: 81 MAILING  ADDRESS:
TELEPHONE:S: ER'CHFRBMM :
MEXICO CITY: 48-54-20 PATRICIO SANZ 7485
CUERNAVACA: 2-30-49 MEX1CO12. D. F.

10th July, 1967

Miss Raya Dunayevskaya
4482 - 28th St.
Detroit, Mich, 48210

Dear Raya,

, Thank you for. your letter which reached me
with a great deal of delay in Switzerland.

thanks for telling me about my friends in
Berkeley. I have spoken there a few times, but it is
nice to hear that with some people at least therxe has
remained a positive reaction.

As to your guestion sbout the dialogue
between Marxists and Catholics in Spain I know
nothing., I just heard recently from the Secretaxry
General of the Society of European Culture in Venice
to wvhich many people of the Eastern bloc belong, that
they had their last meeting in Spain and that the
Spanish government went out of its way to facilitate
it. There were, if I remember correctly, Catholics
present and also Marxists. But that is about all I
know. If you want any very special information I
could get it throyggh a friend of mine who was the

pirector of the Pondo de Cultura Economica in Mexico,
and now directs his own publishing house, who has very
good connections in all Spanish~speaking countries,
including Spain. So that if you want anything very
specific, let me know.

With all good wishes,

Yours
Erich Fromm

Transcribed in Mexico from a
tape Dr. Fromm sent from
Europe.
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, , | July 23, 1967
INGDRERIRRDS | ) - | SRRSO e SRR
you very much for your
kind letter of the 10th, When I first asked
about the relationship of the Marxists and
Catholics in Spain, it ws a pwrely abstract
question, but since then something concrets hes
arisen, and perhape yowr friend from the Fondo de Cultura
Economica in Hwxico who directs his own puhlishing firm could
help, so hare are the new developments, and you be the judge,

(ut of novhere-sto this day I do not
know how they got a copy of MARXISM AND FREEDOM and how froa
that they had writtem %o an English publisher and who,besides,
is not the one who didpirate the American editioneevia a furthed
unknown source in o thsre finally reached me a letter froam
ane s - " 14 e A 1

o od how much would the rights to my woerk cost if
granted them the Spanish (snd Iatin Awerican) rights. I replied
that it w=z sixplewand chesp ik visw of the fact that I was indesd

interested in a Spanish edition: a mere $100 for coxright ant

10% of wholesale price of books sold, and I sent them a 1965 edition

since it was clear thay had available only an early edition which did

not have the Chinese chapter, but did have the appendices that did not

resppear in the latter edition, 1.s.,2 of the Exrly Marxts Essays, and
Lemin's Philosophic Notebooks.

I then received another letter which
sald they were studying ay book most seriously and are interested, but
I must understand that everything published in Spain must pass
censorship., And my work does have a referance to specific Spanish
fagclsm and the destruction of the 1937 revolution. Since then I
bave not had a single word for them, whick need not mean that the

cansor already said a categorical No, but,of course, it may men
that. Several times in these years I have maa inquiriss from
Maxico and once from Argentina shere they actmally translated the
work, but itdidn't get puhlished, and indesd I only hesrd of the
existing Spanish translation, but had never seen it, and since
then those interested in itewone of the Frodizis-has landed in

Jail. So if yowr friend either knows the Clencia Nueva in Madrid

or the relationship of this publisher to latin America,

or how*to put over® a new translation and this time

actual publication of ¥AF, I'd maturally be most grateful,

I'z glad to hesr that you
utiich must meAn you
are wall, HKarrah! The Japanese
ware interested in you and so disappo
that you could not coma were
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Rays Dunayevskaya
8145 Ward
Detroit, Michipen 48228

Dear Raya:

Thank you for your letter of July 15th and for sending me
the report about Marcuse.

About the question of organizing a committee for Marcuse,
1t seems to me a little too early for that, Until the
University is in serious negotistions about his new contract
and shows their unwillingnese to renew the contract it is dif-
ficult to organize something. At any rate, one would have to
know vhat darouse would wish to have done. In the meantime,

I have read thut he plans to be back in the fall. I have just
scrapped & chapter which was to be in the book I am writing
and was & vory sharp criticism of Marcuse. I thought that this
criticism could give mat®rial to his rightwing enemies and
hence I decided not to publisk it, But after having resd the
whole of Cne-Dimensional Man and Eros and Civilization--I hed
never read more than paris~-I am really shocked, not only about
the incompetent treatment of Freud, whigh 1B & drastic diator~
t188; Hut more than That sbout the irrstional and; tome,
‘somevhat sickening character of his idess for the future men,
Excellent as Marcusz is with his purely philoscphical work,
these two books are the expression of an alienation and despeir
masquerading as radiexlism, Basically the salvation lies in
the regression to infantile egotism, and as far as the roly=
W concerned, 1 don't think we noed 2

evolution for that. Perversions have been practiced not only
by storm {rebtmend but with mitusl agreement throughout the
ages and in all classes,

B T T aad

I &m sorry that 1 did net write you last spring sbout the
compittes of solidarity with the philosophers and students of
Polend. I mede some efforts but did not get anyvhere, partly
becsuse I became very active in the MoCarthy cempaign and at
the same time tried to write a book--svhich I am just finishing--
on the present situation.

I am very much interested in what you write abeut the
activities of Svitakég. I have not heard from him for a long
time and I would be most interested in finding ocut what he is

doing in trying to unite workers and intellectuals in the new
demooratization.
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ERICH FROMM

Pnge 2 180 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YORK 24.N. Y.

I might go to Burope in & few days so pleass write me %o
Maxico, from where I shall have my mail forwerded. I had
intended to go to Korcula but I cannot make it., I might see
Marcuse in Salzburg, winere we both are supposed to talk at a
peace conference, but I don't think that there is teo much
which would be the basis for & frutiful coenversation,

Cordially yours,

Cot,

Erich Fromm




Avg,10,1968

Dear EF;

far )
H{ i3 of£ in Europe, working on a new essay, and thus/the university &s
defending him, so there is nothing for us to do,

I do hope you will not scrap any chapter of criticism you have wrlitten.
If every time the Right atiscked, we felt that our defense of the Left required
self -censorship, it would be awful, that is to say, more self-defeating than
censorship imposed by outside authorities, Naturally, the language has to be
modified; I agssume you.wpuld not use words like storm trooper and I happen not
mbgpnmmuhfwkgsw”muaﬂﬁﬁzmzﬁﬁmumﬁﬂ1ﬁaitmm
that Tor a radical it/mich more damning to express alisnation and despair
and yet be truly radical than to "masquerade™ as radical, HM most certainly wald °
like to see a revolution, but he absolutely cannot escape his own pessimism, We(he.:
and I) fight like cats and dogs all the time, but that dossn't mean I would either .
not defend him, or keep my criticism of him to myself, I cannot say as much for
him since he really goes in for a string of ridiculous adjectives when one does .
not agree with him, which was the case when I once criticized Isaac Deutscher and -
he very nearly called me an "agent! (I think he never could make up his mind &bout
sy "ultra-l8ftism® and "romanticism™ so he never knew whose Magent! I would bel)

The reason I am encouraging you hot to discard your criticism{ though
doubt that I in turn would agree with you and in any case I know nothing of
(.%'roud and keep far away from any field T am not competent in) is that I feel
very strongly on the hisboric blunders made whon rovolutlonaries feel that
martyrs must never be criticized, not even theorstically. .

Ivan Svitak did not reply, but I did get a magnificent report of what
is happening in Czschoslovakiz from a& lesser known figurs, who also sent me some
of Svitak's spesches which seem magnificent both on the guestion of plurality
of parties and the need for unity of worker and intellectual. In any case,
the Pragus report, "At the Crossroads of Two Worids™ by Stephen Steiger, I am
hiving published in NEWS & LETTERS, I shal send you a copy, and if you agree
with me that it is ax worthwhile of publicatlon as I do, you might see that
it gets publishad in other journals, and perhaps translated into Spanish.

i
B
g

i

Yours,

¥

RIERF P et

Incidentally, to get back to Marcuss for a moment, I do not gqulits know who is
responsible for the extraordinary publicity he has gotten recently,fut his
influence on the West Europesn youth is greatly aexaggerated, It isn'¢ only
as UYanisl Vohn~Bendit put it, that there aren't more than a dozen stulents

who have studied his works (unless, he added, it be Eros and Civilisation) but
that they sharply disagree with his politics when they do hear him,

One stwlent in this country, Richard Creaman, who happens to be a friend of mine
has written a eritique of his philosophic works, which will appear in the next
issue of New Politics , Since you arae Jisted as a sponsor of the magazine, I

assume you do get the journal. Did you happen to see my plece thers, "Cultural
Revelution or Maoist Reaction?™ in tha Spring lissue?

b
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Nov. 7,1968
Dear EF':

Tvan Svitek is now withthe Russian Institute and, thus, can be
reached at Columbia University. Generally, it is 3rzenski's secretary
who takes all of the calls since Svitak, both for security reasons and

bocause he is working on abook on Czechoslovakia rather thazn a regzular
mamber of the faculty.

You have your differances with Marcuse on psychoanalysis and I
heve mine with Svitak on Hegel., I was quite surprised, considering that
he iz both a humanist and & Marxist (whick, to me are one) that he was seo
"hestile" to What he considers "going backwards". As you knew, I have
been working on the relationship of philesophy to revolution, from Hegel
ard the Fraench Aevolution through Marx and the Europsan Revolution of
1848 and 1871 to our own spoch, I feel that it is absolutely the most
neglected field which only looks overworked because Marxists felt it
necessary to say that they are dialesticians 1ike a Catholic faels it
necessary to cross himself when he passes a church. In any case, because
I have been unable to get any foundation funds and, naturally, both
Cormuniste and Soclalists and sven Marcuse who has really become a great
deal more "political™ then philosophic in his attitudes considers me
“romantic”, the work is progressing ocxtremsly slowly as I must continue
to earn a living. But, I do hope to complete it, at least in full draft
forn, by the end of this year, There is one thing that I always did

appreciate in Matcuse and that is that he tried td rescue me from being

an unperson by leniing his name, that is to say writing a proface to
Marxism and Freedom, though & doubt he wonld do as miach nou. We My ev en
get to debate 4a public -~ soms of the student youth are very interested
in getting us on & single platform, thus far without success — vhen I

get to California on my Spring lecture tour next year,

8 Thank you for seniing me your latest book: I assume I will receive
it scon, and if I feel at all competent (which I doubt) I shall wite you
ny reactien,

Hew Politics seams to be following an independent road so I would
not imagine you would want to break kth it. As you know tha Spring issue
carrisl my plece on the Chinese Cultural Revolution and the fsll issue carries
the Critique by Richard Groeman on karcuse's philosophic works, If you do
not have it, I shell be glad to send it to you. Will you remain in the states?

Yours,




ERICH FROMM
180 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YORK 24, N. Y.

November 30, 1968

Miss Raya Dunayevakaya
8146 Ward

Detrolt, Michigan 48228
Dear Raya:

Thank you for your letter of November 7th which
I received on my return from a trip to Californias.

I vwas glad to hear that Svitak is in New York.
That means safe. I am somevwhat surprised that he stays
in Brzenski's Institute, In fact, I am a little reluctant
to call him up, I would have expected that he would have
called me up here or written me and I am afraid that
his not having done so indicates that for one reason or
another he does not want to have anything to do with

me, Naturally, I do not want to embarrass him by calling
him,

I am sorry to hear that dus to external circumstances
your work proceeds slowly. I wvish I could be of any help.
My connections with funds are nil, but if I could be of
use in connection with the publisher plesse lsi ms know.

I have great respect for your knowledge, your penetration,
your honesty and your courage and I believe that you have
something to say which should be known as much as possible.

I am surprised that you have not received my book. Ir

I cannot find a hard cover cditicn {the firat printing is
s0ld out) I hope you don't mind if I send you a paperback.

If you could send ms your plece on the Chinese cultural
revolution and the i1ssue with Greeman's Critique of Marcuse's
philesophsc vork you would do me a great favor, but how can
you dispenss with your volumes? If you are used to preserving
ihem then you had better not send them to ms and I will try
to get them independently.

With all good wishes and varm regards,
Sincerely yours,
Lol

Erich Promm




December 10, 1968

Dear E.F,,

_ Here are the articles on Marcuse, and Mzo. {Gome to think of
it, the acclidental nearness of the names is not quite as shocking as I
thought it to bte when I reached the name of Hao slnce ¥Marcuse, with a
stralght face and not really with tongue in check, said to me that there
wasn't anything wrong in going to bed with "Quotations from Chairman Mao"
under their pillow as all good Maoist are sald to do). You may keep the
articles; T have other copies and tore them out of the magazine, only to
make it posasible for me to send it to you air mall,

Thank you very much for your very Kind and warm lotter, I may
take advantage of your offer to intercede with publisher when {or should
1 have said if ever) I complete my work on Philosoply and Revolutlon.
I have given myself a deadline -- the end of next year -- but then my self=
discipline hwolds osly whon thore aren't overriding ohjeotive compulsions,
and who can say there will not be still one other lust, crushel, aborted
revolution?

As I bolieve T wrote you, I couldn't find it in me to be able to
say to Ivan Svitak that he shouldn't accept tho post at Trzenski's
Institute when I knew that he had only $2.00 in his pockets, the clothes
on his back and two brief cases stuffed with manusoripts, ‘he fact that
he asked my view shows that ho hasn't beea traimwashed yet. I belleve
he would be glad to hear from you. The reel hold-up is Brrenskils Secretary
through whom everything "elears", Your judgment may be best on that after
all,.

Yours, ;i Tl

P.S. I small oe looking forward to gebtlmg your ook in paporback, As

a matter of fact, I penerally preofer it that way, There was only one
tims when I jumped out of my skin in anger to soe the very chefp papar=
back whizh the French publisher used to get out the original Ruselan
edition of Trotsky's History of the Russian Htevolution. So, on his
birthday, waich is November 7th, (he told vory few people that gact since
it hud all the earmarks of a birthiay made to order), I had it bound

{n sharp red leather. e was as happy as a child; it would have been
Aiffioult for anyone to recoznize ™Man of Ociober" in that childlike glee,

MR P 1€ oy B whid ki sl ’
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