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CHAPIER 11t Marx ami_tie Utopian Sosinlista

Ir. was durlng this nariod nf the turbulent fortieu, that Hm'x.
A5 A young man. broka vwith bourgesin soaiety. In his student. days,
ha had naar.ered ‘the lIegel:lnn philosonby and,ng a You.ug; Hogelian, had
tried to draw A sharp division between tha L.ﬂ.lm:znar-v _method of

thought whinh analyzed ol-,jer-tive devaloument thoough inherent conmdiationa,

and the mgrymm whinh Hegol draw and -.fhloh thcmhu
nade . 1t vossible for Fruseisn absolutiam to edopt the uegelisn nhtlounphy
28 the offir:ie'l. atate phz.loscphy. But it was only now, when he broko
from 'bourgeoia soaiety that he xould see the full oignif iaance of

tha alass struggle -w that. the modern pmletarian ravolution was tha .
mo ive :t’orae of modern history. It wnq ﬁ_rgt. now, t,he'f-afora, thatho N

raould. rin the dialcctla ahiloaophy of 1ts nystional . trappings. ) '-.,
Where Hegol saw ob.jentive histary as the sucorssivo: manifani.u.tinnl
of Q. world apirit, Marx plmec\ thoe objmtive mvement in .the procau

of .produntinn. 1he. tore of. tha }Iegelian mebhod -- the self-movenant -

wiiieh is a0 internal*y ngnespary bemause it is the way of the organism'a
-mm dav;i;}pment == he nov saw in the gelfessi ‘dty of the nroletariat.

- Fram the gtart, bheref‘ore he began with the 'oroletarian antivity

at the point of produstion., He saparated labor from produect and from
property and looked for the nontradiction in labor itself., It is
through this contradistion that the laborer would develop, that 1a,
would overaare tha wontradistions in the aavitalist method of produatl_on'.

He now turned to the Ricnrdian gnhonl and sald:

Your diseovery was indesd 8o0sh~making. But yon yoursslveg are

_,-ff;lé'lng with private oroverty what the mercantnliste did with presious

meialg =- treating it as n fast outside man. You thought your taek
.

was over with the disnovery of labor as the sourse of value. In
b

re~lity, it had just begun. If that theory means anytining at all,

it ~eans that you mmust denl with man, the laborar, i reatlv.
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Produation is not a relaticnship of man %o mashine. It 13 a )
selationshlp of man o msn through the iﬁatrumentaliﬁy of the mashina.
The sxchanga of things, of ao:mod!.t.les. not only refloats "tnzt alun R

bo nddles thi.a reslationshlp o*' men at tha voint of o-rod.uction.

Your error lies in turning awsy from the 1aborer whoﬂ’umtion you

‘hailed to the ekins.

Thet, of aoﬁrae, wns no aacident, sinee it in he who conui.lstontly,-
persistently and violently, davelépa all the cont'radict;_ion‘in
::'aait#listic private property by belng sublented to its power. OUnly
it tumt out to be an rliei power, not beaaune it is something,

| outslde him. but. beaau-e tho mevhod -in whiah he areated it war &n

‘ alien (abstrar-t) mode of la'bor. but 1% 45 EIL la‘bar, materialind

—’in produats. ‘;_'ha mncretsla‘bo:-_-ls redw.sed to an BbBt_l'Mt. congoalur_l__
lﬁalu.' Dead, ancwrulnted, materialized labor now turns to oppreu‘ |
tho Ih:lnv labov'er. ’l'hia mastory ‘of dead over living 1a‘nor 13 "

_',g_l_a_l_; rel;ltionuhip.; 'l'ha previcus feudal distinetions hotwun the
prcpart{ad and ‘che property~less and the various astates. has now .

‘become & full-blovn coutradictions whish ts within the method of

prodﬁptinn-iuolf, ;'11;}11:1' labor itself. The relationship of
canpital to labor ia shnrper,‘tharefox;, Vt.ha.n had been the relations
of estates under feadalism. This method of produstion is then not
a natural order nor an eternsl one as you had visioned, but like

- other soeinl orders, is hisboria, transitory.

Labor is first of all, the funection of man. But labor under
gapitaliem ie the very spesifie function of man working nt macshines
to which he besmes A mere apnendrge, Hig lnbor therefore is not
the gslf-aativity, the oreative fuention it was under primitive
a mrmuniom whera, 4in mﬁtartng nature, man had aleo developed his own

natural ampacities snd talents. No, lahor in tha fastory is alie ted
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}M Private property nrises not beanunc the produgts of .
l-nl:or ars_alienatcd from tl;e laborer. Thit is only tha songaguence

- of the fant that his ¥ery nstivity is an alien astivity. It is as
mah a produnt of the 1ndun£rial revoiuts.an ag is the mashine itoelf,

When 'c.lhe divinion of Iabor aharasterictie of all nlass ”smi.or.iqa

has :reach'ed the monstrous proportiﬂnq whers all the sdionse, all the
1ntoileat‘ all the skclll fgoels into tha mnshine, ~hile ‘labp'xl' of man

. beaomes a wimple, monotonouns natk, then the labor of men -can .l

" produss nothing but its opvosite, a=pitnl. Where all the aharm of

'work hua wone @ out of 1%, "simpla labor" is by no moans lightened.

¢ .

On the cnnﬁrnry-. The burden and agony of toll has inerensed as witness
- the prolongation of the working day, the increase in the ‘ape'edA of

_m::r!:::, ,"-{:haﬁ_-l‘_)ri son~like digcivliine. . The_far;tory _t_hm} has ,turg_‘eqi_ the

\ .
L

L laborers into rm industrial am.p: under s hierarchy of officers and By

‘" sepgesnts. That is why the teahninal revolution has meant not

s . armonious deiélo;:ﬁeht éa you hed visioned, but the annu.mla.tién

- of eapital st one poles end the sroumlation nf misery at the other

toié. Labor and ~avital are mwh sbsolute opuosites that the elass

stroggle is developing to a veritsbie eivil war. All you have %o

do dm %o ses in theory what is & truth in life '18 to inalude the

vage ]‘._aborer himself in the study of the produation of capita.ii.atia wsalth.-,l
'fhat 18 what Marx set about doing. By placing tilil! aontradietion i

in labor in the very conter: of everything, by insluding the labore

himself in the sclenca of eannmomies, Harx transformed politisal

esonomy from & study of tﬂings, sunh as wages, noney, profits, to.

an analysis of soeial r_alations. the relation of wage labor and aespital.

At the same time, Marx made no division between his study of esonomlas

and the study of the nlasalstruggles on the historin gaere. He wae

always watshing what he aalled the "snontaneous nlass organizku'io,.pl.
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_'.of the ﬁrolet.ariat;" With these, he aligned himself while dsweloping

further tha theory of the ob,jmti.w movement of aapitalist m-oﬁu:-tion. .
snd the l‘u‘bjactive mode of 1ta omrth*ow. From his early Philesophlin=-
Réononia Essays on "Alienated Labor, -rivat.e Property and.“-o.muninm.."

s well as the “f'riti.que of the Hef’elian “1alevt§.o."‘ through his’
"Wage-Labor and. f‘apif.al ® he kept up with the proletarian movement,
anticipa‘ti'ne; jte mext stage, The Communint Manifaato wes published
on the.'ev? of the 1848 revolutions.

It waé in the Maaifesto that l'ne predleted that in a society

mh as upitaliam, where pe-aonul worth is reduged to exchange-value

lmd. al]. the freadomes to frea trade, and yei where ‘the ruling elsaa

' almnot 1ive without constantly revolutionizing t.he ‘method of prodiction,

a..d tri."h 1t the rela.tions of production, t.hat soaiety has forged 1té
) om gra:n-d&ggar - the revo].utionar:v working class. u;.eu'. That

al saovary - that the o’njmtive movenant iteelf produr-&s tha .

’ mbjeﬂﬁiva rorae for ‘118 ovarthrow — tran!!ormed ut.ouian soainliam
into miantific soaialism- it drau & sharp alasg lina betwsen the
1ntelleatunla {utopians) who would --on*:lnue with their mhama and-
t._!fm_pmle\_t_a.rtp.t‘ 1@9911’ whish hns now separated itself from these ‘

nscts and was creating movements of its own.
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‘faapter III:

' From Robart Over in Xnghiand, through Xarl Grun in Germnn;v.
to Pierre Frondhon in Frange, that is what charpetorized the ridicel
i‘ﬂtallegehtaia of the day. ".'L']"myl }!antinﬁad to, evolve utopian plans
for & parfect world to which they demanded the real world aubordinnbe
1taalf. |

'J,'ney stayed awey. from the agtunl movement of the working class.
In England. there- vere the trade unions and the "hart!:st movemont..
But Bohert Owen. \!ho had done., .mush in revealing the mtual conditions )
-da: the faotax-ies of Englland held hiagelf apart from the real movement
,.p,f,;he.:p;q?._ejb_a_riat. Althongh it was the sufferinb of “the magsses -

that 'broka ‘them f‘rom their own alass and brought them tear tho

"~-proh,t.ariat.- they. balieved not ~ne tota in the nraativa mitiativa

of t.he masaas.

No¥hing surprised him so mwth =8 wehn he ‘raturned to England,

after having built the New Harmom]_ ~olony n Ameriea | and found. that
the trg&es unions, nne million strong, were ready to ndopt hie. sahena.
Only, being proletarians, thoy knew the vay to co that seriously, wan.ﬁ]&
through a revolutionary mass movement. They ,wlore .f;rmdy tc; get rid
of the employer alass, prepsrsd to call a general strike and reorganize
industry on a socperative basis, Although at first he sppeared to be
with them, Cwan backed away aasd, while the rcal movement nollapsed
under the extreme persecution of the government, his own ﬁrganization
berame more and mors "Bthieal."-

The utépian soecialists had based themselves on the Risardian. theoyy
of value which they claimed to be "sosiulist" and needed merely to L

bs nleansed of its aapitalistia "eonclusions." if, went the _a'rg&!.gga'nt,
argegent
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1a0nr is tha source of nll valua. it mu.,t ‘therefore be the source
of a.zl‘l. au:plus valus apd the eruits of lebor" “rig)ltfully“ ‘belong
to 4t. As Marx put it, iF the utopian nonistioa had. had eny

_ siguﬂcnma &t 8ll, 4t wom that they aorresnonded to the firat -
Austinativa daairea of the masses to reoreanize society. Yheir

" aontinned éxiatence, when the masges moved in ancthar diruction.

| -"ﬁﬁ#l# m_éa:_n nothing imt d reasstionary movement in ovposition to

. itoe u.otunl movement of the proletariat.

‘the ewe of ravolutiun. Proudhon "nroved“ that the masses Hed. _
'foui;gfgwn" revoldion. - He no. soocer wrote that., wheén the revolu.tiona
.htll‘r'utfi:'but 1n' F“z‘anﬁa and Garmn.ny. It was not & theorstical quesqinn_.
""..The question is net whet.hox' Pz-oudhon did not predict rorrectly, or
G whether Harx did predict cornatly. The question was: _@_gt_jg__é_o?
Where Marx wan alw@s—‘?rit'h the evolutionary working oloss, these
“intellectuals, in asetion, always opposed. This they aslled the

theoretia principle.
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