btaslc proletariat &z well as to the studenie on the hill, * We
.fought the SWP who wanted to marge it lnto P'gh. juat because wuteel
18 supposed to be more basic and P'gh, an urban territory wnile ,
- ‘Beott!s Hun-was %rural®, We tried keeping contedti both with studente-

end professors and through 1950 did. Then acmehow Frank lost the :

gtudents and profesgors altogether and his work among the rminers.
wae of such an elite (if not dictatorial) top thet you know what
there wae when there caime, . -

. Well, hera 1% 1s 1955, We are finslly trying to ragain
_the contliautty with Marxiem we lost in 1951, In that we are not
just. regaining something lost, we are leeping ahead in 1l)firat. and
forsnost reinterpretlng Marxlam for our generation, for cur age, -for-
our country, and for the world, 2)from‘'a level--Abaclule Ideav-i -
never had exceg} in ‘tha most general terms and that eolely in the

hands of Marx himeel? and Lenin himgelf, and 3)doing something that
ot oven these founders could for they did not live in our age, and
that is taking up the book with the public before the author ever
lays hands %o it which of courge means that when she does it will
be a collective work in the highest sense and »eady to be rochecked
by whnt masgas we have contucet with befere publicsher. HNow for such
a high Journey of dlscovery someone who has a greep o»f what 1s
involved snd does not take it as “an extra mesting" ls the one who
dpuld lay the groundwork, *hat scmeone or comeones 1s you and Andy,

If ycu two gave yourgelf g few woeke to look around and
talk around--gnd dld se by aot meking a separation betieen worker
and intellectual~-do you suppose you could write 1n a conerete report
to REB paying you wish it started in W,Va, for these concretereasons,
that is to say, chese c¢oncrete people who wish to spend two week-ends
in thig gerious way. It may be that you whkll Te losing out on the
university because they mcy have already ended thelr sgeaaon and the
rul) does not begin till too late te walt for us to influence a
decislon., But you may have some contactg you can reach regardless
of semesters. In any caae let me xnow, Flck your own date, say,
8ept,15 or Oct. 1 for starting, a month before then #or workigg 1t
out fully, but 3 weeks now for ghle prelimlnary report. I would
1ike to have that for exsmple the middle of July sc ae 10 conslder

1t in Auazust when I will have my one weex to make up these 4 lecturea.fff

Let's get your immedlate reactlons too,
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