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The Women’s Peace Agenda Project
< a conference which will be devoted to
redefining the peace and human rights

* movements from a women’s perspective.

We have now set dates of October 30
to November 2, 1992, and decided to hold
the conference in Peterborough, Ontario,
where we have the support of the Trent
Iniversity Women’s Centre
Our workshop topics (barring urgent
demand for others) will be: i

= Violence against women as a peace
issue

» Systemic oppression and the peace
‘movement

» Poverty as violence

» Violence against children

+ Women and militarization, with
particular attention to the situation of
First Nations women in Canada

+ Sexism and violence against

~Canadian warship

to the Gulf,

— again

.:&?
He

A Canadian warship, HMCS
Restigouche, has left Esquimault, BC, head-
ing for the Red Sea to help enforce the
blockade against Irag. Restigouche had been
outfitted for duty in the Gulf War, but the war
wasover before it could leave for the Middle
East.

French, Australian and American war-
ships are already in the Red Sea, enforcing
the trade sanctions imposed on Iraq by the
United Nations 18 months ago, and still in
effect. These sanctions cover all shipments
tolIraqother than food, medical supplies, and
humanitarian aid for immediate needs.

There is alsoa U.N.embargo on the sale
of Iragi oil, though the Security Council
offered to approve the sale of $1.6 billion
(U.S.) worth of oil. Iraq rejected this offer as
an infringment of its sovereignty.

Restigouche is a fully armed destroyer
equipped with torpedoes, shells, and surface
to surface missile. “I’s a peacetime mis-
sion,” says Cmdr. Dietmar Baltes. “But with
the risk of sca mines, terrorist activity, or an
escalation of terrorism, the crew has to be
prepared for anything.”

While Cmdr. Baltes scems somewhat
overwhelmed with concern over Iragi terror-
ism, some peace activists argue that continu-

ing sanctions at this point is a form of terror-
ism against Iraqi civilians.

“Only if sanctions are lifted can enough
oil be sold to purchase necessary food and
medicine and get the country operating
again,” says Rick McCutcheon of the Cana-
dian Friends’ Service Committee. “ItisIraq’s
children and vulnerable groups that continue
to die because of these decisions ... We
cannot continue to think of ourselves as a
caring people if we donotrespond positively
1o the plight of Iragi children and other civil-
ians.”

Others argue, however, that we should
insist on humanitarian aid being channelled
tolraqi civilians, but should not lift sanctions
at this time. They point out that Iraq contin-
ues to commit gross violations of human
rights on a regular basis, especially against
the Kurds in the north; a United Nations
Special Rapporteur recently submitted a re-
port detailing “hundreds of thousands” of
victims of torture and extrajudicial execu-
tion. Those who favour the continuation of
sanctionsalso point out that there is reason to
doubt that money obtained by the Iraqi gov-
ernment would be used to aid the people of
Iraq to any great extent.$

Women and

women within the peace movement

« Women’s art and music against
violence

The conference will be worksho;
based, loosely structured, and emphazising
group discussion and strategizing. Some of
the workshops will be open 1o both men
and women — in other cases, there will be
parallel workshops for men.

‘We are hoping for enough community
support, and donations from interested
people, that we will not have to charge a
registration fee and the conference can be
accessible to more people.

For more information, contact ACT
for Disarmament, 736 Bathurst St.,
Toronto, M5S 2R4, or call 531-6154 or
978-3606.8

peace

- Men and solidarity
— opinion piece
(page 2)

- Sexual abuse of
women in prisons
(page 6)

- Women working
for peace in Serbia
— and in Cambodia
(page 7)

- Men singing
against male
violence (page 8)

SUPPORT THE INNU
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Street outreach

NATO OUT OF NITASSINAN
NS RN SRS 4 S SR S

Stop low-level flight testing
over Nitassinan

at locations throughout Toronto
Saturday March 28
Call ACT to get involved

RALLY AND MARCH

Saturday April 4
Queen's Park, 1 p.m.

ACT for Disarmament, 531-6154

and petition blitz
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Talking Solidarity Blues

Okay, don’t get us wrong. We really appreciate any steps that men
take to overcome their own sexism and to work in support of woren
and our struggles. But any other solidarity movement requires a certain
caution, and has to be open to a certain amount of criticism. And we
have come across one recent initiative that we feel we have to say a
few hard words about.

I'here is a flyer being circulated for a National Gathering of Men,
planned for the fall of 1992 in Toronto. The idea is for mien to get
together and talk about — to put it broadly — how they can “challenge
and end patriarchy.” One of the key sentences on the flyer runs as
follows:

“This event will provide ample opportunities for men, and the
women who support us in change, to pursue to the direction(s) of
their choice™ (emphasis ours).

This is the sentence which floored a group of four women simulta-
neously in astonishment.

Point One.

We are not supporting you guys, okay? We have been doing that
for generations. We have cleaned up your messes and made your coffee
and nurtured your egos and raised your children and supported you
until we can’t stand it any longer.

If you want to support us as we work against the oppression that
has been built into our social system, that’s great.

And if you want to change yourselves, we are glad, and we will
talk to you and explain what we need and how we see things, and hope
that you'll listen and try to understand. We will work with you and
appreciate your efforts. But we will only work with you side by side,
not holding you up from behind. If you are still looking for someone to
support you after all this time, well, it ain’t us, babe. We ain’t propping
yOu up no more.

Would you talk about working with “black people who support us
in our work against racism?” We hope not:

Point Two.

Choice is a very tricky area to get into.

White men can, for the most part. choose what direction they want
to pursue, and do it.

But if we were actually able to “pursue the directions of our
choice™ freely, there would be no more need for a women’s movement.
The fact is, we are not able. We need more than moral support. What
we need now is real, live work for change in order to create the
possibility of choice.

Similarly we who are white women must understand that we have
far more choices in our lives than native women and women of colour.
Maybe we’ll choose not to exploit our position of privilege — it is to
be hoped that's what we will choose. But we can’t pretend that we
don’t come from that background of privilege.

We know as women that choices are not equally available to
everyone. We have to work to make those chotces available.

As we said, we hope that this is not seen as an attack. We believe
that the men who put out this flyer have nothing but the best of
intentions. We make these criticisms because we believe that —
because we believe that you guys really want to do the right thing, that
you will listen to what we are saying and pay attention.

It is a hard thing, coming to terms with your own position of
privilege, the fact that you are, at least potentially, an oppressor, and it
is something that many of us, as white women, are also trying to deal
with. It requires a constant sensitivity to small things like choices of
words and phrases. It requires, also, a lot of checking back with the
people you say that you are in solidarity with — probably no men’s
group working against sexism can function except by regularly
consulting women’s groups.

‘We offer this in the hope we will understand each other better in
the future.

—ACT Women's Collective

e

Y CHANCE OF HUMAN ERROR | QHANCE OF HUMAN ERROR !/ THATS ALL T HEAR AND
TAL SICK OF LT . .. HEL? ME WITH THLS DOOR, WLL YDU, IT SEEMS TO BE STCK L

Upon reading the ACTivist
article "Nato Jets on Innu Land,”

Marcel Masse lost in Bermuda triangle

From our government lies de-
partment... Finance Minister Don
Mazankowski's main advantage
over predecessor Michael Wilson
isthathekills us gently with asmile
on his face, where Wilson seemed
10 take a perverse pleasure out of
the pain he was causing. Certainly
he doesn’t have it over Wilson in
the truth department.

Maz said he was presenting
Canada with a nice, fat peace divi-
dend following the demise of the
Soviet Disunion. “Defence spend-
ing will be cut by a total of $2.2
billion over the next five years,” he
smarmed to a dozing House of
Commons. But will it? The amount
of cash going to keeping up
Canada’s laughable and unneeded
military will be $12.46 billion in
1992-93. That's $230 millionmore
than last year. What has been “cut”
is the even bigger increases the
Tories had been planning to make.
More is less.

Maybe it’s the new math.

Hk

Lest anyone think “defence”™
spending might be useful in de-
fending Canada from some (as our
friends in Washington would say)
“re-emergent global threat,” have a
gander ata few of the things they’re
spending your tax dollars on. For
starters, there’s something called
the Minister’s Advisory Group on
Defence Infrastructure. That's a
panel looking into some of the
country’s unneeded bases, but with
no mandate to recommend closing
any of them. Budget: $800,000.

and several other articles on the
subject, I became utterly out-
raged.

Low-level flying is destroy-
ing the Innu way of life and the
environment. This is completely
intolerable.

As the bicentennial of
Christopher Columbus ap-
proaches, it is especially impor-
tant to take some significant steps
towards recognizing the rights of
the Native peoples. The abolition
of Nato low level flying in
Labrador and Québec would be

Jo Peacenik

Then there’s the even more
mysterious Department of National
Defence Committee on Social
Change. Eighteen “experts” sit on
this one. What is it? No one seems
toknow, leastof all Minister Masse.

But there are, apparently, just
afewactual cuts being made. Seems
Ottawano longer felt able tojustify
CanadianForces Station Bermuda,
asemi-tropical outpost that claimed
the best beach on the island for
“tracking and identifying enemy
aircraft.” Bermuda lies roughly
half-way between Halifax and the
Virgin Islands, a noted threat to
democracy in the North Caribbean.
Of course, there are also the forces
of evil that dwell in the Bermuda
Triangle to worry about.

“There's alot of long faces on
the station today,” a plaintive Cap-
tain Mike Murray, station adminis-
trative officer, told The Globe and
Mail after learning the base would
be shut down. But don’t weep t0o
hard. The 88 brave defenders of our
country have until March 31, 1994
to bask in the rays of freedom.

Hk

Anyone walking around Point
Lepreau, N.B. could be forgiven
for wondering why there are so
many Romanians wandering the
streets.

Well, they're “operations and
maintenance staff” at Romania’s
Cernavoda nuclear reactor. That's
the one that was built using slave
labour by (the late) murderous dic-
tator Nicolae Ceaucescu, a project
many say is aimed at getting a

one such step.

Alternative places to practice
or the amount of noise created by
the planes is not the ultimate
issue at stake, mind you. The
question is whether we need the
planes at all. The answer is NO!

T am a concerned Canadian,
anxious to make my voice heard.
I would like to get involved in
ACT’s campaign as a way to do
$0.

Alison Doerksen
Toronto

nuclear bomb for eastern Europe’s
sole remaining bastion of fascism.
Yes, Canada’s helping out. Now,
not just by paying Romania to take
our Candu nuclear technology, but
also by training the people who
will run the reactor. Atomic En-
ergy of Canada Lid. is paying New
Brunswick Power (which operates
Atlantic Canada’s only nuclear sta-
tion at Point Lepreau) $5 million to
train the Romanians. All sugges-
tions that AECL chose to put the
Romanians in out-of-the-way New
Brunswickare, of course, mere slan-
der by anti-nuke types.

Hkk

Nuclear bombs are out, ‘says
President George Bush. Kinder,
gentler killing weapons are in. The
San Francisco Examiner recently
spelled out some of the new weap-
onsof “non-lethality” being pushed
by Bush.

These include neural inhibi-
tors that will short-circuit brain-
wave patterns with abombardment
of microwaves; very low frequency
noises, below the threshold of the
human ear, which with nonetheless
sicken anyone subjected to them;
knockout gases: bacteria that will
cat enemy oil supplies (any pa
ticular country spring to mind?
and “directed energy weapons ™ that
will destroy vehicles and buildings
by altering their molecular struc-
ture. This is touted as a great stride
towards humanizing war by sources
close to the president’s golfclub. It
will not stand, George.
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Words from an Innu elder

The Innu are protesting low level mili-
tary flying over their land in large part be-
cause it disrupts their traditional way of life.
Akane, an Innu elder, explains something
about that way of life and what recent devel-
. Opments have done (0 it.

I was born at a lake called “Mishta
Ashinit,” near Tshenuamiu-shipu (October
25, 1934). We did not spend much time in
Sheshatshit, as little as we could, because we
felt that it’s better to find food in order to
survive.

In the summer times my parents and
other old people who were with us made
canoes, paddles, and when the winter came
they made sleds, snowshoes. It's only re-
cently that everything cl d here.

Inmy childhood, I was always told that
Ishould always hunt with my father, and Ldid
that. There were times that we did not have
food; the hunting was getting worse; no
small animals around like partridge, no rab-
bit. It was winter time. It was a hardship and
sad. I experienced it myself.

Today everything is here like stores,
cars and everything. And in Sheshatshit near
the church by the beach, that’s where Innu
people used (o set their tents up because
that’s the only place that there were no trees.

In winter times when Innu people trav-
elled, men really worked hard, they carried
lots of gear. It was the same way in the
summer times, when they travelled on ca-
noes. They lived by hunting, fishing and
trapping, and they travelled a lot.

Today I think everything is changed, it’s
not the same anymore but I do know that
some people still very much respect their
tradition. They still are in the country. But
when we are in the community we are much
like white people. That’s where we use their
modern ways.

It's just like the whites are controlling
our lives and we cannot see. And we don’t
realize what our ancestors did, especially the
people who brought us up here to continue
their ways.

Everything is totally confusing to me. In
my childhood more people were happier in
the country and did not want to stay in the
village. Today is the opposite, more and
more people are seeming (0 want to stay in
the village for all kinds of reasons. Today it’s,
hard to ask the young ones to go in the
country because it is almost like they are
taken in by white society.

And a long time ago, there were people
that spent Christmas in the country, they
would find something to eat and gather to-
gether to celebrate.

Dutch protest
for Innu

Trix Van Vuet
PEACE NEWs

Peace groups in nine
different countries held protests in
support of the Innu last December

10 (Human Rights Day). The
Dutch Campaign Against War
Taxes, of which the author is a

member, was one of those groups.
Since our country is one of

the three in Europe to practise
low-level flying above Innu
territory, we felt we really had to
do our best on 10 December. We
began by sending letters to our
prime minister, the ministers of
defence and foreign affairs, the
chairs of the five largest political
parties and the parliamentary
chair, asking for an immediate
stop to all low level flying. We
no answer at all from the minister
of defence, so we decided to visit
him and get our answer in person.

‘We decided that the best way
to make people realise the
seriousness of the situation for the
Innu would be to let them experience the
problem themselves. In other words:
them hear the noise of a low-flying

We intended to reproduce that noise at
full volume (or as near as we could get to
it), but that was not as easy as we first
thought. It took a motor truck loaded with
sound equipment (with a capacity of
SkW!) to produce about a quarter of the
real volume of the jets. We knew we risked
geiting a fine for making so much noise,
but we decided it would only emphasise
the point of our action so took that risk.

Our reception at the ministry of
defence was downright rude, because they
were irritated by the noise. We did not get
a decent answer to our queries — although
we did get good press coverage.

We then walked to the Canadian
embassy. handing out leaflets in the shape
of an airplane, with our sound system still
reproducing the jet noise, but at a lower
volume. There were a lot of people whose
first reaction was to search the sky for a jet
that wasn’t there

At the embassy we got a friendlier
reception and an invitation to come back
for an answer later. Together with the
Working Group on Indigenous Peoples
(WIV), we plan to do s0.8

I think one of my
best memories is hav-
ing lived much of my
life in the woods .
Nothing can compare
with the time when I
lived in the woods. Ma-
terially, things might be
better, but life isn’t the
same.!

Feminism(s) and Cultural
Resistance in the Americas

An International Meeting of the Union for
Democratic Communications
Trent University, May 7 to 10, 1992
Contact A. O'Connor
705-748-1768, or fax 705-748-1795

Where
Credit
Is
Due...

For the last two issues, we have run this graphic
without crediting it — because we did not know who
the artist was. Now that we have found out, we
believe that he and the group that produced the
image deserve proper credit. The artist is Dale
Atkinson, and the image is one of many available
from the Kai Slide Bank, a source of slides, slide
shows and graphics for human rights and indig-
enous rights activists. The Kai Slide Bank is located
at 304 Harbord St., Toronto, and their phone num-
ber is 535-4336.

Turtle 355

Native control of forest?
N’DAKI MENAN (Ontario) — The
Teme-Augama Anishnabai are seeking
sole control of 7,300 square kilometres of
the Temagami forest, Chief Gary Potts
announced on February 10. They would
share control of another 3,100 square
kilometres with the provincial govern-
ment. The band would be a “regional
government” over the area under their
sole control, about two-thirds of the land
they identify as their traditional home-
land.

The Ontario government and the
Teme-Augama have been developing a
framework agreement for the adminis-
tration of the Temagami forest since
1991, since the Teme-Augama lost their
land claim case in the Supreme Court of
Canada. But the judge admitted that the
government had breached treaty respon-
sibilities to the band and that this should
be made good. Chief Potts says his pro-
posal would address the province’s
unfulfilled obligations.

“We are talking about a new system
of land management unique to Canada,”
said Potts. “We are talking about self-
sufficiency; we are talking about self-
government.”

Daishowa boycott broadens
TORONTO (Ontario) — An employee
i T -
protest over the company’'s use of
Daishowa paper bags. The logging com-
pany Daishowa has been clearcutting the
land of the Lubicon Cree, despite prom-
ises to the Lubicon, and Friends of the
Lubicon has called for a boycott of
Daishowa paper products, and of compa-
nies using those products.

Among the companies who have re-
sponded to the boycott and stopped using
Daishowa paper bags or other products
are: HoLee Chow, Cultures, NOW Maga-
zine, Safeway Stores, The Body Shop,
Knechtel's Grocers, the Toronto branch
of the YWCA, and the Liquor Control
Board of Ontario.

Companies which are still using
Daishowa products, and which should be
written to and boycotted, include: Coun-
try Style Donuts, Zehr’s, Mr. Submarine.
and, of course, Pizza Pizza.

UN looks at native rights
UNITED NATIONS — The UN Human
Rights Commission has prepared a draft
of a Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples, which proposes that “in-
digenous peoples have the right to self-
determination in accordance with inter-
national law.”

However, the Canadian government
has “fought very hard to try to kill” any
international recognition of indigenous
rights, according to a law professor who
isaconsultant on the declaration. Canada
took up “aresistance mode’ in the 1980s,
says Prof. Douglas Sanders.

Yet the pressure for the declaration
is coming largely from indigenous groups
in Canada and the United States. Cana-
dian native peoples like the Innu and the
James Bay Cree have been active at the
United Nations for many years.

SRR B TR RUR
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MIDDLE EAST

The peace process and the cycle of violence

By Apam KELLER
SpeCIAL T0 THE ACTvIST

On the night of February 14,
several Palestinians — armed with
knives, axes and a pitchfork — suc-
ceeded in raiding an Israeli military
camp, killing three Israeli soldiers,

moved north, swept aside the road-
blocks set up by U.N. peacekeepers,
and proceeded o engage in a fierce
battle with the Hizbullah fighters. In
Jerusalem, thi fFici

— as total anathema.

The most obvious symbol of
Shamir’s annexationist policiesis the
continuing creation of Israeli settle-

stinian land

to be “‘a limited operation with the
limited object of removing the threat
to Northern Israel.” Since nearly the

and getting away

same beenusedin 1982, to

despite a massive manhunt launched
by the Isracli army.

The army and the government
feltalarmed. Yitchak Shamir urgently
needed to wipe out this humiliation
and present his nationalist constitu-
ency with a propaganda victory —
and such a victory was soon pro-
cured. On February 17, the pro-gov-
ernment newspaper Ma’ariv carried
a banner headline reading, “"Leba-
nesearch-terrorist liquidated in a bril-
liant IDF operation.” The story de-

describe what then turned out to be a
full-scale war, such statements failed
to reassure the Israeli public. The
Lebanon Warhad aroused the largest
anti-war movement inIsraeli history,
and left behind a trauma comparable
to ‘Vietnam Syndrome; noteven the
most nationalist Israelis relish the
thought of repeating this experience.
Thus, apprehension at the news from
Lebanon mounted.

Also, a new Israeli invasion of
Lebanondidnot fitin with the United

Israeli military
gotinformationon the intended route
for the car of Sheikh Abbas Musawi,
leader of the radical Lebanese fac-
tion Hizbullah (God’s Party); how
IDF helicopters were immediately
dispatched across the border, located
Musawi’s car and shot incendiary
bombs at it; and how Air Force offic-
ers cheered and opened champagne
bottles when they heard of the suc-
cess of the helicopter mission. Only
in passing was it mentioned that
Msawi's wife Suad and his five
ye wrold son Hussein also perished in
the burning car.

During the previous months,
Israel’s northern border had beenrela-
tively quiet. Propaganda apart, the
late Sheikh Musawi was considered
arelative moderate, as Muslim Fun-
damentalists go. A close ally of the
Iraaian pragmatist faction, he had
cooperated in the release of Western
hostages, designed to help Iranian
rapprochement with the West. While
launching occasional raids on Israel’s
“security zone” (which is, in fact, a
strip of South Lebanese territory oc-
cupied by the Israeli army), Musawi
was careful not to attack Israel's own
territory. He also conducted intricate
negotiations on an exchange of Is-
raeli POWs held in Lebanon for the

States G ’s plans for the
Middle East. Washington made its
disapproval clear to Shamir, and the
raiding Israeli forces were wi

all over the Occupied Territories —
with the avowed purpose of making
these territories a permanent part of
Israel.

This symbol — and though it,
the whole of Shamir’s policy — is
now under attack by U.S. Secretary
of State James Baker. Baker made it
official: Israel will not get the ten
billion dollars in Housing Loan Guar-
antees needed to absorb immigrants
from the former Soviet Union, unless
settlement activities are terminated.
This constitutes a radical departure
from the policies which the U.S. pur-
sued in the Middle East over the past
three decades, where enormous mili-
tary, economic and political aid was
given indiscriminately and uncondi-

tionally to the Isracli govemnments
; b 5

from Lebanon with twenty-four
hours. On the following day Syria,
the new American ally, prevailed
upon the Hizbullah to end the
Katyusha attacks upon Israel — in
which Damaseus got the cooperation
of Teheran, Hizbullah's patron. The
new Hizbullah leadership agreed to
the ceasefire, considering itself the
victor in the exchange with Israel
ince the withdrawal of the Israeli
raiders left the Hizbullah fighters in
ossession of the battlefield (three
villages which were demolished and
rendered uninhabitable during the
fighting). The rocket attacks on Is-
rael ceased, but not before the very
last Katyusha landed at the Israeli
village of Granot and killed five year
old Aviya Elizada, whose father was
100 late in bringing her into the fam-
ily air raid shelter.
ok

Though the escalation was de-
fused in time, February s events once
again demonstrate how easily the
Middle East could burst into flame.
The danger is all the greater consid-
ering that, so far, little or no progress
has been registered in several rounds
of Israeli-. Madrid, Wash-

Lebanese prisoners i at
the notorious Isracli-administered
Hiam Prison.

Musawi’s assassination caused
anabrupt change in the situation. His
furious followers vowedrevenge, and
started bombarding the towns and
villages of North Israel with Katyusha
rockets — the heaviest such attacks
since 1982. Fortunately, the inaccu-
rate Katyushas failed to hit anybody,
though Tsraeli civilian life along the
border was seriously disrupted.

The Israeli aruliery and air force
retaliated by pounding the Lebanese
side of the border, wielding an enor-
mously greater firepower and scor-
ing direct hits in dozens of Lebanese
towns and villages. There was a mas-
siveexodusof refugees flecing north-
wards, particularly after Israeli radio
broadcast, in Arabic, alist of villages
whose inhabitants were ordered to
evacuate their homes “‘or suffer ter-
rible retribution.” All of these Israeli
bombardments failed, however, to
stop the Katyusha attacks, launched
by small and well-hidden crews.
Israel’s Defence Minister, Moshe
Arens, therefore decided to send
ground forces into Lebanon.

Accordingly, Israeli forces

ington and Moscow. In talks with
Lebanon, as in the ones with Syria
and with the Palestinians, the main
stumbling block is the total refusal
by the Shamir government to with-
draw from territories occupied in
1967 (in the case of Syria and the
Palestinians) or in 1982 (in the case
of Lebanon). Israel’s ruling Likud
Party regards the principle of Terri-
tory in Return for Peace — the only.
plausible basis for Arab-Israelipeace

against the ‘Soviet threat.” With the
end of the Cold War and the demise
of the Soviet Union, such a threat no
longer exists, and in Bush’s “New
World Order”, Israel has far less im-
portance than ever before.

For Israeli peace activists, this
situation constitutes a dilemma.
George Bush can hardly be regarded
as an apostle of peace. Just over a
year ago, a small group of Israeli
peaceniks picketed the American
Embassy in Tel Aviv, continuing their
active opposition to the Gulf War
even while Tel Aviv was the target of
Iragi-scuds: Yet now; a-bare year
later, it seems clear that a conver-
gence of interests has appeared be-
tween the Israeli peace movement
and the Bush administrationin Wash-
ington, and that this convergence is
likely (o continue as long as Bush
maintains his vehement confronta-
tion with Shamir. We, Israeli peace
activists, could make use of this situ-
ation, which makes the Israeli public
far more receptive to our message
(since, in Israel, everything that
comes from the United States gains
much legitimacy. At the same time,
we must never forget that the mo-
tives of Bush and Baker are very
different from ours, and that Ameri-
can policy may change again, and
swiftly, for all Kinds of reasons. And
ifthe U.S. government does continue
on its present course, and Israeli-
Arab/Isracli-Palestinian peace is
achieved in the form of “‘Pax Ameri-
cana”, still our task is not done; we
should still supplement whatever
peace treaty is signed by politicians
and diplomats with a *Peace from
Below”, an ongoing dialogue and
human contact between Israelis and
Palestinians, involving as many
people as possible.

Adam Keller is an Israeli peace
activist and editor of The Other Is-
rael, published in Tel Aviv by the
Israeli Council for Israeli-Palestin-
ian Peace. He served several terms
in Israeli military prisons for refus-
ing reserve military service in Leba-
non, for writing peace slogans on
117Isracliarmy tanks, and for refus-
ing military service altogether.

A free sample copy of The Other
Istael can be obtained by writing to
TOI Subscriptions and Mailing, P.O.
Box 2542, Holon 58125, ISRAEL.$

Kurdish men in the “free zone”

Photo: Kurdistan Report

Kurds still under attack

Last year, the Kurds were the
focus of world attention as thou-
sands of refugees streamed out of
Iraqunder heavy fire, only to starve
in the frozen mountains. But now
world attention has turned else-
where, while the Kurds continue to
struggle againstall odds forahome-
land of their own.

Much of the enclave in north-
ern Iraq that was placed under the
protection of the United Nations
and the U.S. -led coalition forces
has become in effect a “Kurdish
free zone,” where the Kurds have
been able to rebuild their homes
and i i iirs on

ply travelling from place to place,
is a hazard, due to hundreds of
thousands of Iragi-laid mines
throughout the Kurdish area.

Despite all this, the Kurdish
people in the U.N. established zone
are closer than they have ever been
to having their own territory, under
their own control, and they are
struggling to make it work, admin-
istering the area through a coalition
government, rebuilding facilities
with an all-volunteer engineer
corps, and trying to move into re-
planting orchards and farms.

But there are also fears that the

their traditional land. But they are
attempting this under heavy pres-
sure from both Irag and Turkey,
two governments which have been
systematically attacking the
Kurdish peoples in their countries
for decades.

Turkish military forces have
made repeated incursions into the
Kurdish zone since it was estab-
lished last spring; earlier this win-
ter, the Turkish attackers napalmed
Kurdish villages, claiming that they
were bases for the Kurdish Work-
ers Party, a group outlawed in Tur-
key. Oddly, the Turkish govern-
ment is making these attacks at the
same time that it is declaring the
“protection of the Kurds” to be a
priority issue.

Iraq, meanwhile, is prevented
by the presence of the coalition
forces, and by the damage done to
the country’s infrastructure by the
Gulf War, from making any seri-
ous military attacks on the Kurdsin
the north. Instead, they have im-
posed an embargo on food and fuel
to the area. There are checkpoints
at the borders of the “Kurdish free
zone™ at which all supplies are
seized; wages and pensions in gov-
ernment-owned enterprises have
been cut off; doctors, nurses, engi-
neers, and all other civil servants
are not being paid. Parti

United Nati ill soon pull out,
and leave the Kurds once again at
the mercy of Saddam Hussein, who
has conducted campaigns of mass
murder against them since he took
power in Iraq. The United Nations
High CommissiononRefugees will
be withdrawing from the Kurdish
areas in the spring, and no other
U.N. agency seems interested in
taking over relief and reconstruc-
tion work. And the 500 U.N. guards
are due to leave in the summer. The
United States has not announced
exactly what it plans to do with its
troops in the area, but the Kurds
know only too well that the U.S. is
far from the most reliable of allies.
And the lack of U.S. support for the
Kurdish uprising last spring sug-
gests that George Bush has placed
the possibility of an independent
Kurdistan firmly off his agenda.

For the moment, the Kurds
simply want international protec-
tion; they want the United Nations,
the United States, and any other
western governments, to continue
to keep the Iragi forces out of the
Kurdish zone. In the long run,
though, says Massoud Barzani,
leader of the Kurdish Democratic
Party, “[we want] the world to deal
with us asapolitical cause, not only
a humanitarian one.”

Now that they have some sem-
blance ofa the Kurds of

y
given the destruction of the farm-
land by the war, the Kurds have
been leftalmostentirely dependent
on international aid agencies, anda
severe winterhas now sloweddown
even this relief. And any kind of
farming, foraging for wood, or sim-

northern Iraq will not relinquish it
easily. But if the rest of the world
loses interest in the Kurds once
more, this half-independent nascent
Kurdistan could easily be crushed,
and one more blow levelled against
self-determination for the Kurds.&
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Survival

‘ar tribal peoples

Urgent Action

Paez Indians killed

On 16 December 1991 a
group of Paez Indians, includ-
ing women and children, were
massacred in south west Co-
lombia.

12 men, 4 women and 4
children were machine-gunned
asthey satdown to theirevening
meal. Another 20 Indians were
seriously wounded. This was
the most brutal Indian massa-
cre to have taken place in South
America in recent years. It is
likely the killers were thugs
working on behalf of the local
landowner or drug dealers.

The massacre took place in
the Caucadistrict of south west
Colombia, an area which has
seen violent conflict between
Indians and landowners for gen-
erations. During the 1970s and
1980s Indian leaders there were
regularly killed as the white
landowners tried to prevent the
Indians from living on the Indi-
ans” own land. Perhaps one of
the most notorious murders was
that of the ordained Roman
Catholic priestand Paez Indian,
Father Alvaro Ulcué, as he was
onhis waytoa baptismin 1984.

However over the. last
couple ot years there have been
fewer Killings in the area and
there has been no Indian massa-
cre inyvolving so many people
for a generation.

The murders took place in
the north of the Cauca near the
town of Caloto. A group of Pacz
Indians had settled there in re-
cent years, on land owned by an
old lady who was i

Children in San Salvador celebrate the signing of the Peace Accords, January 16, 1992.

Photo: Radio Venceremos

El Salvador:

By MARGARET SUMADH
THE ACTIVIST
WITH FILES FROM RADIO VENCEREMOS

The Peace Accords in El Sal-
vador were signed on January 16,

forces will be abolished. The army
is 1o be reduced by 50% within 2
years, while FMLN armed forces
are to be demobilized by October
31, 1992. There will be an end to

what the accord means

ment land will go to landless peas-
ants and small farmers. The current
land tenure system in conflictzones
will be respected during the interim
period. International aid will go

forced military and

directly rather than

1992, by the Christiani g
and the FMLN, and the ceasefirc
came intoeffecton February 1. The
productof the accumulated strength
of the FMLN, popular movements
and international solidarity, the
UN. and

groups (the
Death Squads).

Second, there will be four com-
missions set up to supervise the
implementation of the agreement.
COPAZ, the National Commission
forthe Cs i i Peace, will

the Accords came as a result of
almost twenty-five years of nego-
tiations against a background of
eleven years of cruel ¢ivil war. The
agreements reached must be ap-
plauded in the spirit in which they
haye been worked out
the result of hard ba
cover a cross-section of the needs
of a country decimated by war.

to their plight. This land
changed hands recently and itis
thought that the drug dealers
from ¢ nearby city wanted to
use it to grow the opium poppy
which is replacing cocaine pro-
duction in the zone.

On the night of the massa-
cre 50-60 men armed with ma-
chine guns and with their faces
covered entered the comnmunity
and were met by about 60 Indi-
ans who were at the evening
meal. The Killers tied their vic-
tims up, made them lic on the
floor and opened fire. There
have been no arrests.

Please write to the Presi-
dent of Colombia expressing
vour dismay at the massacre.
Urge the President to take ac-
tion to demonstrate that those
who murder Indians will be
brought to justice, and note that
conflict between Indians and
others is a direct result of the
denial of land rights.

Write to: Sefior
Presidente, Dr. Cesar
Gaviria, Presidente de Ia Re-
public, Casa de Nariiio,
Carrera 8 No 7-26, Bogota,
\iolnmhia.

Such ion as El Salva-
dor has undergone makes neces-
sary a new and fundamentally dif-
ferent ch to i

supervise the implementation of all
political agreements. It has exten-
sive powers of supervision and its
own budget. It is made up of two
gOVe"\me“l IE]’)IC\ED[H[IVE.\ (one
fromthe armed forces), two FMLN
representatives, and a member of
eachpolitical party or coalition with
members in the Legislative Assem-
bly. The Bishop of San Salvador
and a delegate from the United

Nations Observer Mission,
ONUSAL, will be observers. The
Truth Ct i inted by

the country. Agreements have beet
reached in nine basic areas. What
follows is a brief guide to these
agreements; updates on the peace
process 'will appear regularly in
future issues of The ACTivist.
First, there will be extensive
reform of the armed forces of El
Salvador. The army will be subor-
dinated to civilian authority. end-
ing their power over the differcnt
branches of government. Theirrole
will be redefined simply to defence
against foreign aggression. The
armed forces will be purged of those
known to have committed crimes,
and the legal impunity of the armed

the UN. Secretary General, will
have power to investigate cases of
gross violations of human rights
thatmust be urgently resolved. The
Ad-Hoc Commission for the Purg-
ing of the Armed Forces will carry
out an assessment of all members
of thearmed forces. And the Forum
of Socio-Economic Plans will cre-
ate and establish permanent dia-
logue between the government,
unions, and private enterprise.
Third, there will be several
important socio-economic agree-
ments. Most importantly, land re-
form will be implemented, limiting
property to 245 hectares. Govern-

cha
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Fourth, the existi ecurity
forces (Treasury Police, National
Police. National Guard. all of which
are under the control of the armed
forces.) will be dissolved, and a
new National Civilian Police will
be formed.

Fifth, the President s National
Intetligence Directorate will be dis-
solved. The new state intelligence
agency will be independent of the
armed forces.

Sixth, both the government and
the FMLN have pledged to imple-
ment completely the Human Rights
agreements signed in 1990 — re-
spect for civil political and indi-
vidual rights, especially labour

rights, freedom of the press, free-
dom of association, religion and
expression; and end to torture, dis-
appearances, kidnapping. arrest
without legal justification; respect
for rights of refugees; freedom of
movement in conflict zones guar-
anteed; all political prisoners to be
freed at a date yet to be negotiated.
A National Attorney for the De-
fence of Human Rights will be ap-
pointed and a National Office of
Human Rights set up.

Seventh, a Supreme Electoral
Tribunal whose members are not
members of any political party will
be set up to determine electoral
issues.

Eighth, the judicial system will
be professionalized, the Supreme
Court and the National Council of
the Judiciaryreorganized and made
independent of the ruling. party,
and there will be a new selection
procedure for the Judiciary.

Finally, the United Nations
mission, ONUSAL, will supervise
the situation closely and have wiue
powers.

There are some who oppose
the peace negotiations. They are
from the Treasury Police, Public
Security, National Guard and the
First Infantry Brigade. They ha' e
been trying to create a consolidatcd
front with some members of the
oligarchy and others.

The struggle is far from over.
The Peace Accords remove the
main obstacles to building a demo-
cratic El Salvador and a society
based on principles of social jus-
tice. But members of the tary,
assisted by ongoing U.S. interven-
tion. will continue to do what they
can to limit popular participation in
Salvadoran politics and maintain
their economic privileges.

However, the Salvadoran
people are hopeful for the first time
in decades that they at last sec the
possibility of guiding their own
destiny.

Penan arrested at logging blockade

The government of Malaysia
is cracking down on the Penan
people, who have been blockading
roads in an attempt to prevent their
traditional lands from being de-
stroyed by clear-cut logging.

On February 5. Anderson
Mutang Urud, the Executive Di-
rector of the Sarawak Indigenous
Peoples’ Alliance, was arrested
under “emergency laws’ which al-
low the government to detain him
without trial for up to two years.

Since then, emergency laws
have been used to arrest an unde-

NDP Member of Parliament
Svend Robinson was in Malaysia
on a fact-finding mission shortly
before the arrests began, and has
spoken out against Malaysian gov-
ernment policy since. In return. the
Malaysian government has made
the rather unlikely accusation that
Robinson was encouraging Penan
blockaders to use poison darts
against government officials.
“Then, like a bird of passage. he
returned to his comfortable home
in Canada,” said Primary Indus-
tries Minister Lim Keng Yaik.

termined number of Penan who Robinson denied these
were blockading logging roads. charges.
Diploma Programme Community Work |

multicuftural society.

867-2185.

George Brown College offers a Diploma Programme i |
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Rape as torture — Amnesty International on women in prison

By MacGIe HELWIG
Tue ACTivisT

Last year at this time, Amnesty Interna-
tional published Women in the Front Line,
officially declaring that human rights must
include women's rights; and that there are
particular violations of human rights that
happen mostly or entirely to women. It was
overdue but welcome, since Amnesty gener-
ally set the tone for the entire human rights
movement. Now, with the release of their
thin, but very important, report titled Rape
and Sexual Abuse: Torture and Il-treatment
of Women in Detention, they have made a
concrete step in defining what a concern for
women’s rights as humanrights should mean.
It is only too bad that Amnesty doesn’t take
the report as far as it could go.

Theeleven-p: =
in the Philippines, Uganda, northern Ireland,

details cases.

Greece, Guatemala and other countries, of '

women raped by prison guards and police
officers as a form of torture or as part of a
routine of interrogation. “Yet many govern-
ments,” the report notes. “persistently refuse
W0 (BCOENIZE thal (ape ald >exual abuse are
serious human rights violations ... Many gov-
ernments clearly regard rape and sexual as-
< awlt as less serious offences than other hu-
van rights violations. This is a particularly
frightening prospect when the perpetrators
«f these rapes are those same policemen and
1ilitary personnel charged with the protec-
tion of the public.”

In 1986, a Peruvian prosecutor told an
Amnesty delegation that “rape was to be
expected when troops were conducting
coudter-insurgency operations.” Rape as an
interrogation tactic has beenreportedinnorth-
ern Ireland and Turkey. among other coun-
tries.

Women in Jumma and Kashmir, India.
have reported widespread cases of mass rape
during “counter-insurgency operations’, and
Annesty says, “they appear to have been
victimized simply because they live in an
area where armed opposition groups are ac-
tive.” These Muslim women have organized
large protests and demonstrations against
rapes, and other abuses, committed by the
soliders and paramilitary forces; in March
1991, to take one example, hundreds of
women demonstrated in Sringar. At least 34
were injured by police batons and tear gas.

(Men, of course, can be and sometimes
are raped by police or security personnel; but
this is less common, while sexual abuse of
women is an almost routine form of attack.
¢ :rhaps this is because it pulls a number of
power imbalances neatly together— the
“state’ versus the “dissident’, the powerful
man versus the weak woman, the jailer ver-

Women in India demonstrate against rape by

the miltary and paramilitary forces. Photo: Amnesty International

sus the prisoner, the ‘sexual object’ versus
the “sexual actor.” Raping men is a powerful
tool of humiliation, but it is not so symboli-
cally tidy: and it implies that the jailer, too,
can potentially be “emasculated’ in the same
way as his victim. Torape aman is to tell him
he is nolongerreally aman. To rape a woman
is to tell her precisely that she is a woman.)

Unfortunately, the Amnesty report lim-
its itself to cases of women who are arrested
orill-treated for political reasons. The factis,
however, that police and security personnel
around the world quite commonly rape or
sexually abuse women who fall under their
“authority” in any way; and, just as Amnesty
says, the governments involved often do not
consider this a serious violation of human
rights. Indeed, some of the more notorious
cases have happened in Canada.

There was the case of Robin Voce, who
was raped by two police officers in their
cruiser when she was picked up for drunk
driving in 1984, when she was 19 years old.
She charged the officers, and was subjected
to five years of legal delays and hearings in
which her sexual and ‘moral” history were
put on trial, until finally she committed sui-
cide in May of 1989. The two officers were
found guilty of misconduct and dismissed
from the police force, but suffered no other
penalties. The police staff supervisor who
delivered the verdict said thathe believed the
officers did have sex with her, but that there
was no rape, and Ms. Voce just “somehow
convinced herself that she had been abused.”

Robin Voce was able to bring charges
against her attackers, even if it ended up

Activist’s jail sentence
cut in half after protests

After receiving a stream of letters in
supportof Dr. Yolanda Huet- Vaughn, who
was Sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison for
her refusal to seeve in the Guif War, the
judge reviewing her case has cut ber sen-
tence in half, (o 15 months,

In fact, Dr. Huet-Vaughn bas already
served almost that time in custody, since
she tumed berself in last January. How-
ever, the months she spent confinied 0 &
mithitary base while waiting for her trial
apparently do notcountas ‘imprisonment.”

“The case was broaght to a miliary
paroleboardlastmonth, but the Pentagon

has taken no action towards eranting her
parole. It 1s important that the pressure
which led to Dr. Huet-Vaughn's sen-
tence being reduced should be maintained;
we have {0 conlinug to insist that she be
freed immediately, and furthermore that
the charge of ‘desertion’ should be
dropped.

Letiers can be sent to: Mr. James
Vick, Military Review Board Agency,
Army Clemency and Parole Board,
1941 Jetterson Davis Highway, Arling-
ton, Virginia, 22202-4508. You can also
phone Mr. Vick at 703-607-1504.8

becoming a second attack on her. Probably
the greatest number of women raped by po-
lice officers, however, are prostitutes, who
don’t have even this option.

There are a lot of men — especially men
in positions of power — who think that, if a
woman is forced by poverty to sell sex, she
gives up her right to refuse sex ever again.
And women who work on the streets are only
too aware that the police have declared a sort
of permanent open season on them. Because
they are, by the standards of our society,
criminals, they have little choice but to buy
the police off with sex on demand. If they
resist and are assaulted or raped, they can do
nothing about it.

There is also the acknowledged but little
discussed prevalence of sexual assaults in
prisons. This can run the gamut from male
guards lifting women prisoners nightgowns
while the women sleep, “justto have alook™,
all the way to outright rape. And the Toronto
Star recently ran a series of articles on the
women in prison who bargain with sex for
small “privileges’ like phone calls, or just to
avoid other forms of abuse.

Itis terribly important to remember that
women who have ‘broken the law’ do not
thereby give up any of their basic human
rights; women who must work as prostitutes
to survive do not thereby become fair game
for police officers. Of course, we know this,
on one level. But on another level, everyone
seems just a bit squeamish about taking up
the cases.

Strong, vocal defense coalitions have
formed — and rightly — around the several
black youths shotby police in Toronto. Robin
Voce wassupported by some women, mostly
the same front-line crisis workers who help
so many survivors of rape and assault. But
public support from “the movement™ (and I
include the women's movement) was sadly
lacking, and surely contributed to the shame
and isolation that drove her (0 suicide.

It is interesting, too, that the Amnesty
report is one of the rare reports from a human
rights organization in which rapes are con-
demned even when they are not associated
with massacres. It is only recently, it some-
times seems, that rape is mentioned as a
human rights violation on its own, even if the
woman is not brutally killed afterwards.

In a violent society, in a violent world,
the mechanisms of public order are all too
often the mechanisms of institutionalized
violence; and that violence always goes to-
wards the weakest. Not only the women, but
the women who are most vulnerable to at-
tack, be they political dissidents or sex work-
ers or poor women shoplifting to survive.

Rape and sexual assault are violations of
human rights every bit as fundamental as
murder and torture, and it is important that
human rights organizations are starting to
say this and act on it. All of us — the peace
movement, the human rights movement, the
women’s movement — have some changes
yet to make, but at least the changes are
beginning to be made.

New t-shirts from ACT
Women

A

Overcoming
Violence

with War Resisters International Women's Group logo
Just $15 — order from ACT for Disarmament, 736 Bathurst St.,
Toronto, M5S 2R4, 531-6154.




WOMEN AND PEACE

The ACTivist ® March 1992 « 7

Women in Serbia
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“We do not give them permission”

Stasa Zajovic
Peack NEws

(Belgrade) Throughout the postwar period,
concern over women'’s social condition in
Serbia and Yugoslavia has been reduced to
an obsession with keeping up the working-
class birthrate.

As nationalism replaced class struggle
as the basis of political discourse in Serbia,
this obsession with reproduction was
transferred to the nation. With the 1987
“anti-bureaucratic revolution” [led by
Slobodan Milosevic] a strange sort of
sisterhood began to show itself on the
streets. Huge crowds throughout the
country shouted “we want arms™ — in a
sort of collective trance, united in hate and
the desire for vengeance for Serbia’s
“offended nationhood.”

In tandem with the cult of blood and
soil, the new Serbian nationalists also

Serbian women must give birth to 100
more sons.”

Men and Militarization

Before the massive wave of
mobilisation for civil war, there were
warnings in some parts of the country —
such as Montenegro, known for its martial
traditions — that men should be prepared
to give up their lives for the fatherland and
that anything less would be a blow to their
masculine dignity. Men were expected to
follow national tradition, whereby “in war
not one Montenegrin man can be protected
by a woman.”

One parliamentarian stated that “we in
Montenegro believe that a man who is
fighting at the front and allows himself to
be hauled back home by a woman should
commit suicide at once.” This perception
that women were preventing men from

’ fulfilling their national duty was reinforced
in radio d from the Dubrovnik

to life the
figure of Mother Yugovich — the long-
suffering, brave, stoic mother of nine,
offering her children up to death in the
defense of the fatherland. Maternity is now
10 be seen as an obligation, not as a free
option for women; the sexuality of women
has to be controlled and reduced to
procreation.

/And this has been seen in increasingly
militarist (or “national security™) terms.
The structures of milita
insist that the birthrate m
the nation might defend itself in military
conflict with other people.

‘Women are to be blamed for any
shortfall in this sacred mission: “T call
upon all Serbian women to give birth to
©one more son in order to carry out their
national debt,” stated one politician.
Another, Rada Trajkovic of the Associa-
tion of Kosovo Serbs, was even more
explicit in viewing mothers’ sons as
cannon fodder: “For each soldier fallen in
the war against Slovenia [June 1991]

front, in which a high proportion of
Montenegrins were involved. Soldiers
would send greetings to their fathers,
brothers, and male friends, but not to their
wives or girlfriends.

Happily, the number of men who wish
to free themselves from this macho war
culture is growing, and more are not
ashamed of being protected by their
mothers, wives, and sisters. A committee
of women was formed in Montenegro in
October 1991; “We raise the voice of
protest against the private war which those
in charge are making from their offices.
They have sent their sons out of the
country and on to the tennis courts, while
our sons carry on being carried by force to
the front and to their graves. We demand
that these demented leaders, politicians,
and members of the military resign
immediately in order to save this country.”

Women as Soldiers

An increase in the numbers of women
in the army is no indicator of sexual
equality, least of all where there has been
no corresponding democratisation of
society. There are women in all the militias
and national armies now active in former
Yugoslavia, appropriating the most brutal
patriarchal values.

Women members of the Serbian
militias in Croatia do not occupy important
positions in the military hierarchy. The
frontline is for the men; the knidze or
female militia, in the words of one member
“oceupy the administrative jobs, communi-
cation services, bealth, stores. We are
simply replacing the boys who have gone
into combat. But we too have passed the
military entrance exam and we can help
the boys at any moment.”

A small number of Croatian and
Serbian women fighters have gone to the
front and have been rapidly converted into
mythical figures, confirming what patriar-
chal history teaches us: that women enter
history only when they have taken on
‘masculine roles. The media celebrate these
women as heroines when they kill the
enemy; when women fighters from the
other side are captured they are denounced
as “monstrous women™ and the like.

The first female battalion of the war
was established in Glina, a Serbian-
majority town in Croatia annexed to the
Serbian autonomous region in December
1991. Members took the oath “we will
fight against all of the Serbs’ enemies
under the protection of God™ and heard
male officers declare sentiments like “if
our mothers should not have been hero-
ines, they would not have given birth to
such valiant children.”™

Patriotic women also fight on the
“home front”, of course. In Belgrade,
women knit socks and gather winter
clothing to keep the boys at the front
warm. The pro-government media fawn on
every evidence of maternal mobilisation, at
the same time ridiculing the work of
women in the anti-war committees and
centres.

We feel it is clear that the majority of
‘women are on the side of peace. They are
convinced that they can offer the historical
female alternative; nonviolence in place of
violence, life in place of death. Stana
Pavic, an elderly refugee from a Serbian
village in Croatia, told me that “we women
... should have united like them [the
military] — we could have made a peace
accord in no time at all.”

The Mothers’ Movement

With the end of the war in Slovenia in
early July 1991, human rights — above all,
the right to life — lay in ruins throughout
Y.ugoslavia. In such a situation, women
burst on to the political scene, demanding
the right to live. On 2 July, a parliamentary
session in Belgrade was interrupted by
several hundred parents, mostly conscripts’
mothers. This was the first civil society
initiative against the war in the federal
capital, and the first to protest against the
abuse of women'’s reproductive work by
the state, nation, army, and party. “Men are
the controllers of the war and of our sons.
We do not give them permission to push
our sons forward to kill one another.”

As a result, the very role — reproduc-
tion — which marginalises women in their
private lives has had the effect of convert-
ing them into active participants in the
political life of the nation. So the patriar-
chal divide between the personal and the
political is weakened; the personal has
become the political in this war. The
mothers’ movement has contained all the
ingredients for a militarist’s nighunare.

On the other hand, the mothers’
movement has been subject to different
types of manipulation by political struc-
tures. A part of the mothers’ movement has
been.used — both.in Sci 1
for patriotic propaganda. Tt is
exploit the sentiments of mothers whose
sons’ lives are in danger. The soldiers”
mothers at times feel confused,
internalising the struggle between the
“patriotic” sentiment which underlies
official propaganda and the desire to save
their own sons.

Yugoslav women have been linked
together in a feminist network since 1987;
they have managed to maintain solidarity
and plan joint activities ever since,
rejecting the policies of divide and rule.
Over the past four months normal commu-
nication has been almost impossible, with
the cutting of telephone lines, post, and
transport between the republics. In spite of
such obstacles, feminists — Serbians,
Albanians, Croatians, Slovenians, Hungar-
ians, and Montenegrins — are united in
organising against the war. Joint protests,
such as the weekly “Women in Black™
demonstrations, are a product of this
unity. &

Cambodia: refugee women organize for change

Yox KaLvan
'WOMEN'S PEACE ORG ANIZATION

Yok Kalyan is the chairwoman of the
Women's Peace Organization, a group of
women organizing in the Cambodian refu-
gee camps. In this ariicle, reprinted from
WRI Women, she shares some ideas.

Today many countries are concerned
about the complex problems of Cambodia,
and mediation and discussions to solve these
issues are taking place. Yet women do not
participate. Women were not thought of.

And in Site 2, a camp for Cambodian
refugees, women's issues such as rape, po-
lygamy, polyandry, battering, etc. are not

considered at all...

In Site 2 we've also faced the loss of
women's rights in other sectors, such as in
legal matters, where the police have often
ignored or set back women's rights. Some
parents compel their daughters to take hus-
bands, and forbid them to study These mat-
ters lead women to great sorrow and some
decided to commit suicide.

Women of conscience must lead the
way for the next generation. For this reason,
a group of us have set up an organization in
Site 2. We want to foster self-confidence,
confidence in our nation and a sense of com-
munity. We don’t want to see women as a
garden or a flower decorating male leader-

ship. We don’t want women to be oppressed
mentally or physically by men. Some ideas
from old traditions have to be changed.

First we would like to care for aban-
doned children, feed them and teach them to
be good citizens and care for others. We also
want to educate prostitutes who are often
depressed and also help women supplement
their incomes, since so many problems come
from their inability to earna living. We don’:
want women to depend 100% on others. We
have often met and exchanged ideas and
opinions about women'’s problems. On May
17, 1991, we decided to give ourselves the
name “Women's Peace Organization™ and to
formalize our initiatives.
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KO:leKTIV projects

By Maceie HeLwic

Well, yeah, you can’t get
away from the same questions
over and over again. KO:leKTIV
is this band made up of five guys
who sing almost nothing but
songs about violence against
women, and here I am again
trying to come up with some way
of evaluating these things; I mean
this is suddenly such a trendy
thing to do, and so often it gives
me a bad feeling, but how do you
know ...

It is maybe not politically
good or even useful to say so, but
in the end it comes down to the
people. In the end it comes down
(0 the iact that | know two of the
guys in KO:1eKTIV real well,
and I have seen them interacting
with women and men, and I have
worked with them and talked
with them, and they re for real.
They have worked hard on
themselves and their own
conditioning and behaviour, and
they would be the first to admit
that they're hardly models of
perfect male feminism. but they
are really really trying. So it
comes down to that, the reason I

Against the attack on the brain:

Llectroshock:

The Case Against
Robert F. Morgan, ed.
IPI Publishing Ltd.

pp. 80
$10.95

Reviewep By Dox WEertz

This is a thoroughly re-
searched, hard-hitting, empower-
ing and very readable book — an
updated version of the original 1983
book simply and starkly titled Elec-
iric Shock. The shock doctors/pro-
moters call this psychiatric atrocity
ECT, “electroconvulsive therapy.”
It sanything but therapeutic or safe,
and you'll soon find out why. This
anthology is essentially a call to
action to abolish this brain-d:

think KO:1eKTIV is a good thing.
And I'll overlook a few small
incongruities (T hate those
fucking macho assholes!™
screams the lead singer, hurling
the mike stand across the stage)
and recommend them as a
positive men’s initiative against
violence.

Anyway, they’re a GOOD
BAND, dammit.

Mark Murray, the singer, and
Chris Hind, the guitarist, were
members of the late lamented
Extended Circle (not to mention
the equally lamented direct action
group Innu Rights Now!), and
there are pretty strong similarities
between their earlier band and
this one — they even sing some.
of the same songs. Mark still
screams and howls and leaps and
pounds his fists on the ground
and hurls himself off the stage.
And Chris still stands motionless,
and nearly expressionless near
the back of the stage and plays
hard, fast guitar. KO:leKTIV has
added a keyboard, though, and
uses more complex drum lines
(Mark has called it an “industrial
ska band” and there is some ska
in the rhythm).

or eight is par for the course. You
gettwice as many if you re labelled
“schizophrenic.”™

The contributing writers in this
dynamite collection of anti-shock
critiques include psychiatrist Peter
R. Breggin, author of Toxic Psy-
chiatry: dissident neurologist John
Friedberg, the first physician to
publicly condemn “ECT" as brain-
damaging and unethical; journalist
Berton Roueché, who wrote one of

ing, mind-disabling procedure still
masquerading as a “treatment” for
“depression”, “manic-depressive
psychosis™ (the new euphemism is
ipolar mood disorder ) and even
“schizophrenia.” ECT was first in-
troduced into Canada and the
United States in the early 1940s,
imported from fascist Italy.
Electroshock: The Case
Against is particularly timely in
light of the steady and alarming
increase in shock “treatment” in
both Canada and the USA. Since
no health ministry publishes shock
statistics, we can only estimate the
total number of Canadians sub-
jected to this atrocity annually at
about 8,000. In the USA, shock
critics have fairly estimated the fig-
ureasclose to 100,000 per year. No
person getsonly one shock —seven

the first bi 1 accounts of a
shock survivor: Leonard Roy Frank,
ashock survivor himself and editor
of the critically-acclaimed History
of Shock Trearment; and psycholo-
gists Bertram Karon and Robert
Morgan who rightly compare ECT
to lobotomy.

The damning critiques of
Breggin, Friedberg and Frank are
riveting
in their

The songs — they hand out
lyric sheets at their gigs, by the
way — are mostly loud and high-
velocity, slam-dance type songs;
but there’s also the slower,
sinister, terrifying ‘Crime’, a
song about incest that leaves me
50 shaken up that every time [
hear it start I want to say, oh no,
don’t play that one ... KO:leKTIV
is not an easy-listening band.

The point is, though, they
actually do have a chance of

emotional blunting, and deaths
caused by shock. Thanks to these
courageous investigators, we now
know that the brain damage result-
ing from the “treatment” is predict-
able, permanent, unethical and
tragic. Breggin’s brain-disabling
hypothesis — that is, that ECT
“works” by damaging the brain —
is unfortunately all too true. The
real but hidden purpose of ECT (as
wellas psychosurgery — lobotomy
— and the chemical lobotomies
euphemistically called “major tran-
quilizers™ or “anti-psychotics ) is
social control, mind control. Scary
but true.

My main criticism of this oth-
erwise outstanding and powerful

work is its omission of a few sig-

nificant political struggles against
shock in both Canadaand the USA.

chilling,
detailed
docu-
menta-
tion of
the brain
damage,
perma-
nent
memory
Lo s s

Jhiv ainl

THE ROSEDALE LIBRARY

929-9912 483 Chuirch Street, Toronto MY 2C6

reaching guys who haven’t heard
all this before. And they don’t
pull any punches. And if they do
get through to some kid who's
thinking to stomp somebody on
the dance floor or slap his
girlfriend around, and they make
him think — well, that’s worth it.
Not that's it’s all grim.
There’s also the song that's
composed entirely of great lines
from David Lynch movies. Even
if you don’t need or want to hear

anything politically correct some
nights you can see KO:1eKTIV
for the music and the sense of
humour. Whatever. You should
just see them.

On this note: KO:1leKTIV
actually refused to play at an
NDP event on the grounds that it
wasn’t good anarchism. They Il
be playing a benefit for After-
math, a group for survivors of
sexual abuse, sometime soon,
though. Watch for it¥

a new collection

The psychiatric survivor/anti-psy-
chiatry movement in North
America and Europe is totally op-
posed to and actively resists this
atrocity. Since the 1970s, it has
held many protest demonstrations,
particularly in California, New
York, Syracuse, Boston, Portland,
London (England) and Toronto.
These protests are continuing and
are usually linked to similar pro-
tests against psychiatric drugs and
psychosurgery.Thopea book about
these important human rights
struggles, led by survivors, emerges

soon.

Electroshock: The Case
Against should be required reading
forall psychiatric survivors, and all
those mental health professionals,
right wing “mental health™ groups
(e.g. Ontario Friends of
Schizophrenics and the National
Association of the Mentally IiI),
medical students and psychiatric
residents who still believe that
“ECT" is a safe, effective and life-
saying treatment. Abolishing this
crime against humanity islong over-
due.

A FREE CONCERT WITH
RICK FIELDING & TONY QUARRINGTON
SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 8PM
JACK RUSSELL PUB, 27 WELLESLEY ST. E.

FROM AUSTRALIA

JUDY SMALL

WITH SPECIAL GUEST GLORIA BLIZZARD

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 7:30PM
292 BRUNSWICK AVE. (AT BLOOR)

MAGGIE CHRISTL
SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 7:30 PM
292 BRUNSWICK AVE. (AT BLOOR)

JUNO AWARD WINNER
CONNIE KALDOR

WITH SPECIAL GUEST DAVID SEREDA
SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 8 PM
ST PAULS, 427 BLOOR ST WEST

TICKETS & INFO 778-9063
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Appealing for global peace

By STEPHEN DANKOWICH
Tue ACTivisT

The Toronto Appeal for Peace was
launched February 17 by Mairead Corrigan-
Maguire, a Nobel Peace Prize winner and a
director of the Canadian-based World Coun-
cil for Global Cooperation.

The Toronto Appeal is a clarion call to
reduce military spending around the world. It
appeals for tax dollars to fund better educa-
tion and health care, at home and abroad. It
demands the restoration of human rights and
guarantees for civil liberties of all. The Ap-
peal sounds a new call for fair and rational
use of Earth’s scarce resources to overcome
poverty and the ecological crisis.

The Toronto Appeal understands all of
these problems as interlinked. Support for
the peace dividend can help fund globally
interlinked solutions.

Mairead Corrigan-Maguire is from
northern Ireland and one of only four women
ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize. She won
the award in 1977 for herefforts to put an end
tothe violence in Belfastbetween Irish Catho-
lics and Protestants through non-violent
means.

Corrigan-Maguire founded the Commu-
nity of Peace People and organized peace
rallies in Belfast, Dublin, London and other
places, calling for understanding and dia-
logue. She herself was a victim of the vio-
Ience, suffering injuries to her face and head.
Three of her nieces, all young children, were
shot to death by gunmen.

Corrigan-Maguire gave ariveting speech
to the well-attended public forum at which
the Toronto Appeal was launched. We must
take money from military budgetsaround the
world, she said. Thisisan easy thing todo: all
that is lacking is the will to do so.

She argued that we cannot claim to be
civilized when people are homeless and geno-
cidal atrocities are tolerated. Rich nations
have the moral responsibility to help liberate
the peoples of the developing world, not out
of charity but because we all constitute the

human family. The Appeal calls for world
cooperation as the problems are bigger than
any one country.

Northern Ireland can be viewed as a
“living laboratory™ of the real conflicts that
the world will see more and more of, if
ordinary people do not demand that all as-
pects of militarism be curtailed.

To Corrigan-Maguire, it is a myth that
Catholics and Protestants are fighting each
otherin northern Irelan
know each other, there is a fear. It's all right
to be afraid, to have fear, but it can be
overcome in courage. Out of fear, we scape-
goat people. We need compassion, not senti-
mentality, but a feeling of closeness to the
other person, taking responsibility for that
other person and wanting to take responsibil-
ity.”

Corrigan-Maguire advocates that we “be
happy in our peace-making, be kinder. We
are cach precious. We need dialogue built on
respect for the other person, to draw out the
good in others. We need to teach non-vio-
lence atevery level of existence, and particu-
larly now when we are witnessing the
rebirthing of a new humanity.”

The Toronto Appeal for Peace acknowl-
edges that there is a diminishing threat of
nuclear war but that many wars rage on,
making peace a long way off.

To getthere, we mustbuild a society that
is capable of being different. Start where you
are along this “hard, hard path of life.”

In one of her many anecdotes, Corrigan-
Maguire told us how moved she was when a
visiting friend picked up a caterpillar and
carried it gently to a nearby bush. He re-
marked, “I'm just helping it along it’s way.™

1t’s the little efforts of Iots of people that
will help us all along our way, making peace
that much closer to reality.

Copies of the Toronto Appeal for Peace
are available from ACT ($1). To contact the
‘World Council for Global Cooperation, write
to 2472 Bayview Ave, Toronto, M2L 1A~
or phone (416) 7324600.8

Ontario Peace Conference
makes connections for 1992

After successfully reconvening at the
International Peace Bureau Conference last
year, the Ontario Peace Conference will take
place in Oakville in 1992, from September
11 to 13, hosted by ACT Oakville.

ers suggest a go-around with everyone relat-
ing their work for peace in the past year After
lunch, the participants would divide into
three information workshops. The topics
suggested for these workshops are 1) Peace

ion/Conflict ; 2) How to

The OPCisnotad king body,
but rather a venue for activists from around
Ontario to gather and share their experi-
ences, ideas and strategies annually. “It's
important for all of us to participate in the
development of the peace network across
Ontario,” says Stephen Dankowich of ACT
Oakville.

Below are aproposed theme and agenda
for the 1992 OPC. Please remember that
these are still only proposals — we still need
your suggestions and input!

It is suggested that the theme for OPC
1992 would be “Building Peace Culture in
Ontario: Working Together for Change.”

The registration fee will be minimal as
possible. The organizers have proposed a fee
of $20 prior to July 31 and alate registration
fee of $35. Fees include meals, billet in a
local peace activists’ home, and invitation to
the social on Saturday night. Registration
fees would be waived for anyone low on
cash.

After a social Friday night, the confer-
ence will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday with a
full plenary, lasting until noon. The organiz-

Make Peace Visible in Your Community:
how to organize a peace group, protest, re
tance, who to outreach to, etc; 3) Buildil
Peace Culture: what do we define as “peace”
how toestablish domestic violence asa peace
issue in Ontario.

Then there would be three activist-ori-
ented workshops, with the suggested topi
being 1) The Peace Movement and Indig-
enous Peoples: 1992; 2) The Peace Move-
ment and the Canadian Constitutional Ques-
tions; 3) Economic Alternatives That the
Peace Movement Could Advance.

At 5 p.m., when the workshops con-
clude, there would be a demonstration and a
wreath-laying at the war memorial, followed
by an evening social dinner and dance.

Sunday morning, from 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., would be devoted to reports from the
workshops to the full plenary, and after lunch
there would be small-group networking on
issues and campaigns.

For more information about OPC 1992,
contact Stephen Dankowich at the new ACT
Oakville phone number, 844-4453.8

. FOURTH ANNUAL CREATIVITY CONFERENCE. ..,

The Applewood Centre presents

Matthew Fox
Thomas Berry

and others . . .

April 3-4, 1992
MATTHEW FOX

Friday Matthew Fox will speak on Creation
Spirituality, drawing from the interpreta-
tions in his latest book of the same name.
Saturday the topic will be "Liberating the
Cosmic Christ in each one of us."
Location: Metro Toronto Convention
Centre.

April 24-26, 1992

APPLEWOOD MEN'S WEEKEND

"Creating Male Spirit"

Neil Douglas-Klotz, founder and director of the Centre for the
Dances of Universal Peace, and artist, educator Joseph Kilikevice
offer an alternative model for gatherings of men in this residential
weekend.

Location: Ecology Retreat Centre, Orangeville

May 15-18, 1992
THOMAS BERRY and the

Waking up to our story,

the human story, the earth story"

ThomasBerry -a"geologian" and one of our century's mostsignifigant
thinkers will be joined by poet/translator Coleman Barks and Gioia
Timpanelli whom Robert Bly describes as "the best story teller in
North America." Percussionists, musicians and a dancer are also part
of this year's diverse faculty.

Location: Geneva Park, Orillia

FALL DATES TO NOTE

September 11-12 - Starhawk and Luisah Teish
September 25-26 - Jean Houston

December 4-5 - Sam Keen

OF SPECIAL INTEREST

"Bly and Woodman on Men and Women" is the title of a six-part
home video series. The ground-breaking production features author
Robert Bly and analyst Marion Woodman dealing with the critical
issues facing men and women today as they seek to deepen their
relationships.

Applewood
Box 148, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5A2
Phone: (613) 967-8520 Fax: (613) 968-3133
Name
Address

Phone: Business
Home

Please send me information on the programs led by:
0 Mathew Fox O All upcoming programs
0 Thomas Berry 3 "Bly and Woodman on Men and Women"

o= ———

"Applewood 92" - our tenth anniversary year




10 ¢ March 1992 e The ACTivist

PEACE ACTION

Peace Action Briefs

June 1992 will mark the 25th
anniversary of the Six Day War
between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. An international group of
peace activists will commemorate
it with a six day “Walk for a
Peaceful Future in the Middle
East.”

Co-ordinated in Canada by
Muriel Sibley and Howard
Breen-Needham of the Gulf
Peace Team, the walk will start
near Haifa, Israel and proceed
through Jerusalem to the West
Bank.

“We believe,” says a group
statement, “that a durable
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has to be based on
meeting the aspirations of both
the Israeli and the Palestinian
people to self-determination,
national independence, interna-
tional recognition and security ...
We deplore all acts of violence
and violations of human rights.
We intend to affirm this demand
on our way, by holding vigils
outside prisons and other sites
where such abuses have taken
place. We are particularly in
solidarity with those — Israelis
and Palestinians — who have lost
their freedom or even lives for
defending the cause of peace and
justice through non-violent
means.”

The Walk is endorsed by,
among others, War Resisters
International, Bruce Kent of the
International Peace Bureau,
Adam Keller of the Israeli
Council for Israeli-Palestinian
Peace, and Mubarak Awad of
Nonviolence International. The
Canadian co-ordinators can be
rcached at Walk for a Peaceful

Future in the Middle East, R.R.
#1 Site 11 C7, Gabriola Island,
BC, VOR 1X0, telephone 604~

247-7464.

sk

The City Council of
‘Windsor, Ontario, has turned
down a proposal to open a
“recreational war games opera-
tion” in downtown Windsor.

An abandoned factory would
have been converted to a
“paintball” palace. In paintball,
opposing players use carbon
dioxide powered guns to fire
paint-filled gelatin capsules at
each other. The capsules explode
on impact, covering the “enemy”™
with paint.

Peace activists, church
groups and teachers lobbied
against the proposal, explaining
that it presemed violence as a

“game” and as an acceptable
form of behaviour. The City
Council was apparently con-
vinced.

sk

For the second time in 2
months, a group of Libyans
representing the Families of the
American Aggression Victims
Society (survivors of the 1986
raid on Tripoli and Benghazi)
demonstrated in front of the
Palais des Nations in Geneva on
Feb 19th. Their purpose was to
prevent any further US attacks on
Libya over the Lockerbie
bombing allegations. The Society
was set up in 1988 and comprises
families of over 400 killed and
wounded. The group has had a
meeting in Tripoli with a repre-
sentative of the Lockerbie
victims, and firmly renounces
any connection with terrorism.

K. T.WEB

Fast, dependable printer

Newspapers for
Schools, Communities,
Organizations, etc.
Tabloids

Flyers & magazines
On newsprint

146 Hallam St. Toronto
(at Dovercourt, south of Dupont)
(416) 533-1116
Fax 533-6763

QUALITY AT LOW COST

Classified

SAYNOTO ALL WAR. Jointhe
Anglican Communion’s move-
ment for peace. Write: Anglican
Pacifist Fellowship, Walters
Farmhouse, Brenchley,
Tonbridge, TN127NU, England.

AFTERMATH OF THE GULF
WAR, talk by Atif Kubursi, spon-
sored by the Marxist Institute,
Wed. March 25, 7:30 p.m., Rm.
315, 4 Bancroft Ave (north of
College, runs west off Huron), U
>f T. $3 or PWYC. 971-6281 for
more info.

OFFICE SUPPLIES NEEDED.
ACT for Disarmament needs

donations of filing cabinets,
shelves, fax paper, filing cabi-
nets, staple guns, filing cabinets
. help us do our work more
effectively! Call 531-6154.

Layout and design at reason-
able rates. Call Maggie at 531-
6154.

Reach 10,000 readerswhocare
about peace, ecology and hu-
man rights. Classified ads in
Ontario’s peace monthly are
available for $10 for 25 words or
less, $15 for 25-50 words.
Deadline for nextissue: March
25

,émr/m/a.;z‘mj and they

¢ty a;
Loy

don't worry - jost loo

YOUTY LIRRAATION ~ETRORK

Swe 47://”/(

They are demanding compensa-
tion for the victims® families and
an end to threats of state-
sponsored terrorism against
Libya.

Contact: Munir Sharmit, CP
3558, Tripoli, Libya. Tel:+218-
21-39300, fax: 41420.

An International Committee
for Solidarity with Libya will be
organising an International Day
of Action on the anniversary of
the 1986 raid, April 15. Contact:
Wolfgang Schmidt, ISCL,
Steingasse 16/1/1/3, A-1030,
Vienna. Tel: +43-1-310-9103,
fax: 310-9102.

wkk

The Pacific Campaign to
Disarm the Seas has just released
a new briefing paper on
SEAFAC, a testing site for U.S.

-.nuclear-submarines located off

the coast of Alaska. SEAFAC
was opened last November, with

the consent of the Canadian
government — the submarines
will be passing through Canadian
waters to reach the U.S. Navy
facility.

In fact, this consent was
superfluous, since the U.S. Navy
has been using Canadian waters
for submarine traffic since at
least 1989.

The Trident submarines
which will be tested at SEAFAC
are implicitly first-strike weap-
ons, and have long been a target
of opposition by U.S. peace
activists.

Opposition to SEAFAC itself
has been widespread. The facility
itself and the paths the subma-
rines will take to get there violate
the traditional lands of the Haida
and the Tongass peoples. In
August 1991, Friends of Back
Island Alaska staged an action at
Behm Canal (which the subs will

travel through) with citizens from
Haida Gwaii, Prince Rupert
(B.C.) and Ketchikan (Alaska).

For more information about
resistance to the SEAFAC base,
contact the Pacific Campaign to
Disarm the Seas Resource
Centre, Denman Island, B.C.,
VOR 1T0, phone and fax 604-
335-0351.

Hkk

8% of the money collected in
federal income taxes goes to fund
the Canadian military. Con-
science Canada is urging anyone
who is able to withold that 8%
and send the money to them,
where they will hold it in trust
until it can be used for promoting
peace. For more information on
tax resistance, contact Con-
science Canada, PO Box 8601,
Victoria Centre PO, Victoria,
B.C. V8W 352.8

development groups

The only computer network designed for peace, environment,

social justice and

With a personal computer and a modem, you can share information, pool resources and
plan events with groups and individuals around the world

For as little as 15§ a month you can access 20 000 users in over 90 countries using this

powerful, i

~ACT for Disarmament
~Peace Brigade International
~Tools For Peace
—-Greenpeace

~East Timor Alert Network
~Friends of the Earth

~North Atlantic Peace
~Veterans Against Nuclear Arms

~Centre for Peace Studies, McMaster
~Radio for Peace International

~Greater Victoria Disarmament Group
~Educalors for Peace and Justice
~South Pacific Peoples Foundation

Besources on WER

-Discussion and

and instant

~Canadian Peace Alliance Organization

~Canadian Voice of Women for Peace

University

~Canadian Institute for International Peace & Securily
~Peace and Environment Resource Centre

~SHAIR Inlernational Resource Centre

~International Council for Aduft Education

b

Dial Locally,
Act Globally

~Canadian Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War

Web - a service of Nirv Centre
401 Richmond St. V/., Suite 104

Toronto, Ontaric., M5V 3A8
(416) 590-0212

—News and discussion about using cor

the peace

mputers for peace.

—Medical consequences of nuclear weapons and nuclear war

t in Canada.
~urgent action alerts on human rights abuses with all the information you need o respond immediately
~detailed regional news from all parts of the world with broad coverage of Asia, Africa and Latin America
~coverage of peace bills in the U.S. legislature

-A Lalin American data base of peace news and issues.
~Information for organizing in opposition to nuclear facilities and nuclear weapons tests
~A multilingual listing of actions regarding nuclear weapons test,
~Summary of the laws and facts in current peace related legal cases.
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EAsT TiMOR UPDATE

Number 9 — March 1, 1992

In December 1975, just ten days after
declaring its independence from
Portugal, the tiny southeast Asian
country of East Timor was invaded
by its neighbour Indonesia. In the
decade-and-a-half since, 250,000
people — over a third of the indige-
nous Timorese population — have
been killed. Genocide and masive
human rights violations — every-
thing from rape to indiscriminate
killings to forced abortions — go on
to this day. But so does the struggle
for freedom of the East Timorese
people. It is largely the support of
countries like Canada that allows
Ind ia to maintain its i

East Timor Update is a monthly news
service edited in Toronto by the East
Timor Alert Network. Reprinting is
encouraged, but please credit East
Timor Update. Contact the

Network for more information:

National/West: 104—2120 West 44th,
Vancouver BC, VoM 2G2.

Toronto: PO Box 502, Station F,
Toronto, M5S 2T1.

Ottawa: 2760 Caroset Cres. #511,
Qttawa Ont., KIT 2N2

Eastern Ontario: 217 Glengarry Rd.,
Kinston Ont., K7M 3J6.

Western Ontario: Dr Peter Eglin,
Wilfred Laurier University, Waterloo
Ont., N2L 3C5.

Québec: 1375 Sherwood Cres., Town
of Mount Royal, Que., H3R 3C8

Action of the Month

Following the massacre of last Nov. 12
in Dili, East Timor, hundreds of survivors
were arrested and accused of *provoking”
Indonesian soldiers in firing on the crowd.
In Dili, 37 are still imprisoned; thirteen
students are to go on trial shortly for “being
involved; four of these are charged with
subversion, which carties a maximum
penalty of death. These show trials make a,
mockery of any pretence by Indonesia to be
punishing the soldiers who ordered the
massacre.

Please appeal for the release of all
Timorese prisoners, especially those
charged with subversion (Gregorio da
Cunha Saldanha, Francisco Miranda
Branco, Fernando de Araujo, Joao Freitas da
Camara). Write to President Suharto (Istana
Negara, Jalan Veteran, Jakarta, Indonesia).
Ask Canada to iptervene on behalf of the
thirteen (External Aftairs Minister Barbara
McDougall, House of Commons, Ottawa
Ont., K1A 0A6). And if you're a student,
get your school or student group to speak
out for these Timorese students.

Peace ship
makes waves

Foreign journalists have been banned
from East Timor by Indonesian military
authorities, and “‘scores™ of arrests of young
Timorese are being reported in preparation
for a “‘peace ship” that plans to land in East
Timor in early March. The Portuguese and
international students on board the Lusitania
Expresso plan to lay flowers on the graves
of massacre victims at Santa Cruz cemetery
in Dili, the capital of East Timor, where
Indonesian soldiers gunned down as many
as 200 unarmed pro-independence demon-
strators last Noy. 12.

The ship, which left Portugal last
month, is carrying former Portuguese
President Antonio Ramalho Eanes (a former
army general who played a decisive role in
securing democracy in Portugal after the
1974 revolution and was head of state from
1976 to 1986), and over 100 students and
Jjournalists.

The Ontario Federation of Students has
sent representative Genevieve Appleton, a
film student at Ryerson Polytechnic, on the
“Peace in Timor Mission.”
| In the weeks it has taken the Lusitania
Expresso get from Portugal to the South
Pacific, Indonesian authorities expelied
American journalist Peter Goodman from
East Timor and announced the territory was
being “temporarily” closed to foreign
journalists for the first time since 1989.
Brig.-Gen. Theo Syafei, military com-
mander for East Timor, set up a *'special
task force to safeguard the people’s
sovereignty and state from being under-
mined and provoked by the arrival of the
Portuguese ship.” — a task force that has
already launched a new wave of arrests,
according to sources in East Timor.

‘With some members of Indonesia’s
rubber-stamp parliament calling for the ship
to be “sunk” if it enters Timorese waters,
fears of further violence are running high.

Canada lifting sanctions?

Canada may soon restore suspended
economic aid to Indonesia, External Affairs
Minister Barbara McDougall said alfter
meeting Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas in Ottawa on Feb. 24. ' can sec ¢
time when we would alter the policy we
have taken regarding aid.... We believe the
government of Indonesia is very strongly
attempting to come to grips with the
situation.”

Canada suspended $30 million in
government-to-government aid in December
to protest the Santa Cruz m:
leaving existing aid untouched. In 1991,
Indonesia was third among all recipients of
Canadian aid, getting $46 million.

McDougall also accepted the report of
an Indonesian government inquiry into the
massacre. The inquiry panel, dominated by
retired soldiers, called massacre victims the
“perpetrators” of the violence. Its report has
been rejected by Amnesty International as
“fatally flawed and D o
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Genevieve Appleton (left, with camera) at picket of Indonesian consulate, Toronto.

the wake of a public-relations disaster last
month in London, when his news confer-
ence excluded all reporters with a Purtu-
guese passport and his officials refused to
accredit Jill Jolliffe, a correspondent for the
London Sunday Times who has written

ively on East Timor. In Washington,
Alatas® news conference was “by invitation
only,” while a joint appearance by ASlatas
and McDougall in Ottawa was kept a secret
until shortly before it happened.

However, ETAN made sure the other
side of the story was told, by organizing
demonstrations at both Indonesian consu-
lates in Canada. In Vancouver and Toronto
protesters laid flowers and poured blood in
memory of the hundreds who have died in
East Timor since November and the more
than 200,000 killed since Indonesia invaded
in 1975. Both the opposition parties called
on McDougall to keep the aid suspension in

place and impose new sanctions.

“The tragedy of East Timor is one of the
most terrible of the modemn period. The
shameful complicity of the West is relieved
only by the work of small numbers of dedi-
cated activists, who have kept the issue
alive, brought the story to a wider public, and
pressured their govemments tolive up tothe
principles they profess. The East Timor Alert
Network has been outstanding among such
groups. Its work has already saved many
lives, and if they can bring others to join
them, may yet bring about a day when the
people of this tortured land will enjoy the right
to self-determination for which they have
struggled with such courage.”

— Noam Chomsky

Alatas has scaled down a high-profile
damage-control tour to Western capitals in

Can you help? Please send donations to
ETAN, 104—2120 West 44th, Vancouver BC. )

More atrocities reported

New details of atrocities committed by
Indonesian soldiers last November have just
reached the outside world, in the form of a
handwritten note from a Timorese eyewit-
ness. According to the note:
*189 Timorese were Killed by Indonesian.
soldiers at Santa Cruz cemetery on 12
November.
* 36 were buried collectively in Hera.

* A large number were buried in mass
graves in Taci-tolu and Tibar

* More than twenty were cremated in a

tank’ in the military hospital in Lahane.

* A large number of young people, boys and
girls, were raped and Killed

* On 14 November. four boys and three
girls were murdered in Fatu-ahi. This was
witnessed by many people in the area

* On 15 November, five young people were
murdered in Kai-koli, Dili. The bodies had
been cut in pieces and stacked into five bags
and thrown into the water. Witnesses
reported this to the local International Red
Cross delegate.

* On 27 November, nine youths were killed
and their bodies carried to Her»

* On 28 November, it had rained heavily. A
box containing 20 human hearts was found
by local people in the river near the Salesian
Mission Bispo Madeiros. It had been
washed down the river from the hospital
backyard following the torrential rain.

* On 30 November, Indonesia military cut
off the ears of a 19-year old because he did
not have an identity card.

Oakville petition drive
ACT for Disarmament (Oakville) has

Jjust launched a petition campaign for East
Timor, with the goal of collecting 5,000
signatures in Halton Region (about 1% of
the region’s population). Supporters in
Oakville, Burlington and the rest of Halton
are encouraged to contact ACT Oakville at
(416) 844-4453. And we encourage similar
local initiatives wherever you are! A
petition text is available from ETAN or
from Ray Funk MP (House of Commons,
Outawa Ont., K1A 0A6).
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Help us build pece!

Okay, our office isn't literally under construction any
more. But to maintain an active grassroots peace
group; and build peace culture in Canada and around
the world, we need your help and input.

Get involved in one of our six working groups: Native
Rights/Innu Support; Prisoners for Peace; Local Wars/
East Timor; Violence Against Women; East-West
Peace; or the General Electric Boycott.

Or make a donation to keep our work going. Any
donation of $10 or more gets you a subscription to
The ACTivist, the monthly peace newspaper that
you're reading right now.

Call 531-6154, or write to 736 Bathurst St., Toronto,
M5S 2R4, for more information.

ACT for Disarmament
Chapters and Contacts

ACT Toronto
736 Bathurst St.
Toronto, Ont.
M5S 2R4
phone (416) 531-6154
fax (416) 531-5850

ACT Oakville
140 Cavendish Court
Oakville, Ont.
L6J 552
phone/fax (416) 844-4453

Peterborough Contact
PO Box 801
Peterborough, Ont.
KaJ 7A2
phone/fax (705) 782-4522

St. Catharines Contact
(416) 934-6233

Lindsay Contact
(705) 324-2854

Hamilton Contact
(416) 628-3168

Guelph Contact
(519) 767-1781

Vancouver Contact
(604) 988-3740

Baby you can drive my car...

You may have noticed that you did not receive your
ACTivist until the second week of February last
month. That's because it took us a week to get the
mail bags transported to the post office.

The ACTivist urgently needs volunteers with cars
who can donate one or two afternoons a month —to
pick the paper up from the printer, to take mail bags
to the post office, to carry bundles of ACTivists to our
many drop-off points around the city.

If you can help us, call 531-6154 today.

paigns, and so much more!

The ACTivist is Toronto’s only peace newspaper. [
And now, it's published monthly to bring you the
latest news of peace and humanrights from around
the world, First Nations here at home, peace cam-

A subscription to The ACTivist is available for a

| Lenclose a donation towards my subscrip_—\
| tion to The ACTivistof __ $10 or $_
| Irealize peace work is expensive: here’s
| my additional donation to ACT of

o %10 - $20 " 850 $100

|

minimum donation of $10 to ACT for Disarma- : Hame
ment. Drop us a line today — don’t miss a single | Address
issue! |

|
Send to: The ACTivist, ¢/0 ACT for Disarmament, | FostalCodp

736 Bathurst Street, Toronto, M5S 2R4.

Phone (416) 531-6154, fax (416) 531-5850 L




