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“PART IV: THE PROBLEM OF OUR DAY
" STATE ,“P1mALxsm VS, FHEEDOM

Chapter Ti RUSSIAN STA*E CAPITALISN vs. WORKERS REVOLT

As. Ths First Five Year Plang

The f1r5tfﬁ1vo Yoar Plan warn introduced in vclobor 1926,
sbhortly after Etilin cawme out the Lomn¢ete victor over all tand—
IenéL;s in the Hussian Communiat “arty whichi had besn unloosed with
Len;n s death and whici ended with the exile of Trotsky,*and the
:‘gfpﬁlgtan and ilopcisonnent of tue Left Opposition,

ror a brief momeat —- ths first few wonths of tha P;an,

.”the vorkers wero entluisinzty c over tbe end of tha EEP and‘the

,commissions uera still func ioning ahd benerally favored uorxers
‘1ufth9=tight-with wanagement. On January 5, 1929, for axauspla,

—ru—-l-lﬁhu/ —
e e T

- Trotsky was the first to propose the Plan whila Stalin-Bukbarin

;mazutairud that Russis nends no plan, that it canm raach vocialiam
."at a snatl's pace,”" DBut Trot;ky was no soonor expelled than the
_Plan Jas introduced. Nut all this is beside the point, for we
 ar0 now dealing with plan i{n action and it was Stalin wlio put

1nto action and ereated an cujuctive base for it. 7To the extont

that Trotsky clung to the Plon, to that oxtent he was in actuality

the prironmer of Stalin's Plan,




Eggg_ﬁé_hLLL_, organ of tha Council of Labof and Defeuse, emphasized
that niocauwork rutes are subjoct to the approval or tho uorkera
Conflict Commissiou but that tha rmsponsi ility for fulrilliﬁg

" the rinancxal program yraestod exclusively with monabument. That
Assuo. of the puulicatial al=zo reports that it is an ordinary"

occurrencn for workors dismissad by wanagement to Lo reinstated
) 4

by'éha_labur inspacter. A now decveo, on Januarywbelth, however,

madé”uppkérs rospoasibls for danaged geods. Tho State Planners
ordereﬁ-the Five Year Plan compiafed in Four. This became the
rsharp divlsion po nt boetweon plaﬂnpr and worker.

J EFrom than on, the exacution of the state Plan turned inte
'au andless battle between the State plunna“s and thair “opreuent-
' at1ves at the point of production, aud the workers. Two
'i'untngonistic planq, inherant ln cap!tuli-t production, cane to
fthgufora.

‘The State Rlanne;s callied 1929 *"the year of‘daciaion #nd
trénsforméfioq." That was cartﬁinly fact. The appearance of -
orkers ' resistauce to tQB State Plan was mot by subsfttuting, for
workers praduction conforencas with Lhoir conflict commissions,
.production conferances of'dngineers and manggers, presided over
by the poiiticians. At the sém@ ttﬁe, trials of professional
personnel began. Some Gosplaa officlals wore charged';ith
"wreckhing" ahd wo nad the first foretaste of that distinctive
eture of state capitalisa --- nass confesslons and rocantations.
This firat minor spectacle was lost upon the world
because of the 1929 crash whileh amade each look to his own country,
The vorld crisis, in turn, adverseiy affected tue I ice
RuNsiai wileat coulq command on the world market for which they

wented ¢t buy tractors.  This was crucial for the Plan sinco
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tractorix were not anufa;turad rapidl} envugh in Russia  to take
the place of draft animals., Not only that. The paaannts‘
rasistauce to ooilectivization was such mass slaughter of animals
thnt Ruesin hna‘not‘rocovpred to this day,.

A8 in the case of the fﬁming, wbich Russia nsver admittod,
they flwﬁt.rovoziﬁd the exteunt of the slaughter of anim#ls in 1934

in Stal;n's Report to the 17¢th Cougresg of the RCF, thus:

i

¥illizas of Head 192¢ 1932
Horsed 33.9 . 19.6
large Horned cattle 70.5 - ho,y
. She=ep and goa:=' 14,7 - 52,0
_mgs‘ ' ' 26.6 1.6

ruThnru wa- such, havoc on the countryside that the harvest declinnd

ﬂffrom 53.5 millton tons to ?Q million tans in t!Sl 1931.

Workors bocnmo reatiers, Lhe state hit back and, in -930,
‘linstructod laboxr exchanges to put workers who.leave Jobs on their
.own initiative on a "special list." That blackliat_deprivod the-
worker of unempioyment compensation, By October 9th, unemploy;
ment was declarsd "abolished™ and unemployment compensation was
etopped iltqgathér. It becawe obligatory for factory directors
to 1ﬁaart_1nto the warkar's paybook, the rossons for his dismiszsal,
But nothir~ could stop the labor turnover, By the end of the
First Five Year Plan, it had reached the staggering figure of
852 percunt, Thereupon they pasaod a nevw decreot
. "To ordar that a worker bLe dismissed from the
survices of a factory establishment even in thoe case
of one day's absentecism from work without sufficlant
reasons and be deprived of the food-znd-goods card is~
sued %o him as a member of the staff of the factory
or sstablishmant and also of the use of the lodgings

whizh allowed to him in the houses belonging to the
factory or establishment,"
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Planﬁor and workxer had reached opposite sides of the

onuction perspsctive. Am AT atage directed, the Soviet theor-
otioian-politlcinns followed tne footsteps of clasaical political
ononoay whosa theury, Marx statad, was to
"Accumulate, accumulate! That 1s Moses and

the prophetsl....Accumulation for accumulation®s sake,

production for production®s sekej by thbés formula :

ciassical economy exprassed the historical mission

of the bourgeolsle and did not for & singlo instant

dnoiovo itnelf over tha birth-throes of wealth."

Neither did Stalin docieva himgalf. He was more ruthlass
bocluuo wo 11ve in the ago of etate capitalism, While the basic
problam uvoryuhere in tha werld now is labor productivity ~~ how

.%o get workprs to vork more -~ nowliere is it more 2o than ;n a
tptalitarian st@ta.- Which 1s why 1% is totalitarian.
-§2£$aléh$_nﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁl£ﬂl er - “Upon what meat hath this our

Caasar fod

hat he has grown'so great??

--Shakaspeare, Juljus Cacsar

In tracing the historyn$f primitive accumulation, Marx
concluded that "The only part of the sv~callel sational woealth ‘
that ;ctually enters into the collective possessions of modern
peoples is their knational debt." Never was this truer than in
the caza ¢f Russia where ths whole cost of industrialization and
militaxization bas bemn borne by the people through that ingenious
schome kncwn as the"turnover tux,® The manner of raising the
Stute Troasury to pay for The Plan appeared in an tonocent
encugh gu}se. Cn Docamber 5, 1529, the Central Committee of the
RCP passed the following resolution: "To instruct the Peoples

Commissariat of Finance and Suprowme Council of National Economy

xto draw up a system of taxation and governmént on the principle
of a single tax on profits.” 11981




-stato budget, and (a) a turnover tax which compriaod 60 to

at auffiees to finance all industrta;ization and militarization,

a 90 par cent turnover tax increasos tha sales price ;gngglg

“:honvy 1ndustry and hanviast ‘on brend and agricultural produco.

7To got the fu11 significnnce of the turnover tax, 1at us consider

cost of the bresd =- including productidh, distribution transport-

-5~

The "aingla tax on profits” turned out to have two segtlions}

i) a tax on profits which comprisad nine to 1z per cont of the

ge

por cent of the budget. 1t is the lattor #fax which L= cruciui for

Cantrary to the usual sales tax, which is a fixed percentage of
khe bgsa price of the ccmmndity, the turnover tax i3 2 fixed
perqeptﬁge of tne total =mies value of merchandlse, including the
amount of tax. In plain language, this means that whercas a 90

pir cont salss tax raises the price of merchuandise %0 parcent,

Thc turnover tnx is unevonly epplied, going 1ightaot on

bow i1t affects thet single commodity which 1s the stalf of 1life
for & ﬁusaian‘vorker—-- bread. The prolestarian, in paying af

ruble for his kilo of black bread, pays 25 kopeks for the actual

ation and doli@éry - the remaining 75 kopeks of that ruble goes’

to the State as turnover tax, Thia is the meat of what thoy call
<“sqoialist accumulation." There was such chaos in the city and

in the country -- tho prices skyrocketed so ~-- that the worker was
foced with mciual starvation, To assurs the manual laborers getting

at least sufficient to be able to work at all, rationing was intro~
duccd, .

The division point betweon plannaxs and workers was
coming to a broaking point., Stalin, as usual, didn"t flinch from

taking the wost exfreme stops away from the worlkars. ¥ar from

of industrialization that was the ) A

11982
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.Tesult ‘of tha alogin of the Five Yeaf Plan 1n.Fou}, he now declarad
'anlincrqgsed tompo -in creating Q new"industrial and tecbnical
intolligchtsia".to help baar”donn upvn the workar,. 'He may not
have been wory brill ant but he aas vory - specific and tirelessly
rephtitious on uhat.thass "New Gonditions, New Tasks" weres

i) It was ﬁacessnry *to end.dep;rsonallnmtion“ by
displaying "the maximum care for tha'spacialists, epgineers and

technicians,”

Z) It was necessary to be done with the foolishnoss of

“Waqualitarianism," "Better pay for bettor work."

e 3) It was nécoaaafy.té stop tho "1nstub111tylhf41ibor o
l_in industry 3. A graater differentiation muat boe made. batwaan sk
ukillcd and unskilled and "wngas must be organired in a new wnyn

L) Buliﬂess nccouuting must be introduced and an 1ncronso

‘acqumulntion and a 1owar1ng ot production consts. achioved,
"Such"donfiuued Stalin, in his address to the confererice -
industrial wanagers on Jure 23, 1931, “are the new conditions
of the develvpwent of industry, demandiﬁg new methods of work and
methods of leadership in ocur economic construction,"

Although this was baing done with great deliberation and
consciousness, left no one assign omniputence to Stalin. Thero 13.
no doubt that he was making a conscious effort to create Yleadors,"
"managers,"” fmrkxzkikBE® "organirers" -- in a word, bosses, As
& matter of fact, ithbwas not goiﬁg to work guite as he had
envisicned it for four more years when he is finally able o create

an aristocracy of labor through piece-work and the ereation of

Stakhanovism, What was true waz that he was ks bwecoming cone

scious of his "missionY and his iron will wag'tho ﬁintféstaﬁlgn
I
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of the oogsgtgvg drive of the induptrial deyelopment.
. . The Firlt Yivo Year Pimn onddd with actual famine cond-~
1ttons on the countrystde where Stalin was ousy 'liquidating‘tho

kulak es o class"; a mass of auch rebellious workers taat the

labor turnoonr in 1932 was 1572 per centj the beginnings of a new

class called "the industrial and tochoicai intelligentsia.n
"While we can oasily dismiss the fantastic claims of accomplishe
- mants of 1ndustr1&115ahion (sao statistical abstract at end of
ohnptor), while mexe unplennad—~-for things happened than, thoza
hich were. plannod; the one thing that is certain beyond: tbo
,poradvonture of a doubt was tho gi;ggﬁ;gn in wittch the economy

wns dovolopins, the sconcmic structure that was ovolving out of

'Zito 1aw of motlion was the zame one tba‘ waz so profoundly summar-
vftzodzby narx when he divided up the wholo national economy 1nto
,?tuo, and only two, sager depnrtmonts of productlon -~ means of A
' produotion and weans of consumption, with this aostraotion,
ho was onablod to show that the law of crisis of capitalism was
, that 1t was constantly devoloping machinas at the expense of
workers, There was a continuous propondoranco of means of pro-
dustion over means of oohﬁumption. What Marx showed as abstract
theory of gapisalist developmen’ d& turned out to be the axact
direction of the wholo Russian economy. The Planners proudly
paraded the relatiopshiy achievad betwsen these two dspartments
during the First Tive Year Plang
1928
Means =f production L g
Means of coasumption 55.7
On the borirou is the social physiognom

class which Rakovsky, back in 1930, had called "the singular class

11384

L Lo P S L




resting on the =ingular farm-bf private property, state power,"

Its specific contribution to capitalist production in generals

Forcsd labor camps , the product of the Second Five Year Pian.

B. "THEF SECOND FIVE YEAK PLAN: JThe Ong-Pazty. State Tekes Tull Yot~
slitarian Shave and Completes tha
Sountar-Revolutign .

"Aasume & curtaln mode of production...."
~eK, Marg

i_sss_um.&ma.
Nhnrc, boforo, we wara traring the direction of the
-kjkuaslnn oooncmy along the traditional 11no of any capitalism,
o whﬂt]xresta us.in the Secound Five Yaar Plan is new, That Her-
1 1r1f1c concommitnnt of atato capital;am'fn forced lﬁhor camps.--
‘makon its ftrat appaarance in a modern induastrial énoiétyrinei§33. -
In-Juno of that yeh g the Commiasarint of Labor‘wns abolished -
and the trnde unions wore 1ucorporated as ﬁart of the State
nachine;y. Five weaks lator, on August 1, 1933, wnder the
suphimiﬁtic title of the "Lub;r Corroctive Code, we find “isted,
as "ﬁiaces of deteation"i “Gorfective coloﬁias, factory colonies,

agirioultural colonles, colonies of wass work and penalty coloniéa."

The purpuzel YFactory colonies are orgsiiized for the purpose of

inculgating labor habits," By July 10, 1954, NKVD is created to
take the place of 0GPU, with theo additional duty of forming
"Department of Ccrroctional ;nd Labor Camps and labor Sattlement.,."
on October 27, 1934, it is supplementad by a Resalution of the
Central Executive\committee and Coﬁncil of Peoples Commissars,

as followsi "All Corwection ins=titutions (prisons, isolators,

correction colonies and the bureaus of cormection work without

y | L}
deprivation of freadom} which are at present managed by the {iﬁgﬁﬁ%
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_'éommisauriat of Jﬁstice oftaach constituent Hepublic, are to be
trunafo;ﬁed to the competence of the Paoplas'-Commiaﬁarilt for
Taternal Affairs and its local organa." ‘

. The 'commlasariat‘of Justice" is nothing other than.tho
GPU which hams been transformod inteo tho Coamlswariat for Internal
Affairs (NXVD) so that from fNow ‘ol1, party purges, arrests sxile
and work for the Plan ave all "coordinﬂtad."

The inage of the One-Party Stats Ruling Class is looming

inaide every f{actory and hamlat and school, Minors get no

'-enloncy. Daath pasnalty is 1nt*oduced for "minors froem 12 yrars

of ggoe
-;ﬁﬂ&ﬂmm&ﬂu&mg_Mmﬂu

: Tho tirst year of the Second Fivo Yaar Plan had begun

‘wtth thc ordering ot a party purge which was to last no less than

‘tvo ynars and completaly transformod what vas left of the Bolshovik

Party. Tnia vas' April 28, ‘933. The trade unions, as we saw, |

weTe “tha rirst to be nbolishad. Thap were blawed for the resistance

of the yorkera to the norme sat by the Plan. “Productisn némobf

pharg“ «- that abstraction created by-Trntsky in 1920 -- became a

Stalinist Qeality with the incorporation of the trade unions into

the State. The workers continued to fight the "norms*" through

the technique of slowdowns.

g Howaver, the famine on tho countryside, the terrible

privations of the people, sent wmillions of peasants to the city,

A considerable army of *surplus labor" was created, On the one

hand, internal passports to stop the flow of peasants to the city,

are latroduced, On ‘the other band, Ipndustry, sx the organ of

the Commissariat of Heavy Industry, in 1ts issue of March 16, 1256

11986




S,
o o e i A OB SR T

informs maqagar; that they now have "a trump caret thers are )
mgro.!gggggl in the shops than is necessary according ta‘blans¢"
(Emphabis in original.) The ndvicé tsn't lost upen them and the
.struggle botroon‘manageman; and workers intonsifies.

Stalin®s siogan of 19731 - "Indiag Depersoﬁalizationﬁror
“Bettor Pay for Better Work" —- had lagn dormant because 1t.60ﬁ1d
not gZain momentum until thoere had been =& ﬁioce-rork ﬁystom {which
Masx hnﬁ deciared to be best sulted for the capitalist mode of

praduction). _But, according to Stalin, such a system came to

them as "a gift from heaven," V., Meszhlauk {thé then chhtrm&n of

tha State Planning COmmission) tahus e:plnxned tbo "eift rrom heavon”l'?

LA plain miner. the Donets Basin hauar, Aloxel

Stakhanov, .in response to Stalin's speeach of May 4,

1835, they keynote of whicn was the cars of the

human bo!ng anad which maried a now, stage of develop-

ment of the USSR, produced a new systom of labor
organiantion foxr the oxtracticn of conl., The very
®first doyy his mathod was applied, be cut 162 tons of
c0al 1in one shift of six bouras 1naesnd of the
ostab‘iehad rato of sovan tons."

In the foux munths thet elapsed batvoou the speech of
stalin, on an kth, aud the achiavement cf stakhanov, on August
312t, the State did not miss a sirgle publicity trick in satting
up this "miracle,” The press, photographers, the wires of the
world, all immediately heard of tha "gif't from heaven.” What
they did pot nair about, was the hothouse conditions that were
craated for Stakhanov to bocoms a speed demon: 1} the fact that
be and Isubsequent Stakhanovitos get the finest tools and spoil
them at the fastest pace without the necessity of paying for
them while tbe averapge production werker must pay for pogds he
dpmzges; the brigade of helpers who do all tho detail work but
got no Stakhanovite recognition osither in fame or monoy; andg

above everything 3) that those record-breckers for a day, do
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" ok repsat thair records but retire bohind awivel chairs whiie
the mass of workera are now told that the “miraclo" must be the
_R_IB&_
Arrsed with Stakbanovism, the State was sble to ravive
the 1931 slogan ~- ®gg Tr2tn the recalcitrunt factory hands
a3 the capitalist philosopher of thue factory, Ure, put it in the
day of thoa xndustriri Revolu;ion, Pisce~work was wade the prefail-

Ang system of ucrk.

in the carly warkers' stata, the range of pay was one té

-thraeg now it bocnmo ong to twanty!‘

”Ending &epersonalization" and creating this extxeme

haifforantiation 1n pay would, howeVer, mern nothtng if rl*101;ng
) vnn st'll 1n effoot and the btnkhanuvites could buy nothing with
thoir monoy. Thereupon, rattoning vas ended anid the productian
of Iusury goods uxtendadr V
1932 1936

Watohes 65,000 558,000

- Gramaphones 58,000 337,000

Camoras i 30,000 557,000

Si3x (miliion mators) 21,5 512,000

”In'contrast to the 2,400 por cent increase in the produc-
tion of silk, thers was a more 44 per cont increase in the produc-
tion of cotton gcods =~ and the average worker cont;nuéd to eat
black bread and have his kipyatok (hot wator). Under the given
base, apd with the given aim, it was impossible simultaneously
to sxtend preduction of the means of production and the production
of means of consuunption. One or the other had to be sacrificed,
The course of development of the state-owned means of praduction,
the constant necessity to expand in order to catch‘up with and

outdistance the capitalist lands," the high organic composition

d the
of capital in the advanced capitalist werld wiich impose 11988




_lnso tuchnical cotiposition of the ecsnomy upon Ruzsia, a11 these

dcmandan sacrifice in the sphera of producing articles for mass
eonaumption. bBigeribution of artiules‘or wass consumpticn had to
ba brought 1nto eonformtty with the reality of the stags of pro-
L v ductions It wvas not a queatlon, as Trotsky thought, of '"bourgeols
' ' nérmn of Aiztdibution." It was a mattoer of the bourgevis method
oL produssion.
‘:Ihg;ﬂlaggigﬂif;nggxlgggngggg

rThalﬁid—thirttes saw tha emorgenco of a "naw type of

i . 7_ 5071ot mnn" - the type nf oxooutivonadminxsbrator familiarxr enough —

Eu'tno napitanst world under tbs designation of "The kan in the

Grnynrlannel Suit. He made clear, by his avoryday behavioz, how ' _‘ﬂ

oht he waa {rom the uorkurn. - Aw ;f giving bodily form to ot
'T whnt Mar: calls "the stricily rogulating authority of the social

wnechnnism of the lbbor process carduated into 8 -complete hierarohﬁ,
this uqembar--of tha "lntalligantsin" {read: boss), acted the part

'al if mads for him. The hierarchic structure of the 1abor p;vuess,

the Plan and porms_to_be fulfillad by others, INEXE tue great

mass of the population., The men to administer the goals were

engineers and aduinistrators, who bore as much resemblance to the

wen who led ths revolution ms Napoleon did to the "sans coulottes,"

They were mass-produced by the Stato to mct the part. By 1937,

hY

Melotov boasted that there were 1,751,000 "leading positions™ in

the Soviet Union and "250,000 sngineers and architects witbout

personal responsiblllty for entorprisos or projocts.” Two yeoars - 17
later, when he will supply us with figures that reveal the physiog-
nomy of the new ruling class*, we will learn that the top achelons

comprisge only 2.5 per cent of %ho whole population. Meanwhile,

11389




- 13 =

the "ulaasleea-iptolliwontsia' heg to be given legitiwacy and we
move into the arnat hullnballoo about the "stalin COHstitution"
which, 1n 1936, will roplaca the old Lonafitution. Hers 1s how.
the exrly Comstitution bora witness to tho txgng;g;gunl cha'acter
of &the dictatorship of the prolotarints

"Tho priscipel object of the constitucion of
tha RSFSH, which isa adapted to the presont transition
pariod, consists in the eatrbilistmant of the dige-
‘tatorahip of the urban and rural prolatariat and the
Foorest possantry in the form of the streng All-Russisn
powsr with thoe aiwm of socuring the complete suppression
of the bourgeoisie, the abolition of oxploitation of
wan by man, and the establishment of sociniism under
which taexre shall bLe naither claas (Avision nor

-BEate authority

Tha now Stalin COnsitituiou, on the ohter hand, while

"claiming that "sooiaziam was lrrevocably aatabliahed, yet streng-

_ thaned tho State aythorit)y in the form of complete tutalitnrianisﬁgﬁ

‘f é;fépli Lniag pieca-work as the ra:ening systom ("From sach accordinz

ffto his abtlitios, to each accord*ng to his work"), and dacrooing
the protection of state and porsonal prOperty frowm "thiavas and
miaappropriators.“ Ear from withering away of this statc, this
octupus will first nowv gorge itself on what is left of tha

revolution aud the ua:kura'who daroc to rosist it, Tho Mosoow.

Trials will liquidato, literally liquidate, tho general staff who !’

led the revolution,

The ruling burenucracy let loosw with a series of mncabré{
trials, the like of which had not been soen since theo Spanish
Inguisition and the hung Cor witches, with all the added torroriam,
viclence and shamolessness that only a toddlitarian state can
produco, First the Zinoviav-Eamenov Trialy tho the Bukharine
Piatalkovy Trial; then the trial, on camera, of Tukhachovsky; and,

finally, the trial of tho Yagodas whe staped #he first set of

trials. The fantastic confessione and debasemont of the 11990
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"Geaeras Staff of the Revoiution" who had 1ong.sinoo capitulated
and re«capitulated and been isolated and 1mprlsoned and vere
without stature and dignitys,all added up to tho extermination

- of the 'mamory of revolution in sowe men, and holpod complata thé.
rewriting of history, Dut it was not for "history" that 1é tas
wtaged, The full totalitarian State had talken shaps, was tﬁroﬂing
its woight around, needed that bloodlettlng to tnstall firmly the
ngz class greated by the “ngw" nothod of production. Now was tho
groattut framaup 1n history limited to tho men who lad the rovol-
utaon. Quite the contrary. Its full fury is unlooaed against tue
.wurkora. Tha magg_g;gzgg disoovored at the ond of the war baur ‘
terrifying witness to that. Tha millions who filled the oononnt-

.ration caups show ihnt the hoacow Trials did not ohange the

: workers' attitudas to the totalitarian State.

Thoe Moscoy Trials were the culminating point %o the countar

rovolution that we saw dovoloping early in The changed ralntiona
of produstion. A hangwan's noose, rather than & full army,
suffﬁped bacaune onlvy vne of the partios to thia conflict was
armn@# thtevﬁr had been left of the October Revolution LiX )
q;toéﬁinated and the proletarian state overthrown, not so much

by the execution of the 01ld Bolsheviks {(zlthough that is always aL'
zmanifestation of countor~cevoiution) but by cleprivg a place in
WMM.M- That place could

have bsen cleared for the "classless intelligentata”® only where
there gxisted such a fuli-biown class», only where the method of

production itself called it fofth.

* The headings of the following groupings are mine, but the
categories are from offi-i_I statistics -~ Coentral Administration
of National Economy, 1939, This is the class division in a

population of 169,519,127
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Ftn, continued

aristoeracy of labor {thousands)

- Heads of tractor brigadas
Heads of field brigedas
“ . Heads of livestuelk Srigados
Tractor drivers ‘
Combine dperators
Skirled laborers in industry includingj

metal workers, irthe operators,
.welders wnd wolders 5,374,454

Total 7,059.0

“"Employees? {thou

Economists anc atntisticians _ o g2z
Legal personnal (Judge=, attorneys) ke
Engineers, archlteots (@xcluding thoso acting as
. _ divectors) : 250
,Woctors and middle medical rersonnal 762
"Middle technical personnel . . 836
- -Agro=techniocal paYsanne ‘ 96
“Teaghars " ' ‘ : 1,207

 *¢01turg1~and Technical workers -

i

o {journalists, librariana, u;ub‘diragtors) L6

jaoqkkoopg:s,.accountants, etc, 1,769

= | ‘ Total G
"Tie_Advenced Intellizentsia”

Factory directors and mansgers, kolkhos )

and govkhog and MTS preaidants . 1,752
Agronomists .80
Scientific vorkers

{incluaing Supervisors, profossors,) 23
Others (including the army intoelligentsia) 1,350

Total B,H?a

) ve thus get a total of 16.9 million, or ouly 10,02 per
cent of the total population, who ara considared o part of the
"classless intelligentsia" in the broadest sonse of the word,

The "most advanced” of the intelligentsia, "the genulne creoators
of 2 new life,” as Molotov called them o those, that is, who are
the real bosvaes over tha aconouy ~-~ constitute a mere 3.4 million
or 2,05 vper cent of the total population, The remaining eight per
cent share in the surplus value and sing the praises of the rulers,
but 1t is clear that they leave to the latter the running of the
economy and the State, setting policy and woking Flans, and seeing
that the norms are executed by "others,” Without marking this
"advanceq" section, "Exploiters,” the social rhyslognomy of the
ruling class is clear enough ocven under the suphemistic title
of "the intelijigentsia.”
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Tha protiuction relations established by the uevolution had long
baeomo 1ncompatiala with this new wmethod oi production. . That is
why tho 'biovod=bath which came at the ond of the Second Five Year

Plan. The Russian worker knuws that the production relations of

- state property dowonds his swoat and degradation. lle knows that

the Jjob of a factory director is nwt, as the Russians s¢ euphemis-
tically put it; mersly 2Xfmm "functional,” The f'actory director
bohavos 1ike a boss bocause he is a boss. The stata.beérs as

-uoh rosemblanca to a workers stats as vhe presidant of the United

aro both "omployeos”\oi tha sama corpc-ration.
. Tnn nountnr&revolution of 1335-193? was tho culminntion
f.of what bagan with the 1ntrnduction ‘of the Plan, It's the.Plan
-whieh brought worker and manager tnto immodiate confliot., The
':liquidation of the ‘trade unions ln o tha State apparatus was- the
'*cymbol of the unb 1dgeable gulf betwsenr Planner and worker.
Stnkhaaovitas, engineers, administrators 1in productxpu, Joined
tkose in the Statq to form the bulwark of the new ruling class whicﬁ
‘was glven Juridicﬁl status, that is,; legitimacy, in the Soviet
Constitution of 1936, The experispce of Stalipizt Russia singe
1936, bas exploded tho idea that planning by any other elags than
&Eg_nzglzsﬁgﬁﬁt can_ ever rQVQggg_tﬁa law of motion of capitalist
AOSiety. |




Q.z__'l;t.'.g m&mu&.ﬂw__u_m OA._&L:\.__E.__E&.____&._* a_FPlans:
ommm;

Taat Russia had achieved great industrial grdwth is
beyond qgcsticn, Qlthnugh ths claims mada by the Russians are very
Qumatinngblo 1ndéuﬁ. Thet iLs very cbvious when it comes to the,
G.bgglﬁ oh tho'qgrioultural front in 1932 which we find 1listed,

nevarthelozs, s "93.7 ﬁeé cant fulfllleé." You see the drastic

'aiaughter or livestook (groacor Lthan tbo decraaso due to the war,

rorolution. 91711 var and famino, 1915-19?0] was not taken 1nto
Haceount ainue it cortnxnly didn’t fzgure es . paTt of *the Planx"l

Thcre wora,dlvays Bore uuplnnﬂad things occurring than planned
"ones nnd by taking tho "average" of a basic industry 'hivh oror-

‘.

ahot 1t wark ”103 per cent* and"ndding“ to an unoompletad house.
. ;hich sould not be lived in at all. it wvas ousy. to coms out with
all sgrts of “nccomplishments, vhat was not obvious - indesd
*cxiticism-of'tho Russinan mathod of measuring ;hdustrial growth
was not.cvan widely belicved before World war IX ;hon Russia
alono seomad to ba groving while the reat of the world was unable
to get out of the throes of the long depression. The ana1ysis

I had origiually made of tho oporation of the Kussian state
capitaliat sconomy under tho Plansa,7:;out the sole one and very
much disrega~dod, Ly acadewic economists, Harxists and politicians
aiika.

The Russian oconomists referred tc the purported

650 per cent schievemants of Soviet industrialization
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Teat the ttomahdous Andustrial develqﬁmcnt and the
lagging Lehind in consumption goods have poy brought Russia
ouf of ks backwarﬁnens wben judged by RAE gaplts produstion is
sesn clearly éﬁough 2nce the Russianp bursnucrgcy, for its own
pﬁranal, began u”cnmpnign againsé thic low laber prcductivify.
.Relativa to Lhe ra;t of the advancoa capitalisg world, including

'anth, hare sre the figures citad by Molotov:

Ror_Capita World Production in 1937
N U USSR . usp Gérmany Japap

o Eleetrieity . 215 - 160 735
ST Coal L 757 3429 3313
L0 P Xvon S 8% 292 234
L Steel. ' 5 10% 397 - 291
Camant == . o 32 T, 158 ‘

: ‘Soap ' ‘ ' 3 1z

T Sugey _ : . RE 12

SlCettons © 5q. Meter té 58

“Leather fiwr, - pair ié 2.6
Paper _ Xilo , 5 L4g

p

i

in prasenting the Third pive Yenr Plan, therefora,

*ﬁdio#o? maﬁo ggg;gggagg Production the Key words *"Poople hers and
there forgot that moonomically, that 15y from the point of view of
the wolums of industrial output per capita of tﬁe population, wae
area sti1l hohindrsome éapitalist countriﬁga...Socialism has been
Xbullt in tha UssRp but only in the m;ih;ﬁ’we'hnve still a very
groat deal to do baefore tbe USSR is pProperly suppliod with alllthat
is necesésry..;befora wa raise out country‘economically as well as
techrically s the level not only as high as that of the foremost
capltalist countriea bui; ¢onsdierably higher,n

Thus, the slogan of the First Five Year Plan "to cateh
up with and outdistance the capitalist lands® and which held for

the Seccnd, stiil remained for the Third Plan. jAguir, the




vapardonahles ain was thoe workors? nttifude to work., Molotov knows

bettor thnn'ahybne that to accomplish whnt thcy.did do in the:
Firlt Plan, thcy were forced to use 22,8 mtllion workora ‘whore tha
Plnn oalled only for 1597 wiilion and, he knuws abovs all, thot tho

low labor productivity ©f the Ruagisn vorker is not a Jign of his

bacmrdn-u but a W&M&m&_ﬁmm

e i e e A Ce iy e 4 b




‘'The new name for it is purge.*

* .. This is what an sxpsrienced American production worker toid

" we when I dizcussed Russian.purges with himg o -

Lo . "Furges are not juzt a Russisn thing. They take place
in Ameriva toc. Purges are nothing new in American industry. ‘
Tbey -happen all the time. That is the character of Amorican mars

. production, The biggest purge that tcok place in-American industry
was. when Henry ¥ord II tepk over. He ‘wiped out from the top downs;
from the very lewest to the vexy highast. These guys bad run

~ production to the ground, He saw that the only way to put pro-
duction on its feet was to purge. ' L
. ‘"Ewo examplest 1) Thsy introduced a new model on &
truck job. They had 'a khard time gettinz production organicaed,
Trucks wveres't ooming off the 1ling cither in gqustitidty or quality st
so they began to purge the lover lavel of forewmen, No improvement.
50 thay eolipped the top guy. Two wore followed him. Finally
they zot the line rolling.

"2) On & tractor Job, they introduced a new mecdel and
couldn't get quantity or quality, RDegan to eliminate foremen on
lower level., No resulta, They wiped out top guy, replaced him
with s guy and wipad this one out, Finally they got one.

"But everybedy knows, from top to bottom, that these
purges don’t do it, Finally after many months of hit and wis=a, it
gots going. But the purges take piace anyway,
‘ "When I look at RHussiu I see one big factory. pPolitics
and_produgtion zye se olose in soplety today that any crisis in pro-
- Sluctio 4 y t in a highey level. What I see in
Russia :s one crisis after ancther in producstion and with the
crises feliow purges,
"Evervbody tends to view *hese purges as struggle within
the bureaucracy for power. That is part of it but that is incidental. K
The way I see it, is net werely a problem in production, It is a |
problem with the working class, Tusy cbviously have a full scale
revolt developing in Russia. Today, tho workers in Rugsia constitute
the wajority f the vopuiation. The state warn't dealing with the
worlring ninss as such, but only in production. But now it is the
class as a pdlrtical force, The character of the revelt ﬁ? ﬁhfogathor
11997 different now, You can defeat anything once you can isolate 1it.




+
f

Your problem arises when you can't 1ann+e what you want to
defeat, I thinle that is the relationship thuat exisis now cetwseen
tho "Russian party and tho working zlase.%

'Purges are not due to a state of mind but to a state of
~production, They bave nuver ceased in Russia and will nover ceare
undsrrthnf regimo bscause ﬁha erises nover ceage, And the crises
nevsr cniué bacause tle revolt of the workiwg—cia*s is continuous,

The party bnrenucracy, arnod with' full Stnta powor,
begtn to urandk the.r vengounce in a new set of antinlabor '
f'labor 1ogislation“ over “acordod 1n the Listory of modern timos;

19#0 Iaws forbid a worker to lexve his Job. Any"

1nfracticn of factory diucipline, suoh’ as uoming 15 ninutes ﬁnta,‘

i

1s‘made punishablo by six munths. at "eorroutive labor," thnt is‘VJ
1&bnr in the: tacﬁory ot 25 par cent raduotlon 1n pny.; If this
lav is vio’atad then he 15 to be uent to foraed labor na-ps Ain
thc vllds of Siberia.

E*om“labo., éhs‘tdtélitarian—bureau&r&ey moved over to -

- take thair vhnguanca on thaiyouth, Téeﬁ—agors wore taken out of
school and given from six months to Ywo years "free vocational
tiuining!" at the éud of which they wure %o work vharq the State
dirqcfed, for two and up to four years at “the prevailing rate
of pey."

| On December 26, 1940, Pravda reported that in the ceal
minos, eape;ially, truanciss were gresisr in the first six months :
of the operat &an of the law than in the previous period. At the 1941y
Party Confereiice, held just a feow months before the Nari attack
and ufter the Burcpesn war had elready heen going on for nearly

two ysars, the report stated that worxkers "were constantly
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-_ absent\ging thamseaves, particularly after pay day," aud that fully
a third de not acenmplish their "norms,'

The truth is, this Draconian anti-labor legislation
records the terror of the ruling Dursgucracy 1n the faco of the
revolt of the vorkéra which las been going on for two solid decades
sinoc the inauguration of tba Firat Five Ysar Pian and which per-
Itornu such miraeles of 1ngonu1ty and sndurance in rosisiting the
totalitarian stranglebold over production,

Tho millicna in forced labox campa are the true meﬁauro

LT{ of ﬁtha n-vor-onding rasiatanoa ef the Russian workers to the

fnuﬂsian rulors in the State and - in the factory. Had the :gxgl;

',n;,_I29_Enz_aEﬁ_*_2_A:aa;khiuij5__e_§£E;2a_
“In 1939. Hitler, with his ‘own’ Thrae Year Plans, “ond to

suneuploymen " gas ohambers and concentr;tion SAmpSs poisad ready

-,to contralilo 111 af Eurcpeak capital, got the go-slgn from
Stalin uad he Rami-Soaviat. P.c T lauuch ths war s_irst Pclsnd aqdv4
carve it up beiween the two dicktators., BSuk by 1941, the dictators
fell out =-- Staiin's full imperialist ambltions are not met until
he joins with the Allles and gets what he couldn't get from Hitlers
E#stern Europe - and s& on June, Nari Germany launches an attack
against Dussia. SB”donp are the antagonisns within Russia that
Hitier marches up to Stalingrad before the Russian people chosa to-
stand‘up to the attack and turn the iavaders tather than suffer
alsc foreign rule.

But the Russian Planners do not change at all, nor do they

t

stop at taklng away tha workers' saven=-hour day and make elight hours

11999th6 regular and "overtime? sbitgatory. In fact, the slogan is,

[ VTS U SR SN VSRS e SITTPE DI SLENVSUREN S AP o RS i u...:ﬂj-..‘_a«..«..u—n.‘.-s..




‘“No.diitinction batween the front und the rear," and martial law
existé, The insatiable bungor for *preduction and more. produccion"
Ioson A1l bounds rlght in the midst of war when the buraaucracy
diacova:od the conveyor belt system. 1943 is referred to officially
as "the yoar of the eonveyor bals systom, The sssembly line tachu
nigue was used to transform the individunl break-nock compctit‘on

of Stakhanovism by "sucialist omu\ation," that ie, factory-to-
ractory coapetition, It meemed to emboldan them also to lay thetir
brutal bands eon Mar:’s cﬂPIrAL.

Herotofore, all tke thuoroticnl revisions had been
political.- They had stoppnd being concerned with theory wifh-the
:abo.ition, ia 183G, of the Communist Acadomy and: the many archivea
'6f Hnrx véro lying unpublished in the Marx=Engels’ Instituto ’S . thoy .
bad lain unpubllahed in the Archives of tha Second International.*

’ : .

R I 195¢ thor suddenly published the ﬁx;gﬂz;g;g, but only in 1ts

origival German, not 1n Ruszinn. The ‘press, however, continues to»

- publisix the true {beo, u ¥8 .-as agoinst the garbled
‘'varsion of Kautlky, but’ that promise of aver a decade has Yot to =
be fulfilled, The latest revelation that the Eayly Eesa aAys are .
8%111 canpubiished in full, comes in Yoprgsy. Phijosofii, No. 3, 1955, ;
‘but again, no dmte when it will be published, '

o , . i
But any works that had boen published were untou.hed and. when

taught, followed the sogquence of the original works, It seems, )
ho-ovor, that during the war, the teaching of political economy
had-boon stopped altogether., No Russian workor counld sse the diff-
erence between his "socialist labor" und that w#hich was described
by Marx as capitalistic labor and the questions asked by students
were unanswerable, Soy in the year that they discovered the

conveyor-bolt syatem, they were emboldened to lay their hands on

CAPITAL and to demand that the dlalectiecal structure be not followed.#‘i

~ " do
*+ [od Xpaniepep Marxjrma, No. 7-8/43, Lnflisé tranalatiﬂ: undor

"Teaching of Economica in the Soviet Union,




Rexiew, No. 3, Septomiber, 194k,

Noverthslosi, the thaoretical change of front is %the least
1mportant aspoct of the atartling raversa‘ in theory which, a3
theory would have had significance for Mﬁrxistu only. Teke the
ﬁiopgsdl tuat the teaching of Morxien oconomics snculd no longor

:lpédanticﬁlly” tfollov % the pattorn ol CAPITAL, should rot bogin
uith Phapter I vhich includes the famous section on %the “Petishis-
‘ot conanditics. It i3 trua that doss violence to Marxg what is. .
.von truor is- that apparsntly all 1%t solves of gn_;;_problems 13,
’iﬁ actuality, nepe.

: ‘ K The fatishlnm of commoditiea &8 the- myatery with which
”sooial relntions of production ara clothad in bourgaots soclety.
;In Russin. vhero 4he snciety is rompletely statao cap‘taliat, the
Ebourgo.oi.s fotishism of coummodities seoms to ba ovorcome and, in
ia censa, 1# .4z, Tho Russian buraaucrats are not affoeted by problams'i'
'or tho markat nor confused by 1daas of -qual oxchange us are tbe

boursoois aconomists, But another aspact of fetishism, ﬁng
krltical one that Marx uncovared, vas the pg: ergityof reiatxons
botw;;n machine and wan, where dead labor dominates over living
1abor. That is why Marx is so 1nsistent in saying that the gn;g
of the commodity is fantastic, mot becauss 1t corractly reflects
the zggl redations at the point of production, where maching
employs wan, not man machine. This real fetishism not only has not
been cvercome in Russiaj the Plan has perfocted it and becowmo &
prisoner of it.

They have substituted for the fetishism of commodities the‘

fetinshism of the Plan, But their Flan turns out to be no more than
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» disguise for the actunl ralntlons of production in the factory,

They are no mo»e able to ovarcoms this fetishism than ars the
baurseoia economists. In »ther- words, far from the Plan bringing
light into thoe rolations of production in the factory and Dat~
tioularly the domination or the worker by machinery, the State P1an1era
in gotting viﬁ of the dominatiaon of the commodities as such, in the
Plnn oxprass. to o total dogree the domination of the workers by

tho mauhine. The Plnn in reality is nothing olse but the organiz-t;
ation of tho prolatarint undor ¢he domination of the machine to .
produno-

Havor bnfora has u gigantic a State mobilized 1tself with

such murdoroun vigillnco to koep the proletariat at work while tho

i

loadera plnn. This 13 of tha .esegence, This is tha muat deadly,
tho most insidl ous, the most dangercus’ ohamy becausa it springs
from the proletariat ana cloaLa itself 1n Mar:iat terminolagy.
uorotoforo, everyons, firond and foo, Marxist &nd non-
Harxiet &like, had agraed that Marx'a 1aw of vnlue was the-
cﬁ; ractaristic mark of capitallst society. For tla t vory rxeason
Rusaian th-oreticianu, up til11 *ho publication of &his article,
claimed that the law of value did not skeki cporate in their
country which they declerad tc be "the land of sorialism. Now
they found themeolves in tho dilemma of vofusing to depart from
the claim that Ruuai& vas "sacialist," and suddonly admitting?
that the law of valuo does cperate in Russia, For a Murxist
that would ba an impossible situation. Tor a Russian Communist,
however, it waa a savior for Russian theory finally squared with
Russian reality. As I wrote in my commentary theni "The ideas

They are the
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and methodology of the article are not accidental,




ideas and tathpdplogy or3an "intelligontsia® cbncerned with the
acquisitién of "surplus products.” Yhat is impdrtant'ia that
this departure from ®past teaching of political economy®™ actually
mirrors occnomic roeality. The 50v1§t Union has enterod the
éexind of ?applled econumiéa.‘ Instend £k of theory, the article
prossnts an adwinistrative éormulé for winimum coats and

maxinum production, It is the constitution of Russia's post-war
sconomy." | ‘ ' . _

Tﬁa purpose of the értiéle w;; prictiesl, &;t thooratical;

The main aim was two-fold: 1) It served motlce to its own i
workers that nothing will be chénged at the end of the wax, that
‘they will have to. continxua to produce more and more, Ths téhphu
iag of CAPITAL REHKIXBB would be rovisadj the practlce in the
Russian faetorias would undergo no change. 2) At the samo timé,
1t sorved nohice also to its Allies that it iz *as advoncod” as
they are and it means {o challenge thfa for world domination,

P L

Postscript
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not Goxmans; Ttnlians and Russians only ~-= they abound in Amwarica

‘too, Of all the totalitarians, Stalin is the most authentic state

a now curn.

'oapiﬁﬁliot pcrsaﬁality and is %o him w

CHAPTER IIn PORTRAIT OF A TOTALITARIAN

oHEx_Qzﬂ_é_ﬂéiﬂ_éeéexs_éﬂ__s.Ez_l

Stalin had once been a rovolutionary, a Bolshovik, which

monnt an uncomprowising Tighter for tho ovarthruw of Tsarism,.

”;Thoro was & timo whon Bolstuvism was a doctrine of liberation.

e Ibdny evoryoua knows nusoian ucmuuniom as %“he groatest barbarism

"onihgfth;' Sgalin is the name: whioh ‘symbolizes tbia.

) ' It_uﬁo”tﬁis one—tima revolutionary uho 1nitiated and

ohifgod through with unmatched brutalit; the grentost gountog-
ore§u1ution in all htstorf,' But Stalin is only the nussian name for

. phonomcnon that is world= gidg. !ul ‘

_ Two questions stand out: 1) Why does ary inﬁividuﬁi
- pehave like thats mhat gbjggtggn mnvamant in_the ggéﬂgmy. what
gluss jmpuisos negessitate such brutality? 2) What spscific -

charaoteristiou in @ wan enabla him to become the rocoptacle for and N

" the executor of class impulses irom an alion class, the very one "

he either challenged or actually helped overthrow?

The leaders who 1sd the Russian Revolution were ravolution-.
arios'whq, when_the_sopergles of million=headed mp3gps sieashed the V"i
pld and created the mew, could and did make_ kgreat contributions 2

go_the greatest single fact of worid histo he creat the .’
1
workers'® state. ’ \

Howaever, when the Russian working—ciaas was itself in a

viduals, did not stack up very
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crisis, these intellectuals, as indi




.hixb. At a oritical Juncture in world bistorr,.their will reflootad
the movom-nt of the wﬁrking ciass. But. as Lenin pointed out in
his !1;L, " sarlously false turn at that juncture could unlooan
-*ho disintegretive forces at wor? in a dual workor-poasant stato
which is surrounded by uorld capitnlism. from which it cannot
full free itsalf without thoe help of the advanced European working-
class.”

As Lenin lay dying, the German Revolution f24lad, and
tn Russtia's e:haustiun, Stalin 110wered.
' 'mggggg;,ng At;igudg to o Masses
| stalin s outstanding trait was o buraaucratio attitudn
to thc nulaos. He claimed to ‘be a Jaadar of the workora, but to‘

"him A% meant to nmke tho uorkers do as the lcador wanted and ton

RS

'them tovﬁo. He spoka of the party as "tho vanguard of the pro-

lotarlat.“ but te him thtagmoanb that just as the laadors of tbo.
party were _g_ugll_gpg_xanx__what teo do, so the party vas tg__;ggr
the masges about. That was true. even when ha was a revolutionary
t;ghting in tﬁo undergroﬁnd. cnce thé Communist Party goﬁ 1n§o \
power, his passion fur bossing cmoae out in fuil bloom, It showed
itself clearest of all in his attitude to tha wany nationalities
which constitutdd fha Soviet Union. ‘

In ovérthrowing the Tsarist monarchy, the Russian workers
had fought not only to overthrow the capitalists and the landlords,
but to overthrow as well the Great Russian overlordship of thé
many nationalities in Russia.

One of their first acts upon getting into power was-to
grant fresdom to all the different nationalities that lived in
Russia, Putstalin, though himself a Georglan, ran roughshod over

the aspirations of his native Georgia, displaying a chauvinism,




a national srroganced, thut was as rabid as that of any Tsarist
off;clml.
M&M_

Leuin draw back 1n horror, wSerateh a Bolshevik,® he

wrote, "and you wiil find a Great Russian chouviaist," 1t

reanina the most'prasisu cominentary of the totalitartan personaiity-

in=the~naking.

Lenin's last appeal to Trotsky*

» Trotsky often spoke of ‘this I know, hut neither in 1923 nor
when he formed the Left Opposition and was expelied had he revealed
cthe: full ‘text« This is from.tho Archives at Barvard College - (7}

Librnry apd are guoted in The Formution of ghg_ﬁggigz_ﬁnign
MM&:!M;M. by Richard Pipes tpubllshsr‘?)

readst "I am dea1a11ng

var -on aroat Ru -chadviniom." Bis 1ast theoretical contribution

s

on tho National Quostion* (?) continuedl “It,;e sald we needed a

singls apparatus. Ftom vhero come such azserhions? Islit ndt from

sl T e

the same - Russinn apparatus, whlch, as I have poiated out in one

o

P NGNS P

of thﬁ previous nunbers of my diary, was borrowed from Tsarizm and -

only" havelv annolntad with the Eoviot chriam?tii"

§;gl;n_§gg;gi His Struggle for Power and Wins

Whan Stalin began his étruggla for power, as lenin lay
dying, he moved guite empirically. The road to power seemed
ebviouss it was to get the Party which was the State which was
the Economy.. To get the Party which was in poway meant to get
its functionaries, those pa&ple who had displayed a Ppassion for
Lossing," whem Lensn ha2 fought, Those, Stalin embraced. He
knew them and knew how to talk to them. Where Lenin appealed to
the non-party masses to help him expese the vain Sommunlist k

bureaucrat, Stalin was later to appeal to the non-party carmerists
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to flood the Farty and Help defezt Trotsky., 1t wasn't, as
irotsky though ¥» because the noy members didn't know the ispues
in.@iaputo. It was that they ghéye what Stalin representod,

Ho ohe, bowever, nf that time conceivad Stalin as a

‘ gaggi enexy,  Not aver Lenin, vhot had anksd for bis removal from

tho‘poue of General Secretary. Although Stalin was crafty enough,

thare is ne poiat to assigning onnis&ience to him oither., Iie

didn't know what strong cbjective forcon were pulling at him. He

dldﬁ't have o shggxy about that, He shied away from fundamantal

thoorotical qu-ncionz. That does pot mean ﬁhat *heory didn't

anttnr to him, but as yet he q2 dn't know what theory he would
.:\eapouaa. Ho vas nowhoro the mediocrity Trotaky mnde hin out to bcxx
; :-m;ﬁﬁ;'wns oapable onough when he wantad to uin that way. It was
'*l}ﬁg who wade Trocsky argue on g;;,eround, Q;g fantastic notion of.

‘i!socialilm in one country.“ It was he who ‘made Trutsky's

'"b;;manént-rcvdlutioﬁ“ appaar as an immediate, adventuristic

"'ach-ma that ‘was out of all bounda for exhausted Rugs # An the

1920'u. do wasn't playing inteilectual ganasg ho was playing for

'pouer. He maneuvered with one faction, - then with anotner, Played
the wodest wan who didn’t hunger for Loenin's mantle as did Trotsky -
== until he won both over the Loft and Right Oppositions and hacame
undisputed leader of the Party,

The first problow that confronted him when he won the
victqry of Party power was that the kulak refusad to turn grain
over to the Soviet State. That decided the sudden zigzag‘for the
abolition of “the kulak as a clasas," just as the resulting chaos
wade him turn backwards with his "Dizey with Sucaabs“ speech.

There wasn't a zigzag, however, that didn't rhyme with the strong
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pull of an chjective forcd, a worldd force.

Once the Russian pecple "to s man® did not run the

acohomy und the atate. Onoe the Gorman Revolution, tob, vaAS

.dntoato4. Once wuorld capitnlism regained its brsath and the
vortex of the world market bag full sway, the logic of the Hussimn
é-va’opmcnt WES startling, unforssesn, but 1nov1*ab10 ror tho
rovolution thsn finds Zhe really ‘serious countor-vevolution
&nﬂiﬂg_&&ag}{; stalin was tha perfasck reprosantnttva of that.
| ountor-rsvolution, not so much becauss ‘nis “rarsonnlity' s0 woll
;:luitcd the tnuk, but abovs nll bectuse he did coma Lrou ¢ the

»,revolutionary party, did havo cnmmand ef the Harxist "1anguaga"

I T A

f tor so corrUpt and outlived is capitalism, it cnnnot hopa to win
zcopt by preeonding to be other than itx is. Hithr too, know:
to call his fascism N&ttonal ﬁggialzgg Stalin was by far hin
"suporior beoause his functionarios came from tho working class.

In Staiin's zigzag nnd lack of theorstical acuman was ‘the

IFSRURTRRTRTERES s

straight line of the newly-ouergent state-capitalisksm. It now
had a personality, a totalitarian perscnality, armcd now withk &
theovy of totalitnrianiam.

Nor was the ligquidation of the kulak s a class as fan-
tastic as it scunded and as’ ludicrous as Trotsky made it appusar.
You certainly cannot "liquidate a class by flat." A class is such
by virtue of iﬁs role in production and brodaction would have to
be entireiy ¢ifforently wotivated to overcome a class and kthat i=
certainly not a job to be dome in a day or a XXX year. But,
obilsctivaly, this is not what Sialin meant., _Objsctlvely, the
kulak couldn't stand up to the combiped might of State and industry.

That was true even under “ordinary napitalism® —- agriculture losat

12008




_to industry itn the long run. Stalin saw to it that it was done

in hothouse fashion. iuthlessness and forced collectivization

became an extraordinaxy State power. He first now baecame consolous

of repxoaanﬁing a new f&rcer--.statc power, the Siate Plan, the
Staitp escomomy; the Sipte Party. There was going to be no "withoring
.uwu}“ thor¢; his rule was absoluts and so was theory, the ideology (7)
In 1931, Stalin®s slogan fox "Ending Depsrsonaliiatiou” got
nowharc, bu% by t93k, whaﬁ thero was sufficient means of prodiction
built up, and insufrioisnt moans of consumpttnn to zo around, thcre
'uore enough opportunists to croate m "wmass" base for the ruling‘
burbiucraoy. ' Againk, the sreation of Stukhanovism,vaa‘dona in
hothouso fashion, ‘but thia timo as opposed to tha tima of tho. _
kulak rosistanoc, both forcas ‘had but one purpose - to appropriatai:”
tho voalth cr-ated by tho workers. It was then that stalin uoved
to logitimizo the new clasa galled the "clnssleaa intolligantsiu.
Tho.now Stalin‘Constitution-haﬁ no furtner need ror ghosts from the .
past and it was then that he plnnnod the macabre Masaow Trials to
kili off at one and the same what was left of the "General Staff
of the Rgvolution" and the workers who resisted the né;Eﬁ'th by
the Plan.
ts t the Wap: saching for World Dom i
Stalin acted that way to the Russian people. Ile nct;d
thnt way to lfitler. He, Stalin, set theconditons for the Nazi-
soviet pact and the sarving up of Poland uai one, oply one, of
the texritories he wanted, What he didn't get from Hitler -
Eastern Eurcpe -« he got from ths Allies. And now thut the waf
was over, and he was victor over his immediate ecuemy, he wanted
to move straightway toward world conquest, especially if he could

got others =~ Chinesa and South Xoreans == to do the fighting.
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Beonomists like Varga wers saying thut if Plan means

:nolggﬂ,;al‘cfisis,thah'bhsré will e also be no gonwfal.cé;;is‘xh
in tha pfivato_cipitalist world. flnn i3 ns longer a mon&p&ly‘of
nsocialism® ffeﬁdi state capitalism) the war showed the Allies
planned and mean to continua an& not let a.ddpreésion follow th;s
w&r. That was dangercus "cosmppolitsnism® that bad to ba fought =8
- net in Varga who had no powox and could oasily be made to sing o
anoth;r song. What bhegan to concern ﬁim was that those clezeat to
him, the Peliiburo members, were "deviating." The first to go

- was Voinassonlky who had inaccently revealed the statae of the
Ruszian economy which had not besn opeu to the public since ths

outbreak of war. No one of course dared dispute Stalin and = no

one knew who would BLe the next %o go,.
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© By 1548, uniy one was fully with him in tho headleng rush

to Woxld war XII and he -- Zhdanov -~ was bumpsed off without the

“quat Lendez" knowing. Tiia was the beginnang of the end cof
.Stelin’s power. By 1950, Yugoulivtﬁ déractoi.' Sealin may have
‘rend tia E;Sndufritina on the wall az Af &t applied to all but his,
hhut ho Qaftainlr took ﬁo chnnoss with his tco-eagsr helirs, While .

he 1;€ Hala&kov read the méin ﬁddfasn at.tho 19th Congrerss, hp-@adal

_ﬁu ngggti_aét ‘bid to remain tha theorstician aftsr his daa.jbli w;th '

“hi?fiQESfiagnum opuﬁ,rﬂzcohﬁmlc‘Problews of Sociaiism.*,




Tas minute Stalin was buried, the bureaucracy ran from

J‘hls lnst'tostamont‘liko rets from a sinking uhiﬁ. Su tha absolute
tyrant who, alive, could command the ndulhtion nSun of the
Himalnynn* was forgottan ere & single sundown.

) But it was not tno battliug hoira vhe ars scut=11ng his
name ndw for whom the death of S¢alin symboelizad the beginniug of
the'and of-toﬁalttarlaniné, They mean to continuz "Commmuniazm.®
coéuunism. as péactised in Russia is o systiem of the most sweated
Iubor 1u the modsrn Sndustrial world, buﬁtrisaod by & vast couples

:L\of -pion and countor-spia-. Tne countormszpies ars not "foroighn
a-aat- They ara "Party muna who apy on thn NEVD (?) uho spy on .

'

tho:pnrty mon K and both g t.on the yaoplu. WLsra this ootopus

sl

*'doos not prosontly disgorgo 1t301f in blood baths knuwn ag purgaa

f tho kkind in Stalin 3 day, it is buttressad nonntholozs by

forcod 2abor aamps as isolated from the world: as that vest lnnd
{¢65n‘f1nd, It is from. thoro nevertheless #hat the challonga to
: totalitn;_anism ca 'm., But firat %he bell of froedom ;ang in Eaat

Berlin in the heart of _Europe.




T wan suddonly and str1k1ngly ahattersd on 'Juie 1?, 1053, when tno

eouragoously and in an unprecedented mannor to undermluo the Ruaaian

]
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CHAPTER IXXI: THE- BEGINNING O¥ THE nND OF RUSSIAN TOTALITARIANISM
LATELTINIS: Jine 17, 1953, East Gormanyj July 1933,
' Vorkuta "
The qyth that the Russian totalitarian State was 1nv1ncibtc

the
workers in]East German satollits took metters lnto thelr ovnt

haudu on thn quostion of speed-up, and moved spesdily, contidontly,

puppot state,. Horetoforo.‘absentooiam and slocwdowns were the only
woaponn uuan aaainst the intolerablo conditions in the factnriaa.
Bngznning with May lsth, howovar, whaen the communist government

announcod & naw increaaa in work hours, tho Germau workars broko_

out 1nto open strikes,. Trying to atop the strikos tho communist

governnout 1ssued euncassiona on 21l points oxpoopt speed-up-.:"'

Thnt ‘wus June lnth. On Tuusday. June 16th

:
’
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- bor-

Striken by he workors in the zest of Enstern Europo

*follcied. Thn-nussian buroaucraoy slept unea:ily, and Bor*a,

wax dirostly Ain oharga of the stnollitnm, wits Lo feel it most
“hesnly for- 1t was tha baginning of his end.

But, above all, it was the tagaining of the workorﬂ con-
'rldonaa in tho strugglo for freacdom, ' The East Gormans érote a
élorioul pagc 1n thig struggla Tor they anewored in an unmistakablo
”affirqntivcs an wan achieve rreedom out of the totalitlrianiam-"

6f ‘our age3

Evon tho alave 1aborors 1n Vorkuta heare this answer.




