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MARK'S CAPITAL AMD
THE PARIS COMMMUHE -

1. The Daspoucl Plan of Gapits) ve.
the Oooparative Plan of Lubor

] Tho theoreticel axip of Capital Yy Earl Marx 15 ‘the -
quaution of plen -- the despotic olan of cepital rgailnst the plan of fraely=-
aznociotod workers.. In the firat adi‘’en of CAPITAL, published in 1867, ‘Marx
hed Blready shown that capitelist production means the ‘subordination of man
to the fastory machine ond the fastory elocks In his chapter on "Gooperation?
ke ghowed how man i not an individual Jaborer but many laborers workidg: tée
gethter in one place. : : : oo

T - - In cooperative nroduction the despoiic plan inherent in
eapitolist production revenls itself in a form all its wtn -.-"the LieParohie
' uoture of contrel over sosisl laber, - To keep preduction going en en evor~
~expanding goole, to axtrect thas greatest amount . of surplug or uapald labor,
requires a:whole srmy of foremen,- managers, guperintendents, Lhage all work
- Zor:the capltalist with one sim and purpoce: - Yo force labor out of the many
laborers. The attempt to contro . Sooperative labor within capitaliné confines
- migtiof nescssity apgume & decpotic form. Planned despotiém arises not cut
of .the ceopérative Torm of the Llabor process " but out of the antegonistiv re-
lationship between the workers, on the. one hend,' ahd the ‘capifalis® and his
- bureaucrasy on the other hand, . ' e CT e

. Oosperation under the maptership of the capitaligt 1s in
direct opposition to the cooparating leborersy The' workor h&d' togt Ahig.iadi-
vidual slill to the machlna, _But'he gained a new pover in cocperating with
“hig-"fellov workers. The copitalist’s gimsl teneouy ‘employnent of workers in
oue place. has been willad by the capitalist, not the worker.  But thig in-
ereasé in labtor productivity creates a gosial power that the workers feel

atrongly. For from the stars this ig & masa poWar.

T .. - Cooperation ig in itself a productive power, a vower due
to sooperation, ‘the nower of soclal labor, Bub under cavitalistic eontrol
this ocooverative lator is not allowed to devalop frealy. 1Its funciion is
coufined to the nrodustion of value. It cennot releage itga now, moclal, hu-
man. anersies so long es the o0ld mede of production coutinues. Thv: the nature
ol the cooperative form of :labor power-ia in onpousliion to the caplalist in-
tegument, the yalue-form, At the same time the monstrous creation of monoto~
oy, ‘Speet-up, unifernity, militery rogularity end more epeed-up robs goience

. algo of iza self—davelapmant, confining it to the gingle pevpoge of extract-
inz ever greatsr smounts of surplus, unpeid labor from the workera. '

The Absnlite Contradietion
This develops into the abpolube contradiotion bstwon tha
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natura of machine industry ‘and the velue~ferm of ate cpuration.  Technulogy
had enalysed the few main fundamental motions. Thers it etopped. Tt could
go no further tbeczue> there la no such thing as an abotract, remots. class-
less development of machinery. Technology 'is an integral part of the devsl~
.opment of the productive forces. To excluds from it +the greateat productive

. Porce -~ liyving labor ~- cripplss and emaaculates science itsslf. . Under cup-
italism ' the sspuration of tha intslloctual powsrs of production from manuel
labor, the insorporstion of all scionece into the machine, means the trans- -
fo:mation of the intellectval power into the might of capltal over labor.. In
a word, 4t wetns +the iraneforzation of wan into & mero fragment of a man,
jus’ when the technical necessitiss of the machine demand variation in labor,
fluldity, mobility. :

Ius to the cooperative form of the labor procces the re=

_inigng_ of tha workers ie also a mass powet, The workera'! revolt develops
“from thelr fight against the insirument. of labor into their struggle against
‘the oipitalistic, conditions of lebor.. & workers thus a 8 a o

" time fight- for their emancipation and ggginat the capitalietic Umitations of

__ggignno.

o Thia is vhat Marx announced to the. whole worléd _in 1867.
rBeforo thin theoratic onslaught, so total as to.includs both hlstory and the
notuality of the class struggle, bourgaois sconomios lay prpetrate. ‘Ynereas
- noarly Pifty years ago. Ricsrdo had at least -posed the contradiction in wa-
chine production, vulgar economy we.a now redvced to denying it . altogcther.
The vacuity of their thinking cen be seon in thsir argument ~that since the
contradiction " s not inherént . in machinery '"as mch", it isa delusion 4o
think - that thers are contradiectiocns . in machinery undar capitalist controlr
Thie adding of two and two and coming up with.zero did not stop the bourgeois
ecanomist, however, from declaiming against the "bhackwardness' and atupidity
of' the worker who-broke up the machinery.

The th Inslghta of the Wbrkers._

But if the workers are too absorbed in ‘their “poncrote
s%rughlsa to 1ndu1ga in these abstract arguments, their actual struggles are
full of new perceptions. True they fought the machino iteelf as s competitor.
“But the first appearence of machinery as a handsaiden of ‘capital was its. irue
eppearance. Machinory "es such" wae & product of the ecunomists' imagination.
The proletariat therefors from the first was on the right track. and in the
despeaning of thelr etruggles with capital, the workere 2learnt to fight not

-tho instrument of labor but the capitalistic process of labor end through
that etruggle the road to their semancipation. The cepitalist ideologists
“iry to argue away the workers' enalsvement to capital while society itself is
o being threatensd with destruction of its human Jresources. The workor's re-
wvolt, on the other hand, triea to free modern industry itself from the death
penalty which hangs dver all socisty: .

" .. ' "Modern industry indeed compels society, under ponalty of
'death, to replace the deteil-worker of today, crippled by life-long repeti-
tion of one and the samoe trivial operation, and thus reduced to the mere
fragment, of a wan by the fully developed Individual, f£it for a variety of
labors, ready to face uny changs in production, eand to whom the different
- soeial functions he performs, are but so many modes of giving free scops to
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" His own natural and acquired powers."

Co 8o long, however, as the economic status of labor remains
‘whet it is under copitaliem, £t is impossible for modern industry <to escape:
thet death peralty. The depth and breadth of the class struggles are a sign
that <the contradictions of ecapitalist production are driving toward o new
resolution. Again Perip, where nll social revolutions have hitherto recsived
thair highest expression, ie the testiug ground of two.modes of labor. The
struggle is fought out in the open 4n the form of & selzure of powor of the
capitalist stata,

2..The Paris Commune -- 8. Form of Workers' Rule

The social revolution that erupted in Paris or March 18,
1871 was not like anything ever before seen in history. The treason of the
ruling class noosssituted the saving of French civilization by ths proletari-.
~ at. A Pew months esrlier Fapcleon IIT had lost the Franso-Prussian war. The -
- bourgecis republic which took over the reigns of goveryment found that it was
mors afraid of revolutionary Paris then of Bismerck's army. With the flight
%o Veraaillee of this govermment, ~the revolutionary prolatariat reached the
‘greetest turning point in history -- the remolding of itsslf as the ruling

_gl_au’. a _ ,

R Louls Blanqui, famous revolutionary and head of & .se-
crot armed force, had been plotting insurrection seriously, unremittingly,

" for years. He tried again when the Republic of France’ showed itssly rendy
to 8011 out to Bismarck. But, without mnas support, - the insurreoctionary
plan of his elito group failed of necessity. In real life the insurrestion
came at the peak of the ascending revolution, not vice versa.

: On March 18th tho soldiers were ordered by the head of
the reactionary government, M. Thiers, to transport the-cannen of Parid to
Verzaailles. The milkmaids who were on the streets surrounded the soldisrs,
Although the men had not yot como into the streets this early morning and the
wonsn were not armed, they held their owm. .As in every real peoplc's revolu-
tion, new strata of population are awakened. This time it was the womon who
were the first to act. Then the reveille was sounded and all of Ezedin was in
the strsets. .The apies of Thiers barely managed to escape ‘with +ne informa-
tion that it was impos=sible to inform on the leaders of the uprising since it
couprisod .the entire population. o B

A New State-Power.

- The act of self-defenss wos olso the act of self-govern-
ment. Just as the Second Emplre was the natural affspring of the parliament-
ary government which had crushed the 1848 revelution, so the parliementary
government that had succeedcd Napoleon TII had but one “urnction -- to be the
angine of clasas despotism. The worors found they had to smasch this state to
smithereens. ‘

The firat act of the revolution was to arm iteelf, Tho
armed people struck out against the ubiquitous state organsg -- the army, ths
polico, offlcialdom -~ which wore such & faithful copy of tho hierarchio div--
igion of lnbor in the factory. fThe first workers' state in history, called
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the CQmmqne uof Paris, was born.

. The Commune wng ccmposed .in the main cf Blanquiets and
Proudhoniets, But the Blenquists becams Communards only by giving up their
insurrectionary plan and riding on the mave of +he poopleis ravolution, The
‘Proudhonists. 1ikewise had to give up their sohomas. The development of large-
acule produotlon had already undermiued the artisan type which formed the ‘so-
oinl bese for Proudhonism, Fow the 1871 revolution destroyed entirely its
peilosophy of no politleal activity, . The. Parisicn workers whn had just over-
" throma bourgeois dominetion got down to the tmsk of ruling thomeolves and to
- do%t dow . tho oonditi~ng of their labor, And al]l this wns being done while
the enemy was at the gatsa,

_The Dastrustion of Buresusratism

et e . . .The first decree of the first worlkors! state was the abo-

"~ litien. of the standing army. The fired announcement, of ths type of political

: rule 'to.be set.up 1s typloal: "A1l public services are Toorpanized and. gima--

C o plified,® . | S S ) R i IR T
Celi s *. The ermed people smashed "paliamentarism, Thé pe~ple's

Qzdombly  ¥us not to be & parlismentary talk-shop bub o working dody,  Thoas -
who pass the laws .elso exeoute them. There' was thue to bs 1o division be-
 ootwenn ths oxoecubive and leglelative bedles, The shem iudopendence of the.ju-
©vdivlary vas likewise eliminated, Judgos, ac all othur ropresontitives, ary ©o
" be alected and ‘to be subjeot to recnll, Represontatives of the proletariat,
hewover,: are not yot the proletariat as a whole,, Therefrra, %o assure con-

- troi~over' tho eleoted ropresentatives, thoy too ara gubject to recall, " Thus
the powar romains alweys in tho hands of the mass €1 o' whole, ’ T

N . . .. Publio mervice was to ‘bo ncoompliched at a woriman's
waga, " Thus was lold the bnsis of ohonp govornmenk, The hiercrokic division
of iabor wms glver further blowe. Tho deorce soparating church and gtate
- abollshed religioua ocontrol of oducation eénd kindled intellectual 1ife on &1l
frontas, True to its prolotarian spirit, ' some districts began fimmedidtely to
olotho and feed ¢Gheir ohildren, PBducati-n wss to bs open and frae to all,
But, - ovon above thet, the reorganizotion of the motheds of oducation wns to
begin with the fullest pnréioipation of tho wholo people, The firnt.eall
wont out. fio teachers and parents, Tho tonchers were ingtruoted “to employ
exolusivoly the exporimontal and sclontific mothod, thHat which starts from
faots, physionl, moral and intellcotunl,™ . ‘

"The_Politimn} Form nt last Dismcsvered®,

The utopinna had beon busy invonting political forms of
rule, tho anarchista ignoring all political formn, the pebiy-bourgusis demo-
orate aocepting tho parlismontary form. DBut this écmmuno is what the workors
oame up with -- smagh tho state form of capitalfa rulc; suporsode with a com-
mune-typd of self-govornmont, This thon wos ¥tho political form ot lngt dia-
‘oevored to work out tho ovonomio omnneipation of the prolotariat." Marx hed
doducsd from history that the bourgools stato-form would disappear and tho
proletnriat organized as tho ruling clnas would bo tho point of transitlon to
o classless sooloty. Now ho hailod tho horoiem of the Communarda, Ho studied
thie apoeific form of prolstnrinn rulc and dir~lorod 3ts sogorot: "Tha politi-
col -rale of tho produear olumob .. "zisl  Fi%h the plrpetuvzitén of his sooial

glavery.” N , .
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Tho insoparability of politics and oounomicy was ostnbe
lishod by tho Comming by its om working exietonue, Ite.Commigsion of Labor
‘and Exchange, staffod mainly by mombors of tho -Firgt Inbornational (which
had boon organizsd undor Morx'ts loadorehip) aococmplishod its grontest work
not in tho doorsos i% paased. tut An the stimalation it gavo to workers to
tako things into thoir own handc, It bogan by asking tho workers to roopen
the worke which had toon nlardoned 1y their ownorz and run thou. by “the
cooperative ngsooialior of tho workny omployed in thom,® Tha aim vns to
tranalorm land and moans of production into moro ingtrumenta of “froo and
usaoniotod iaver,n g :

"Froc and Arsoeinios Ladop!

' : - _ Tho Communo's wovrzehops thomszolvos woro modols of shops
. organizod oy & prolotarinn democratis dasis. Tho workors thomsalvos appoint-
" = ed the diroctYors, ehop and bonmoh foromon, . Thezo waro subjeot to dismissal by
tho werkers if rolations or ornditione proved umsatisfaotory. Mot only wore
‘wagos, hours .and working oonuaitiions aso% but, abovo nll, a footory oommitton
~mot avory cvoning to digouss tho roxt doy's work, .

SR . Thus plain working mon undor sirtumsinnces ol -unexamplod
- diffioulty govornod thomsolves, Tho Commun?, by boing the golf-govornmont of

tho producers,  sot froe all tho olomonts of ‘tho futura scoioty, Marx do-

soribod it.as "Working, thinking, fighting, blooding Parle -~ almoas forgot-

“‘fuly in its inoutation of & now socioty; of tho oanmnibals at Lba gntos == ra-

diont in bho onthusiasm of its himtoris initintivo;"

’ Tho epontancous maez outburst that took tho form of tho
Cormuno of Poris lasted only %wo months boforc tho Parisinn workors wors mas-
" gaorpd by tho blocdioat torvor in history, But in thoso two short months tho
workurs acoomplishod moro miraolos thar oapltalism hud in as many centurios,
Tho grontost miracle wos ita-working oxistones, It abolighod - $ho gtonding
orny ‘and armod tho pooplo instond, T4 smash?d to smithoroons state burocaue
oratism, placed public officinls on 0 worlman's =nlsry and mado them subjoot
o reoall, It nbolichod tho division  Lotwoon tho legde<lative and tho oxoou-
tivo - and transformed tho parlismont from a tallcing to a working body, I%
oroatod uow oonditions for labor, On all fronts tho oroative initintive of
the moesos  had onsurod the mexinum activity of tho mass ond tho minimm for
its olootod roprosontallvoa, It thus stripped bho fotishisms off all forms
of rulo: oconomic, politisnl, intoliostunl, ’ . :

3. Tho Fo%ishism of Commoditios
Ve, Tho Now Form of Cooperation

It wna tho Sotolity of tho reorgenl+~*+ien of gsooioty thnt
shod now inaight into tho totallty of the contradictiong or ~cmmodlty pro-
duotion, By smashing tho old stato-form and suporsoding it with tho Communa ;
an ond had Toon put to tho hiorcrchio divisien of lobor, tho division botwoan
pelitics and ooonomics includod, By oxposing tho bourgoois stato to be tho
publis foroe of sooial enslavomant thot it wng, +tho prolotarint domonstrntod
how the 9@gp}uto11_993;29rm_gg_ggpggratiqn, rolansod from its valuo-irtogu.
mont, oxprosscs itsolf, Inis wag so Oioarly tho rbcolule spposite of tha di-
0lostio movemont of lakor undor capltnlism, forcaed inte a valuo-form that
all tho fotishisms woro strippod off the lgttar. ’
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. Fvar.gince Narx aad broven from hourgeolc anoiaty, -somo -
three dacades lafore tho Paras Commeno, ke had beeu busy analyzing the sooial
form of pradustist eallsd enpifalism, Prom tho ednrs he hed Yegun with labenr,
It wac the oonoept of ailennted lebur +hat made 4% posalblo for hinm to dig
deep inte the mysteriea of capitalist oreduction, By the time he hod reaqhed-
the first edition of CAPITAL Youx had succesdad in snowiag thet vwhet eppeared
idoally as pian rsvealod iteslf In Sho piroteln ol prndustisn &~ be ‘tho ian-
disputed avthority of the capitalist, Whot Yarx now shows Qg olnurly -wog
4hat this deapotism also hides ilself in tho morket in the comodity,  .seome
ingly sinmple and overyday, in roality o meonslronc fobish, < ‘

Thore ir nothing simple atout 8 Juesiodily, I do a great
fotich that mokag the dezpcrir conditions of oapitelist rroduction appeait ag
if they ware 30ifwzvidens trubhe of sociel produntion, Notning could be fure
ther from the truth. Just es thesa ochditienn wern kietorivally determinzd
and ¥est on the servituds of tho laborar, wo the commadity (rom tha start of
oapitalism is 5 réfloation of the dual charnotor of iabor, It is from the
start a unity of oppcsitos, uss-value and velue, whioh, in embrys, aontoins

" &11 tho contradiotizzz of capitulisi. :

. The Duality of Capitalist Society.

I
S

.This simplo bthing war bo;.rond the parcapti~n of tho groat-

:..0 ast . bourgeois econemict, -Ricado, - despibts | the digsovery of labo.r as the
L ... wourge of valueo Although olessionl politisnl connomy had reduced value &e
" 4ts lnbew uontent, -it had nover once esied itesli’ WHY-Zhiw aontent, 2abor,

" aspumed this form, voluo. ’

e Long ‘l:of'ox'e' CAPITAL lMarx hod eanlyzed %he dunlity perva-
44nz bourgaois sosloty: TiIn our arve agorysina ranre agpand wLER Lta cune
brary; mechinory giftod with tho werdosful_powes of shortsiing and: fruotify-.
ing  human labor, we beh~ld sinrving and ovarvorking 3t., The now-fangled
sources of wenlth, .by scme strango woird spall, oro turnod inbe sourocs of
vant, Tho vioterice of arme soom bought by the leoes ¢f c¢hornoter, A% the'
pame paos thot mankind mosters naturo, wen gdrond t~ buaomo onglaved to- othex
men or to his owm infomy, Evon tho purc light of solanco ‘yzoms unable %o
ghine but on:a dark baolgreund of ignoranso, A1l our dnvontions nod progroes
yoem to reault in ondewing matorimi ¥srmos  with intolleotual 1ife, and 4n
stultifying humnn 1ife tnte o motardul fortog This antogouiem bouwsen nodern
“industry and solonto on tho ono hand, modora micery cnd dinsolution ' on tho
other hand; this ant.jonism beswoan tha produntive poiors and the zoolal ro-
intiona of our vposh is & rnut, palpadble, vverwhslming ond not to ha vontro-
vortad,®

. Novortholoss, whon it como %o tha spoiific veonumle cato-
gorios, Morx hed not; ae lato ax 18359, poncirntod into tho mysturies of %he
oommndity, What ho knew ho atiributed to gumornl knmowlodgu,. wribting in tho
CRITIOVE OF POLITICAL HCONOHY that ovaryene couid coo thas preduciion rolom
tiong wero ronlly iavolv»d-in tho oxzhapge of thinks co thut very 11ittlo my-
atioism attachus itsolf to tho vommodivy, Tho mystlclem rathor 48’ in tho mo-
noy and oapitnl-totish, By 1247 ho s009 the orror and ho sinzles out tho
fotish of the sommddity-form. Dut uven horo %ho mudn omphnsis lg on- the fon-
tnetis Porw whioh mokee produciion rulations oppear ae roletinns of things,
In the CRITIQUE Marz preotis%1y VWenfs-v]  tho commndihy og preconting ne
spesinl mystifying prothlong In tho fargw ndiil.n -0 CAPITAL Mnr= oconcontrotos
on the form of waluo, Duu 4tr fonkastie foim of oppoerarca g moel siriting
41 the oquizmlont form; In athor words, ho is gtill oome.rnss with aequality
and inequality. e
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R . 1t i only beocouse - of the 1llumination. shed - upon the-
question by the Communo ' that Mayx now sees tbat tho major diffisulty is in
the elemeniary form of walue, Having located the trouble at its sourse, the
new smphasis 1s no lengor on the fantastic form that & predust of labor aea-:
eumeas . Tho eiecfal digcowery Le that it _cun have no other ‘beo
is in truth what rrlations 4n oapitalist produotion are: material relations .
betwoon people and sooifel relations betwnon things, ~ - e -

A11 Husen uzetgma Porverted | S : S ot
-7 Bvorything undor oapitalism is inverted. Machines domi-
nate mwaly, mot siam mohines, © All solence ia ombodisd in the machine rathor
thna'ﬂn"&h.html producors,  Evorything is topsy-turvy, 411 human relations-
(1 X L, ‘pervarted, Entarial rolations are dominant and dominant. by-vir=
tue of War =207y of doad over living labor, ‘Soodety moves through constant
Mlheaﬁwy inpetue the mawsas givo to the produotive foroea 4s taken over
b5’ mldeg” Surctucracy and used against the masser, ~ It cannot ba othar--
S13F 40 Ydag Se "ths procoss of production hae mostery over man Ainstéad of
6 SSAPSIY by hs, e - X

o N T2 B e ' ' . . . T
' : “¥8ie™perverse rolation of subjoot to object. is mo alle

‘ pui-ﬁgiva"thﬁt;!t hag 4n 1%s grip not olone tha ‘oppreased olaes dut ever tho
oppresdor otasa, ':That is why - olassical politionl socnomy could not _solve!
tha mystery, It met hers ite historio barrier; . "

"_,-.-,. -' P R ' '

T e menl o ®fhe galue-form, of the product of labor' is not only the
ost abstraot,  but 1g alse the most univoranl form, 4aken by the produot in
bourgéola produotion, and otampa that production .as a particular apnoles.of
sooiel produstlon::and therebty givos it its spocinl historionl charnoter, If
then wo treat “this modo of produotion aas one otornally fixed by nature.faor
. wery. ".- ta of sooloty, wo necossarily overlook that whioch is' the differentia

speoifica of’ the value-form, and: consoquontly the. oommodity-form - and of the -

further dovslopmonts, monoy-form, capital-form, eto.T . e
.o Mnrx had transformod +the Ricardian theory of wmlus inbo
the theory of surplus-value ‘by making tho labor process the cornorstons of
.. his analyeis and shoring - what kind of labor produses valus and surplus-valus,
" Fow Marx:left politieal ‘oocnomy behind ontirely, Tho Commune had oranted

~ the objeotiva’ and ths subjootive foundation for this lesp by Marx, By re-. -

leasing labor from tho' confinos of, value production, 1t eshowsd how peeple .
could be.frecly amsocintod without the degpotism of onpital or tho mediation:
of things. - Contronk tha' oxpansivenoas of that movement with the mutilation

of laboy under capittlish, robbing the workors of nll form of their own ond- -

raducing them merely to o oomponent of lator in general, - Thel; is tho apooif-
“do oharacter of labor under oapitolism, Tho valua-Form which alone 6o£tnins
the roductions of the many variod concreto labors into one abstraot maas 4ie
the nesosaary result of -this speoifio oharactor of onpitalist labor, . Beeing
the poritive nohievemonts of the Commune s tho richnoss of the human traits
who cnoo the full and free dovelopmunt of the individual® hes bogun, brought
into aharp relief for Marx that the fetiahism of commodity arises from tho

The Comiume I1luminatad Mnr_;'_'q,__";‘};n;:ne‘t&anl Pretloms

The form.of" valuo is not only a logical devolopmont, It
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1u a souiul phenomnono It involvos avery-ﬁhing e pmporty, %ho 'stato, the
markot, Capitalist priveto propordy is tho oppoeito of molf=oarmod priwvato
proporty, It s in faot  based on tho oxpropristion of the producer from tho’
‘ land and “hc consoquont sopnrution of tho 1oboror from tho moans of labor.
Yet the fe.m of priwato proporty ocontinues to embraooc capitalistio proporty.
Tho invarsion doos not astop thora, Tho stato is the ‘ongino of olass despot-
ism but it appoarz nas if 1t gtood atovo clagses, In oxpoging the fetishism
of tho sommcdity~form, Marx shows that in ronlity the groutest , production
socnomist of tho botrgeoicie, Ricardo, had mover fully gotton away from the
- movikes and oxchangos By donling with tholr scoisl ‘relntions cpenly,. diroctly,
the Commnme méved the wWhole quastion of form from a dabnts among mtallcotmlt
%o 1:‘10 sarlous nutivity or astnbnshing; a now sooinl ordor°

' . Hnrz never looked ot oonoroto dvuvﬁ's onoocidodly, to soa_
haw thoy oonfamed t0 his proviously-establishod’ theon' Tho theory olways .
. gaiod in dopth by tho procosses of history itsolf, = alono wzs the fomm
of wiuve fully elarificd, Important additions weoro ini:mc.‘t.od into tho finol -
T parb,; con the: TAocouwmlation of Capital¥, In analyzing +%ho “Goneral Law of
: _Oapitnlilt Ascumulation®, .Marx now posos the quostion of the:ultimato. dovole
: ormont of thn 1aw of oconwontration and oentmlimtion of ocrpitnlc ‘ .
o S L given aooia by tho Iimit would not bo romohed ‘uitil -
) tho mmnon'b whon tho ontire gocinl oopitel woro wnited 4in’ tho honds oither of

a sinsle onp'tulist o:' uf o a:l.ngla onpitalist oorpom'bion T, e o

et AW .
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' Ye-b 'bhe 1mpnrtanco © of this nnulysis :ls not lo by !.n -
tho pwdletion of nﬁnto-anpj.tanm os in .tho' oacogorionl "gbatomont. tha't: fol«t
.lowai. This logical dovolopmont doos not in any woy change tho genoral obiole
ube lawof capitelisi -- tho ersotion of the unomployed army. The ;. goeator
tho dovelopment of oonstant oapitnl (mmohinos) ot tho oxponso of varigblo.

“onpital (1iving 1808}, p. tho grenfor the nooumulation of misory a'!: tho othc.
pulo, 'bha Erontoz’ ‘oo nro tho rovol'be af 'bhe wark‘wg- oloss, -

So wo aro 'bo.ok to hiatory and :lta procosaos. Bu'b' .80
i‘ir:nly doos lhn: rave his fout on tho ground that ho doog not allow CAPITAL
to ond wlth tho historiccl tondoncy . and ite femoue “oxproprlation of: tho,
-oxproprintors,®  No, ho. indists on roturaing us %o prosont-day oapi'l:uum

- and i%a origin - in primitlvo accumulation, Marx onds tho major work of his
14fo with tho romindar that Ttho sapitalist mode of produotion.and sooumula=
tion and thoroforo copituliet priwmto pz'opurby, have for thoir i‘undumontnl
oonditlon tho nnnlhilntion of soll- oamod privato property: inm othel worda
tho oxpropriatien of tho laboror, . "Intogral. to Mxrx's ¢onocoption. .of thoe
—=prosont and futuro 01‘ cnpitaliam iz thia moving analysis of tho bloody path
by moone of which . capitalism damo to powor; putting down tho ruvolt of tho
porsunts againast their oxproprintion. from tho lond and hording . thom into
tho feotory, Thore, disoiplined, thoy would prosumnbly bo unable to roveld
any more, In roality tho -revelt of tho mow olass of proloiariang =~-n olass
elwnys inoronsing ip numbors ond dles!»T4ned, unilod, erganized by  tho
vory mochaniem of tho proocosa of oups +alict produotlon i.tsoli‘--isa thoe ¥oud
not alonoc to thoir omanoipntion but to tho ond of olass rule, °
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. mﬁx's_s CAPITAL AND THE PARIS COMMUNE

~

“.,ThefDespotic"Pldn of Capital va. the Cooperative
. ; Flan 0t labor

¢ Eyer 8inad Marx had broken from bourgeole MXKXW¥ soclety, some three o
: é&c;ﬂe&,bsforefthavParia Communne, he had been busy analyzing the soolal form ',
“Mf. produntign-called eapitalism, From the atert he had begun with labhor, :
I% %as the ooneept of alienated labor that made 1% poasible for him to dlg. - . ./
| :deexn, into - the'wyetorios of capitallst production. By tho time he had readhsd
‘J Jﬁha*fibet“dﬁitlanof'GAPITAL, Marx nad succeeded in showing that what appea
videnlly as plan.revesied 4tself in the orocess of production to be the o
-.'uqﬁigputed‘authdrlty of thé ecapitalist,

;The theoretleal axie of CAPITAL is the quesifon of plan -~ the despotic
laninf sapital ‘egainst the plan of freely-assoclsted workers. In the. finst
;edition’ of UAPITAL, “publisted in 1867, Marx had already shovm that capitalist
'3 gtion mwans ‘the subordination of man to the factory machine and the ' © -
. i In his.ohapter on “Cooperation™ he showed how war is not am, ;-
#L,igu rer but rany laborers working together in one plaace, R
g X Lo e SRR . g - . : o
n ‘cooperati § production, the despotis plan inherent in capitalist ..
X 3 1ﬁ§éxf=1n a form all 1ta own -- the hierarchic strusture’
" lanor,  To keap productlion; gaing on en ever-egpanding

16,710 éxtract the’ greatsat amount of surplue or unpaid lbor, requires a
' of forenen, managers, superintendents.’ "These all uvrk for the S
8118t with ‘ode din ‘and purpose: t4 force labor out of the many laborers,
ﬁtemptptpqgontrol'chparativeilabnr within capitallst confines must of
ity ‘assume s despotic form, Planned despotism arises not out of the
1 ! ve ‘Yorm of the labor nrocess but out of the antagonistle relatlion-
,bhip-between-the,workara, on tho one hand, and the canita .18t and his bup-
éaucracy on the other hand, ° : .

- Cooparation under the mestership of the capitalist is in direct opposi--
tion. tv the cooperating laborers, The vworker had lost biie individual -
: 8kil} to the machine., But he gained & new power in eooperatingwith his
. fellow workers. The capiialist's simultaneous employmzent of workers in oneg
B :plece has been willed hv the capltalist, not the worker. But this ineresse
t{ An labor Productivity creates a social power that the vorkers feel strongly.
3 for from the start this is a mass power. :

Cooperation is i1 itself a produative pover, a nower due to cooperation,
the vower of social labor, But under cavitalistie eontrol, this conperativd
labor 'is not allowed to develop freely. Ita funetion is aonfined t9 the pro-

uetion of value., It cannot releasé ita ney, soclal hukan energles ao long
8 the o0ld mnde of production nontinues, Thus the nature or tho cooperative’
forn of labor pover ig in opposition 4o the manitallst Intemiment, the
‘¥alue-form. At the seme time, fhe uonatrous ereation of monntony, sveed-up,
_'un{forminy, mili;ary_regularity and uore spped-up rohs salenne also of its
gelf-development) aonfiaing it to the single mimose o extracting ever
greater arcunts of surplus, unnzaid lehor frem tha vorkers, -




ihe Ahaolu*e Ountrad;nticn .

Thia daveluoa 1nt0 the absolute ontraﬁintion betwaan the" nature
of mﬁohi 1] 1ndustrv and the b&lue-form of ite onnration. Technoiogloal

wriﬁ&ng ﬁad analvzed the fow main fundanmental nofiona. " There it stopped.

4t v

It aould .goino furbher becauae there 1s no such thing as an abatrant,
. ‘{m :

a,,glaealeaa development of machinery. Pgehnology 18 an 1n§egra1
‘..j’l .

pa"t'ot tha developnent of the productive forces, To execlude from it

',ugi‘.;;&?h‘.—,‘---—»ﬂ-"- S

the 5raateat prnduntive force -~ living lahor -- cripples and emasculates

lclence 1taolf. Under capitalism the separatisn of the intellectual

.p ﬁers of prqduction from manual labor, the innorpuration'nf all sclence

In a word, i% weans the tranaformation
of'mén 1nto & mere franment of 8 man, Juat vwhen the tenhnﬁ@al neceéa;tiea
of the marhina damand variation in lahor,’ fluiditr, mobility. -

'; Due to the ecnperative form of the lahar prﬁnéss, the resigtance

of the workera 1s alco s masa power,. The unrkers' revolt develops fiom

o their fight againet the instrument of labor into thelr strugple against the

reapitaliatic aonditioas of labor. . The warkers thus at one and twe same time

i ight for their euEnaination and sealnst the eseiialistic limitations of

‘snience.
. This i1s what Marx announcél o the whole werld in 1867, DBefore this
theoretin onsléught, 80 total ua to include “ath: Listory and the actuallty

of the rlass strugile, hourgesls encnauins lay nrostiate, Whereas nearly
-TAfty years earlier, Rlearde had at least nosed tne amtradietion in mzehine

oroduetion, vulgar 8conouy was now reduced o denving it altopether. The

vacuit¥ ef thelr thinltine can he seen in their qrqvmnnt that since the aon-
tradintion ia not inherent in wachinery "as sueh", 1t is a delusion to

think that there are nontradiections in machinery under canitalist aontrol,

This adding of two and two and ronitg un with zero did net stop the bour-
gecls esonomist, howere, from declaiming asainst “the backwardness" and
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-atﬁpzm‘yi of ‘thé' worker who broke up the mechinery,

'_The Hew Inaighta of the Wcrkera

“ut Af “the workere are too abaorbed in. their nsonerete struggles to

tndulga 1n these ahatrant arguzents, it is the actual class struggles which

:.fahad strons illunminetions on tho thaoretinal problems by wvirtue or the fact
”‘man engagad 1n those struggles are Tull of new percenuions. True, they fougﬂt

"the machine itself as a competltor. But the firat appearance of machinery a8

o handmaiden bf eapital was 1ts true appearance. Machinery "as such® vas a

prnduct uf ‘the' aaononista‘ imagination, The proletariat therefore from the

Afifet was ‘o the right track.- .And In the deepening of the struggles with .

ihe workera learned to fibnu no¥ the 1nstrument of labor but the

~capitalistin prcaeea of labor and through that the limitaﬂions on Bcienoe's

%development. Tbe canlitalisd 1deologiata trv to argue away tha workers'

s‘ennlavement to canital while goclety itself is being threatensd with de-

' Btruotion af 1ts human resourcea. The workers' revolt on the other hand

3
i

letriea To free nudern industry 1uaelf from the dealth penalty which hanga

over gll sociaty,

"Modern induoiry indeed eommels 8ociety, under penalty of deaih,
to replace the detail-worker of todav,  erippled by life-long
vepetition of one and the same trivial operation, and thus re-
duced to the mere fragment of a man hy the fully developed indi-
vidual, fit for a variety of labor, ready to Tace any change in
production, and to whonm the different 8onial funotiona he per-
forms, are but so many nodes of ttiving free secope to his own
natural and acqgulie:i vowers."

3o lour, hovever, as the econonie status o7 lahor remains what it 1s

under capitalism, 1t is 1mposaihlelfor madera industry to escape that

i death penaltv. The depfh and bLresdth of the nlase trigrles are a sipn that

the ecntradictions of canitalliat production are driving toward a resolution,
Aitaln Paris, vhere all sonial revslutions have hitherto recelved- thelr

higheat expression, ig the testine ground of tuo modes of labor. It is at
the same time the historie illuminatis» whiech enables Herx to see exactly

how freely asscclated lahnr sheds the fetishisn of co miodities and counter
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Poaea itaelr to the laws of the contralization of capital leading to

its nonoentﬂation 1n the kands of one single 6apitalist or one single

capltaliat ﬂorporation. »
gha Farie Gommune -8 Form of WOrkané Rule . s

Tha social rQVOlution that erupted in Paria on Maroh 18 1871

was not 14ka anything every before soen 1in histnry. The traaun of the

ruling ~;-ea necesaitated the saving of French eivilizatlon by the pro-
1eaarlat. A ’ew months eariler Napoleon III had lost the Franco-Prussian
- , ’ ey
'fwar.. The bourgeuia republic whioh took over the welgne of government found

_that 1t waa more afraid of revolutionary Paria than of Bismark's army.

-With the'flight to Versaillee of th*b?~nvernnent the revolutionary prOa
letariat reached the- greatest turning point in hiatory, == the ramold;ng

3ot
15

of ‘itself aa the: ruling nlesB, \ ‘

Louis Blanqui, fameus revolutionary and head of a secrat arued'forﬁe, b
'had been plotting iqsurrention seriovaly, unremittinsly, for years, He 1
R“ tried aga*n when the Tenuh“ln of France Bhnwed itae‘f readv to sell 01t to‘

"Jjbk Biamark. Eut, without mass support, the insurrectisnary plan of his slite

‘rmgroup,failed of necessity., In real Iife, the insurrection name at the

peak of the asconling revelutisu, nos vice versa.

Cuo March 1Bth, the soldiers were ordered hy the nead of the reactione
ary goverpment, 1. Thlers, tc tranaport the cannon of Purls to Versailles.
the milkmaida, who were on the streets, surrounded fhe soldlers, Although
the. men had nbt corte Into the streets this early in the norming and the
viomen were net armad, they held thelr oun, As in every reel people's revo-

.gE;gtion, nev strata of nopulation are avakened, This tire it was the women
tyho were the:first 4o act, Then the reveillle was sounded and sll of Paris

wee In the strests, The sples of Thiers bareliy nanged to esezape with the

information that it was iumoessible to ifnform on the leaders of the uprising
since it ecoumrised t'e entire povulation,
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:.Tha act nf selfndafense was alaq tha act of salf-government. Just
he the Sadmnd Empire was ths natural offsprins of the parliamgntary

Jphich had cruahed. the 1848 rovolutlon 80 the parliamentary

govérzméh%’ﬁhat ha.d sucoceeded Napoleon III hd. but ona funr-tion - to be

.f tha angina sf.axaas deapotism. The workers found they had to smash this

The rirat ‘met ‘of the revulutlon Was. to arm itself, 'The armsed people

5 strqok burr against the ubiquitous state orga.us -~ the army, the Police,

Y
)

'__, whinh were such a feithful copy of the hierarchic division
The first workers' atate in history, ealled
N_The Cotune. vas. Ponposad in the maln of Blanquiste and Proudhonists.

But the Blanquists beoame "ommurards only by givinm up their insurrect;og;ﬁy:

;plan and riding on the wave of the peonle 8 revolution. The Proudhonista

11kawiee had %o aive up their utoplan schemas, The devlopment -of large-
soale pruduotion had alwendy undermined the artisan tyne which fofmeﬁ the
sooial base for Proudhonism. liow, the 1871 revolution destroyed éntirely
ite phtlosoﬁhy of no political s actlvity. The Parisian workers wno hed
Juet ovebthrcwn bourgsois domination got down to the task or mling
themselvss and setting down the donditions of their labor., All this was
being dme while the enemy vas et the gates.

The Destruotion of Bureaunratism

'?hﬂ firat decree of the first workers' state was the abolition of the
standing srmy, The first announcenent of the txpé of political rule to

be 86t up s typleal: "411 wublic services are reorganizsd and sinplified,®

The armed veople smashed parliamentariem, The pesple’s asgenbly was

not to be a parliaventary talking shop wut a working body. 'Those who
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:Judioi&ry waa eimilarlv eliminated. Judges, as all othsr representatives,
Rnpresentative;-of the

" Therefore,

'True to 1ts prolatarian spirit, sone distrints began immediaual
to olothe and fead their rb*ldren. Education was 9 he npen and frea to
all.- But even above that, the: reorgan*zation of the metnods of eduration

g'was to begir ﬂith the fullpat nartiripation of the whole peonle. The firgt

-:1caa1 went jout to teachers and parents. The teachers were instructed "to

-4l

',anpluy aao1Uu1vely dhe exnar;mental and selentliflic metl-od, that which
"starts from Tacts, nhvainal noral and in%telleatual.”

Hehe P011t1oal Form at Last Discovered"

" The utopians had heen busy laventing politieal forme of rule, the

~arparchists ignoring all politieal forns, the netty-bourgeois denoarata

acneplting the parliawentary foru. But this Zommme is what the vorkers

came up with -~ smash the state form of ecanital's rule: supergede with
a conmumune-type of self-government, Tris then was "the vnolitical form at
laat discovered 4o work out the eennonic emannination of the proletarint.”

Marx nad dcduced from nistory that the houremensis gtate fornm vould disappear
2nd tha proletarint orsanizeld as the rulling rlass woulil he the noint of
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‘tranaition o a olaeelesu Bouiatv. Now he hailed the hercism of the

Communards., He studles thia Bpecifiu forn. of proleuarian rule and dis+
;- cloaed 1tn seo*et “*ha pnlt;oal rule of the ppodunor oannot ooo:iat
;with the. perpetuation of his social alaverv.

A ”hﬂ 1nﬁeparab111ny of politics and economics vas eatablished by the
Gommunce, by 1*& ovn worklng axe*tenee. Its Comniesion of Labof and

:Ezchungp, Btaffed rainly by members. of the International, annumplished;
1ts greatast work LDt 1n tho decreua it paaaeﬂ,‘but in the stimulation it
gave tn workara to take things into thelr won hands, It began by asking
'thefwoikers to reopen the works whioh had vedn abandoned by their DﬂnBrB
and run ﬂham thay "the cooperative assoolation of ‘the workers employed 1p
\thﬁp,!; The aim was g1 transform land and means of production into mere‘

ggﬁéﬁxﬁxx 1natrumants of " free and asszelated labor,”

";'l The . Gnmmuna s workeshépe themselves were raodels of shobs orgahized'dn

f a nruletarian deuoaratic basis. The works thsmselves anpointed the directorq
shap and bennh forenen, Thase were subject tno disnisaal by the workers 1f
relaticns or nonditlons proved unsatisfaatory, Not only vera vages, hours

nd working eonditiona set but, ‘above all, a factory nommittee met ev_gg

Bvanlnr to discuss the next dav 8 work.

Thus, plain working men, under circumbances nf unexamnles diff;nultj;__,

‘5 governed khemselvas, The Communce, by beﬁng the aelf-government of the

! producers, set free all the elements of the future society. Marx described
1t as a "weorking, thinklng, fighting,'bleeding Paris -- gluont forgetful, in
142 incubation of e new soclety, of the cannibals at 1ts patee -- radiant

in the entrwalagm of its historis tnitiative !l

The anontaneious maps outburst that tosk this Form of the REOIXKMKK

communs of Paris lasted only two months before the Parisian workers were
sgacred bv the hlosdiest therror in history. But in those two short months,

tie workers acconplished nore miracles than canitallisn had in as many
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o oenturiea. Ths greateat tiracle was its working exsitenoe.‘-It abolished

'5the standing arpy and armed the peosnle instead. It smashed to Bmithereens

sta* bursauoratiam, placed publln h8fioclals on a workman's aalagy and

.ma&e them subJaot to reecall., It abolished the diviaion hetwnan the

legialat ve .and tha executive and transformed the parlﬂament from a talkins

-nu -% Horuing body., It ocreated new econditiena for labur. On all fronta the

'nreative 1nit1ative of the nasses had ensured the maximmm activity of the

mass andlthe_mxnimum for 1ts elected represontatives, . It thus etripped the
fetishiums oft all forms of rule: economic, politiesl, 1ntallectual.

"3 _The Fatishiem of_Gommodities and Plan 'va, Freely Assoclated
i . or and Contro “of Pro Uﬂtion

it was ths totali ty of the reorganization of soalsty by the Gommunarda

that sned new 1naight 1nto the verversity of relations under capitaliam.

By smashing ‘the old etate~form ani auuawseding it with the conmune, an end

5hgd hean put to the hierarachis d*v*,ion of lahor, the division bstween

“po]iticé and economics ‘ineluded. By exposing the bourgeols state to be the

publ*o foroo of' aoclal enslavenent tiat it wes, the prolotariat demonsuraued

now the abeolutelvy new ;o“m o cooveration, released fronm its value integu-

ment, expraaaes iteelf., This was sc clearly the ahsolute opposite uf the
dialectlc movenent of labor under eaitallem, forced into a value- form, that

all the fetlahiama vere Btripppd off the latkr.
Before the Cormiune, Marx had written that only freely assgociated labor

'could-strip off the fetlishism from cgnwuditiee. How that the Gnmmunarda_

A

4id nreo¢selv that, bnth 11luminated and extended the theory so that in the

4

Sivil YWar in France, he writee that viat 18 now alear ls that if ecooperative

broduection itself is not to heesme "a sham and & snare" it must bhe under the
‘arkers swin esntroi. At the sune tine, he prepares a nev, Frensh edition of

APITAL dnd there, ae he tells us, in the aftervord, he had changed the
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brpduntsqr lauOH' .80 800n 88 1t assumes the Torm of
oomundi Loap® (IP od, p, 42) - -

:eiﬁL#&ﬁ “Glearly from this form i1tsels
' H4é£;'this edition, this yasg 10t that alear to anyone
) .fha simpliaity of expression achieved in 1872 is worth
bpﬂdielly,sinca 1ts -Bigniricanae has been losat even to Marxizm,
‘ THRIA) othing eimple about g commod¢ty. It i8 a great fetish
'a+:mak§a'ﬁh_‘despetic ncnditiuns of eapltglist produotion aggeaf'as ir

they wera: aelf%evident truths of 8onigl production\ Nothing aoculd be:

;further,frcm~tha truth Juat as thase aonditions were Historﬂdélli

'embryo oontains all tha'nontradﬁvttons ne aanitalism,

‘ 3Tra Dualiatx of Ganitaliau —oclety

This simple thing was- beyond the bercention af the ureatest baurgeois

econonlet, Rneardo, despite the iiseova:

Long”béfnro CAPITAL, Marx hag amalvzed Lne duglity Pervading nnurgoié
soclety: "In our davs everything seens pregnanu wilth its tMmtraty; nadiinery
w1fted with the vonderful power go Bnortening ang fructifying hunan labor, we
behold starving ang overwor?inﬁ it. The new-fansles sournes or wealth, by

Lome strenge weinrd spell, are %turned into souvrces of vant. The vintopies of
¥vrms séen hought by the logs of rharacter. At tne #amd pace thnt manking

28tsrs nature, man Secnms to heagne enslaved t9 nthen nen or %o his own




1nfamy. Evan the Fure 1ight of soienne‘aeems unable to shine but on

, 'a dark background of 1gncrannc Alll our 1nventiﬂna and progreas seem to
i,reeult in andowins material foraes with intellectual 1ife, and Btultifying
-.hnman 11fo 1nto a material forece, This antagonism between médern industry .
.énﬁﬁhdé on*the oue hand, modern miaery and dissolution on tha other

_Zha firet workad out the conaept of allenated labor. Nevertheleea, 1naofar

“aa eoonomic catagorie wore cocerned, he aocepued tham, more or 1ess,

88 worked ‘but by clasaical political eonomy. That 1s true as 1ate as tha

=publicat1cn of Oritique of Politiecsl Eeonomy in 1859, when he 8till uses
.exchange—valua in the mense or value not’ 1n the sense of value-form,‘ '
merely taking for granted that "evervone knows" that what 1s really in-
volvaﬁ in ‘the exhhznge of things are production relationa. By 1867

' aﬁﬁ:tﬁé f1rst edition of CAPITAL, he singles out the comodfty-form

as ‘the fetish, - But even here, the main emphasis 1s on the fantastie
form of aprearance of produrt*on relatinpa as exchange of thinge. It ia

only efter the illumination of the Paria Jerrune that his French edition
shifts the emnha is from ite fantastic form of appearance to the necessity

'of that form of anpearance because that is, in truth, what relatinns of
paoplg(at the point of nroduction are: "ﬁéterial relations between
persoﬁe and -social reletions between things,"

Hawving located the trouble at iss Bburce, Marx sees that a product

of labor can have no other form than that of a comucdity and hence the
simplieity of his answer to whence the fetishism of cormodities crmes,

"Clearly from the form itself,"
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COMPRE G TN it s

_,f.ham;.t ",

“-1?' ;:.j Tha

'g .
R a~va1ua furm of the pvnduat of labor is notb only the 'moat
’gahB& gtinbggu%§9% gop% uag% u?igg “4 aéggmtha%kegosurEHon
. as’'a particular speries of sonial produotion and therby ‘gives
: 4% 1ts spsoisl historieal character. If then we treat this
;}mode ‘of ‘praduction as one eternally fixed by nature for every '
'state -of sholety, we necesgarily overlook that which ls the
~alfferentis spealfice of the valve-form, and congequently
The commodity-form and of the further developnents, money—furm,
_,capital-form, eta." .
- ) ’ / .
'-What was new wag that theCommune, by releasing labor from the

T I

;fcqnfiyaa'of value produantion, show how Peonle freely aassoeiated without i
f- 3.

i

!

|

{

!

|

thé ﬁeEpotisﬁ of canital or the mediation of things. Contrzst the ex-

pansiveusss of that novemant with the mutilation of labor under eapitalism,
robbing the workers of all form of their own and redunsing them meraly to.

a conpanent of labor in nenerv.. That 1s the svecific character of lahor ;
under caniteilam, The value-form vhich alone eoatalns the reduetions uf
the many venried emearete labors into one ahstrant nass is tho necessary
regult of this aneelfic aharacter of acanitalist labor. Heeinig the nositive

achilevements of the Commune, the richness =f the human traits when onee the

full end free develoniwnt of each individual has hemgun, lLias hecnue the

eomdition fnr the full and free developnent of all, broushit into such

sharp reliel’ that “he fetishian of raminiliyv arises fi:m the form ltself
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hattit deepenednths mnaning of the form or value as both a logioal

,amqps gxtellentuuls tu tha aarioua antivity of workera faoinv With

F K
wdspa the pnditicns of their being and the relations amons them='

ply—estah‘iahed theory. ¥EX The theory a¥esy gained
‘Laaea of hiﬂtor{ itaelf. Not alone was the. form nf

Imnortant additinns hare_¢ntroduoed into the

develoument ﬂf the 1aw of coneentration and rentralization of ﬁapital:
"In a givan soolety, the 1imit would'be retiched at the
moment vhen the enfire sanial canital were united in
. the hand either sl a slngle capitalist o singdad
canltali st corporatinn
YEt +hc impor .anne of this aruelal addition, with which we shali
?deal in detall when we snalyze our own age of state canitalism in Part IV,
315 not in the predietion of state-capléalisn hut in the fact that nothing
at all fundamental is ahanped in the relatiqna between elasses by such an
‘exkreme development. On the contrary, all eontradictions are pushed %o
yha extrane, '
‘g& We ara bank tso hiatory and 1ts proeessss, 3ut 8o Tirnly does Harx

have hls feet on the ground that he daes not allow CGAPITAL to end with the

hi-torical tendency and its famous ' axnropriation of the expropriatora.”
No, he inalsts on returning ue Lo presont-day ca-italism and its origin in

pﬂimitlve acrumulation, Marx ends the major work of his 1ife with the

reminde.: that the "eanitalist nodée of produation and accunulation and
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“words, the 'zprnnriation of the laborer "‘ Innegral to Marx's conception

uil*aupprass the very posaibility of néw revolts. In rgality,- 

iy 3

th rav I1te. of the new rlaas of. proletariana, "a claes alwavs inoreaeing‘
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