INTRODUSTION -

Today. in the faca of th- oonatant, strubnlo Si wan Dok
full freedum on bnth uidas of the Iran Gurtuin, there 1a a
veritabla nonspirany to 1dant1fy Mhrxism, ] theory cf libara-
tinn, with ita appnaito, commupium, the thnory and praotine
of cnlluvomont, This book alcs to rt-ontublian Harmlan in
14 -rigtnal Torn, whioh Marx called @'a thsroughgning na=
nubalzum, or Humanzuu. * The faot iuat tha might of Runsiu
is uaed to cover up its barb;rlsu under tne nane of harxiau

ijmakon 1t all the mora urgent to lst Marx. sneak ror himuelr.
o Mnrxinm 1: s th-cry of 11beratian o 1t 13 nathing.
iﬁ;wiarnas Hhrx wss uonuornod witn tha fnaadom of hunnnity, aud
wum tha"’inoutablo nam of ‘humn 11te vhioh A the ahuaiuic
' *“" Ga aani a;int dovulopmant, Ruiuian Oommunlam 15
, cd vith the mainupring o? aapitalism - paylns tha
. '; vnrkar thn winimim and oxtraoting from him the maziuun.- Thap
o . tm- "the Plan.® " Marx salled 1t the law. of ‘valus and sur-
J plun-vglio; and pradictod that it unhindorud devalopmont would
© XeRd "o the Gonaentration of capital "in the nand- of a iiﬁéi;
oapitnliat or s lingle aapitaliat corporation. Our epooh has
‘besn oharuutarizcd by "a strugsle for the minds of wen.” Unless
this strugglo beglas with a oonoept of totully nsw relations
of man to labor and man to man, 1t-1s hollew,

Hitherto, the Awmerloan roots of Marxism have rensinsd
hidden, It in,_duwn al-hsugh not widely, that Marx alded the
North during tho Civil Wapr 1n the United Statea, Lena Welle
known is the faet that the paths of the Abolitionists and
Har; orossed at that tipe, What 1a not known at all 1s that
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ey the 4 af the O01vil War, and ‘the subssquent struggBss -
"for tho eight=hour day. ‘Marx awmpletaly resrganized the struo=
tur.a.fof hilu éﬂatﬁt theocretloal work, GA.}:‘:I"TAL. This ia ‘hnu.lﬁsd
hera for ."t.ho ‘r'irnt time, The new unlty of theory ecnd pr-a.ctic-xo,‘_ |
‘whioh chsru.otnriznd the f;o'r-ty yearn of Marx's maturity (1843 ~

) 1&8.5}, ia thy ovupeiling need of our own epooh as wnl:L. This

boak ownrl the modern dashine age from its birth in the Indue-

' trh.l Ravolution to 1ts pmsont-day dewlopmant in Automaticn. -

_ Thuo,.undhg st.mnda of thcught are developed hers:

_51) fha ewluti.en of Ensliah nnlltioal auonomy,‘ Frcch revolut-ionaz-y

Y doatr:.nu and. aomn 1dea.115t (nageum;!_;--"u‘aphy, i rolat.tnn

'fhn tho trend tmn.rd- atats aap:.tali.sm on tha :iﬂe hand, a.nd a
r._.nlov.mrt for abaalut.e rreodom on the other,
= The - today-mn oft Marx:lam flnws fron thin: uo phiJ.osophsr
var .ns.d. 8 grandar oom.apt of huma.nity than dta Mar'x, “and yet
. nc philasophlc cannaption was sver raotad more deeply in tha
ﬂrat nucesa!.ty of human soolety == labor and preduction,

The prnblqmu Marx posed theoretinally 100 yeara ago are
" battled sut today as nonnpete matters in_the fu.ntu;_-y_ and in

scoldty a8 a whole: Oan human power realize rreodom out of
oa‘.pitaliit'doapotium? Ox-, as we waild:phrase it taday: Will




.ﬁﬁoivilizaticn survive tha H—bomb? The answer 1s nr%t in tvday»
noadlinna, 1t 18 An predunticn. MARXISH AND' FREEDOM boglna, tharl-
furc, ggﬁ w;th Karz but with the industrial ravclution whioh'
uﬂdermined ‘the nld feudal ordar,and‘nt the same time nreaﬁod‘iio
oapltallnt anﬂ the factory wortor. ' - '

Untill the dovulopment of the totslitarian atate the philono-
phin roundution 7 Harxiam was nnt fully underatund, Only todny‘,l‘
15 1% poanibln t0 onmpruhend that ﬂarx B reJaot*n n or thn .
O3 muninu of nis day uau not n nineteanth oantnny humnniturinn

hin anientifio oaonouio thawr&ol. Fur fram being a p

1n thois antual nooial 1179; an prnduaers. Beunuaa Onmmuninm w

beoauao he ¥an & prnphst but. benauga ov hia diulactloa‘ methad
of traolng +hrnugh 4o the end all trends of soolel delvelopment, -
"It 18 1mpossible 1] underatand Marx's mejor theoratiaal work if
one begina by thinking that the partloular methad, Hogeliaﬁ T
lectics, is an absurdity. The absurdity would be 1f the method’
wera the proofs The proof can ohky be 1In prantloe, in the aoctual
development of soolety itself,




The liipulss for ng this Hook aus TUOB 4We SUUPAEET
1) ths Amcriunn woﬁkcra, apaoifically the miners and auto workern
ﬂho‘waxp.-iming tn gripe with.uhe‘roalitiea or Automat 1oz, '
1;50*1953, by moving the quuntiun of praduntivity fronm one
dealxng with the fruits 0f labor--wagan--to one dealing with
th. ﬂlﬂlﬁtiens st ldbﬂr and the nead for a totally new way of

11fe: and | 2) the Euat aaraan uarkurn ‘wha, in thely Revolt

bf Juno 17, 1953. ohullonscd their puppet regime and thus -
uignnlled the bqginning of the ond of Rusalan, tntalitariqnlnm.:;

Qgg‘man ba fr,¢ in this ago ot totalitarianilm? We leapsd
gpneratian- ‘ahaad’ to the affirmative answer“hith‘tha 1953
Ravoltn. The road vf a naw uociety vas again 11lluminad by
the nungartaa Revplution of 1958,

* No tnaorotiniun, today move than sver bofore, can .
write out of hlg own head, Theory requires a constant

shaping and roahuping of ideas on the haslse or.what the

- workers themcelvea are doing and thinking. The ressarch

for thia'bobk, for exampla, on the transformation of

Rusela from & workera' state into Lts’ opposite, & state
capltaiist mooiety, bagan at the outhreak of Werld War I1.
Bohelars, some who did, and ‘some wha 414 not, agree with

my oonolusions, took part, In its beginning, thia work

was a Marxist analysis of state ocnpitalism. But it aia 11831
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not, tukp 1tu preaent form of M&FY7“"j.ID FIEFDUR until
thn nay uuage of prnduntzon and of revolts was reachad in
1950-53.“B~cauca we liva 1n an sge of absolutese—on the -
thrtahold mr absalute rrwedom out of the atruggle agminst
ah-oluta tyranny--tha compallinu need ror A new unity o
thcary and praatica dintutes & ney msthnd of writing.
1eazt, 1t dietatod the methsd by whieh thin book .wan written,

A tch wag.. undortaken %o pruaent orally the ideas of

‘thn boak t: sruupn of auto workers, miners staelwnrbera anﬂ

ntuaunts. In thair nwn Wurda and out of their cun 1ivon

thny cantr&buted & _g! undoratanding. A Welt v1rgin1a ‘
. ro ozumpln modnnt about his own un erstanding of :

“”I ve liatenad to. you dinuuaning hhat fallow Mhrx, ho

'-aid.__”I oan't word 1t 1ike him but I know oxaotly whnt he
:ueaqs. I 1ay thorb thia uworning about g uuarter cr six.

I said %o mynolf ﬁ'!&u Just got to

:'_Qbf‘up there and go down, whether you Peal lika 1t or not.!

I didn t evan Bpesk 1t to by wite, I Juat sald to myselr,
‘wa you call thet 2 frec mang'" ‘

Artor theae disoussiens, the Tirat draft of the bnok
was wrlttan. The maruaoript WaB then suhmitted o nams ot

these groups for atuay and, over p nariud oF’ thrag mantha,
‘thalr dincuanhnna wers taped, Agrmn, tha authnr atudiad the..
aiscussions carerully, revised the rirsf draft, and undersook

& socond tour fop extensive pﬁrzonal diuouuainnu acre of whioh
are rbproduood in the text, Only after these oxtenaive disous-

sione was the took in 1ts present form finally written,
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I'hay ar'a 1tu no—author.




