M=y 23,1265
Desr TF:

Have I written to you that duripg my recent lecture tour
in Zritlsh Columbls I found mn "sdherent' o:
8 very unsual msn named Lefty Korpen, & rallroasd worker who is
presently (after an indusirial accident} at work on s book on the
conditlons o0i laoor which iewd to spontamncous sctlons, workers'
contrcl of yroductiun, seli-deveiopment qulte other thesn those
the monagers of ploductlon planned as they worked out those condl-
tlons or lator? Lefty 4uotes from your worxs, cspeclally The
Sene soclety, sand wented to' know whether he could Zst your per-
mission, I told hlm that I felt Bure you wcuid grant such pere
mlasion, Have you heeard from hip?

Are you sti.l hers or are you in durope? I've mls-
placed your schedule, Because of the objeotlve situatlon--both
as it relasted to ti:e U3 Lowmovlng of North Viet Kam and the Maolst
teking over the JCP=--my trly to Japun has been deltayed frm
spring to fall. The comrades there felt also uneasy about my
safety #8 I speak both ara’nut US iaperiulism and Meolsm and felt
I should not travel without n "guard” and since that would mesn
more monsy I cenrot have, I thoucht I belter think more about 1it,
whlle they work more with the Jepanese edition of the work to
expand Marxist.Humsnist =roupin- there, So I am stlll here,
but, inatead of having time to work on my new book, I'm rushing
to paxpletion & pDemphlety on The Free 3peecn Movement and the
Ne~ro revolutiun, whict: will sisy inciude a vonbriwullon Ly
Marlioc 3avio,

I thouzght you wmizht also be lnterested in en eppendlix
to it whics will repreduce the lecture Lhet ~as s0 popular with
the students ard whleh I printed on ay return: “The Theory of
Allensation: ¥srx's TLebt to Hesel.” Alsc lpocluded because I
thiok it mey intcrezt you ie “"hemcabrauce of Things Past in the
Future Tense"” 1n The Aotlvlst; it's ralher out ol my usual
mold for me to revisw sSartra’s sutoblio-raphlesl work but 1t dld
looln-e on pnilosophlcal sid polltleal problews --and, in any
case, I slwuys "ecriltulate" to youtn reque¢sts and the CObbkrlin
Collese students asked me o review [he Words,

Thus £ar 7 have pot had ifuck Lln conviacing &

yours in Vancoouver -- -ji

B

bour<enls Jublisnsr to undertase ilscuing MD's “ro pe A 7nvie Han®y'

but 8lo.e 1 haven't -1lve. uu hope, msy 1 ndg you olease to repeat
your sumasr aheedule: w.aen @7 jou Loave for Zurope; when do you
return? Thenk you,

curs,




Dear EF:

| A, you saw fron my review of Sertre, I did, of course, utiligze Mmne.de
Beauvoir?s asutobiography. I don't know whether she is more freank deliberately
or only more dumb. But she is not the one who had a whule generation of oL
poat-war youth bamboogzleds he did, You are, of course, right about his agouentuoi
and his thorcughly bourgeois mature. But that, too, does not explain the pull he
exercised over many who thought themselves revolutionsry, The vory fact that it
was not even held ageinet him that he studied in Hitler Cermany and was never
ebashed about the faot that his philosophy had its origin in the reaectionary
Eieriteguard and tus MHasl Heidegger shows the dscadence of cur so-called ravolu=
tionaries os well as of the bourgeoisie. No, I think closer to the truth resides
in Hegel's mwrofound analyeis of the Unhappy Conscicusness wijich he further defined
as "the giddy whirl of s perpetuslly sslf-creating disorder", "a personality con=
ﬁned within ita narrow self and its petty ectivity, a pereonality brooding ovar  §
itself, as unfortunate ss it ie pitiedly destitute,” The irony is that this seotion
of the PHENOMENOLOGY OF HIND was Sartre's favorite, though ha failed %o recognise
himgelf in it, even as he fajled tc recognize himeelf in the atiribution of
"bad faith" to all others, including Freud's discovery of the sub-conscious.

B¢

Finally I got from Doubleday your Socislist Humanism; it's a huutii\xll:
produced job in form ms it is in content, 3Such a rich nouse surely doean't need

free ads from suck poor ones as us, dut I an anxious for workers to rocad it, and
80 I put in ad in NEWS % LPTTERS, berewith enclosed, and already we had 6 orders.

Yours,

by

I trust you are wellj what made you ill in Durope?

10006




ERICH FROMM

TELEPH ONES: MAILING ADDOREES
MEXICO CITY: 48-54-20 PATRIGIO SANZ 748.5

CUERNAVACA: 2-30-49 MEXIEQ 12, D. F,

lst GQctober, 1965

Dear Raya
I just got your letter of September Z73.

I do not know whether I wrote you that I found
your oiece on Sartre excellent. Your remark abouf him
aggﬁffg;_gg;Beauvoir_is very much to the point, I &R
ATwavs puzzled by her ucter political and human naiveté.
Since she is not really Ehat dunk LU explain ail this,

I suspect that Sartre too must be in a way very naive,
although he covers it with lots of words. How he could
bamboozle a whole generation so thoroughly has also been
puzzling to me. Of course he appealed to the despair and
cynicism, especially by speaking. in such glittering
words. ~Klso, I bélieve people do fall for very
voluminous and somewhat obscurely written books. Bul
still, that is probably not the whole explanation. I

was very much interested in the further remarks you
mada abount it,

_

I am very glad vou liked Socialist Humanism,
and I was delignted with youi al in WiWd AND LOTTIRC.

( I «wrol wbot XK ) pblid >/

Cordially vours,




=pertrer ponET s oI

Mey 16, 1966

Dear EFt

You may consider the intruslon into your thibking on your new work as
# bit far-fetched, but 1 trust not irrelevant. Somehow, ever since you went ioned
developing the ideas of Marx's Humanism in the psychoeanaiytic field, I hsve felt
(end 1 trust not only because I do not know psychoeanaiysis) that certain historicale
philosophical analyses by Marx and Hepel could serve not only to illuminste the
field, but actually to insplre opening new avenucs, The work of Marx that 1 was
thinking about in this relationship is ona that is hardly ever mentioned and has not
been translated, FHowever, a pood sclection of quotations does appear in Lowith's
Froo fegel to %ietsche, I am referring to Marx's doctoral thesis on the difference
the phllosophies of Democritus end Epleurus. DIXEIVXMMNTYETE Marx's profound insights
thera relate not only to the two philosophies, but to those turning peints in history
where a graat philosophy having "perished™, the eplgone srise because they have been
unable to establish altogether new beginnings end so must chip avry !interpret) at
the last great philosophy. I'm sorry to say I don't Apmeithis work of Marx, but I
feel sure that {f you don't have it, the quotstions you'will find in Lowith will
stimlate you sufficiently to want to reed it in relationship to your spacific work
now rathor than as part of Marx's development. 1% sure also that you will not be
the least diverted from this pleasant task by the fact that Commnists, Trotskysist,
and such other sld radicals hold this thesis to hove been vthe bourgeois Marx'.

_ How the section in Hezel's Phenomenlogoy of Hind which 1 consider ine
dispensable to any serious anslysis of people in powsr and those who bunger to get
there is saeitlod "Spirit in Self-Dstangement =e The Discipline of Cultuye®. The
"Unhappy Consclousness® is much moze famous than the "Spirit in SelfoEstrangement”
but in fact this “higher" stage of alienation is the most interesting for thc analysis
of characters 1ike Mso Tse-tung or Fidel Castro, for that matcer. What I'm trying to
say is, that vherqas the “Unhappy Consefousuess” coote &t a time when the world is going
to pieces and the individual cannot find his place 1n soclety, either with the old or
the new, the"Spirit in Self~Estrangement™ comes at o time when the person has gotten
pover and should be most heppy, but, tut, but == just listen to Hegel hinselft

» Spiric in this case, therefore, constructs not mersly one world, tut
a tvo-fold wvorld, divided and sclf-opposed.” {p,510) "The noble type of conuciousness,
then, finds itself in the judgrent related to the state«povwer .ae This type of mind is
the heroism of service ... The result of this actien, binding the ecsential reclity and
self indissolubly together is to produce a tuoefold actuality <= a self that is truly
sctualized and a stece-powver whost suthority is nccapted as true,” (P.526-7) *Such a
type 1s the haughty vassal {p.529) *This astrangement, however, takes place in
lenguage ... Speech, however, hides oho in its purity} it alone expresses 1, 1 itself.”
fp.529+30) »This type of spiritual 11fe is the absolute and universal iaversion
of reality and thought their entire estrangement one from the other™ (p.541).

For & tan as erudite as Hegel to have this merciless attack en"culture®
is one more of thom paracoxes vhich show the Ma}ity in Regel as man, az e Prussien,
and Hegel, the genius, who could step scross ¢lass and historic barriers e- rnd with
very good lumor at that. = 12

Yours,{ V7

P.S. 1 don't know vhether ths letter above could pass as & congratulatory note for your
getting the Guggenhelm grant, but I was diverted from sending regular congratulations by
the fact that, as expected, I did not get it or any other foundstion to sponsor my “sube
versive® study and thus T must do it and work and scroungs for psunies at the same t!
sogusy, T knov you'll undsritand, L

. 4
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e MAILING ADDRESE:
MEXICO CITY: 48-54-20 ERICH FROMM

PATRICID SANZ 748.
- GUERNAVACA: 2.30-49% MEXICO 12, D. Fs;

29th Qctoker, 1966

Miss Raya Dunayevskaya
4482 - 28th &t.
Detroit, Mich., 48210

Dear Rava,

It is almost four weeks since I received your
letter ané have not yet answered it. Please excuse this
delay, but there were certain special circumstances which
made it impossible for me in the lsst few weaks to take
proper care of my mail.

I son frem vour latter that Doubkleday has no

ale
sent copies of the paperkack to the authors, but I shall

be very glad to send you some if you will tell me abcut
how many you want,

I got an invitation from the Japanese Radio
to go to Japan to give some lectures, which I have promised
to do, from about the first of April on. I plian te stay
thers about 3} ew~d weeks. I would greatly appreciate if
you could write me what persons you think I should contact

ne. I

difficulties I have had with many Japanese, whose English
is poor, so that a conversation ends up in a half-understanding
bhut I am sure you muast know some who speak English well, so
that one can really talk. A&ny comment on tie people whom

you suggest would be most welcome also, and if you have
them, their addresses.

Last soring I was in Czechoslovakia, ancé gave
lectures at the Usniversity and at the rcademy of Philosophy.
T here is a great interest in everythinu Vestern and
American, which I do not consider entirely mositive.
Philosophically it seems that existentialism has more
influence there than . in Polang §E:E§§§EI§VT§T—_TE‘§EE;5

Ht&é‘t"’?ﬁey are now prevared to give up their relative
equalization of income, in order to have tetter Yincentives "
for production, and there seems Lo be that the
material incentive is the only one i feel that
it a tragic defeat for sorialism, which was based on the
idea that in @ DIOper and mofré Auman form of soviety other

.
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incentives such as interest, etec., would reclace the
purely ma_terialistic interest in money. 1In my lecture

at the Institute of Philosophy I spoke about the general
trend towards unlimited and further increasing consumption
which has its original root in capitalism, and which is
now also increasing in all socialist countries, and I
spoke, of course, from a2 critical standpoint towards

this phenomenon. The reaction was a stony silence, and

I think there is hardly any understanding for this
problem.,

Have you seen the Yugoslav publication PRAXIS
which is edited by a group of very intelligent and
humanist Marxists? It is published in English, Gexrman and
French. If you would be interested I will get a
subscription for you; perhaps you would decide to write
gomething for them.

With best regards,

Yours,
Gy,

Erich Fromm




Nov,25,1966

Dear EF:

Wy not play it by ear? My friends will certainly not impose any loctures . 3§

on you, If you feel after you have met Kurokawa that you wish to speak to & small
group rather than just an individual, it can easily be arranged right on the spot,
However, I took it from your letter of the 16th that you would rather meet g.nd

talk individually with Kurokowa in Tokyo and Preof, Mlzuta, _Therefore I wrots

that you were not available for, lsctures beyohd those arranged for you by those

who ave invited you to appear on TV-radio, If you will tell me when and whers

your lectures will oceur, I will inform them and they can attend if they wish to

and have others listen, Otherwise, either they will call you or you will call :
them, You alone will be the judge if you wish to develop the relationship beyond
that,

I was surjrised that vou did not mention Hiroshima as one of the places
you intend to visit, I dare say I should not recommend & visit since, aftor'
seeing the Peace Museum, I had the most sbominableenightmare, And yet it has an
attraction that is absolutely irresistible. The students at the Universzity thsre
are the ones ¥ho wrote to the White House asking Lucy not to get married on the
day the Americans dropped the bomb on Hroshima but that stugid and insensitlve
girl not only went through with her marriage, but said "How would 1t be i I

Hiroshima
got married on the day they attacked Pearl Harberi" As I told the/students
=tha day of infamy",historieally, w111 be Aurust, not Dacember, although no one
wishes to axcuss any imperialist war act, ©Sut, can you imagine any in our old
USA having a mass mesting in honor of the war dead by the hard of thelr own

rulars as the students there hed for ma an Decambdar 7th?

Thank you for both the act of writlng to Praxis and Doubleday,
™
Yours, 6

You never ¢id answsr me on the question I once posed .o s ling legalls
PHENOMENOLUGY OF MIND and the particular aspects of Humanism that rou were
working on for your new hook. T wondered whether you ever gct that letter
quite a few months back,
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