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We're a year old?

Hemember the prophets of doom?  Nofody ever
started o menthly magazine without any meney and
e 4 o of it Mardly anybody ever started one
with dors of money and made a go of it, Yoo'll be
dead in a month.

['hey had solid evidence, trug enough, The last ten
yeurs are litterad with the corpses of Canadlan magazines;
Star Wepkiy, Family Herald, Exvhange, Parallel, Edge,
Five Cemt Heview, most reently The Mongrealer. We
conceded ut the begimning that we might well be putting

But the gloomy caloulations Teft out twis things, First,
nobody hud ever tried something like The Mysrerions Fest
Before - & low-hudget, controversial, punchy and horest
magnzine orgarized on a regional base, And nobody, but
nebody, ever hal o more loval and enthusiastic readorship
than we've had, Readers send s information, good wishes,
sugpestions fur increasing circulation, reactions to what
we publish. Somelimes {hey send us velps of pain when
wie gore their sacsed cows - but nobidy has ever cuncelled
a subsnipriun.

Partly, we're comyinced, we've survived because we
slarln| int Ll Mariimes, and Maritimers support Maritime
We'll cake thc credit for insisting that The
v Enst |1 1o be as intelligent stimulating and
nuscle can pos-

! would have disd without the
wonderful r\-spunsx wi've had from the people of the
Muritimes,
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Sowhere are we now?

Just last month we were at fast able to hire o secretary
to help us deal with the increasing Noods of mail. We
have an office af last, We're printing 000 copies of this
e, and we'll print 10,000 sext month, The Mystarious
Egst hag subscribers in Tanzania, Toronto, Tokyo - and
Trving, Texas; over 3 thousand altogether, the vast majority
in the Maritimes. ¥ou can buy The Mysterious £asf on
newsstands all over the Atantic Provimess, and you'll
find copies i every room in severzl leading Maritime
hutels. Our subscribers include members of ll the
Atlantic Provineial Legislatures, and five members of the
Federal Cobingl, We've been wntten up in Time, Mac-
Lean’s, the Montreal Sear; our briefs to two Senate Com-
mittees made front page news across the country, A lot
aof people are saying The Mysterious Eastis the best
monthly in the country.

It all happened i the Maritimes - and our readers made
it happen.

The only way we knaw to thank yow is to keep on
puatting out the best damn magazing we can. Which we will

Voluntary enterprises rely on 5
acouple of months this f.wll we Tan lat
back gn time, we've
This 5 the issue that was sla ed for November, but hn.r]mﬂ
it another week lei us put the Fall Book Supplement in il,
and re-date it December. Sibsoribers can rest azsered that
they will get pwelve consecurive issues, regardiess of the
dating spsten. And we'll be back on schedule with the
Tanary {ssie
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the mysterious east meets the senate committee on poverty

“somebody must be right”

constituted a Special Committee. The Committee,
formed by a special motion of Senator David A,
Croll{ of course, hecame its chalrman] wis set up

Jot investigate and repore upon wil aipeets of poverty
in Ciatady, whether urban, rral, regional or other
witke, for defing and elucidare the prablem of poverty
it Comada, and o recommend appropriate action 1o
entirg e establishimens of @ move effective stmeture
of remedia! measires.

| 01\' OCTOBER 24, 969, the Senaté of Canada

st committes has been in existence for over a year now,

ind ifs final report s about due to be published. What can
the public of Canada expect from the expenditure of monoy
involved in sending the Committee’s sixteen member
Semators and theic e - secretaries,

stall, equipment - back and forth across Canada in this a
series of safaris? Aside from its literary qualities, what can
Wi expect in the way of new insights into the problamg of
poor people of Shippegan o Fogo expect from this newest
expedition into the unchartered wilds of social investigation?

Probably not a hell of 4 lot,

There i little doubt that after appropriate deliberation
the Committee will selemnly deliver itself of the old chest.
rut: the only solution to poverty in Canada iz a guaranteed
annual income. So what olse s new.

The point is that however well intenticned the Senators
may be they are not prepared by birth or circumstanes (o
take any meaningful look at the plight of poor, Think ahout
it this way. If you wanfed o setup a committes but guar.
antee that it would leam nothing new, contuct no impoy-
rished citizens on any meaningfitl level, and produce a1 best
obvicus commongplaces as its report, what would you do?

Probubly you would staff it with prople who are as far
from poor &z it's posible to get'- half of them would be
enuine aristocracy (people whose grandparcnts made the
ey and acquired the social status) and liall “self-made
men” {people wha huve made it themselves from the status
af imigrant or lower class 1o 2 comfortable affluance, and
wito can’'t undesstand why the poor, ton, san't make it if
they'd just go out and get 3 jobl, You would make sure
The committes was as old as possible - past retirement HEE,
if ut all possible, This would assure hoth that they wonld
not have the energy neceesary to attend all of the Compmit-
tee meetings much less got cut and talk to people, and that
they would be clss receptive (o new ideas.

You would 250 try to staff it with people very aware of
their own dignity, and very defensive aobit “zffronts”
to it Very conscious of order and respect, casily offeridad
by hreaches of either, and very articulate in expresing such
umbrags.

You would then move the commitiee back and forth
scross the couniry as fast and erratically 35 possible, on the
grounds thul most poor people are less aware of current
evenis than the rest of society and thus would probably
never know of the commirtee’s presence fn their area. Yoo
would try and hold mestings in the cities in arcas where
mist poverty i rural, and outside the cities where urban
poverty dominates. You would ateempt to ploce the meetings
in afituent and/ v inaccessible areas of the city,

Yo would sssure that no ane illiterate or neady so could
gt to the commitlee (even if fie happened 1o hear about it)
by insisting that written briefs be submitted. You would as-
sure that no-one whe didn't belong 1o some upward striving




group or community organization could get to the commit-
tee by insisting that the briefs be duplicated und distributed
two weeks in advance (long before the papers begin printing
stories about the committes’s imminent arrival),

Finally, wherever the hearings were held, you would tov
1o arrange the most intimidating physical armmgement pos-
sible_ Ideally, you would have o raised dais (thres feet st
Ieast) with a long, cloth-covered table like an altar om it,
with the committee siationed behind it like ikons - so thal

The best wily of knowing how well:  the commiiiee
measures up to this ideal o uselessmess and waste is 1o Lock
at the way they conduct their hearings, THE MYSTERIOUS
EAST was in 2 good position to do 5o last summer, when,
by invitation of the commiltes staff, we agreed to present
a2 brief to the committee, This is a record of what hap-
pened.

of presenting a brief to the Senate Poverty Com-

mittes- did nat, in fact, know that they were
holding hearings in Moncton in August, But when a stail
member of the Committee called the magazine a weck
before the hearings and explained that they were getting
alittle response from central New Brunswick and asked
us o prepare a hrief — though en short notice - we agreed
to try.

The committe:'s hearings were held, appropriately
enough, in the Monctan Lion's Club Senior Citizens Home.
As we had of course not had fime to distribute copies of our
brief Lo sither the committes mombers or to.the press, our
arrival in the hearing roem wasgteeted with & number of re-
quests for copies both of the briel and meent igues of the
magazine, We became awars of the natere of the commiries
hearings first when 2 veics from behind the long table
said, “Come on, now, vou didn*t come here to peddle
papers, We haven't got all day,” or words to that sffect,

We proceeded to the table and were informed that since
The Mysterions Exst briel was 1ot on Senater CrolFs agends,
we were not going to be allowed by present our briel,

[t tumed cut later that what has happened was that the
committes staff had ignored an indication by the Senators
that they didn't want to hear from the media in order o in-
vite us, and had smuggled us mto the agenda under the Civil
Liherties Assoriation, Lgnorant of this, we felt a il in-
dignant at having teen asked Lo presant d brief and fravel-
Jing from Fredericton fo do so when we wers nof on the u-
penda; after some discussion of this, Senator Croll fnsly
allowed the hearing (o go ahead, over the objections of
Sepator Fomier, who acused us of “disrupting” the hear-
ings by “peddling cur papers” and insisting on reading our
brief,

The hrief was read, finally {for extracts from it sseboxes)
and we were asked to return that afternoon for = guesticn
period. After same hesitation, we agreed.

1t became apparent almost immediately, thut aftemoon,
that the central izsue in the briel, in the minds of the com-
mittee - and especially Scnator Edgar Fournier - was eur
attack on the preconceptions embraced by tipical sanarors —
cspecially Senator Foumier. The trief had quoted form
seme remarks made by Senator Foumier, not untypical of
the Senator, in previous hearings to the effect that thou-
sands of “so-called poor” are defrauding a welfare system
which is *the surse of the country' and that “It will be

T HE MYSTERIOUS EAST HAD NO INTENTION

watted effort to throw mere money 10 people who cannot
control their expenses” .

Senatar Foawrmier, then, began the aftemonn session with
a “speech’” which says more than we could say in volume
aboul the Senate Poverty Committee,

Senator Fournier

He began by attacking the members of our delegation
personally; ascertaining that some of us were university
teachers, he charged:

Fiows are university professors; nof meking in-educa-
i, Yo gow Jir thiz moming tovwelk i and disturk
this meeting thet bl an agendn. You took an hour
of aur time, You presented ¢ brief which we had
mot seen. Weasked you not to read the brief, You
were asked not to disiribute your pamphics and you
did. S vou connat blame this fype of conduct on g
lack of education dr grorance. It is fusi the attitude
Vou pecple huve.

e, the ignorany group as vou muy cull e or the
rest of us, have to worny ahotd what i5 going o in
our universities, God bless the wrlversites when pou
have profesiors of your calibre fenching our Young
people, No wonder we have revolutions, ferrorists
and rebel movements.  You muy dngh, but we do
wot laugh. We find this very serious.

What can yow expect fram our universicy peopls
oF our yaurg generation with the (ype of teadership
that you are giving thew, sometimes ?

Getting down to business, he attacked the brief more
specifieally. We hud pointed out that pooe people find it dif-
ficult te travel in the Maritimes; Senater Foumier made it
dear-what he thinks of people who can't afford to travel
to Halifax from Fredericlon,

You have made @ great contribution 1o franspor-
tarion beequse you hpve brought all the problems af
trangporration in. You end by saving that (e cniy
iy Vow e go from Helifex to Fredericton i by
hitch-hiking and by begging. Twill tell you gentle-
mien that there are thotsandy of pecple that are
frying o go between Fredericton and Halifax not
by Wireh-hiking and not by begging. Maybe it is the
iy fipe of ransportetion that You people con
afford. T feel sorvy for you.

Charging shead, he cafled on his vast resources of scon-
e wisdom (o defend the heavy water plant on the
prounds that if the money hadn't been wasted in Nova Sco-
fia, it would have been wasted somewhere else;

You have mentioned some dissatisfie tion abous the
heayy-warer plant in Nova Seotla av if you were
experts in the marter, Let me tell vou alio that you
have @ fot to feam. There are twe sides to the coin
ot thiz stary. Maybe your side s right up to o point




EXCERPTS FROM THE BRIEF

For example, consider the man who wants o travel
from Fredenieton (o Halifax. 1f he goes by Canadian
Mational, he must take a bus leaving 2t 10:10 a.m. for
Neweastle, over a hundred miles away. Amiving in New:
castle ut 2:30, he catches the truin, which acrives in Hal-
il at 9:30, For a trip of loss than 300 miles, he has
spent nearly 12 hours, The cost is $10.50 to 12,2
depending an the day of the week on which he travels.
To transact a diy’s business ~locking, let us say, for
enmployment - he must spend two nights in a hotel and
Iwetr duys an the road. A round trip i going to cost the
best part of $60 - for one way

SkRiokdokdoEERRRR R RNk R
{n the topic of housing, for instance, we wonld cheer
cheerfully argue that private ownership of land and un-
1trolled sp iom In it arepprobably no longer
defenzible, Tn the City of Fredericton, for example,
a developed lot costs thing in the neigk d
of 38 000 to §10,000; with a $15,000 houss the
payments on a 90 percent mortpage at prévailing rutes
af interest would be over 3200 per month - 8 price
Tew wotking men can pay. It is time we recognized that
urhan land, al least, is a public resource  Public owner-
ship of urban land wonld also have implications fer the
privision of parks and other recreations] Facilities, which
intlurn would have an obviously benefisial & fect on
the quality of Tife of the urban poor,

We wish to ask, however, whether the disadvantaged
i wish, or should wish, o be integrated into & socigty
whese chiel Mowems scem to be the ticky-tacky boxes
atid chrome-plated monsters which cover ihe continent
from Halifsx 10 Los Angeles; whise goals can sppareni-
Ly anly be formulated in economic temms; whioss ides
of entertuinment is T Love Lucy™, and whos idea of
arl is i K-Mart reproduction of Norman Rockwell, How
many of us are really happy with 4 society whoss rros
national product is ooe-third garbage, a society which
Views 48 humman necessities such producs as eleciric
shoe polishers, flosal-pattemed toilel paper and vaginal
decdorants, a society whose economic system apparent-
by depends fur its health on war and waste? What have
the poor ever dene to us that we should wish to inflict
such things on them!

Ini wur wiew, it is a gross irony that povernments con-
tinue to try 8o convert the Maritimes into another ext-
ension of the North American neon jungle at just the
point in time at which that jungle is under attack From
4 wide variely of its citizens who have come to recog-
nize that it serves only the neads of power-hungry poli
tigians and corporate bondholders. The afffuent society,
it seems clear, doss not speak 1o human needs; and the
young it produces are offen inclined to enter a kind of
voluntary peverty s hippics and drop<uts. Refupees
from exntral Canada and the United States are moving
into the Maritimes in considerable numbers not because
ihey believe it will become another New Jersey or Ont-
ario, hit becayse they hope it won't; they hope it will
remmsey @ decenizalized region in which individual pe
peaple relate to one anather as individuals,

st in the meantime il this money has been spent

Tt the Maritimes and it would not have been speny

in the Marizimes; it vaould hove been spent somewhere
else in Canada, It has produced employment for
thousands of people and it will give Conada, when if

is cownpleted, even with all the problems there have
been to build it, one of the best heavy-water plants

in the world,

Mowed, periiaps by the word “ridicule”, and glancing
down at a copy of The Myscerious East - 2 publication
he had cleary never seea befare- he noticed the carcafume
af Premier Robichaud which graced our July issues’. cover,
and let us know what he thinks sbout ridieule of public
officials - s practiced prasuniably, by every editorial
cartoonist in North America, He ulso made it clear that
he holds no brief for the democratic dight 1o dissent, that
he couldn't be more loysl to the Premier of the Province
if he were a dictator;

4 may nor agree with Fremier Robichaud in many
things bisi foday he iz my premiee and T respect hin
s the Honourable Lowis Robichawd, premier of my
provines, a5 o Conadian citfzen. Mmny diceazors have
the respect I give my preniier,

At i the same thing with the Prime Minister of Can-
adu; b is the Privwe Minister of Covada and § have no
right to vigieule him, Nething @5 going to deszroy
W gociery faster than people fike you rdiculing the
leaders af our country.

Finally, Senator Fournier said,

A will cherish this brief’ because it is the cheapest
arid regningless brief that we huve seon since we
started acress the coumtry. We have recetved hundreds
af briefs. Some of them were rarher really rough bue
there wes aiways two sidet to e coin. There is
ahwrys the cousirmeiee sid

It i nice to criticize. It s the eones thing imthe
waorld, but when you do critivize you want to leam
aF VOUF Youg age, you must offer somes constmuct-
dve griticism, If you want fo do what you think you
e doing,

1 saticd  will eherish this brief, § will frame itand
Keep it a5 a souvemr. Ay I said, in my opinion, it is
the most meaningless belef tat this committes has
recetved, Jr i fusit & series of platitudes, o perfect
Tmuge of the spomsoring group,  Thers is nothing
constructive in thiz brief. All the world is wrong.
The only wsefil thisg is the Mysterioes Eqxt, which
s ready te disappear like the rest of literature of
his nature, You will not murvive very long, You
hove made @ grear cantribugion, g3 | sid o while ago,
By putting bask fnio the record of the staterments [

8.

Thiz mowming ~ you are an educated man - you
were asied wol fo read the brief i its full length bur
Just o comment on it OF all the hundreds of briefs
we have received in Crnada by people from all fevels
af wociety, educored and uneducated, Yo o5 uriver
sity prafeszors, felt pourwere not able fo comment
o Your brief but you wanted o read (f word for
waird, which shawed @ weakness — that you are nor
sure af yourselves becamse pou have to depend upon
something vou have writien belning. oenk walls,

Now, Mr, Chaipran, having made my comments, 1




MORE EXCERPTS

vinged, however, that we have any
commitiée, You

We are ot o
Tusiness at all appearing before this

mididle-class aeadem ¥
ies may be, But no unemployed mi who hias been

eratically made to feel et
i i of porerty consists
going 1o come here bofore so august body a5 2

pate Committes and tell you what he thinks why no
w his Famnily 18 syffering and how

inade il

ally, since it is our impressiun that the chief crit-
f this comimitte been, from the start, that
il was not getting out and meeting the peopls about
a4 netensibly concerned, we hive one tinal
recommendation . It is that each member of the com-
i ald clothes, take 2 five dall
ppear for a week into a city with which he
is not particulardy Faniliar and if possibla 8 city in which
the majorty language is not his own; or, alternatively,
that he trivel six or eight hundred miles en his five
dedlars. Then come back and listen to the Boards of
‘Teade, the Homn School Associations, the well-
intentioned middle-class academics. After living poor

for o week you may kntny - don't - which parts
of their presentatioas should be taken with a gain of
sall,

Sesator Chiarl

o deere o disten, | have nothing against these bays.
Thew wré trving to-dirgond. T feel somenmes (hey
are doing the wrong thing. I feel somy thar people
with that ability, that capacity, that education, would
wieae e working on the right trock and changing their
aititude 5o gy 10 be canstmuctive fior the young gener
ation.

They are in the fiek have: the oppariunity.
They are within the walis of the universities end they
should tryv o do someding constructive with He
WINE instead of 50 irg of i

That fs el £ will sy nove, Mr. Chatroun, and T
thamel: ot

Much of the next hour cr 5o was spent discussing the
implicationg of qur “attack” on wurnier, along
with scane matters that hud actally been brosght upin
ourbriel. But it was the speech of Semator Josic Quart
from Quebec that was the highlight of the afiemoon, She
hepan with u defense of Foumnier that was o mastorpiece of
jronie character assassination, and wenl on o line up with

Tim o the side of purity and virtee in education. The
speech demands quotations
Senutor Quart: Mr. Chairmos and gewntlemen of the
Mysterious Fust, ! find it rather funny to shink af
she word “mmystertous " when if comes ro the Mari-

timter. [owever, it i with @ feeling of sadness that
T venturea few remarks in this debate; not in any
wa t defend Senafor Fourmier, Tecause he doe
nov need me or savbody else to deéfend him, i Rk
rernarks. Far those of g who know R, we know
Joee s well known for his fustice und fair play and very
Jrank attitude about things. He does nat hedge in
degling with people, and cipectalty with toder -
Heped and unemploped. —

Now for pour iaformation, gentlemen, mayhe you
world mof heve made the taceffice fe made this wek,
anied £ e sure T am golng o shock lim becaise b is
bosifid, - There was @ farily remion for his iy
weich T heligye was organized quite @ while ago,
Senutor Foumier; (nce e year.

Senator Quait: Onoe @ year they have itls reunic,
and e gave it up in arder to be hene wiith s for these
meetings for the poor, for e poung, for the oid, and
Jor the middleaged, and what-have-yon,

He gve up il these days and i going R for fust
fwar days 10 be with s family, Now that iz pretiy
noble

I want o go just one step further, This iz my
regetion, | heve grandsons maybe just Your age.

[ fesl somy dhet you have this attitude, and { sat
thrutigh e Commiftee on Mase Medic where ey
had these wderground radical newspapers, feft,
right, pink, blue, what-have-you, cotile before us,
Bt I det ot think fave ever had guite (e feeling

1t wars ot Braughy fome ro e Rearly to miseh a3 in
Tisteming to some of vour remarks.

I have always believed in freedom of the press. T
hope Ldo nor beeome disilisioned in my old age.
Sometimes freedam of the press can be abused of
freedom and when you fear dow respect forall
authority aed ridicule the leaders of cur palitical
partics, jn matrer vk they are, 1 ikink in spite-of
all pour Phi¥s or whatever it 5, what you are daing
f pur yowntg peopie i dreadful What ar ey going
to become? They will mar have respect for anybody,
and please thisk it ower coch time you ke up pour
Pen, or wileRever ¥ou fake up Vour sword, and et
deown and ridicule everpbody. Somebody must be
ght.

Tt tummed out later fhat in fact the eommitiee had at the
{ast minute and 1o the intense discomfituee of the prople
whi had arranged if, cancelled its visit to New Brunswick’s
Worth Shiore - and rumour had it that part af the reason
wis Senator Feurnier's Tamily reunion,

1t would be possible to go on at leagth to analyze the
composition of the committes, the people they actuully
heard from in their travels, the degree of flaxibilisy their
discussions betray. But all of thit s casily done by reading
the transcripls of their hearings which are widely available;
the emarks of Senators Fourniers and Quart indicate pretty
clearly what you can expect when the commiltee weighs in
with its final seport.




1, arrivals and departures

N HIS ARRIVAL IN DIGRY, Nova Scotia,
1o last year, Henry Rucker must have been

Fas ever had. He had always been intereated in o aming o
(Carnda, he says, though he had not often thought of the
25, Il ncoepted a job teaching high school in Dighy
5 @ vy ufp_r:(tiﬂp, to Canada, which to him seems fo have
ised Land, He arrived in DJ;b\- with

nghy Regjurlu] High School -
ys, to fove the Fundy Coast and the
Maritime i(}'!z ar life he Tound in Dighy, especiaily that

sver, Rucker had been fired from his

Jhe i E uolx || o up\ srvisor, and
al ar DRHS had resigred from their posts, Two
rlers on the facul ad not been rehired,
governiment had conducied an inveatiga:
tion of the Dighy schoa A received
national publicit igby was tom into
Bitter facli

By summer, Rucker wis i
and in his new home, and i
center For reg ive estal
control and educationg

a, happy in a new jub
doat as the eastern

dcrthalimn
er of the Dighy
v a small part of
was mm-v lung before he ever cime and is
His case just made ita

what iz wrong there?

teristic thing that
solated, pleasant




and persunal communitics - and it tends most frequently
togo wrong in the schools.

What happened was that Henry Rucker, o perhaps some-
what ahrasive mdl\'u_ml with a Ju'mln:d ability to perceive
the plexiti in a relutively
small and mpmv»n tovam, Currived at moment of crigis
in the history of the dynasty of F. Courtney Purdy,
Superintendent of Schools and president of the Dighy
General Hospital Board.

Q the stationary

URDY WaAS BORN NEARBY, IN DEEP BROOK.

He wus educuted at Bear River, a1 Mount Allison

University, the Universily of Michigan, Columbia,
and the University of Toronto, When he returned 1o Nova
Scotid hie moved up rapidly through the educational hier-
archy — a commen enough 2xperience for competent men
who are willing to stay in the teaching profession - and
Later he added the office of president of the Dighy General
Haspital Boand, which he has held for twenly years.

Even - or perhaps especially - Purdy’s enemics concede
that he has been admirably effactive in both offices, An
ingenious and ageressive administrator, he is almost salely
responsible for the existence of the Digby General Hospital
and for the new, modern wing at the Dighy Regional High
Scheal, In fact, up until a couple of years ago, Purdy’s
cameer was like one of the models educational administr-
tors peddle in their advertising,

Tnfortunately, the estimonial dinner to honor him
o his retirement, which was held at The Pines in Dighy
last August 22, was not the unmaried crown of o success-
ful eareer that it perhapa ought to have heen - and that
it probably wonld have been had the dinner been held
Augus| 22,1968, For one thing, in point of fact Purdy
had not retired, For another, hostifity toward him in the
community had grown to the point where the prumbling
ubuut the testimonial dinner must have been nearly
audible out at Pines. Vicious rumours about him were
circulating through Dighy, Thireen hundred residents of
Dighy had signed a petition requesting he be fired.

What had happened 2o this storvbook carcer?  To guote
one young resident of Dighy, “Well, if Purdy had quit
yaars apo, no one would have aver thought anything much
bad about him, But he just waited too long 1o get out,
1t's been vears ginee he understood anything about what's
really happening in Dighy.,!"

B 2 private fiefdom

Whal is really huppening in Dighy, then? Put sociologi
cally, what's happening i¢ a chunge in the power structure.
The old eatablishmen! — largefy an educational establish-
menit, since that seems to be Dighy's main industry -

48 being challenged by & newer, more broadly based one,
Bl the old establishment, duminated by F.C. Purdy,
has become accustamed to thinking of the hospital

e e R L ————

and the high school a5 essentially its private fefdom, So
(hx! Tong befun: Heney Rucker arriv m m Dighy, there was

with the iness with which
docisions seened to be made by the school beard - which
field its meetings in private und seemed to be accountable
Lo e one.

1f you were a citizen of Dighy in the middle sixties, vou
would effectively have had no voice in educational decisions
whatever, There was no wiy of applyving pressure to the
school board — no way, in fact, of knowing precisely what
they were doing, except by the effect of their decisions -
and no Home and School Association.

And ~ perhups this is most important - everyone
connected with the schools thought, or was encoutaged
1o think, that school business was an intemal matter in
which citizens were not to be interested,

Teachers were encouraged to live ontside Dighy, or at
least to leave town on weekends if at all possible. {This
fealing seems rather common, at Jeast in Nova Scotia:
at the Nova Seotia Summer Scheol it & recommended that
teachers live in another community than fhat in which
they teach,)

And this passape accurs in the teacher's handhook
(page 46, just below the notice that “Smoking by women
teachers is accepted hut may provoke comment when
practiced in public™):

GOSSIP
Dighy it o typieal sall town atd peaple erjoy gosip,
Beon your grard for voilf be cotechized for the
fafest “school dire”, You will afse be on the receiving
v avd your past will be privd into and found ot
What cannat he rm“l’ﬂrafum’ ma) b suppiied through

. Be Bt s

uquurw' th, fw’yrm.r own peace of mind, o
Leep your own counsel, Make vouwr own judgements
avd dow't e aperly gnxious o jump o conclisions.
All foo fregueentiy we find those most maiigned turm
ot to beour loval friends. Please congider all matiers
pertaining fo sehool orgenization, st end roufine
ax tnboo fopics oulside the fowr walls of the schoal,
Parenits' interest in sehool does pot extend 1 internal
mandgenient and roufing probiems,

ti i |

Dime wonders to what it does legitimately extend, O
whitt the school administration is likely (o consider
““routine” or “internal”,

Clearly, if you arc a good administrator and one inter-
esled in neatness and efficiency, and if you are vourself
almast entirely responsible for the existense of the insti-
tution you administer, you're likely 1o think of it as
your private property and of intercsted citizens as meddling
oulsiders, And that's essentially what had happened in
Dighy.

It's easy 10 sex, too, why it might happen. F.C, Purdy
wits aceepted as 2 sort of benevolent dictator, The school's
reputation was creditable, and if its rate of teacher tum-
aver was extracrdinarily high, that was all right; teachers
who staved too long might find themsshves becoming
involved in the comrmunity.




Gammplexdmma

Biraticn - especially Superintendent Purdy — of intimida-

ling elementary school teachers (among them Henry

Rucker's wife Nancy} into signing a petition srating that |
they had no ohjections (o the extrs outside duties which

were being demanded of teachers,

Glenville, West Virginia, was taking up a réle in a

drama far mere complex and explosive than he
had any way of knowing, To him, the issues seemed
simple, a5 they oftén do to neweomers who aren’ t aware
of the complex play of paronalities involved, This i clear
frum his letter @0 the Dighy Cotrder on Nowember 13, in
which Rucker called for regular, open school board meet-
ings, which would welcome the attendance of teachers and
parents; active Home and School Asseciations at every
scheol; representatives of Teachers' Unions on school
beards, and other such mfonms,

Bt Rucker did not know that the oligarehical struc-
ture of the schoods and of the Trighy eommunity a3 a
whole was already defending itself ugninat artack from
people like Dr.and Mrs, R.A. Armstrong {The Armstrongs,
Dighy residents of eleven vears standing, had already made
their position known - to the extent that Superintendent
Purdy regulurdy samed newcomers to the school or
haspital not to associite with the A rmmstrongs). Nor was
Rucker aware of the extent to which the strike agaist
extended school-bus duty on the part of Nova Scotia
Teachers' Union members had exacerbatad hostility
toward teachers and their union in conservative Westaen
Mova Scotia,

What Henry Rucker digf know by Movember was that
the ready hospitality of 2t least part of the Dighy commun-
ity was cooling rapidly. Frequent visitors and inspectors
in his classracm ssemed unhappy with his teaching [ this
was of course his first atismpt at teaching and he readily
admits that at first he had some difficulty which was
complicated by the frequency of inspections and the
persistent mmours, which began, he suys, 2s carly as
September, that he was to he fired), His somelimes casial
dress (he always wore  tie, he says, but he twice wore 3’
sleeveless, multi-coloured jacket which earmed him an
unofficisl reprimand) und beurd (neatly trimmed though
it was, and is) seemed to him to be making him the center
of more attention than was devoted to most new teachers,

And his fairdy outspoken and perhaps somewhat naive
haostility toward the educational system probably camed
him somme enemies - this too is 8 common situation when
Moutsiders™ come into a situntion where people have
become accustomed to traditionsl ways of doing things.

H ENRY RUCKER, THEN, ARRIVING FROM

(Al any rate, Rucker later said “Dighy Begional High _Sc.huu]

5 firings and reasons

g ND THE REPORTS ON THE QUALITY OF HIS

teaching from the inspectors were not very encour-
aging. Rucker says that he was ill during one
pection and in general b d by bad textbooks,
cramped quarlers - in some of s clusses there were not
enauigh desks to oo around - and by the preseriplion
that new teachers should “adhere closely fu the preseribed
courses and delay request for deviation” until more famil-
izr with the “philosophy of our schocl” (35 owllined in &
letter from the Supervisar of Sthools, C.C. Maclnnes.)
But in any case the reports were replete with phrses like
“Inmy opinion the teacher was not well prépared.”
“Students bored and so am 1, “No usable lesson plan,”
encher’s mannerisms which have a tendency to
detract” (These - his abrupt movernents and his tend-
cney “to feel his beard and chin whiskers” - were to
become important subsequently) According to the
inspectors, Rucker lectured from the texibook and had
poor control of his class. It seems clear, in fact, that ¢
this point of his career he was not a very poeod teacher,
1t is possible thal some of his unhappiness with the
syslem was due to this, Bul it is also clear that there
are many worse teachers - evervone who has gone to high
school of university has known some of them - who are
in fact not fired. And certainly they are not fired after
less than three menths of teaching,
Eut F.C. Purdy mailed a registered letter to Rucker on
the 215t of Novernber which said in pare:
I have been instructed by the Dighy Regional School
Board to advise you that the Board by urianimous

was run like some of the prisens I've visited,
students continucusly, shaming them 25 much as possible,
disallowing any creative activity or free discussion. In some
respecea it was much like a mental institution.” He ob.
jected also to what he considered (he proe-Amenicin ~ and
often racist - Bias of the texthooks, and to the luck of
Canadian content in the courses.

Presumably, also, his involvemant in the bus steike dispute
did not serve to endear him to the sducational establish-
ment in Dighy; he was among those who accused the admin-

Zl devided to Your contract 1o
become effective Noverber 30, 1969, The reasort

Jfar this action by the Board it unsatisfactory perform-

awce of vour profationary contract,
Exit Henry Rucker.

0 50 it seems to have been planned — and so, in fact, it
scemed in Digby for a while, The Dighy Gourier did not
pueblish any report of the firing - the first mention, in fact,
was on December 4, when the agenda for an upcoming
Teachers” Linion meeting, printed in the Courder, included



2 consideration of the dismissal of Rucker,

Another dark hint that something was in the wind occur-
red in o Jetter in the Courter by Mrs. Armstrong, calling for
apen school board mestings and referring to the praclice
of hiring and firing teachers “with such gy abandon ..,
Who is it thut hires teachers and has such poor judgement
that some have to be fired again in five minutes, yeir after

veur?

Tn fact, Rucker hud decided not to make o quist exil -
unlike, it appears, all those teachers whese quiet depart-
wres over the vears had contribuied to the reputation
Dighy ha acquired for ranid lumever in personnel, He
had gome imymediately to the Nova Seotin Teachers’ Union,
wha had informed him that he kad @ nght to appeal such
a decision. A school board meeting was held on &
Thecember, at which the board decided to grant Rucker
twenty duyvs to appeal the decision and therefore to extend
his salary for that period.

Ultimately a full-dress hearing was held on January 19:21,
The charges againgt Rucker were divided into a seven-
item list, but they boiled down to three: (1) the admin-
jstration and the inspectors thought he wasn't @ very good
teucher:(2) there was whal was described as un “*unfortun-
ate altercation in staff room with a fellow teacher that
spilled wwer into the corridor and was witnessed by student
groups, an incident which required intervention of the
principal - o must unprofessional conduct that has
provoked @ good deal of unfavorable public pomment™
and {3y those unfortanate “manngrisms” of Rucker's, 1o
festimony, some other clemenis came uut. The principal,
1LE. Ritcey, for instance, commented, according to the
Digby Cowrier, that “an untidy appeurance of Mr. Rucker
accounted for mugh of the disciplinasy problems.”

Sthe evidence factory

Subsequently, (he appeal board found fhat Rucker had
been dismissed 1o repsons nol readily prehensiole o

with stdents viewing this unprofessional eonduct on the
part of Rucker, Nothing could be further from the swom
evidenca that we heard,” What in fact happened wasan
argument shout NSTU males, complicated by the fact thal
Rucker was distresaed by the pressures he said were being
applied to his wife during the bus dispute. The argument
ended amicably, with Rucker and his disputant, Lawrence
Ranks, another teacher, reconciled. Niv students saw the
event, nor was violence involved.

But what is most interssting is the conclustion the sppedl
board came to shout the manufactured “incident” -~ that
the oaly time you have to manufacture sch evidence is
when you der't have encugh real evidence, of can't use
what you have. Clearly, whatever the real reasons for
Rucker's firing had been - and they can only be known by
inference, since probahly the people responsible were not
fully aware uf their owm motives — they had nothing to do
with education, And that's the tragedy af the affair.

? petitions and purges
HE APPEAL BOARD CLEARLY SAWTHE
T preblem as otfier than an educationa] one; they
ordered that Rucker he reinstated and suggested
thit “there is & situation amengst the personnel employed
by the Dighy Regional School Board that is not & happy
one and some cifective action should be taken tueliminale

an outsider — nor indeed (hase stated in the orignal

char, (ine member of the appeal bourd commented thal
“initially, attention was direcled to Me. Rucker for consid-
erationa that ware completely extransous 1o his pcrfonn—
ance 25 & teacher” M. Nicholson, another member, obser-
ved that the School Buard might have been expecied 1o
know that Rucker had o teaching experience and tu be
presared to help him to find his way; they would also,

he sugpested, have known ahout the “mannerisms” from
the interview, Moreover, Rucker was ohserved almost
immediately alter the beginning of the fatl term when he
could hardly be expected to have learmed mich ahout
teaching.

The eonclusion that Rucker was fired for other reasons
b omies unavoidahle when the charge involving the “unfor-
tunate altercation” is considered; Judgs €. Roper Rand,
thie appeal board chairman, made that point in indicating
the exagmerations ~ if nut plain ties - nvolved in the
original charge.

Tl manner in which this ingident is written up as No. 5
of the reasens why the Sehicol Buard suspended Rucker,”
Tve says, * 15 such as tolead thos who did not hear the
swam cvidence 1o believe that  small riot was in progress

that et

If in fact the motives of the Scheol Board in dismissing
Rucker hud heen pedagogical, what could they have been
expectad to do? What wers the altematives!

One ubvious alternative would be to reinstate Rusker
and (ry to find ways to kelp him become a betler teacher,
One could also begin making some atfempt to find cut why
the situating among the personnel was an unhappy one and
find ways to rectify it, beginning sy holding staif meetings,
open board meetings, and public fosrums about the schools,
their currigula and methods.

But I, on the other hand, the motives were ementially
pokitical, if the dismissal of Rucker and the harassment of
those who defended him (harassment which was tostified
1o 2t the hearing and which was to culminate Tater) were
directed uf the preservition of a social and politieal stanes
queo whers reil power was held by avery Tinited group who
were unacenuntable to the community at flarge, what action
would you expect!  Clearly, a tightening of ranks and an
attempt 1o gather the respectable forces of the i
ehind the School Board and its decision,

And that was, in fact, the case, Purdy, Riteey {the high
schoal principal), and Maclnnes (the Supervisor of Schoals)
resignad.




The results of this - some of them, anyway - were pre-
dictable, On February 12, the Courter reported that by
an agreement made between Rucker's representative and
the represen tative of the School Board, Rucker was not

ining in Dighy. "“The resignation of Mrs, Henoe
Rucker from the 81, Patrick's School staif bug also been
accepted. It is understood that Mr. and Mrs. Rucker and
duughter will e leaving Dighy o take up residence else-
where,” A week later, the Cowrfer said that four hundred
people (it furned ot later to be 378) had signed a petition
asking Purdy, Ritoey and Maclnnes to withdraw their
resignations, A heavily-attended mesting of the Teachers'
Union local vored to support the three administrators
and forced the msigmation of their own éxecutive. A
mote administratively-oriented executive was later installed.
Among those forced out was Roger Matheson, an industrial
arts tegcher and President of the local, who had testified
for Rucker at his hearing. On February 26, the Courder
published notice of a public mesting to “restore order”
in the public schools; the meeting wes held on the 28 th and
attracted over 600 people, who veled o ask three
ini: again, to ider their

Purdy responded by making his 2 retirement but announced
tht it was still final, UNtimately Ritcey and Maclnnes did
withdraw th

ir resignations.

the schoed and the hospital. And in fact both of the
teachers who had testified for Rucker at the appeal hoard
hearings were quietly fired {ie. their contracts were not
renewed) during the month. They were Roger Matheson,
President of the Dighy NSTIU local - who was luler (o
receive an award for teaching at 4 convention of the
American Industrial Arts Association - and Neil Culiens,
wice-principal of the High School, On March 17 and 18,
students held a protest march and momentary sit-in to
protest the firings, but of course to no avail.

Qp:wincdal survey _J

aholﬂi.ug the schools for ransom
HLUS THE SITUATION was converted into an
T attack on the whele school system, The report
wits, a5 the Dighy and Annapalis Mimror puinted
out, interpreted not as a comment an i specific situation,
but as an attack on the overall quality of education in
Toighy under the existing administration, By resigning, the
three administrator served notice that any atlempt 1o
the structure of the schools would result in chaos ~
1ot becayze the reformers intended it to, byt because the
administrators weuld hald the system for ransom. Mo one
had envisioned, and few desired, the resignations; when
they came they threatened the svstem with anarchy. And
to the minds of most Dighyites the threat came not from
Purdy, Riteey and Muclines hut from outsiders like Rucker
and the appeal board. The clear resull of this threat when-
ever it is used s to keep people from rocking the boat. If
I lean out over the gunwhale, and yew rock the boat —
wiho's responsible for the capsizing?

In any case, the Dighy educational boat was all but awash
Iy the beginning of March and things got no better during
that menth, Further public meetings were held, at the
urging of a committes of concerned Dhighyites headed by
Fred Harris; one organized a Home and School and another,
on the 26th, received a patition containing 1350 signatures
calling for the firing of Purdy, Harris charged there would
huve heen more, but that many citizens were afraid to
speak out Tor fear of losing their jobs.

‘This stemed fohe a fairly justified fear, since Purdy
effectively controlled two of Dighy’s biggest employers,
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At the end of March, however, the vessel began to wallow
in camest when il wis announced that a thres member
commission had been appointed by the Minister of Educa-
tion o undertake a quiet, two-week long study of the
Dighy school situation, The survey team, composed of
Halifax Schoal Superintendsnt D, Maurice Keating, char-
tered accowntant GM, Mursy and Dighy anes school inspecs
tor Clifford Edwards, relegsed its report at the end of March.

The report of the survey team was - in the gyes of every-
one except the etemally optimistic Dighy Courier (se2 box)
- a disaster for the Dighy school system’s administration.
l1s indictment of the administration. which at tained wide
currency, found seven basic and major defects in Dighy's
school system: the public, it charged, was kept in ignorance
of Wl school matters; the administration was rigid and
inflexible; statements of policy and responsibility wern
vague or unavailable or nonexistent; there was an author-
tarian tendency to decide things for ether people "withos)
any reference to their expressed wishes” ; the administration
was almost fanatically prevccupied with finances, to the
detriment of education and human; achers wire hired
without reference (o provineial repulations:amd finances
were concealed. The survey team offercd fiteeen recome
mendations for improving the situation, most of which
were direeted at opening up the closed cirele in which
decisions were made and making the school system more

ponsive to the Dighy and many of the rec-
ommendations were precisely what many people in Dighy
Tad been culling for from the bepinming. Both local
papers hiad been carrying, for months, occasional latiers
calling for some information about the financial status anid
pelicy of the schools.

Interestingly, Superintendent Purdy did not seem-to
understand the thrust of the report. I a response o it
directed 1o the Sehool Beard on April 14, he was both
perplexed that the report didn't seem 1o consider the excel
fence of the aducation provided by the Dighy system, and




unconvinged that he had ever exceeded his authority. As
for specific recommendanans, he sid thul some of them
seemed “obviously designed to placate the advocates of the
‘wew thinking” and the ‘mischicf makers™ (emphasis his),
and asserted that *1 could not pessibly subscribe to the
idea that o school administeator should not be eoncemned
intimately with ‘dollars and cenis’.” He went on in-a rather

lmuw King of Education 4—\

penulant tone, “The role of the suparintendent a8 v d
oy the “new thinkers in education iz completely unaceept-
bl (o e and fur this reason my retirement from educa-
tin in Nowa Scotia should prabably have ncenrred several
vears past.”

He argued that of the fifteen recommendations, mast
were already in effect und the rest were unworkable. He
seemed unable to interpret the recommendations in any
but the most literal and conerete sense, of 1o.5ec that it was
the spirit of his administration which was being attacked,

T HE RELEASE OF THE REPORT brought wide
publicity to the cuse, including o national report
on the CBC. All these in Favour of educational
seform in Dighy were encouraged by the survey team’s
forthright apreement with the reformist position, Optimism
reiped, 1f, a5 Mick Fillmore of The Fourth Estate
suggested in his article on Digby, wholesale changes at the
‘higher levels might be needed, surely now was the time,

Tf, 3 the Falley Outlpok had suid (in an editorial reprinted
in the Mirror on April | which is probably the best sirigle
statement on the situation made by any newspaper), the
prohlem was that *too many people in administration of
schools in Dighy county have been in their positions too

Qe of the hard lessons to be learned from a situation
Jike Dighy's is how much difference the ihili

THE COURIER TELLS IT LIKE IT OUGHT TO BE

¢ Tn its April 16 issue, the Courier reported that Reger
1] ial Arts Teacher at Dighy Regional

~ or irrgsporsibility — of the loesl paper can mike, The
Dighy Cowrier consistently took positions of blind local
patriotism and manic optim the crisis,
and did not hesitate (o distort the news in order to
maintuin Dighy's “good image”, Examples:

e When Dighy High students protested the firings of
Matheson and Cullens n March, the Cowrder headlined
its story ““Sunny Skies Aid Protest March™ and began
“Sunny skies added greatly 1o the pleasure of some
thiee hundred stodents ... when they staged a march
through the streets of Dighy.” Later i the story: "It
was taken for granted by muny of the citizens that 2
number of the marchers did net know why they were
marching but liked the day out of school. Amaong them
were students whose parents made no secret of the fact
that they were fully behind the administration at DRHS.”
The article went on to reporl interviews with students
wha didn’t understand the situation fully or who had
besn in Dighy only a shert time.

# Every paper that reported on the Survey Team report
called it an indiciment of the Dighy school system (inchu-
ding, the Chrawicle-Herald, the Dighy and Annapulis
Mirror, and The Fourth Futate) - but the Courter Tan

a long rebuttal of the report, titled * Rivalnes in Comm-
ity Cloud Real School Issues™ and almost totully
ohseured the thrust of the report. The article observed
that “Problems ... began in the fall of 1969 after the dis-
missal of 3 probationary teacher™ (an cxample of & fairly
‘high level of naiveté, 10 say the least) and protestad in
an editorial the following weekthat “we saw nothing {in
{he raport) which might come under the category of n
“searing fndi ¢ .. which a wanting-to-be-populi
Tittle tabloid in another part of the province would make
oulb itis”

High School ... received an Dutstanding Industrial Arts
Tengher Award ™ a1 @ convention of the Amer Indus-
trial Arts Association at Loulsville, Keniucky - but
neglects to mention that Matheson had heen fired by the
Dighy Sehool Board,

# Perhags the most amusing example of editorial myopia
though, is the Cotrler's response (o the CRC Weekend
show un Dighy. In the news columas of its issue for 14
May the Courier presents an acsount of who was on the
program as though it were social news, referring only
wvaguely and in passing 1o (he subject and not at all to
the slant of the show; the Conrier was clearly gratified
at the fuct that “The name of Bighy wis given prom-
inence throughout entire Canada.” The headline is
“Dighy Gets National T.¥, Recognition,” In an editos-
fal the paper eomplains vaguely about a waste of the
{axpayer’s monsy — not heciuse the CBC did the show
in the first place, which ene might understand; but
hecause the staff taped interviews which weren’tshown
and wasted the tape. Apparently some Dighyites had
their feclings hurt when they were edited out of the
progeam - especinlly, one suspects, because the star of
the program was 8 cheaning lady at 2 lecal motel,

In the same issie appear two statements which will
bear thought eiody else but Dighyites in spirit can
keep Dighy free from ills which plagee other areas,” and
g medium ... reflects the compunity in ils true spirit
betder than its newspaper,” The Courier’s practice,
hewever, reverses the process; if the bad news dozsn't
appear in the paper, then it never happened in the com-
mumity.




long," surely something could be done now that the whole
nation knew of Dighy's plight,

But it was not to be, A visit to Dighy in the fall of 1970
shows appallingly litte change, And much of what fus
changed hardly resembles improvement: Matheson, Cullens
and Rucker are gone, So are many other teachers
{including, irenically, Rucker's replacement - see box),
The vacancy rate is as high as ever; only slightly more than
60 per cent of the High School's teachers stayed on for
1970-71,

Muost things, though, remain the same, Ritcey and
Maclones cecupy pretly much the same positions they
had a year ago. The petition demanding the ﬂrlng of Purdy
Tias hadl the result fhat a lunchean in his honour in June
crowned Purdy “King of Education” in Dighy County.

His name still appeared as Superintendent of Schools in an
wdvertisement for teachers published in the Chromicle-
Herald in Tuly - though his retirement was supposed to
have tuken effect in June. His retirement dinner in August
saw himm still laced &5 superi dent and, di

to many Dighy residents, still firmly in charge. Rumours
were atloat that the School Board was going to m]iow
Purdy’s advice and phase out the office of i

“We are certain that you must be very proud of your
som. This will be pluced in his permuanent record file
The ternerity and naivetd of this are no more astonishing
than the comviclion of moral autherty and political amro-
gance it conveys. One wonders whether it's possible oven
to think of modifyving a svstem which can produyce as flag-
ragid an attempt at intimidation as this,

The moral of the fable of Digby?  Progress in educarional
refarm comes hard. You'd beteer be prepared to lose your
job, to have “rebel” put “on your permanent record card”
- and to lose,

RESIGN OR RESIGN YOURSELF

ly, the teacher who replaced Rucker, Christo-

and retain Purdy us seme sort of special consultant -
in effect hack to position ang,

Perhaps mast significand is the attempt on the part of
the scheol bonrd to rename the High School “F, Courtney
Purdy High School” In his honour - at the request of no
more than 30 people. As M, R.A, Armstrong, one of the
mest articulate apriicipants in the Dighy stroggle, says,
“The utler lack of sensitivity shown here is remarkable, .,
the kids themselves are very annoyed at the ides of chang.
g the name of their sheool and | can see 3 provocative
act such as this name change i an inciterment to disaster -
coming, =& it does, at the beginning of a new school year™

mﬂmpermanent file

UT THE MOST CONVINCING evidence that the

maore things change the more they remain the same

is contained in an incident which happened at the
beginning of summer, The Armstrong's son, Peter, gradua-
ted from Dighy Regional High School this spring, Az
students do at graduation, he sdographed copies of the
yearhook for classmates. Being the son of his parents and
hawing some opinions of his own, e wrate {on at least
mne oecagion) under his picture: “Peter Ammstrong ~ may
the system be screwed.” Mot very original, perhaps, but
clearly & not entirely unjustifiable philosophical position
for a seventeen-year old boy in Dighy in 1970,

What iz interesting is that the Armstrong's received, on
June 24, in an envelope bearing the return address of the
Superintendent of Schools for Dighy, a Xerox copy of the
offending page. Typed across the top was the following
curt and porfenious messge:
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pher Faitbrother, resigned himaclt near the end of the
wear, His reagons, as outlined leeter te the Mirror,
are revealing: he begins by pointing out that when he
came he was not interested in the Rucker dismissal, and
gocs on:

Soon after I essumed duty at Dighy Regional High
Sehool, the Rucker hearing ended, and 1 realised
that o perfectly impertial and fust decision had been
e by Judge Rand. It ovcurred tome then that
Henry Rucker had been dismissed largely for the
Jact that he was openly critical of the establizh-
ment and its narow, cld-fashioned autocraric wavs.,,

I certainly realited that the sdministration had
wmade a mistake with regard to Hemry Rucker, |
thought they would learn from this .., (b lo end
befiald, two mare teackors gol the same kind of
treaiment Henry Rucker had recetved. Tt was then
that I reclized where my sympsihies oy . 1 was for
the students, lock, stock and barrel, T teach them, T
am reasanably close fo them inage, and, { may say,
I my wiew of the fluture. After ail, it iz they and rot
the administration who will inherif fomorrow, That
the students liked the two educators who were being
rrhased out was enaugh for me.

1 began to apply for jobs outside of Dighy. { conld
ROt enpitage another Vear a3 o teacher under the dir-
ection af wmen wham I did not frust wor ver could
windersiand. 1 felt that the lnck of communica tion
evidenced from the superintendent on down was
symptonatic af a rigid end inflexible sysrem. And T
know, and teach, that no system 5 absohute, nor per-

fect ..

But I wizh the students to know that [ see their
problem and understand their complainis, A number
of us who are leaving do also. The tragedy 3 that we
must leave, and there'’s an end of it

How many teachers of this calibre are driven out of
our educationul system every year? How long will it be
before we start finding ways of retaining them?




HIS 18 CFOO, WHERE THE HEAVYWEIGHTS
T Tive and breathe, despite the west side of
Spint John”

The radio went into Chicago, 25 or six to four, and
the car went into the country east of Saint John, New
Brunswick.

Route | headed straight on to Mova Scotia and | reulized
that if T hadn't detoured south through Saint John, 1
wouldn't have known what that T0.1. meant, But now I was
in on a local, Canadian joke,

As casually a5 1 knew Canada, from the other side of the
border, it had unconscicausly become a belisvable place 1o
e, Without my being avware of it, my mind had conceived

of Canuda 45 2 land where sanity reigned. 1t was a country
with a culture very much like my own country’s. And vet
Canida had retuined a value system that America had Tost.
O perhups fiever had, Like Camus, 1 couldn't see my flag
anymore bt without réally looking, | could see Canada’s,
it seemed to make sense.

How tiis image of Canada had formed in my mind 1 don't
really know. T was aware of the fact that a new under-
pround railway was operaling there, fighting anuther kind
af slavery, | had heand of people going there to set up com-
munes, Or talking about it, Tlkaew, vaguely, Ahat since the
discovery of vl un Alaska’s Noeth Slops, Canada hud been
on her guard to protect her fragife Arctic eco-system from

A POSTCARD FROM CANADA

irreparable damage by Man, the exploiter. Or perhaps it
was only the “grsss is dlways greener syndrome’”, 1 couldn't
pirtpoint the cause but somehow this feeling for Canada

fad been implanted in my subconscious. And T was agutely
aware of it when 1 crossed the border from Maine into

New Brunswick, 1 anticipated 2 world, physically very
much § 3 own. But a world having, mentully and

irituzlly, the substance that sy world lacked.

1 had entered Canada, the magic land, this very marning
and already [ was into & Jocal, Canadiin joke. But it wasn'l
yery funmy.

A gouple of hours in Canada's “Loyalist City" lso't
encugh time to find cut much of the faces of the situation
there. That's the fro with being on the move, you
never gel the whale pictuse,

Eut on the west side of Saint John there's one tuct you

Rivk Lydecker lives i Englewood, New fersey and
i a free-lmace weiter comtributing, mulnly, fo o suburban
New York daily mewspaper.
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can’t miss - it stinks. It stinks, you can't broathe and the
river looks like a cesspool.

From Falls View Park we got a good ook a1 a0 amaging
patural phenomenon, the famous Reversing Falls Rapids on
the Saint John River. We also got a good lock at 2 disgust-
ing, man-made disgrace - the Trying Paper Co. pulp mill,
surrounded by & sea of s own excrement.

We couldn't helieve it. Signs had been advertising the
falls For miles a5 we drove up from Maine and once there
we could hardly see them. A foul, vellowish smop coverad
everything ind thetotten stench of hydropen sulphide was
everywhers,

We had driven over the falls bridge to the park be-

e the usual viewing spot, atop the Information DOtfice
was covered with this thick cloud.

1t seemed fmpossible, a major tourst in Cana-
di's “Picture Provines” was the picture of indust rial pollu-
tion,

“lt's worse than Pittsburgh,” suid Marianne, who had
spent an unhealthy year st Duguesne University there.




Ut awful.”

A retired couple from Connecticut pulled up. They had
heen through Saint John before and they apreed. 1t was
awful. They also told us that the Canadian Govemnment
had just given Trving Paper $10 million to expand opera-
tions. Or so they had heard. That was all they knew sbout
it except that Irving was o big nume around Saint John,
They paointed to a burge actoss the river that had
“lrving” paintzd on it in big while letiers and | recalled
seaing [rving gas stations all over since crossing the border.

High over the falls was the bridge we'd come over and
an the ather side, barely visible through the smoke, was
the Information Buresu.

E DIDNT HAVE MUCH TIME to spend in Suint
John, it was really & detour, but now I was curious.
Was this really happening! In Canada?

We drove buck over the smopbound bridgs.

At the Infermation Fureau above the famous Reversing
Falls Bapids T bought o posl curd of this spectucular phen-
mEnon.

“This is mild today,” the girl ot the cash register 1old us,

“you should have besn here Last week ™

Dutside; the thick, foul smog covered everything but the
post card showed o beautilul view of the falls. And 2 beau-
tiful view of the pulp mill, right in the middle. Framed by
the wfalls of the gorge stood the slobbering monster that hid
the real view fromm our eyes.

The caption read something like: *'The famous Reversing
Falls Rapids, showing the Irving Paper Co. pulp mill in the
background "™ 1t read as it they were proud of it.

““They say people who live around here get wsed to it,”
the girl went on, “but I'm glad | don't live in this part of
town: | eouldn’
“Don't people complain about it? T mean, aren't they
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but 1 do know the government
hux_]ust miven them S10 willion to expand, They must be

going to do semething about it or the government wouldn't
give all thal money.

But whatwere they going to do?  Noone at the Informa-
tlan Office seemed to have much information about that.
In fact they seemed reluctant to talk shout if, O was it
just my sifspicious nature?

1 wigh I had more time in
out more about Irving Pape; s the trouble with
Jjust passing theough; yeur first impressions are sometimes
the wrong ones to leave with. Mayhe something was being
done and 1 just couldn't see i,

1 got more infarmation from a Roval Canadian Mounted
Palice officer ouiside the Burcau, [ ssked him what the
white soum was that was flowing over the famour Revers-
Ing Falls Rapids.

“That's the soap or detergent or whatever it is that they
use over at the pulp mill.” he told me. *“¥ou see that big
pipe over there,” he said, pointing to the floating mass of
muck below the mill, “'that brown stufl coming out isa
mixture of the detergent and the wood chipsand pulp fhres
from the pulping process, The solids ssttbs st ynd the
scum floats out to s, the tide,

“And floals back in with the Mood td=? ~ 1 ventured.

“Oh, ne,” he said, “not {oo much comes back, but of
course, it never stops coming out either,

“Doesn’t it hurve some eifect on the fish life in the river? ™
Lasked,

“0me morming lust week they put i cage in the water down
down there, with 10 trout in it. When they came back
later that afiernoom they were all dead. [hat's some. ef-
feet,”

“Aren’t they going o dosomething about i1

“Well, the federal government fisl hem | (hmillion,
Tdon't knuw but [ expesct |h»» 11 buve 1o -use seme of that
money to clean up the plac

I wished 1 knew just what Irving Paper was poing to do
with hat $10 mil Perhaps it was all tohe used to curh
the pollution, But Tdidn's lave time to find out, Nova
Seotia was stilla long way off and | wanted to pet there
Ty nightfatl,

We foliowed route | through the city and stopped ata
g,as— ation down town —an Irving gas station,

s rrIJw Irving certainly stinks up the west side of
your city.” [ said 1o the aftendant who was filling the
got used to it
1 lieve fen veirs from Quebec and 1
haven’t got wsed 1o il yel, i
“How does ke pot aw :

“Well, let's put it this way he said, *he awns shoul 90
per cent of this town, him and his three sons. Besides the
paper they gota hardware stose, restaurant, these gas sta-
tions and Erving Towing."

1% & wonder they don’t calf this town §t. [rving”
said Mariznne as we drove awiy.

Back on roulg 1, 1 felt sorry that [ hadn't been able to
et the whole story about Mr, Teving, LUnder i all he might
e a concernad and d ed man werking to clean up the
environment. But that's what happens when yeur just
passing through. You don't find vt #nough about a place.
Who Knows?  Maybe Mr. Irvings first name is Joha,

aint John, [ wanted to find
T
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AST MAY, SOME SAINT TOHN CITIZENS

pressured Common Council inee sctting up 8 cam-

inittee Lo look into “the filth rampant in our city™
and recommend i “course of action”. As The Mysierious
st tried L¢ point out at the time, decisions ahout obscen-
st are decisions about pesthetie merit, and there's o incon:
trewertible way o determing literary merit. But Saint John
s trving.
campaian 16 clean up the city” was the wark of twa
church groups — Rev, Crabtree’s Calvary Temple and Hev,
Stillman’s Wesleyan Church, The former is best known foe
the light entertainment it provides during the summer for
the hippies in King Square. Members of the Church play
aments of how they came hack
full of such vicicusness us drink-
a3 to admit having taken

the name of the Lord in vain.

The two minsters ohtained 853 signatures on identical
Fovrrn letters and presented them (o conacil, urging Y pusitive
action against the showing of ohseens und offensive Films".
Conncillor Louts Murphy, who was later neminated choir
man of the committee, made & motion 1o set up the com-
mittee because he was convinced that parents didn’ [ want
et children “exposed to the filth rampant in our city”,
He called it “pollution of the mind”.

Councillor Murphy's motion sparked an hour-long dabate.
Councillor Gregory tolid parents to stop ssking council to
Tegisate their duties while Councillor Lockhart, who refers

to fhe committee over his radio station CFBC as the
“ohseene committee” wamed against any action which
would be “illegal, tien-legal or extradegul®, The muyar -

e is Calvin — reminded councillons
¢ his discussions with chureh leuders had fooussed on
“gantrol! rather th ensorship”™. Unfortunately, the
mayor found himself unsbke 10 explain the difference.

Cenmncillor Bdna MacGowan, chaieman of the Beautifica-
tion Committes and Councillor Tom Hipgins, chairman of
the Pollution Committee violently disagreed on the artisti
merits of girlie shows, Giiver, and Moy Poppins. MazGow-
girdic shows sting and degrading”, while
Higgins thoight they w comnical .. the funniest thing
I'yve ever seen in my life™. Movie MacGowan closs:

£ and Mary Popping as “good, clemn, fmily muv-
5 ile Lligging thought the latter was a lesson in how to
be u-pick pocket and the former glarified the life of &
pambler.

Counillor Sam Davis fo

0 v hi;

1 the whole discussion abont

et at the University of Mew
ing John Compmo

John Rocea is o law
Brusswick and g menber of e S
Coeneil's Gbseenity Copmmiliee.
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Wiz concern was poetry - and partie:
Trees’, He told the Council that
biughes becuuse of the

%% In movies borin)
ularly Joyee Kilmer's
every time he teads the poem
fines:

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Agginst the earth’s sweet flowing breds,
He wondered if this type of postry was good for children.
The comment provoked an uproar: ultimaiely Davis had to
wrile i 1o the Telegrapli-towrma! 1o point out that he had
used the poem to iliusirate his contention * that whercas
a certaln degree of censorship may be desirable or even nec
essary, the limit of actions are difficull (o establish™.

TLLORS WERE AMUSED shout the

i 1 of Saint John were not. Pages
wlegraple-Jowrnal tor the
month of April bear testament to thei £

scale unmatched
that it seemned “slran
most dilapidated city in North America - the only one with
a declining population, and certainly one with the worst
sipeets anywhere, and still have tme to appoint frivolous
comrmittees, No wonder we are poing downhill - Comman
= o0 husy reading! ™ Mr. LB.M. wrote in wond-
aring if the o a sort of delayed April fool
stunt, dreams om his (Muyor C ') recent Lrip to
England whers miniskirst are shorter and legal aboré
are more easily available”, The appointment of the com-
snittee even drew complaints from Rothesay from w
u Mr. Hughes wrote in (o “protest @ small group of
attempting Lo deprive me of my right to choos what

will or will not mead view”.

The issue even attracied attention from Fredericton,
where & counter-atiack on the church group oblained about
1001 signatures on [orm letters in an effort to show how
meaningless form letters were, One of the letters urped
Muyor Calvin and Council to:

“Serew your courage up and drive to the halry,
wriggling uf fhe problem; uproot it, sir, and
vou will reap streams of applause from good
citizens of Siint John whose peace is disturbed
by inpulzes of sex.”
The letter went on to suggest that as paign Tises
to its climax supporters will pulse forward by the hund-
reds"”.
But there were hose who were in favour of censorsiip.
Pleas for a return to the Bible were coupled with reminders |
that "our lives are governed by one big censorship as to
what we can ind eannot do”. 1T the resction in favour of
cenisorship was not as great as that against it, 1t mised the
attention of Judge Harold Prince, who found the Suint




John News Company Ltd. guilty of distributing obacene
material. Ti his judgment Prince admitted that “public
climaoring (sic) as we Tave in Saint John, for some action to
be taken in the maiter of ohscenity” did affect him “even
though subconsciously™.

HEN THE OBSCENITY COMMITTEE met for its

first mceting on May 37th, hopes for it being an

aeathetic litmus paper died. The Committes ilsell
was and is hopelessly divided. Councillors Murphiy and
MucCiowan and Dr, Calkin, the ministerial representative,
are in faveur of censorhhip, Martin Hune, former editor of
The Eqeinox, the University of New Brunswick in Saint
Johw's student paper; George Little, Englich teacher at
Simends High School; Ches Yetman, of the National Film
Board, and mysell are opposed to any kind of censorship.
Miss Susun Cochrane, and Tan Wilson, Library represcnta-
tive, have yet to e w-{l umy strong views for or against, while
f‘nul cillor Grepory, like any good politiciun, cun be camied
by a strang wind effher way. The platform of the pro-
censorship group at the
ded a call for “clean movies”, and pleas to “raise the stan-
dards” of the Communiry, and to eradicute the “language
of the street”. The meeting ended with jokes ahout the
size of the penis on Ruman statues, stoties of raping, pillag-
ing and killing perpetrated by ncnple stimulated by certain
types of movies (.. ones with sex) ull combined with a
melodramatic story of o young Saint John gil who became
pregnant hoeause she read True magazing,

The anti-cznsorship group questioned the use of the word
“elean™ in relation to movies, and found nothing wrone
with the language of the street. Furthermors, it knew of no
ovidence thal mevies cause peopls Lo rape, pillage and kill.
The group is still swailing expert medical opinion an the
claim that Triee mugazine caused voung girls to becoms
pregnant, Prue magazine has apreed 1o buy the exclusive
rights to the story should it ever be verificd,

Later mectings of the committes were ol as revealing.
The comnittee settled down to the mundane task of
interviewing people and listening to briefs,

The first guest was A.Y. Goss, chairman of the New'
Brunswick Board of Censors, He told the commiltes what
he told The Mysrerions Fose in May - that the Board's
function sheuld be classification.

The committee also received a brjef from 2 Mr. Wendall
Huestis. A movie fan, Mr, Huestis lashed out at “critics wha
think we should retim (0 the Shirley Temple and Andy
Hardy type of movic, or perhaps 2 slea&l‘; dict of Bugs Bun-
0y and Mary }’opplm" Like Mr. Goss, Mr, Huestis wis in
favour of the classification system. Furthermore, he felt
tliat people on the Beard should “undergo a rigid examin-
ation o test their qualifications™,

il meeting of the committes inelu.
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READ ABOUT NAKED INDIANS
Don't les your eiild read books thal falvify e -
shat piciure it ay being 5o sweet, withoe conflice,
I all grear literature there 5 & repliztion that in life
dhere i5a thgic fension between good and evil, he-
twoen disaster and rriui The first preogple to know
this ) et ¢ hiteiren 5 I

Mrs, AL Travis in a brief to the
Seint Johe Common Council
iscenily Committes.

There are penple who'disapree with Mrs. Travis, the
regionallibrarian for Saint fobin, Aurong them wasa
Suint Fohn mother wha re aze- decided that her
bwelve yearcll son was not old enough to be reading
ahoul human conflict. After all, iso’t it only right 1o
encourage 3 grade six student in vpper-middle-<class
West Saint Tohn to believe Tor as lung as possibie that
lifa is sweet and without conflict?

i evident when her
stor ook trom the
schoot fier son seading
Canadian hm'n}-. d of Canadz as the
next persun, However this hook was not the kind of
bock that her son should b= reading - at least not until
something was done about the section in the book

which described Indians dancing naked in the moantight!
She dide’t mind fer son req aboul Indians - but
having to read about neked Indians was torally unaccept-
able.

S0 like any other mother concermed aboul her son's
education, she complaine (o the principal of the
shool, The principal, 8 very roasonakle man, immed-
fately ordered the ook removed from the library.

The issue seemed seitled had it not been for Mrs, Tra-
vis. Tu her, the whele thing smacked of censorship. So
she hrought the subject vp o the School Board and the
Huome and School Association, Today, the principal
is no longer 3 principal - not necessarily because of this
ineident - and the Indians are once again dincing nuked
in the pages of Canadian History,

son hrought hnmn @




CK MARRIES WHITE
What child can resist the delightful (lusirations o
Reatrix Potter, Joun Walsi Anglund, Matrice Sendac,
Robert MoClosky, to menrion anly g few.

Mre. AJ, Travis in @ brief to the
Saint John Convmon Couneil
Ohscenity Commiites.

And children usually can’t resist these illustrations as
Mrs. Travis will testify. One of these popular illustrated
henks is Garth Willisms' Rabbirs” Wedding. It's a simyle
story, Using rabbits instesd of people, Williams tells the
child the story of Talling in love and finally muTFying.
The purpose of the honk is fo entertain and cducate the
child. And cansidering its populasity ameng, children,
thic book does exactly that

But if ene mother had had her way, chifdren in Saint
John would not be reading Rahbits’ Wedding, Tt wiisti' T
that the mother did not want her child entertuined o
educated - nu doubt she did - she just objected to the
type of education this spezitic book provided, She
thought that the buok weuld be just that much. mare
erlertaining and instructive if ane of the rahiits was not
Blgck!  Black may be besutiful but there s 2 limit! f
you don't teach Kids that there is something wrong with
white tabbits marrving black rabbits they will prubzhly
grow sip thinking that there is nothing wrong with white
people marrying black people.

11 was just too much, Soshe complained 1o Mrs.
Travis and asked her to have the book removed from the
library. The anly thing removed from the fibrary wis
(he woman.

The first presentaiion from church came from the
United Baptist Church, The church meommended that
o rriinimal noral and legal standard be eatahlished: thal
prictices that are not accepted by the “num in society™
and include nudity, filthy langeage, eic, he ot publicly
shown not alluded to; that Mgl practices (Le. druguse)
should not go unpunished in 4 seript; and, that practices
which are buth illegal snd depruding (2.5 rape) sheald nol
be shown publicly. Fi ommended that in regarm
fosr the money taxpayers pay for the CBC, they should get
sumething “thal is edifying and uplifting, not demuralizing
and destructive to marals and law and order”

Church plea for censorship was pre.
ceded hy an elog lea for individual responsibility ina
briel by Mrs, A, Travis, the Regional Librarian. In her
brief, Mrs. Travis eriticized “the soalled ralliers toward
censarship of adult books .., who mistust their neighbors
and doiht the validity of freedom of thought, Their activ-
itles ower (he years,” she added, “have resulted in the sup-
presston of such dangerous works as Green Prstures, The
Merchan! of Venice, Uncle Tom's Cabif, tHiver Twist,
and Encle Remus. | it pland had matiered nationally,
wo might not even have hud the ‘Peter Rabbil" Librury ™

She reminded the commities that it was her job as a librar:
Just Ly soc that the library “caters for and fosters & diversity
of interests and tastes and 4 gennine independence of
mind.” Therefore, she would oppose any censorship of
udult books, She was howeser in favour of censership of
children’s books - a censorship ity Tiis was
because, in her vginlon tustes have nul
hean speiled will respond naturally (o the best literature’,
But at the same time she would not deny children aocess
to any book,

And that's really where the committes s at, listening (o
briefs. As far a5 recornmendations go, there will probably
he very few and they will be common sénse oncs such as
fmiore accurate advertissment for movies, and enforcement
Ty theatres of the ags limit rules, ete. There will be no
surprises except perhaps for those who, in Emmarnal
Eller's words, “hive tried to prescribe a mould into which
to pour the human mind"”,
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THE McLAREN REFORT

ATREATMENT PLANT
AT PURCELL'S COVE?

8.1, kerr

editor’ note

Although the issue of where a Halifax sewerage plant
should be may well not be important eneugh in itsell
o support this third Mysterious Fas article on the
subject, we decided to carry this one becanse of o numb-
ar of issues it raisas which are pertinent to all Maritimers
and du deserve some extended consideration.

(1) Tr. Kerr seems to assame that “development”af
the Purcell’s Cave arca is inevitable. He refers to the
“fnevitahle’ g across the Northwest Arm, and tha
“probuble” choice of Purcell's Cove for 2 high-rise devel-
opment, He may be quite right, but all of ts would do
well to consider why such “'development™ is so inevit-
able. If the sewage plant ean be stopped - not to ment-
ion the Spading Expresaway - then perhaps Purcell’s
Cove conded be savad?

§2) He says the sewage plant will, if “the templation
b cut corners on cost can be resisted by the politicians™
be “of acceptable sosthetic design”. Perhaps: hut do
readers Fue Mysterious Easi have much doubt guess-
ing whith way the average politician will jump if presen-
ted with a choice between aesthetics and economics?

(3) Do Kerr alse asserts thal “The social implications
o project such as this are not a legitimate part of the
engineers torms of veference™, Well, they hiven't been
up fenow. But the whole point of The Mysterious
East's coverage of such problems Tas been that they
cuegher to be, The nisclear scientists suid they weren't
responsible, either. antil after they produced the atom
bomb,

REVIOUS ISSUES OF THE MYSTERIOUS EAST

(June and August) have carried discussions of the

MeLaren Report, particularly with respect to the
Hepurt's recommendztion of P‘Jrccll s Cove as the best site
for a proposad sewage freatm: . The sole conelu-
sion appears to be that Purcel Zove ds the victim of cal-
lous inditference to aocial walues,
25 such as this one are most lkely to ke e
Fairly if there is sufficient, responsible, public de
to the final decision, 11 seems to me however that readers
af The Mysterions Eae who have nol had the opporiunity
to examine the McLaren Report may have ucquilc
rather unbalanced view of the matter, As with mo:
plex issues, the conclusions to be drawn in this ca
very much on the scale of observation, &
in solation is not the anly, nor perhaps even
frame of reference.

First of all, the problem does have o context. At présent,
the Halifax area possesses an incredibly primitive system
of waste disposal: so inadequate in fact, that T shall accept
as beyond debate the premise thut corneciive measures must
ho taken 2= quickly as possible, The McLaren Report
aought to translate this premise into concrete pr
weighing the inevitable compromises hetwesn
able level of pellution ubatement and the taxpayen’
shilities to provide it. In principle, I believe the Report
i # good one, having struck an effective halance between
the ideal and the possible, Although | do retain some res-
ervations, these concern relatively or technical matters
Best debated at the detailed planning stage: certuinly none
are germane to the present discussion,

We are fuced then with & polluti ent profblem
of major proportions and considerable urgency. The
MeLaren Reporl has given us the sroad cutlines of the
solution. There must be & treatment site, Why pick on
Purcells Cove?

Econemicully, a site on Bedford Basin appears preferable,
There is encuph data L T dempons et
that a site on the B would be biologically disastrous.
Indeed, were such asite to be a\ﬂouslv consiel
ecologist | would [k igated to resist it wit
ergy | could muster.

Beyond reasonable douht, then, a suitable seaward Incale
muat be sefected, slways rem i
longer considering the cheape
already an extremely expensive undertak 1T unlimited
nids were available the exercise would of course he an
eagy one, but we are now increasingly constrained b

2 for what s

Dv. Kerr is an ecologist with the Pisherics Research
Board of Canada, Bedford Institure, Daromouth, N5
The views expressad here are his own,




taxpayers’ ahilities to pay. And it i3 important 1o remem-
b that if we are unreasonahle, the predictable conse:
quences are either unacceptable delay, or continued lack
of any sewage treatment at all.

Let 1 consider alternative sites, initially from the ecolog-
ical and then frogm an economic point of view. Acceptable
locations are surprisingly fow. The potential site noas
Paint Pessant Park appears to me to be ugically quest-
fonable because of its uncomfurable proximity 1o both
the Redford Basin and the Northwest Arm, The reason for
selection of & seaward site is to cnsure that the nutrient
hyproducts of the treatment plant are adequately dispersed
1o sea, rather than entrapped in embuyments with undesir-
ible consequences, Mclab's Tsland appears satisfactory
from this peint of view, but now we

area,
IF it i likely to be developed in that way, then the fair
solution i adequate reimbursement of the present mhabi-
tanits of the Cove, und its selaction as the treatment site.
If the Cove is Tkely to be able {o persist as at present, how-
ever, then the rights of its inhabitants must be carefully
weighed agzinst the increased cost to all tuxpayers of a site
further south, But until the necessary information is avail-
able, and adequate public discussion cun take place, then
rational und equitable site selection is not possible.

HE PUBLIC DEBATE TO THIS POTNT has not
heen ch ired by ol ding of
wehat is recommended by the McLaren Report.

problems, Tt is cxpensive 10 build and muintain 3 lage
operation in a relatively inaccessible location. In addition,
the lengthy underwater conduit required to deliver raw
stwage to an isdand plant i in iself expensive to build and
maintain, aside from the, to my thinking, unwelcome rigks
attendant upon possible failure of the condidt during
operztion of the system,

We are left with the shore below the Northwest Arm,
cither at Purcell's Cove or beyond, Feologically, the
choice here is not critical if the outfall from the plant is
properly designed. The prineiple considerations are now
sncial and econamic,

HE TREATMENT PLANT THAT 1S REQUIRED

st be sited on @ substantiul acreage of fevel

ground. This can be achieved at relutively modest
expiense with a lundfill operation in a portion of Furcell's
Cawve, o1 with a more expensive operation in the aolid gran-
ite hevond the Crove. Balanced against economic consider-
ations, however, % the undoubted sovial disruption uttend-
ant upon selection of the Cove site.

D we have adequate information on which to hase & dec-
ision? The views of the residents of Purcell's Cova have
already been described, unfortunately in persuasively emao-
tive language, at various times, for example, in the anicle
by Roberd Martin in the June issue of The Mysterious Fast.
To a limited extent, the connamic considerations are sum-
mitrized in the MeLuren Report Is that enough informa-
tien?

Tn my view, the answer is a qualified “no”. [ am per-
suaded that the plant should be located in the general ared
al or helow Purcell's Cave, but would like to know more.
Specificully, | hope that the committes appointed by Hali
fux City Council, to evaluate site selection umong other
aspects of the Report, will furnish further information on
several points. Obvicusly, detailed cost estimates ghould
he provided for possible inland or shoreline locations te the
south of Purcel's Cove. Less obvicusly, al least to the
extent that [ have vet to hear the point discussed, | would
Yike to know more of what the future is likely to hold for
Purcell's Cove, particularly Tollowing the inevitable cons-
truction of a bridge acress the Northwest Arm. Quite aside
From possible selection as a sewage plant site, it appears
unlikely that Purcells Cove can long retain its present pie:
turesque charm if it becomes, a3 seems probable, the locus
of high-risc residential developement, 1 would like to be
assured, 4%  taxpaver, that 1 um not being asked to provide
an cepensive if illusory benetit to future developers in the
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Thus misgivings have been cxpressad concerning odor or
fly problems ssociated with the plant. The McLaren
Reperl clearly specifies a modem facility with covered
{anks, and of aceeptable aesthetic design, Tf these specitl-
cations are adhered 10, and the temptation Lo cut comers
on cogt can be resisted by the politicians, then the plant
need be no more objectionable than a pleasint patch of
green grass with a few small buildings,

Meither has previous public discussion featured gregt
accuracy of either fact or Intent, Thus we read in the Aug-
st issue that the digested shidge would be dumped in the
outer harbour of Purcells Cove. This is quite nhviously
incorrect, as even casual reading of the McLuren Report
will show. The Report recomimends that the sludge be
dumped many miles from Purell’s Cove. 1t is the steril-
ized liguid effluent, carrving essentially little but nutrients,
that would be discharged offshore from the Cove - a guite
dilfesant, and enomousty less objectionible, matter.

But #rrors in fact ure relatively easy to correct, 1tis the
errors of intent that are more harmiful and do great disser-
vige 1o the public, The August article in this joumal teck
some pains to attribute the selection of Pupcell’s Cove Lo a
supposed “Tack of humanity™ of the engincering cutivek,
The sacial implications of & project such as this are not a
Tegitimate part of (he engineers’ terms of reference - quite
properly, these are our respansibility as citizens, 8 respons
sibilily that we wolld be wise 10 guard jealously. But in
farming our decision we would do well to emulate the eng:
inwer’s abjectivily rather than succumb to the cusy tactic
of the petlant outburst. Deliberate irrelevaney has bean
1 common taetic howover, Among other delicious items,
+we read in Martin's Tune article that the plant will upsst
the “ecological balanos™ [ presumably “delicate” ) of the
Cuove arcs; 2 stotemnent which might merely pass for a bit
of fatwous nonsense, except that “ecological balance™ is 3
popilar phirase thess days, generally, albeit vaguely, conno-
ting something sinister if “upset”, whatever that means,
Everi &0, It could still be readily forgiven s a fushionable
lapse if it had not been said by & philosopher. Philosophers,
abowe all, are skilled in the precise we of language, thus
that obfuscation and athers in the article were' presumably
defiborate.

In the interest of equitable decisions, there should be full,
responsible, public discussion of issues such 25 the present
one. Provision of adequate waste treatment facilities i an
extremely imp L and i ingly urgent, il
ity of the inhabitants of the Ha fax area. Innogent ar deli-
berste obseuantism makes dificull decisions ‘harder, inevi-
tably causing unnecessary delays,
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A SPECIAL EDITORIAL
the BEDROOM & the NATION

ERHAPS FIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAL'S most
Pmemmaﬂc line is the one about the state having

no plice in the bedrooms of the nation, 1F that
still holds, we had better get into bed and stay there for
u few months: it's going to be the only place to aveid state
power. As this issue of The Mysrerious Fast goes to press,
Canada is stunned by two kidnappings und a ¢eld-blooded
political asassinution, and Canadians go about their busi.
fiess under restraints that have the effect of martial law.
The Prime Mindster talls us that one of the world's most
stahle democracies is fighting For itg 1ife, but that “every
fevel of government in this country is well prepared to act
in wour interests ™ Uncle Pierre will take care of us all

We belisve that the actions and altitede of the Liberal
auvernment are 2t least s dangeraus to Cinadian demo
cracy than anything the Fronr de Liberation du (hiebec
has ever deme o threatened. And we believe fhat the
govemment’s attitude raveals purti, cynicism and i pro-
found distrust of the democratic process. Cannda’s crisis
i not in Quebec, but in Olawa,

The insult offered by the government o Canadian liher-
ties is 50 massive and unprecedented that one hardly knows
where to begin or how Lo réact. As one observer put it,
“Tt's lke trying to react to 8 proclumation that all Canad-
ians will be painted preen to eliminate colour prejudice,”™
There is no appropriale reaction to a proposition seriously
advanced by legitimate authorities which cannot con-
ceivahly be tuken seriously.

We are outraged and horrified hy the kidnoppings and
murder in {uebec, just as the Prome Minister 5 We have
deeper teasons than many other Canadians lo grieve for
Pierre Laporte. We réject bombing, kidnapping and murder
s political tactics just as unequivocally as the government.
Andws fully support the govermment's refusal to accede to
the demands of terrorists.

But we reject these wetics and support that tefusal
becauee the government of Canada & a democratically-
elected government in a society which, oslensibly at least,
makes provision for the free expression of dissent. As the
Primé Minister says, though thers are places in the workd
where men may reasonably feel that viokence is the only
methiod of achieving social change, Canada hag not been
umeng them, Czechoslovakia is such a country, so is South
Vietnum. South Africa is another,

Before Qctober 16, Cinada was not such a country. 1
need not be today or in the Future, given @ government with
palitical decency and a sense of proportion.

Should the government avail itsell 1o any extent or for
very fong, of the full provisions of the War Measures Act,
Canadu wonld certainly becnme a country in which social
change without violence would be impossible. Even under
the Regulations the Cabinet has adopted we have tiken a
perilously lung step towards that condition. There is
dissenl in every soci nd all mature societhes find
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nonviolent avenues to pe; dissenters to cxpress their

i without | h olent chall tp the
social order itself. These non-vielent avenues ure nol 3
constitutional lueury, but an essential condition of social
stability. Removing such legitimate avenues doss not
eliminate dissent; instead it ensures that dissent will ex-
pross itself through illegitimate channels.

1f dissenters cannof use petitions, demonstrations, pub-
licatigns and hallot boxes — which are the nsual democra-
tic channels — then they fesl driven to uss bullets and
Tombs, Nor do most of us blame the people of Hunpary
for the violence of 1936, for mstance; an absolute posi-
tion against violence would i effect permit 1o defence
aganst o ruthless dictatorship, But viclence can anly be
the non-viokent channels are worthless or
The Regulations the governmen Has imposed do
reatrict those non-viclent channels, since they encourige
harugsment of dissenters as well as banning membership
in certain groups and advocacy of warious ideas. To the
extant that the government ¢loses off non-violent dissent,
it legitimizes the kind of wiolent dissenl which we all
denounce in the FLO.

The current sweeping abeogation of civil liberties is thus
the worst response 1o terrorism, for it implies that the
government considers our democracy so trail that a hand-
ful of fanatics can seriously threaten il, The imposition
«of the War Measures Act, indeed, creates fresh discord
while rediscing — and potentially destroying — oppertunities
for its peaceful expression. Such an action should not even
be comsiderad unless B it psteate con-
clusively that it cannot supvive otherwise, The government
hus conspieuonsly failed to demonsirate anything of the
kind: indeed, it has nol seriously tried. Compared to full.
scale insurrection, the kidnappings and murder are so insig-
nificant us (0 constitute fittle more than a grisly nuisance,
Tn the United States, on the weekend of Laporic’s abduc-
tion, urban guerillas bombed public edifices from Santa
Rarhara and Seatfle to New York and Chicago. American
judges, students, radicals and Presidents have een shot
dead in broad davlight. Lyndon Johnson and Richard
MNixon are hardly pacifists, but they have never coma near
salzing power on Pierre Tridean's seale.

N CANADA.IN 1970, YOU CAN BE ARRESTED
for voicing certain political opinions, or far be-
longing to a particufar kind of palitical group.
You can be jailed for up o five vears simply for sapving
you are a member of such 2 group, whether you are or
not. Becauss a policeman suspecss you of subversion -
and itis to expect all poli Lo dishing
uish clearly between legitimate oppositon and subversion -
you gan be held up to 21 days withoud being charged and
up to 90 days without the right even to petition = judge 1o
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&1 4 date for your trial, On suspicion slone, your homs
may be entered and searchad without o warrant. Theae

are horrifying powars, and frighteningly easy ones 1o abuse.
Any small-town cop can use them to harruse the local
socinlist; Tam Terrific Campbell the powerhappy real est-
ate promeler who passes as Vaneouver's mayor, has already
hinted he may use them to declare 2 kind of apen season
on hippies. For though the federal cabinet assumed the
puwes, it cannol directly control their application; the
powens may be applied by any level of govermment which
directs a police force or & military unit - or indeed, by
members of those forees hemselves,

And those powers are being used, both inside 2nd outside
Quehee, In Toronto, for instance, a draft-dodger and two
Quebec journalists ae Bnown to have been picked up on
suspicion, then refeased. When the student newspaper at
the University of Guelph proposed to publish the already-
pieblic FLO manifesto, with an editorial condemning the
FLE pasition,a palicemen seized the plates. A young Van-
COUVER man saw a fire in the Post Office and reperted it:

b wis detained and questioned for ten hours without a
lawyer o1 & telephone call, and the police promised to
question him again. A young social worker, in Hull, Quebec
wizs arvested for setting up committess to obtain legal aid
for those alr=ady aresied and circulating a pelition calling
for repeal of the War Measuresa ot In Quebee the powers
were used immediately tu round up and imprison pragtic-
ally all ko militant separatists. Quebee's fails are full

of writers, artists and leaders of ull kinds - people like
Montreal Labour Council President Michel Chartrand,
whom the government has already attempted

Important than democracy, Marchand poss on to indicate
that the FLO has infiltrated & wide range of Quebes ingti-
tutions, not excluding the police - which sugge t

the FLO has i mumbers and wi pop-
wlir support. [f sepasatism dows have such support, how-
over, if Iz beile propince can only be held by police-

slate powers, a truly democratic English Canada would
eventually be obliged to say Au revoir, noy frerei: bonne
chunce, The alternative would be military cocupation, a
project we seject out of hand. It would be comforting
to believe the federal Liberals also rejected it,

And Respensible John, the Minister of Justice, once
described in private by former Transport Minister Jack
Fickersgill as “every old man’s idea of what 3 young man
should be”, says that “It is my hope that some day the
full detzils of the intellipsnce upon which the Govern-
ment a¢ted can be made public, because until b
comes the people of Canada will not be fully
apprzise the course of action which has been taken by
the Government.”

It all sounds very spooky, & though there really were
& serious threat of armed rebellion. But these hints
raise more questions than they answer. If the situation
were &8 sarions us that, why did the government only
find vut about it in mid-Octaber?  Are the Mounties
really as dumb as the weekend supplements recently
laimed? More important, why was there no indication
within the first five days of the Act's invocation — this is
written on the tixth day - of really large-scale arrests of
armed men along with the violence which inevitably ace-

Tully to conviet on sedition charges; Stanley Gray, former
MeGill University lecturer who Jed the drive to make MeGil
speak French; and chanteuse Pauline Julicn, whoseschief
crimes seam (0 hiave been a refusal to pecform before the
Gueen during the 1964 Roval Tour and a shout of Five fe
Quebec libre al o conference in Africa lost vear. 1f Charles
de Gaulle were in Quebec, no doubt he would be failed oo,
Orver 300 of cur fellow<itizens are imprisoned without
charges, without counsel, held incommunicada, essentially
for expressing soparatist opinions, They are, in fagt, polit-
ical prizoners,

Do the Regulations - and the amests under them - add-
ress themselves to the kidnappings and murder? Obviously
nat: they did not prevent Pierre Laporte’s murder and it
i certuinly possible to zrgue that they precipitated it. And
a5 this is written neither James Cross nor any of Jis assail-
ants fins been found, though warrants are oul for Carbon-
neau and Rose, To this mement, the Repulations have
utterly failed to make any impact on the current problem,

The guvernment, however, datkly hints that we don't
Jenow what the problem is, Quebec City's Le Soleil ran
an unsubstantinted report on October 16 to the effect that
the FLO had maobilized 3,000 armed men. Jean Marchand
watils that withiout the War Measures Act Quebec’s scpara-
tiem “would have been a fact within & month or a year™,

a position which tacitly asssues that nutional unity is more

any ked o i reel ! Surely
such 8 swoop should have been cartied out in the early
moming of October 16, A swoop was carried ont - but
instead of picking up armed revolutionaries, it picked up
separatist leaders,

HY THEN MD THE GOVERNMENT ACT AS IT

did?  We are left with only two possibilities

The obvicus interpretation is that the povern-
ment simply panicked, like an clementary school pringi-
pal confronted with a sitdn in the bvatory, “The gov-
emment is using a sledgehammer to crack a peanue,”
seolded Tommy Douglas, characteristically retaining his
humour and sense of proportion, “This is overkill on a
gargantuan scale ... The govemment has panicked and
is now putting up & tremendous performance 1o cover up
ks own ineplitude.”

Mr. Douglas’s view is tempting und may well be acou-
rate. Certainly it appeals to The Mysrerious East: it in-
vites us to pour on the Liberals that mocking laughter
which hus become our characteristic reaction to public
imbecility, It is frightening, of course, to contemplate
a Canadiin government with 2o slight a capacity for
rational decision-making. Nevertheless Mr, Douglas's view
has much to recommend it.
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Congider however, the evidence against il On ch.m:s-

Oliawa i open to the charge that it has cynically used

day, the Prime Minister is but e
still proposes a visit (o Russia, Thisey-six hours later !\e
flies troops in from Fredericton and Edmonton, and effec-
tively suspends the constitution — “quite o step”, a5 Le.
Devoir publisher Clande Ryan put it, “for a man who
said up until & week ago that everything was under con-
trel”” Mareover, Trudean, Marchand and Pelletier are not
political novices, though they are relutively new (o party
politics, They haye a long experience of nasty political
situations in Quehec, ranging from the Padlock Law, the
Aghestos sirike and the trial of Tacgues Hébert to the
1968 5t. Jean Baptiste Duy riot in Montreal, Their whole
style is one of formidable intelligenee, caloulution and
calm. 1t is true that Tradezu, having pledged his pol-
itigal life to the maintenance of Confederation, reacts to
threats against it rather like 8 Mother Superior who has
been told Casanowva is hiding in the convent, All the same
it is only slightly less difficult to imagine the Three Wise
Men in a state of panic than to imagine Tohn Diefenbaker
in a turtleneck and love beads.

Whal, then, is the most peobabie fearon for the gov-
crnment’s action?

z see 0o evidenve of any military threat to Canada's
miegrity, We do recognize a political threat, however -
and we believe the povernment acted deLiherilic[}' i il-
legitimately against that growing political emergency, We
suggest that, a5 the days went on after the (Cross kidnap-
ping and public outrage mounted, the Trudeaw Liberals
increasingly saw an cpportunily (e use the public mood
in smaghing forces in Quebec which they had come to
regard ~ cormrectly, given their point of view - as danger-
ous to Canada. The impesition of the War Measures Act
is not directed solely or even chiefly against the FLO), but
apainst wider social forces in Quebee of which the FLQ
is only a small part. It is directed, we believe, af least
againal extra-parliamentary separatist politics, violent or
not, and perhaps against all forms of separatism. One can
even interpret the government’s action as directed against
the ides of separatism 1self, a3 an atiempl (o muke the
idea of separatism 5o obviously dangerous as to frighten
the vast majority of Queheckers. In this sense, the meas-
ures con be regarded as a federalist attack on lh= aglon-
iahing popular support Réné Lévesque and the Parti Que-
begois attrecled during the recent provineial election, The
early-moming arrests, remember, took in not g large
rroup of armed men, but o relatively small group of influ-
ential separatists. On the interpretation that the attack
I3 on all foems of separatism, Lévesque and the senior
members of the Parti Quebsgois came through unscathed
= though seme of its minor officers ane in jail - primar-
ily becauss to imprisen the lenders of a recognized and
legitimate political party would 1o open political repres-
sion, and becawse Lévesque &5 w0 commanding and popu-
lar ﬁzule in Quebec that his amrest would be politic-
il suici

We be]newe, in short, that the presént government in

of the Canadian people for the kidonap
v;crlms to serve notice that the Trudeau government will
ugs whatever intimidation, repression and force is required
to keep Quebec in Confedaration, regardiess of the wishe:
of Quebeckers or the potential darmage fo the democratic
warv of lfe in Canade which may be entailed.  We helieve
the government has shown by this action that it has lost
faith in its capacity to convince Ley (uebecois' that a
fuir and equal partnership between the two cultures is
possible within Confederation. “How far are you pre-
pured to ga? ™ CBC interviewer Tim Ralfe asked the
Prime Minister. ““Just watch me” was Trudeau’s grim
reply.

The charge we are pasting at the government is, of
course, appalling. Mothing would pleass us more than
proof that we are wrong, and perhaps by the time you
read this Canadians will have such proof: we deeply hope
so. But the view of the War Measures Act as exactly the
kind of use of force for political purposes which Trudeau
has been busily decrying iz the only interpretation of this
ineredible series of events which seems 1o us lo acccunt
for all the known facts. Tt is not even out of character:
the Trudenu government has often shown sigms of want-
ing to enforce unanimity of thought, of doubting the
witimate victory of truth snd reason in open debate. The
Tate litcrature bill, like the War Measures Act, makes ad-
vocucy of certain ideas a criminal offence, for example.
Tn debate, the Prime Minister is not reluctant to silence
opponents by sarcasm and nume-calling; his contempt-
wous attitude to Parliament is well-knuwn, and the tight
Cahinet security he cnforces ensures that debale between
ministers marely spreads to the general public.

ET WEDO NOT ACCUSE THE GOVERNMENT

of 2 lack of devotion to the interests of the

people of Canada and in particular of the people
of Quebee, On the contrary, we ure convinged that the
government honestly beleves that, in the interests of Can-
adians both inside and outside Quebec, national unity
musi-be retained and Quebec must find her destiny as
part of Cznada: After all, we the people of Canada #lec.
ted Trudeau largely for his promisc of national uni d
one of the editors of The Mysrerlows Eart worked very
hard on Trudeau's behall both in the leadership campaign
and the general election of 1965, What we failed to cony
sider was what this determined and forceful federalist
would do if he feared he could mor hold Canada together
by persuasion, what he would do |, for instance, when a
legitimate independence party headed by @ man of Réné
Lévesque’s stature could gain 24 per cent of the vote in
Quebec. Now we have found out: when the chips are
down, Trudeau will choose national unity over democracy
itself.

‘The Mysreriouz Eaze will take democracy and peacs

over mational unity, becawse we are patriots cnough to




Insist that our nation's commiinert to democratic prin-
ciple is what makes the nation worth preseiving,  Because
we do - unlike the pevamment - have faith in the intel-
ligence and honesty of our fell itizens, we believe the
Euvemment's récent actions have in fact wltimately in-
creased the chances of Quebec's separation. The thoee
hundred-cdd people — alrendy inclined towards separatism
— whe are at this moment in the hands of Quebec's thor-
oughly unpleasant provingial polive are not going to em-
erge from (heir cefls full of charity towards their English-
speuking neighbors and the Ottawa government. And
they will be able to cliim with some show of logic that
the povernment is indeed as muthless, reprassive and antis
democratic as some of them have always claimed it 1o e,

“Ti ks a wellknown technigue of revolutionary groups
who attempt to destroy society by unjustified viclence,
Lo goad the authorities into inflexible attitodes, The rev-
olutionaries then employ this evidence of alleged author-
itarianism & justification for the need to wse violence in
their renewed attack on the social structure.”™ That, bel-
feve il or not, is Pierre Trudeau, admitting on Cietober 16
that the government's “extreme pegition™ s “in some
reapects @ trap', Seeing il, he nevertheless walks rght into
infeit, We are back apain at panic - panic, however,
not showt the kidnappings, but about the probable
failura of the federalist cutlook in Quebec, In the last
analyzis, one's attitude to Pierre Trudesn must be more
one of compassion than anger. Having stuked the whole
meaning of his life on hiz federalist position, Te now finds
himself compelled te admil its bankmuptey - its appar-
ently imminent failure to carry convietion on the basis
of its merits - by resorting to overt repression in order to
enforce il. The anly arpument against separatism in which
he still feels confidence is the presence of the Van Docs
in the streets of Montreal. Tn the short run, they may buy
buy Confederution some time, In the long term they are
mare likely to prove the symbel of its death,

Canada has o fong tradition of civilized politics, due
in part to the completeness with which we have repressed
the aspirations of such minorities: a8 the French and to
their willingness not to challenge their subservient status,
i parl due also to the continuity of our Europenn heri-
tage and to a genuine respect Tor civility. Pierre Trudean
seemed to promise the continuation of our civilized trad-
ition:  he fias confessed his failure m the most sensation-
4l possible fashion. That failure may even sound the
death-knell of 4 political dream ne les real becuuse we
rarely admilied its existence, Being a Canadian will never
again mean whatit did just a month ago: diffidence and
smugness combined with a feeling of infinite promise,
From the land that's seill young cowmes @ ballad that's
still unsung, we gloated dering the Centennial, bringing
the promive of great things to come,

It is hard to believe now thit the ballad can ever he
sung. We have lest, by Force, our political virginity, In
Aoame grassively fronic way, it is appropriate that our only
sexy Prime Minister shouid have revealed i iv us. The

mest sophisticated and dashing leader we have ever known
known, o keader so stylish as o excite 1ne envy of less
favoured pations and cl ke nf the inter-
national success of an Expo "67 set in the vitality and
glamour of an eardier and, it seems a more innocent
Montreal - this is the mun 1o shalter our halfsecret
dream of & truly just society sutficiently strong and civil-
ized to contuin vastly different cultures in an interplay at
once rich and harmonions.

After this failure of faith and nerve, Trudeau can ob-
viously no longer be trusted to govern, und our highest
domestic priority must becoms to replace him with all
possible speed.  But in another scnse he can never be
repluced. No one else will ever personally embody with
such style and sophistication the ideal of a pluralist dem-
ecracy; no one will restore the Canadian decam, We have
lost our pofitical virginity: how pitifully few of us ever
knew we were in the bedroom.




Each month, as our readers know, we give out the Rubber
Duck Award *for foclishness, ineompetence or knavery™,
Having seen the most massive foclishness and knavery in
the kistory of Canada within the last week or two betore
press time, however, we are [or once, if not exacily at a loss
for words, at least unahble to take our usual sardonic stance.
After all, we normmally try to make the Rubber Duck Award
a kind of humorous treatment of a serious topic. But hum-
our depends on exaggeration, and who could possible exag-
gerate the incredible situation in which we now find our
nation?

THE ORDER

Instead of choosing the bonehead of the manth for the
Rubber Duck Award, therefore, we are breaking precedent
by awarding no Bubber Duck Award and introducing,
instead, a hrand-new honour for which we have never really
had un oecasion before, The Order of the Golden Duck
will be given on extracrdinary occagions in which a person
of persons, or a1 association, has defended the interesis of

ordinary people or the ic principle at &

cost o his or their own interests. When the War Measuses
Act was used a quarter of a century ago to uproot Canadians
of Japarese descent from thelr West Cousl homes and to
move them to detention cumps inland, only one Member of
Parliament objected, an idealistic prairie lawyer in his forties,
We would have given him the award. His name was Juhn
Dicfenbaker.

Further back, 2 journalist who fought Tor the rights of
Nava Scotians hoth through the courts and through the
first excellent Canudian newspaper would have merited
the sward, We mean, of course, Joseph Howe. And in
Quebec the Archbishop of Montreal supported the miners
in the Asbestos strike, which caused a furious Premier Dup-
lessis to negotiaie 2 transter for him to an obscure post
Wictoria, B.C., where he died some years later. His name
was Tosaph Charbanneau,

The Order of the Golden Ditck, in other words, is by no
reans a regular thing, to be thrown arcund locsely, Ttis
reserved for men who act on principle against the good of
their own lives or carcers.

We believe the Order was earnad, however, in the rancor-
ous days of mid-October, by adoughtylitife band of men
in the House of Commeans, the prond descendants of a great
line of defenders of freedom. I is easy to be for freedom
and apenness when there is no stress; it takes a special
quality 10 stand for these things when everyone around
you is screaming to have done with them. Threats to
liberty, we like to think, cceur in ways we will easily be
ahle to recognize. But lifeds less simple, Govervments do
not nemmally threaten the freedom of the lomge, cleardy
reputable newspapers; they attack fringe papers which are
thrusting forward unacceplable idess. Tt is the Geongla
Straight, not the Fancouver Sun, which is repeatedly
hauled into conrt on various pretexts, The student, not the
university president, is fined for creating a disturbance at a
demonstration.

A nation loses its freedom not despite its will, but of its
own will. Hitler and Mussolini were democratically slected
in the first place. The voters of Rhodesia willingly retum
lun Smith, Tn times of stress, we want reasurance. We
‘happily defiver our freedem in exchange for assurances
that the terrible threat will be taken care of.

As thess words are written, that is overwhelmingly the
mood of the Canadian people, Canadians want someone
to deal with the FLQ; they want an end to the terrifying
emergence of a politics of violence. What they sez asa
{temporary infringement of their libertics matters very
Eittle in comparison with the anxieties the bombings evoke.




But infringsments of liberties have & habit of turning
oul o Lo be temperary. Indeed, the povemment proposss
d term of six months before we regain cur hasic fibertics.
Six manths - ta kmngh a tiny gang of terrorisis! And once
hi 7 1 o Liberties g will find it
eugier 10 do so agein, Whawvel the reasons, good or bad,
the government has openad 2 Pandora's box. If will be the
dewil's owm job to ged it closed again.

The Opposition, of course; realized the dangers, Robert

tanfield spok bly well, and John Die fenbub
emerged in better form than he has in years. Butin the
crunch the Tores, #5 always, vaved in. In the fist place,
the “syuash the Frogs” impulse always lurks just below
the surface in the Torles® Western territory. In the stcond
place, 2 sourees dlose 10 Stanfield told our reporter, there
is o doubt that Stunfield genuinely feared public opinion,
witich was in the early davs of the proclamation mussively
in support of the government, In the last analysis, the
Tories chose politics over principle: though they didn’'t like
the bill, they voled for it,

S, of course, did Real Caouette, In fact, the Creditiste
provided the government with the only snwavering support
it could find in the Commaons, aside from the Liberal Party
itself. 1t is in some ways grimly amusing to find the swinging:
Prime Minister, the 19[ age wph:,sn,..u(c gammg his nnl}- soHd

pawer the government ilsell had uwileashed, And itis
Lewis who emeraes from the whule sorry spisode with his
reputation enhanced, his effectivencss and integrity bevond
question, When the Canadian people do finally grasp what
has been done to them, David Lewis's brilliant performance
will b largely responsible,

To David Lewis, Tommy Douglas and their fourteen
fellow *Nays", thes, we give the first and thus far the only
Qrder of the Golden Duck. They kave risen 1o the demands
of an extruordinary moment; they deserve the gratitude of
all Canadians, and if they live long enough they might even
getit.

o o
The article above was written not long after the impos-
iteon of the War Measures Act, before the introduction of
the Public Chder (Temporary Measures) Act, and before
our decision to combine the November and December
issucs of The Mysrerious Easr, 11 s well-camed praise for
the NDP, and we let it stand both because it exprasses o
reaction we consider authentic and justified. But {oday
it rings less true: the KDP hus sines caved in, in the face
of overwhelming public resistance to its position. The NDE
teils us they voted for the POTMA b 5 il i temporany
legislation, fess horrendons th i Lhe War Measures Act, and

support from the ¢ who
wied 1o sell cus in Rooyn, Quebec,

Even four menibers of the NDP split away - perhaps
because of real convietion, perhaps because of the pressure
of public opinion. But sixteen Mew Democrats clearly sawr
the izsues  of principle involved, and eleady voted accord-
ing to their consciences, despite the knowledge that by o
doing they would win nothing in the country at large, thut
in terms of party politics they would appear to the voters
as pro-FLO, pro<separatist, pro-murder - in the current
climate of Canada, it is difficult 1o imagine 2 horrible name
they could mof be called. Yet The Mysteriows East is con-
vinged that in some calmer future we will ull look back on
these terrible days to thank our Jucky stars that we had had
the wit a5 a nation to elect a corporal's guard of such men,
In the light of that 195 to 16 vote in the House, it is clear
onct again fhat the differences among the parties ara really
the diffrrences berween the NDE and the others.

As the days went oy, David Lewis in particular grew al.
most \'isib‘y in stature, becuming “the real leader of the
apposition”, as one CBC commentator remarked. The only
min in the € pmmons who really has taken the measure of
Fierre Trudeau, Lewis was on his fect every day, asking for
mare information to justify the War Measures Act, goading
the Prime Minister into revealing his arrogance, teiviality and
1 Tt was Lewls who kept explaining to the
sopfe the full nature and extent of the Act and
its subscquent Regulation; it was Lewis who ﬁmd,y estab-
lished the witer inadeqs of the g
of i actions; it was Lewis who pressed the gnvemmem to
take the resp for actions itted under the

legitimately introdiced Lhr
true and reasonable, but somehow il doesn't conyinge: ong
feels that the new ieasures give the NDP an apportunity
to back away [rom an unpopular position, und they have
taken it

Ihe man who las emernged recently as a principled
apponent of the emerrency powees, the man who is really
alane, is a young Conservative member from the Prince
Edward Island constituency of Egmont. David MacDonald,
I the vole on first reading of the FOTM A, MacDonaid
the lone dissenting voice i the House; he has spoken repe
diy and cogently aboul e govemment’s failure o justify
etermined bid for police-state powers in o climate where
i creatire like Quebec Justice Minitar Terome Choquette
now feels he can sufely talk aboul imposing compulsory
Ay cards and press censorship. Along in his pa long
among all the partics, MacDonald has made himsell o figure
of natienal stature by fis measured npposition to these gusts
of hysteria and epportunism. We regret, sll«h‘l», giving
the Order of the Golden Duck 1 the sicteen Dema-
crats. Bul we are proud 1o add to its rolls the brave and
isolated young clergyman from Prince Fdward Tsland,




PIERRE LAPORTE

an obltua.ry trlbute

HE BRUTAL MURDER OF QUEEEC LABOR

Minister Pierre Lagorte will no longar be news

when this itsue of The Mysterious Fast reaches
its readers. But the editors of The Mysterions Basr feel
a uniguely persunal griel at the death of this man whom
none of us gver met, for Laporte represented a great trad-
ition in French-Cansdian joumnalism which English Canada
has never bepun to cqusl, a wadition which closely resem-
hles what we have attempied nurselves

“Mr. Laports,” Yuncower Sur publisher Stuart Keate
*brought to his duties a relentless capacity
for digging, 3 thoughtful and inquisitive mind, a stout
heart and u supericr writing talent.” Laporle was
trained as a lawver, but he spent seventeen years in the
provincial press gallery ar QuebecCily writing penctrating
and honest reports during the dark years when Maurice
Duplesis presided over probahly the most appalling prov-
incial administration Canada has ever seen. In 8 way, per-
haps the most damning evidence of English Canada’s indif-
ference o Quebec is the record of its total Tailure, during
those years, to offer any significant support to the oppos.
ilion forces in the province. Graft, political repression,
religious persecution, vicious attacks on the labour move-
ment - pone of these produced the nationwide cries of
outrage which would certainly have greefed sinilar prac-
tices in any Fnglish speaking provines, The Quebec uppo-
sition soldiered on bravely and alone, in & language few of
us even troubled to learn. Among its leading figures was
Pierre Laporte: among its few institutions was his smploy-
er, Montreal's daily Le Devair,

For speaking honestly, Laporte was “publicly scobded™,
as he put it, in the legislature, Om other aceasions, Duple-
55 also called Laporte a “"pig” and a “snake”. bamred
him from press conferences and cancelled press confer-

ences rather than speak in Laporte's presence. On one
memarable occasion the Premier had another reporter
from Le Devoir ejected from his office by 2 policeman.
Duplessis and his government constantly harassed Devoir
advertisars,

Duplessis died late in 1958, and Laporte went to work
on a hook, Le Ve Pisage de Duplersis, published by Les
Editions de L'Homme in 1960 and as The True Face of
Dreplessis by Harvest House in the same year. A temark-
ahly fair little book, The True Face of Duplessis reflects
Laporte’s integrity as a journalist, He opealy disliked
Dneplessis and much of what he stood for; al the same
time he strosses Duplessis’ considerable wit and personal
chirm = and the complexity of the late Premier's persons
ality. *"With the passing of Maurice Duplessis,'' he writes,
concluding the book, “a picturesque political figure had
gone — intelligent, swift as Hghtning, Many decades will

pass before a man of his mettle will again delight or drive
‘to despair the press of an entire provinee.™

Tnn 1961, Laporie entered politics himself, winning 2
by«lectiun at Chambly. He became minister of Munici-
pal Affairs in Jean Lesage’s cabinet the next year, In
The Stuie of Quebec {1965), Peter Desbarals compared
him with the other key Lesage Liberals: though less of a
thinker, Laporte had “probably more native political
sense than sll the other put together, with the exception
of Lesage” The general consensus that Laporte would
undoubtedly have succecded Lesage if the latter had disd
in nifice was a inbute 1o Laporte's competence, Laporte
himself conceded that he thoroughly enjoved politics
and was in it to stay. He did ultimately run for the
leadership, though the rapid rise of Robert Bourassa eclip-
sed him along with other experienced hopefuls. But with
the Liberal victory Laporte becames Labour Minister - and
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anes again, buy common consent, the number two man
in the government,

L APORTE'S CAREER, FROM ITS LEGAL TRAIN

ing through to the ghastly last act in the blood-

smeared trunk of an abandoned Cheveolet, is
unigue to Quebee, Le Désoir was founded by Henri
Bourassa, that proud and brlliant apostle of 2 bi-cultural
Canadian nationalism; the late André Laurendean, co-
chairman of the Bilinguulism and Biculturalism Commis-
sion, was its editor in the carly sixtizs, Prishably the hest
fewspuper in Canada, Le Devoir has always combined
intellectunl deour with plain speaking, and some of its
editorials -- Lansondeaw’s, for instance, on fe rof segre —
hava heen public events in themselves, definitive state-
ments of important political and social {deas, A general
community of inferests and attitudes has for years fost-
ered an easy interchange between politics, joumalism, aga-
demic life and the labour movement in Quebec, so that
the tradition of hard-hitting opposition journalism touches
off at one point or another the careers of men @ diver-
sely intelligent as Pierre Trudeau, Jean Marchand, Gérard
Pelletier, Réné Léveaque, Paul Sauriol, Tacques Hébert
In varying combinations they crop up at the Asbestos
sirike, around Cite Libre, Le Devolr the CBC strike of
1958-59, In one way or another they are connected with
ull kinds of other figures of ferment - Frére Untel, the
Abbds Dicn and O'Neill, Claude Ryan, Michel Chartrand,
Pierre Vallieres.

Pierre Laporte’s life, in short comibined a jowrnalist’s

commitment to clear vision and honsst writing with a

citizen’s commitment fo secial justics and humane govern-
ment. We do not mean to sugmest that The Mysterious
Eait dies agree, or would have 3g|ecd had he lived,
with all the th
he wouldn't hav wpc‘l..ll uE Lo, i
life was hased on assumptions about trath, jo
public service and honesty
ted. He exemplitie
lebited. M.

wlian frudition to which we
¥ po \.pl.. have comimented -

ath,  But The Mz.vfszus
ts tespects to M. Laporte pepscnally,
ife entiched g, that the loss of such
us ol

ishies 1o g
to say that
1 man impovers:
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the war
measures act

PAST
PRESENT

11914, and for the first time ever in peacetime,
the ly powerful and livtlek War
asurcs Act was proclaime:d early in the moming of Oct
16, 1970 1o deal with a se-called state of “apprehendsd
msurrection” in Queber, As this is being written upposi-
tion spokesmen are still asking for evidence that such a
state either still exists or did exist in that provinee. Others
are gaing still further asking not only whether the govern-
ment was justified in using the War Measwres Act, but
whether any in a zo-called ds e natieny
should have uceess to such sweeping powers, One wiy of
allempting to answer that question is toexamine how the
Act has heen used in the past, why is was passed in the
first place, and the view the courts have taken towands the
st of this particular piece of u
T s of the Act are of lxﬂ[ll.lll.lr interest and of
particular concern: {1 the power of the G im0

F OF ONLY THE THIRD TIME since its pussape

suppart allapations of systemutic persscution of non-FLO
crities of the govemnment. A sericas question then arises
whether the Act should be retained at all in its present
farm, even for wartime use, Tt is significant that the tao
democracies upon which Canada is mest closely madelle d,
Great Britain and the Unitad States, do mot have scces

10 such sweeping powers, even in times of severs emergency,
Why then, dos such legislation exist in Canads, and why,

in the past, wis it considered 10 be necessany?

current Dean of Law at the University of Windsor,

I N HIS BOOK The Conadizn Bill of Righrs, the

Walter Tamupel: ludes, after
all the cases in Canadian constitutional law in which this
pawer has heen at issue, that all agree “that in time of
national emergency ... the federal Porliament has full
power to legislate”™ and that " the power overrides all ather
powers in the BNA Act”, Hegoes on to caution, however,
thut *“the one difficulty that might arise the one that
is likely to bring shout the most serious controversy, is
whether in fact a proclamation of the War Measures Act,
and the continuation of its existence, is justified by events”
and poses a question, “I7 Parliament does not revoke the
proclomation can the courts, if circumstances ire i
declare that the continuation is ivalid? ™ Hi
-..this would caly be done on the basis of very clear
evidence that an emergency did s exist, or has passad”,
is imything but reassuring. Assuming that the courts could
cha]]cngc the government’s right to continue using the

cil {in effect the Prime Minister and his cabinet) 1o offer
the mere proclamation of the Act itsell as conchisive evi-
dence that 2 state of war, invasion or insurrection, real or
apprehended, exists and has exizrad for some specified per-
dond of dime; and (1) the awesome power of the Governor
in-Couneil {0 “do and authorize such acts and things, and
make from time o time such orders and regulations as he
may decm necessary and advisabie®! for the security, de-
fense, peace, order and welfare of Canadu. These powers
ive the Prime Minister and his cabinet, or any other
autharity authonzed by them under the A, 1o right

to ex pot facto laws, (That is to make illogal an act
which was perfectly legal at the time it took place]) To
abrogate civil rights, to abolish due process of law, 1o
search and stize property atwd
tion available to the public through the mass media. Frank
Seott, former Tean of Liw at McGill University, summed
up the situation this way 25 years ago: “Laws miy now
emerge typewritten on letterheads signed by John Smith,
of which only a carbon eopy is kept on file .. lot it no long:
er be said that totalitarian regimes can act more &
Sently or efficiently than democracies.” The possibilitics
for misuse of these sweeping powers by local officials and
law enforcement agencies - if not by the govemment of
Cinada itsell -- are enormous. There is presently some indi-
cution that the Act has been misused and some evidence to

powers, Tamogolsky clearly indivates the the
proof would be on the courts - this is a little
ting the burden of proof on the defendant in a
ial, and amouls to saying
\\| ¥ we shouldn't abrogate vour rights”. Further, proclzm-
ation of the Act by the Prigne Minister and cabinet is taken
as conclusive evidence that an emergency exisls, bul “very
clear proof™ is necessary to prove that it does mof. The
odds are pretty clearly st d in the government's favour,

burden

inrerasts of the Domi are fiz be proteeled,
el i rests with the Parfiament of the Duwinion te
protect them: Whar those interests are the Parlic-

ment -Jr'rhr Darminion must be left with considermble
freedo:

ke I o)
I.e.?seﬁ'r:.’a‘ Rmdandns m I 050, Ihc court turlhq main-
tained that where Parlizment enacts legislation declaring
that a national emergency continues to exist, and where in
erder to make an ordedy transition from war 1o peace it

*“the court w:l] not find to the contrary unles the contra-
ry is very eleardy shown”. In cffect. then, the courts will
nat only not question the right of the government o de-
clare the existence of an emergeney, they will not question
the government’s right to define the duration of its exist-
ence,




HE COURTS TT-]'F.ZP- FROM 1922 Ok, }'a\'e: shown
ut el ] asser-

tiong that eme-ge:.u- pl‘weni e necessary during
“Yransitivnal” periods between war and peace, 1f it s dife
Ficult to determine the peint at which a wartime smergency
seases to be an crpergency, then cne must presime that it
15 impissible to determine the duration of 4 peacetime
emergency - in this case an “apprehended insurrection” -
in the hands of the Governar-in-Council & irrespunsible
indeed. A benevolent dictator i still a dictator, The late
RM, Dawson, wrthor of the classic university 1ext, Phe

The most uh»&:m m}e‘mwrﬂjwf'\?n’mmrn! o

aveid n‘m n’ehwu 'Jc,w {10 the executive) of vague com-
ks leg powers for an une perlod,
special provision showdd be madde for parfiomentory
seruting of subordinate legistation (passed under the |

Narman Ward, a political scientist at the Univ-
crsity of Saskalchevean, who revised Dawson's book, goes on
o 1o puint out that ", the opportunities for making parl-
inmentary review and criticism effective ... ate not yer
adequate and depend in lurge measure on the cooperation
of the government”.

This imhalznce hetween power and the restrictions un
that power can only be explained by exumining the circum-
stunces surrounding the pussage of the Act in the first
place, The Minister of Fustice - Doherty introduced
the War Measures Act for first reading in the Howse of
Commons on Awgust 19, 1914, two weeks after the declar-
ation of World Warl, On August 20 the Act received
second reading and was referred to an allparty committee
of which both party leaders, Prime Minister Sir Robert
Borden and Sir Willred Lavricr, were members. The com-
mit{ze made only minor amendments and the bill was
passed in the House of Commons and assented to by the
Sanate on August 21, 1914, In the space of three days,
then, the War Measures Aot was pushed through the Hewse
of Commaons 2nd the Senate with lttle dehate and certain-
by no substantial opposition.

It bocomes apparent when one examines the original
1514 version of the Act that it was pussed hastily, in
response to an already existing state of war, Those clauses
of most concem in 1970 were included because of the sit-
vation. And cleardy, pricor to passing the Act, the govern-
menl hiad already raken certai 5 25 a result of the E
Consequently, the argument that simple proclamation of
the Act constituted, in itself, "conclusive evidence” that a
War, invasing or insurrection real or apprehended, existed
ard -Fma’ existed for some specified period of time prior to
proclamation eould very well have been simply 2 means of
Jjustifying previous actions of the Borden govemment in
respmse fothe war,

NCE THE WAR MEASURES ACT is proclaimed
il wan be revoked only iF the govemnment agrees,
and despite the assuranees of the government

that the Act will be revoked when adequate legislaticn is
passed, neither the people nor the Pariamentary opposi-
tion - probably not even the courts - have the power or
the means to fores the evokation of the Act. The govem-
ment not onlfy declares that an emergency exists bul it
decides the duralion of i exisrence

More significant perhags than the potential difficulty
in revoking the Act is the exiremely wide and vague grant
of powers to the federal executive and law enforcement
officials to make such regulations a5 they miy *deem nec-
essary and advisable for the security, defence, peace, onder
and welfare of Canada™, So grear an: (hese powers that
the fegal and traditional rights of citizens are sor aside,
Regirdless of how many subsidiary regulations are passed
pursuant io the War Measures Act to focus upen specific
problems, the fact remains that almost unlimited proved-
ural powers zre available to all enforcement apencies
throughout the country, Not only ure there no provisions
unéer the Act to limit the application of such powers
cither to restricted arcas or o specific officials, there are
fot administrative tribunals nor is there a body of admin-
istrative law adequate (o control the exencss of state pow-
er. Perhaps the most fogrant examples of misuse of the
powes granied under the War Measures Act oceurred during
and after World War 1T when the federal government used
the Act tointern and deport Japanese.Canudians thouglt
e represent a “security theeai™ lo the nation, and to armest,
interrogate and detain suspects during the espionuge inves.
tigations .Jf 1946, R.M. Dewson orfe' the following ace-

! Furdisment pasved the Nevional
nergency frarsitioeal Powers Act which declared
thar g condition af emergency il existed .., that
very subsrantial povwers were therefore by thar Aot
delegaped anew to the Governor-in-Conrcil; and that
all existing orders and regulations under the War
| Measres Act could .. be continued in full force ..
It was discovered that one of thee orders-in-council,
witlclt fad been passed socretly on October §, 19435 .
pave the minister af Justice authority to e gn
order to interregmie and detain .., any perton wha
{s cpmimmicn be lkeld o gct in ony manner
wdicial f0 the public safery . This fumished the ¢
quthorty for the greest, fverrogation and defention ©
of suspeets fapproximarely half'of whom were mub-
seguently aoquitted In Hee courts) which characier
ized the spy invesiigation of 1946, THE ARBITRA—
RY CHARACTER OF THIS PIECE OF SUBSIDIAR Y
LEGISLATION AND THE DEGREE TOQ WHICH IT |
ABROGATED RIGHTS ... AFFORD THE BEST
ILLUSTRATION OF ... HOWGRAVE ARE THE
| DANGERS IMPLICIT IN SUCH A WHOLESALE
L DELEGATION. ]
As we o to press, “n Association oFUmwu-
sily Teachers has protested provincial sbuses of the powers
of (he War Measures Act; university papers have been
prevenled - on a highly arbitrary and selective hasis -
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fromn publishing the manifesto of the FLO (an alrcady
public document); and individuzls not only in Quebec but
elszwhere In Canada have been derained fnenmpmunicado
withoul being chirged, and later released. Evidence, agin,
that vague and sweeping grants of power are prone t6 abuss
by authorities.

OPOWERFUL IS THE WAR MEASURES ACT
that the Bill of Rights, passed in 1960 inclhides
within is section & contzining the following pro-

wision

T
© or regulation made wnder Ihe- aurhority of the Act
(WA ) shall be deenned not fo be an abrogation,

afiridgement or infringement of aay right or freedom:

Dean Tamopol : book The Canadian Bil of
Rights points out thai i Parilament the opposition crit-
ivized the inclugsion of this ssction in the Bill, and that
alimoat every witness who appeared before the Spocial
Committes on the Bill of Rights was critical of that seet
jom. He go#s on 1o point out that when the Bill came up
for third reading the opposition attempted to have it
sent hack to Committee to have the section delered and a
liat of rights not 1o be ahrogated even under the War Meas-
ures Acl, included. Such u list would have provided for:

{1) no deprivation of citizenship

(2) no deportation of citizens

{3) no detention for more than 60 days without hring:
ing the prisoner before a superior court judge

(4) all ordess for detention to come before Parliament -
within 15 days

(5) prowisions for revoking certain orders-n-coungil
The motion was defeated, and thotgh Prime Minisier
Dielenbaker agreed to st up a committes to study the War
Measures Act, no such commitiee was ever established,

‘This then is u brief examination of the origin, the legal
status, and the uszs and abuses of the War Measutes Act.
One must conclude that powers originally designed 1o deal
with a clearly defined crisis have been penemlized to anply
1o whatever si the g of the day considers
to he emergency situations — without having te offer sup-
porting evidence for doing so. The courts have taken the
position that the definition of such an emergency is o pol-
itical, not s judicial prerogative, that the determination of
the duration of an emergency is likewise political, and that
the govemment has the rght to act without explicitly de-
fining the nature and extent of the “threat” to the “secur.
ity, peace, order and welfare of Canada. The politicians,
uon the other hand, have apparently thought so little of
rights and so much of order that they have included within
the Bill of Rights provision for the abrogation of rights.
Such a lack of concem for contralling state power — wheth-
er it be through i of judicial i L OF
adequate body of administrative Taw, or by statte - co
with a propensity to implement the War Measures Act in
cises whers extmaordinary peril to the national life of Can.

ada hitg not been established and a tendency to misuse the
powers pranted under the Act, does not inspire confidence
umeng those of us who are concemed with the pratection

of individual freedoms, One cannot sacrifice the dghts

af minorties and individuals in the name or order without
eventually sacrificing democracy (oo, One does not “'prot-
ect” the nele of the law by ulilizing the ke 1o destroy it,




The Santo Domingo of
Pierve Elliott Trudieau

1 the peak-of the hysterla about "'apprehended insurrec-

lions", “coups", and “‘armed uprisings” that was being

crivd from Ottawa, one reporter remarked, in the wry

Wit that sometimes comes out of frightening events, that
“This 15 the firsl time in this country we've had a counter-
revolution before baving had a revolution.”

The remark won't stand in stead of cold analysis, but it
has & grain of truth in it, and at least it underscores some of
the unreality of the events that expladed on the cool morning
of Monday, Ovtober 5.

It had been a singularly quict year in Montreal, which has
been accustomed aver the lasl few years to rushing mass de-
monsirations in the streets, gunfightls al the Murray Hill ga-
rages, palice strikes, student strikes and occupations.

The most significant political event was the April 20 election,
in which the liberal-separatist Parti Québéonls of René Léves-
que won one guarier of the popular vote and a tenth of the
Natinnal Assembly's seats. But that had been an electoral bal-
tle, fought In the ballot box.

Much of the organized lefl was In disarray, the rest of it was
either working in the Parti Québéents or working with eitizens’
commitiees. The rise of the citizens' commillees, which Te-
Bected the left's shedding its student image and working in
clinics and with labor unions reflected a very peaceful form
of political activity.

Premier Bourassa was planning a visit to the 1.8, to make
bis first major plea for American investment, a plea based on
the argument that Quebec was stable. In Oltawa, Prime Min-
ister Trudeau was preparing a Speech from the Throne that
streased his confidence in the state of the Canadian confeder-
athen, Pollutien was the maih item on the federal agenda.

Then the balleon burst,

The kidnapping of James Cross from his home on wealthy
Redpath Creseent on Monday, Oclober 5, towched off & series
of events that left the coumtry reeling, The appearance in court
4 month later of scores of peaple charged with offenses as
amazing as seditious conspiracy to overthrow the gevern-
ment, marked whal seemed an utter transformation in the
fortunes of Quebeo and Canada.

By then the eountry had experienced & public battle of de-
mands and refusals between Lhe FLG and the government
the kidnapping of Quebec Labor Minister Pierre Laporte;
the entry of thousands of troops Inlo Montreal and Cttews;
the proclamation of the War Measures Act with its near-
dietatorial powers; the discovery of Laporte’s body in the
tetink of a car after a eurious set of events thal no one has yet
fully explaimed; the arrest of hundreds of people after at
least 2,000 police ralds; and a series of statements by high
political figures that has confused even the most credulous,

Un October 5 & country's hysleria was unleashed, and grew
throu;h the weeks.

Suddenly we are back where we were five years ago. 4 cold

oivil war is heing fought along national and linguistic grounds.
The country i= polarized, but not on eocial issues, on issues of
language and race.

What happened to so disturh the calm of 4 listless October
and so hurl & nation into a fortured voriex of political exple-
stons, 5o violent & shift of the forces in Lhis coun sudden
an alteration of the stakes of the political game? Who wing,
whi loses?

What happened between October 3, and loday?

Who was making what decisions?

What were their strategies?

What may be the fruita of thewr strategies?

Was it & hunt for kidnappers and ferrorists, & hunt that
went wild, ar were there more basie, long-term motives that
directed the men in power over the first six weeks?

With an urgeney thal cannot be underestimated, we must
begin to piece together the beginnings of answers to these
QUESLIONS.

The plot

1 all the strange answers that have hlown in the Octo-

ber wind, none has been stranger than the coup

d'état that never took place. Thiz supposed plot—or

these plots, for the exact details depend on which
government spokesman you heppen to be listening to—has
been referred to again and again since October 16, and it is
worth examining closely,

1t has appeared in lwo slages—first as & complex conspir-
acy by the FLG and its sympathizers, secondly as an attempt
by mioderste nationallsts to set up a provizional government
to supplant the Bourassa cahinet in Guebec City, In a further
twist, some, such as Mavor Jean Drapeau, have linked the
twa by saying that the moderstes would have spened the way
ta the revolutionaries.

When the War Measures Act waa proclaimed, governiment
mlrlqﬂri palnted a vast canvas of revolutions in the offing.
i nothing bo subvert democratic government
Justice Minister John Turner tald the House
of Commons. “While their prime target today may be the
government of Quebec, there |5 every reasin to assume—in-
deed, I think there are many clear Indleations—thal other gov-
ernmenis and indeed the central government of Lhis country
fall within the purview of their efforts.”
spiracy of that scope requires & lot of manpower, and
5 were assured that the FLQ had it available. The
il spoke to sources high in the
provinciel government, in the 7y, énd in the three police
forces concerned, and reported Lo its readers even before the
War Measures Act was proclaimed that there were at least
3,500 terrorists, armed to the teeth with automatic weapons
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and 10,000 sticks of dynamile, who wers ing ready to fight.
Regional Economic Expansion Minister Marchand said much
the same thing in the House of Commons when the War Meas-
ures Act was announced, although he reduced the mumber of
{errgrists to 3,000,

Sorne detalls of the plans these thousands of revolutionaries
were supposedly following were given by Defence Minister
Donald MacDonald.

According to MacDonald, we are on a “‘revalutionary time-
table”, and the kidnappings are part of & “well-known revalie
formula." In 8 CTV interview October 25 he
“om the whole, you had a pattern of
ven the revolutionery ideclogy we're talking about, in
githations and in elher countries has escalated itsall
& state of disorder in which it will be virtually impassible to
carry on the normal processes of government and which
would provide, if you like, a situation ripe for revelutionaey
action,”

Another important charagteristic of the FLQ is “the fact
that they're not organized. If in fact there had been a highly
structured organization it would have been even easier for the
palice to break

On October 15, hawever, Montreal palice chief Marcel 5t-
Aubin said he was having difficulty investigating the FLG be-
cause of “ihe internal organization of the movemwent, as itis
divided Into numerous small cells.” It was S-Aubin's state-
ment, along with covering letters from Mayor Drapeau and
Premier Bourassa, that was used in the Hoose of Commans the
mext day o justily the invocatisn of the War Measures Acl,

Aceording to Nick Auf der Maur, a Montreal broadeaster
and member of the Last Post edilorlal eo-operative whi was
arrested under the Act &nd spent three days inside Quebec
Provincial Police cells, the police in their questioning ap-
peared to believe that every demnnstration. bombing, and
strike that had happe) in Quebec in the lasl two years
was part of the consplracy. He says they see the FLQ as be-
ing arganized along the lines of the Mafia, and they believe
tbat if they vould only find Comrade Big the game would be

Sl Aubin said the kidnappings are “only the begi mm( M‘
“seditions and insurrectional activities.”" But Bo
next day said the FLOQ had reached the *'final slage
plan. The first three stages of the plan had already been car-
ried out: vislent demonstrations. bombings, and spectacular
)ud.!uppmgs u\ sat order. “The fourth step—the most impor-
tant—i ions.” The: had “every
reason to helv:\e the FLG was now prepared do carey these
out, He added that “slready” political leaders had received
asgassination threats.

There were hints at more than this, Federal Justiee Minks-
ter John Turner said October 21 that “it might not ever be pos-
sibde to disclose to the public the information on which the
government made 115 decision.!'

Prime Minisfer Trudean, however, said in the House Oclober
26 that “'the facts on which we did act are known Lo the peo-
ple of Canada and lndeed to this House,” When Opposition
Leader Stanfield immediately pointed out the apparent dis-
crepancy between Trudeau's statement and Turner's, the
Prime Minister sald there wa Eact no discrepancy. There
information, he said, that the public doesn’t know.
elevant, since the known Infermation was whal
the government had acted upan.

Perhaps the fullest exposition of the conspiracy theory
came from Jean Marchand, onee a prominent Quebec labor
leader, and today not only the Minister of Regional Economic
Expanghon in the Trudeau Cabinet. but also the man charged
with keeping an eye on his five million restless eountrymen

=roocel]

who live in Canada's seeond-largest provinee.

“Those who are well-protecied behind the Rovkies or even
in the centre of Toronto don't know what iz happen| ¥
bec right now,” declared the Quebec expert in th
Commons a few hours after the War Measures Acl hail
signed. There were conspirators who had “infiltrated all lhc
vital places of the province of Quebec, in all the key pasls
where important decisions ave taken” There were at least
wwo tons of dynamite, detonators and eleciric cireuiis for
setting off bombs, thousands of rifles and mec s,
bombs. “For whoever knows the FLQ right now." said Lhe
shuddering expert, “whoever knows this orgsnization well
cannol @ otherwise than recognize that the provineial stafe
of (uebec and the federal state are really in danger in Cana-
da.

As the startled members of the House of Commons soaked
this up Marchand pergrated: “If we had not acled today, and
if, in a month or a vear separation had come about. T know
very well whal would have been said in this House: “What sorf
of government is this? You hud all thal information in your
hands and you could have used BMETEENCY POWETS .Arui you
did not éo it. It's a government of incompetent peapl

Just to make sure thal the people who lived behind the
Hockies, well-protected fram the [anatics of French Canada,
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khew what was going on, Marchand re-stated and even ela-
porated his claims on a British Columbia hot-line show a wetk
after the government had struck. He had a new sensation to
offer: ke Front & Action Politique (FRAF), the main opposi-
tion party in Monireal's clvie election, only days away, was
& frent for the FLQ (whose membership had now shrunk (o
“hetween 1,000 and 3,000}, There were to be explosions,
more kidnapp perhaps inations on election day.
Anareny was then to spread through the provinee, and after
the provinee the nation. Thrones were to topple as the con-
apiracy leap-frogged avross the continent.

Most of these scenackis were “revealed” in the days im-

diately following the p i of 1he War Measurcs
Act. Then the emphasis shifted to Lhe alleged provisional
government pled in which such names s Clasge Ryan and
René Lévesgue were dangled betore the public. In recent
days, however, nol much haz been heard of these immenst
plots, and for a very good reasin

In one of itz latest sommunigués, dated November 2. the
FLE itself has ridiculed the idea of an immediale averthraw
of the povernment: when the revolution does come, it “'wan't
be carried oul by a nundred people, i the auorities want
prople to elleve, but by all the people of Quebec . . The LG
will leave coups d'élat 1o the three governments in office.
because they ssem to be pust masters in hat field."”

Thai no visst conspiracy ever existed is borne oui by Lhe
testimony of the mother of Paul and Jacques Hose at the in-
quest into Laporie’s death. AL the Lime Cross was kidnapped,
she said, her two sons and Franeis Simard were travelfing
through Texas, The fiest they heard of the abduction was a
radio broadeast, after which they had to journey scrass @
United States, driving 24 hours a day, before they could gel
to the scene of the supposed canspiracy, The testimany of Ber-
nard Lortie alse gives an impression of last-mipute improvi-
sation,

Nir have the authorities been able to back up thelr claims
that 3.000 or so ferrorsts were ready to he strests. Even
with the awessme powers of the War Measures Act, with its
license |p search, seize and artesi on no stronger grounds
than mere suspicion, and with so many raids that, after 2.000,
even the most conscientious reporters lost count, the police
could come up with enly seme 40 captives, Most have been
released, and well undar a hundeed seem likely to be charged.

Iz it this handful of people then who have placed the estab-
lished order in Canada in grave danger? If so. they must
indeed by supermen. And in fact. the police did not appear
to be trying very hard to find out. According to Auf der
Maur, Fnbert Lemieux, the lawyer who had acted as nego-
tiator for the FLG, was questioned for a total of two minutes
during the first eight days of his Imprisonment. Pierre
Vallieres, o leader of the 1968 FLGQ, was also questioned far
iwa minules in these eight days. Charles Gagmon, another
leader of the 1066 FLG. was not questioned at all,

Still the government now 58 1o spread scare: slories a-
Bout & sudden revelutionary upheaval, a notion it bad re-
peatedly dismissed in the past. A year agn, Muontreal's Dra-
peau adminisiration journeyed to Ottawa for the govern-
tnent's investigation intn the activities of the Company of
Young Canadians. Piles of captured documents were pro-
duced to demonstrate that & far-ranging conspiracy was on
the move, It was repeatedly noted ai the time that, while the
documents showed lots of smoke, it was difficull to find any
fire. Beyond the well-known fact that FLQ eells existed. and
might carry cul isolated, anarchistic acts, (he rest was vapor.
The Drapeay administration’s evidence was laughed out of
town. =

Two previeus, abortive attempts (according to the palice)

al kidnapping people in high places, including the American
consul-general in Montreal, had been taken with equanimity.
And =0, indeed, had the kidnapping of James Cross: there haid
been na indication In the frst week of the erisls that upholders
of the status quo had better necve themselves for the crunch.

Nor dld even the second kidnapping. that of Fierre Laporte,
bring about sudden fears of insurrection, Why then did the-
government choose to unleash the vast conspiracy thenry on
October 167 Why did it give credence to a picture of the
FLi that could not be believed by anyone who had any know-
ledge of the situation in Guebec, that 3t could not have be-
lieved itself, but thal might conceivably be widely believed
in English Canada since the government and the police arethe
omly sourees of information?

One clye comes from Jean Marchand's Vancowver inter-
vlew, for it eontaing more than the secusations that made the
headiines (reaction to his stalement about FRAF was 50 ad-
verse that Prime Minister Trideau had to dissoclate him-
self from it the next day, and Marchand himself had i back
off }. Marchand made some other statements In that interview
in the lonig term, may be a lok more significant. Having
averred that there are between 1,000 and §,000 members of e
FLQ, Marchand says:

“Now all members of the FL& are not terrorisis, Bul ihese
are engugh to create a lob of trouble and a lot of killing and
this is what we are teying [o prevent.”

Not all FLQ members are terrorists!

Then whal are they?

Who is the FLG?*

Or mgre to the point: Wha isn't?

If not 2l mambers of the FLG are earrying arms, planning
assassinations and stashing hombe, what are they deing? Or
ganizing in the labor unbens, perhaps. Organizing demonstra-
tions, or working with FRAP and the Parti Quitéeois,

Mayhe if you're 2 leflist or 8 Péquiste, you're in effect FLQ?
The net is suddenly a little wider, and oul for more fish, than
we have been led to believe from the Impression that the
government was just bunting twe or three kKidnapping cells,

Is Marchand saying that the FLQ) is everyone whe is work-
ing for a socialist or independent Quebee?

Let's follow mure of Marchand's interesting analyais.

He says: “'How In a society like purs ¢an such 3 movement
like the FLQ flourish, You knew a year afp, Wo Years ago
of even five years ago that there were FLGQ members. But as
lomg as they do not reconrse to vivlence, under which law
can you do anything ™"

MNone, Mr. Marchand. If they do not resert to vielence they
are not violating the Criminal Code. But perhaps exactly what
Marchand is saying is that we need Laws by which Lhe govern-
ment can arrest and prosecute those that follew their political
sims even by peaceful means. Thisseems incredible, so let's
follow whal he zaid further:

He makes the point that “it is nol the individual action
we are worried about now. I’ this vast organization supporied
by other bona fide organizations who are supporting, indireci
1y at least, the FLG."

Mr. Marchand |5 not worried sbowl the Kidnappers, he
seems L0 be saying, but about the people whe “do ool recurse
to violenee.” People—it's now & “vast organization™—who are
supparied by bena fide groups.

What are these people doing? Where are they?

hand refers to‘many impor in Quehec”
that have been “infiltrated™ by this strange breed of noo-vie-
tent FLQars,

1f there are so many people, in 5o many sreas and instie
tions, it's gring to be pretey hard te ferrel them out. Espe-
wially if they Jack the decency to commit a criminal act and
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facilitate the government’s job of destroying them,

Anid 5o we come {o the most distressing statement of all,
and Marchand states the aims of the government Bluntiy.

i if it had been an isulated case of kidnapping T don't
think we would have been justified in kiag the War Meas.
ures Acl beeause there the Criminal Code would have been
enough 1o try and get those men and punish them, But thers
15 & whole organization &nd we have no instrament, no instru-

8 logie,

They are nat all terrorists, in fact some hold highly respec-
table and critical positions, and some have the protection of
other bena fide graups.

They muzt be roated out

The Criminal Coge permits us to root ol kidnappers anid
killers, bl not people who enmmit oo crimes.

Therefore we need an “i y |
after these people COmmit ao crimes, and it's not simpdy
A gues ol Kidnappers. -

Iz the Trudeau government seeking a cireumvention of the
laws of this country in order to launch 4 hunt that extends in-
to the highest reaches of Quebec, into the most respected.
Bona fide groups. in order to ferret out these dangarous peo-
ple?

Whom Is the Trudeau government after?

The politics

he appr =d insureeet p-phol-uprisin

wolt grows more ridiculous every day, and il is evi-

dent thal il does so from stalements made even by

federal ministers. Cerlainly, &5 far as armed upris-
inga of ane 1o three thousand people are concerned, the go-
wernment never belisved its own case. It allowed and encour-
aged the story Lo spread in order (o use it as currency to buy
time and public support to keep the War Messures Act in
force.

It is possible to piece together with some ceriainty that
Trudeatl, on the eve of implementing the CIMECEENCY PaWErs,
feared he was losing control of the situation |y Quebee, of
French public opinion, 0 the nationalists and moderate Sega-
Fatists.

The Prime Mirlster had grounds for such fears. Contrary
dor the earty statements by bath federal and provineial spakes-
men, a significant pertion of the Quebec pogilation had not
recoiled in revalsion al the FLQ's action, Predictably radical
Fouth, certain labar srganizetions, and a startling percentage
ens Were reacting faverably to the content of
palitical analy if not to their modus operandi:
Eut even while most of the sympathetic repudiated the acts
t the FLQ's highwary Iz and the ]
Ihept respanses feft many Québécais imwardly pleased.

_ro-

LES GARS

‘The fifth demand in the original FL§ ransom note
Insisted that the “revelutionary Lapabme drivers”
b rebired by the post office. Here is a brlef background
to the Lapalme dispate.

Tn 1965, the contract for mall truck pickup and delive-
ries in the Montreal area was held by Rod Service Lid.
The drivers earned §1.20 an hour and regularly jl in
70 hours a week, with no overtime. They organized
wnion, with the help of the Confedération of National
Trade Unions, bat were forced to strike for recognition
and their first contract,

During the strike. It was revealed that the cxclusive
trucking coniract had been granted on o yearly basis
by Ottawa withoot public tenders ever having been
called. It was a flagrant example of political patronage.
The drivers, led by Frank DiTerlizsl, won the first
round, and managed to improve their working conditions
somewhat.

A few vears later, the G. Lapalme company got the
tontract, acquiring in the process Rod's ereaky old
trucks. Again the contract was issued on a patronage
basls and no pablic tenders were called.

In the course of five years and a eouple of strikes,
the drivers managed ta lmprove their conditions, achiev-
ing a fairly decent $1 an hour wage amd recognition
of sendority.

This spring, Communications Minkster Eric Klerans
decided to clean op the mess. In theary, this was fine,
Bat the price for cleaning up the mess cansed by
past Liberal patronage was going to he paid by the
warkers,

Kierans announced the job would be divided up by
three contractors, chosen by public bids. This left the
drivers, some of whom had mp to 40 JEArs Service,
ont in the cold. There was no guarantee the men would
get their jobs back. In addition, their anion was Hoing

DE LAPALME

i0 be busted, or at the very least broken in three, since
there wenld be nothing obliging the contractors to
aecept the struggling union or iis members. The 450
Lapalme men struck to save their jobs and their rights.

It was a bitter struggle, one which the workers waged
with ir and imagi i they
‘lost’ their trucks, other times the main Post Office in
downtown Montreal was surrounded, wagon-train fash-
ion, by 1040 trucks with keys snapped off in the locks,

Finally, a mediator was named, After 3 brief examina-
tion of the sitwation, he recommended that the whole
contract business be dropped and the trucking aperation
e absorbed into the postal service, Fine. Exeept the
men would lose their union, since the CNTU has no
Jurisdiction in the post office, and they would lose all
their hard won senjority rights.

They were told i apply for their jobs through Man-
power offices, although there was no firm, iron-clad
guaraniee all 450 Lapalme employees wonld get jobs,

The Lapalme men kept up their strike. The deadline
for acceptance passed, and the post office hired scabs,
In the months that follawed, 2 minor guerrilla war was
waged against the postal department.

Seven months after having lost their jobs, the Lapatme
men siill hold a strike meeting every day at the Paul
Sauvé sports centre, holding out in what other unlon
members call “an inspiring display of solidarity and
co-operation.”

A young English-speaking member of the group, who
bad worked only 18 months with Lapaime, says: V1
could have gotten a job driving for the post office eagily.
But Kierans and his gang asked us to abandon our
union, to desert the old guys with 20, 55 YEQars service,
to help throw thim on the streel. What they're asking
Just isn't human, We're all in this together and we're
golng to see it to the end.”




BOURASSA
A trigngutar frap

That much can be established. Whether Trudeau thowght
the strange events in Queber were bringing the province as
cloge as it had ever come to separaling, however, can only he
speculated right now,

What is very probable is that, as hints in the Marchand in-
terview might suggest, Trodeau al least saw the opportunity
to move decisively against the separatist-nationalist tide in
Guebes and sef it back for years, if not sem il forever.

One of the moat significant statements of the mtives of the
Trudeau government, and the steps by which it arrived al
meiking the drastic move on October 18, is to be found in a
ealumn by Torontos Star (Mtawa editor Anthony Westell ap-
pearing the day after the Act was invoked. Westall, a long-
time Ottawa columnist formerly with the Globe and Mail, has
extremely gomd sources Inside the Liberal cabinet, and, slong
with Toronto Star editar Peter Newrnan, is onc of the three
or four most important Liberal Party Intimates in the na-
tiopal press gallery.

Writing under the heading “The Agony Behind Tradean's

Decision™, Westell examined the basic premises on which

Trudeau approaches the current situation in Quebec:

“The answer beging with Trudeau's analysis of the rise of
separatism in the past five years. The decline and fall of the
Lasage Liberal government, he believes, left a power vacuum
which Union Nationale premier Daniel Johnson did not 61l be-
cause hi: never took a firm position for federalism, Hené Lé-
vesque Jeft the Liberals to lead the Partt Québéesis inte the
void, and win almost a quarter of the woles in the election
this year,"

The Trudeau administration’s entive strategy toward Que-
bec is to make sure thal the vacuum of social contradictions
and frustrations is never left as open lerritory to the separs-
tists, and pariicularly o René Lévesque. The Trudeau go-
vernment fell gver backwards pumping money &nd organiza-
tiomal talent into the election campalgn of new Liberal leader
Robert Bourassa, scarcely concealing the influx of every-
thing from top advisers to Trodeau's personal hairdresser to
Boutassa's side. The province was saturated with a well-
oiled campalgn that reeked of money, and oo one had any
doubis that much, i not most of it, came from the federal
Liberals,

When the FLG struck, Westell reporis, *Trideau’s instinet
was {0 refuse negotiations or concessions to the terrorists.
Nar were there any doves in the tederal cabinet.”

But he siresses that .. Trudeau grew increasingly con-
cerned at the threat to Bourassa’s fedgling and inexperi-
enced government posed by the new terrorizm,'

Initially, the threat came from one specific source—the
varillation of the Quebec cahinet in the face of Laparte's kid-
napping flve days after Cross’s abdoctbon,

TRUDEAL
A coup d'stat

MAHCHAND
vas! crganization

Trudeau’s strategy of strength depended on Bourassa e-
merging as the strongman, the pillar of fortitude around
which Quebec could rally, the dam that could keep the tides
of nationalist and separatist feeling from moving inlo that
dangerous politieal vacusm of ich Westell spake.

From Lhe outset, [ was ehvious Bourassa wasn't the man
to grah the bull by the forns. A scant 48 hours after the Cross
abductipn, an Wednesday October 7, Bourassa left on a long-
planned trip 1 New York o meet iiers o discuss a §3
billion power development prajecr ai Jdames Bay and other
investment plans. When asked hew he could leave the countey
at such a time, @ Bourasss aide told reportera:Jérdme
ILhoquLllL‘ i handiing everything in Montreel and Sharp in
Outawa,’

In Bourassa's mind, the best way to handle the crisis was
o continie his efforts at getting those 100,000 jobs promised
during the elections. According to Rebert McKenzie of the
Taronta Star, “'the Premier was muore concerned with the man-
ner in which he could explain the Kidnapping to finan-
«ciers than with actusl ds apEmenis in Canada

Here the oruzx of the entire crisis developed.

It centres araund the way public opinion in Quebec was re-
acting 1o the kidrapping, Trudeau made at least one tactical
error, and ane massive pelitical blunder, Those mistakes
proved to be the factors destroying his strategy.

Pierre Desrogiers suggests in the weekly Montreal paper
Québec-Prosse an interpretation that has also been voleed by
Parti *Québécois economic expert Jacques Partzeau, and
biacked up by =ome reporters in CMtews. Tt s this:

Trudeau s initial tactic had been to remain fiem, in an effort
to force the FLQ's hand. They might have killed Cross: Des-
rosiers and Parizeau suggest Trudesu was prepared to let
that happen, betting public opinion would swing to him out of
revulsion, Bui Insiead, the FLQ upped the ante. It kidnap-
ped Pierre Laparte. Triddean's tactic (o back the FLQ into a
cormer had failed.

This unexpected response bo Trudeay's immediate strate-
gy, however, would anly have been a lemporary tactical
sethack, if Trudeau had not made one eritieal political ecror
of judgement. He totally misread the climate of public opinion
in Quebec.

Westell himself makes this paint:

“Another minister fearcd thet after the fiest shock and
ourage at the kidnappings, Queber opinion was being won
aroimd 1o the rationalization thet while vielence may be

. the terrorists were somebow glamorous patriots
fighting a noble cause—the same sort of shift of opinion that
happened after Charles de Gaulle's *Vive e Québac Libre'
speech in 1967.

“*A backbencher close to Trudeau expressed much the




same fear more provisely,” Westell states, “when he said
that the Queber muediz levizion, radio, WErE
heavily infilirated by FLG propagandists and suggested
drastic action wauld be necessary Lo eventually deal with
the problem.” By “FLQ propagandisls’. of course, the

Eanization.”™

It rejected the elecloral process because *'the Liberal vic
Lory (of Jast April 2} showed clearly thal what is called de-
meeracy in Quebec is, and always has been, the democracy
of the rich.”" The second ‘dernocracy” is in English—thraugh.

meant wha were exp g the
sympathy felt by many in Quebec for the goals and principles
expressed in the FLGQ manifests.

& Montreal MP, an the other hand,” Westell continues,
*“told the Liberal caucus Wednesday that the FLQ was Hp-
pealing dangerously well to real grievances among French
Canadians, and thal it would not stand for repression.”"

We have confirmed that this “Montreal MP” was Marcel
Frud'homme, who was taken aback when be took @ poll in
his constitwency and found that R vast majority of the
young supported waat the FLQ did, and that the elder eon-
stituents violently condemned the tactic but frequently ex-
pressed some sympathy for the content of the manifesto,
Prud'bumme communicated these facls fo an EMETEENCY
CRUCES meeting.

Trudezu himself let slip in the Commans a theught
that had been more and myere in his ming by now: the media
were playing into the hands of the FLOQ by giving them top
much publicity.

The government was o frazzled by this PR prablem thal,
while the cabinet was planning the emergency regulations,
it actually considered press censorship, of which Trudeas was
the leading advocate,

Trudvau's aides had initially tried to suppress the publica-
thon of the FLQ manifesto in the Quebee papers, one of them
arguing for an hour with the editor of the National Union pa-
per Montraal-Marin, in vain, against sunning the text,

“As the week wore an,” Westell reported in the Toranto
Star, “the question as to how ta quiet the Quebec media came
maore fri y Intn conversations around the g ;

"This was because the critical battle was seen as the strug-
gle for public opinion, Wewld Quebecers rally to law, order
and a strong Bourassa government, or drift towards a new
‘maderate’ position?!

{Others arguing in support of this thesis report that Trudeau,
when he was unabde to prevent the spread of Lhe manifesta in
the Quebee press, himself ordered the CBC's French netwark
to broadeast the manifests, as the FLQ had demanded. They
argue that this was & sign of Trudesu's sverconfidence
that the broadeasting of the manifesto would actnally cause
Québécois to resct agalnst its “extreme’ language.

State Secretary Gérard Pelletier told reporters the night it
was broadeast that he had no worries beeause it was a “stupld™

But the mos: Hling reason for its broadeast
was that the police were asking for more time and needed the
govamment o stall,

In any event, on Octaber & the manifesto wes broadeast
aver the CBC's French network in Queber, as demanded by
the F1LGQ. and subsequently published in miost of the provinee's
eormmercial newspepers, Head in & negr-mongdone, the mani-
festa’s effect was far different from what Trudeau had huped.
Its language was simple. the gricvances it pointed Lo wers
real, and much of it gained wide suppurt.

It= cail was nol Lo the barricades or (o an immediate sver
throw of the state, but o “make your revolution yourselves, in
your neighborhoods, in your work-places. And if you do ot
make it yourselves, sther usurpers, technocrals or others,
will replace the handful of cigar puffers we nuw know, and
everything will have fo be done again, You alone can build a
free society. .

“You alone know your factories, yaur machines, your hotels,
your universities, your unlong; do not wail for a miracle o

out the phrases like *hig buss', ‘cheap labor, ‘-
ney-maker’ appear in the language of the people who (ntre-
duced those concepts to Quebec.

Many of the major grievances of the last few years in Que-
bec were touched on—Bill &3, the language bill entrenching
the existence of English schools in Quebec that touched off
miassive provinee-wide demonstrations before it was passed
lasl year; the electoral map that created the arlif v large
Liberal victory on April 29 and gave the Partl Québé iz only
seven of 108 svats with 24 ger cent of the vate; the Murray
Hill Limousine monopolies that areused Montreal's taxi del-
vers; the plight of the Lapalme workers, thrown aut of their-
jobs by the federal government; the failure of K.C. Irving to
build a promised paper mill at Cabano in the jower St. Law-
rence region, which had the lownspeople threatening to burn
the Irving-owned forests that surround the town; Lhe closure
of the Yickers and Davie shipbuilding plants on twa hours' no-
tice, throwing more than a thousand skilled workers into the
atreels,

Reeurring through the document are the names of Quelee's
most powerful Institutions — Noranida Mines, the mining
empire that contrels large parts of the provinee's northland;
b Iron Ore Company of Canada and Queber Cartier Mining,
subsidiaries of American steel companies thal exploit the rich
iron ore deposits of nertheastern Quebec; Power Corporation,
the conglumerste that awns much of Gual French lang.
uage press and has extensive inlerests in steamships, rosd
transpart, real estate, finance companics; the Homan Cath-
olic Church; Faton's; Household Finance; 8t James Street,
the Montreal branch of Wall Street and Bay Strear: West
mount, the opulent Montreal suburb that houses the English
elile; Mayor Jean Drapeau’s elegant Momreal restaurant, e
Valssean d'Or—the Golden Vessel.

The manifesta emphaskzed that it is the “big bosses” wha
must be fought but the FL's call extends beyand the very
podr: “there are reasans.  for the fact that you, Mr. Ber-
Reron of Visitation Street (in the eastend stums of Montreal),
and also you, Mr, Legendre of Laval {3 middle-class subur),
who warn §10,000 a year. you do not (eel free in our countsy,
Quebee

On Saturday, Ovtober 10, the day the crists took on an en-
tirely different slant, Premier Bourassa was still in New
York. Justice Minister Choquelte was preparing a respanse to
ihe FLQ's final deadline, set for § p.m. that evening, with a
dramatic television shovedown.

Thal morning, the Premier was scheduled to fly 1o Bos-

ton where he was to meel with 1.8, Senator Edward Kennedy.
Unfortanately, Bostan was fogged in. He had his government
F-27 turboprop wait four hours at New York's La Guardia
Alrport i the hope of weather clearing over Boston. The
plane made an I 1 fog-
Boston Airport before Boursssa fnally gave up and headed
beck to Montreal. The newspaper photograph fealuring Bour-
as2a and Kennedy, ane that was caleulated to strenglhen the
premier's image in Catholic Quebec, never marerizlized

In its stead, the Quebes population was treated to Justive
Minister Choguette's negative raply to the FLQ. A few minutes
later, the FLQ's Chenier Cell made off with Pierre Laporte
and changed everything,

I anything. the kidnap hed the effect of Inereazing the
FLG's slature. It drove home the paint that it was nu longer
& diplomalic problem, better left to Sharp and Choguette. It




hecame a truly Quebec problem and various groups and peo-
ple were reacting to it.

FRAP, Montreal's union-and-citizen-based « 1
movement, publicly endorsed the ohjectives of manifesto,
while rejecting the FLQ's tactics. Tt added that it voukd not
condemn the violence of the FLQ without condernning, the
viglence of the system, and its statement enumersted & long
list of labor and palitical conflicts. It also nuted that the FL
terrorism iz directed not against wage worke i
the viclence of the establishment. However
opled to.fight with democratic means.

The executive committee of the Laurentian and Montreal
Councils of the Confederation of Natinal Trade Unions
nxpressed their unequivecal support of the manifesto,

Montreal Council president Michel Chartrand (now in jail |
said the authorities were getling extremely agitated by the
possible death of two men but did not seem to be able o sum-
mon the same anxiety for thousands of pesple whose lives
were potentially threatened by a walkout of medieal special-

FHAF said it

Later he said "who's scared of the FLQ? Are the workers
terrorized by the FLQ? Are the students terrorized by the
FLQ? The anly peaple who are afraid of the FLQ are those
whe should be scared—the power elile. S0 who says the FLQ
I8 terrorizing the popalation?'

The umion-financed weekly Quéhec-Presse editoriafized
that the FLO'= snalysis was “exact”, and that the horror
of an armed, clandestine movement should be counterpointed
to the horror of the better-armed, equally clandesting es
tablished authority,

A survey of opinlons on “hol-line” programs on popular
French stations in Montreal showed that the vast majority
of callers condemned the actual acts of the FLY, but over
B0 per cent supported the spirit of the manifestn,

A CBC Interviewer took a survey in front of a French Ca
thelic church after 11 o’clock mass en Sunday. and found that
condemnation of the acts was almost universal, but that
hall the people he talked o expressed sympathy for the
thingz zaid in the FLEG manifesio,

Student newspapers came out n Favor of the FLO, some
with grave reservations about the tactles, others net, At
I'Université du Québec, virtually the entire student body
went on &trike in support of the FLO's aima. About 30 per
cent of the faculty walked out toc. At I'Université de Mon-
tréal, 1,500 students struck and said they would go into the
community to muster backing for the FLQ's goals. Several
Jjunior colleges and even some high schools closed down,

But most important was the way the second abduetion ai-
fected the Quebes government.

The kidnapping of Laporte came close to ttering the
Bourassa cabinet and the Liberal caucus. Most Liberal ¥NAs
owed more palitical Iriendship to Laporte tan o the pre-
mier, whose sudden emergence fram virtual chscurity had
antagonized many, Their instince, along with the realization
that any of them could have found themselves in Laporte's
anxious position, was to save the Minister's life even if 1hat
meant compromising with his kidnappors.

The gavernment splil Inte “hawks" and “doves”, and it
took several exhsusting days and elaborate manoeuvring
on bath sides before the “hawks™, with belp from Oitawa
and Montreal, were able to browbeat the “doves’ Into sub-
misshon.

The bardliners numbered foor. Led by Choguette, the
others in the group were Finance Minister Raymond Garneau,
Tourism Minister Claire Kirkland-Casgrain and Finaneial In-
atitutions Minister William Tettey. Those whe wished to nego-
tiate, in the hope of saving Cross and Laporte, lneluded Bour

A, Health Minister Claude Castonguay and Communications
Minister Jean-Paul L'Alller. The rest of the ministers were
confused and undecided

“AL the start,” admitted Choquette in an interview Nov-

ember 3, “not everybody was ai the same poiot. There
was a dilferent way of sesing things. .. we met Sunday (Oct-
oher 11} for the first thme and we had another meeting Mon-
day; another Tuesday and so on'
Thal Suniday, Bourassa met with leaders of the three op-
position parties in hls suite at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel. He
alsn had & 10 or 15minote ielephone ennversation with René
Lvesgpe

At least some of those people got the impression that he
sineerely wished to negetiate with Lhe FLG to save the two
lives. According to McKenzle of the Toronto Star, two of the
people wha were in the room stated that Bourassa mestioned
this War Mueasures Act but was against its implementation be-
eanze || wonld place oo much power in federal hands.

Chogquetie conceded that it took three days. T think it was
Wedneaday thal there was agresment among everybody.
He was prepared to split the cabinet publiety by resigning, if he
dicl ot get his way, with all the consequences that would fal-
lusw b the governiment coflapsed under (he crisis. At one point
hiz resignation lay on the table, reparts Dorminbque ClEft in
the Montreal Star,

“"¥ou know that & cabinet minister, if he is not in accord with
a fundamental devision of his government, it is his duty to
resign,” heexplained later. *I mean my ronvietion was strong
and 1 do oot think T eould bave remained. ..

Choguette’s threal may havee besn enough, bt still other
sleps wers taken o bring Bourassa and the cabinet into line,
Tt has bean reliably reported by several jonrnalists, and Wes-
tell carries the information; that Trudean spent saveral hours
on the phone at his Harrington Leke summer home, encourag-
ing Bourassa to bold fast and refuse serious negotiations.

Mr. Laporte’s appeal (“My life is in your hands Robert™)
and letters sent by Mrs. Laporte to various ministers made
the decision maore agonizing. The cabinet was on the verge of
erumhling.

Mare Lalonde. Trideau's éminence grise, was rushed to
Montresl and later Quebec Chty o buitress the hard-line posi-
tiom

In addition, Beursssa was facing extrame pressure from the
Drapeay-Saulnier administration in Montreal. Most of the in-
Lelligence upon which grvernment decisions were based was
provided by the Mentreal police force and their go-between,
Michel Coté, the chy's chief legal counsel. Earlier in the
week, the Montreal police had arrested lawyer Robert Lemijeny
and seized all his confidential legal documents, in defiance
of lhE pru\mma_ governmeant. Monireal police wore operating

of the . While the
HI‘RMI' éqmpe cunsutlud directly m_h Ottaws.

Bourass was left with the feeling that he had virlually no
comtrol over Quebec's most powerful police force, while being
faced with a Trudeau-Drapean axis that was calling all the
shots.

There is evidence that Premier Bourasss sought desperate-
ly for @ way (o escape the trap in which be was caught—a tri-
angular trap set by the Trudean government in Ottawa, the
Drapeaw administration in Montreal and the hawks in his own
cabinet

To underseore their position, the Trudean government
called in trocps to guard Ottawa and the Parliament buildings.
This ostentatious display of military power prompted a re-
porter to ask Prime Minister Trideau just how far he was
willing ta go, would he curb ¢ivil liberties?

Just watch me,” he answered




ourassa was isnlated from {he spurees of power. If his
conciliatory sttitnde was to prevail, be needed the sup-
port of the people.

On Wednesday, October 14, & group of French
Canadian moderates, led by Roné Lévesque and Claude Ryan
(whom o one had ever imagined as political ailies) along
with all of Quebec’s top labor leaders. isssed an attack
on Trudeau’s statements, lambasted the Premier of Ontario,
Johe Robarts, for shooting his meuth off, and urged the
government to release the 23 political prisoners the FLQ
wanted transporoed to Cuba or Algeria. The group criticloed
“certain outside attitudes. . which add an atmasphers thal
had already taken on military overtenes—({a situation) which
can be blamed on Ottawa.”

It is a matter of general agreement amony the (Htswa press
carps thal it was this statement that tipped the balance, Tru-
deau realized be was losing ground In Quebes, that a Aoed-
tide of opposition to Ctawa was rising. The Bourassa govern-
ment was divided, but a new alliance of nationalists an
erals and separatists and labor threatensd to A1

Negotiations with the FLG were cancelled and fedaral
troops were called inte Montreal.

While troops patrolled the streets of the cit
students rallicd at the Paul Sauvé arena to
Chartrand, Pierre Vallitres, Charles Gagnon and IhL undis-
puted hero of the duy, Robert Lemieux, Fists raised, they
chanted “FLG. . FLQ!", just as Dftawa was prepating 1o
make their cry illegal

While the meeting did have a certain revelutionary tone,
the maln thrust of it was an appeal for coslheadedness, Pierre
Valliéres and Michel Chartrand both szid that the
of troops in the ' i
borrowing frem his 25 years experience in trade umionism
said “never strike when the employer wants you te sirike,”
The message was simple: no mass demonstrations, just go

Dave Tiark
abuul propagating the goals of the movement, bullding sup-
port in a quiet way. This tenor seems to have gone unnoticed
by the press and the FoveTnments.

The Prime Minister haz maintsined ion a French CBC
program| that the Quebec government requested the imple-
menlation of the War Measures Act on Sunday, October 11,
but that l'a [Meml gevernment beld off for five days be-
. The veracity of this statement is in ques*
tion, sinee Qu\!x-r Justive Minister Choguette himself =ajd
t‘\al 'be cabinet did not reach 8 common agreement until
Dctober |
¥ speech on October 30, Liberal MP Patrick
1 the stalemeni by ten Quebec leaders
(the Ryan-Lévesque slatement) urging the exchange of 23
prisoners for the kidnap victims prompted the government
to invoke the War Measures Act because these statements
tended “to give leadership in the direction of eroding the
Il to resist FLA demands.”

Antlony Westell confirmed the motivation:

“Only a few weeks before, Lévesque's separatists had
been extremisis on the Quebec spectrum. With the emer-
gence of terrorism as the new extreme, the perspective chang-
el Suddenly Lévesque was appearing with Montreal editor
Claude Ryan, a nationslist, on a platform urging peace with
the FLGQ-a new, moderate centre, a5 it appeared to some.

“For Trudeay, the moment for d.eclalw action 1o stop he
drift in opinian was I

In a democratic sociely, drifts of upuuom are supposed to
be countered Er opinions. Opinlons are legal. But the
opintens of Québdcois who did not support the FLQ bat
shared some of the views the FLQ and the lefl have been
ing fi ¢ apparently not to be tolerated,
oft Trisdean had to suspend demoeracy. He could
in Quebec by mioral keasership or by the reason of
hiz position. He had 1o suspend the laws of the country and

Last Past




the constitutiondl rights of citizens lo combat a drift in opi-
nion.

On Thursday, Oclober 15, 7500 federal troops moved min
Montreal.

A four in the morning of Friday the ith the War Measures
Act wias invoked

The method

wlice Torces moved swiblly and & mass round-up was

begun.
Any reservations that had been expressed aboud -
plementing the War Measures Act were drowned in
the public reaction to the der of Pierra Laporte (in mys-
terious eircumstances that are still unclear). Public opinion,
nurtured on harrific images of Algerian-ike clandestine or-
ganizations, was re-inforeed with the suirage at the murder of
Laporte. For a while al least, Trudesu did not have to worry
about justifying the incredible War Measures Acl, To point
out the eenlradictions in government state Lo shggest
that there was not in fact very much evidence for the existence
of the much-heralded canspiracy of 3000 heavily-armed guer
rillas in high places, was not only treason to many pesple,
but alse disrespect for the dead. Mo one eould even come
close to challenging Trudeau's unassailable pasition of pow-
er. Silence beeame the order of the day
But 1t was obvinus that as h and revulgion wore off,
more intricate and credible justifications would be required
for the actions of the Trudean goy nent, and for the round-
up of oppositivn in Quebee. Especlally sinee for twa weeks,
the pallee were arresting averyone except |

FLG. Clande Hyan and Hené Lévesque both denied the re-
port Wednesday morning, Ryan in an editorial in Le Devoir,
Lévesque in his eolumn in Le Journal de Montréal.

Hyan strongly denvunced the government for playing the
game of the deliberate leak. “This is 50 gross, he said, “that
the more one iries o untangle it. the more it appears ridicu-
Eous and stopid, 1 was going to write: malicious. T am not
sure of that, Mr, Trudeau and his fricnds are out to get éer-
tain dissiden reverihebess don'l belicve them capabls of
such bageness. I would rather helieve thal they were carried
away by panic.”

Thi St rampeign was on.

The Information now available makes it clear that the
rumors, spread feom the highest cireles, are the very opposite
of what really happened. The alleged 'plot’ to overthrow the
Bourassa government wes in fact, a ‘plol’ to save that goy-
ernment. And sne of the central figures in that ‘plol’ was
Bourazsn iimselt

A partial explanation of what beppened was provided by
Daminique Clift in The Montreal Star on November 2, *'Pre.
mler Robert Bourassa himself,” Clift writes, “was al.the
very centre of the eonsultations which could have led to the
formation of & government of national unity in Quebec, a move
which was later misrepresented by Mayor Juan Drapeau and
angaymous federal sources &5 an sttempl 1o ereate a pro-
wviskonal government sympathetic to the cause of revaluthon.

“The reasaning in circles close to the premier was that
such a gavernment of nallenal unity, taking in representatives
fram ather palitical parties and other groups, would enhance
the authority of the cahinet in facing revelutionary agitation
and &t the same time ensure its freedom of sclion against a

The Prime Minisler claimed the government de '\lrwﬁy
stated the reazans for inveking the Act. slthough ather mermn-
bers of the government zaid that the real reasons would geob-
abdy “never be kno

The first stage of justification consisted of dire forebodings
of armed terrorist insurrections. This wore thin as the Mon-
treal elections teok plecs in &an stmosphere of total calm and
no incidents ocurred anywhere. The seeand stage wes im-
minent.

In his rambling vietory speech on election night. Mayor
Jean Duapeau, wha had swep 0 a fifth term with control
of all 52 cily council seats, referved to “atlempls to sat up the
provisional government thal was Lo preside sver the transfer
of constilutivnal authority t a revolutionary regime.”

Bul Drapeau had been sesing coupe under every bed far
years, so this sl did not send the stery hueiling across the
fromt pages.

The next day, the Toranta Star. in a story by Peter Newman
ithough il did not bear hiz bylines, replete with “high O
tawd spurces”, gave the tale the necessary credibility—s
group of Wuchee intellectuals were planning to replace the
legally-elecied government of Premier Bourassa and the
federal government invoked the War Measures Acl to fore-
stall this enp

Within two days, the country was made  believe that
Ehiz was the real justifieation behind Trudeau's aci. These
were the facls that could nat be old. 11 has since become elear
that the Star was acling as balloon-fyer for the maoss power.
ful people in the Trodeau administeation, and that the story
was & direct leak, if not plant, of the Trudeau cabinet (see
article on robe of media in cris

Newman's siory did not name names of peopie involved in
the suppased provislonal government plad, but it was clear be
was implicating the “influential Quebecers’ who bad signed
the slalement of Octaber [4 calling for &n exchange with the

prip federal influence.”

‘Those whn would have entered a new cabinet, Clifl explains.
would have included Fené Lévesque, labor leaders Marecl
Pepin and Lowss Laberge, a Union Nationale representative
ithis hes in fact kappened with the appointment of former LN
labor minister Jean Cournoyer Lo replace Laparte) and pers
haps Claude Ryan.

In an editorisl replying to charges that he was involved in
A plol Lo wsierp the legally cunstituted government, Ryan said
that an Sunday, Octeber 11, his editorial stall had discissed
various options apen o the Quebec government. (me of Lhe
hypatheses worked oul was a government of national unity,
He then asked Lucien Saulnler fur his reaction to that hypo-
thesiz, along with other possibilities. Ryan alse said he had
spoken to Boursssa during Lhe crisis.

The atternpt ta form & government of national unity that
conild bolh deal with terrorist activily and maintain Guebec's
euthority agalust the urgent encroachments of Ottawa did not
ar. The idea came up in conversation belween Boar-
a friend after federal troops had already entered
\dun:mm and just hours before the proclamation of the War
Measures Act: T thought of that,” Bourassd said, “but it is
Lo Late.

Bourassa had also, as CHIL repurts, “actively encooraged
Claude Hyan and René Lévesdue, and other people in the
public eye, lo issue & statement saying that the lives of the
two hostages were far more valushle than abstract reasons
of state ™" This ia the origin of the Ryan-Lévesque statement
of October 14, later used by the rumor mill to blacken the
signers” reputations.

For if it was toa late for (he idea of a coalition government
lo succeed, it was not too late for the truth to be so distorted
that lhe strange tales of plots and revelutions end insurree-
tons and coups d'étal were raised Lo a new and staggering
level.

With the government carciully, almost eoyly refusing to
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give the public a clear account of what it knew or believed,
the caubdron of rumors eontinoed to bubble. 1t was nod until
Friday, October 30, that Prime Minister Trodeau provided
sdditional information, and when he did it was in the form of
a new sensation. The government, Mr. Trudeau said, had
had “solid information™ all along about an -effort to form a
provisional regime at the height of the orisis, If the attempt
bad seemed fo have any chance of suceess, the federal gov-
ernment would have acted to prevent it, Trudeau indicated
1 would be awil!]l;v interested,"” he sald “4n somebody try-

Ing o replace a legit the in-

formal press conference, the prime minister made Claude
Ryan his particular target, even pausing at one point to twist
Lord Acton’s famous dictum that &ll power corrupts and ab-
solute power corrupts abpsolutely, by saying, in clear refer

ence o Ryan: “lack of power corrups; absolute lack of
pawer corripls absoluiely,”

But while Mr. Trudesu admitted he had known about the
attempt. and said he would have been ready to prevent it if
necessary, be made no mention of the fact that the efforts
10 shore up thedivided snd weakened Quebar cabinet had been
daone with the knowledge of the premier of Quebec himself.
Nor did he address himself to the faet that, had such efforis
succeeded. and a coalition gevernment installed, this weuld
have been a legal and constititional step, one that has many
precedents (perhaps the best-known being the British Nat-
jonal Governrment in World War II, with Churchill's cahinet
representing all parties.

Rather than deal with important questions like these, Mr.
Trudeau left the impression that the Queber government, al-
ready menaced by an FLG “apprehended insurrection” had
also been threatened by 4 seoond level ofplotting, this thme

1ehec itz who

tlon has the imprisoned preamer saying: “AL least they could
let e read Le Devo

Om the night of November 8, PQ leader Rend Lévesque,
(whose actions thronghout the whole crisis have been directed
toward providing support for the Bourassa government) told
& cheering public meeting’ that Trudeau acted through the
présent crisia like a “fascist manipulator.”” Lévesque rarely
lapaea intn the jargon of student leftists,

He told the crowd of about 1,000 that Jean Marchand, Jean
Drapesu and “above all™ Pierre Trudesu “profited from the
situation in order to gel a hold on Quebec so 28 to transform
the GQuebee governiment into a type of puppet with which they
cotld do almest anything.

“Itwas a ¥ i i o, of the

population with this in mmd

“From this paint of view, in the precise sense of the word,

, Pierre Elliott Trudeau conducted himaslf like a fascist manl-

m;l{.ae defined such manipilation as that which .. iries its
hardest o force to the edges of society all those who den’t
agree £0 a3 to leave & place only for it." The solution to the
FLQ, he said. lay in reforms such as better housing and re-
ducad unempioyment, not in the repression of all dissent,

The niceties of terminolugy ke “fascist” may or may not
be helpful to arriving al an appraisal of Trudesu's motives,
but the fact that a liberal moderate like Lévesque, who
strongly condemned the FLQ, should voice such a charge |s
Impartant.

The government's tactic was the tactic of the pre-emptive
strike. The suggestion that it was limited to terrorism stands
pale. Tt was alsa aimed at separatism, 1 could be easily ar-
gued that 1t was aimed against Quebec nationzlism of any

|

bar by
]nped w0 stage a coup d'état. A bemevolent Ottawa, he im-
plied, had stepped in with the War Measures Act to save the
uebec government from both extremists and moderates.

The results

he effect of thé backdoor leaking of the “provision-

al government” idea extended beyond pgiving the

governmenl more fustdication for mainaining the

War Measures Act. The first wave of coup theories,
smearing of FRAP, references in separatism beiug the nat-
wral breeding ground for terrorism, and the arrests of non-
terrorist politieal leaders, labor leaders, inteliectuals and
journalists had the effect of tarring the left with the brush of
the FLQ.

But the ''‘provisional gevernment” rumors, the slurs on a
consérvative, Cathalic natlonalist like Ryan, moderate labor
leaders like Pépin of the CNTU and Laberge of the QFL.
René Lévesque and Jacques Parizesu of the PQ (all signa-
torles to the declaration of October 14) were aimed af destroy-
ing the eredibility of cenire that
Anthony Westell apoke of. and tarring that too with the FLQ
brush as {in Drapeau's words) “the provisional government
that was to preside over the transfer of constittional author
ity e a revelutinnary régime.”

The campsaign against the left and the separatists widened
into a ign against all signi Quebsac apposition to
the (ilawa government.

In Le Devoir of November 7, editorial cartoanist Barthio
draws a Premier Bourassa sitting in a darkened cell that is

- his office in the Legislature. The windew on his office-cell iz
covered with metal hars shaped in the letters PET. The vap-

the: of any strang national gov-
-emmem In Quebec City. At least, that has certainly been i3
effect, as French newspapers in Montreal query in their edi-
torla 'Where is the Bourassa government?"

MeGill University professor and PQ member Danlel La-
touche told a MeGill teach-in on October 22: “The federal
government, Ontario and English Canada will neser let Que-
bee separate even by legal means, even if the Parti Quéhec-
ois wins the nex! election. A lot of us thought they would be-
fore, but recent events have shown that we canoot expect
that.

If this is what the net hauls in, one can assume this is what
the net was put out to haul in. Marchand’s radio statement
that it is necessary to ferret oui alzo those whe ''do not re:
course to violence' has become & realily

Ta stop a drift in opinion. democratic rights were suspended.
To crush a conslitutional iea—Quebec nationalism or even

paratism—the ion was in affact There
iz no opposition in Quebec City. It is questionable whether
ihere is an autonomons government of Quebes in Quebec Clty.

Like Lynden Jahnson, faced with the prospect of a demo-
cratie, left-liberal government in Santo Deminge, Pierres
Eliott Trudeau moved in.

LBJ had his lists of “'known Communists” to justify the in-
vasion, Buf the New York Times found that several of the

“known Communists' were in fact dead, others were out of
the couniry, still others were in jail.

Trudeaw = revelations of conspirecies are of the same order.
He will no doubt come up with documents to “prove’ his
charges;
On Oetoby

such documents have been popping up for years.
- 20, the Torvnte Telegram came up with an Alice-
and repart of tereorist phots 1o assassinate five hun.
thehecers; these reports wil recur,

al coup d'etat this Oewber was carried oul by
Fierre Elliott Tridean, who with one stroke effected & vast
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shift of palitical power. Trudean
the Cross-Laporte kidnappings,'’ =a)
onomist Jacques Parizesn, to carry oul
frontation which had to come soone:
and Quebec.” He set hack political

“aelzed Lhe -Jppuuuruly af

to “what kind of people are we dealing witl

Public Order Temporary Measures Act, 1970 dilfers from
the War Measures Acl in essence only in that it gives de-
tainees access to legal advice, lessens the arbitrary peri
of detention, and narrows the application of the Act to Que-
bec.

It is still legal to advocate the ideas and principles es-
pouged by the FLQ, a5 if the FLQ had a monopoly on Marxist
i anid permits pros n on evidence
even before the War Measures Act

made the FLQ illegal.
But the new Act is accepted by evervone—including the
New Democratie Party—bevause it i5-a toning down of the

War Measares Act. It's not a substantial tonin
thing. A more basie peint is being buried in e thunderous
stampede to consenl Lo amd approve of everything the gov-
ernment dees: the government has yet to jostify the imple-
mentation of the initial War Measures Acd in the first place.

But the government has ather priorities nu\v Thl.‘ bittar pi]i
was swallowed happily by the public, and opposition part
rushed to pat the government on the back. 'M)sr i important
now is to consolidate the strates

Anthony Westell gives some clues about how this will be
done in his column of October 29:

“—There will be more private and public suppart from
Ottawa for Premier Robert Bourassa, as the legitimate gov-
ernment of Quebec.

“—The federal strength will be advertised in every pos-
sible way; the Maple Leaf symbol announced last week 15 not
8 foalish gimmick but part of a planned campaign by Infor-
mation Canada to strengthen the federal image.

“—The French-language CBC service
more closely under control, to eoelude
ous programming, and wavs s
vate media, which have been too easily n-su-rl by FLQ propa-
gamiiztg.

“—French Canadsan opinion lesders who buckied under
FLQ pressures and were willing to compromise will be quietly
diseredited. Separatist leaders will be pressured, while the
public mood is unfavorable, to moderate their positions and
stop agitating agaist Oltawsa

Westell ends by stating Trudeas's objective: .

down of any-

will be brought even
ny trace of danger

to polar.

PoLICE

Foint de Mire

First, a long winter of silence will descend on Quebee—and
then, perhaps. the corollzry of long silence and pent-up frus-
trations: the explesion of fettered national and class griey-
auccs atcvlmg smong the unemployed, the young, the poor,
I, the labor

ze opinion in Quebec, forcing the choice betwesn
and federalism, a gamble he is confident of winning, "

Eut the effects will extend further than Westell predicts:

There will, beginning early next year, be a spate of paliti-
cal trials (for now Canada does have indisputably political
prisoners, under the War Measures Act rather than the crim-
inal code) which will drive home day after day to opponents
In Quebec how dissidents are helng dealt with.

There is and will continue 1o by Montreal & feer to en-
gage in open political organizing as long ag he special powers
are in force; a3 long as the prevailing winds of public opinion
remain [alt!ﬂ\d to the governments. th i i
trive their propozals for identi
eonteol svar peaple will tighten; pe
will be hurriedly stomped on; journalists
they had before these events and many w
not very employable commadities. .

In shart, one of two options, or perhaps boti one after the
other.

Initially, Trudeau attempted a pmmy which depended on
broad support in Quebec. The policy failed because that sup-
port did nol exist. The result was a new policy—a poliey of
making a virtual desert of all oppesition in Quebec, radical,
liberal, nationalist, even, in some cases, conservative, The
instruments of that policy were the War Measures Act and
its successar.

This policy two depends on public support, this time the
Blind, uninformed support of English Canadians, It cannot
suieceed without their siippert. They are being used as pawns
in a cynical and destructive game.
glish Canadians most declde whether they are willing to
b used in that way.

This article wos researched and written by Last Post

i the assistunce of jowrnatists who werk for the

umbflshmrw needin in Montreal, Ottawn and Quebec
ity
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MEMOIRS
Of

PRISONER

by NICK AUF DER MAUR

he day after the War Measures Act was passed, &

friend carne up to me and said he had seen my place

being raided on TV. “What?"' (That's the term most

peaple used ta react to fresh developments through-
out the whole affsir.) It trned out it wasn't my place, but
the apartment where 1 used to live. T sublet it to & group of
South Vietnamese students and they were all arrested, It
was hard to figure aut, because they had little or naothing to
do with [ocal politics. But from the beginning, the arrests
had seemed indiscriminate.

Over the weekend, I ran into all soris of people, Many of
them were very apprebensive. “They ean hold you for 50
days. . incommunicade.” Old tales of beatings by the poljce
were resurrected. The arrests kept up.

It ook & while 16 sink in, but it did. Everybody was up for
grabs. The disturbing thing was that not too many people
seemed disturbed. “If you have nothing Lo hide, a clear con-
seience. then you heve nothing to worry about,” was the usual
i m & Lot of people, “1i's only almed at the FLQ.™"
. the palice were armed with a blunderbuss,

The eity scene was filled with police cars racing to and fro,
Timning red lights. Truek loads of soldiers Jurched through
the strests. One was reminded of American generals in Viet-
nam: “Just give us the tools, and we'll do the job.”

There they were: the RCMP, the Quebee Police Farce, the
city of Montresl police, the army regiments and paratrobpers
from weird, faraway bases; the geim, but comtented-faced
sulnclolhesmen. The city was completely open to them. Ar-
o who you like, search and raid wherever
were, a5 one wag commented, as happy as

mg-s in'a puddée.

But, like the generals in Vietnam, they didn't get anywhere.
And this worried more people. The poliee will get angry,
arrest mare pegge, beat them up. More and more people were
staying at the bumes of sequaintances.

Pierre La pw le was killed over the weekend. And there was
5

peoplL that kind of talk made one sound suspiciousty
like a sympathizer of {he FLQ. One of English Mantreal's
most popular radia commentators, Rod Dewar, a liberal, was
yanked off the air for his views.

Tueesday night. we were sitting in a tavern. A friend came
aver and said my apartment was raided. | phoned up my
tandiord, who lives in the building. He told me they arrived
about 7 o'clock, & dozen or so in and out of uniform. They
searched the entire bullding, including his living gquarters and
ue sigre. The girl who lives downstairs has a big dog
i= trained to growl al sirangers. They pulled out guns
and were going te shoot the anlmal lo effect an undisturbed
search. The landlord was advised they had this right, since
Lhe owner wasn't there to keep the dog at bay, Cooler heads
prevalled and they decided to forget that apartment and
search mine, They seized my passpart and & few papers,

The nexl day al work, just as Twas about to go to lunch, 1
received a telephone call from Cpl. Tumaz of the RCMP;
“We'd like to talk 1o you, We'll meet you in five minutes at
the corner of Stanley and Darchester,”

"Are you gring to arrest me?'" | inguired,
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“We'll see. We just want to talk to

“Can't it walt until after lunch.
ments. .

There was a mutfled noise, then the voice:
five minutes, we'd like to lalk b you.”

“You're going to arrest me,"” | said,

“Wa jost wand tn talk to eon,'

I discussed it with my vnl]eagura None of the previousiy
arrested people had been released yet. The police can ]
o i long me with oo reason.

What the hell, 1 thought, 1 have nothing to hide, my con-
selenee 5 clear. 8o, along with two colleagues for wirnesses,
Twent 1o meed them a block away,

Their car was in & parking lot and they were smiling, these
two detectives from the RCMP. They told my friends every-
thing was OK and they could go, they just wanted to talk to
me privately in the car.

We drove a half a block and parked.

“You went to the Lemieux press conferences. Wha did you
sl

They acted friendly and slightly apologetic. They wantad to
know if T recognized Paul Rose and Mare Carbonnean or
anybody else af the press conferences. T didn't.

Whal aboul the FLE, or {he cells? Nothing that hazn't been
printed. “T don't know anything,” 1 said, “We believe you "
ome of them chuckled.

Well, the two men in the front seat drew closer, what about
“fureign organizations?”

*“are youkidding." I replied, telling them I thought all (hal
stuff, like Montreal Gazette stories about Cuban waiters at
Expo "67 spending weekends treining guerrillas in the Laur
entians, was s lot of booey.

“How aboul the Black Pantbers?” 1 told them I met one,
from California, on & visit here and he barely knew some
peaple spoke French in Quebes.

They langhed and announced they “had” fo take me o
Parthenais street, the provineial police headguariers, 1
asked them wha decides who should be arrested. *Higherups',
was the answer,

At Parthenais Street, they drave into the wrong driveway.
1 guessed these twa hadn't brought many people here befare
e, We were direcled towards the basement garage. Combat-
equipped soldiers searched the tmink of the car before we
were let in,

In the basement we waited for an elevator, A hige barred
gate appeared to bieck off the area, Right beside the elevatar.
ihere were two cells with steel doors and small glass win-
dows, They were brightly §it. T looked inside. Thers was
nothing. They were the size of closets, two feet wide and
three and a half feel long. 11 logked vminous.

My two RCMP Friends ook e up to the fourth Aoor where
they left me to be checked in. | was led down a narrow cor-
ridor, through a series of electronleally-operaled barred
gates. We arrived at a cell with a steel door and 4 small
glass window. Inside, it was four paces long and two and a
half peces wide, with & zingle steel bunk, basin and teilet
bowl. The far wall was all hars,, .on the other side of the
bars there was & corridor with windaws. T had a magnificent
view of Montreal (he east face of the Mountain, with the
TV tower and the cross, all the big downtown buildings in
the cily's west end. Across the sireet, near the approaches
Lo the Jacques Cartier Bridge, there was some sorl of build-
Ing being used by the army. If T stood on one of the cross
bars, | could see into the strest and the laneway and ob-
serve the comings and goings of army vehicles,

Here 1 was, 1 thought, T hadn't done anyihing and dida’t
know a damn thing about “an apprehended msurrection.’

T made areange

“'Meet us in

What are Lhey doing with me. . I wasn't particularly worried,
sinee | assumed everything would be sorted out. It was quiet
where | was, so-all I could do was think. It kept recurring to
me that I was a political prisoner. It doesn’t matter that I've
done nothing. Thal train of thowght, which could be depress-
ing, was imnferrupied an hour faler hy wvoices. I called out:

', there's a
. It turned sut T was in the gemmi <:9II of a long
ldnl see anyhody but we could talk. They asked
my fold them. A whole bunch of [amiliar voices
Tang oul H.l WNick. . what are you doing here?"

mid to be in the company of all the ' grossss |égumes."
Gagnon, Lemicux, Michel Charirand, The closest

cone o e was Reggie Chartraod. Greetings were short.

They were hungry for news of the outside. They told me they
only knew of Lapories death when they noticed Aags fying
&l half-mast.

We shounted back and forth. Everybody seemed to be in

clivered to our cells. Tt was surprisingly good.
hey didn't keep up the same standard through-

After supper, | was taken lo be fingerprinted and photo-
Eraphed.

In the evening, Reggie Charirand did most of the talking.
He was bitter that there weren't more protests on the out-
side agsinst the War Measures Act, He was particularly dis-
pleased with the students

Y5 fument du ‘pot’ el font vien. Cest des ‘punks’ avee
diplomes.™

T expected | was going b be put through sll sorts of inter-
ragation: Bui, aceording to the others, interragation was only
cursary, minimal, Aside from being kept in the cells gll the
time, everybody was falrly well treated.. no rough stuff.
You even got used to sleeping with the lights on all night
We were allowed o keep our cigarettes but had to call a guard
for & light. They were always obliging.

The next morning, Thursday, nothing much happened ex-
copt they allowed one guy out to take a shower. Later. they
led @ new prisoner in. I looked throogh the window amd rec-
agrilzed Iisn s e wallked by. I shouted to him, but he eouldn't
88 (18,

When be was installed in his cell and the guards laft, some-
bady asked him where he god arrested.

A the University of Quebec.” he-answered,
Ing elass. Two guys carne in and Look me out,"”

I dechded that the two cops who arrested me didn't come
up to my office net lo save me embarrassment, as they in-
timated, but to avoid the appearances of police statizm in
respeciable places. Universities. obviously, aren't respect-
able.

After lunch, & couple of guys, including Reggie Chartrand,
were led away and never came back. A while faler we noticed
Reggle standing on the streel across the way, Sanity, T
thonght, they'll soon be releasing me

A guard came by and opened the door. This is it, I smiled.
He: just wanted my belt. A while later I was let out of the cell
while a cleaner mopped the Aoor, I felt good just standing out-
shde, In the corridor, all of 30 secands. Clang.

Arcamd 4:30 three other guys and myself were called and
led aut to where we were checked in. We felt good. One day,
for me, everything s sorted oul. They gave us our personal
be]nngnu;w hack, counted out our money, I put my belt back.

I was teach-

The four of us were pul In an gevator which resembled a

mohilé cell, and brought up to the 10th floar. We went through
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b same checking in process, 1 asked them whal was going
an. A guard said that the fourtl floor was simply a detention
centre, run by the police, and this was a real jall, run by
prisaon authorities.

We were forced to undress as they thoroughly searched
our clothing, our bidies and even gur hair.

Our new home was located on the 15th fieor, in cell block
1} Al | was assigned coll number 2, wnich made me 15 AG 2
(13th flaor 4 gauche' i the left), The cell was slightly
bigger, although a bit dank. Afier dinner, they let us out of
our cells for a half-hour recreation period, The four of us, the
new arrivals, shook hands with everyone else and said hello
Afterwards it was oack intn the cells. Up here, there was al
least something to read. A quick inventory of the library pra-
duced: 1wn copies of the Readers’ Digest in French, one in
English; ane in Swedish and one In Butch: two copies of For-
tune: & 1068 izsue of Time; and, pecullarly, & Frenchlang-
uage magazine from Poland.

“The makeup of the prisoners was pretty interesting. While
there was a heavy contingent of intellectual types, there were
very few students, The prisoners represented a fairly gan-
eral cross-seciion of Quebee society. A Canadian Ambassa-
dor’s son accupied a eell down from me. His neighbor was a
wonstruction woerker, assigned by his unlon 1o guard Charles
Gagnon after his life had been threatensd by same myster-
dons right-wing group. There were poets. union officials,
workers, leachers, students, journalists.

In the evening, we chatted back and forth, not seeing each
other. Samehody read one of those quotable quotes from the
Readers’ Digest: “When I was young, | used to think that
socialism was the mathematics of justice; now | know it is
the arithmetic of envy.” The guote srovoked much lively
debate. consisting mostly of epithets and denunciations of
brainwazhing n b gocial-prison syslem.

A couple of the prisoners played a game called Hattleships,
in which eag:h player has & sheet of paper with numbered
squares, crossword puzzle Fashlon. He tries o bomb the ships
by guessing the squares where the ships are lcated. Throwgh-

"Soldiers and police were every-
where. . Ihey acled as if they were on
lop of things,"

out my stay we could hear them playing, calling out num-
berz to one another: Bevalulion 4 (square T4}, Imperialism

Zapitalism 2, Liberatlon 5, Evidently none of them was
ar with the army,

W prisom, no one talked about the FLG, at least not
in apecifie terms. Since we had shaclutely no news of what
was happening on the sulside (we later learned the guards
had instructions not to el us anything) we were in a sus-
frozen state. Almost all the people 1 was with had
since early Friday morning, when the War Measures
Al was decreed, 50 1 was a sounghl-afler source for the la-
esl developiments,

My favarite story concerned The Gazette, my former em-
ployer. It seems that on that Friday, or perhaps it was the
Friday before, a Gazette poliee reporter phoned the office
from police headguarters, The pelice had staked out a small
farm house aurside Varennes, on the South Shore, where
Cross was being held. “This could be it." he told his editor,
“There might be a shoot-cut. better get someans over there,”
He gave the exact location of the house. A half hour later
he phoned back the office to give additional information.
“Don’t worry,”" the editor zaid. “we've got the whole sitoa-
tion under condrel. . we've sent out & reporter and photo-
grapher ina helieopter. . we'll swoop in, get pictures. ..

The reporter cried gut, You fools, or something to that ef-
fect, it's & secret stakeout. The police are hidden. You'll give
them away.

From deseriptions 1 heard. complete panic broke out at
The Gagetie, Somelhing along the lines of Dr. Strangelove:
““Bring back thal plane!” The editors ran around in & frenzy,
they just kilied Crass, they were ruined,

During their first call to the Department of Transport at the
i an official exclaimed: “Is this some kind of publicity
" and hung up. Fortunately, for the Gazette's col-
lective nerves, they got through in the nick of time and radio-
ed the helicopler back. OF course, in the end, the police tip
was all wrong anyway.

That pleased them. 5o did the news thal on the day the WMA
was enacied, a radio statlon in Quebec Cily continuously
played Pauline Julien songs (she was arrestad) and Mikis
Theodorakis music

The next day, Friday, there was a variation in our routine.
We were allowed out of our cells most of the afternoon. We
played cards together and generally had a pleasant time.

In the evening everylhing changed, at least for me.

1 was called for questiening shortly after supper. I was led
down to the 10th flaor, Mo & litke office used for client-lawyer
consultations. There was a detective from the RCMP and
one from the Montreal city police. They didnt give their
nAMES,

The RCMP man had @ three-page form which he flled in,
asking me my mother's malden name, schooling &nd all sorts
af personal data,

Then he asked me things ltke why | went o Valliéres' house.
I tald him (truthfully} that I'd never been to his house. They
asked me ahout other people I knew, like Mario Bachand,
who served time for the 1463 FLQ. He jumped bail a vear
and a halt ago on a very involved charge which resulted after
five policemen were discovered videotaping a private mest-
ing being held in a sehosl hall. The meeting and everything
abaut it were legal but Bachand was charged with extortion
and several other things when semebody else relieved the pal-
ice of their tapes. He went to Cuba where he is now probably
smaking cigars and curting cane,

The toning was almost |, with the RCMP
man duing most of the talking. The other detective was wril-
ing something on a note pad.
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“Tuesday night, we ware sitting in &
tavern.”

AL vme point, be slid the pad over and asked me wn wrile
ol the alphabet, first i capitals then in small letters, I ob
lige, all the time keeping up the talk with the ather one. Then
Twas asked towrlle oul a few senlences. T wrote: Now is the
tirne for all good men fo come o the aid of the party anc
The quick browst fox. Sull talking (o the other fellow, he asked
me to sign what T wrate I did,

Curivusly, they never asked me about the current FLQ
or it 1 knew anything abaut it.

I was beought bieck to my celf block. The other prisoners,
somee of whorr still hacdn'd been questioned after a weak. asked
me whal happened. |isld them, Some of them rescted with
horrar when I told themn | signed the things T wrete. “What
else was on the paper’ they asked “Was there sny hlank
spaces [or them to fill in something?™

Stupidly, T realized that maybe | had been had by one of
the oldest tricks in the book. Al r'rpaiiun | wenl badk o
my cell saying “stupid. stupid, stupid.

Up umtil that point, despite the fact I knew better 1 always
had a vague assumplion that the po. if not the autherities,
acted an goad faith, that they were really only after people
they thought guilty, Mow | hiad a very different feeling. They're
out to get everybady, They were probably under enormous
pressure fram the governments 1o prodice resulis, and they
were going o do it one way or another, The thought was de-
pressing,

Lyimg down on my bunk. 1 recalied a discussion §had a few

_days earlicr with some foreign journalists

The foreign journalists seemed more worked up ahaut the
consequences than {he lwme-grown variel: this hap-
pened in the Stales, all hell would break loose,” said one.
“This could never happen in Britain,'' added snother over &
beer. “What aboul the Bill of Right: somebady asked. He

wag ineredulvus when 1 told him we've only had one for five

years of se. T threw in the fact thal we've only had a nation-
al flag for a few vears. Far good measure, 1 sabd that the
elertions coming ug in Montreal would be the first here with
universal suffrage. Proviously, only properiyv.owners and
water-tax payers could vote. [ told them about the Padbsck
Law under Duplessis, when police could lock up an apart-
ment or & bullding simply by declaring it was used for
“Opmnunisr™ purposes.

I told them a few things about Canada’s coonomic situslion,
about the 80 per cent foreign control, about French-English
relations and about a number of other things As the dis
cussion carried, I realized that fromm a foreigner’s paint of
wview, the picture of Canada a3 a banana republic 15 easlly

To add a little colar to this view T said; “Consider this: in
1842 Michel Charieand was Jean Drapesu's campaign man-
ager when he first ran for public office. Today Drapesu is
Mayor of Montreal and Charteand §s in jail. in 1063, Pierre
Ellictt Trudeau personally selected Pierre Vallitres as his
successar to the editorship of the magazine Cité Libre. Today
Trudeau is Prime Minister of Canada and Vallléres is in jail.
In 1967. René Lévesque drew up his thesis far a sivereign
Quebee within a Canadiay ecunomic union. Mest-of te econ
oqmic part of the thesis was written in Robert Bourazaa's hase-
ment with his help on his fypewriter. Today Bourasse is Pre-
mier of Quebiec and they're going 1o tey and drag Lévesque
under with the FLG."

Sitting in my jail call, eonsidering the War Measures Act,
the police, the politicians, the sitoarion and everything else,
1 started e think that maybe this is the crunch and we're all
going 1o stey in jeil for a long time as political prisoners,
Considering the hysteria on the outside, this jail cell rea-
soning seemed pretty valid &t that paint.

T dosped off.

Bix a.m. Saturday we were awakened for broakfast, featur-
‘ing 1he usual, sickly smelling coffes, the most wretched in the
world. I wondered whal the coffee was like in Brazilian
jaila.

The rest of the day was uneventful, unthl about §; 00 i the
afternoon when a guard arrived with a package lrom my dear
mother, [t contained & change of clothing, my Montreal
Capadiens hockey swealer, @ bilingual copy of the Ordinary
of the Catholic Mass and a blegraphy of my palron saint.
St Nicholasof Flue whe is also the patron saint of Switserland.
{He was a peasant. soldier and a political Ggure

Seeing the contents, this big burly gy came up o me.
arebbed me by the shoulders and sall: * You are o rue French
Canadian, despite that funny name,”

An hour or so later, one af our cell binck malés was called
and 1odd o pick up his belongingz and leave.

A enuple of bowrs laler T was called. A bunch of us were
being released. Before we were lel out, we were once again
thoroughly searched. Um Friday 1 hed procurcd a pen and
paper and had kepd a few diary noles. These, along with my
8. Nicholas baok, were ennfiseated on the way out

The processing took about an hour During that time I
talked with 8 middle-sged worker who belanged Lo a cliizens’
committer in one of Montreal's prorer areas. He' had been
arrested an hour after the WMA was deereed. The police
broke down his door and teok him away from his family. Af-
ter eight deys in jail, he thought he probably had fost his
job.

The stupidest thing aboul il though. he said, is that they
never asked him a single guestion,

MNich Aufder Mawr bs o mencher of the Last Post editor
inl co-opeTative.
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Dear Sirs:

Muyhe we can attain some real power by way of consum-
ef hoyeotts, 1 suspect, however, that following your list
of don’ts {and do's) will result mostly in the bovestier
feeling virtnons (other peopls do the sume by going to
church to listen to sermons against evil) but will produce
little change,

The “Roventier's Guide™ has more thun the two limi-
tations it admits. It is in the nature of a catch-all list:
there is a fajhire to make necessary distinctinns between
simple problems and complex ones, between ecologically
reasonable and unreasonable targets for boveott,

Some of the targets for hoyeott are incortectly identi-
fied. Welcl's that makes the grape juics has never been
connected with the Welch that made the Tohn Birch Soc-
iety; Hobert Welch got his money from the eandy-miking
Welch's and I've not seen their candy in Canada. Welch's
Geape Tuice is a farmer-owned co-op based in western
Iew York State. Unlike Califormia mast of the firms
are small and worked by the families that own them.

Other targets are of marginal relevance (o Conadians. 11
seems more Lo dhe point bo list corporate kackers, it any,
of the Edmund Buree Stsciety than of the Johmn Birch Soc-
iety.

In this day of corporate conglomerates in diverse busi-
nessas using o multitude of trade marks each, and acting
i5 ench others suppliers, the boycotting of a single named
product is unlikely to make much difference Lo the corpo-
rate balance sheet, To altempt an effective hayceott we
will have 1o know not only the name ¢f our immediate
target, but also the names and products and trade marks
af companies thal own or ane owned by our target,

And without sume communication other than a drop in
sales of a product our message will not get through (maybe
Maritimers just don’t like the taste of Coke as well this
year? ). We need (o invent additional means (o make our
boyeoll sten. One way might be passing cut post-cards
at supermarkets far customers to fill out, one copy for
the store manager, one for the target, One example might
real:

1 did not buy ——— bottles of CocaCola today. It
was availahle only in non-retumable containers. T
am baycotting all beverages sold in one-way glass
comlainers.

Stop littering my world.

The Califorma Table Grape strike/boyeott owed its
success ta factors that are not typical of most of the listed
dargets: most of the growers struck and boycotted were in
o other business than grape geowing; the product was easy
for the consumer to identify: Lo Ciusg attracted a large
nurmnber of volunieer propagandizers in the collepes; it had
widespread support {in principal et least) from organized
labor at the end; there was a serike a3 well &5 a boyeatr:
there was the highly visible suffering of the migrants 1o
evoke sympithy Tor the boveo d the resolution of the
problem was really quite simple, even though it was dif-
ficult to arrive at settlement,

Even with these plus factors working for it, it took five
very dilficult years to settle it. Many of the issues we are
confronting are far less dramatic, are nol subject (o smple
resojution, and may require two or three times as long to
Tesolve,

I don’t mean to imply that @ consumer boycott or selee-
{ive buying campaign is doomed to ineffectiveness, Wlat [
am saying is that unless such campaigns are clearly focused
and intensively purseed and tenaciously carried cut they are
likely to be a waste of time and likely to delude many of
the well-meaning that scmething has really been dome. The
pathway to hell, seological or theologicul, is paved with
good intentions.

Tor focus boycotts 1 ofter the following eriteria:

{4} Local culpability - Scott Paper should be high on the
list for this ares, political pollution financed for Californ-
tans by Disney, low; (2} Fulnerability - the tighter and
quicker the economic squeeze a boyeott would produce
the betier (conglomerates and firms selling mest of their
cautput outside the area would not be eusy targets, nor
would firms that sell mestly (o bulk users, i.e. pesticides
and herbicides mostly sold to farmers and governments);
(3} Existence of significant consumer sitematives - phos
phate content of detergents does vary widely, so il is pos-
sible (o gel clothes clean and boveol! high-phosphate deter-
Eent — it is not 5o easy 1o find o non-polluting altarmate for
the intermal-combustion car:/4) Figh probebiicy of change
in the short run - winning, or at least making significant
progress, is necessary for morale, for taking on bigeer of
tougher targsts, for paining and mainluining momentums,
(5} Liakility af targe! fo ather forms of pressure - is the
targel subject to suit under present laws or can the legisla-
tive process be used Lo change the laws of can an emplovees
sirike be supported and expanded 4o include social and!or
ecolopical Bsues?  {We must consider here slternative as
well a5 complementary means. It would be wasteful of
limited resources to both boycotl and sue if elther one by
itself would do the job); /&) Prominence of farges - it's
hettar (o win t & highly visible target than an equally
guilty obscure larget;( 7 Reasonableness and significance
of Hie case - you have to be able 1o make sensible  case for
aon-trivial goals (while the clutter of unneeded coat
Fangers may annoy greutly it is hardly in the same class

a5 mtations ciused by 2.4.5-T, either in effect or argeab-
exs af the campaign - the timing of a boy-
cott may he vary important, sither because you cateh your
target when he is weakest, o becayse that which you ane
trying 1o save will not wait and will be irrevocably damaged.

If The Mystert i Iy serious about a boyoott-

vk B0 da, The list published
1l e examined for plausible targets and




added 10 0 pared as seems reasonable. Then each targel
should be examined in detul for its suitability Tor bayeott
actinn, rather detuiled briefs be drawn up, and the three
o four most siitable turgets be named, und the entine
belef and supgested courss of action published by you.

Yaours tuly

Peter €. Limmer

Hulifax

THE EDITOR'S REFLY:
Right on
D it

Digar Sir:
He: Your Tssue Augest, 1970 and the
Boyeotter's Guide Pollution Tlerm 3

We are the Solicitors for Sanitone which is 2 division of
Emery Industries (Canada} Limited of 639 Nelsan Street,
London, Ontario,

We specifically refer 10 #nd wish to comment on the
article appearing your August, 1970 edition, page 16, Hem
3 under the heading “boycotrer's gulde POLLUTION™
which reads *Support vour ecosyslem by avaiding these...

3} Cleaners whe use sanitone sznex, milo or tnpruf

a5 mothproofing spents. All of these substances con- |
tain DRT {Sanitone is 100 per cont DOTY which can be
absorbed thraugh the skin.”

Please be advised that the tradename “Sanitone” covers
250 ficenced Sanitone dryelednass of our client across Can-
ada, The {rudemark “Sanitone’” covers many drveleaning
processes and products, ane of which is Sanilone BEAS
which his been not only taken off the market but all inven-
togies of Sanitons 3445 have been recalled sgainst & full
credit. Saintone 8345 did, in faet, contsin D.D.T. How-
ever, the said Sanilone 8845 wes not ut any time used by
mare than 10 per cent of our ghient's 250 licenced Sanitone
dryeleancrs, 1t s noted that wou have stated “Sanitone is
100 per cent DT, is not correct and works a great
Injustios on the vast majority of vur client's 250 licenced
Samitone drycleaners.

For your information, our chient is now in the process
of ohtaining approval for 2 new methproofing product
whicl it hopes to marked in the near future and which does
not contain D.D.T.

Az you con well imagine, your mugnzine's position, il
pursied could resull in substantial damigs to our client’s
name and all its licenced Sanitone drycleaners.

On behalf of cur client, we would request your wrilten
eonfirmation that you have discontinued your derogatony
references to the tradename “Sanitone™.

Yours truly

Hirrison, Elwood, Gregory
Littlejohn & Fleming,
Barsisters and Solicilors
Landan, Ontario

THE EDITOR'S REFLY:

We gre of course very plessed to hear that ail Sanitone
dryeleaners have recently discondinued their wse of the
DT product Stnitone S8435,

Mr. Littlefohn states that Sentione B845 at no fime waz
wsed By more than 10 per cens of the chain's 250 stores.
That offers some slight comfort md we apologize for imp-

Iyving that all of the stores used this product, But it is
difficult 1o kncw fuse which 10 per cent were uzing San-
tone BE45.

Again, Mr. Lirtlefoln, we gre most pleased to feqr that
the Santtone drycieansrs chain is no longer using a DO
hased produgt in their drycleanivg PrOCEss,

Dear Sir:
0f all he ways to comment en Mr, Wilbur's article entit-
led Educstion in the Robichaud Eru, perhaps no way is bat-
ter than to let Mr. Wilbur tell il like it is, His attifude on
math and his own math experience summarizes the article,
Mr. Wilbur savs:
“Mathematics has heen = boon to o mathematic-inclimed
but ctherwise medicere shdent .., § should mention
that T received excellent marks in math,,.”
He also does justice through his article to mediocrity,
Sincerely
Hazen F. Colabress
Graduate Student
Faculty of Education
University of New Brunswick

10% Off All Purchases At

HERBY'S

MUSIC STORE
306 Queen Street
Fredericton N.B.

with student cards




AGAIN

we ingluded 3 short ieemin the “Back
t hagan:

When Frank picked up kis mail ane day lazt

e fiend the following fetier it
envelope, hundwriiien:

COLLECTING

nonths

pkx’r‘a
Fr

Tark
1 tried to reach you by phene today. Pleass
phone me at 475-0000 as soon 4 posssible as |

unk telephoned this
red to his surpriss - and

promising letler-writ
disappointment - th
scton collection ageacy.

Some wieks after the magazi
wring letier in a plain envel

uppearad, we received the
and the same hand-

aiting to hear from Frank
Sinee you appear to be quite clase fo him,
could you hive Bim phone me at 475-00007
f incerely

ANSWERS FROM IRVING?

1ts nod too much {o expect that within the massive
¥.C. Trving indusirfal conglumerate there might be some-
1ld answer 3 few queries about pollution con:
* latest playtoy - Canaport, a deep-
water terminal for some of the lurgest ol tankers in the
Western Hemisphere,

Naoticeably absent from all the publicity aboud hving's
latest monument to his credo that what's goed for frving
i pood for Mew Branswick, is any information shout podlu-

NO

30

Back of the Book

tion control.

While civic and provincisl officials were praising the
opening of the facility, not one word was fertheoming
it what might happen if there was an accidental spill
ora leak from such hehomethis of the ceaan like the 212,
000-20m I, .Haynes or the 228 600-ton Bosford, two of
the first vessels to de Canaport,

A call in mid-September 1o the Irving headrguarters in
Saint Juhn about pollution control devices was met with
o reply of “Ihe person you have to speak o s ouE af tow,
e waon't be back u xf woek.” When a follow-up call
Mystertous Easl was

1 finally met with a hit of success, We were
ay Connelly would be able to andwer our ques-
ticns, After getting through to Mr, Connelly, he was cord
i &, hut unfortunately, he said, he couldn®t provide
taway, He'd have to do a little checking
*d gel right back with sume SNSWeTs,
waiting.

A POLICY FOR MEN
AND ANOTHER FOR THE REST

1t is unlikely that the chain of Zefler’s stores. throughout
fhe Maritimes would admit to prejudice, and sven bess ik
that they would be picketed by protesting members wf a
Women's Lib caucus, But then the sign posted high on the
wall in the stifT washroums uf all Zeller's stores speaks for
itself:

Young MEN {emphasis oars) 1o trai

for erore managemert. Qualifications

2§ 1o 28; high sohool graduation, feader-
ship ability, S25.00 reward fo the person
referving @ condidare whe i fired and
repmuing With us for four monhs,

————————-——————-—

DETACH THIS FORM

AND ADD $5.50

FOR THE NEXT «TWELVE » ISSUES OFthe mysterioust

NAME

ADDRESS

SEND TO POST OFFICE BOX 1172 FREDERICTON NB
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