F i

o,
Trying to learn what's

going onin the viorld by
reading newspopers ..

-

is like trying to tell tirme
by looking at the se-

cond hand ol a walch.

— Ben Hecht

INSIDE:

A Paper on News Immediacy?
by Al Poulin

-the nature of a problem
-understandinc purpose

~the errors of liberalism

-the development of purpose:
professional vs. alternative
influence in CUP

"=the survival of contradiction
-towards understanding the:
different purposes of news
-oppeose anarchistic cynicism
and schematisation of all hues

A Few More Words
by Mario Cutajar
~-the specific as an introduction

to the general

-the mystifying power of

operational logic

-all the news that's fit to sell
-news immediacy in the

bourgeois press

~-the student press as an alternative

-news immediacy in CUP




TWO WORKING PAPERS PRESENTED TO CUP 40

Introduction

These two working papers evolved out of what was initially
a modest attempt to provide the news immediacy issue with a
historical background. Along with the historical background we
had also planned to include a brief analysis of the guestion.

What started out as a trickle of ideas, however, soon grew
into a deluge. The scope of the analysis also grew. While the
aim of the exercise was initially to provide a clarification of
our position on the issue, it was not long before the analysis
acquired another end, namely, to provide an illustration of what
we consider the propoer way to go about discussing issues inside
CUP. Bored sick with the level of debate so far, we set out to
give an analysis that we could feel reasonably satisfied with.

In the process we encountered theoretical problems which
we had not even foreseen. We tried to solve them as best we
could within the short time available.

Needless to say our successes were only partial. Within the
context of the discussion we feel is necessary to understand the
nature of news and the purposes implied, though, there is a real
need for a continuation of this sort of critique. Our shortcomings
should serve to stimulate further analysis.

Struggle!

A PAPER ON NEWS IMMEDIACY
by Al Poulin

From a thought paper presented to 32nd National CUP confer-
ence we take our method in pursuing this discussion. It is one
of numerous papers in the organization's archives, less frequent
in appearance since the reduction of debate to a structural
level, which attempts to ensure an analytic approach to questions
facing Canadian University Press:

"What is a problem? A problem is the contradiction in a thing.
Where onehas an unresolved contradiction, there one has a
problem.Since there is a problem you have to be for one side
and against the other, and you have to pose the problem. To
pose the problem, you must first make the preliminary investiga-
tion and study of the two basic aspects of the problem or contra-
diction before you can understand the nature of the contradiction.
This is the process of discovering the problem. Preliminary
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investigation and a study can discover the problem, can post

the problem, but cannot yet solve it. In o?der to solve thg

problem it is necessary to make a systematic and thorqugh in- )
vestigation and study. This is the process of ana1y31s: In posing
the problem too, analysis is needed; otherwise, faced with chaotic
and bewildering mass of phenomena, you will not be able to

discern where the problem or contradi¢tion lies." 1

There is a problem in Canadian University Press, a fun-
damental problem evident throughout the chaotic and bewildering
mass of phenomena which constitutes the organization's history.
It is not financial, nor are finances independent of it. The
problem, contradiction, is one of purpose -- the absence of a
purpose defining the nature of the organization.

An understanding of the problem is complicated by the
historical existence of CUP in itself, but it is in this com-
plexity that we gain that very understanding. The problem is
not solved, not even understood, until it is analysed within the

history of the organization -- a rationalization of the existing
structure demands an appreciation of itscpurpose, a historical
task. »

Within CUP this task reveals the problem, the contradiction,
of purpose. With this understanding we must approach the guestion
of structure prepared to analyse arguments and proposals beyond
the level of structural functionalism, beyond the key of feas-
ibility. Prior to this consideration there must be a resolution
of purpose. As structure serves purpose in an effective organ-
ization, so purpose is implicit in all structure.

Then we must be critical in our investigation: we must
understand the implications of structural proposals through
an analysis of their place within the basic aspects of the
problem; we must be purposeful.

Understanding the aspects of the problem, one or the other
positions must be supported. A commitment to purpose is nec-
eéssary -- it is necessary to argue against those opposing it;
it is necessary to explain it to those who have no clear con-
ception of the problem or no sense of purpose; it is necessary
to work and build within purposeful structure.

Those opposing our purpose are not the enemy when their
stand is principled, intentional. They are, rather, participants
in the understanding and resolution of the contradiction. Only
by confronting contradictions can meaningful change occur.
Conflict of purpose is healthy, advancing understanding and
revealing problems, establishing a basis for the analysis
required to establish purposeful structure. From conflict
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comes purpose and unity, creating a potentially strong, ef-
fective organization. An organization incapable of undertaking

a critique of its own problems is no credible alternative source
for understanding or demystifying social relations.

The enemy was identified years ago, correctly, as those
who oppose the resolution of the contradiction through conflict.
It is those who avoid the discussion of purpose, who bury their
heads in structural wrangling (or those whose concern is purely
financial) or who call upon the spirit of co-operation when the
problem of unity and purpose demands strife. These are the
enemy -- they are ideologues and their ideology is called
LIBERALISM.

We have fought against hostile ideologies within the organ-
ize 727, resisted their imposition from our separate camps and,
in the process, we have allowed LIBERALISM to imperviate the
organization.

Who will not recognize these manifestations, published in
a paper for the 34th National Conference (Wolfville, Nova Scotia)
in 1971 as existent today? Who does not recognize themself
or some others?

"To let things slide for the sake of peace and friendship
when a person has clearly gone wrong, and refrain from prin-
cipled argument because he is an old acquaintance, a fellow
townsman, a schoolmate, a close friend, a loved one, an old
colleague or an old subordinate. Or to touch the matter lightly
instead of going into it thoroughly, so as to keep on good
terms....To indulge in irresponsible criticism in private in-
stead of putting forward one's suggestions to the organization.
To say nothing to people to their faces but to gossip behind
their backs, or to say nothing at a meeting but to gossip
afterwards. To show no regard at all for the principles of col-
lective life but to follow one's own inclinations....To let
things drift if they do not affect one personally; to say as
little as possible while knowing perfectly well what is wrong,
to be worldly wise and play safe and seek only to avoid blame....
To give pride of place to one's opinions. To demand special
consideration from the organization....To indulge in personal
attacks, pick quarrels, vent personal spite or seek revenge instead
of entering into an argument and struggling against incorrect
views for the sake of unity or progress or getting the work
done properly....

To hear incorrect views without rebutting them....

To work half-heartedly without a definite plan or direction:
to work perfunctorily and muddle along--"So long as one remains
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a monk, one goes on tolling the bell..."

To regard oneself as having rendered great service...
to pride oneself on'Being a veteran, to disdain minor assigi-
ments while being quite unequal to major tasks, to be slipshod
in work and slack in study.... To be aware of one's own mis-
takes and yet make no attempt to correct them, taking a liberal
attitude towards oneself...." 2

In the "President's report" of the 1969 fall report,
Stewart Saxe begins with the quote: "We have met the enemy and
he is us"--Pogo. The charge is not such a light one within the
organization -- how long must it stand before we absolve our-
selves?

This paper takes the debate on news immediacy, one of
long standing in CUP, as a basis for consideration of the
purpose of the organization. The issue is by no means isolated
from the fundamental ideological conflict -- for this reason we
seize on it. The development of the concept and its attempted
implementation illuminate the structural influence on purpose.
The co-existence of a desire for greater emphasis on features
and analytic copy is a graphic illustration of the problem, the
contradiction.

The dichotomy between news immediacy and features/analytic
copy is not absolute yet it characterizes radically divergent
goals within the organization. The divergence has not always
been openly declared nor fully understood. Thus our exploration
cannot be satisfied with mere consideration of the positions
taken in the past -- it must probe them, test them, expose
their weaknesses, their failures.

We wish to understand how the nature of news implies
purpose. Within CUP this understanding has been related to pro-
fessed purpose. Our first consideration, then, should be the
purpose declared in the Charter of the Student Press since
it is to this that structural proposals generally refer for
legitimization. -

At the 28th National Conference (Calgary, 1965) a major
discussion of this document was encouraged. A working paper
submitted by the McGill Daily, Georgain and Loyola News deserves
attention:

"The charter of the Student Press is a graveyard...neither
the Constitution nor the Code of Ethics satisfactorily answers
the question: Why is CUP?....

"Over the last few years there has been an attempt to
redefine the student. The crisis in higher education in Canada,
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the movement of democratization of university strucutres, the
quest for participatory democracy by young people all over the
world have forced students towards a new kind of self-concept-
ualization. This new conceptualization tends toward removing him
from the enclosed world in which he existed as an apprentice
learning a trade. He now regards himself primarily as an en-
tity best defined in terms of his social role.... **

"CUP members have of necessity allowed themselves to be
defined in terms of their success or failure in achieving
freedom of the press. In some cases, this kind of polarization
remains an immediate problem. For the most part, however, the time
has now come for the student press to leave behind the more
negative attitudes forced on it by a struggle against outside
pressure and to think positively of its position in the new
world of the student as citizen. **

"The first question to be raised, then, is the question of
meaningful responsibility; that is to say, a responsibility which
springs from a social dynamic rather than one arising out of,
and defined by, the struggle for autonomy. ...How long are we to
continue thinking solely in terms of what. we are free from? When
may we begin thinking in terms of what we are free for?

"Concretely, we now exist in order to supply information
of all kinds; and we have a perfect right to do so. Concretely,
we enthusiastically acquiesce in the rather vague notion of
training journalists. But we have not yet found a raison d'etre
on any level other than a strictly functional one.

"This situation is partly the result of the obsession with
autonomy already outlined, and partly the result of a kind _of
ethical vacuum that too often marks a press that is itself
directionless. '

"The student press must now redefine its role. Obviously,
 there is a crisis in both our public and private institutions.
The student has been involved because one aspect of that crisis
--the financing of higher education--has impinged on him di-
rectly....It must ensure that its educative function takes pre-
cedence over all other considerations. It must ensure that it does
not detract from the dignity of the concept of student as
citizen by allowing itself to be a sounding board for the kind
of crankish attitudinizing best exemplified by interminable
debates on free love. "'

"To make it (the Charter) central, it should combine both
function and ideal until we reach a situation where function
and ideal have become synthesized. The Charter, then should make
as priority the social responsibility of the student press to
reflect and encourage the genuine social concerns of the student—
citizen." :

The proposal then, is to define CUP's purpose in relation
to the real situation of students within educational institutions
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and society. However, the level of analysis has not yet tran-
scended the "responsible citizenship" complex, suggesting an
inadequate understanding of the "real situation" -- this creates
the danger of incorrect methodology and thus, of structural
ineffectiveness.

But this discussion resulted in amendment of the charter
recognizing "That one of the major roles of the student press
is to act as an agent of social change; that it should continually
strive to emphasize the rights and responsibilities of the
student as a citizen, and use its freedom from commercial con-
trol to examine issues that the professional press avoids"
(10/c/65), and "that the Candian University Press should in-
corporate as its primary purpose an educative function which is
vital to the development of the student-citizen" (11/C/65).

The Goals and Development Commission at CUP 28 also pub-
lished a report based on an ORCUP regional mandate to prepare
a report on the purposes and goals of a university newspaper:

"All papers were in agreement that the primary purpose
of a student newspaper was to report campus news as accurately
and swiftly as possible. In this way, it is hoped the newspaper
will provide information, not otherwise available....Although
local news is of primary concern, most student newspapers
attempt to avoid parochialism by covering national and world
news, since it affects the community, as much as space and money
will permit.

"It was generally agreed that the student newspaper has a
duty to attempt to provoke thought and beliefs. Through edit-
orials, features and comment section, the newspaper should try
to guide public opinion and provide a medium of exchange of
differing views....

"The campus newspaper, the members agreed, is completely
responsible for whatever appears in its pages. Therefore it
should strive in the best tradition of journalism, to be as
objective and impartial in its coverage of the news."

After 28 years of existence, then, we have the embryonic
form of a self-conscious radical, analytic press surfacing.
Contradiction is, of course, obvious in the criteria of object-
ivity and impartiality. This contradiction is ever more obvious
in the organization's submission to the Canadian Daily Newspaper
Publishers Association:

"The CUP is in need of professional advice and the CUP
is in need of money to put that advice to good use....As its
constitution describes it, the purpose of CUP is to provide
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a national press service...and to provide an opportunity for
Canadian student journalists to improve the standards of student
journalism.

"....It would not be far from fair to say that CUP has
contributed more men and women to the ranks of professional
journalism in Canada than schools of journalism or any other
single source.

"...The move to Ottawa and a staffed national office (1960)
created, from what had been a fraternal association, a strong
and effective service organization. From a network of more than
30 student newspapers a news and feature service was inaugurated
providing complete, if not up-to-the-minute, coverage of Canadian
student affairs. The Ottawa office filed more than 500 news and
feature stories to 35 student newspapers from September 1974 to
March 1965. Many were national wrapups of student opinion and
activities which eventually found their way -- with or without
credit -- into many of the leading daily newspapers." °

Here we have not only a naive understanding of the com-
mercial press and its fundamentally différent nature/purpose, but
also an account of the genesis of the service vs. co-operation
conflict which reflects the ideological contradictions of the
organization as well. The submission went as far as to suggest
"that an advisory board to CUP can be set up, comprised of
the president and general manager of the CDNPA, six members
of the CDNPA or their delegates, and to include the general
manager of the Canadian Press, the president of the Canadian
Managing Editors Conference and the honourary president of the
CUP, to meet at least once yearly to advise the national executive
of the CUP on the organization's long term policies and programs."®

An investigation into the technology of and co-operation with

the commercial press is also presented at CUP 28 in response

to a mandate from 1964 on "the possibility of establishing a

wire service in co-operation with the CP network." CP flatly
refused to carry CUP copy as did various businesses contacted

that had telex between major cities. National president James
Laxer did the costing of telex for the national office ($2,350

per month) and for papers wishing to link in with the system

(est. $500-700) stating:

"The use of such a system would make it possible for the
national office to send out high priority news to papers just
before their deadline and would enable the large papers to
maintain closer communication.

"Before considering such a step, we should consider care-
fully whether the amount of rush national news is sufficient
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to warrant the cost. Such an expansion of the news service
would require a boost in staff of the national office to increase
the flow of copy: and a hike in the travel, telephone and tele-
graph budgets to give CUP access to a wider range of material.
"The cost at the present time, accordingly, would appear
virtually prohibitive unless CUP is able to find new sources of
revenue of a large scale. While investigating alternatives to
the proposed system, we should consider the full implications of
installing the system before accepting or rejecting it."

The attitude toward the commercial press changes drastically
as the 1960s progress, however, it assumes the status of a
teacher by negative example. In 1967, the Code of Ethics is
modified, changing "unbiased" to "fair" reporting -- recognition
that the professionalism of the commercial press is a pseudo-
objective facade serving the interests of the bourgeoisie.
Similarly, the hierarchical system within the bourgeois press is
rejected in favour of support for democratic papers, with staff
policy formulated and elected editors.

In 1970, alternative and community papers are granted
associate status in the organization. The next conference (CUP 34)
creates a category allowing them full membership. In effect, a
very rapid transition occurs allowing these non-educational
institution papers a voice in the decision-making of CUP,
acknowledging "the kinship of media which do not consider them-
selves part of the establishment media."

CUP 35 (Winnipeg, 1972) saw publication of a critique of
freedom of press and control of media:

"Freedom of the press, like free enterprise, may have
existed in the past, but in corporate society, it has become
simply another convenient myth.

"For example, just before the First World War there were
138 daily newspapers in Canada -- and there were 138 publishers.
In 1953 Canada had only 89 newspapers and 57 publishers. By 1966
there were 110 newspapers and 62 publishers. Today, 14 publishing
groups produce more than two-thirds of the country's 116 dailies.

"Another significant fact is that only 10 cities in Canada
have more than one daily newspaper....In essence, only seven
cities have competing newspapers.

"The third English language daily of Quebec is the Quebec
City Chronical Telegraph, owned by none other than Lord Thomson
of Fleet....

"The three chains -- Tomson, McConnell, and Southam -- own
97.5 per cent of the daily circualtion of English language
newspapers in Quebec....

"Montreal, along with Quebec City and St. John's, are the
only cities in Canada where an independant daily actually
competes with chain papers....
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"The analysis of ownership patterns of Montreal papers in-
dicates that control of the press is based on the same economic
organization and financial advantages common to any corporate
enterprise. The fact that, legally, the right to publish exists,
does not guarantee a free press. Apart from ownership, one can
look at the control advertising exercises over the press....any
publication which wants support in the form of advertising from
large corporations must maintain an editorial policy consistent
with the interests of those corporations. This does not mean that
advertisers verbally dictate editorial policy but that corpor-
ations wield power by their ability to withdraw financial support.

"Likewise owners do not tyranically impose their views on
the editor. Their main criterion in choosing an editor is the
past record of the particular individual. This process of selection
permeates the entire structure so that a cub reporter knows that _
if he or she is to rise to the top, he or she must fall into line."8

This growing definition in opposition to the bourgeois
press along with the incorporation within CUP of some alternative
papers, created greater distinction of purpose and, conseguently,
more pronounced conflict. The fluctuating attitude toward full
membership for alternatives is in itself an indiciation of the
conflict, as are the contents of house organs and conference
working papers; the dichotomies are numerous -- service vs co-
operation, condemnation of isolationism vs local priorization;
objectivity vs. investigation, spot news/filler vs analysis/
features, professionalism vs democratization, technical vs
political fieldworking.

CUP 34, indeed, passed a "directional" motion "recognizing"
the problem:

"Whereas: The report of the national office to this con-
ference makes it clear that CUP lacks direction and needs a new
organization;

"Whereas: The national office should be oriented toward
fulfilling functions that promote constructive struggle and ser-
vice among and between papers on the basis of new ideas;

"Whereas: 0ld ideas and the bureaucracy that reflects them
in the national office have stood in the way of close contact
with and among member papers:

"Resolved that the member papers should restructure their
co-operative styles of work as opposed to maintaining a bureau-
cratic service and that to do this end they instruct the national
office to choose as its first priority fieldwork with member
papers to promote new ideas on the problems facing Canadian and
Quebec students and the Canadian and Quebec people..." (5/5/71)

The most definitive statement of purpose is that for the
national news service, adopted at CUP 38 in 1975:
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The newsservice operates in accordance with the CUP
Code of Ethics.

Canadian University Press recognizes that a class society
exists in Canada, and the important role the post-secondary
education system plays in maintaining the existing social
order. This role is reflected in the policies regarding accessi-
bility to post-secondary education and the resulting composi-
tion of the Canadian student body, in the content of the educa-
tion we receive, and is evidenced by the future positions
which we are expected to occupy within the economic and
social order

Canadian University Press, as an agent of social change,
must as its main priority attempt to use its national news
service to provide Canadian students with information and
analysis of the nature and role of post-secondary education
within the Canadian economic and social system, relate the
current policies of financial cutbacks being waged against
post-secondary education and other social services to the gen-
eral economic crisis facing Canada, and assist students in
mobilizing opposition to these policies.

Further, the news service should report on and critically
evaluate the role played by existing student organizations in
responding to this situation, and encourage change in the
leadership and/or structure of these organizations where they
fail to recognize their responsibility to mobilize students.

Canadian University Press must also use its national news
service to provide Canadian students with information and
analysis ol the capitalist economic system in whichWwe all live,
and to assist students in mobilizing against that sy$tem where
it is lound to be preserving the class structure or to be oppres-
siver to women, minorities. or others within Canada.

But since the 38th national conference some papers have
voiced strong opposition to the mere formal declaration of such
purpose, even withdrawn from the organization, while others have
complained that the structure of recent organizational expansion
fails to serve it (or more basic formulation of purpose).

Wwith the reduction of debate in CUP to the functional level,
the debate on telex (historically documented as a faltering and
expensive "tool" since implementation in 1967) assumed great
importance. News immediacy, of course, was the concept in question.

In Guidelines for News Exchange (Cam Beck, September 1975
House Organ) some guidelines are presented. Two basic ways to
provide news are considered:

"One is to report an event or incident; the other isgto
report what someone says. The latter is the most common."

We must object that this view of news is so simplistic as to
ignore the context in which the news occurs and through which it
assumes its very nature. News does not constitute itself; it is
the product, initially, of social demand -- fundamentally, of
those in control of the media. Those who, in effect, have a near

monopoly through the shared assumption of "free competitive"
ideology which works to protect their established "interests."



S G e

We say that journalism as social activity is intentional,
purposeful -- that irresponsible journalism ignores or denies this
premise.

It may question, thus, change. It may "describe," thus
preserve.

But its effectiveness depends on the quality of understanding
produced, for understanding is the key to meaningful change.
Analysis offers the solution. Reporting cannot in the real world,
divorce itself from interpretation.

That most news reports dialogue is a sign of barrenness in
the field. Orwell puts it thus: "Political language and with
variation this is true of all political parties, from Conservative
to Anarachists, is designed to make lies sound truthful and mur-
der resggctable, and to give appearance of solidity to pure
wind."

Beck further reports:

"The immediacy of these statements is one of the factors
that makes them news; that is, the more recent the statement,
the more it is news. But immediacy, as often as not, is con-
trived."ll

Essentially this is the point: immediacy, whether contrived
or actual, is a technique of the commercial press. News is a
commodity within such structure. The newspaper is a business
exploiting news for profit, exhausting the use-value of a sub-
ject and subsequently discarding it.

"News immediacy keeps the issues timely, gives them
momentum. There's a feeling that something is happening,
Beck's article maintains.

unlZ

Yet the issues facing students, within educational institu-
tions and society, are historical. Momentum is not the creation
of on-the-spot coverage but of detailed investigation and
analysis. The feeling of "something happening" produced by
sustained but superficial exposure is mere manipulation. News
must be educational, not simply informative, if it is to effect
any "social change."

To be educational is to expose the nature of an event in
the context of social conditions. Only in this context do phen-
omena reveal their essential properties, the properties they pos-

sess by virtue of presenting themselves to humanity within a
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definite social construction. The relationships characterizing
this social construction impose upon phenomena properties not
inherent in their material specificity. Essentially, the pur-
poseful activity of humanity effects a transformation of the
material world and in this fashion objectifies itself within it.

Description of an event, then, is not merely an account of
that interaction which is immediately observable. It is an active
exploration of the purposeful activity which constitutes the
events and of the social relationships within which this activity
occurs. Ruefully, it is a complex and demanding task -- activity,
the precursor of understanding, tends for this reason to operate
as an under regulated human modality

Journalism, as an integration of activity and understanding,
and occurring continuously within the larger movement of history,
is faced with formidable tasks. To accomplish any demystification
of the objectified activity of man, to expose the contradictions
of social relationships, requires detailed investigation and
penetrating analysis.

There are, consequently, more attractive approaches: anar-
chism and schematization. The attraction of both is their rel-
atively simplistic account of events.

Anarchistic journalism enjoys some popularity with the
Canadian University Press -- it can be defined as a frustrated,
fatalistic or cynical appreciation of the absurdity of human
activity, given the existence of alienating and seemingly in-
tractible social relationships.

Schematization may assume various specific forms but its
nature is essentially arbitrary reductionism. Within sectarian
opposition to the existing social conditions this can assume the form
of a highly sedimented language in which analysis is replaced
by the application of pre-existing jargon to events (on the
assumption that analysis has been carried to its completion
necessitating simple. recognition of the generic theory behind
a specific event.)

Schematization is most powerful, however, within the
commercial press. Heri3 "devout liberalism buttressed by a
positive methodology" supports the transformation of human
activity into a commodity. This occurs both within the context
of the news (through the offereance of sensational or immediate
news, news out of context) and within the actual production of the
news (through the undemocratic, hierarchical structure of the
work) .
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The liberal scheme assumes the moral dictums of individ-
valism -- the concept of the discrete, autonomous and morally
accountable individual within society. It applies empiricism
in the description of human events, regarding historical facts
as analagous to the facts of natural science, "discrete, atomic,
and supremely indifferent to the position of the observer."l

The myth of objectivity and the practice of consideration
of events in isolation still exists within the commercial press
long after their rejection in other fields of social investiga-
tion. In "History: the Poverty of Empiricism"™ G.S. Jones puts
forward the position of the modern historian E.H. Carr, which
may serve as a cogent summation:

"The main opposition to world-weary liberal pessimism or
wistful nostalgia has recently been led by E.H. Carr. In What
is History? Carr launched a wvigourous attack upon empiricism,
pseudo-objectivism and the subordination of historical analysis
to moral stricture....Above all, Carr demolished the exhausted
dichotomy between "facts" and "interpretations" which was the
cornerstone of latter-day positivism. The liberal approach has
always assumed that theory "interpretations" will emerge after
the collection of facts: ie by induction....Theory would come,
like steam from a kettle, when it reached boiling point. The
initial illusion is evident. Those who tried to create theory
out of facts, never understood that it was only theory that
could constitute them as facts in the first place....Similarly
those who focused history upon the event failed to realize that
events are only meaningful in terms of a structure which will
establish them as such....Pointing out that all writing of his-
tory involves a selection from the sum of facts available, he
demonstrated that any sélection of facts obeys an implicit
evaluative criterion. "Facts" are thus inseparable from "inter-
pretations" which in turn are determined by "values." These
values should, he argued, be grounded and verified by the imminent
movement of history itself....that this movement is essentially
that of man's increasing control over nature and society, their
environment and themselves....Socialist historians must form
their own institutions, run their own journals, and stage their
own debates without sliding into either sectariansim or eclect-
icism. They should not retreat into the safe pastures....They
should instead establsih the rhetorical foundations of any his-
tory, they should advance into the structure and history of the
ruling class, into the interpretation of the historical morphology
of whole cultures....Only vigourous intellectual imperialism
and collective assault will make a mark. Otherwise the limp
ghosts of long departed liberal mandarins will forever weigh
like a nightmare on the brain of the living."15

So too, in journalism.
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The Spacific as an Introduction to the Gemeral

We chose to deal with news immediacy in an extended fashion
becsusa we felt that a critique of this concept, if carried far
enoush, would raveal the broader issuesx facing CUP. Indeed as
we ourselves found out in the course of this analysis, the passafge
from the specific to the generql, is in this case, alm%ft

instanxtansious. Y

Ja are not surprised at this. The more specific and closely
dafined the issue the more it gi points outwards for its resolution,
Tha specificity of the issue and its context are mutually
dafinable, The specific derives its character from the context
and tharcontext is mzamxmpxef a synthesis of all the specifics.
Consequently the more rigorous on is in defining the problem the
mxx mors attention one must pay to its background. In other
words the best way to deal with a specific problem is to pay
elose attention to these general considerations (historical and
analytical) which both precede and flow from it.

The spzeificis a window into the peneral, Cne cannot raise
the issue of news immediacy without inquirirg into the function
of news. How else is cne to determine whether immediacy is a
justifiable demand to me made on news. ind x yet as vivid and
jmmadiate the cornection betwesn function and im ediacy is to
us th> detate on the issue has only dealt with the connection ix
intermittently,

A sustained irrorance of what should be obviovs canmot be
gocicertal, COne has to recognlize befldn this "ignorance"

ar ideolo-icsl position, The precise nature of this ideclomy is best

-2 -

defined through an examination of the methods that have bean usad

to cover it.

The Mystifving Power of Cperaticnal Togic

The deabate on news immediacy has been conducted for
the most part from an cperationalp perspactiva. To put it
differently, news immediacy has been viewed as a tec:inical protlex
calling for a technical solution {telex, bureaux, telephones,

mail etec.). This has meant that even when news ir ediacy has bes

opposed the opposition k was based on the grounds that the operationa

capability of CUP does not allow for it ("iost papers only publish
once or twicxe a week and can't take advantape of fast nows...JiR
It's too exnensive".). The question of whether news inmediacy

and the function of news are even compatible remained unraised.
The characterization of Telex as a means of "shovaelling shit
fuster around the country” }s the first recorded attempt to

syt ject the problem to eritical ie. genuine analysis. iven so

CUP 39/39.5 never came to grips with problem.

‘e do not want to sugpest by this that pparstisnal
objections to news immediacy are not cogent onazs. Indeed we
consider them very powerful objections. News im;qdiaci i= too
exprensive and it is true that most CUP pape::h;:u not be able
to exploit fast news. As long aa these arpuments are viewed as
secondary objections, subservient to the fundamental guesticn
of how immediacy and function are ralated to each other, we resarc

them as valusble addinions to the debate, However, the moment these
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% ob’2ctions become the moat important ones, or worse the only ones

-considered, ther not only cease to have any value but actually become
e sourece of myatification, '

The operatioral approach, it should be recognized, is itself
an iceclozy, one Smx that confrorgts us repularly in capitalist soclsty,
The ey featurs of this approach as we have roted above is the reduction
of & ziven problem Into a technical tesk. The consequenca of this is

to deprive the orisinel problem of its moral significance and transform
it into an osternsibly neutrel demand on the irgenuity of those who are
celled vpon to solve it, The operationsl apnrosch was brousht to ita
peak et the tirme of the Vietnam war, It was at that time that the press
familierized vs with such terms ag "strabegic",'tacticnl“ and "surgical"
"strikes", "incursions”, ‘containment!, "escalation", "counterinsurgency"
== terms ell designed to transform the crimes of US imperialism into
techrolozical irnovetions outside the realm of morality,

That this approach should find such widespread application

ir capitalist soc;;tg (it has been widely used for example to neutralize”

urrest

latour ) is rost anrropriate,

iny system based on domination, requires for its perpetuation,
e mechenism thet will reshape extreneous and potentielly subversive
coereepts into eonespis that econform to the establisbed orde’r of things,
ZTencepts 1ive # "fresdor" or "truth"

b
sTaten based on orpression and liagjhava to be degraded Into something

which are necessarily elien to a

that the system cen cope with or ewsn exploit, Capitalism, in other
words, has its own digestive system,
Capitalist scelety can deal with any threat to itself as

long &= it can convert the ‘kreat into a markeata’ls cormodity., Such

wes the case, for exempls, with the counterculture in the 60's,

The operational spproach is the ocutcorme of the trarsforration
of intelligence into a commodity, a tranaforration that deperds for its :5-143
sucess on the purification ggﬁ;tallipence from all treces of irtertionalit-,
Sirce the world is a moral world only insofar as it offers resistarce to *he e
rmoulding force of human intentionality the outcore of this purificetion I3 a 2m
morally neutral world on the one hand and a purely rathermaticsl intellirence cor
the other. The operational approech represents the eprlicetior of this
aterile intelligence to the ¥mmk challenres of en equally sterila weorld,
Applied to the specific task of gatherirs infor-atior orer&Lio'=“Es'
gives rise to empirieclism, Bourgeois Journaliss could mlso be celled
empirical jourrallsm, However the empirieal ratherinc of facts does rot
completely deseribe this kind of jovrnalism, Another important furction
of the bouvrrecis press is tﬁ; marketing of 9ersatiértljg~. These two
functlions heve one thing In comuon (apart from being the products of
alienated thought): they are botﬂﬂi of them a resporse to » derard on the
cormod ity market, they are both ingrédients that go irto raking rews that
sells, i
A bagie contradiction within 27VP is that 1t pro-otes itself
es ern agent of soclai change while at the sare tlre adopting a rethod of self-
enalysis that i=z patently bourpeols, a method that is responsible for the
kind of joﬁ;inaliam that CUT iIs so fond of dencuneing.
=

ALL the Tews That's Tit To Sell

ile noted earlier that bourgeols soclety maintairs 1tself b7
trensleting all potentially svbversive corcepta into the larcuere of corodit-
production, Fews too is potentially subversive since 1t i1s cepeble of
layirr bare the pontradictions that lie at the heart of eapitelism, °F

turning news into a business caplitalism rmanages not orly to elirirate this SERm:

threat but to actuvally turn it into an advantage, Caritalisr's direstiv:



SrUater, s we heve had occasion to illustrate, not only degrades foreisn mmems
material but actuelly turns it into nourishment.

szirgiais: end sensationalism sell, Why? Fecavse there is a
derand fopr then, For the left this is a traditional stumblinﬁ block, It
iz hard, Cor exannle, to aecept that the Toronto 5Sun, a sexist, blatantly
anti=-workinz-class pener, is read sveryday by the peonle it insults,
‘eactlionaries, needless bo say, ase the populsrity of the Sun @ a vindleation ¢
of their politics, Inherent in both views 1§E%ﬁ§%§§§%;r thet if something is
posulapr it must be good, from which it\& follows that to prove something
woerthless, ome must show if to be unpopular,

Sensationalism however is not umporular, If it was, the Toronto
un would not indulge in it as often as it does, One should not conielude
from= this, however, that the bourgecis press is justified in beins sensational-
istle, The derand for sensabionalism, given its persistence, should be viewed M
gs & distortmlion of & desire that is genvinely hwran, the desire for
freedon.

In the aktscence of real freedom, Treedom that =mkm one lives
evyerrydey in one's relation with others, tha dssire for freedom becomes
degire for ecntincency le., unpredictability, whi;g?;te closest approximation
to resl frecdom, The yearrning for sensetlonalism is a yearniog for contingency.
Tswe of disasters or examples of unusually good forture serve to im
introduee into people's lives an element of uncertaintry that would ctherwise
e ebsent in the well-ordered universe within which they normelly operate.
The news need not beugooiz in airplane crash serves jJjuat as well as news
of Sadat's visit to Israel, The important thing is to bte corvinced that
erythine cen happen, thet the predictability of cre's own 1ife 1s not
stsolute.

cueht it not to be poss=zible o chansge Lack the distorted need
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for sensetionalism into the original need, the need for freedem? Cu~ht it
not to be possiblgAii for news to make people eware of the potential
powsr they hold overthei:wnivas ?
We have given here a sinple demonatration of demystificatior,
We acknowledged the existence of a false bubt persistent derard, discoversd
the real humen need underlying 1t and on the basis of this reruire npe-d

formulated a new demand, The diagranm below oupght to be helpful:

//,~;~ It {for sernsationalism -- accentatle, profitable ever)
ana- translated %
lyais
kﬁ__saﬁggl_nggﬁ (for freedom == uraccertable withir bourrecis sogie=v!

0

ana=-

lysis N -
__ >Genuine dermand (for demystificatior)

Within the bourreois press empiricism is counterpcsed as er
iernipie 5 ary
alternative to sensationalism. However, like sersatiorallisr¥orly satisfies a
distorted need, It is & responge to the furdamertally human need to
[ ]

urderstand one's enviorment, To put 1t naively it is a rerlr to thcse

who seek the truth excent that for truth capitalism substitrtes -

xp raw data, Deprived of its context and presented Ir a cbr?leta;lf
Iragmented faghion information gatisfies the purely techrical requirrerts of =x-
capitalism without hetra?%E%T%%L secrets,
Sensationallism and‘L ermiricism are but two sides of the sa-e
coin. If the Toromto Sun ism devoted to outrirht sensatioralfsnm the L
Globe and Mail only manages to avoid it by resorting to erniricism,
nifferent papers cater to different markets but they all sarve *"e an-e

.

purpose: myatification,
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Yews Irmediaer in the Bourceois Fress

hen newsk is treated as e eormodity, as it is in the bourpeois
press, all news becores filler., The paper (or air time in the c ase
of radio and televevision) is transformed into packaging: there is a
certein emourt of space to be filled, a certain emovnt of advertisimg
to be taken sdventage of, Ade dermand a paper within which to be yesimilk
published, the paper serves the ads.
lews is the raw raterial from which the news industry feshions o
its predvet. Within this context news immediscy is a tool, ; stean
shovel with which to extract the raw meterial at the fastest rate
possible, And sirse the more plentiful snd cheaper the raw material
tre rore profitable the venture the hourpeois press has a built in
ireertive to develop newa irmediacy to the limit, Vews irmediacy is
to the rews ‘ndustry what the invention of steam rower was to the
ranufacturirs irduatrr. In fact not only is rews imredisey vital to
the bourreols press but it is inportané“i for g paper to ret its mms
rews at least as irrediately as its competitors or at least to
preterd that such ig the case, There iz mo end to the girmicks
ysed to schieve this, Crs radio station, for example, broedeasts its news

giast Se b ocom o e pirice b
: 1 iy S

in between hours 3 cHgsie S - o e s

Sy the news hall an hour before evnrrbodﬁ elae, Vewa 1like eggs,
is beazt before & certain date, which msxes semnse if you sell news
the seme Yer you 2ell e-gs,

The irportant point is this: news irmedlaey i;\i not Just a\ﬁ
revtral technimue suitahle for all purpeses, It is a form anprenrlate
to & certair Tunction, thet of selling news, If one attribo-tes to

revolutionary one has to
rnews o Ridesssst Tunction, az we wonld like to do, se——eewwsis

siri:1%encovaly revolutionize the for- uvszed to present it

The Student Tress A8 en Alternative

\/hat 1s the purpose of the student press? To train jovrrslists Por
the bourseois press or to firht for the interests of studerts?

In principle OUP fights'for stvdents, Tt's staterert of rrircinles
declares CUP's intertion to ¥Xbe arn arent of soc’ial eherre, Tr rrretice
0UT'ts main fonction i to treir the very peorle that the tovrrecis
preas will later on wse to rystify end preserve the very social
structure CUP savs it wants to chance, The Maror of Halifex walccres
this apent of social chanze to Halifax and the governzent of ¥sm 'ova
3eotia throws a party for its delecates, Could this be 2UT's veraion of

or is it sirply ttat the best way

the "historis corpromise™? How kext to trair feurralists Tor the
bwrgaoisiew startimm them off betraring their fellow studente?

vet from & structvrel stardrolnt studert papers and 3°F are
jdeally suited to dewyatify bourgeois societr and serve studert interests,
For one thing, stvudent papers- don't have to sell thelr news, ther deo
not have to be garcht vp in the cormodity crcle, “or snothar the :
internal organizaetior of stvdent papers is radically differert from fRet ®
of the bourreois press, Sé%ff democracy , in prirciple, ersvres thet

of student papers/
the conten EERALY PR

hag been decided or br the sfalf
and that conseéuuntly it will serve student interests, The studant
press, in other.words, has every possibility to te & Tree nress,
The reality, once arain, is different, CUF, the erbodirent of the
student press, Is viewed by —ost papers es a supplier of filler,
the issue beinc whether filler should flow very fast or [vat fref,
That this should be an issue at ell inside 7T derorstretes hew decpl-
ingrained within tﬁg‘ﬁh orrenization 1z the bovr-eois concent eff reovas
ag [iller, In retrospect OVT's staterent of prirciples has orlr
served to provide an indication of how far CUT hag diverred fro- its

rapl funetion,
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Tow f= it thet the stvdent press, so suited to be an alterrative to
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bourreoia press, hes decererated into a poor ‘mitation of the latter?
t*pt would an elterrative to thh bourreols press be? A presa

eor=itted to derrstificetion, Demrstificatlon however fz not a standard sl
tachininve, & tool to be vsed the way ore uses trpewriters. The world
onlr reveals its seerets to thoze who crallenge it == to underatand
orrregsion, or even notlice 1it, one has to be apainat it, Fac:s“by
therselves are not enourh, '‘codward &nd Bernatein, for example, when
rivan an excsllent posaibility to demystify the role of the state
in ‘rericnar =% society chose instead teo concentrate on the evil doings
af Mixer ard corpany, thus obssurine further the class nature of the
tourgeols state.

Ter=rstification has to start with a conseious challenge, namely,
2 chellence to the uorlgwi to explair itself or be swept sway -- "a
ruthless ceriticism of everrthing existing", wrote larx, j

If then we Preturn te the question of why ﬂv?*t hes failed to
perforn 1ts proper function despite its potentially deroeratic strueture
the gquestion to aslt becormes whether or not GUT has complimented these
atruetures with the sprrooriate activity (praxfs), Ilas CUT been willing
to urdertake & "ruthless" erlticism of itself and the world around 1t?
The nswer is that it hasn't, Consequently CUP'S democracy has actually
trrred irto a hindrence, & hodre-podce of legelism and parlismentary .
rerouvering. Faving betrayed its real fvnetion CUF now finds itselfl In
contrediction wié%‘x its own structure, ﬂonforene:‘a, for exam-le,
irs forums where pepers can arrive at a deeper appreciation
of their's and CUF's fvretion, have becorme & source of dread, & depressing
ritual thet tes to be endured once a vear, The same conditlen ca;\ibe
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ctserved in those papers kave swerved towards careerism and now [ind

that staff democrecr $s fust a sovrce of arsrevation. In both cases, the
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structure, having become slieneted fron its intended atrveturs, orpresses
those whom it should benefit,

Put how can CTT be expecteﬁ to be prorreszive? Ts it rot trve that
it is a mass orranization, ore that embodies all rmanrer of Aiverrert
ideclogies?

CUT mass character should nobt rean that the orranization should not
have & purpose or that all its parts should be ¥ —ovirs in completely
different directiona. Cn the contrarr the mass rature of 77 calls for
viporous end relentless irternal debate, Those who wart to rake 077
orcenization heve to persistently ercovrace thils,

In ordsr to be eble to dervstify its enviorrent O3F must firat of
all demy;?;ify ttgelf, Thig cannot be dome throuch corrrorise, On the
contrary only ruthless eriticism will do, Cme reflects on ore's wviews,
indeed one starts to become awars of them, only when t‘--s_}'- reet
pesistance, If a person's views are correct ther eriticism of ther
will only serve to convince h}ﬂ frrther of their truth, Fe will then
be in a better position to convince others and igolate t'ose who refuse
to listen to resson. Those who hold.inco;:Elct positiors will upon
eriticism either change their position or elze he exrosed as de*e;ér;s.

Thus it ourht to be possible for CI'T to serve a worthwhile furetien
without eliminating its mmss charecter.

In sumrary: CUF is an organization whose structure serves purposes :h:f
that are the o poaite of the intended ones. Ceonfererces serve to
confuge, the "eooperative" ideal is an excvse for stiflirc dissert, the

In order to te resclved the
pews service actzs as filler end so om,
eontradiction

resntwedxinx bas to be taken to the limit, The war out ls tkrouvsh

vigorous debate, Without this CUF will renain & eripple,
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Tror the general we reburn to the specific.

“ta heve said that 77712 pregsent furction ls in eontradiction
with its stuvetvre, A specific example of ihis is the trend towards
i ediser,

The vast raiority of CUF pepers publish once or twice a week,
Some publish three tires 2 week nng ore peper is = dafly. de vet
atd kpe hegore inereesincly reared to 2 system of nevs di;;emination
tkat eonld orly te veeful to papers which come out every dav,

secorsepTins this trend has beern a tendoney to wiew the infrequency
cf rublication of most OTP napers as & drewback, 8 handlicap on W
wheh misht otherwize be a worthy rival to the bovrreols press, The
tapr "alternate press" hes come to mean a press that both rajscta
the primeinles of the bourteols press and attemptas to rival i,

' guo-est that tre infrequency of publieatiecn of CUF pepers
fs estuallr en edventess that ghovld be exploited. For ore thing

it shonld allew them to escape copletely the idea of news as filler

giree 1t ghovld Bs pessihle to prirt onlr those storles thet scrve

piurpose (epert fron £1113n- spece),

In feet we tslieve thet the correct aprroach is to have the
gconterss o eecn tesve justify their inelvsion, % paner should only ecome
ovt wher it hes eroush rood quality materinl to justify printing
2t, Infreqguerer of nublieation ghonld te an ingentive to rrovide this

qualitr, an oprorturity to pive mews the dAepth 1t woiild otherwise

4 we sald at the herinins of this perer an e-sentim]l prersgquisite
jpation if muiiips thincs in context, The greater the

distanee “etwren er obsesrver end pr event the more it ig roseible to
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gsituate the event asaué zeperal schere, This i3 trre of both ph-sieal
and temporal geparation, *hat hsppers in one's horetown Ter

full sirrificarce

geen: quite x vitael to one's 1ife but onlyr aeqgiir
when situated within a larcer ceosrarhicel ares, Zinillaply ore's
understanding of events charces with reflection, whic™ takes tive.
vevelists ¥now that cood novels cannot be writte: ocn events that
have just taken place. Georre Crwell actvally suorested that 8 cocd
rnovel mirht teke vp to five veers of sheer reflectlen before ore
could even attemnt to write 1t. ind vet & food novel —i-hi erf‘s’-
more ahout pecple and the world around ther then all tie newspepers
printed within that perled,

In eonclusion: rews ir-edlscr is m concent that shorld Ye allen
to OTF, a concept that IsTvseless but potential’y haprfvl bo the gtudent
press. The trend towards nevs Im—ediacy inside 77'F ghovld be viewed nsg
8 manifestation of a larrer trend, narelv, the rronressive decereratlor of
CUP into an imitatior of tre bourreois press, Ir fisktirs rews imedirer

one fishts this degereration,
i



