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What is OPIRG anyway?

OPIRG stands for the Ontario Public Interest Research Group. We are a
student-funded, volunteer-based organization at the University of Toronto
that promotes and engages in action, education and research on a wide
range of social justice and environmental issues. We offer the opportunity to
build a wide range of skills while working for meaningful social change. OFIRG
Toronto is part of a Canada-wide network of FIRGs based on university and
college campuses.

In addition to our many Action Groups, radio show and newsletter, we
also run a small resource centre open to campus and community with
publications on a wide range of environmental and social justice issues. OFIRG
sponsors and supervises student placement programs and research-for-
credit courses that allow students to engage in academic projecte that are

relevant and useful to community organizations.




America has been the dominant power of the world.
It claims to be based on democracy and freedom
of speech. On the surface, these values seem to be
a great step forward for humanity, when compared
to colonial and imperialist times and the resulting
oppressed minorities. However, when one digs
deeper and examines how America maintains its
power there are interesting results.

Looking back over the last three centuries
the dominant world power at the time
used military force to socially op-
press other cultures for theirown ¢~
benefit. After WWII when the
Americans became the world
power they generously gave
“aid” to many countries to help
and rebuild from the after-
math of war. However, this
aid came with a few strings.
Any country that accepted
American money could not |
spend it on social programs
or assistance. They had to
spend according to american
rules. This meant massive cut-
ting of social programs, finan-
cial assistance to the poor and any
other government spending deemed
anti-capitalistic. This plan was called the
Marshall plan. In essence it created a situation that
was perfect for America. America had a booming
economy and was the only industrial power left
undamaged by the war.

This set the stage for American power to flour-
ish. The American industrial machine was in full
gear supplying virtually the entire world. During
this time many institutions were setup that to this
day help the “American way of life” flourish.

COMMITMENT TO ANTI-OPPRESSION

Since the end of WWII the United States of

* cally destroyed and readjusted to benefit the United

nomic institutions such as the World bank, the
world trade organization (WTO), and the Interna-
tional monetary fund (IMF) “guide” developing
countries into the industrial mold. This is a pri-
mary cause of poor working conditions of the third
world. Workers and even entire societies are kept
in line with hopes of the American dream. They
-~ , o are fed visions of cars, washing ma-
oo chines, and all the “modern
comforts” that hard work will
eventually bring. However,
when examining the true trade re-
lations between the developing
world and the industrial world, it
becomes clear that nothing has re-
ally changed over the last two cen-
turies. Third world countries pri-
marily export raw materials
and low value goods to the in-
dustrial world. Value is then
added in the form of manu-
facturing and the now high
value goods are exported
from the industrial countries

* to the third world. With this
continuing cycle, the third
world countries have no hope of
[i+, escape. In essence the Ameri-
' can have achieved the ben-
efits of coloni-alism and imperialism with-
out the expenses of an occupying military force.
In the past oppressed workers could lash out against
the oppressing military force. With American co-
lonialism there is no visible presence to lash out
against. Thus, many cultures are being systemi-

States. The more things seem to change the more
they stay the same.

OPIRG recognises and protects the right of all OPIRG members, staff, volunteers and visitors to work'in an

environment thatis safe andfree fromdiscrimination and any harassment based on race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion,genderorientation, age, ability, culturereligionorclags. OPIRG will provideopportunitiesforpeopletodevelop

the abilities and attitudes which will contribute to maintaining this environment, and volunteers are expected to
make use of these opportunities wherever possible. The Board of Directoreshas made acommitment tochalleng-

ing all forms of oppression bothwithin and outside this organisation; witha focus onwhite privilege.
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Thomas Jones: A Quick Comment

on Race and:P

By Renée Ferguson

These are treacherous times to b
under the skin of a Black man. If?
like these that to exist as a man
skin can easily award you the statu
ist, thief, murderer and general pro
society. Those sworn to protect
got you mixed up with another B
or because your skin colour se
the stereotype of the rapist, thief,
and so on. These are treacherou
be living in the skin of a black man
ers, hide your sons; wives lock you
and sisters, beware because Phar
to slaughter the boys again. %

A Black man pressed on to the cold
concrete ground with no protection from
the violent horde of police is an image that
we are used to seeing in media. Like a beast from the
sea: it resurfaces every once in a while, breathes some
air, and goes back under. When I first saw a frozen
image of Thomas Jones, on the cover of Metro, I as-
sumed that it was an article recalling another infamous
beating of a Black man by L.A police. Thomas Jones’
story does not stray from the patterns consistent in
police brutality: Philadelphian police officers identi-
fied him as a suspect in a crime, believed he was re-
sisting arrest and felt the situation was ‘appropriate’
to beat his body bloody. I want to make use of Jones’
situation to address several issues and concerns on
police brutality, specifically in relation to race and pub-
lic reaction. I admit that my own experience with po-
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Thomas Jones

lice brutality is limited and therefore I am working from
the experiences and testimonies of friends, family, co-
workers, and published literature on the subject. The
bond between police violence and marginalized com-
munities has been forged. We rarely get the opportu-
nity to observe one without taking into account the
other. People of colour, people from the psychiatric
community, the homeless, gay, lesbian and
transgendered communities, and those who organize
around these communities are often harassed or sub-
jected to excessive force by police forces. In Novem-
ber of last year, homeless and anti-poverty activists
from Toronto, Kingston and Montreal, natives from
Tyendinaga, Akwesasne and Gananoque gathered on
Parliament Hill to demand action on the issue of home-
lessness. The group was attacked by dogs and pepper
sprayed. Last summer in California a SWAT team en-
tered the home of a family of Mexican descent in search
of narcotics only to shoot dead an elderly man, Mario
Paz. No narcotics were discovered, and a different
name than that of the family was on the search war-
rant. The frustration in Jones’ case is that there is a
discourse that attempts to rule out racism as a factor in
his beating. Reports that there were black police of-
ficers present among those who delivered 59 kicks and
punches have de-racialised the beating - turning it into
a situation in which a man who just happened to be
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Black just happened have the shit kicked out of him
by police officers. To engage in such discourse takes
away from the fact that we live in an all-encompassing
patriarchal, racist, classist, and heterosexist society. All
of us who live, breathe and die in this type of regime
subsist under its rules, eat its food, breathe its air, go to
its schools and so on. With the fluidity of this patriar-
chal, racist, classist, and heterosexist disorder spilling into
our veins, is it not possible for all of us - even those of us
from marginalized communities - to inherit or adopt some
of its principals of self hatred and hatred of others? To
note that a Black ‘crime suspect’ + police officers + vio-
lence = racism is elementary, but to attempt to analyse
the means and methods in which we are all implicated in
these forms of racism becomes a little more difficult.
Elian Gonzalez coughs and we have in-depth-twenty-four-
hour-coverage-on-CNN. Brittany Spears goes shopping
downtown and we get ‘the scoop’ on the front page of
the Toronto Star the next day. The Queen Mum turns one
hundred and we see some serious social commentary
going down for the occasion. Yet another Black man is
beaten to a pulp by police officers sworn to protect ‘the
people’ and there is nothing more than a soft murmur
from the general public. How is it that human flesh,
bloodied and batted by black boots, receives limited pub-
lic attention? My suggestion is that there is a specific
and narrow definition of who makes an appropriate vic-
tim of police violence, who can render sensitivity and
outrage, and what kind of action and response is appro-
priate from the public. This victim can be a child or adult,
female, white, heterosexual and is not ‘tainted’ in any-
way -meaning that she has had no criminal or moral record
that we, the audience, can see as her doing. The problem

Women's CeAlre

363 Spadina Ave., Room 100. 978-8201, Hours: Mon-Thurs 1-5pm

A welcoming space that provides referrals and

a place for people who are interested in po-
litical activism to meet, socialize, and organ-
ize. Programs and groups include the Food
Bank, Coming Out/Questioning Your Sexual-
ity support group, Women of Colour group,
Committee in Support of Dr. Chun, and a va-
riety of workshops. Social activities are
planned regularly. The Women's Centre fo-
cuses on issues such as sexism, racism, homo-
phobia, anti-Semitism, classism, ageism, and
disability. Collective meets weekly. All women
are welcome. Wheelchair accessible through 3
rear entrance.

with this definition of this victim in regards to police bru-
tality. If this is the only type of person who can stir our
compassion, a person who is not a part of group tradi-
tionally affected by police brutality, then we will not see
it as a problem. In other words - if its not happening to
the ‘right’ people, it’s not a problem - or not worthy of
coverage. Picturing the image of Thomas Jones as say,
as white woman - mother of five sprawled out on the
floor as ten police officers throw punches and kicks at
her defenceless body would have made North Americans
sick - and it should. The sound and sight of a black
police boot ripping in dark flesh again and again should
alarm us with as much intensity. The use of excessive
force against the people by police officers is an impor-
tant issue to organize around. Excessive police force has
been used against members of marginalized groups and
those of us who stand in solidarity with them. We must
be thunderous. We must make a protest. We must make
noise on the issue. Let the public know what those who
are supposed to be protecting us are doing. Put up post-
ers. Create webpages and information on police brutality
to awaken anyone’s consciousness. Talk. Talk. Talk. At-
tend the demonstrations. Be a safe haven for victims of
police violence. Know your rights. There are no easy
band-aids to the situation - but we cannot solve a prob-
lem if no one is doing

anything about it - ac- >
tion speaks louder than / The Edge \
words.

| have seen

The victim.

| have seen
The murder.

| have seen
The thought.

| have seen
The action.

| have seen
The witnesses.

The eyes have heard.
The ears saw.

The tongues lied
And the law upheld.

| have been there.

Have you ever been there...
On the edge of violence?

N

By Rudyard Fearon
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OCAP: JUNE 15TH

by Sue Collis

OCAP organized June 15" based on the real and legiti-
mate grievances that poor people in this province hold against
the Harris Government. A request for a delagation to address
the legislature was denied on the excuse that it was contrary to
the traditions of British Parliamentary rule. For people who
must send their kids to bed hungry at night because they can-
not afford to feed them, for homeless people watching their
sisters and brothers on the street murdered out of sheer preju-
dice and hatred, and for OCAP, an organization that repre-
sents these people, such an excuse is not acceptable.

What transpired on June 15" shifted the terrain of resist-
ance. People suffered concussions, broken limbs, lost em-
ployment, were criminally charged and some detained in cus-
tody until trial. That people held their ground in the face of
police lines that were clearly on the offensive (not to mention
fully galloping horse charges), demonstrates a will to resist a
Government equally determined to maintain its own repres-
sive agenda.

As just one further example of this agenda, the Provinde
is presently moving to force workfare on First Nations com-
munities, contrary to court order. A court determined that First
Nations bands are exempt from forced compliance with the
workfare component of Ontario Works. It ruled that the Pro-
vincial Government did not have the moral or legal right to
intrude on the way First Nations communities determined to

a !’)i‘:‘
° .

deliver their determining social service policy on reserves, it
left open the possibility of privatisation. Taking full advan-
tage of that, the Province has issued an ultimatum that com-
munities implement workfare within three months, or the serv-
ice will be cut entirely and run by a private body off reserve
where workfare participation can and will be made manda-
tory. The Federeal Government finances 94% of welfare for
Indian communitites while the province is only responsible
for 6%. This is an example now of a Government that is af-
fecting legislation not based on fiscal responsibility, but rather
prejudicial and discriminatory policies aimed at the further
marginalization of the poorest in society.

Similar ‘principled’ legislation is planned for labour, that
will result in further workplace instability and unemployment.
Students who struggle with increased tuition face entry level
jobs, once secure on the basis of union strength, now tenuous
atbest. The Government expects longer hours on the job, lim-
ited pay and contract work as a prerequisite to gaining stable
employment. Clearly this is a long term agenda that is de-
signed to serve and benefit big business and its continued ex-
ploitation of the working class.

On June 15", OCAP made its position clear. The State for
its part, made its position equally clear. The current political
climate dictates that the time for a common struggle
is now. A strong alliance of OCAP, its allies and .
supporters , Indian Nations and labour makes the suc- | &
cessful transition towards a just and dignified soci-
ety possible.

FYI: There have now been 34 arrests.

Artwork by Kikoo Lee

Policing will seriously
damage your health

Health Canada
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DAMMING A PE@IPILE’S R

IGHT TO LIVELIHOODS

The Story of the Pak Mool Dam in Ubon Ratchatani, Thailand

By: Fritzie A. Chavez

We reiterate our resolve to enhance ASEAN economic
cooperation through economic development strategies,
which are in line with the aspiration of our respective
peoples, which put emphasis on sustainable and equita-
ble growth, and enhance national as well as regional
resilience.’

e

These are strong words that the Government of Thailand,
one of the founding members of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN), committed itself to. And
yet on 16-17 of July, a bloody confrontation took place
between the villagers of Isan, located in the northern prov-
ince of Ubon Ratchatani, and the police. The villagers
entered the Government House and were met by teargas
and batons. An estimated 200 men, women, and one
child were arrested and charged for trespassing. These
were the desperate attempts of poor farmers and fisherfolk
to call the government’s attention to the loss of their live-
lihood caused by the Pak Mool Dam.
The Pak Mool Dam was first proposed in 1985.
Funded by the World Bank, but owned and operated by
the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT),
it was to be located at the junction between the Mool and
Mekong Rivers. With an envisioned capacity to generate
136 megawatts of electricity, this meant it would be a big
help in providing Thailand’s burgeoning cities with much-
needed power. However, this also meant that the farmers
and fisherfolk in its vicinity would loose the only form
of livelihood their families have known for generations.
In 1987, an explosion shook Hua Hew, an area in the
Mool River, killing thousands of fish and destroying vi-
tal ecosystems. Without any form of popular consulta-
tion, this was how they found out that the dam’s con-
struction had begun. Alarmed (and with good reason),
the villagers started a letter writing campaign to EGAT,
the Government, and the World Bank in 1990. Their pleas
were ignored, and the Pak Mool dam was completed in
1994. The government paid a compensation package of
Bt 30,000 to each family that lost the right to fish and Bt
35,000 for every rai of land that a farmer owned. How-
ever, many villagers are not landowners and simply farm
the land of other people. This meant they did not receive
any compensation at all. The government also misled
them by saying that despite the construction of the dam,

their fishing livelihood would not be affected. This, of
course, was untrue.

Since 1994, efforts to decommission the dam are in-
creasing in momentum. This is largely due to the fact
that studies by environmentalists and ecologists now show
that the migration of fish is both upstream and down-
stream, within and between rivers in order to feed and
spawn. However, the Pak Mool Dam blocks this migra-
tion, thereby significantly bringing down the fish popu-
lation in both the Mool and Mekong Rivers. For the
fisherfolk whose lives are dependent on a bountiful catch,
this meant even more poverty for an already neglected

sector of society. Not to be defeated, the Forum of the
Poor was formed in December 1995. Spearheaded by
cluded other rural and urban groups and individuals whose
lives were affected by development projects that have yet
ate that the issue on hand is not about money, but rather,
the loss of livelihood handed down from generation to
the Forum of the Poor has mobilized itself to take ac-
tion, and its members have now been
Bangkok for a year. As mentioned earlier, g
bloody clashes have occurred between the
the government to open the gates of the dam for a portion
of the year so that the fish can migrate into the Mool
The government response to the people’s plight has
however, been one of denial. Supin Panyamak, the as-
affected fisheries in the river and that before anything
else, they will have to prove their claim. From the infor-
partment, local income from fisheries has increased [from
stocking the reservoir]. In addition, Theeraphat
evidence of fish from the Mekong River migrating to feed |
and spawn in the Mool. (Ironically, the government can-
to assist any fish in its migration.) He is quoted as saying
that,the only change since the dam’s construction has been

the villagers from the Pak Mool Dam area, it also in-
to prove beneficial to the common people. They reiter-
generation. In light of empty nets and loss of farmland,
camped outside the Government House in
government and the Forum of the Poor. They would like
River.

sistant governor of EGAT asserts that the dam has not
mation we have received from the Royal Fisheries De-
Thongkam, EGAT’s aquatic biologist also denies any
not explain why EGAT built a fish ladder at the dam site

w & * continued...
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in the structure of the fish population in the Mool River.
This is because the dam created a reservoir, which changed
the river’s condition from flowing to still.

These statements from the government exacerbate the
negative impression that other Thais have of the villag-
ers. They are unjustly accused of as being troublemak-
ers, and even blamed for the drop in foreign investment
in Thailand. In truth however, there is a real impinge-
ment on their economic right to a form of livelihood. Dr.
Tyson R. Robert, a researcher at the Smithsonian Tropi-
cal Research Institute has been studying the Mekong River
basin for more than 20 years. He says that opening the
gates is not the solution, the real solution for the Mool
River is to remove the dam. Dr. Robert adds that the fish
ladder is only conducive to smaller varieties of fish, since
the bigger ones are cannot fit into the narrow concrete
ladder. True to his words, a fish weighing nearly 100
kilogrammes was found by the villagers struggling to get
past the concrete dam and into the Mool River. It was
later found with bruises all over its body, and soon after,
died from exhaustion. Another problem with the fish
ladder is in its design. Built only for the variety of fish
that go upstream, it is useless for those that need to go
downstream during certain seasons of the year. In re-
sponse to EGAT’s allegation that only the fish popula-
tion has changed, The World Commission on Dams
(which the World Bank, true to its Janus-faced nature,
established) reported that 169 out of 265 species of fish
in the Mool River have been affected by the dam. Un-
fortunately, 56 of the species have completely disap-
peared. Moreover, the problem will no doubt spillover
to countries like Cambodia and Laos - since Thailand is
not the only country that benefits from the Mekong and
its fish stock. This has already begun in Cambodia, where
the fish market has almost disappeared due to the con-
struction of the Pak Mool.

Although the human rights issues surrounding the dam
may not be reason enough for bottom-line technocrats to
decommission it, its efficiency as a power source cer-
tainly is. Although officials claim that closing the dam
would mean blackouts and power shortages in the north-
ern provinces, a recent study has shown that due to a gross
miscalculation, the dam generates an average of only 40
megawatts of electricity,a far cry from the initially esti-
mated 136 megawatts. Furthermore, during the months
of August and September, the waters of the Mool River
are even with the- Mekong. This means that there is no
headwater to run the turbines and hardly any electricity is
generated at all.

The plight of the villagers is far from over. Although
it would be highly improbable to return the Mool River
(and subsequently, the Mekong as well) into its original
state, the government has failed to undertake the neces-
sary efforts to preserve what is left of it for its people.

The case being as such, as many as 174 members of the
Forum of the Poor are on hunger strike as of writing this.
They are hoping that this bold move will finally bring
them justice.

The Pak Mool Dam is only one of many examples
that highlight the exclusion of the common people from
their own government’s development agenda. One can-
not help but agree with the Pak Mool Declaration drafted
by members of the Forum of the Poor. The people must
set up the country’s development direction. The people
must be the real beneficiaries of development. And the
poor must participate in decision making involving de-
velopment projects that will affect them?. If the Thai
government i§ serious about its commitment to the
ASEAN 2020 vision, then it will stand up and take no-
tice of its villagers’ plight. But as of yet, this remains to

Footnotes:

1. As stipulated in ASEAN Vision 2020, a declaration by the
Heads of States and Governments of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on 14-16 December 1997
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

2. As delivered on December 14, 1995 at the Dan Kao village
in Ubon Rachatani, Khongchiam District, Thailand.

* FRITZIE 1S A HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST WITH A PARTICU-
LAR INTEREST IN THE VIOLATION OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL,
AND CULTURAL RIGHTS. GHE IS CURRENTLY BASED IN
BANGKOK, THAILAND AS AN INTERN VITH THE ASIAN Fo-

“RUM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (FORUM=-ASIA). OTHER RESEARCH

PROTECTS INCLUDE CANADIAN MINING ACTIVITIES IN THE
PHILIPPINES. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU CAN REACH

HER AT: FRITZIE.CHAVEZ°UTORONTO.CA

@&mﬂmglu: S
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rResyst

by ramsey affifi

Much of the behaviour we see in the field of biotechnology
stems from a widespread belief in an only partially complete
framework. It's the confidence that a biotechnist has in her
understanding of genetics that makes her most frightening
feature frightening: she confidently recombines DNA. To
deny that great advances in 'knowledge' in this field have
been made would be sickening - but it is more sickening still
to consider how much knowledge has been lost at the
expense of this new framework. The geneticist says: "it is
tempting to believe that | am doing the right thing, | have had
some successes. | have had predictive success with some
of my hypotheses - must be on the
right track. What do you want from
me? | am merely attempting to
'unweave the rainbow', uncover
hidden mysteries and hidden gifts. &=
Besides, any scientist knows that

the universe is stranger than it
appears, how else can we uncover
its beauty but through empirical
testing? Every genetic
recombination is an experiment.
From it we either confirm past
hypothesis or gain data with which
to formulate new ones."

Although | understand and feel the
beauty that some of these scientists
‘experience’, | ask why they are
erroneously denying the facts which
they implicitly depend on. ltis, like
many things, a depressing bit of
irony that the scientist's
experimentation implies two
precisely opposite things about the
experimenter:  the ‘'act of
understanding' and the 'experience
of unknowing' are always in the
same step. An empirical study,
through the very act of studying,
presupposes knowledge to be
gained, hence an initial
unknowingness, yet what
experiment can be formulated
without some hypothesis, some confidence that 'this time
we've figured it out'. Has science ever known?

Now | come to some important questions. We can safely
say that no scientist has ever made the claim: we completely
understand genetic structures. If this is the case, then what

the Church
Biotechnology

of

is the basis for making a value judgement between using
and not using 'genetic engineering'? It is measuring
weights on an imaginary scale.

Most geneticists feel that there are going to be mistakes but
the benefits will vastly out way them. How was this
judgement possibly made?

This judgement was made. This means that a geneticist,
who admits he doesn't fully understand, implicitly assumes
he knows how much he doesn't understand! He is equipped
with trust in the notion that the increase in knowledge in
doing the very experiment is of greater worth than the number
of mistakes made through the process. This idea is very
common and very useful in certain circumstances. Of course
achild decides that the benefits
of bipedalism out weigh the
bruises of learning. But s this
always the case? We must be
wary of such
overgeneralizations. Why
would there be a necessary law
that this = type of
experimentation should be
equally healthy in every
situation? Do we have any
reason to believe that mistakes
made in creating new life forms
would carry the same risks as
learning how to walk? How
was the jugdement made that
we can safely redirect the
course of evolution, the very
process that created us in the
first place? It is unacceptable
that this judgement was made
without considering the
expanse of ignorance with
which our current models of
the genome are founded.
Consider- can we predict
through genetic analysis a
single pleiotropic effect?
Pleiotropic effects are the
unintended interactions of a
gene with surrounding genes.
Our predictive capability of
such phenomena is nearly
zero; the information we gain about pleiotropy is merely in
hindsight. But by thenthe creature has already been created.

| am going to suggest an insight here since technology
desperately needs some normative guidance. It may seem
almost tautological so it frightens me how it is consistently
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ignored. Here it goes: the accuracy of our
risk assessment is equal to the amount of
information we have about the phenomena
| under question. Granted that we understand
i things on different levels, some larger some
{ smaller, and granted that we are clearly given
the most amount of information on the level
of direct perceptual consciousness -we must
be forced to concede that we will never ever be able to
understand the world 'better' through macroscopic and
microscopic frameworks and their accompanying riddles. In
fact, if we attempt to see more value in some atomistic
interpretation of reality we are doing more harm to
understanding then good. We must recognize that atomism
is merely a perspective, partially truthful; yet completely
wrong if we see it as any 'more real than the perspective of
the universe we are given through direct consciousness. We
are right dab in the middle of the mind-boggling vastness of
the universe. |tell the geneticist: be careful in over believing
your mental constructions of faraway lands.

Is it arbitrary that the universe should appear simultaneously
most complex and most convincing on the.same level that
we are designed to see it? We try to attain si}r\plicity through «
the telescope or microscopeand forget we: are looking
through a lens. ook at the universe: billions of light-years
across- do you know how much that is? And we only see it.-

universe, presumably one thing, appears to us in many ways
on each level we look at it, with many incompatible...
philo of science is psychology.

annby

\JUVI Ij

The argument between 'reductionism' and 'holism' is
absolutely ridiculous. How small or large do things have to
be before being considered a fundamental unit? Ecosystem,
gene... Neither direction has meaning; we have no reason
to believe the universe is finitely large or small. And if it
were, it would make no difference. And besides, what about

the abundance of feedback loops between higher and lower
levels? Is an organism a genes' way ofmaking more gene,
-or is a gene an ecosystems'-way, of making more

ecosystem?

Those who desperately want to alleviate themselves of
freedom, those industrious gene-seekers- Do you understand
that you can't deny the primacy of your consciousness
because everythingthat you can and ever have experienced,
including your so called ‘gene theory', you have experienced
throughit? Sorrytosa -you do have freedom. If you mess
up the world through your genetic experiments it is you that

are held accountable, not your genes!

hs

'Yeah, bu‘tvscience is the best we got. And there's something
valuable in our attempt to try." -Why should | have faith in
this humanist desire?'

get simpler. As we travel from galaxies to clusters of galaxies =

and superclusters; our grasp lessens. Gravity reins, there.
is,no ‘meanings’ or 'subtle interactions', none of the
complexi%re onearth and here in our minds, the universe
seems on higher levels much less.complicated. Sure there

is always phenomena we don't understand. But look how
trivial and one-dimensional the problems in astrophysics are!
Now look inwards, through the billions of molecules to the
hundred odd atoms to the handful of subatomic particles-
even our ignorance on these levels is simple. There.is simply
no complexity in our understanding. Why do problems on
our level of direct perceptual consciousness seem:

‘most
complicated? Because we have more information ‘héf@g
this

because our bodies have evolved to see the world on
level. N #X
b

Now- is this a property of the universe or our perceptions?
Maybe itis a property of the universe thatit should be concave
in complexity, tapering in either direction, with us miraculously
in the most complicated region? You must be joking! This is
a logical error. The complexity of atoms must be at least as
complicated as the complexity of life and of superclusters,
because they are all the same thing. Atree isn'tany less a
tree if you walk a couple paces away. Our brain, with all of
the hundreds of billions of neurons that comprise it, is part of
our galaxy, the Milky Way. The universe at large is what it is

through a microscope. There is as far as we can tell, only
one universe- why do people act as if there were many?

Idealism never died. It was just found inconvenient. The

Sorry. There are too many unanswered questions, and
besides | love life. |love its behaving naturally and freely. |

'don't like seeing slaves. | love looking at a rock and seeing

atiny little spider crawl over it. | love not knowing what The
Function of this behaviour is. | love things with unimposed
utility. The experiment isn't safe because it isn't based on
any epistemological foundation, butit's fucking ugly because
itis the 'factorization’ of life. Darwin's 'central message' has
been created and recreated by many interpreters, so let me
venture my own: we now know that all life forms are equal.
Genes are not recombinable- we have neither the right nor
the ability to 'improve’ other life forms-What is wrong with

my criticism? | don't know maybe it's a 'genetic thing'-

the only war that counts

the only war that counts

the only war that counts :
is the war againt the imaginatiori
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Chinese migrants

and Canadian Sweatshops

Introduction

BetweenlateJuly andearly Septemberof1999, four
dilapidated boats arrived on the B.C coast, carrying a
totalof about 600 immigrantefromChina. Theyhadno
documentation, and were immediately branded as
“illegals” by the mainstream press. The uproarwould ul-
timately result in harsh changes to Canada’s immigra-
tion laws.

The mediawere unanimous in their condemnation of
theillegalimmigration. Thestorysoonturnedintoasen-
sation, with the Reform Party and racist groups helping
to stir up public outrage. Diane Francis, editor of the
Financial Post, wrote columns attacking immigrants:
“These refugees and immigrants can be deadly: An ad-
equate medical screening process doesn’t exist”, read
one headline.! More recently, she has called for a mora-
toriumonimmigration.

Thefour ships did not warrant morethana storyor
two buried in the back pages, but were nonetheless
treated as a national crisis, with all the major newspa-
perswriting editorials on theissue. .

Although the 600 immigrants were not a national
crisis, therecent efforte of peopletoenterCanadafrom
impoverished countries around the world is a signal of
theutmostimportance. It signals changes in the insti-
tutions that govern our lives—corporations, and their
larger incarnation, the state. These changes, and the
problems to which they give rise, are inextricably rooted
inbothrace andclass.

Debunking the media story

Manypeoplecalledfortheimmediate deportationof
the migrants, without even a trial, because the people
had entered the country illegally. In fact, as everyone
familiarwith refugees knows, this is the normal mode of
arrival of refugees. “Legitimate” refugees arevery often
fleeingthepersecutionoftheircountry’s owngovernment,
and under the circumstances, thereis often noway for
arefugeetogaintheappropriatetravel papers. Alithough
it should hardly have been necessary to point this out,
severalgroupsdid, suchastheCanadian CouncilonRefu-
gees and the Chinese National Council 2

Perhaps moreimportantly,thelevelofacceptance of
refugeesintoCanadashouldbeputintoperspective. The
600peoplewholandedinCanadaonthefourboatscon-
stitute one five hundredth of one percent of Canada’s
population. Even the anhual total of immigrants to
Canada, which has fluctuated around 200 OO0 for the
past ten years, is less than one percent of Canada’s
population. The notion that Canada accepts a dispro-

by David Shiga

portionate number of refugees is without foundation.
Canada has roughly fifty thousand displaced people liv-
ingonitssoil. Manyothercountries haveoveraquarter
of a million displaced people within their borders, includ-
ing Pakistan, the United States, Ethiopia, Sudan, Iran,
China, and Lebanon. Thisis not really afair comparison,
because Canada is far more capable of absorbing refu-
gees andimmigrants than most of these countries, be-
cause of its enormous land area—Lebanon’s land area
ismuchlessthanonepercentofCanada’s—andextreme
wealth comparedto other countries.

As usual, the corporate media studiously avoided
any hint of context. Coverage was overwhelmingly fo-
cusedonquestions oflawenforcement, without pausing
to examinewhythe migrants were coming and whatwas
drawing them here. Although the media did make refer-
ences tothe poverty of the migrants, and thefact that
theymightendupworkinginNorth American eweatshops,
they were scatterred, and never pursued, while typical
headlines read “Latest arrivals reignite refugee debate;
MF to propose tighter laws for asylum-seekers”, and
“Chinese migrant kids get care; B.C. government must
legally assume guardianship.™ :

In his 1997 book, Forbidden Workers, Peter Kwong
suggests that theissue should be examined with ideas
of supply and demand in mind. There is a supply of po-
tentialimmigrants because of problemsin China, includ-
ing economic and political inequality and the deteriora-
tion of working conditions by American-owned business
inChina. What mightbe surprisingtosomeis thatthere
isactuallya demand,onthe part ofbig, brand namere-
tailers and manufacturers, for illegal immigrants to do
this sort of work.

Furthermore, theresurgenceof Canadian and Ameri-
cansweatshopsis partofalarger, andimportanttrend
whichthreatens allof us: arenewed campaignwhich has
already allowed corporations to erode labour rights,
wages, andworking conditions, hot onlyinthe ThirdWorld,
but hereinCanada as well.

The Subcontracting system

The pastfewdecadeshasseen sharpdeclinesinunion
membership. In1980, almost 44 percent of workers in
the Canadian clothing, textile, and knitting industries
belongedtounions. In1992, thefigurewaslessthan 26
percent.* In Quebec, the decline was even more marked,
dropping from more than 50 percent, to less than 30
percent. In the United States, union membcrship has
fallenfrom35percent oftheworkforcein1955to11 per-
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centin1995.°

Why such dramatic figures? There are surely a
number of factors, but thereis little doubt that the in-
creasingly prevalent practice of “contracting out”, or
subcontractinghasbeenonemajorcause. Subcontract-
ingisactuallyrestructuringtheeconomyforthebenefit
ofbusinesselites andtothedetriment of everyoneelse.
Thisisnot amarginal phenomenon. Thebiggestretailers
and manufacturers are involved.

Thepurposeis todestroy the gains made by unions
in the industrialized countries on wages, hours of work,
benefits,labourlaws,and soon. LargefactoriesinNorth
America are relatively vulnerable to unionization, and as
mentioned, unions had been relatively successful in or-
ganizing the workforce in the past. A company that
starts subcontracting solves this problemby simply fir-
ing ite workforce, wiping out the established domestic
unions, andrelocating the jobs to smaller shops working
oncontract. The subcontractors themselves specialize
in supplying a marginalized, isolated, and powerless
workforce, through avariety ofmeans. Oftenthisis sim-
ply a matter of locating the factories in countries like
Haiti,where repressive regimes are carefully maintained,
largely through US power, and can be counted ontofire,
jailor murder those who dare to tryto organize.

Although it’s easier to get away with this sort of
thing in vulnerable third world countries, the big labels
maintain eweatshops here in Canada and the US where
conditions allowit. 2

A rapidly growing section of New York City’s
Chinatown, forexample, provides ideal conditions for ex-
ploitation. It is home toillegalimmigrants from China's
Fujianprovince. Severalfactors,including thelabourun-
ions’historical exclusion of the Chinese, have imposed a
measure of isolation on many residents of Chinatown.
The new immigrants from Fujian, however, are isolated
evenfurther because of theirillegal status, their inabil-
itytospeakEnglish, andbecause they speak adifferent
dialect than the established populations of Chinatown.
Called the “Fuzhounese” after the capital city of Fujian,
theycannotcallontheauthoritiestoenforcethelabour
laws for fear of being deported. In addition, the big |a-
bourunions are oftenuninterestedirihelping the smaller
shops, full ofillegal Chinese immigrants to organize.

Together, thesefeatures have allowed areversion, in
someplaces, to nineteenth-century-like conditions. Pe-
terKwong gives detailed accounts ofthe conditions the
Fuzhounese endure in the United States in  Forbidden
Workers. He describes a married couple, Mr. and Mrs.
Lin, for example, who are both illegal immigrants from
Fujian province, China:

Mre.Lin’s husband, whom she now rarely sees,
couldonlyfinda jobinaChinese restaurantin
New Haven, where he works twelve hour shifts
and sleeps on the kitchen floor at night. Mres.
Linlivesinaone-roomapartmentinChinatown
withherin-laws. she puts infourteenhours of
work a day as a seamstress at home. She
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e

Sweatshops
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lan education/action kit]

The Maquila Solidarity Network presents a
brand new education/action kit for teachers,
students, union members and church groups
interested in getting involved in campaigns to
Stop Sweatshops. $12.50 per kit (includes
postage and handling). Bu Ik rates available.

Maquila Solidarity Network

606 Shaw Street, Toronto, ON, M6G 3L8.

Tel: (416) 532-8584 + Fax (416) 532-7688
e-mail: perg@web.net www.web.net/~msn

would work more if the in-laws didn't complain
about thenoise after midnight.®

Kwong describes another manwhoworks two jobs, for a
total of sixteen hours a day:

...hesharesa windowlese,one-roomapartment
onAllen Streetwithnineteenothermalebach-
elors. A kitchen—rather, a hot plate on a

wooden table—is located in one corner of the
tiny bathroom. The small, 500-square-foot
gpace is jammed with triple-decker bunk
beds...His bunk costs him $90 per month.
Some of his roommates rent their bunks out
foraportionofthedaytocutdownthecost.”

Canada, too, has its own populations of legal and
illegalimmigrants, ripeforexploitation. 1n1999,Roxanna
Ng, a professor at-the Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education, released a report on conditions of
homeworkers in Toronto’s garment industry. The report
found that “most, if not all” employers of homeworkers
“violate provinciallabour standards legislation” bydeny-
ing workers vacation and overtime pay, among other
things.? And many of the violations of the Ontario Em-
ployment Standards Act “have been committed by con-
tractors producing for major labels, including Braemar/
Dylex,ClubMonaco,Eaton’s The Bay, Cotton Ginny, Sears,
Alfred Sung, and the Woolworth Northern Group”, ac-
cording to a1993 International Ladies’ Garment Work-
ers Union study on homeworkers in Toronto.?

The“Women and Work”initiative of the CanadianLa-
bour Congress gathered testimony fromwomen ontheir
working conditions, including from this Toronto garment
worker:

continued on pg 16...
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by Bernie Munich

| was watching a TV show called Traders the other day. It glamorizes the live
gives them these glorious and dynamic personalities. It soaks themyin the sex
The characters are always talking about ‘the word on the street.’ It gives«us/the impr
on some sort of access to the street to conduct their business and live theirl
over-fed White men in business suits, huddling in circles in alle ays,
when Mel Lastman or Mike Harris speak of cleaning up the streets a
. Cleaned off the street? : b v
-~ The Committee to Stop Targeted Policing recently released its report.on Community
It's called Who's the Target? An Evaluation of Community Action Polici

City of f a New York City program that allotted extra

v D

to have mo ce targeting certain people in ‘problem are

=
It is assumed that 4 visible police presence c the
time deterring crime. The effecton public perception; however, i é e particular groups of p
especially street-involved people (those living and/or working on‘the’ s) and people of colour. Fhe
dehumanizing of these groups'incites or reinforges public fear in ordel stify the use of heavy-handed
olicing against them. ' g T W .

classist, racist, homophobic and discrimi
by researchers and advocates for years.

As Gabriella Pedicelli points out in her book, Wh )
[HV 8158 .P43 1998 at Robarts and Bladen libraries], it hasia : ite of police in Car
as the hammer of systemic discrimination and oppression. The Northw: ounted Police (now RCMP)
established to carry out the genocidal destruction of Aboriginal peoplés and cultures. Contemporary policing
merely an extension of this mandate. Targeted policing i§ nothing new, but it blends well with current politica
c’ﬁ’mgt created by corporate media and ‘law-and-order Q;elebrities’ suc 0 Police Chief Julian Fantino.
vk j v

to a growing package of legali
nomic issues. In Ontario, this trend is exemplified by
illegal to ‘aggressively’ panhandle, to squeegee a
attempting to survive are depi i
rating on how to address s
inalization and enforcement.

rship of Chief J
nd safety. But they n
ing more money and more power. With Fantino tabling legi mell targeting politicidns, it would
seem the police sfate is upon us. Meanwhile, the City of Ti spent $4.5 million gBCommunity
Action Policing. It also continues to cry broke whenever a is mentioned. ‘
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INCARCERATION INCORPORATED

Students decry cateteriaprison connection

by Aviel Troster

What does wilting cafeteria food have to do with escaped
inmates inYoungstown, Ohio Sodexho Marriott Services.

~ Kevin Pranis, an activist with the New York based
Prison Moratorium Project wants students at Concordia
to think before they stuff their faces with fries. Because
he says their lunch money is funding the highly profit-
able private prison industry.

The connection is quite simple. In 1998, the
French multinational Sodexho Alliance took over the
North American operations of Marriott Management
Services from the Marriott Group. The merger made the
new company, Sodexho Marriott Services, the largest in-
stitutional provider of food services in North America
with $4.5 billion in annual revenues. Sodexho Marriott
Services runs the food service at Concordia, as well as at
over 400 universities across North America.

Sodexho Alliance owns 48 per cent of the food
provider’s stock. The company also owns 16 per cent of
a company called Prison Realty Trust/Corrections Cor-
poration of America making
it a leading investor in the
world’s biggest for-profit
prison company.

CCA manages 82
prisons with 73,000 beds in
26 American states, Puerto
Rico, Great Britain, and Aus-
tralia. The company’s rev-
enues were $365 million dur-
ing the first three quarters of
1999,

Peeved by the connection between mystery meat
and CCA, the Prison Moratorium Project is spearhead-
ing a boycott campaign against Sodexho Marriott called
"Not With Our Money."

The ultimate goal is to shut down the private
prison industry, said Pranis in a telephone interview. But
the immediate goal is to get Sodexho Alliance to divest
its interest in private prisons.

While private prisons have yet to set up shop in

Canada, they now control roughly 122,900 of the 2 mil-
lion prison beds in the States. And Mike Harris is poised
to privatize a so-called superjail in Penetanguishene,
Ontario.

Pranis argues that private facilities treat prison-
ers badly, in an effort to cut costs.

Private prisons are terribly run, and the only way
to make money is to cut corners.... You just can’t cut that
much fat out of the operations of a prison.

He said that, as a result, most privately-run pris-
ons cut recreational and educational programs for pris-

oners, leaving them with little to do.

CCA VP Communications Susan Hart denied the
accusation, explaining that private companies actually
save taxpayers money by cutting the red tape in operat-
ing prisons. She didn’t specify which services get the short
shrift in CCA facilities.

Despite this, the Prison Moratorium Project is circu-
lating a list of CCA Horror Stories, documenting cases
where prisoners were harshly punished, or sexually as-
saulted by prison staff. Mother Jones magazine recently
ran a cover story about CCA, claiming that incompetent
staff allowed 20 prisoners to escape from its Youngstown,
Ohio facility during broad daylight. The article claims
that improperly trained staff left metal equipment every-
where, which the prisoners promptly fashioned into weap-
ons. In itsfirst year alone, 20 prisoners were stabbed, and
two were murdered in the Youngstown facility.

The fact is that corrections facilities, whether
publicly or privately managed, have things go wrong, said

: : : Hart, responding to
Pranis’ claims People die
in prison, whether public
or private.

Sodexho
Marriott, for their part, are
quick to disassociate them-
selves from CCA. Jeanette
Jurkiewicz, a public rela-
tions officer for the com-
pany, was quick to point
out that Sodexho Alliance
and Sodexho Marriott are two separate companies.

Sodexho Marriott is not in any way, shape, or
form, involved in the prison industry, she said.

It’s true that Sodexho-Marriott doesn’t own any
prisons, but it’s also true that Kathie-Lee Gifford doesn’t
own any sweatshops, replied Pranis.

Sodexho Marriott argues that they're a separate
company, but for every dollar going to Sodexho Marriott,
almost 50 cents goes to Sodexho Alliance.

Rob Green, president of the Concordia Student
Union, said he’s willing to jump on the anti-Marriott band-
wagon again. Last fall, the CSU led a campaign against
Sodexho Marriott to challenge their exclusivity agreement
with the University. With Marriott’s contract coming up
for renewal at the end of the 2000-2001 school year, Green
is convinced that student pressure could help sway the
negotiation process.

Michael Di Grappa, vice rector services, said that
the university will invite other food service companies to
compete for the contract. While Di Grappa hadn’t been




Action Speaks Louder o Summer/Fall 2000

fully informed about the “Not With Our Money” Cam-
paign, he said that the committee will take student input
into account.

It’s important for us to listen to what students
say, but we also have to do what’s in the best interest of
the university, said Di Grappa, explaining that student
pressure won'’t be the only factor in the university’s deci-
sion.

Pranis on the other hand, is waiting for his first
victory. While 10 American universities have joined the
boycott campaign so far, none have successfully booted
Sodexho Marriott from their campuses. While Pranis ac-
knowledges that Sodexho Marriott may have no direct
control over the prison industry, he's willing to exploit
the connection between Sodexho Alliance and CCA:

"It wasn’t as if Coca-Cola directly funded apart-
heid by operating in South Africa" [in the 1980s], said
Pranis “I feel bad for Sodexho Marriott, but I feel worse
for the prisoners [in private facilities].”

For more information, contact the “Not With Our Money”
Campaign/Prison Moratorium Project c/o DSA, 180
Varick St., 12th Floor, NY, NY 10014; (212) 727-8610,

ex. 23, email kpranis@igc.org.

This article was previously printed in The Link,
Concordia’s independent newspaper.

GRASS PEOFLE - Nicole Tanguay
Controlled by means other than my own
lim bounced back and forth
oblivion of the unfamiliar
dancing the two-step
the grass people guide
me to my own place
of greens and plues
s0 dark and gleaming
all | can see is the dark
so beautiful and deep
dancing to the beat of the wind
she calls me to the other place
| will not be afraid
red sparkling to my toes
| give a sigh which
gives life
for the next grass people to
play against my body
holding it secure
rocking back and forth
to the rhythm of the wind

o i

..continued from pg 13

IcametoCanadain1981andstartedworking
as asewing machineoperator. Inthemid'80s,
| worked in a union shop and made over $5.50
an hour. In1968, my shop closed down. Now,
in1995, worked on Spadina Ave. For Ohourg’
of work, | got twelve dollars’ pay. Iwas so dis-
gusted that|quit.”

Another 1999 report, by members of the Maquila
Solidarity Network, came tosimilar conclusions. There-
portindicates that an hourly wage of $4.50, or 65% of
the legal minimum wage, is not unusual. They also cite
AwyGo,alawyerat the Metro Chinese and South-East
Asian Legal Clinic in Toronto, who says that some em-
ployers are paying according toimmigration status: “If
you're a landed immigrant, you get, say $4 an hour; if
you're a refugee claimant with employment authoriza-
tion,youget $3 an hour;ifyoudon'thave any status at
all,youget $2 an hour.™ '

Another convenient feature of the subcontracting
system is that the giant retail and manufacturing cor-
porations who purchase the clothing are not technically
the employers. This means that they can avoid being
charged underthe Employment Standards Act. Atthe
sametime,thebiglabels don't have togive up any power
tothe subcontractors. they are clearly still at the top
of the pyramid. Unlike the subcontractors, they have
established markets for the clothing, deep pockets for
advertising,and economic andpolitical connections. This
allows thebigcompaniestosqueezethesubcontractors
foralltheirworth,ensuring poorworking conditions,while
escapinglegalresponsibilityforworkersthatarenottheir
ownemployees.

More recently, the subcontractors have stopped
having their employees sew the labels onto the clothing,
whichRoxannaNg speculatesistocoveruptheirinvolve-
mentinthesweatshops,whicharecomingunderincreas-
ing scrutiny by community and activist organizations.

Averyimportant contributing factor to this situa-
tionis the lack of affordable childcare: “The single most
important reason given by women for homework is child
care, or rather the lack of affordable child care. Since
wages for garment workers are low, they cannot afford
toputtheirchildrenindaycarecentresortohireprivate
careie

Wide reaching effects

Thewage expectations of Americans have col-
lapsed because workers—union and nonunion,
college educated and non-college educated,
whitecollarandbluecollar—havelostbargain-
ing power with their employers during this pe-
riod of economic restructuring

—FPeter Kwong, Forbidden Workers®

Kwong describes the testimony of a Mrs. Tang, a
former schoolteacher who testified at 21995 US Sen-
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atehearing. Mrs.Tang “recalled that in the early eight-
ies she worked eight hours a day and earned $40-50 a
day. Today, with competition from the Fuzhounese, she
slaves twelve hours a day to make a paltry $30.

TheeffectsspreadwellbeyondChinatown. Inastory
that seems all too familiar, Kwong describes what hap-
penedtoLatinojanitorsinlos Angeleswho had“secure
and relatively well paid” jobs in the early eighties. “then
thecorporationbegantoreplacetheirin-housecleaning
contracts with nonuhion subcontractors, often employ-
ing immigrant laborers”, leading to “a continuing, mas-
siveloss of union jobs.” Unlike others, however, the jani-
torseventually gotimproved contracts by regroupingto
launchthe“Janitorsfor Justice” campaign,whichdirectly
targetedthesubcontracting system.”®

SimilarsituationsaboundinCanada. Forexam-
ple, in 1995, Metro council came under pressure “from
powerfulprivateoperatorslobbyingMetropoliticians”to
contract out the management of “at least one” home
for the elderly “to a private operator.” CUPE Local 79,
fearing that “if one home was contracted out, others
would soon follow”, mounted a successful campaign to
oppose contracting out.

Public school custodians have been a frequent tar-
get of subcontracting as well. In1999, CUPE members
led abattle toend the subcontracting of custodial jobs
for The Conseil Scolair du District Centre Sud-ouest.
Maintenanceworkfortheboardis stillcontracted out.'®

Finding a way forward

Itwillbe achallengefor people of colourto overcome
their historical exclusion from the established labour
uhions and to assert their power within them. The un-
ions,inturnfacethe challenge of trying to help organize
emallerworkplaces in a different environment. It should
benotedthat simplyformingunionsisnotgoingtosolve
this: most of the garment workers in New York’s
Chinatown, for example, are members of the Union of

Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE).

Yet they still endure lowwages, poor working conditions,
and so on. Peter Kwong believes the union leadership is
out of touch with its rank and file members, as a com-
mon complaint among garment workers in New York is
that the union representatives rarely come, and when
theydotheytalk onlyto management. Clearly the con-
stant threat that employers might simply shut down
andrelocatetoothercountriestendstopreventstronger
demands for better conditions as well.

Forissue-based groupsthatarenotnecessarilyat-
tachedtothese communities,itwillbeimportanttoget
beyond merely “making our work more relevant to people
of colour” and to instead take direction from the initia-
tive and leadership of communities of colour. Instead of
being “activists” in the sense of people who are going to
initiate and lead the struggle. After all, while being an
activist should be about working hard, doing work that
others don’t have the time, or freedom, it doesn’t nec-
essarilymeanthatactivists shouldbe“leading”thestruggle.

The issue of the Chinese migrants falls within the
mandate of many different action groups at OPIRG-To-
ronto,including Students Against Sweatshops, Anti-Cor-
porate Rule, Anti-Racism Media Watch, avoiding an ex-
clusive focus, OPIRG-Toronto is well placed to make a
difference in this struggle. It will be a strong
test of OPIRG-Toronto’s commitmenttoanin-
clusivevisionto seeif we can make headway on

220 N O
thisissue.
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Women Garment Workers in Canada and Internationally. Ot
tawa: Status of Women Canada, 1999, page 13.

5- Peter Kwong, Forbidden Workers. New York: The New Press,
1997, E155,citin RobertKuttner,  Everything for Sale,New
York: Knopf, 1997.

6-Kwong, same as above, page 41

7- Kwong, same as above, page &

8-RoxannaNg,RenitaYuk-LinWong, AngelaChoi, Homeworking:

Home Office or Home Sweatshop? Toronto: Ontario Insti
tute for Studies in Education/University of Toronto, 1999.
9-Jan Borowy and Fanny Yuen, ILGWU Homeworkers Stud%:
an Investigation into Wages and Working Conditions of Chi
nese-Speaking Homeworkers in Metropolitan Toronto. To
ronto, 1993. Cited in Linda Yanz, same as above.

10-Canadian Labour Congress, http://www.clc-ctc.calwoman/
womenwork.html,

11-Linda Yanz, same as above.

12-Roxanna Ng, same as above.

13-Feter Kwong, same as above, page 167.

14-Peter Kwong, same as above, page 101.

15-Peter Kwong, same as above, page 211.

16-Canadian Union of Public Employees, Ontario Division, Win

ning ways: Successful CUFI Carrgaigns to Fight Privatiza
tion. Scarborough, 2000, pages ©-7.

*Please note also that all information about Chinese immi-
grantworkersinthe United StatesisdrawnfromFeterkwong's
Forbidden Workerse. '

*An articlein the September 17* issue of Workers Vanguard,
published by Spartacist Publishing Co.inNew York, introduced
me to Kwong’s book.
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PUSSY wiLLOW

PussyWillow is a local pro-feminist, anti-corporate, pro-active
femstrual health collective. We're a diverse collective dedicated
to educating womyn (people) about their femstrual conditioning
and the environmental, social and health impacts of mainstream
“feminine hygiene” products. We plan to educate through work-
shops and distribute information on proactive femstrual aware-
ness, the empowerment of womyn, and positive body image and
sexual health by tabling, and also through writing, direct actions,
music and womynrage zines. We are also are producing and
distributing handmade re-usable cloth femstrual pads and other
alternatives, such as 100% cotton tampons, sponges, and Keep-
ers. In addition we plan on doing outreach beyond downtown
Toronto by going into the suburbs and as well attempt to net-
work with womyn in more rural centers. We are also in coalition
with Blood Sisters Montreal, Pussy Protectors (Ottawa) and we
also hope to connect with other working group

collectives in Canada participating in similar

fronts. Femail:
pussy_willow@chickmail.com

How doI getinvolved?

People interested in OPIRG's activities usually join the
action groups, collectives or campaigns described here.
No experience is necessary to volunteer your time and
energy, and some training is provided. To become active
with OPIRG, here are a couple of things that you can do:
* come to an OPIRG volunteer orientation session
* if you know what issues you'd like to work on, attend an
action group meeting. Newcomers are always welcome! education cam paigns.
Call the OPIRG office to find out subsequent meeting This group is being re-

ANTI-RACISM
MEDIA WATCH

This is the tentative
name for a new group
which will be forming
this Fall. This group
will do research and
education, produce
media, monitor me-
dia and move with a
strong anti-racist
analysis. For more
details or to get in-
volved, contact the of-
fice. (see pg 4)

dates.

Monday - Thursday, 11am to 6 pm.

* show up at one of our skills training workshops or
educational events to see first hand what we do
* come by and look around our office. Office Hours:

ACTION GUIDE

FRIENDS OF CUBA

What the uoft friends of cuba at-
tempts to do is to Explain the real-
ity facing Cuba today, particularly
its youth, and to develop and
strengthen ties of broad based
solidarity between the Cuban and
Canadian youth. We will attempt
to do this by having a number of
events such as runing a course
with the free U, organizing discus-
sions and speakers in addition to
celebrating cultural events such
as having a “Cuba day” event at
Sid Smith like all the other cultural
droups do, thereby hopefully
reaching a wider audience.

FIRST NATIONS
SOLIDARITY
ACTION GROUP

works toward recogni-
tion and attainment of
First Nations’ sover-
eignty and sovereign
rights through public

fueled this year after a
year of inactivity, new peo-
ple and ideas for projects
are welcome and needed.
In the past, our education

campaigns include writing fact sheets,
organizing petitions and hosting guest

speakers. Our first meeting will be in Sep-

THE INTERNET COLLECTIVE

tember, please call the office for more informa-
tion. (see pg 24)

The Internet Collective formed to fill the needs of a growing technological activism. We are respon-
sible for updating the web page, doning the weekly events list serve and running the discussion lists
for action groups. We exist to support the activism done by the action groups and offer training
sessions to empower other activists in using internet-based media. Most members of the collective
come with little or no experience and we strive to make our projects accessible. We have few meet-
ings throughout the year other than training sessions and dividing tasks up through the email list. Call
the office to find out more or to join the collective.




ﬁ

STUDENTS AGAINST
SWEATSHOPS

SAS has won a recent victory with the institution
for a U of T code of conduct regarding sweat-
shops, the first one of its kind in Canada. How-
ever, SAS now needs all the help we can get to
make sure this code is implimented effectively so
that U of T is really sweat-free. Also, SAS aims to
raise awareness about sweatshops and the or-
ganizing efforts of workers through high school
and university educationals, events on campus,
pamphleting, street activism and rallies. SAS is
linked to anti-sweatshop movements in the United
States, across Canada and in the Toronto com-
munity. We meet every two weeks to plan and
discuss our next actions. Everyone welcome! (see

pg. 12)

THE ANTI- CORPORATE RULE
ACTION GROUP (ACRAG)

opposes the unequal distribution of power and
wealth embodied in and maintained by corpora-
tions. Projects for this year include fighting the
clearcutting on First Nations land in Northern
Ontario by a giant forestry company, promoting
Fair Trade Coffee (see pg 33), and fighting the
operators of private prisons who also own U of
T's food services (see pg 15).

THE ANTI-POVERTY
ACTION GROUP

What is poverty? In this new year the anti-pov-
erty group wishes to explore and present the dif-
ferent ideas and views on poverty through vari-
ous forms of media (eg. art, posters, zines, dis-
plays, action). We welcome new members to
come share and learn with us.

ROCKET RECYCLERS!

With all these free newspapers on the TTC sys-
tem, in addition to the garbage that is contrib-
uted by regular passengers- it is not uncommon
to see garbage cans overflowing! These can are
overflowing with materials that could be RECY-
CLED. The “Rocket Recyclers: Make the TTC
Recycle Group” is a chance for you to voice your
opinions, collaborate on creating new solutions,
and most importantly create positive change on
the TTC and for the environment. There are
plenty of interesting jobs to go around so don't
miss out! Our first tentative meeting will be in
September. Call the OPIRG Office for the final-
ized date. Regular meeting with times will be dis-
cussed at this meeting and be prepared to eat

(cookies & juice)!
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YOUTH ORGANIZING UNIONS (YOU)

is a new initiative launched by young trade union members and their supporters. Our aim is to
organize the unorganized. We are targeting work sectors where there is typically little union presence
and working on ways to get workers in those sectors to think about organizing. Our overwhelming
focus thus far has been in retail but we are open to anyone who wants to help people organize their
workplaces. The “youth” part is just to make a cool acronym. You don’t have to consider yourselif
young.

THE NEWSLETTER

COLLECTIVE RADIOOPIRG COLLECTIVE

broadcasts a show on 89.5FM CIUT every Wednes-
day at 9:00am. We have been running strong all sum-
mer producing a conscious spoken word show deal-
ing with issues of social and environmental justice.
We have a pre show meeting at 8:30am and then a
general meeting after the show at 10:00am. Interested
in progressive radio? No experience is necessary,
training is available. We are always in need of voices,
interviewers, researchers and technicians.

Interested in doing outreach, writing, draw-
ing, editing and producing OPIRG newslet-
ters like this one? OPIRG puts out a few
publications a year with our next one com-
ing out in the Winter. No experience is nec-
essary, just an interest in working on a so-
cial justice newsletter. Call the office to find
out when the new collective is forming.




ills. Check outt
section and Activist Skills Workshop for
The Action Speaks Louder Coll ed to feature an

letter to serv tivism'

vho' en
time. The following was reprinted from Action for a Cha
Guide to Activism with PIRG's (available at our office).

This is the beginning of a new academic year, and if you’re already involved in any groups or thinking about forming
any collectives, facilitation skills may be a useful addition to help keep meetings productive.

Effective Meetings: A Facilitator's Role

Only directs the process, not the content, and never makes decisions for the group.

Make sure there is an agenda for the meeting by reviewing the previous meeting’s minutes.

Introduce agenda items and defines the decisions that need to be made.

Keep discussion focused and moving.

If the discussion becomes repetitive, the faciltator should sum up and move the discussion forward.

Make sure everyone is encouraged to speak and all input is heard.

Indicate whose turn it is to speak and keep a speakers' list if too many people want to talk and never allow a

discussion to develop and continue between two people.

8. Verbally checks for agreement (consensus) when the group is making a decision.

9. Repeat back to the group points made, decisions made, tasks identified, and who is responsible for tasks.

10. Monitor tone of the meeting (mood-minding - do people need a break?).

11. Monitor the discussion so no one individual or point of view dominates.

12. Acknowledge and address conflict and discomfort (it doesn’t go away if you ignore it).

13. Ask someone else to facilitate if you're in a conflict of interest or if you're too involved in the item up for
discussion.

14. Make sure new people are acknowledged and introduced.

SO e 1D

Facilitation should change from meeting to meeting. Generally, the person who records the minutes should
facilitate the next meeting (that way, they can refer back to the previous meeting when preparing the agenda). By
rotating the role of facilitation, everyone develops the skill and the action/working group doesn’t end up relying on
(or overburdening) one person.

For large groups, contentious items/meetings, or when someone is new to facilitating, it’s a good idea to have two
people facilitating (one person keeps track of and sums up discussion, while the other person keeps a speakers list).

Finally, it is the responsibility of everyone at the meeting to “facilitate themselves” and/or step in and help if
someone requires facilitation assistance. But also remember that at times a meeting requires/demands less structure,
so keep in mind the atmosphere of the meeting and the vibe from the people. It is sometimes better to lay back and
enjoy the unfettered spontaneous interaction that a more casual environment allows.
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August 8th, 2000 marked 22 years since the MOVE 9 have been wrongfully imprisoned.

Although there had been many confrontations between MOVE and the city of Philadelphia,
August 8, 1978 was the first full scale military attack against MOVE. Early in the morning, over 500 cops prepared for
war, surrounded the MOVE headquarters in Powelton Village, blew up the front porch of the house and began inserting
tear gas and smoke into the house and shot off over ten thousand rounds of ammunition into the house. All this because
MOVE wouldn’t comply with an eviction notice??? During the cops' shooting frenzy, an officer James Ramp was shot
and killed. The bullet entered James Ramp on a downward angle. Reports from neighbours say that the shot that killed
James Ramp came from across the street from a window. MOVE showed no sign of surrendering because MOVE hadn’t
done anything wrong. When police stormed the house they were unable to locate any MOVE members. In fear of their
lives, MOVE people had barricaded themselves in the basement (which makes it impossible to have shot a bullet from a
downward angle). The police then decided to flood the basement to force MOVE out and eventually, they did come out,
having no other choice but to drown. All this over an eviction notice??? When Delbert Africa crawled out of the house
unarmed with his hands in the air, he was brutally beaten by 4 cops (3 charged, all acquitted) and it was one of the first
times international media had brooadcasted footage of a blatant example of police brutality (later with Rodney King,

more recently with Tom Jones) as the cops almost literally beat him to death. Nine MOVE members, including Delbert,
Janine, Janet, Mike, Eddie, Debbie, Merle, Phil and Chuck Africa were sentenced to 30-

100 years in jail for the murder of officer James Ramp.
This had nothing to do with an eviction notice, this
was an attempt to put an end to the MOVE organiza-
tion.

The Philadelphia police didn’t give a damn about James
Ramp. He had been a clerk for a captain for 10 years
and they took this man from behind his desk and put
him on the front line of a full scale attack plan. As
well, there were three cameras, all focused on James
Ramp as if they were waiting for something to hap-
pen to him and all three cameras “coincidentally” went
out of focus at the exact moment he got shot. After.
the confrontation, the city of Philadelphia bulldozed
the entire house, destroying all evidence. They didn’t
draw any chalk lines, they didn’t get fingerprints, they
didn’t give forensic scientists an opportunity to ex-
amine the sight, NONE OF THAT. As proven with Fred Hampton’s (leader of the Chicago chapter of the Black
Panther Party) assassination, this kind of evidence was crucial in determining that regardless of police claims, that none
of the bullets came from the house. The MOVE 9 are innocent and sure as day they did not receive a fair trial.

In 1998, Merle Africa died in prison under VERY mysterious circumstances. Merle wasn’t feeling
well and was kept in isolation, forced to eat food that was not part of her regular diet. Garlic, which
is one of MOVE’s basic medicines was declared contraband in Cambridge Springs, the prison where
they locked up Merle. Merle died after being imprisoned for 20 years for a crime she did not
commit. Merle’s death will not be in vain. LONG LIVE MERLE! We must not let any more {8
MOVE members die in the hands of this rotten system.

FREE THE MOVE 9!

FREE MUMIA ABU-JAMAL!

FREE SATPAL RAM!

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!
DOWN WITH THIS ROTTEN ASS SYSTEM!

Africa

Merle
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The Innu-Struggle...

This is important information. We need to know this be-
causethisisaCanadianissueconcerning Canadianpeo-
ple and Canadian history. For more than two thousand
years the Innu people of Nitassainan, a region located
near eastern Quebec and Labrador, have maintained a
sustainable and survival-based culture. The survival of
the Innu people was put to test during the mid sixties
with the destruction of Patshetshunau waterfall.
Patshetshunau, or “Great Stream Rising” was at one
point thesecond largestwaterfallinNorth Americaand
was a familiar sight and sound for the Innu people of
Nitassainan.ln1966 the premierof Newfoundland, Joey
Smallwood, signed a contract with Quebec Hydro that
would allow the company to dam the Churchill River up-
streamfromPatshetshunau. Therewas no consultation
of the Innu people. 1971 saw the first installation ofthe
Smallwood project complete andthelnnupeoplereturned
totheirlandtofinditflooded,animalsdrowned,andburial
grounds washed away. The Innu people received ho com-
pensation for the seizure and destruction of theland -
their land - that became the Smallwood Reservoir. To-
day,theSmallwood Reservoirisoneofthelargestreser-
voirs inthe world. -

Thedamming of the ChurchillRiver opened aflood ofland
issues for the Innu people. The Labrador Innu have never
givenuptheirlandtoanygovernment bytreatyorother
legal means. This means that the Canadian government
should be obligated to recognize their ownership of the
land.Despitethisfactthegovernmentcontinuestotreat
Innuland as government property until a more ‘suitable’
agreementisnegotiated andagreedupon.Untilthen,the
government will control the resources available on Innu
land. The land that rightly belongs to the Innu people
continues to be developed and exploited.

INCOis one of the companies that have beeneyeing Innu
territory—specifically Yoisey's bay. INCOis a nickel-min-
ing trang-national corporation that has current inter-
est in Indonesia. An April visit by two Indonesian activ-
ists stressed INCO’s betrayal of the Sulawesi people of
Indonesia and a promise that a similar situation could
occurat Voisey's Bay. Social concerns over theimplica-
tions ofINCO's arrivalhave already been predictedbased
on the Innu experiences with other companies on Innu
territory. Onespecificareaforimplicationsie socialand
familylife. There aremany employees from thesecompa-
nieswho pass throughInnucommunities. Theymaystay
only afew nights - just long enough to start arelation-
shipwithawomanandleave. The resultisarisein STDs,
unwantedpregnancies,abortions,and rapeincidentsand
otherforms ofviolence against womenand children, and

By Renée Ferguson

family break ups. Increased alcoholiem s also a problem
that has resulted as a consequences the of unhappy
andfrustrating sentiments that many of the Innu peo-
ple feel about their lack of control of these companies
andtheiraffects ontheirhomeland. Disparityamongthe
people not only translates into alcoholismbut alsointo
other self-destructive epidemics such as suicide and
depression. In a report entitled “Canada’s Tibet — The
Killing of the Innu,” that was prepared by ahumanrights
group called Survival International, an advocacy group
fortribal peoples. [tfound the lnnucommunities had176
suicides per 100,000 people between 1990 and 1998.
That's nearly 13 times the Canadian rate.

ThejobsthatwerepromisedtothelnnupeopleofVoisey's
Bay from these companies are asreliable and abundant
aspredicted- especiallyforthewomen. Womenhavenot
received training for the jobs that are available in the
officeorforhon-traditional employmentsuchasdrillers,
labours or construction. The fewwomenwho do manage
toenterthesetypes of professions andland thesejobs
are subject to sexual harassment. Thelnnu peopleface
massive amounts of developments in their territories.
Large-scale river diversions, dams, extensive river flood-
ing,and aninfluxofoutsideintotheirtraditionalterrito-
ries all result in the loss of lands, culture and commu-
nity. One other significant loss is loss of fish. The ability
tofish and huntis animportant aspect of Innu cultural
identity. It entails thevalued characteristics of respon-
sibility and spirituality for the Innu people. An analysis
of some species of fish in the Smallwood Reservoir has
shownhighlevels of methylmercury.Floodinglarge areas
of land creates conditions in which both naturally and
human produced mercury is readily available to aquatic
life. This mercury takes theformof methylmercury.Once
produced, methyl mercury becomes part of life in the
water. Human beings are not structured like fish and
therefore cannot store toxing away from the vital or-
gans as fish do, therefore, fish is eaten and so are the
toxins - and no mode of preparing the fish can rid the
meat of its toxins. Methyl mercury can cause destruc-
tion of the central nervous system and birth defects in
children. A1977 study (sixyears after the completion
of the Smallwood project) revealed mercury levels in 37
percent of the individuals surveyed. The government did
nothing but send out a press release that advised peo-
letolimit their consumptionoffishto%zllb aweek. The
ossoftheabilitytofishastheywished, pushedthelnnu
peopletoagreaterdependenceonoutersourcesoffood
as well as exposed them to a greater risks for nutri-
tional deficiencies. Big Business cannot bare all the re-
sponsibility for the invasion of Innu territory —interna-




by Anh-Thi
e Tang-Nguyen

g1 So that you know where i'm coming from...let me just tell you that i'm a hard core
CUNT...wet or dry...rain or shine...sleet, hail, snow...smog advisory days and high UV
4 index days...in pants or in a dress...i'm a CUNT...that's right...i'm one of the Chicks
# United for Non-noxious Transportation!...and you might be a CUNT too...or you may
§ know a CUNT...she may be your mother, sister, friend, lover, aunt, neice, daughter...and
1 yes...even your dear grandma...
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How to tell if you are a CUNT or know a CUNT?...well first of all...a CUNT is cool and
sexy...want to know why?...cause you'll see her riding a bike or scooter, she may even
be on blades, using the TTC or just two footing it...she’ll hate cars (even if she has to drive one of those
shitbuckets once in a while)...and she'll love breathing...did i forget to mention that?...she hates inhaling smog
filled air and seeing a haze over her city...she’ll want children to grow up without asthma...she’ll dream of wider
sidewalks and more trees...she'll subvert the capitalistic dreams of automophilia...she’ll want to be healthy -
mind, body and soul...she’ll think that moving her body with her body’s own power is massive sexy...and she’s
no longer afraid to make this ‘political’...'cause you know what...making your passion political is sexy too...so
what could be more sexy than a CUNT?...

Want to be a CUNT or meet other CUNTs?...come to Critical Mass and bring your bike/scooter/blades...CM

celebrates alternative forms of transportation and it happens around the world on the last Friday of every month...it's
a non-hierarchical phenomenon that has no leaders....it just ‘comes’ together and though no one ...
organizes, everyone takes credit...in Toronto, Critical Mass gathers at Temperence (between 4
Adelaide and Richmond) and Yonge at 6pm...you’ll meet all types of PUNTs (People United §
for Non-noxious Transportation) at Critical Mass and they'll ride around the downtown core to
have fun and to demonstrate that more non-noxious transportation needs to be on the road v
Imagine 30-300 (varies according to season) PUNTS pouring into Friday rush-hour, riding peacefully
tively through the street and taking the whole lane. Remember, we don'’t block traffic...we are traffic!...

To all the beautiful CUNTSs | know and all you up and coming CUNTSs...ride on sisters...see you at Critical Mass!...

‘and collec-

tional governments have been joining these destructive
forces in the last few decades. Although we hear less
aboutmilitaryflight training, theflights continuetothun-
der throughout Innu territory. The pilots even practise
dropping bombs on targets throughout the region. This
typeoftesting hasbeenbannedinseveral Europeancoun-
tries because of the concern over the dangers and dis-
turbances caused by the noise. Yet, the Canadian gov-
ernment has allowed several countries including British,
Dutch, German, and Italian air forces to continue train-
ing on Innu land. Although strongly opposed by the Innu
people,the Canadiangovernmentclosing the trainingwill
Jeopardisethe economic security ofthe communitythat
has developed around the military base.

| think that it is unfair to present the people of
Nitassainan as passive victims of evil forces. | cannot
write this article without pointing out the people have
not been standing aside helplessly as the big bad gov-
ernmentmovedin. They havebeenfightinghard. TheCree
andthelnuitfought theGreatWaleHydroelectric project
inthe James and Hudon's Bay regions of Quebec in the
1990’e.0nMarch16ththirteen Sheshatshit peoplewith
snowshoes and toboggans headed through lakes and
marshesforMinei-nipi. Thiswas awalk of protest against
thelow-levelflying overNitassinan.Thenthereis thefor-
mation ofthelnnuNationthe governing body of the Innu

has been engaged in this process since 1991, andis cur-
rentlynegotiatingan Agreement-in-Principlewiththegov-
ernments of Canada and Newfoundland. The lnnuNation
sighed a Framework Agreement, thefirst majorstepto-
wards a land rights settlement, in March of 1997.”For
more information on the Innu people checkout their
website at:www.innu.ca.

Information for this article was obtained from several
sources. There is a lot of information out there about
the Inhu Struggle. Check it out. Farticularly useful if
youwanttolearnmoreabouttheplight ofInnuwomenis
the Innu Nation website called, More to Loose Less to
Gain- Women and Mining and is written by Camille
Fouillard. It can be can befound at: “http://www.innu.ca/
vbwomenl.html”.

Interested in supporting the Innu, or other First
Nations? The First Nations Solidarity Action
Group is looking for new members. Also,

OPIRG is interested in starting work this fall to
prevent clearcutting by forestry giant Abitibi on
First Nations land in northern Ontario.
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Nc Ju$til:E for Dr. Qhun

In December 1992, Dr. Chun submitted his written com-
plaint against UofT to the Ontario Human Rights Com-
mission (OHRC).

Since then the OHRC appointed a succession of in-
vestigators to look into the case, the last being Mr. Roger
Palacio, who was appointed in late 1998.

In December 1998, in a letter to Senator Vivienne
Poy of the Commission stated that it expected to have all
investigations into long delayed cases, including Chun’s,
completed by end of March 1999.

In July 1999, Mr. Palacio stated that he planned to
have the investigation concluded by August but was still
waiting to have some three hundred documents turned
over to him by the Respondent, U of T.

On 1 February 2000, having carefully reviewed thou-
sands of pages of documents, the OHRC released the long-
awaited report, stating among others things:

a). Records pertaining to three of the four ten
ure-stream competitions (1987, 1988, 1991-
92, 1992) were not available to the investi
gator: UofT had shredded them.

b). The evidence indicates that the competition
process allows for a wide latitude of subjec-
tivity at various stages including the culling
of applications, short-listing and choice of
the successful seminar presentation.

c). The evidence indicates that the Complaintant
was subjected to reprisal for attempting to
enforce his rights under the Code.

d). The evidence presents a prima facie case of
poisoned work environment.

e). The power imbalance inherent in the dy-
namic of an “old-boys” network effectively
screens out racial minority persons, as well
as other minority persons who are unable to
tap into this network.

f). In conclusion, the totality of the evidence

TURKY Femnar TorY

CiUT825 5% .

corroborates the Complaintant’s allegations
on a prima facie basis that his race, colour,
ancestry, place of origin and ethnic origin
were factors in his failure to obtain an aca-
demic appointment and that he was subjected
to a series of reprisals culminating in his dis-
missal.

By February 16, 2000, the
Commission had termi-
b nated all of those who had
| played a key role in the
| Dr. Chun investigation
and the subsequent writ-
' ing of the February 1,
2000 report.
On March 30, Uof T at-
tached 200 pages of docu-
ments to its response to the
OHRC Report. These docu-
ments contained serious fac-
tual fabrications. The sub-
' mission was made
despite a February
1, 2000 letter sent to
¥ Chun’s lawyer from
0 the Commission.
- “Please take notice that
any appendices or attach-
ments to your submission will not
be placed before the Commission when it renders its de-
cision,” the letter reads.

On July 24 the OHRC announced its decision not to
refer the matter to a board of inquiry, citing reasons all of
which diametrically contradicted its own report’s find-
ings. In a CBC radio interview in late July, Chief Com-
missioner Keith Norton conceded that in rendering the
decision, the commissioners had taken into account the
U of T’s submission.

Significantly, the decision to reverse the OHRC’s po-
sition in the Chun case was arrived at without the pres-
ence of any key staff members, including the Coordina-
tor of the Investigation Branch, who had investigated and
recommended that the case be referred to a board of in-
quiry.

Dr. Chun’s lawyer is currently appealing before the
Commission for reversal of the decision. The written ap-
peal cites more than a dozen procedural failures on the
part of the Commission leading up to July 24,
and non-disclosure of at least one incident of
conflict of interest, which had seriously preju- o4
diced the outcome of the decision.
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Al 7@4 in the 7@%/2[9 e

Gentle readers, a confession- I just don’t GET Christ-
mas. Fortunately, I can evade being dubbed “Scrooge”
simply by flashing the membership card of that all too
exclusive club (The Alliance of Non-Christian / Non-
Capitalist / Non-Camivore / Non-Parents). While the
acronym is a [pain], membership gives me a reasonable
excuse. In fact, many years ago Christmas and I reached
a somewhat terse understanding - it doesn’t bother me, if
I don’t annoy it. And so, I make every effort to stay fes-
tive-free, instead simply observing and accepting the
“merriment” for what it is.

However, it seems that with the sprinting years (and
underused) my ability to suspend disbelief has atrophied.
I apologize, but at the same time, undoubtedly the most
vapid of all seasons - my BULLSHIT’O’METER TM is
consistently off the scale.

So, in the milky light of Christmas morning, pausing
only to sing halfhearted chorus of “Happy Birthday Dear
Jesus.” I pulled on my warmest wear, and with my sea-
sonal smugness buffed to a gloss I ventured out ‘sploring
downtown.

Yonge Street was desolate, the iron-cold wind har-
assing party-bright garbage into restless tumbleweed. Not
one upright soul, the hangover of Corporate-Christmas
present-and an anticipation of “Chrismas.com” yet to
come. In occasionally sheltered spots, the glitter piles
rested alongside other mounds-maybe more faded maybe
more soiled-issuing breath-sign in the frost. These cam-
ouflage homes were almost indistinguishable from the
abundant party detritus. I’m not proud, I didn’t stop, I
didn’t even look too hard - blaming the bitter cold marched
briskly on, hoping never to spend a winters’ night out-
doors- evenin Toronto the good.

Now nearing the Eaton Center this sailor was hear-
ing the siren call, “BUY MORE STUFF - BUY MORE
STUFF”. Remembering the infectious pre-Christmas
frenzy I steeled myself and, with scarcely a shudder, ven-
tured into the corporate temple. The vaults were silenced
seemingly more hallowed than ever. Only saccharine
sleigh-bells rippled the air and, devoid of the masses,
empty of commerce, this cavern “seemed” bearable.

After a brief stroll, long enough to thaw my extremi-
ties, I felt a presence. Yes Gentle readers, I was not alone
in this, the holiest of holies. Following, just closely enough
to insist discomfort were a group of darkly clad individu-
als. As they drew closer I recognized the group as EATON-
SECURITY, although the cuffs, pepper spray and those
padded (possibly bulletproof) costumes conjured a some-
what of a disturbing image. These guys were, without
doubt, SANTA’S SWAT TEAM. Their polite, if brisk
questioning, was followed by a more understated (if sus-
tained) pursuit, scuttling from radiant reindeer to the
partial cover of cobweb snowscreens. Incessant radio

HISS, CLICK and CHATTER was evidence of confu-
sion among the elves. Here was a consumer, not consum-
ing, in fact not doing much at all - except perhaps watch-
ing, quietly. Disobeying the corporate rules has made me
a bad little being, and when the little helpers report back,
I expect to be scored heavily, and finally, from the big-
guys’ chimney list. Is this necessarily a bad thing? Well,
take a moment, Enrique within (yourself) and decide - I
strongly recommend it.

Too much Eye-candy, like other confections, invokes
little but party nausea. The non-consumer experience was
certainly filling (if very far from satisfying) and the lazy
arctic wind slapped me back into awareness. As the dia-
mond-blast door sealed behind me a thought crystal-
lized.

A single deck of this mothership of acquisition could
house hundreds if not thousands of people, and certainly
those souls clinging to their lives less than a block away.
I wonder, would the great and charitable Santa, the pa-
tron of the season, dim his lights for a day and rent a
space heater and maybe, just maybe save a life of two.

I'Wonder.....

@w%wﬁw
z

U of T Students for
the Ethical Treatment

of Animals -SETA

U of T SETA comprises a diverse
group of students who are interested
in the ethical and philosophical
questions raised by humans' treatment
and use of nonhuman animals. SETA
works actively to increase awareness
-- both on and off campus -- of animal
rights issues, from vivisection and
dissection to the ethical, ecological,
and health-related implications of the
consumption and production of meat
(and other animal bi-products).

We are always looking for new
members and volunteers. To find out
more about SETA, or to have your
email address added to our mailing
list, please contact Karen

(kaos.wong@utoornto.ca).
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REBEKA TABOBONDUNG

AHNEEN, MY NAME 1§ REBEKA
TABOBONDLING AND 1 AM HAPPY TO
INTRODLUCE MYSELF Af A NEW BOARD
MEMBER HOLDING A FIRST NATIONS
LIAfON PORTFOLIO. | TRANSFERRED TO
U OF T LAST SEPTEMBER FROM THE
INSTITUTE OF INDIGENOLI§ GOVERNMENT,
IN VANCOUVER (THE FIR§T INDI&-
ENOLIf, AUTONOMOLS, POST SECOND-
ARY INSTITUTION IN CANADADSADLY,
THEY $TILL ONLY 4O A§ FAR A§ $EC-
OND YEAR, §O HERE | AM IN TORONTO,
FINALLY BACK IN THE HEART OF
OJIBWAY TERRITORY WHERE
MY ROOTS ORIGINATE. MY
PORTFOLIO Af FIRST NA-
TIONS LIAISON I§ ONE
THAT WA§ RE-
CENTLY CREATED
§fO 1 CAN EXTEND
THE WORK [ AL-
READY DO A§ A
SPOKESPERSON
FOR THE NATIVE
§TUDENTS A$§O-
CIATION (N§A)
AT U OF T. HEY,
WE SHARE THE

CHRIS RAMSAROOP
Hey wassup, 'm Chris Ramearoop and | share the
Anti-Racism Portfolio with Kathy. 'manUof T
undergraduate studentin Feace and Conflict Stud-
ies,on-again/off-againexecutiveofthe ASSU (since
1995; currently off, but who knows what the future
holds), founding member of the Committee in Sup-
port of Justice for Dr. Chun (since spring 1997@,
former President ofthe (1996-99), and part of the
organizing committee for the U of T anti-corporate
student orientation (This Way Please, Sept 1999)
andtheFreeUniversityof Toronto(since Dec1999).
When I'm not agitating on campus, | work for the
United Farmworkers of America and
agitate off-campus on issues of
workers-rights, globalization &
the corporate agenda,
homelessness (founding
member of the Allan
GardensFroject,stu-
dent sleep-out pro-
test at Allan Gar-
dens, since August
1999), and police
abuse of power.

STAFF AND BOARD
OPIRG is an incorporated non-profit
organisation. We are run by a volunteer Board of

Directors comprised of eight members which operate on a
consensus decision-making model. The board of directors is
responsible for the direction and operations of the organisation
and for the guidance of its staff (Karen & Mooky). This board
is elected at our annual general meeting in late March. Board
meetings are held bi-weekly during the academic year and tri-
weekly 1n the summer session. These meetings are open, so if

iAPi%EM g#[glﬂ?dung- you are interested in becoming a board member or just KATHY
TANTLY, MANY OF want to know want goes on there, feel free to N ASTOVSKI

THE §AME SOCIAL JLI§-
TICE CONCERN§ AND [N-
TERESTS. | M LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO THE NfA BEING

MORE CONNECTED WITH OPIRG,

AND
PLAYING A ROLE IN BUILDING LINK§ TO

ENSURE THE FOLINDATION§ OF OUR
fTRUGGLES ONLY BECOME §TRONGER.

MOOKY CHERIAN

Hey y'all, My hame is Mooky, | am the  Coordinator
of Programming and Volunteers at OPIRG Toronto.
Outside of OFPIRG, | spend my time staying on the
move, indulging in music and other stimulants, and
tryingtostayhealthy. This pastyearat OPIRG To-
rontohasbeen somewhat of atransformationwith
60 much change happening on all levels. It inspires
me to see things moving forward. This year | hope
we continue to expand our scope, to make strate-
gic effective change, work with groups that we
havent worked with, to welcome new faces and
catch up with familiar ones. Please don't hesitate
to drop by during office hours to chat, sleep, tell
jokes, use resources or whatever. My office hours
are Mon-Thu 2-6

contact the office for more informatios

Hello! I share the res
Equity Coordinator with
Chris. This involves
promoting OPIRG's anti-discrimination
policies, anti-racism training and
helping resolve individual and structural
problems.

DAVID SHIGA

| am a second year physics student, and started
getting involved with OPIRG last year, mostly with
the Anti-Corporate Rule Action Group, which was
promoting fair trade coffee, but also with Students
Against Sweatshops and the Newsletter Collective.
With Susan, | will be working on the Media portfo-
lio. One thing that is on my mind for the coming
year is reaching out to the many people who do not
consider themselves activists and ensuring that in-
formation barred from the mainstream media is
made available to them. | also am particularly keen
on trying to lessen Canada’s contributions to vio-
lence around the world, such as in Colombia, Tur-
key and Iraq.
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KAREN TIPOM

heyeveryone. ren,andoneofthethings

i do is coordinate administration and special
projects at OPIRG-Toronto, thoughwhen people ask
mewhati‘do’,iusually tellthemthati'macommu-
hityorganizerandphotographer. infurtherdescrib-
ing myself,i’lluse words like: dyke, middle-class, Chi-
nese, boy-femme. don't know if these categories
are much help though, if they shift and change as
much for you as they do for me, that is.

i'vebeeninvolvedinorganizinginKingston (where
ilivedandstudiedforafewyears)andTorontothat
is anti-oppression focused, feminist-based and
queer-positive. theaimisclasscollapsing, anti-rac-
ist, and focused on specific realities and material
conditions that get entrenched through fucked up
ideologies and are backed by money and power. iam
currently focusing on organizing around policing.in
downtown Toronto and with the Jane-Finch com-
munity, as well as building more links with activists
of colour and trying to help establish a network of
Pacific Asian activists who are organizing in the To-
ronto area.

I'm really looking forward to this next year at
OFIRG-Toronto, directed by its hardcore commit-
ment to anti-racism and anti-oppression. im al-
ways wanting to meet and plot with volunteers, so
please do drop by the office. i'm usually in pretty -
early and stay around until mid afternoon, though
myofficial officehours areMondaytoThursday, 11am

&P LIZ LEE

HEY EVERYBODY! I’M THIS YEAR’S CAMPUS
AND CoOMMUNITY OuUuTREACH CO-
ORDINATOR. OPIRG U OF T OFFERS MANY
LEVELS OF SUPPORT (EG. SPACE BOOK-
INGS, DONATIONS, CO-SPONSORSHIPS) TO
COMMUNITY AND OTHER CAMPUS GROUPS,
OR INDIVIDUALS WHDO WISH TO ORGANISE
EVENTS OR PROJECTS. PLEASE FEEL FREE
TO DROP-BY OR CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR
MORE INFORMATION. ASIDE FROM REGU-
LAR BOARD DUTIES, | ALSO WORK ON THIS
AWESOME (HEE HEE) NEWSLETTER AND
VOLUNTEER WITH THE ANTI-POVERTY
GROUP. I’'M ALSO VERY INTERESTED IN
WORKING IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP
(ENVIRONMENTALISM IS NOT DEAD...AT
LEAST IT SHOULDN’T BE!). | FIND OPIRG
TORONTO TO BE A VERY COMFORTABLE
SPACE TO WORK IN. | URGE (UGH!...DAMN
THAT SHAMPOO COMMERCIAL) ANYONE,
WHO WANTS TO DO ANYTHING AROUND
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE IS-
SUES TO COME AND SHARE THEIR IDEAS.

SUSAN KEENAN
THIf If MY FIRST YEAR ON THE OPIRG
BOARD, BUT | WAf INVOLVED IN §TU-
DENTS AGAINST SWEATSHOPS LAST YEAR,
AND | HOPE TO USE MY S$KILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE GAINED FROM THESE
GROUPS TO MAKE OPIRG AN EVEN BET-
TER PLACE TO MEET, WORK , PLAN
AND ACT®! 1| AM THE MEDIA <O-
ORDINATOR, O | WILL BE GETTING OUR
MESSAGE OUT TO THE COMMUNITY BY
HELPING OUT THE NEWSLETTER COLLEC-
TIVE, RADIO OPIRG AND WORKING WITH
CAMPUS AND COMMLUNITY MEDIA., 1 M
REALLY EXCITED ABOUT THE UPCOMING
YEAR, AND | WOLLD LOVE TO HEAR
YOUR IDEAS, QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS.
E-MAIL ME AT SUSAN.KEENAN¢
UTORONTO.CA OR LEAVE A MESSAGE
IN MY OPIRG MAILBOX AT THE OF-

FICE. :
Sangeeta KGT’OH
Jﬁ‘eno! Mq povt}toho is the volunteer coordinator.

ML; 11e§pon§i|:>i|ities inclu%e L\e'ping Mookq in tl’we

recruitment, orientation anJ training of new

~~
vo!unteevs. Do iT you l’\ave any questions about

DH_QG contact me or Mooiﬁq.
PAUL TSANG

(Finance Supervisor)

Hey gang! This is Paul Tsang. How are y'all
doing? I am a gradstudent in the Physiology
dept. I hope to complete my Phd studies in
the next couple of years. Untilthat happens,
I'll be keeping myself busy by sticking it TO
THE MANI! Cooll I've been involved with many
organisations and activities since I got politi-
calbackinthe day. These include president
of the GSU, student rep on the council of stu-
dent services (talk about goodtimes), on the
academic board of governing council (even
more good times). I got so sick of the
corporatising of U of T,1 hope to organise U
of T's first ever, Anti-Corporate orientation -
This Way Please’, and its successor event,
"the Free University of Toronto". Does racism,
discrimination and lack of physical
accessiblity get you down? Well it gets me
down! And that’s why I've been fighting for
the Justice of Dr.Chun for the last 3 years as
wellas demandingstructuralchanges to the
campus in order that U of T is accessible to
students with disabilities. I love s‘rirringz( it up,
especially when we started up groups ke the
Anfi-cuts coalitiona and the Student Action
Crew. We know how to throw a good party.
Anyway, it’s enough about me, I'm outta
here,I gotta go. PS.APUS, herel come.

vo(unteewng at

See al
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In 1999, the much-anticipated book by Leonard Peltier, called
PRISON WRITINGS: MY LIFE IS MY SUN DANCE, hit distri-
bution. The book, edited by longtime Peltier supporter Harvey
Arden, shares Peltier’s first-person accounts of his life as a
political prisoner, and his continued work for the liberation and
self-determination of his people. Peltier's commentaries, jour-
nals and poetry explode off the page, each word questioning
and speaking out against the colonial past and present of white
supremacist persecution of indigenous peoples and people of
colour. Leonard Peltier fought against all obstacles, at great
personal risk, to share his words, and it is our responsibility to
think about and act upon what he has to say.

Leonard Peltier, a member of the American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) since the early 1970s, was falsely convicted of
murdering two FBI officers during an FBI invasion of the Pine
Lodge Reservation, which is territory of the Oglala Nation. The
invasion happened on June 26, 1975, immediately after AIM
members came to Pine Lodge to set up a protected area. In
the midst of the shootings between the invading FBI forces
and indigenous peoples who were trying to defend themselves,

. two FBI agents were killed, and AIM members were instantly
assumed to have killed them.

Several months later, Leonard Peltier was found hiding
out in British Columbia, and then extradited using false testi-
monies back to the United States for trial by an all-white jury in
Fargo. “| was the last Indian left to railroad for the deaths of
their two agents. If the feds couldn't get the real killer, they
were damn sure going to get me. And they did.” Peltier was
convicted of murder and given two consecutive life sentences
(on top of which seven years would later be added for an es-
cape attempt in 1978).

Throughout the eighties and nineties, FBI documents were
found that included, for instance, the forensic evidence exon-
erating Peltier, as well as information that pointed to the pre-
meditated nature of the invasion of Oglala lands. The original
prosecutor in the trial that convicted Peltier has since stated
publicly that the FBI has no idea who fired the weapon that
killed the two agents. Peltier remains in prison, slated for re-
lease in 2041, assuming he is still living by then.

Peltier's writing makes it clear that the struggle for his
freedom must go hand in hand with attacking and dismantling
the structures of the prison-industrial complex, the court sys-
tem and the web of state-sanctioned brutalization known as

A Review of....
Leonard Peltier's

PRISON WRITINGS:

MY LIFE IS MY SUN DANCE
: by Andrew Pershad Reddin

| Emsten oy verary seven
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“law enforcement.” Peltier links these systems to the physical
and economic gencoide that First Nations communities have
experienced on this continent since 1492. “Our sovereignty,
our nation-hood, our very identity- along with our sacred lands-
have been stolen from us in one of the greatest thefts of hu-
man history. And | am referring not just to the thefts of previ-
ous centuries but to the great thefts that are still being perpe-
trated upon us today, at this very moment.”

Peltier also questions the hypocrisy of the United States’
claim to uphold “democratic freedom.” If democracy exciudes
the voices of First Nations peoples and people of colour, if a
democratic government feels entitled to inflict all possible lev-
els of violence upon non-white people, then aren't we living in
a state of white tyranny? Peltier argues that a just world would
respect rather than repress difference, and would work to end
the oppression of all peoples: “Never cease to fight for peace,
justice, and equality for all people. Be persistent in all that you
do and don't allow anyone to sway you from your conscience.”

Peltier also talks about the capitalist assault on nature,
and how white capitalists “justify” the seizure of indigenous
land: “They callously pushed us onto remote reservations on
what they thought was worthless wasteland, trying to sweep
us under the rug of history. But today, that so-called waste-
land has surprisingly become enormously valuable as the re-
lentless technology of white society continues its determined
assault on Mother Earth. White society would now like to ter-
minate us as peoples and push us off our reservations so they
can steal our remaining mineral and oil resources. It's nothing
new for them to steal from nonwhite peoples.”

Leonard Peltier has been a political prisoner for a quarter
century. And he is in jail because he is indigenous, because he
refuses to be silent, because the white supremacist state wants
to kill him slowly. But Leonard Peltier is living and struggling
still, and his words echo off centuries of history, mobilize us in
the present, and give us direction for the future.”Out of death
comes life. Out of pain comes hope. This | have leamed these
long years of loss. Loss, but never despair. | have never lost
hope or an absolute belief in the rightness of my cause, which
is my People’s survival.”

Contact the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee at:
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
P.O. Box 583, Lawrence KS 66044
785.842.5774

Ipdc@idir.net
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WHAT IS FAIR TRADE?

oA s

- o -
At thelast IFAT Annual General Meeting held in May 1999, thefollowing definition of Fair Trade was agreed
upoh as a working text:  "Fair Trade is an alternative approach to conventional international trade. It is a
trading partnership which aims at sustainable development for excluded and disadvantaged producers.
It seeks to do this by providing better trading conditions, by awareness raising and by campaigning. "

The goals of Fair Trade are:

1. Toimprove the livelihoods and well-being of producers by improving market access, strengthening producer organisa
tions, paying a better price and providing continuity in the trading relationship.

2.To promote development opportunities for disadvantaged producers, specially women and indigenous people, and to |
protect children from exploitation in the production procese.

\

2. Toraise awareness among consumers of the negative effects on producers of international trade so that they
exercise their purchasing power posgitively

4.To set an example of partnership in trade through dialogue, transparency and respect.

5. To campaign for changes in the rules and practice of conventional international trade.

6. To protect human rights by promoting social justice, sound environmental practices and economic security.

You CAN SUPPORT FAIR TRAIDE AT THESE TORONTO SHOPS:

ALTERNATIVE GROUNDS
233 Roncesvalles Ave.,

534-6325

THE Bia CARROT
343 Danforth Avenue,
4606-2129

CAVTHRA SQUARE CAFE
519 Church Street
292-68678

CITRON
813 Queen Street W.,
504-2647

DiABLO’S COFFEE BAR
University College
University of Toronto

ETERNAL ABUNDANCE
(organic coffee only)
3066 Bloor Street, W.,

234-52556

NATURAL VALLEY FooDs
960 College Street,
516-9729

Ricco’s
12 Avenue Road, #103
707-7426

ToRONTO ORGANICS
24 Doncaster Raod
691-9709

WraP N’ RoLL
192 Bloor Street, W. 323-3212

225 Queen Street, W. 340-1322
100 Wellington St. W., 861-1472

450 Yonge St., 922-5339

WHo's EMMN
©9 Nassau 5t.,
596-2254

BRIDGEHEAD STORE
18 Roy's Square
975-8766\ (800) 565-8563

CHOCOLATTO
1009 Yonge Street;
922-401

COUNTER CULTURE
York University

511 Bloor St.W.,,
536-3293

52 INC.
294 College St.
960-0034

KARMA CO-OPERATIVE
739 Palmerston Ave.
534-1470

REVENUE CINEMA SNACK BAR

400 Roncesvalles Ave.,

RIVER RESTAURANT
43 Roncesvalles Ave.,

535-0857

TRINITY SQUARE CAFE
10 Trinity Square
599-9315\598-2010. .

Yore UNIVERSITY GRADUATI
LounGe v o
York University

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT
2849 Dundas St. W.,
762-1204

THE VEGETARIUM CAFE

33 St.George St.,

Phone: c/o OPIRG Toronto 979-7770
E-mail: kennedy@cs.toronto.edu
http://vegcafe.sa.utoronto.ca

LERER/E FAIR TRADE
no means .

complete. If <
you know of | . £ A
other places
in ornto
that provide
fair  trade
Joods, please
contact
Opirg so that
we may up-
date this di-

= B
CERTIFIED.
rectory. Look for the label!
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Cycling for a Cleaner Future

Several years ago, the Kyoto summit on climate change
produced a protocol for reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions which our government, a signatory, has admittedly
no chance of meeting. Canada has in fact gone in the
opposite direction, increasing emissions steadily ever
since. Although power stations, industry, and large scale
farming all do their share of polluting, transportation is
one of the largest and pretty much the only source we can
all do something about.

Transportation in Canada today is almost synonymous
with car use, but in cities, where an ever growing major-
ity of Canadians live, cars are not necessary rarely the
most sensible choice. Short, single occupant trips with
little or no cargo are the main use cars are put toward in
an urban environment, and this is exactly the type of trans-
port cars are least suitable for. The average car sold in
Canada has been growing larger and less fuel efficient
thanks to the mounting craze for minivans and SUVs.
: ., Besides being
big polluters,
these hulking ve-
hicles are more
dangerous to
other road users
because their
larger size,
weight, and
higher center of
balance provide
@ more blind
¥ spots, take more
room, and cause
them to take
much longer to
come to a stop.

What can be
done? Gasoline
engines are slowly becoming more efficient and plans
are underway to supplement and even replace them with
electric fuel cells over the next two decades but this is a
long term band-aid solution to a real, deadly problem we
face now. First off, these battery cells will be charged by
the gas motor or by a fossil fuel burning or nuclear power
station. Secondly, they are large and very heavy so that
the size and weight problems conventional motor vehi-
cles have will persist while the increased weight will mean
even more power consumption. Clearly the dominant
vehicle type must change if our roads are to become safer
and cleaner, but with private industry designing and pro-
moting all of the available transportation options, safety,
‘environmental and quality of life interests will continue
to take a back seat. :

We all still have our personal choices to make and until a
government is elected that is progressive in more than
name, individual action will be the only source of
progress. City dwellers have the greatest array of op-
tions for transport, with public transportation, however
flawed, becoming a feasible alternative for more of us as
the density of communities increases. Greater benefits
still are available to those willing and able to make use of
human powered vehicles, the most efficient and popular
form of which is the bicycle. Self propelled people get
valuable exercise while saving money and experiencing
the sights and sounds of their community directly. Bicy-
cles produce no emissions, do not leak toxins, damage
roads, block vision, noise pollute, heat the air, take up
only a fraction of road and parking space, and rarely travel
above posted speed limits. The biggest problem with
bicycles is the roads available to riders.

_ Indifferent is the kindest wofd I can find for the attitude

of our leaders towards the fun-loving and generous souls
who brave our streets on two wheels. North American
car worship has created an environment in which speed-
ing is commonplace and where speed limits are rarely
enforced by our public servants. The few lanes that are
dedicated to bikes across this city are rarely connected to
one another or even continuous through intersections.
They become completely useless when police officers
refuse to ticket those parking and driving in them. Be-
tween the lack of official support and racing-porn car ads,
drivers in the city often see bicyclists as a nuisance or
obstacle rather than as citizens engaged in responsible
and environmental road use. Perhaps it is a myopic asso-
ciation of bicycles with youth or poverty but according
to the law, and to common sense, it is both wrong and
dangerous for cars to illegally park in bike lanes. Bicy-
clists and motorists alike need to have their rights and
responsibilities spelled out and enforced evenly for a
cleaner future. Many “closeted” cyclists will come out
of hiding once they can feel safe and respected on the
streets they help pay for. Other forms of non-motorized
personal transportation, like rollerblades and foot pro-
pelled scooters, have not yet received any legal recogni-
tion, but developments on that front will be interesting to
monitor.

Canada and especially Toronto needs clean transporta-
tion to take over quickly or we will be facing many times
the current thousands of annual premature deaths from
poor air quality. In Toronto we get air advisories recom-
mending that the young, the old, those with respiratory
problems and those wishing to exercise should stay in-
doors. That leaves only the healthy and lazy free to go
outside, presumably to drive somewhere or use their gas-
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powered lawnmowers, leafblowers and recreational ve-
hicles (remember avoid exercise). The invisible hand of
market economics has not lifted one invisible finger on
this problem. This is absurd; we need government inter-
vention.

Emissions reducing alternatives must be tax free and pro-
moted heavily, perhaps even subsidized where possible.
As the only affordable and practical means of emissions
free transportation currently existing, bicycles must be a
central part of a national greening strategy, because al-

though they are most useful in urban environments, they
still provide an affordable, non-polluting personal trans-
portation alternative and exercise in suburban and semi-
rural areas. Regulations must come in to make cars and
streets safer for non-motorists, and to enforce fuel effi-
ciency minimums, size and weight maximums for per-
sonal vehicles. To this end, local governments will need
the freedom to modify their laws for their
unique neighbourhoods and environments.
So besides getting on your bike to help out
this planet, use your vote wisely.

O e Whikers ad e Raoas W Edue

Bu/ Doana Gabriele, S48

Postcard

from
Yow cn you descrive ée,e,\"nss Tl are wxexp\akmb\e?. Yo b you pofTray picTures ThWal even The
"0 JSTee Tok Foww can you express THaT \whnidn can BT be saidS One. o€ The. \nardeST Things aloodT
n a developiny OUATYY s &é’.nTTe,\y g \ome WT{y‘mﬁ’Ye relaTe clourkul experiences \Which see
on paper. g ToTell people Thal sv3<9€/\'ﬂy'“na Luces on Whrd Vison comwviercidls \wave mares)

MTs s a repofT on a povverul Ten Qoys’ﬂna'r a group STUWdeATs age) -2 spefé % I\)mmsva, CeATra Rverica,
Te expecience began \WiTh a Tour o€ , The uAlry s cagiTal ETy, 90\/¢FT»/ and allfure s\hock \were expezTed and
LT The sigaTs \WiTnessed Through Thhe proTezTive. \windowws o€ a small Tour bous \were besond belie€, Feople. loked up Crom
Ther &Joz'ways) Their eves asking \whal gave Us The iglAT To look Jovwn as € am anvvals v a 2o, Wdeed TWAT s \oww
These people \nave been Trealed oy The \world oMUY as a \wAle,

For The lovwer and \working class people ok l\)m(‘aﬁua) poiTeal nSTAbiTTy, \Wnger, €ear and poverTy ace a realTy. The
nausedTng sigAT ok people Tving n c%mps and SETng Though The Ty s Sackase. Lor o EThing To eaT or sell s all Too
OO, Tny shacks made o€ TN TWAT wioST NPT Rviericans \vwould consider v€TTo Wouse. anwdls ave. \ovies Sor 5%
ok The \aTon, and These  \ouses  are Sound AGAT neXT dor To Tlree STorey mansions Wil \well manicured lavans and

Nicaragua

well €ed dogs aT The \windowvws, The cidh XD o€ The populaTion s proTezTed by \walls Topped \WiTh bardoed \wire and
3\1(.«35 pos’Te) by The sales, Social njusTice and eqyalily are dovious n |\)mra9uaJ bl Vievwed £rom The \windovws o€
Tre bus, The Laces have o names and Gor wany T is odT o€ SGAT oJT o€ wind,

Tre main ParT o€ The TTrip \vos To be speAT n a rendle and mpovrisihed vilage, and 0 on day Three, The 5TudeATs

o V] O people welormed The eATourage \WiTh open anms, ALTer aTour o€ The Ve, a éow’Tx/ £ve mnTle \walk
To The £ofThesT \rouse, The Sroup \was spiT up, T\/-e;1 \weAT To lve \WiTh Lamilies \who \would be Their WosTs Sor The
neXT £ive days, Tis \would be \wiere They leared The 3T, When STTng on a dark porda AT AIGAT WiTh only a sl
ol IgAT Lor The eATire Lamily To share, There \vas BT one momeAT o€ boredom, R&Ter AT a Lenv wiomeATs There \was
a sense ok Lamilially bETveen eenpne. e language barrier \wnich 03T experiened 83 T maTler as basic son
language \worked ST as \well as \vords,

D»rmcj'ﬂ«e day, \~ork \was done on a sl sdvol \here Ty wemoers voluaTeered dlong \WiTh The Campdons,
T\ne,y explaned o muda a sdnool \vas needed as e closeST sl \was wore Than Lo mles away. e dhldren \were
excled aoodT FTITng a schvol, Al 0€ Them sa'.c?'-l\ne,x/ warTed To P To s, T \was The only \way To FT anphere, T\r@/
even cryeAled Wovw generus T vwas Lo The To miss scol To \elp Them as STudes are so porTeAT.

As The \week ressed, so 3d The relaTonships, Trere \was a baseball gane, £oTbdl waTdhes and Yong \walks
Though The jungle. The wre e ST To kow aboddT The. pesple The wire. \we sypalivized \WiTh Theie STruggles, The
STories They TTold o€ living Tharougla avil vwae \were Voreikic, TJears n Their ees \when They spoke ok love ones losT To
a reedless \war agansT The \US backed CoATvas wwere The only lesson \we veeded on \world poTies' and The LuntTons o
The UATed NaTons, W a cuATry once ravased by and ST showing The wiarks o€ a™Ten vear long cvil \war and revoldTon
There s muda TTo make you quesTon JET \WAT we cll jUsTice. YeT The glmpse \wve T aT The people, Their Xindness
andTheir nSTaAT e€LorTs To wmprove. like wakes TT easy To undersTand \whny Sandvo (The €aTher o€ revoldTion and drange
e l\)mmﬁva ) el peATly said "On\x/"ﬂne. wworkers and The peasols shall endure.”

You MIGAT ask AT s The oAt o€ sudn an aFTideS Pex\»aps al you Wil learn s TThaT l\)mraf)va s n CeAlral
Avecica, bOT pernaps T \will poidT you nThe direzTon o€ CeATral Rvwaerica, Exposure Trips ace \appenng ansTaaTly, based
1 ToroATo and ThroughnoTT Canada, The 1ATeAToNn belnd This \was To enourase. you To emoark a ke dranging purvey
€ ever you have The chance. To see s To believe, To wdersTand, To learn, and o all n love WiTh a people and OUATrY
Tar you M‘-<j\r§T T oThemwise \wave cared doodT,




Action Speaks Louder o Summer/Fall 2000

Trans Child Removed from Supportive Parents

by Gwendolyn Ann Smith

OHIO — Parents Paul and Sherry Lipscomb are in the fight of their lives: An attempt to keep custody of their 6-year-
old daughter, Aurora. A Franklin County Magistrate ruled against them August 23rd [2000], awarding temporary
custody of Aurora to Franklin County Children’s Services (FCCS).

When Aurora was approximately two years old, Sherry and Paul began to notice that she, then their son, had a
preference for feminine toys, clothes, shoes, and activities. By the time she'entered pre-school, Aurora was emphati-
cally stating that she was a girl. She had also announced her choice of name and insisted that she be addressed by it.
The Lipscombs initially viewed Aurora’s behavior as just a phase of her development and assumed that she would
outgrow it. As Aurora grew older, however, society around her began exerting increasing pressure on her to conform
to social gender-role expectations. Accordingly, Aurora began exhibiting emotional problems in response to those
pressures.

The Lipscombs sought therapy for Aurora, whichin¢luded several inpatient hospitalizations. In the course of Auro-
ra’s treatment she was diagnosed with both Gender Identity Disorder (GID) and Aspergers Syndrome (a mild form of
autism similar to Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). The parents discontinued therapy and sought legal repre-
sentation after they discovered that therapists were using behavior modification techniques in an attempt to force the
child to identify and behave as a male. It was prior to the fourth and final period of hospitalization that the Lipscombs
had told the doctors and Aurora’s school that they were planning to support Aurora’s gender identity, including
having her ears pierced and home schooling her.

But then the problems started. “On the fourth inpatient stay the physicians totally flipped the diagnosis as strictly
being psychological,” said Paul Lipscomb, “[Telling us] we had to make a child conform.” Children’s Services in
Franklin and Hamilton counties stated that Aurcra shouldbe kept in a male role against her and her family’s wishes.
FCCS filed a petition in Franklin County Court, suggesting residential care for Aurora, which would remove Paul
and Sherry Lipscomb from custody, simply because they have refused to raise Aurora as a male.

Magistrate Sanchez of Franklin County agreed with the FCCS petition, placing Aurora in their custody. The Magis-
trate also refused to order that FCCS maintain Aurora’s female gender identity while in their care, including the use
of her name, and allowing her to wear girl’s clothing. Following the hearing, the Lipscombs and their attorneys,
Randi Barnabee and Mark Narens, filed an objection to the decision. To the parent’s dismay, the objection will not be
heard until September 12th because the judge to-whomthecase is assigned, Kay Lias, is currently on vacation.

The Lipscombs will also be filing a motion to stay the order granting custody of Aurora to FCCS. Duty Judge James
Mason was not willing to stay the order on the day it was issued, because the court-appointed guardian for Aurora
was not present. Judge Mason also posed the question, “Will the child die if I don’t do anything tonight?” Planned
legal actions by the Lipscombs include filing of a writ of habeas corpus in federal court in the hope that FCCS can be
forced to relinquish custody. The Lipscombs also plan to file a federal sex-discrimination lawsuit in federal court
against FCCS, the social workers involved, and others for their violations of Aurora’s civil right to be whoever she
says she is without regard for the gender-role expectations of others. Randi Barnabee noted that social workers do
not enjoy absolute immunity from prosecution in civil rights cases, and that federal law permits social workers to be
sued for damages in such cases even when they were ostensibly acting under the color of law. Paul and Sherry
Lipscomb just want Aurora back home, simply stating, “we love our beautiful and creative daughter.”

Donations to their Defense Fund can be sent to 2121 South Green Road, South Euclid, OH 44121. Make checks out
to “Aurora’s Defense Fund.”

TRANSPHOBIA is at its most basic the fear of a transgendered person and the hatred, discrimination,
intolerance, and prejudice that this fear brings. Transphobia is manifested as harassment, threatened

safety, disqust, ridicule, restrictions on freedom of movement. restrictions on access to resources
(housing, employment, services efc), and violence to name a few.
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Acto-scope

ARIES
- March 21-April 20

Aries, you are a cardinal fire sign ruled by Mars. You tend to be a charis-
matic personality but are prone to aggression and confrontation. You have
the intrinsic motivation to get a project/campaign started, but tend to fizzle
out on the follow through.. Aries, it is time once again for you to put your
efforts towards direct action. Perhaps, through planning a community gar-
den (petunias, sunflowers, and a bit of cannibis are nice) to reclaim some
unused city space, you would fulfil your need for constant challenge, but at
the same time, participate in an action that will provide some balance to your
Jorceful nature.

TAURUS
April 21-May 21

Taurus, you are a fixed earth sign ruled by Venus. You have a love of the
sensual and sensory world. But be careful Taurus, this affinity for the aes-
thetic also makes you prone to being duped by pretty packaging that only
ends up in places like Adam’s Mine, long after the flavour of the chewing gum
has vanished. So next time you see those foul blisterpacks, go to an organic
store in Kensington Market and bulk buy some organic granola instead. It’s
good for you and good for the environment. Oh yeah, it doesn’t hurt if you
carry around your own plastic baggies too.

i R

GEMINI
May 22-June 21

Gemini, you are a mutable air sign ruled by Mercury. You love variety and
are influenced greatly by change. Many new social justice issues will become
increasingly important to you in the near future Gemini, and your challenge
is to try to focus you energies, lest your efforts, spread across too many enter-
prises, becomes diluted by lack of depth and attention for each one. You will
be asked to choose alliances, but if you stay true to yourself, you'll be able to
resolve your inner contradictions. Either diversify your labels, or discard
them all. What ever you do, make sure it's your choice.

CANCER
June 22-July 23

Cancer, you are a cardinal water sign ruled by the moon. This makes you
unpredictable but also infuses you with the capacity for deep emotions. Feel-
ing a sense of home and community is very important for you Cancer, even
though you often feel the need to escape this attachment and extend outside
your comfort zone. You should take the opportunity to go on that exchange to
Cuba or Mexico in the future. It will make you glad and grateful that you had
the chance to go away, and it will also make you appreciate coming home
again.

LEO.
July 24- August 23

Leo, you are a fixed fire sign ruled by the Sun. You're a very strong and warm,
but dominating personality. Your input is always sought after in social groups,
but you must watch that the attention given you does not make your head
swell. (Do the hat test if you're not sure about cranial enlargement.) Next time
you're in a meeting, instead of saying everything that’s on your mind and
commanding the direction of the meeting, just dim your light a litle, so that
others who are less versed in the public arena, get a chance to shine. Who
knows, you just might learn something that surprises and delights you, and as
a bonus, you might also get a healthy sense of humility. (The hat will fit again!)

VIRGO
August 24-September 23

Virgo, you are a mutable Earth sign ruled by Mercury. You are highly organ-
ized and have a great analytical mind and you will always be given the oppor-
tunity for great success. However Virgo, you are inclined to be highly critical
of yourself and others because of your perfectionistic nature. Next time you
create a poster or see some guerilla theatre, try to move outside your own
critical perspective and look at the worthy attributes of each. It might not be
perfect, but it just might be fun, or appropriate, or do the job, which in the
end, is what counts. And you know what, it’s actually pretty cool to allow
yourself'to be impressed by what you and others can achieve sometimes. It’s
okay to give yourself a pat on the back for your deserving efforts.

LIBRA
September 24-October 23

Libra, you are a cardinal air sign ruled by Venus. Your sweet personality and
attractive appearance often fools others into thinking that you're 'nice’ but
ineffective. Show your true colours Libra. You've newly discovered that you
have skills and attributes that make you more valuable than just that of a
pretty shelf ornament. It's time to take charge and see your visionary ideas to
their endpoint. You often let others cut you off during serious discussion.
Don't let it happen again. Make your voice heard. You've got claws, don't be
afraid to use them if you need to.

- SCORPIO
- October 24-November 22

Scorpio, you are a fixed water sign co-ruled by both Pluto and Mars. You are
a strong and powerful personality, and others will want to be near you. Sex
is never far from your mind, and you have a great appreciation for all that is
sensual and erotic. But beware that you do not calously take the people around
you for granted. Others may not be as confident as you are, and you will have
to be more aware of gender politics, and explore assumptions of your own
sense of sexulal liberation and tolerance.

SAGITTARIUS
November 23-December 21

Sagittarius, you are a mutable fire sign ruled by Jupiter. You are very extro-
verted and sociable, and you enjoy interacting with people. Sagittarius, you
would make a great spokesperson in front of the media. So next time you find
a camera in front of.your face at an anti-police brutality demonstration, don’t
be afraid to grab the mic, look straight at the camera,work your magic and
tell the viewers the truth; that the cops are fucking around, abusing their
power, and violating people’s rights, especially people in marginalized com-
munities targeted by the cop’s Community Action Policing campaign. But of
course you will say it more eloquently than that, and people will lis-
ten.

@}‘@ CAPRICORN

December 22-January 20

Capricorn, you are a cardinal earth sign ruled by Saturn. It's time to start a
worm farm! Your practical nature has been telling you, for a long long time
now, that you should be composting all of your foodwaste. You always look at
the leftover bits of food and guiltily discard the morsels into the trash. But no
longer Capricorn. Starting a worm farm will open up a gateway towards
living an enviro-conscious life. Giddy-up little wormies... Yee Haw... Next step:
if it's yellow let it mellow; if it's brown flush it down! Have fun!.
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AQUARIUS
January 21- February 19

Aquarius, you are a fixed fire sign co-ruled by Uranus and Saturn. You are a
curious mixture of theory and practice, often continuously negotiating the
boundary between being individualistic and radical, and at the same time
being compromising and conforming. Though this gives you a multi-perspec-
tive view of most issues and dilemmas, it is time Aquarius, for you to commit
some theory to practice without compromising your idealism. Next time you
have a great idea, like running for Mayor on a ecological platform, move
beyond the thinking stage and go for it. You might not win, but if you make a

k¢ PISCES
. February 20-March 20

Pisces, you are a mutable water sign ruled by Neptune. Youare avery loving
person. You love coffee. But lately you've been wondering about this thing
called fair trade. You're wondering if everytime you buy a cup, if you could
somehow be helping out producers in other countries get a fair exchange for
all their hard work. Being as loving as you are, (loving people too) you decide
to research this. To make this easier on you Pisces, ASL has compiled a list of
some of the fair trade distributers in Toronto on Pg. 33. Check it out and sniff
out some fair trade joe.

concerted effort, it'll be a hell of a lot of fun and at the same time it will be a
huge consciousness-raising campaign. Tip: enlist the help of a Saggitarius.
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OPIRG Toronto Orientations
f : Want to know more about OPIRG Toronto? New volunteers,
H Cc;\_ﬁ members and community individuals are encouraged to at-
o S— 5, tend an OPIRG orientation to learn about what we are work-

ing on and how we function. All orientations take place at the
OPIRG office, 563 SpadinaAve., Room 101 (between Harbord
and College). If you can’t make these dates, give us a call to
arrange an orientation and ask for mooky.
Monday Sept. 18" 1-2pm
Tuesday Sept. 26", 1-2pm
Tues. Oct. 3 11-12 noon

Wednesday Sept. 20", 6-7pm
Thu. Sept. 28", 6-7pm
Thu. Oct. 5" 1-2pm

Activist Skills Series Workshops

OPIRG's RESOURCE CENTRE
Check out the new location of the resource
centre, across from the OPIRG office at the
Women's centre. There you'll find books, videos,
magazine and articles on social justice and
environmental issues. We also have a large
supply of pamphlets and vertical files on many
issues. Check out our on-line publications at:

www.campuslife.utoronto.ca/groups/opirg
Hours: Monday-Thursday 11am-6 pm
Phone: 978-7770

We are currently putting together workshops for volunteers
to fine tune and share your existing skills and to leamn some
new stuff. The workshops dates are not finalized but will
take place between October 10-31. To confirm location and
date, please call the office @ 978-7770. Workshops in-
clude: Facilitation, Activist Poster Making, Media Relations,
Direct Action Rights & Solidarity, and Anti-Racism.
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OPIRG-Toronto is a volunteer-driven, student based organization on U of T campus
dedicated to social and environmental justice. We work on a variety of issues through
activism, education and research. No experience is necessary to get involved and you
will gain valuable skills, experience and the opportunity to work collectively and effec-
tively for meaningful social change. Are you interested in issues of poverty, anti-rac-
ism, corporate responsibility, First Nations Solidarity, sweatshop labour, queer activ-
ism, labour activism, radio, natural menstrual health, newsletter, global solidarity, po-
lice brutality, prisoners' justice, internet activism, GMO foods, or environmentalism?
OPIRG Toronto acts as a catalyst for action. Come into our office and check us out!

FOR MORE INFO, CALL 416.978.7770 OR EMAIL opirg@campuslife.utoronto.ca
563 Spadina Ave, Room 101 www.campuslife.utoronto.ca/groups/opirg




