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French nuclear
tests suspended

In a welcome if surprising move, the
new Prime Minister of France has announced
a moratorium on French nuclear testing in
the South Pacific until the end of the year.

Prime Minister Pierre Bérégovoy made
the announcement in his first speech to Par-
liament on April 8.

Since 1975, France has carried out a
total of 131 underground nuclear tests on
Mururoa and Fatagaufa atolls. The tests have
long been the subject of protest by peace,
environmental and human rights groups.

President Mitterand, the Prime Minister
said, had sent a letter to the heads of states of
all nuclear powers asking them to take up a
similar moratorium. Russia had announced a
moratorium on nuclear tests last October,
though this is now in some doubt.

Bérégovoy suggested that France might
extend the moratorium in 1993 if other nuclear
powers had responded by then.g

Mark your calendar now...
so you don't forget the
Ontario Peace

Conference
Oakville, Ont.
Sept. 11-13, 1992
“Building Peace Culture
in Ontario”
For more information

contact ACT Oakville,
416-844-4453

Photo: David Maltby

Saturday
May 16

On May 16, at Queen’s Park, at 1 p.m., ACT for
Disarmament will hold the 10th Annual Spring Protest for
Peace.

Since its founding as the Against Cruise Testing
Coalition, ACT has played a vital role in defining the
mandate of the peace movement. Throughout the Cold War,
ACT maintained its stance of non-alignment, condemning
human rights violations and preparations for war in both
military blocs.

ACT was among the first peace groups {0 insist that
ecology be made part of the peace movement's concerns,
and to protest nuclear power and the nuclear fuel cycle.

We have incorporated. in our work since 1982, an
understanding of the central importance of self-determina-
tion for all peoples, and especially the rights of indigenous
peoples. More recently, we have been among the first to
incorporate women's issues, and to name violence against

WOmen as a peace issue.

ACT has always focussed on grass-roots, independent
peace activism — streef demonstrations, street outreach, and
empowerment of each individual in the ongoing work for a
peaceful and just world. And we have defended the right to
nonviolent protest whenever and wherever it has been threat-
ened.

Our new working groups structure reflects our concern for
decentralized and non-hierarchical organizing.

The Spring Protest.for Peace has always been an impor-
tant event for ACT. Previous Spring Protests have drawn some
of the largest crowds at any demonstrations held in Toronto.
At our 10th Annual, we will be celebrating our years of
activism with music, speakers, children’s activities and, of
course, a march for peace down Yonge Street. Join us there!

For more on ACT's history and current activities, see the
Spring Protest pull-out supplement inside this issue.

War resisters freed

April brought good news to ACT's Pris-
oners for Peace working group, as several of
the peace activists whose freedom we have
campaigned for were released from prison.

Dr. Yolanda Huet-Vaughn, ina surprise

’move, was given an early release on April 6,
after serving eight months of her original 30-
month sentence. Her release was due to the
very unusual intervention of Army Secretary
Stone.

Dr. Huet-Vaughn attributes her early
release to the international campaign on her
behalf spearheaded by Citizen Soldier and
Amnesty International, and supported by
ACT.

In January of 1991, Dr. Huet-Vaughn
left her unit and refused to serve in the Gulf
War, saying that it went against her medical
oath to preserve life. She was the only Gulf
War resister to base her trial defence on
international law, citing her duty not to par-
ticipate in war crimes.

Huet-Vaughn still faces the possible loss
of her medical license after a hearing by the
Kansas State Board of Healing Arts. She also
intends to bring acomplaint before the United
Nations, saying she was deprived of her right
to refuse service in a war she believed to be
illegal.

In Israel, peace activist Abie Nathan

Yolanda Huet-Vaughn before her
refusal to serve in the Gulf

was released after six months in prison for
meeting with PLO members (a crime under
Israeli law). His sentence was commuted by
President Chaim Herzog.

And in Russia, the trial of conscientious
objector Alexander Pronozin ended with the
21-year-old activist receiving a suspended
sentence. Pronozin had spent some weeks in
amental hospital while his refusal to perform
military service was being ‘investigated.’
The suspended sentence was regarded as a
victory by his supporters, and as a sign that
the Russian authorities are reluctant to im-
prison conscientious objectors at this time.

A bill to provide for the possibility of
conscientious objector status is still before
the Russian parliament, although the origi-
nal, more progressive version has been re-
placed by one considerably more restrictive,
and not favoured by most Russian peace
activists.

Though many war resisters around the
world remain in prison, these releases are
important signs of the weight that public
pressure can have. All those who joined our
campaigns for Yolanda Huet-Vaughn,
Alexander Pronozin or Abie Nathan can count

Nathan, who ins that a g
ful peace can only come about if the two
sides in the conflict are able to meet and talk,
believes that the law prohibiting contact with
PLOmembers will be changed after the June
23 general election. He promised to abide by
the law until that time.

themselves as sharing in their victories.

ACT continue to campaign on behalf of
prisoners for peace, especially the remaining
Gulf War resisters, and Mordechai Vanunu
of Israel, still serving a 16-year sentence for
revealing Israel's nuclear stockpiles to the
world. &
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Jo Peacenik

Day of the Lightbulb

Overheard at the police 911 Emergency facility: -

“For really serious situations we'll have people from different
branches of the service here. I mean situations like a visit from the
Pope, or a visit from the Queen, or a demonstration by ACT for
Disarmament.”

HH

Is Ontario Hydro giving us cancer ... again?

The friendly folks at Hydro have long maintained that nuclear
power plants, like the ones at Darlington and Pickering just east of
Toronto, are safe. 100 per cent safe. Ain’t no way they'd cause cancer,
no sir. Our reactors aren’t a health risk, not like those Russian ones.
You see, Canadian radiation is different from other kinds. It's clean,
cold, and honest radiation that would never lead to cancer. Except
when it does.

The geniuses in Hydro’s glass tower have finally cottoned on to
environmentalism, however, and are now gleeful over their new
energy-efficient halogen lights. Use them in the home, the workplace,
the school. Trouble is, the ultraviolet lights cause cancer in mice,
according to British researchers, and probably give humans cancer too.

Cancer-efficient lights. Now thar would be truth in advertising.

i

The energy-efficient lights, by the way, are to be made by top
nuclear weaponmaker General Electric in its Oakville plant. GE, a
longtime supplier of the uranium fuel rods that power Ontario nuclear
reactors, is also the target of a worldwide boycott over its military
production, and ranks among the top polluters in North America. None
of this poses a moral problem for Premier Bob Rae-dioactive, who was
positively panting over GE’s plans to spend money in Ontario.

Bob, you see, is desperate for his old enemies in the business
world to love him. He's even going to allow legalized gambling to try
to make a few bucks for the socialist Utopia.

But Bob’s casino craze shouldn’t come as a surprise. After all, he’s
been gambling with nuclear ever since he came to power.

#H

‘What are we to make of the latest issue of Ascent, the glossy
quarterly that extolls the triumphs of Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited (AECL)? The mag’s spring number featured a self-congratula-
tory paean to “Saskatchewan’s changing energy climate,” almost
weeping with joy over that provinces decision to follow Ontario down
the yellowcake road to dependence on nuclear power by buying a
Candu reactor from AECL.

The cover shows an electrical cord with the prongs replaced by
heads of wheat (must have taken some real graphic expertise huh? P.R.
flack: “Hmm. Saskatchewan .... wheat!” Good thinking guys!).

Oops. Seems wan Premier Roy yanked the
plug on the planned $220 million nuclear power deal three weeks
before the magazine was due to hit the newsstands. But it was too late
for AECL to find new hype to fill Ascent’s yawning pages.

After all, good news doesn’t come often for the nuke-heads.

Hi#

Offered without comment: The Canadian International Trade
Tribunal has just authorized the import of the American-made Nova
XR-5000 “stun gun,” which delivers a jolt of 40,000 volts to the target,
rendering them “dazed and disoriented for up to 15 minutes,” accord-
ing to hype put out by distributor Alpha Marketing Group Inc. of
Toronto. The gun will handle up to “200 takedowns™ before its
batteries need replacing.

The device, which will sell for $139.95, is not covered by Cana-
dian gun control laws.

MR STEVENS,
00 YOUu THINK

THEY MISSED THE
MESSAGE?

Thave been receiving The
ACTivist for the past year. It is
one of the few periodicals I trust
not to misinform me. It is too
easy to lose ourselves in the
government/business propaganda
that we are fed by mass media.
‘You expose the sickening reality

of oppression by all governments.

Few have the desire the know the
truth. Fewer still possess the
conviction to expose it.

It is my sincere hope that
publications such as The

'ACT Statement on
the L.A. Crisis

= The videotape evidence
clearly demonstrates that
Rodney King was beaten
severely and
unneccesanily by the po-
lice officers. These offic-
ers are clearly guilty of a
grave assault. Even if it
could be shown that King
was ‘Tesisting arrest” (this
isnotapparentinthevideo
footage) such brutality
would be uncalied for.

* ACT cannot advocale or
condone violence. How-
ever, we realize that the
riots in Los Angeles are
the resuit of years of frus-
trationand sufferingonthe

ACTivist will continue to inspire
peoples of the Western World to
pull their heads out of the sand.
The time has come for us to
accept the truth that although we
are manipulated by big business,
it is our greedy demands as
consumers which fuel global
oppression.

Fortunately, the nature of the
Beast is change. Perhaps the
human race was born of sav-
agery, but we may yet achieve
humanity. More of us are
refusing to accept the state of the
world as “just the way things
are.” Thank you all for working
towards social evolution, and for
preventing another to wallow in
apathy.

Skot McCairmns
Oakville, Ont.

The article ‘Solidarity with
‘Whose Cuba?” in the April 1992

part of the biack popuia-
tion of the United States.
Such riotsean only be pre-
vented by radical social
change and an end to the
racism and injustice that
presently exists inthe U 5.
_social system.

» We believe that the situ-
ation should, and could,
he resolved non-violently.
We urge the authorities,
and all persons involved,
1o try to implement non-
violent mettiods in this cri-
sis. We particularly urge
measures that will bring
about lasting social

change 8

issue is distressing to me because
I doubt that the levels of health
and education the Cuban people
enjoy would have happened
without the policies of the present
regime. Look what happened in
Chile to Allende.

I'm not well-read about
Cuba. I’ve only visited once. The
Cuban people did not seem as
alienated from each other as
Canadians seem, to me.
Germaine Greer describeda -
feminist Castro, taking part in a
conference on women's rights,
and passing legislation to give
women equal rights.

Tam not for a benevolent
dictatorship, but without Castro
the Cuban people would still be
getting the crumbs from capital-
ists’ plates, in my opinion.

Mary Maron
Toronto

Corrections

* In the March ACTivist, we
stated that the band
KO:leKTIV would be playind a
benefit for AFTERMATH.
Aftermath informs us that this
is not the case. We regret any
confusion this statement may
have caused.

Aftermath is a self-help
organization for non-offending
family members of sexually
abused children, and survivors
of child sexual abuse. They
offer telephone networking,
social action, public forums,
and support groups. Aftermath
can be contacted at 461-2545
« In the April ACTivist, when
quoting from the report of the
Citizens' Inquiry, we stated
that the Canadian Peace
Alliance supported the use of
force in some circumstances.
This was in fact the position of
the report, and while the CPA
is promoting and publicizing
the report, it does not consti-
tute official CPA policy.
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Star Wars on Toronto campus?

By DarriN NOWAKOWSKI
SpEciAL 10 T ACTIVIST

Amid the initial, early-80s, euphoriaover
American government spending on the Stra-
tegic Defence Initiative — Star Wars —
Canadian corporations and universities were
quick to lobby for contracts.

Now, despite the collapse of the Cold
‘Warand the agreement of most scientists that
SDI is a destabilizing behemoth money-
waster that cannot conceivably be guaran-
teed as a ‘defence’-measure, research on
these space-based weapons is more quietly
forging ahead. And it seems as though a key
research facility may be coming to York
University in Toronto.

Itis called the ISU — the International
Space University — and the provincial NDP
~government has offered millions of dollars to
encourage it to set up at York.

According to a publicity booklet called
“ISU: The Master Plan’, the goal of the Space
University is to establish a central permanent
campus and several affiliate campuses
throughout the world. On the first page of
Master Plan, it states, “Our goal is to create
an institution dedicated to the peaceful ex-
ploration and development of space,” and in
the wake of the controversy that has broken
out at York and elsewhere in Toronto this
peacefulrhetoricis being repeated frequently
by ISU’s backers. But a more frightening
reality lurks behind that statement.

Most of the members of the Board of

will be matched by the federal government,
: g

toward: central

dent for York’s Board of Governors. Steven
Feinberg, once the top contender for the job,
was forced to drop out after his record at
Carnegie Mellon University was made pub-
lic by student and faculty activists. Feinberg
turned that university into one of the top
academic military contractors in America,
while eliminating entire Arts faculties,
through a program called SEI — the Soft-
ware Engineering Institute. This program,
which Feinberg called a model for York
University, involved six SDI research con-
tracts, software for missile guidance sys-
tems, the F-16 Fighting Falcon, the B-1B
bomber, and many more.

Feinberg’s withdrawal from the presi-
dency race, however, hardly means that York
is out of the running for the ISU, but simply
that the administration can geton with the bid
in a less controversial atmosphere.

Ultimately, the decision about where
the ISU campus will be located is in the
hands of the ISU Board of Governors. But it
is important for campus activists to make
their presence known and make it clear that
ISU would not be welcome at York; and it is
essential for all of us to put pressure on Bob
Rae and the provincial government to with-
draw their funding from the ISU and stop
Star Wars from further infiltrating Canada ®

0 ors and Staff of the ! j
Space University are, of course, American.
They include: Dean Burch, a right-wing Re-
publican who has served as an adviser to
Reagan, Bush and Barry Goldwater and is an
active SDI lobbyist; John L. McLucas, former
Secretary of the U.S. Air Force and former
CEO of Mitre Corp, a multi-million dollar
defence contractor, currently an adviser to
the Air Force and Executive VP of two SDI
contractors; Andrew Stofan, with Martin
Marietta Corp, the seventh largest military
contractor in the United States; Mark K.
Miller, president of Boeing Corp, the elev-
enth largest military contractor in the States
and one of the top four SDI contractors; John
F. Yardley, president of McDonnell Dou-
glas, the largest military contractor in the
world; Robert Anderson, chairman of
Rockwell International, another of the top
four SDI contractors; Brenda Forman, with
Lockheed Corp, another of the SDI top four
and the sixth largest defence contractor in the
U.S.; the president of General Electric; and,
representing Canada, the president of Spar
Aerospace, Canada’s primary Star Wars con-
tractor. The Board also includes three mem-
bers of the Russian military establishment
andarepresentative of the Chinese Air Force.

Considering the composition of the di-
rectorship, itis natural to be suspicious of the
peaceful intent of the ISU. Unfortunately,
ISU officials have been unable to deny these
suspicions. Todd Hawley, co-founder and
chair of the ISU, would not state openly that
the University had military links, but did
comment that “you cannot go into this na-
ively and say it will all be peace and love.”

The provincial NDP, meanwhile, rely-
ing on vague assurances of peaceful purpose,
has already spent $500,000 lobbying for the
ISU — hiring agents to draft an application,
flyers, full-colour glossy posters, etc. They
are offering the ISU a full $11 million, which

campus at York, plus $3.5 million annually,
with no set time limit, for operating ex-
penses. The sum total of provincial gift
money, at a time when university funding
has been cut throughout Ontario, is more
than $40 million.

According to ISU publicity material the
initial enrolment will be less than 100 stu-
dents, though they hope to raise this as far as
200 within a few years. At over 400,000 per
student, this is nearly ten times what is spent
on any other university program or faculty.
And according to the Ministry of Colleges
and Universities, there will be no Canadian
contentregulations on either the student body
or the administration.

The provincial government has been
quick toleap to the defence of the ISU. When

* Dr. Wallemsley, director of the Department

for Technical Funding at the Ministry of
Industry, Trade and Technology, was ques-
tioned by an ACTivist reporter about ISU’s
possible military links, his first response
was, “You are blatantly irresponsible for
making these accusations and you will an-
swer before God for them!™

On asomewhat calmer note, he said that
as far ashe knew “only three Board members
out of twenty have any military connec-
Despite his claim to have researched

ssue fully, he seems to have missed
about thirteen others with military-industry
links.

Richard Clark, at the Ministry of Col-
leges and Universities, said that “The gov-
emment would not support the ISU if it was
connected to military research.” After it was
pointed out to him that military connections
do exist, he refused to comment further,
saying that he did not want to discuss hypo-
thetical questions.

The controversy over the ISU recently
made itself felt in the choice of a new presi-

Military Funding of Canadian Universities, 1989-1990

University

*Acadia
*Alberta
*B.C.
*Calgary
*Carleton
sConcordia
*Dalhousie
*Guelph
sLaval
*Manitoba
*McGill
sMcMaster
*Montreal
*New
Brunswick
*Ottawa
*Montreal
Polytech
*Queen’s
*St. Mary's
*Saskatchewan
*Sherbrooke
*Simon Fraser
sTech U. of
Nova Scotia
*Toronto
*Victoria
*Waterloo
*Western
*Windsor
*Winnipeg
*York
«Others
sTOTALS

DND Contracts

931,775
1,292,030
172,685
214,590
402,722
37,240
66,460
929,097
83,957
12,000
883,379

231,585

58,070
1,630,554
30,010
113,067
467,639
183,045

1,772,708
1,418,799
562,252
16,188
61,270
20,000
124,000
487,432

12,102,554

Military Studies Pentagon

75,000
123,470
111,670
136,070
75,000

144,010

137,500
75,000

75,000 87,750
37,440

75,000

100,000

111,341

75,000
75,000

142,720
504,006
1,912,217

711,610

960,270

Source: Ploughshares Monitor, March 1992
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Young demonstrator at one of ACT’s previous Spring Protests.

Support U.S. resister

Marine Reservist, Tahan Jones from
Oakland, California faces charges of
desertion and missing troop movement on
June 15 at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.
Jones has been awaiting trial for one year.
Charges were actually dropped in February
due to violation of speedy trial rights but
the Marine Corps quickly reinstated the
charges which carry a maximum penalty of
7 years.

Support groups are urging immediate
telephone calls (504-948-1210) and letters
to Commanding General, C.L. Vermilyea,
4th MAW, FMF, USMCR, 4400 Dauphine
Street, New Orleans, LA 70146.

A suggested text: “I call upon you to
drop all charges against Marine Reservist
Tahan Jones and grant him a discharge as a
conscientious objector. Iam outraged that
he has been recharged with desertion and
missing troop movement after the military
has violated its own ruling for a speedy
trial. Turge you to release Tahan Jones. [
am writing to Congress to demand an
investigation why the Marine Corps has
kept Tahan for a year awaiting a trial.”

Letters to Congress asking for
investigations are imperative at this time to
make them aware of our concern and
outrage for the way all objectors to the
Persian Gulf war have been treated.

At a press conference on April 29, in
Washington, DC, George Withers,
Legislative Aide to Rep. Ron Dellums was
presented with petitions with more than
40,000 signatures from War Resisters
League and Hands Off! calling for
unconditional amnesty.

NOTICE: It is absolutely essential
especially in light of the King verdict and
attention drawn to the justice system that
as many people as possible consider
traveling to Camp Lejeune, NC to attend
the trial of Tahan Jones on June 15. The
military justice system has been able to
insulate itself from most outside interfer-
ence. “BEARING WITNESS” in their
courtrooms has proven to be very effective
in the last year. Letting them know we are
watching can make a difference.

For more information, contact the
‘War Resisters’ League, 339 Lafayette
St., New York, NY 10012, USA.

GE Boycott
wins an Oscar

By Brian Burch
The ACTivist

General Electric’s subsidiary NBC
helped to provide a strong boost to the BE
Boycott campaign with its broadcast of this
year’s Academy Awards. Deadly Deception,
an exposé of GE’s involvement in environ-
mental destruction and the arms race, won
the best short documentary Oscar, and the
cry, “Boycott GE™ was heard by tens of
millions of people at the end of Debra
Chasnoff’s acceptance speech.

From Big Mountain, Arizona, to radio-
active soil at GE’s Lansdowne Avenue plant
in Toronto, General Electric has an ongoing
commitment to profiting from the building
of weapons and nuclear power plants, and
the destruction of our environment. It is a
‘member of the Business Council on National
Issues, a big-business lobby group that suc-
cessfully campaigned for the Free Trade
Agreement and supports the proposed
Mexico/U.S./Canada free trade zone.

General Electric is the world’s fifth larg-
est weapons manufacturer, and makes parts
for most of the U.S. nuclear weapons sys-
tems, including the Trident and Cruise mis-
siles.

In both Toronto and Peterborough, GE
plants manufacture fuel rods for the
Darlington nuclear reactor.

Recently, GE’s Coburg, Ontario, plant
was declared one of the six worst polluters in
the province. It is not a nice company,

General Electric is not the only com-
pany involved in the nuclear arms race or the
production of nuclear power. However, with
11% of its income coming from military
production and 30% from direct consumer
goods such as lightbulbs and answering ma-
chines, it is a good focus for an ongoing
conversion campaign. With some ceilings
now being placed onmilitary spending, weap-
ons manufacturers are much more respon-
sive to consumer pressure than they have
traditionally been. A boycott is not only a
pressure tactic, it is one that is likely to be
successful in its aims.

GE has already decided to stop making

ment be altered to read:

Tob afull

ACT mini-conference
May 17, 2 p.m.

Please attend ACT's mini-conference, Sunday May 17, at 736
Bathurst St. The main item on the agenda will be the proposed
changes to our constitution outlined below.

Proposed: That ACT add to its basis of unity the following state-
ment (the War Resisters International Pledge):

“We believe that war is a crime against humanity. We are
therefore determined not to support any kind of war and to
strive for the removal of all causes of war.”

Proposed: That the ‘membership’ section of the structure docu-

“Members are those individuals who have participated in/contrib-
uted to the functioning of, or the activities of, ACT for Disarma-

ment, and who agree with the principles of ACT for Disarmament.
, indivi

will be asked to sign a

M5S 2R4, 416-531-6154.

declaration that they agree with the War Resisters Interna-
tional Pledge and that they will commit themselves to work
for peace and human rights worldwide.

The usual minimum contribution to be a full member of ACT
is 2 hours of volunteer work per month, or $10 per year.
Members are strongly encouraged to be active in at least
one of the six working groups.

Those who do not wish to sign the pledge, or whose contri-
bution is below the minimum suggested, but who support
the work of ACT or any of the working groups, will be con-
sidered to be associate members.”

Other items may include smaller constitutional amendments and
approval of a new ACT logo. For more information, or to obtain
the full text of ACT's constitution, contact us at 736 Bathurst St.,

the triggers for hydrogen bombs in response
to the BE Boycott campaign, and our ongo-
ing pressure can only result in further con-
cessions from GE on our way to the major
goal of having GE convert its military pro-
duction facilities to peaceful production in

boycott of General Electric. Now it’s our
turn.

Copies of a petition and a leafiet on GE
Canada can be obtained from the ACT office
at 736 Bathurst St, and members of the work-
ing group will be in the office every Friday

A Toronto GE C meet-

with the emp! of GE and
the communities the factories are in.

Across Canada the support for the GE
Boycott campaign is growing. The Student
Christian Movement at Mount Allison Uni-
versity conducted a week-long petition drive
at the end of January. The University of
Toronto Student Christian Movement has
shown Deadly Deception tooverflow crowds.
Local GE Boycott Committees in Toronto
and Guelph have produced leaflets, circu-
lated petitions, spoken to groups and ar-
ranged showings of Deadly Deception. In
Edmonton, members of Project Ploughshares
have been actively promoting the campaign.
Voice of Women, Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility, Durham Nuclear Awareness are
among the groups that are actively promot-
ing a boycott of GE. And ACT for Disarma-
ment, of course, has a working group focus-
sing on this boycott.

The GE Boycott campaign is growing
individually and collectively. INFACT (US)
estimates that 1.5% of GE's market is al-
ready actively boycotting the company. At
3%, based on the model of earlier boycotts,
they will start to seriously negotiate, and at
5% surrender. If each of us can get three or
four individuals to support the boycott, the
5% level would be reached in a year. NBC
has done its part in spreading the call for a

ing will be held on the third Tuesday of each
monthduring the summer, at the ACT office,
at7 p.m.

If you are part of a Toronto-area com-
munity and would like to have Deadly De-
ception shown at your school, workplace,
churchorelsewhere, call Brian Burchat416-
531-6154. In Guelph, contact Aloz at 519-
767-1781

Remember, boycott all GE, Hotpoint
and RCA products!

Does your bank finance the arms
race? We don't! We support peace
groups in their struggles and we
invest our members' funds in
locally controlled community
ecanomic development. Why not
support ‘banking for social change’
by joining us today.

& Roses
Credit Union
34R Nanforth Avenue Ste 211 TO M4K IN8

461-7882




Queen’s Park ¢ 12 Noon
(College St. & University Ave.)
March to City Hall « 2 PM

ENTH ANNUAL SPRING PROTEST FOR PEAC

Contact ACT for Disarmament , 736 Bathurst St., §
Toronto , M5S 2R4 (416) 531-6154 |




Ten Years of ACTivism...

In preparation for this year’s annual spring protest for peace, here are some of the many
highlights of ACT’s ten years of peace activism.

1983
Feb. 12: ACT networks demonstrations across Canada and mobilizes 4,000 Torontonians 45
hours after the umbrella weapons testing agreement is signed, allowing cruise missile tests over
Canada. April 23: ACT organizes the historic anti-cruise march of 25,000 in Toronto and
networks Canada’s largest day of protest to date; about 125,000 in over 20 cities. Oet. 22: ACT
co-organizes march which again brings out 25,000 in Toronto. Dec. 16: ACT holds a small but
significant protest as part of the successful campaign to free independent Soviet peace activist
Olga Medvedkova.

1984
March 10: National demonstrations in response to the first cruise test. ACT wins the right for
all social movement activists to march on Yonge St. April 28: ACT’s second annual Spring
Peace Protest attracts over 10,000 participants. Aug. 6: Hiroshima Day march of 1,000 people

1985
Jan: Symbolic action marks the first cruise test. “Saturday after” march — over 500 brave the
cold. Feb. 19: Second cruise test — nearly 200 people present pictures of their children at a

Soviet peace activist Olga Medvedkova at ACT's East-West
Peace Festival, Oct. 1986

nt, and focusses on weapons testing and the nuclear fuel cycle. July-Aug:
ACT Vancouver holds protests against US warship visits.

.

Free Olga Medvedkova protest, City Hall Peace Garden,
Dec. 1983. Photo: Wally Keeler

weekday, noon-hour protest at PC Party Headquarters. April 27: 3rd Annual Peace
Protest draws over 4,000. Aug. 6-9: ACT’s Hiroshima Day candlelight march of over
2,500 is followed by a three-day vigil.

1986

Jan-Feb: ACT Niagara and ACT Kitchener-Waterloo join ACT Toronto to protest the
cruise tests. April 26: 4,000, many first-time demonstrators, join ACT Toronto’s 4th
Spring Peace Protest. May 11: ACT K-W's Mother’s Day March is the largest peace
demonstration ever in Kitchener-Waterloo. Ocet. 13-19: ACT s historic East-West peace
festival brings together independent peace, ecology, labour and feminist activists from
both sides in the Cold War, for the first time in North America. Nov. 26: ACT chapters
in Toronto, Kitchener-Waterloo and Peterborough join the BOOM project. playing the
sound of Nato jets in front of government offices in support of the Innu people. The
BOOM project is one of the first actions to be held in support of the Innu

1987

Feb: ACT chapters in Hamilton, Ancaster, K-W, Peterborough, St. Catharines and
Toronto protest continued cruise testing. April 25: A youthful crowd of 3,000 is out for
ACT Toronto’s 5th Annual Peace Protest. The march demands that we make peace with

wason v

the environmet

Hiroshima Day Die-In at City Hall, Aug. 1986

ACT protests at Soviet Embassy in Ottawa.
Photo: Bruce Allen




...and we've only just begun!

ACT Oakville members march against the Gulf War as part of
ACT's School Strike for Peace, February 21 1991.

Civil disobedience action at weapons-maker Pratt &
Whitney, March 25, 1991. Photo: David Webster

1988
Jan-Feb: 8 ACT chapters hold anti-cruise
protests in the wake of the INF agreement.
Protests are also held in Europe and the
US. April 25: ACT Toronto’s 6th Spring
Protest; 1,500 protest in the rain to end the
arms race on the land, in the water and in
the sky. Sept. 30: ACT pickets the Israeli
Consulate in Toronto as part of the interna-
tional day of action to demand the release
of Mordechai Vanunu, charged with trea-
son for revealing Israel’s nuclear arsenal.
Oct-Nov: Election-time rallies and vigils
held in support of Innu demands to meet
Canadian government ministers.

1989
Feb. 11: ACT Vancouver holds Canada’s
largest rally against the testing of the new
stealth cruise missile. May 13: 1,500 dem-
onstrate to save a dying planet in ACT
Toronto’s 7th Annual Spring Protest for
Peace. July 1-4: 72-hour travelling vigil at -
the Toronto consulates of Nato coungm'es Peace in the Middle East, 1991

involved in military testing over the Innu homeland, Nitassinan. Sept. 29-Oct. 3: Actions
at the Department of Indian Affairs protest the trials of Innu activists. Oet. 11-14: ACT
holds demonstration and sit-in and joins sea actions against the presence of the nuclear-
capable USS Constellation in Vancouver. Oct. 23: ACT co-sponsors the first ever forum
on East Timor in Toronto.
1990

Jan.-March: ACT and Innu Rights Now! organize a campaign of non-violent civil
disobedience actions against low-level flight testing in Nitassinan. Feb. 17: ACT’s “End
the Invasion™ march in Toronto joined by independent peace activists from the East bloc
for the first time in Canadian history. April 3-5: Vigil outside Federal Court supports Innu

iow-level flying, May 19: Eighth Annual .
the theme of *Nato Out of Nitassinan®. Largest demonstration in support of the Innu to
date. May 22: Vigil at Dutch consulate while Nato considers the proposal to build a base
at Goose Bay. During the vigil, activists receive word that the Nato base has been
cancelled. Sept. 15: While the Oka crisis worsens, hundreds attend a forum with
traditional chiefs from the Iroquois Confederacy, organized by ACT and local native
activists. Sept. 22: ACT s rally, For Peace at Kanesetake, calls for the peace proposals of
the Confederacy to be taken up by both sides in the Oka crisis. Oct. 27: ACT joins the first
rally for Peace in the Middle East after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the U.S. reaction.

1991

Jan. 8: ACT and Troops Out Now! organize the first non-violent civil disobedience action against the impending Gulf War, calling for U.S. withdrawal from the Middle
East and Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. Jan. 15: ACT and Troops Out Now! stage a day of protest throughout downtown Toronto, including an occupation of the Stock
Exchange. Jan. 29: A member of the Kuwaiti democratic opposition speaks to a group of students during ACT’s School Strike for Peace. Feb. 2: At ACT s rally for Peace
in the Middle East, a member of the Iragi democratic opposition is among the speakers, for the first time at an anti-war demonstration. Over a thousand people come out
and protest. Feb. 9: 80 people of all ages stage the first illegal march for peace in Oakville, organized by ACT Oakville. May 11: 9th Annual Spring Protest for Peace calls
for the abolition of all armies worldwide. Sept. 13-15: ACT hosts the International Peace Bureau's annual conference, the first time the conference has been held in North

America. More than 250 activists from 25 countries attend. Simultaneously, ACT
hosts the Ontario Peace Conference. Nov. 4: ACT reveals secret cruise missile testing
over Canada. Nov. 15-18: José Guterres, East Timorese representative to the United
Nations, visits Canada at the invitation of ACT and the East Timor Alert Network,
participating in a protest at Barbara McDougall’s office and later meeting with
McDougall. McDougall announces a review of Canada’s aid to Indonesia.
1992

Feb. 24: ACT and the East Timor Alert Network hold a rally and blood-pouring at the
Indonesian consulate. Simultaneous actions are held in Vancouver and Ottawa.
March 28: ACT collects almost 5,000 signatures in support of the Innu in a single day
of street outreach in Toronto. April 4: ACT's Support the Innu rally draws a crowd
of several hundred people, and concludes a ten-day speaking tour for three Innu
representatives. May 16: TENTH ANNUAL SPRING PROTEST FOR PEACE.

And the work continues ...

For more information about ACT's six new working groups and our exciting
Peace Action 92 Campaign, see the next page!

ACT rally for the Innu, April 4, 1992. Photo: David Maltby




ACT at ten years:
new directions

This year, ACT has instituted a new structure based on work-
ing groups. These groups — of which there are seven to date —
dently under the

are largely ous, taking action i

guidelines of ACT's basis of unity and structure document.

You can get involved with just one working group which
concentrates on your particular area, or you can work with several
different groups; as well as volunteering for the groundwork of
outreach, education and fundraising that keeps the whole organiza-

tion going.

The working groups are an exciting opportunity for people to
work on their most pressing concerns, and they also reflect ACT's
commitment to decentralized organizing, giving all volunteers as

much autonomy and responsibility as they want.

New working groups can be added at any general meeting, if
someone is willing to take responsibility for coordinating the

proposed new group.
Get involved! Our seven working groups are:

* NATIVE RIGHTS: This group concen-

wwirates.on supporting the Innu people of
Nitassinan (Labrador-Québec) in their
resistance to low-level military flights
tests over their land and other threats to
their way of life. One of the largest and
most active working groups, we have
members on the streets every Saturday
collecting names on our petition to sup-
port the Innu. We expect to reach our goal
of 10,000 names by the end of the 1992
flying season in the fall. This group has
also organized one large demonstration
for the Innu already this year, and is plan-
ning a second speaking tour and demon-
stration for the fall.

Demonstration at the Indonesian Consulate by
the Local Wars working group. Photo: Maggie
i Helwig L

Street outreach/petition blitz with the Native Rights working groups. Photo:

David Webster

* LOCAL WARS: This group works
particularly to end Canada’s support for
genocide in Indonesian-occupied East
Timor, including a ban on weapons sales
to Indonesia. So far in 1992, the group
has organized, along with the East Timor
Alert Network, several demonstrations,
successful public forums, and one non-
violent civil disobedience action. More
protests, educational events and other
activities are being planned.

* PRISONERS FOR PEACE: This
group aims to free all those imprisoned
solely for their work for peace, especially
conscientious objectors. Already several
of the prisoners we chose to concentrate
on for 1992 have been released! We con-
tinue letter-writing and demonstrations in
support of Israeli peace activist
Mordechai Vanunu, and are planning
actions in support of those Gulf War COs
who are still imprisoned.

* CONVERSION/ECOLOGY: The
focus of this working group is the boycott
of General Electric; aiming to pressure
the corporation into ending its leading
role in the nuclear weapons and nuclear
power industries. The group has orga-
nized numerous showings of the film
Deadly Deception, which recently won a
best short documentary Oscar, and has

collected a number of GE Boycott
pledges.

*VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN:
ACT members have been instrumental in
placing violence against women and
children on the agenda of the peace
movement in Canada. This group (which
is also open to men) concentrates mostly
on public education, trying to raise public
awareness of the issue and to make links
between violence in the home, and wars
around the world. We are planning a
major conference to be held in
Peterborough, Ont, at the end of October.

*EAST/WEST: In this working group,
we strive to help heal the divisions left by
the Cold War, and work to end war in
eastern Europe. In particular, we work
with the Helsinki Citizens Assembly to
create a democratic, peaceful And bloc-
free Europe. ACT is the Canadian secre-
tariat for the Canadian Citizens Assembly
for the Helsinki Process.

* MEDIA AND PEACE: This group
tries to provide a peace movement cri-
tique of the mainstream media, to foster
afternative media, and to find ways to
make the mainstream media more aware
of and receptive to peace concerns.
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Land and law in the Peace Accords process

BY MARGARET SUMADH
THE ACTivisT

Three months after the official
ceasefire, certain issues have
emerged as central in the quest for
real peace in El Salvador.

First, the land question. Land
is fundamental to the struggle of

Towards Peace

In El Salvador

the Salvadoran poor. Many thou-
sands are landless or land-poor.
Three-quarters of all families have
less than one hectare of land. A
landless family can earn enough to
feed itself for 13 days each month,
while a land-poor family can feed
itself for 17 days per month.

The income differences have
been furtherexacerbated by the way
thatthe Agricultural credithas been
allocated — 75% to government
reform co-operatives growing ex-
porterops, and 17% for basic grain
for local consumption grown on
individual farms.

For more than a century, land
has been amassed in the hands of a
small elite who have used it to grow
export crops, coffee, sugar, cotton
and cattle. Through the 1960s, these
became efficient operations with
high productivity. Workers were
hired on aseasonal and ‘as required”
basis only. This led to aloss of land
to campesinos, temporary employ-
ment, the decline of the traditional
permanent-tenancy system of land
tenure. About 80% of the land is
owned by 10% of the population.
This same group has also had con-
trol of the processing of crops
through to export, thus controlling
the whole life-cycle and becoming
a strong political force, some with
their own paramilitary forces to
maintain control by repression and

intimidation. They oppose the sec-
tion of the Peace Accords which
states that private land should be
limited to 245 hectares by May 1st

Accords set out a timeline for spe-

to a Demobilization Fund for all
and the i

cific tasks to be by spe-
cific dates. These include the re-
duction of government forces by

to ex-combatants.

During the war, thousands of
peasants, struggling to survive, used
‘tomas’ (taking over plots of land)
in order to try to work land that had
been abandoned by the large land-
owners. This was done either in
community co-operatives or in
small groups. Now, with the
ceasefire, some landowners are
using force to try to reclaim these
lands and there are still thousands
of peasants being moved off the
land.

The business sector have said
that they will not take part in the
proposed Socio-Economic Forum
until the peasants stop the ‘tomas’.
In April, intervention by the United
Nations Secretariat of Peace Op-
erations resulted in the FMLN
agreeing not to endorse further
‘tomas’ and the government not to
endorse removal of peasants from
land already in their possession.
But the land problem will continue
to be one of the principal obstacles
in the process of national reconcili-
ation.

A second important question
is that of the armed forces and the
National Civic Police (PNC). The

K. T.WEB
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QUALITY AT LOW COST

halfand of the Elite
Battalions, inventory of arms and
the securing of FMLN munitions
jointly by the FMLN and the UN
mission. As well as logistical prob-
lems, more serious issues have
arisen.

The National Guard and the
Treasury Police, which were to have
been absorbed into the army itself,
have instead been maintained and

mentation of other socio-economic
reforms, the FMLN is deliberately
delaying on the agreement that they
reduce their number of troop loca-
tions. The government forces, t0o,
are slowing down their demobili-
zation, saying that it is because of
an increased crime rate (which
might better be dealt with by push-
ing for activity of the National Civil
Police, whichis being gradually set
up.)

The program to reincorporate

goes to government forces for ‘non-
lethal’ assistance. This is seen as a
US attempt to retain some control
over the army.

Most political prisoners have
now been released. There has been
some criticism of the National Rec-
onciliation Law which gave almost
total amnesty with pardon — inter-
national law says that crimes such
as massacres, torture and disap-
pearances cannot be pardoned.

There continues (0 be a cam-
paign of opposition to the Accords
from members of the Right and the

Army. There have been threats by

phone, fax, and even paid adver-
tisements against members of the
National Council of Churches, UN
personnel, grassroot opposition
leaders, FMLN combatants and
their families. Recently acampaign
of paid advertisements ran in the
newspaper against the role of the
UN mission, at the same time the
mission was launching a campaign
to clarify its role.

There are still selective assas-
sinations of trade union and co-

ex- ivilian life with
the transfer of land is beginning to
be implemented.

The US Congress recently
awarded $82.6 million for El Sal-
vador. Of this, $64.7 million goes

perative workers. The objective
of those most opposed to the Peace
Accords has been terrorization in
order to slow down implementa-
tion of the Accords, particularly
around the Elite ions. &

Survival

for ibal peoples

Urgent Action

The Lumad of Mindanao -
Urgent international pro-
test is essential if the construc-
tion of a huge power plant on
Mount Apo, a sacred tribal site
inthe Philippines, is tobe halted.

Mount Apo is home to
abouthalfamillion tribal people
ontheisland of Mindanao. Early
this year the go-ahead was given
for work to start on a huge geo-
thermal power plant on the
mountain. This decision was
taken in the face of opposition
from the indigenous peoples
who willbedisplaced from their
lands and whose environment
will be destroyed. Roads con-
structed to serve the project will
encourage greater migration
onto tribal lands.

For the tribal peoples, the
mountain is their ancestral do-
main. Itis the dwelling place of
the Supreme God, Apo
Sandawa, and the burial site of
their ancestors.

In 1985, the Philippine
National Oil Company (PNOC)
obtained a permit for 6 months
from the Energy Development
Department and started explo-
ration in tbe region withoutihe
required environmental clear-
ance. It continued its activities
well beyond the 6 month pe-
riod, drilling two test wells and
building a road to the site.

In 1988, Environment Sec-
retary Fulgencio Factoran sent
a memorandum to President
Aquino declaring the activities
of PNOC on Mount Apo to be
“patently illegal.” This, along
with increased local and inter-
national pressure, led to the
project being shelved.

Yet, this January, in bla-
tant contradiction to his earlier
pronouncement, Factoran gave
the project clearance.

There is strong and grow-

Lhiw airib
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human rights, social justice and community development in a

Work
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This is a two-y

For more information or to
867-2185.

, full-time
and supervised work in the field.
We start in September and end in May.

of study
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change

DRUM TRAVEL SERVICE
121 Harbord Street
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1G9
(416) 964-3388

Qur philosophy is that travelling, and the
travel business, should reflect
consideration for other cultures and our
commitment to political and economic

ing ition to the project
backed by the Church, Con-
gressmen and tribal leaders.

The Government has re-
sponded to these peaceful pro-
tests by deploying an increas-
ing number of military person-
nel in the area and recruiting a
civilian paramilitary force from
the local population.

Please write and express
your concern to: The Secre-
tary, Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
Visayas Avenue, Quezon City,
Philippines. Make the follow-
ing points: the Philippines gov-
ernment mustrecognize and up-
hold the Lumads’ right to their
lands; the project is also illegal
as Mount Apo is a National
Park; environmental clearance
should be revoked and work on
the project should stop imme-
diately; the Government should
withdraw military forces from
the area.
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Soviet workers and
the transformation

of society

Perestroika and the Soviet
People

By David Mandel

Black Rose Books

REVIEWED BY BRUCE ALLEN

In his introduction to
Perestroika and the Soviet People,
David Mandel states that his deci-
sion to focus on workers in this
book rested upon the hypothesis
that “workers are the only social
force with both the interest and the
political potential for carrying

ing workers.

Mandel also reflects on the
independent socialist groups which
emerged in the USSR in this pe-
riod. Though admitting that they
are small and politically isolated,
he refrains, almost as a matter of
faith, from dismissing them as in-

Lifting the lid

on uranium mining

Past Exposure

By Greg Dropkin and David
Clark

Namibia Support Committee/
PARTIiZANS

pp-136

REeVIEWED BY JOHN CORCORAN

Past Exposure lifts the lid on
the largest open-pit uranium mine
in the world — Rossing Uranium
in Namibia, supplier to the weap-

Indeed, th ion he
gives to these socialist groups
clearly reveals a bias — he fails to
note the existence of groups on the
Left that are not Marxist-oriented.
These include Greens, anarcho-
communist groups and libertarian
labour organizations like the Con-

Anarcho- icali

through the
transformation of the Soviet state
and society.” He substantiates this
hypothesis by analyzing the strike
movements that rocked the USSR
in its final years and the relation-
ships between the workers and the
key political forces active in the
USSR at the time.

In the pre-Gorbachev regime,
atrade-off was maintained, in which
workers benefited from the lever-
age and job security provided by
chronic labour shortages; in return,
the regime obtained worker passi
ity in the face of low living

an-

which has an organized presence in
over forty cities and towns.

Nor does he consider the his-
torically significantrole of the small
but heroic independent labour
unions which emerged before
Gorbachev rose to power. Work-
ing under conditions of extreme
repression, the Free Trade Union
Association of Working People and
the Free Inter-Professional Trade
Union Association nevertheless
made an impact, and the Free Inter-
Professional Trade Union Associa-
tion survived attempts to wipe it

dards and
ditions.

Gorbachev’s reforms ruptured
this relationship by introducing el-
ements of a market-driven eco-
nomic system. The reforms with-
drew many of the limited advan-
tages to workers of the old system
without giving them anything
meaningful in return — the reforms
were notmeant to give workers the
opportunity to socially and politi-
cally empower themselves. How-
ever, that is preciselv what they
did.

I'he July 1989 strike wave by
the USSR s coalminers was a wa-
tershed in the Soviet reform pro-
cess. Mandel correctly notes that
the strike wave was set off by a
combination of anger over price
increases  resulting  from
Gorbachey's reforms and long-
standing complaints about work-
ing conditions, official corruption,
bureaucratic privile; Itisalso
noteworthy that the striking miners
went on to raise demands that were
overtly political and that they com-
pletely bypassed the official trade
unions in the process.

But the absence of a coherent
programme left the new workers’
movement vulnerable to political
manipulation by charlatans like
Boris Yeltsin who were advocating
amore rapid transition to a market-
driven economy and a Western
political system. Mandel devotes
much of his book to exposing their
opportunism and the fundamental
incompatibility of their neo-con-
servative agenda with the much
more radically democratic and
egalitarian aspirations of the strik-

working con-

tion to this day.

Mandel correctly observes that
the transition away from a com-
mand economic system toward a
market-driven one, and the disinte-
gration of the USSR, embodies the
risk of seriously weakening, if not
fracturing, the new labour move-
ment, butdoes not think to consider
what course the labour movement
will need to follow in the wake of
the collapse of the USSR. The book
should appear in a new edition
which includes an analysis of the
most recent events.

Furthermore, in view of what
he has achieved by putting together
a mostly admirable book, it is en-
tirely reasonable to expect that
Mandel will understand that the
Iabour movement he describes can
find renewed purpose in the wake
of the USSR’s collapse by lining
up with workers in other countries
in a common struggle against the
global corporate agenda.

For a work with a clear goal of
encouraging international links
between workers in the USSR and
other countries, one should turn to
Changing of the Guard, published
by Transnationals Information Ex-
change. The analysis of this book is
more objective and less ideologi-
cal, and the authors were able to
incorporate analysis of the evolu-
tion of the reform process in the
aftermath of the failed coup of
August 1991. Labour activists in
the West who appreciate the direct
relevance of the changes taking
place in the USSR to our struggles
here are certain to find this a par-

_ticularly worthwhile text.

sof Britain, the United
States, and the former Soviet Union.
Published by the Namibia Support
Committee in London, England,
Past Exposure reveals the cavalier
disregard for the health of the
Namibian mineworkers displayed
by Rossing’s owners and manag-
ers.
The book emphasizes the harsh
legacy of apartheid atRossing. Most
of the managers and technical staff
are white, most of the labour force
is black. And blacks are over-rep-
resented in the most dangerous jobs.
In the Final Product Recovery area,
where workers handle drums filled
with refined uranium oxide and
uranium dust coats everything, all
21 workers are black.

One of the workers in the Final
Product Recovery area describes a
visit by the Superintendent — he
wears an extra-large mask, stays no
more than 30 minutes, and touches
nothing, not even a handrail.

The Superintendent’s caution
is understandable once you read
the analysis of Rossing s standards
for airborne uranium. Rossing says
they follow the guidelines laid down
by the International Commission
for Radiological Protection. Butthe
Rossing limit for airborne uranium
is actually six times higher than it
shouldbe, according to ICRP guide-
lines. And other scientific bodies
feel that the ICRP limits are them-
selves six times too generous, mak-
ing Rossing’s limits 36 times what
they should be.

Past Exposure also gives us

Rossing Uranium —

environmental danger or
RTZ model mine?
Past Exposure, a new book by
the UK -based Namibia Support
Commitee, draws on highly
confidential company docu-
ments to cut through Rossis
glossy PR and expose the re:
risks to workers' health and the
Namibian environment. Highly
readable, yetwithasoundanaly-
sisof technical information, this
book is essential for all those
concerned with the fate of work-
ers in nuclear industries, and
with the effects of uranium min-
ing on the wider environment.
PASTEXPOSURE: CAN§14
acopy, plus $6 postage. Please
make out cheques to: “Namibia
Support Commitee”. Order
from Namibia Support
Commitee, 37 Great
Guildford St., London SE1

OES, UK

A worker in the Final Product Recovery Area at Rossing

Rossing’s Canadian copnection.
Rio Algom is a uranium mine at
Elliott Lake, Ontario. It owns 10%
of ing. Both Rio Algom and
Rossing are controlled by the United
Kingdom mining conglomerate,
Rio Tinto Zinc (RTZ). Like
Rossing, Rio Algom has polluted
local water supplies with radioac-
tive elements released from “tail-
ings” dumps. Rio Algom’s dumped
wastes have killed fish in the Ser-
pent River system, flowing into
Lake Huron. In 1980, Rossing’s

tailings, stored as liquids, began to
seep out into the ground surround-
ing their dump. Over 800 million
gallons were released.

Though Past Exposure can be
heavy going, and its presentation is
choppy and sometimes disorga-
nized (an index would have been a
big help), itis densely packed with
valuable information. For anyone
who wants the dirty details of what
itmeans to work foramajor-league
uranium producer, this book is on
the short list. &
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EAST TiMOR UPDATE

Number 11 — May 4, 1992

8
MALAYBIA

, Pacific Ocun

“Law and order” regime brings new terror to East Timor

Many Canadians heard of East Timor
for the first time when CBC’s The Journal
broadcast scenes from last Nov. 12, when
Indonesian soldiers gunned down as many as
200 unarmed Timorese in cold blood at the
Santa Cruz cemetery. The massacre,
however, was just the beginning of a vicious
crackdown in East Timor. This issue of East
Timor Update is devoted to an account of the
new “reign of terror”. The article is an edited
version of one published in the latest issue of
the Tapol Bulletin (available in full from
ETAN, 104—2120 West 44th, Vancouver BC,
V6M 2G2)

‘While President Suharto in Jakarta and
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas around the world
have been engaged in *damage limitation’ to
convince other governments that the Nov. 12
Santa Cruz massacre was a “regrettable
incident”, the situation in East Timor has
deteriorated. A reign of terror has eclipsed the
occupied island. In particular the role of the
hawkish Brig. General Theo Syafei, the new
army commander in East Timor, shows how
“law and order” is being implemented.

Brig General Theo Syafei has made it a
matter of prestige and a personal crusade to
maintain “law and order” in East Timor. Ever

_since becoming army commander, he has
repeatedly made it clear that he will not pursue
the “soft” approach of his predecessor. General
‘Theo, an old Timor hand, has put the clock
back to the late seventies and early eighties,

| when military fute was virtially absolute. The
“opening up” of the last three years is now on
the way out; every measure taken by General
Theo reinforces this.

From the moment he was appointed
commander in January, Theo has made it clear
that he i in charge. The press has published
one warlike statement after another from the
new commander, who makes no secret of his
belligerent approach. Here are some examples
(quotes from Indonesian press reports):

On the Santa Cruz killings:

...Thus, as I have said, if something
similar to the 12 November event were to
happen under my leadership, the number of
victims would probably be higher.

On running East Timor:

Q.: You have served in East Timor for nine
years. What are the issues in Timorese
society? Why do incidents oceur so often?
TS: The crux of the matter is that in many
cases we have not been decisive enough and
have lacked consistency. Besides there are still
factors which make East Timor unstable. We
need to be more consistent.

Q: Why then do demonstrations still occur?
TS: It's like this. We thought that by showing
love to the people, it would work both ways,
but it didn’t tumn out like that on that day [the
day of Santa Cruz bloodbath]. Our love was
taken as being a sign of indecision and
weakness. In the villages our programme
functions wells and is accepted. But in the city
where things have been “polluted”, it was
interpreted as indecision, an attitude of wait-
and-see. Moreover, there is fertile soil for
agitation and propaganda with an estimated
8,000 people unemployed in Dili.

Q: About people’s attitudes, what happens if
they adopt an anti-Indonesia stance?

TS: That is impossible. This is the territory of
the Republic of Indonesia.

Q: In the post 12 November period. it seems
the security approach has been stepped up?
TS: I'm only restoring ABRI standards.

Demonstrations don’t exist according to
Indonesian law.

Tough words backed by tough measures

Syafei’s tough language has been backed
by tough measures. East Timor, a little more
relaxed in the period of “opening up”, has now
moved in the opposite direction, comparable to
the early years after the invasion.

Neither the visit of United Nations special
envoy Amos Wako nor the high-profile
journey of the Peace Mission by the Lusitania
Expresso led to demonstrations in Dili. The
reason is clear: Theo left nothing to chance in
his determination to forestall any disturbance.

From crack of dawn on the day of
Wako’s arrival, row upon row of troops were
spread across the fields and in between the
trees surrounding Comoro airport. The troops
were stationed there from five in the morning
and remained in place even in during a heavy

commanders, Sintong Panjaitan and Rudy
‘Warouw, the thrust of Operasi Morris Diak
[Operation Good Life] under Theo Syafei has
taken a different direction. Previously, the
hearts-and-minds strategy of Morris Diak was

partly through Theo
Syafei is now openly critical of his predeces-
sor. Asked how his strategy differed from
Brig.Gen. Warouw’s, he said:

“The position and policy of ABRI
[Indonesian armed forces] never change. Our
mission is to bring stability in East Timor. In a
technical sense our approaches are different.
Pak Warouw had his love and caring approach.
But as I see it, because of a different culture,
his approach came to be seen as indecision.
Some regard the soft approach as a weakness. I
only want to stress the importance of restoring
ABRT’s credibility and to make sure that
softness is by no means weakness. This is the
position I want to put across. And indeed, this

possible to speak about a low intensity conflict
in East Timor. All the ingredients are there:
separating the guerrillas from the population,
focusing on control of the population,
combining military duties with civic duties and
using all kinds of intelligence operations.

Nobody talks about “opening up” East
Timor any more; the slender margins of the
last three years have disappeared. It is back to
the grim reality of absolute military rule in
East Timor. Theo Syafei, the archetype of a
hardliner, clearly enjoys his new job. He wants
to be known as a tough guy and his reign of
terror is rampaging all over East Timor.

Terror confirmed by visitors

People who have visited East Timor since
Santa Cruz confirm that brutality is a daily
occurrence, with an atmosphere of fear and the
military displaying their arrogance. The US
journalist Peter Goodman, a freelancer based

“They go from house
to house, warning
people not to make
trouble. The soldiers
come and beat people
up. Many are taken
away for questioning
and often disappear.
The military has
killed many in the
last few months
(since the Nov. 12
massacre).”

— unnamed Timorese
man, Feb. 1992

dotwnpour, to await the arrival of Wako.
During Wako's brief visit, General Syafei
personally inspected the town throughout the

"day. In the afternoon, drenched by the rain, he

watched a local football match between two
kampungs, to make sure it was only a football
match. He spent the night in the room next to
‘Wako's in Hotel Mahkota.

Theo Syafei’s overhaul

In the brief period since becoming
commander. Syafei has conducted a major
overhaul of the structure. Although continuing
the territorial operation of the two former

Action of the Month

Bata Shoes, one of the top two Cana-
dian companies investing in Indonesia
(along with Inco), will be opening its
new Bata Shoe Museum in Toronto this
May (date to be announced). East Timor

activists will beat the official opening of
the museum (o protest against Bata’s
appalling human rights practices in In-
donesia and other countries around the
world. Contact 416-531-6154.

position has been accepted by many.”

Syafei’s approach is fully backed by army
headquarters in Jakarta. For Dili alone the
Morris Diak territorial operation has been
allotted 2.3 billion rupiahs (more than one
million US dollars). This amounts to 88
million rupiahs for each of the 26
neighbourhoods in Dili. The objective is to
drive the “anti-integrationists™ into an
impossible position. A special territorial
battalion, Battalion “Red Bear"/641 from West
Kalimantan, has been assigned for the job in
Dili. It will stay for one year, with units in
every one of the 26 neighbourhoods.

On average. 30 soldiers have been
stationed in each neighbourhood in addition to
the existing structures of military subdistrict,
police subdistrict and para-military forces. As
Timorese in Dili whisper: “Before, they were
everywhere in the streets, now they have
entered our bedrooms.™

Under Warouw, there was still a grey area
of people not openly expressing anti-integra-
tion feelings. But Theo Syafei will only
tolerate people being “with us or against us”.
There can be no 'ﬂcaung mass”, People must
either accept or join the

in Jakarta, visited East Timor in February and
was told to leave because he did not possess a
travel permit. He has given a graphic account
of the situation in Dili:

“Dili is dominated by fear. the streets
devoid of activity throughout much of the day.
On one recent moming. virtually everyone had
a quick look about to see who else might be in
the area before saying so much as good
moming to a foreigner. At least 10.000
Indonesian troops remain in East Timor and
Dili has the air of a city under siege.... While
none of the dozen or so soldiers at ease on the
sides of the field cared to say where the men
were going, several East Timorese said troops
have been entering villages frequently of late.

““They go from house to house, warning
people not to make trouble,” said an elderly
East Timorese as he sat beneath an enormous
banyan tree on the edge of the crumbling
broadwalk that fronts the harbour. ‘The
soldiers come and beat people up. Many are
taken away for questioning and often disap-
pear. The military has killed many in the last
few months.™

Llfe in East Timor under Indonesian
has always been wretched but

guerrillas. In El Salvador and the Philippines,
the hearts-and-minds strategy came to be
known as low intensity conflict; it is now

under the hawkish Brig Gen. Theo Syafei, the
situation is ten times worse.
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TIBET

Demonstrations continue in occupied Tibet

The People’s Republic of China
invaded Tibet in 1950. As a result
of the continuing Chinese occupa-
tion 1.2 million Tibetans (one-sixth
of the population) have died, over
6,250 monasteriesand templeshave
been destroyed, the study or teach-
ing of religion is forbidden, an es-
timated 10,000 Tibetans are in
prison for anti-state activities, and
7.6 million Chinese have moved
into Tibetin a deliberate transfer of
population, making the 6 million
Tibetans a minority in their own
country.

Tibet, once a peaceful buffer state
between India and China, has been
transformed into a vast military
base: between 300,000 and 500,000
Chinese troops, 17 radar stations,
14 military airfields, five missile
bases and at least 90 nuclear mis-
siles are part of the Chinese mili-
tary presence in Tibet.

[Peace Media Service] Chi-
nese police opened fire to disperse
a peaceful crowd of pro-indepen-
dence protestorsin the Tibetan capi-
tal Lhasa on March 22, according
to recent reports from the London-
based Tibet Information Network.
One eyewitness said that “several
hundred” people had taken part in
the demonstration, called to mark
the anniyersary of the Chinese in-
vasion of Tibet in 1950.

Ten demonstrators were ar-
rested: six monks from Ganden
Monastery, one monk from
Drepung Monastery, and three nuns
from Garu Convent.

Police are reported to have
announced through loudspeakers

that they would shoot tokill if dem-
onstrators did not disperse. A num-
ber of shots were fired by police
into the air, according to the eye-
witness account provided by a for-
eign traveller in Lhasa. No injuries
were reported.

The protest, which took place
at about 11 a.m., was led by four
Tibetan monks, who were followed
by up to 500 lay people in a march
around the Jokhang Temple, the
holiest shrine in Tibet, situated in
the heart of the Tibetan quarter of
Lhasa.

The crowd shouted slogans
calling for “independence for Ti-
bet,” “Long Life for the Dalai
Lama,” and “Chinese Out.” The
monks lcading the procession car-
ried the Tibetan national flag, a
gesture which has in the past been
treated by the Chinese authorities
as a capital offence. Two monks
carrying Tibetan flags were shot
dead on the spot during a similar
protest, also outside the Jokhang
Temple, in December 1988.

The demonstration was bro-
ken up when uniformed and
plainclothes police arrested the four
monks, beating them severely in
front of the crowd. “They further
antagonized the crowd by kicking
one of the monks as he lay on the
ground,” said the traveller, who
asked not to be named.

“In.a classic.act of civil dis-
obedience he lay passively on the
ground and told the police to go on
beating him,” the traveller said. The
monk was named as Jamyang, age
28, from Ganden Monastery, 40
kilometers east of Lhasa. He be-
came a monk in 1984 after serving
as a soldier.

Classified

Reach 10, whocare

Travelling to Ni i ?
Peace activist wanting to visit
Innu friends would like com-
pany on the trip. If you're inter-
ested, contact Diane, ¢/o ACT,
531-6154,

Volunteer for Peace! ACT for
Disarmament always welcomes
new volunteers for outreach,
fundraising, education and or-
ganizing. Call us at 531-6154
today, or come by our office at
736 Bathurst St., Toronto.

about peace, ecology and hu-
man rights. Classified ads in
Ontario’s peace monthly are
available for$10 for 25 words or
less, $15 for 25-50 words.
Deadline for next issue: May
27

One of the other arrested
monks was named as Sonam Paljor,
26, also from Ganden Monastery.
Both monks were said to come
originally from poor farming fami-
lies in the Medro Gungkar areaeast
of Lhasa.

Reportedly the crowd shouted
insults at the police in an attempt to
stop them beating the monks and to
have challenged police to attack
lay people instead of monks. “The
situation was extremely tense and
was close to turning into a full scale
riot,” said the witness.

No further arrests were made
at the time, and the protest appears
to have ended without further inci-
dent. But Chinese authorities have
typically followed pro-indepen-
dence demonstrations with a wave
of arrests of suspected dissidents.

The situationin Lhasaremains
tense; according (o the traveller,
who said that Tibetans were being
“subjected to constant Chinese pro-
paganda,” with a large number of
undercover police on the streets.

This appears to be the largest
incident since October 1989 and
the first time that security forces

have threatened to shoot protestors
since China lifted martial law in
1990. The protest is the first re-
ported in Lhasa since February 3,
when six nuns and one monk were
arrested. There were up to 30 small
protests in Lhasa between May and
October last year.

Tibetans in Lhasa are said to
be “depressed and alienated” by
news of the failure of the United
Nations to pass a resolution criti-
cizing Chinese human rights viola-
tions in Tibet, according to the re-
port. The European-backed resolu-
tion was blocked at the UN Com-
mission on Human Rights this
March when a majority of Third
World countries voted to support

China under heavy U.S. pressure.

Ironically, most western gov-
emmentshave moved tosoften criti-
cism of Chinese policies in Tibetin
order to stop further protests. Ex-
plicit criticism “could have raised
false hopes in Tibet, possibly lead-
ing to fresh unrest there,” one Brit-
ish Foreign Office official ex-
plained.

Canada has also toned down
its statements in support of human
rights in China and Tibet, despite
the expulsion of MPs Svend
Robinson, Beryl Gaffney and Geoff
Scott from China earlier this year.
In 1991, China ranked second
among all recipients of Canadian
economic aid.
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ACT Toronto
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Bruce Allen
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ACT Oakville
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