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54 o BN Mikhail _Gbrbachev, the New Russian Ruler, Shifts to a New Global Outlook,
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: Reagan. It is this that must be
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ténloats at NATO’s Contradictions

moved to the ceremonial Presidency, while Gorbachev
takes full vesponsibility for shifts on the international

in China, was just a sub-lieutenant, like the Rus-
sian commissars who capitulated to Stalin.

Khrushchev, after his “de-Stalinization” speech (the
famous secret “Stalin's Crimes” speech at the 1956 20th
Russian Communist Party Congress), did promise China
there would be a reversal of Russia’s “Father Knows
Beet” attitude. But he reneged on his promise lo share
nuclear knowledge with China. He made things worse
by proceeding to establish the Camp David “peace spir-
it" with Eisenhower before ever giving an account to
Mao sbout the new global relationship.

AT THE SAME TIME, Gorbachev does not by any
means feel he has “lost” West Europe, not even though
they voted to accept U.S. deployment of nuclear weap-
on=. Gorbachev feels that he has been given his greatest
weapon for anti-Reaganiam with Reagan’s mindless visit
to Bitburg. This demonstrated not only to the Russian
masses but to the Germans, as well—indeed, to the
whole world, U.S. included—that there is a good deal of
affinity between Reagan and the Nazi 58 officers buried
at Bitburg.

For the time being, Gorbachev can gloat about the
erosion of NATO from within ita own contradictions.
We are not only referring to the obvious, such as the
divergent attitudes between Weat Europe and the USs.,
on both Central America and Afghenistan. Instead, we
wish--to single out what they supposedly agree on
*100%"—deployment of nuclear arms. The original re-
quest came, after all, from the former Chancellor of
West Germany, Helmut Schmidt, not from the US.

What Reagan tails to sense is the “why” of this Hel-
mut Schmidt proposal. It tovk an official not presently
in the Reagan Administration to probe inte that “why.”

.cape the destruction

We refer to the analysis of Earl C. Ravenal, former offi-

cial in the office of the Secretary of Defense, on what:

the deployment of the long-range nuclear weapons signi::
fies: “The additionsl protection they afford ia illubory;.
they are noti e:eam " J
are a symbol o pe’s - -of Amencas
extended deterrence” As if that dida't state.openly
enough that Europe has not Jost DeGaulle's distrust of
America, Ravenal adds: “..under the surface, America’s
nuclear commitment to Europe ia not so sure.” Because
he tlﬁnkshehaamtyetdrivenﬂnpointhome,hg&qnc
tinues: “Americs, the alliance guarantor, hoping toles:
of nuclear war, will seek fo_fit’
time between the outbreak of war in Europe and’:
decision to escalate to nuclear wespons, and.
whatever advantage it can of its distance from
No doubt, the Resganites in power now

- H

that statement and the general cynicism that pervad
both Europe's acceptance of deployment and_America’s
cyniciem, as well, from an “opposite” angle. They.must
face the stark reality of the way mlmdedde A90-
called strategy. As Ravenal articulates it; *Amarican
are faced with an increasingly demarcated ¢ho
salvation of Eurape, or their own solvency n_ud_;\m A

Al this makes it easier for Gorbachevto show_His
macho spirit in international affairs by removing! Gio-

s

. myko from that post. To the US. and the West:gener-

ally, Gromyke meant the “evil spirit from the Esst.". To
China and the Third World, and maoet of all t6 the'new
leaders in the Kremlin, Gromyko stood: for..“the
West"—that is to say, he was a specialist on’the 'ma:

. _Eumpean conunl...'_lflpy_r_

neuvers of the Western powers. So it- isn't only'a ques-*

tion of being young among the elders, Gorbachev: i
starting a new chapter as the leader from Georgis, Who
is the Great Russian as well. : e

l.&c“&u;pewmmﬂumdﬂhm.'hm_d:
Faveral, in Forel : Sy

g Affalre, Summes 1905
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lice/Party idsology, No less than thres of
ierbérs of.‘the :Political Burean have
v and its “ineffck

' nlinﬁon of the Army that had formerly been the pre-.

CENTRAL AMERICA MAY BE geopolitically too far
removed from Russia and too close to the US. for Gor-

e US. there, though he

.. chigpter in Russia's relations with the “East,” the Mid-
East and the Third World is, to Gorbachev, worth a

oy, o

. Wea noed

Russia, of course, has plenty of contradictions, not
only when it comea to relationships with the other nu-
clear Titan and the “West” as a whole, but in the
antagonistic clzss relations in Ruseia itself. Let's never
forget that even in the forced labor camps of Vorkuta,
there was a great revolt, which followed the great new
freedom chapter begun in East Germany on June 17,

. The U.S. Economy and

1953, when workers there issued the slogan: “Bréad and %
Freedom," and tore down the statues of Stalin. Nor:can®s
we forget that each time a rebellion is put dowi in.Ruis’™,
sia's empire in Esst Eurdpe, it is only’ driven. under=
ground, and not destroyed. Poland; which'continnes the’
revolt to this day in the struggles‘of Solidarnosc, is:-by
no means the only one. . : s

its Imperialist Tentacles

VS, thé Mass St};ggles, Here and Abroad_

To us as American revolutionaries, it is Heagan's re-
trogressionism at home that is the immediate enemy.
That has priority over all else. What has the “four
more years" Reagan won in the last election meant to-
the American masSes? Even if we take the question of
the American economy “in general”—as if people are
not involved (as is characteristic of economists)—Martin
Feldstein, the former head of the Council of Economic
Advisers under Reagan, is forced to conclude that noth-
ing short of the economy itself is in danger? We must
remember that Feldstein had approved Reagan's union-
busting. He tries to hide his own anti-unionism under
the accusation that the American workers are bound by
what he calls “rigidities.” That is to say, they are union
men and women who have fought hard to win decent
wages and conditions of labor.

“"Pragmatism” cannot hide the fact that the
American economy is going down. Furthermore, it
fan't true that this characterizes only agriculture
and the timber industry, which have reached the
lowest levels since the Depression. Feldstein ad-
mits that basic industries like steel, chemicals and
even high-tech have become second-rate. The
truth is that our so-called "prosperity” is totally
misteading. There has been an increase of ten mil-
lion in the number of poor since 1978. And, since
Reagan has assumed power, the poot, writes Joseph Le-
lyveld (New York Times, June 16, 1285), “are general-
ly further below the poverty line—now calculated by
the Census Bureau to be $10,610 for a family of four——
than they were then."

“There is a real danger..that the capital inflow and
the rising dollar are giving Americans a false sense of
well-being” Peldstein bemoans, ag he points to the
“new inflow of neasly $100 billion from abroad” The
mighty U.S., he concludes, has become a “debtor na-
tion.”

Finally, though he was for the rise of military spend-
ing in the first years of Reaganism, he is by now s0
worried about “America’s fiscal imbalance” that he
streases the fact that the deficit haa risen from $28 bil-

3. See “American Fconomic Toficy and the World Fasnomy.” hy Martin
Feldutein, Foreign Alfaire, Summer 1935,

likely to rise to about $140 billion, ar over thr .
half percent of mmﬁom ,,;mdm" I’

the imbalincy has od in } tires yoirsd

it commes to opx

progrims, or labor rights _
institutions like the National
Board dnimalt)

In 1684, Senator Ernest Hollings of South Carolina:
told the Association for a Better New York that
had “intentionally created a deficit 30 large
Democrats will never have enough money to b
sort of government programs we want"!"And in't
New York Times of July 21, Senator Daniel : Pt
Moynihan develope in full "Rup.n'l'lnﬂlu'-,

the Budget Director {who was his former-
the question of using the budget process to eiiminate
programs: *“The driving raotive has besn to” dismantie
fifty years of social legislation™ . . il
THERE 13 NOT A SINGLE clement of the Black popu- -
lation, in particular, that has not felt the retrogres-
sion—whether that be in the increase in unemployment,
the abridgment of civil righta, child qtre,_huuaipg, u-d .
on and on. Although, in general, the media have given

4. by Tom Wicker in his New York Times article of June 1
“A Deliberair Deficit.™ He here expands on this whole question
tranis it 1o Reagan's public statenients that cutling tazes “would

the rennomic hase and increase revenues. In his 1980 campaign he
vontended that the increase in rTevenuss reslting from the taz cut woul
pay for the militery buildup he alvo planied.’
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ttention, specifically they have not let the
for themselves—not even as reflected in
Thus, we saw nowhere an account of Benja-
to the annual NAACP meeting; the

nension will be dgvald;éd_pepmtely ina
report to the News and Letters Commit-
by’ Lou Turner, “Black World” columniat.)

A the -U.S. delegation to the United Na-

1 4n Conference in Nairobi, Kenya,

‘that whatever she raises iz the

men's conference, while what all

» Anything contrary to
evidéntly to be considered “poli-

*~wh ; mitter of Palestinian women
i w.ba';putofnmngendu,orthemluerofme
. - Amendment, for which the entire UN del-
the very first year of the “decade for

not-governmental “Forum 85" was good in
a the retrogressionimn of Reagan, it ‘was non-
critical - of many of the conditions of women in the
Third ‘World countries. There iz no doubt, however,
that “Forum ‘85" was more representative of women
both in the U.S. and around the world than the official
conference, Not only were 10,000 present there as
sgainst 3,000 at the official meetings, but the spirit and
discunasion, whether on politics or other issues, were con-
‘with the actusl problems of women. The great-
events; however, took place neither at the gov-
nt-sponsored meetings nor at the Forum,
: on the lawn wheére masses of women assem-
bied, some juat on hearing that there was such a
‘womeén's conference taking place.
©.-"The most exciting and most seriously thought-out ac-
‘tivity of all was what Elsine Sciolino reported in the
New. York Times of July 18: the way in which_one

Kenyan woman, Elizabeth Wanjara, heard about the
.Decado for Women Conference on a transistor radio in
her: hometown of Bungoma, about 460 miles from Nai-
It inspived eight other women to get together with
honey and knit sweaters to raise enough money

a bus ticket. The fact that she is illiterate

that intelligence is not related to reading

: but to experience and vour own thinking. It
this woman who ssid {and she waa the only one

who said it} that she knew exactly why she came: “I
have to go back to all the women in my place and tell
them the stories on all the happenings here. I have to
tell them how we can be ourselves—no longer just have
babies and have babies dying.” As will be seen below,
when we detail the Marxist-Humanist analysis, this is
not to say that this woman has worked out the. philo-
sophic conclusions to be drawn from this conference or
from the decade as a whole on what to do now. -

R i) FRATMAENT A AP 3. - T
WHAT I8 IMPORTAMT ADOUT this Conferenss i

that thousands of women, spontancously and - many
without any previous experiences at such meetings, had
such a passion for-freedom and gained strength from
knowing that there were others who felt the way they

-did and that they did not have to solve their problems

individually. But this spontineity found no voice what.—

soever at the o&'icial Conference, and even at the Fo--

rum found nothing comparable to the freedom they ex-
peorienced, aa Sciolino put it, “away from overcrowded
workshop classrooms and the political overtones of the’
official United Nations Decade for Women Confer-
ence...” {our emphasis).

This is not & criticism of “political overtones”—which
were certainly present also on the lawn in many crucial
ways, such as the petition for others to “Support the
South African liberation movements,” handed out by
Esther Levitan, a South African who has been fighting
apartheid for 40 years; or material on the legacy of Hi-
roshima circulated by Japanese women peace activists.

* The truth is that, though both conferences have
formally declaxred this the end of a decade, not
only did the Indian women propose another con-
ference in five yesrs and offer thelr country to
host it, but all the women considered this not the
:g but the beginning of a totally new relation-

P

This is precisely what is meant in pointing out that
all the ramifications: of the Conference are first now to
be worked ocut. The very category that we made of the
maturity of the women in our age—Woman aa Revolu-
tionary Force and Reason—was created to show that
women are now ready to be part of the dislectic of
thought as well as of revolution, to be constantly on the
lookout for the concrete ways women have developed
something new in the struggle against the status quo.
The new that has emerged in this decade of women's
struggles Marxist-Humanism has not only recorded but
has developed as the dizlectics of revolution and of
thought in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation
and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution.

Take the question of “The Disappeared” in the totali-
tarian countries—be it Argentina or £ Salvader, Sri
Lanka or Lebanon It hegan with the Mothers of the
Plaza de Mayo in Argentina who bhave marched in the
center of the city for eight years—walking voicelessly
but with their message loud and clear in the names of
their missing children painted ur sewn onto their head-

scarves. They were a pivotal part: of: the struggle" that”
brought down the junta. Or consider the:Mothers’Com=
mittee of. Political Prisoners and ‘Mothers:of thé:Disap: .}
peared in El Salvador who  continued : their - demon=y -
strationa when all other protests:in’San SelVador]
stopped. Whether it is these; orithie:women:in: Guitema®
la who formed Apoyo. Mutuo ‘(Mutital 3 Sup TOF,
many others; there-is. no doubt.that. women are pr
everywhere as revolutionary fighters for.a new: soci
What Terry Moon feported. in-News: &" ,
Gctober 1384 on these-eventa:is;only:part uf Dur't
of the new. forms of women's revolt: in:this.decad
was clear ‘from “Women's- Liberition: in. Search/o

Theory” by Olsn Domanski;-includéd-in ¢

cause they are supposed to be just Communist—
but throughout the world. =~ = . L
PHILIPPINE STRUGGLES - - e
Take the Philippines, headed by his ally, M .
first it looked as if the mass demonstrations again
murder of Aquino were only againat Marcos, and ‘atmd
a3 if there were democracy in that land becausa
coverage the murder received. The way, howevet, thi
Marcos has used the “compléxity™ and “comprehensives
ness” of supposedly hearing all sides to keep Grmeral
Ver and 24 other officers who were charged with the
murder from actually serving sentences has proved fo’::
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.;'_-;;hat ‘Marcos: has no_intention of giving up -
r-that of eral Ver, That he is
_ i "

n violent “ini. . - Bovernmént and the media are making him appear, You
ten m ;.: canhot, for example, dismisa’ the ‘other critical " alliarice
day. .. . he has now negotisted with' the new ruler of Sudan,
' '-"Aw . General El-Dahab—to whoi he pfomised he would be
amwd fighters, and  _neutral” on the question.of the guerrilias in southem
ng of activity this - Sudan who are supported by Ethiopia® Kadafy wields

important power. in t.he-_!hpler"l'hird World.

have Hassan. dream of 100,000 - employed. {Could not
- veplace the 60,000. Tuxnisians now employed in
'aoilﬁeldsﬁﬂ:meﬁphya_dM_omm?)
t is involved in the miatter of the “Arab-African
is the difference :

it




Ill. Organizational-Philosophic-Journalistic Conclusions

taeeofn!lthaemymdmsesmthmnudear
“What to Do” becomes more ur-

) 'meltdemands.atonemdmasame

pati ofwhntwamtenddomgmthe

kitnl.enenlity Organ-

sve of News & Letters, which could
‘from “all our books and eta.
i the universafization of practice,
ity mnhmrytlut
transform it into

of revolution.
reason-for-
Laetiers and
w_wlduthc
o see that the movement
a form of thoryOmﬁntphil-

et Group of the Cambridge University Labour Club
who published our pamphlet, Nationalism, Commu-
nism, Marxist-Humanism and the Afro-Asian Rev-
" olutions, with. their own Foreword. The trips also in-
‘cluded one to West Africa, the analysis of which was re-
corded both in our Weekly Political Letters and in
Africa Report, while Presence Africairie publ.uhed
our appeal: “Why not a new International?” The trip to
"!vuo ¥ong ontablishad = uhhnnn anith discident Chiness
reﬁ:geen,whomnmudtlwchnpteron “The Challenge
of Mao Tse-tung” from Marxism and Freedom, and
smniggled it into Peking University, In Japan, Zenshin,
& group which had broken with the Communist Party,
trandlated Marxism and Freedom and sponsored an
exmvetmrof.hpanwhuuthevmofum-ﬂu-

rope in the pages of the paper, but brought out as pam-
phlets Czechoslovakia: Revolution and Counter-
Revolution and Today’s Polish Fight for Freedom.
Indoed, East Eurcpean dissidents could be given credit
for being co-authors of the whole chapter on “State-
Capitalism and the East European Revolts” in Philoso-
phy and Revolution.

Finally, a new affinity was found, directly on dialecti-
cal philosophy; precisely on Humanism, with Frantz Fa-
non, who, in his Wretched of the Earth, colled his
philoscphic vision for the Afncan Revolutions, as for all
humanity, a “new Humanism.”

lnlses,whenthmeuzpawé‘iuwnduded.theﬁhck
Revolution, the Anti-Vietnam Wu ‘Movemeént, and the

Youthnbelhom,munml.hadmched peak. We
called for a Black-Red Conference, which was chaired

by Charles Denby and st which Raya Dunayevskaya
presented what was to become the final Part of Philos-

o,plm.‘qnd nuvolnﬁon—“ﬁeonomu Reality and the |

of Liberation.” Philosophy a.ml Revolution,
He;eltoSutreandﬁ-ommeMaowu
blished. in 1973. In 1978 a new edition of Charles
nby’s Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour-
mpublhhedmththemdmnofaﬁ:l\i’mn
passed his experiences as a Black worker-
News & Letters. It was in the 1070s that all
of Marx were finally published, including his
Notebooks, which made it clear that
was a0 sharp a difference between Marx's multi-
view of human development and Engels’ unilinear
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l)"l'hnt.hltudofthuyur'adrm
pedformforlmbmhﬁontohlm
tnniormthcAppultoallmdmotN&Ltohdp
establish a SPECIAL FUND TO EXPAND NAL INTO
A BL.WEEKLY PAPER, with the 1986 Convention to

decide, on the basis of this respon wimtbeﬁmb.-
weekly could appear. e

2)'1‘hatthe'l'heory nuo.pacﬁn 30
mmmmmmmmnmmwm

Thesis, become a pamphlet in’January, 1966,
3)'1‘hlt.mullh¢Wom'aubenﬁmmdm







