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FORWARD

The

on the

ofpurpose
future of the

this essay

socialist

is

left

to

and

Saskatchewan

New Democratic

of Waffleof a number supporter
ana personalremains statement,
thto recognizeIt is important

stimulate

its

the viewsAlthough I have solicited

theand elsewhere, essayprovince
for its contents.I take full responsibility

statementa policydoes not representthis paper

it is only onemovement; opinion, and there

Waffle membership.

Party.
in this

indiscussion

relationship to the

Wafflby the Saskatchewan

are many within the presen

discussionomitsthat the essay any significantMany will quickly notice

couldin Canadaofno discussion ignocapitalismObviously,imperialism.
1969 the WaffsinceNevertheless,ansuch overwhelming phenomenon.

American)on the question of foreign (primarilymovement has concentrated
of centrathisawarenessof anddomination and exploitation Canada, public

is discudo in thistoI have triedWhatis extensive. paperquiteproblem
and tthe socialistbetweenthe differencesand in particularthe solution,

social democratic approaches.



INTRODUCTIONI.

What is

socialism

a

socialism?

and

Who

social

growing need

is socialist?a

democracy? As

these questions.to discuss

the

What theis

Canadian

difference

crisis deepens

During the era of the cold war, our political leaders, following
from the United had soimported States, argued that capitalism

its problems. Socialism was said to be outdated and irrelevant.

thisHowever,
more people

is Byover. the late 1960’s and the early
has ncapitalism

in any fundamental We still have all of the old problemsway.
new ones. to perpetuate humanCapitalism, as a system, continues

both in Canada and throughout the world.

and

era

realizetobeginningwere that
——

Despite

equalities in

of the

huge

all the

wealth

economy

international

is

social

and

even

welfare

income

more

in

difficult

capitalist
to deal

stillweprogrammes,

all countries.

with due

find

Monop
to the

there is aEverywhere growin
about in planned In theobsolescence.pollution and the waste

trialized and sectors of capitalisteconomically developed econo
is widespread alienation and the dull, routineprotest against
most of today’s jobs. All the institutions in capitalist society remai

ruled from the top downtarian, bureaucracies.by insensitive M
feel that the itself is responsible for the continuationsystem
and sexism.

corporations.



of theBecause

there beenhas

in socialism

of a variety

Trotskyite,
have

CommunistThe

tradeCanadian

to

needs

of

have

movement,

the

theand experiments
andrisetheseen

groups,

of capitalism,natureexploitative

theory

from

the

has

workingin the Canadian

most

old

hasMoscow

and

it

middle-

element thein

Itsstagnant.

rendered

dateTo

class.

politicalimportant
become

fall

themselvescalling

Marxist, etc.syndicalist, New Left

university-baseddevelop beyond their

once

party line

of the Canadian people.
following

socialist

weCanada

socialistsmall

any support

Party,
union

the

Maoist,

haveNone

of

in

In

relatively

unablebeen

adherents.class

interest

countries.other

of

Communist,

awareness

increasingan

in

wide

they

growing

slavish

toirrelevant the

with significant popularThe only national anyleft-wing party in Canada

the CCF, itasits beginningParty. Fromsupport is the New Democratic

this hasSinceelement.socialist 1969,has always had a fairly strong
the NDPwithina caucusthe Waffle movement,been represented bylargely

the party to a socialistto convertingdedicated position.

In

for

English-speaking
affiliatedunions

a

with

reformmoderate

and

Canada

the

the

Canadian

in the(basedleadership
socialismrejectsCongress)

union

Labour

Thiscapitalism.
in the Samuelrecently,

of

“Jabourism”’,
the ideology of the Americanunionism”,

more

trade

unions

is in the

Gompers’
which dominate

oftradition

theory of

British

“business

the CLC.

of the threethe leadershipBut in Quebec, largest trade union federations

Tradeof NationalConfederationof Labour, theFederation(the Quebec
theturned tohasTeachers develop-and the Quebec Corporation)Unions,

on Marxism.basedof socialism,



small ofgroup
decisionsment

trees

is

means production

a capitalist
market. The

his

who

andused,

is

the

is

not

from

ial

the

whoera

Latin

owned

his

property,

of

ers.

this

than

LABOUR AS THE

he

does

inor

the market

this category.
thisto

the class

sale

Throughout
class

of

for

Heproduction.
for a salary or

as the

market as well.

mercantile

recent periods

He

a

the

proletari
Romans during the

One should always

has

profiteering,
often

can

from

money

etc

acquired
banks and

hangovernment
of production and the labour-buy the means

sells the commoditiescapitalist produced by the

in the end asystem, he must always receive greater
started with. That is his “‘profit’’.

money

The

of money

the

speculation,

interests,

the worker.

Under this

Where

of

no.

enterscapitalist
enterprises,

financial

He uses

of capita
Ownership

personal

The

past

it.

commodities

means

referred

describeto

controls

key question.

in

into

creationprivate

produce

labour

fell

the

people make the

capital does not gr

(NOTE:private property.
such as homes,property, automobiles,

which is used for production purposes. )

betweenguish
private

used

the

theown

By 1968, 83% of all Canadians

of capitalism, socialists have

term

as

But

which

workers

does

living by selling

to

class

recognized

society,
worker

opposed
social

Thesecapital.
motive.profit

the sky.from

one

ofowners

theon

fall

is

of

In

earn

it

socialist

itway

based

doesnor

A

thepeople,

to

SOURCE

the

OF

‘‘profit’””

CAPITAL

come from? The workers, through their



from those and Assalaries. they haveclass, strong sentimental

hewhenproperty. capitalist
off of otherslives the labour either orthrough share cropping hiring

labour is also the case of corporate ‘‘factories infarms,directly. There

the field,’’ where farm workers from on down are hiredmanagement labour,
Inowners. some cases,usually working for absentee private agri-business

are Howeverjoint-stock corporations directly entering the farming business.

as farm workers the trend is now back to contractunionize, farming, where

do not havethe corporations to provide farm capital or pay for farm labour.

ties to

on wages

Aprivate farmer

a

can also become a

--

But the

market

food

notare

The

through

creates

exchange.
and the

simply engaged

createsmen)

also

of

distributors

exchange.

him

farmer

system

farmer

in

capital

service.non-profita

(along

the power

capital through his

the farmer sellsFirst,
food industries.processing

from

with

his

the

These

They make a ‘‘profit’’
employed by the

iscapital which

exchange process.in the

in the

to the

middlemen

earnerwage

butlabour,
of the middlemen

participation
his product

extracted

on this

middle-

from

farmer also creates farmcapital when he purchases sup-necessary
oneTake thefuel, feed, etc.plies like machinery, pesticides, example:

The makes apurchase of a tractor. capitalist “profit”? on the manufacture

of the tractor, extracted from his production workers. But he also makes

a “profit” on the distribution. By his ability to set prices, he can siphon off

from of the farmer.wealth the labour from theAgain, capital is extracted

farmer in the exchange process.

A

Socialists

is exploitation

have always
because it

insisted

is the

that this

transfer of

is a

wealth

system
from

of

the

Itexploitation.
working class
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ofholdings

and duthe

ofings the

thetwice

the Rockefeller

Pont

Rockefeller

market

Mellon families

In year
infamily

ofvalue

‘‘Peoples’earners.

and

$4 billion.family that

Standard

all the

Capitalism’’ is

exceeded $

the market

Oil of New

valu

stock holdings of

clearly a myth,

all

Jer

A
created

reasons.

Because

have insisted

couldsystem

hascapital
always

not be

its

that

the

as a

exploitation
hadsystem

of lab
to be

reformed.

Ill

The

insource

capitalism

THE ORIGINS OF SOCIALISM

earliest of modern socialism could bedevelopments
revolts landlords. In the 14th centagainst

these were and were crushedwide-spread by the ruling class.

in the 16th century the peasants again revolted, only to be

the Princes Luther. These movementsurged on by Martin

communist where all privatemocratic, wsocieties, property

world-wide peasant
--

in The wantedpeasants
TheirChristians. descendantsearly

in Western Canada.

In

of

tocommon.

value

private

the 13th

property

St.Century,
described in

was

the

‘‘theft’”

are

Thomas

previous
from

there-create

found today

Acquinas,
section of

communist

in the

utilizing
this

In

Hut

the

paper,

1516 St.
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Sa

awasThe Marxist synthesis of the ideas of theanalysis of capitalism
and thethe GermanFrenchthe historians, philosophers,early socialists,

of value and theThe labour theorypolitical economists.English classical

classfrom theof valueas the extractionof workingsurpluscapitalconcept
of the ideas of the English liberal, David Ricardo.extensionswere

andMarxWhat

ofhensive thetheory
issystem. There

adequately dealt with in

as

theseintegrateEngels did was

of historydevelopment
a no

insights into

theories

compre-a

ofevolutionthe

thesereviewtospace

and

here.

capitalism

They are

suggested readings at the end of

in allwas thathowever,this Engels recognized,essay.
orientalonbasedwhether feudalism,societies, slavery,post-primitive

beenthere hasormercantilism, capitalism,despotism, peasant-landlord
As long as classand the producing class.the ruling classbetweenconflict

and repres-would be revoltsthere by the producersexploitation remained

of owners.classsion by the ruling

the

INTERNATIONALSWORKERS

Marxisttheaccepted
class’’ and

zation of

the

the

the presence

followers of

WorkingInternationalFirstThe

ofnumbera

andMarxWhat

analysis,
‘‘abolition

ofmeans

of a large

of

for

class rule.” In

through the

all

production
anarchist group

reformersand theMazzini,
of all land. Internationalownershippublic

breakup in 1876.

The second to have

in 1864)(founded

of the working‘‘emancipation

AssociationMen’s

calling

workers

the

advocated

the state.

the

Proudhon,supporting
Owen,following

conflictideological

the

trade

1868

use

it

of

unions and

In

it

sociali-

ofspite
Italian

supported
led

political

to its

parties



that the historical

For

the

ofParty
not

the

of

the

join?
Parties

and social

the

Soviet

in different

Democratic Parties,
underInternational

Union

ofMany

conditions

Social

Third

them

developscapitalism
different

European
creation

ofprocess

world, and thus creates

created

split

dilemma.a

theover

the

issue.

of the Thirdmemberscreated,

democratic parties re-organized in a new

were

IV

The early
developments

INSOCIALISM

unevenly
countries.

all claiming
direction of t

Should they
In Europe t

International;
Second Internation

CANADA

for in Europesocialism were reflected

TheCanada. Marxist tradition inappeared
form of the Socialist fromLabour theParty, an importation
It was followed founded in 1by the Socialist Party of Canada,

of theseBothparty led mainly by British immigrants. partie
the unionbecause with trademarily they opposed any links

“reformist”.aswhich Ironically, from the begthey denounced

First International Marx union moco-operated with all trade

non-Marxist

struggles
in

workers

part of building

The

first

for

other

formed

organized
the

a

political

labour. In

party

ColumbiaBritish

1911

of

it

that this was

movement.

socialistmajor
in

recognizingparties,
workerssocialist

became

in

a

was the

1907. It

national

Social

sought

party.

Democ

to

It’s

form

p
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THE

The

led

the

theto

of the

politically
offormation

Communist

most

Bolshevikthe

thetoinspiration
It

ofsuccess

CANADAOFPARTYCOMMUNIST

Party
followers

Canada,Party
of the leaderssome

of

of

of

ThisCanada.

Party

Party
the tiny Revolutionary

of the One Big Union.

in 1919, later

was an

tremena

Canadian

of Canada,

Socialist

alsowas

the

partynew

Socialist

Russia

ofsections

Workersthe

the

inrevolution

aware working
to be kno

amalgamatio
the Social

Party of

Demo

Canada

dominatedjoined the MoscowParty of Canada

asin 1922, they adoptedfounding convention

Communists,abasic by the Americanpolicy advancedprogramme
of afor the abandonmentThis calledZ. Foster.Browder and William

union movementtraderadical Canadianto create an independent,
from within’‘‘boreand to insteadof the One Big Union)the lines

of the Trades and LabourAFL craft unions Congress.

The Communist

AtInternational.

For the

movement

carried

1930’s

Communist

was

secondary
out

the

its

their

Party
main

of Canada,

thrust.

the tradeorganizing within

werepolitics definiElectoral

1930 the U.S.1925 andbetweenHowever,phenomenon.
SoMarxistof all knowna supporters.great purge

theCommunist unemployed aParty began to organize
the Wwithunions affiliatedradical Canadianunorganized into new

1934 thein inof fascismthe riseWith Europe,Unity League.
frontInternational partiespolicy, and Communistadopted a united

democrat andsocialwithto once socialist,co-operationagain seek

Party of Canada abgeois parties. Following this line, the Communist



Employees was

convention. His

the only
union

prominent labour lead

affiliated with the
At its 1933 convention, the Trades and Labour
tion in favour of socialism, but they never of
In 1943 the Canadian endorsedCongress of Labour

ate it the following year.

thereHowever,

farmers wereprairie

madedrought, which

wing of the party
Marxists. But

where the

socialists

to

were

The

always

the

be

The

Commonwealth

socialist, with

that

a

B.C

base in the tradestrong
hoping to find a distin

who did not want to be pu
British, or Russian trade unio

party

stated

in

socialists who joi
this position b
of land a bad

remembered

Calgary Programme,
CCF.

to

‘ownership’
was

should

had aCCF

many
driven

thoseproblems,

from American,

our

the

it

joined

dictation

of

never

adopted
purpose was

in 1932, set

to establish

which the basic principle reg
exchange, will be the supply of human

Thisprofits.” ‘‘the socialization of ourrequires
were the basic those often found in thprinciples,
of the Independent Labour Parties. After this, the
on to outline the “‘provisional programme of the federatio

bution and

Most

that the

of us

Regina

with a history
Manifesto was

of participation
drafted

in

Frank

th



by the last the

untilcontentrest

thinking of the Fabiannot the

inonly
resources

controlled

necessary

As

whichManifesto

it

thatstates

eradicatedhas

‘no

capitalism

professors.

of capitalismon that the evilsto state

in whicheconomyplanned and socialized

of production and distributionmeansand the principal
and recognizedoperated by the people.’’ Socialists

soprerequisite to the creation of a humane and democratic

ManifestoThe

moved

went

a

from

were

of Davidwhom was

radical.too

pointed out in

the beginning

Young hasWalter

CCF, the party
of people who

was

ofparagraph
willment

was

socialistsnot

ThisLewis.

For them, the

The ofAnatomy
under the

Party:
of a

thesocial democrats,

thatbelievedgroup

electoraltransitional

but

a

control

the

mo

Regin

programm
1956 th

replacingadopt the Winnipeg Declaration

andThe newManifesto. accepted capitalismpolicy statement

Thewelfaresocialit throughto reform Winnipeglegislation.
andconflictsocialist theory of classanyformally rejected

“economicliberaland following ideology, spoke only of various

Manifestoin the

in getting the

quickly
party

became the ultimate goal. In

to

Canada.

In 1961 the leadership of the CCF arranged a merger with

formCongress,
unionThe trade leadershippresent

Unitedfrom theunionismof businessthe ideology imported
the Nsocialism. Thus,‘international’?their unions, rejects

of the

New

Canadian

Democratic

Labour

Party.

and the result was the



ism do see the introduction of the of privaprinciple
and profiting from the exploitation of natural resources.

we

development

Aside

of

from the

ManifestoRegina
natural

of general atprinciples

specifics on the question

statement

contained no

The detailed

the

of

mentions (o
its natucommunity

In a floor debate at convention, delegates v

the trade fromunionists B.C. who insisted nothat compensa
and petroleumpaid to private capitalists exploiting mineral

was also successful in defeatleadership at the convention

chewan farmers’ of land.proposal for the nationalization

that the

The

the

resources.

CCF

same

will be

was not

victorious

oftion the

Growers’

all

in

the

CCF,
Association, the

been

Union,

Progressivethe

CCF. From

platform pledg
utilities.‘ Long bef

urged by the Saska

party
public

had

Farmers’

and

Saskatchewan

the

and

principle

Section),

the

1944,
resources

this

(Saskatchewan

oftrue

election

ofownership

programme
to‘restoring

the 1933 Regina

the United

Party.

Farm

It was

sense.

The

for

and

strong
With

result

original

homes.

attack

ofplatform
ofnationalization

The

by

hindsight we

of “private”

land,

party
the

can

the CCF

based

dropped
Liberal

see

this

and

that

ownership

in Saskatchewan

from their

Conservative

this

of

was

land

a

included

‘‘use-hold’’perpetualon

platform

parties and

fordisaster

(mostly by

Sas

financia



in 1965 topound

NDPThe

of the

as

has

Voices, devoted

There

Canadian

and$1.581 billion,

INCO

received

the

At

federal

it will

The

is

has

federal

Inallowances.

1971

at an

of

taxesno to

of

loan

Sudbury.

$210
the federal

to

from

of

and

ea

only
cleara

Igovernment.
Between

defer

the

net

rate

million.$2.8

workersexploiting its

they reported

average

million

INCOallowed

interest-free

benever

been

taxes

credittax

an

has

earnings

paid

government
this

and

and1966

net

it

incomean

best

likely

Yet

by Dav

campaign booThebums’.

INCO

INCOthat

federalpaid

reported
$94.2 million.

tochapter

Betweenpeople.

welfare‘‘corporate

wunionof America, aUnited Steelworkers

INCO was singled out for attack

questionno

andSudbury

1972

entirean

is

in INCO, primarily

Thompson and because

interestspeciala

inparty
the

party. In

of the biggestone

1971

the

ofthere

hadalways

theto

in 1970.pounda

ofstrength

presence
ties

$1.33

1966

of $170

taxpayer

taxes

Canadian

paid.

government
1971 these

grants
totalled

INCO huge
$203.3 million.

anddepreciation
INCO has u

to financeCanadian expansion in Gtaxpayers
lessNew andCaledonia, Indonesia, depemaking the company

end of 1971, INCOsources and labour. At theCanadian began
of workers at Sudbury and Thompson.thousands

subsidies

INCO

from

has

the

been

inbrought

mining companies

laws

a

by
are

disaster

the

to Sudbury
Conservative

exempt from

and the

Government

municipal

Becauseminers.

Ontario,
taxation. Every

in



Lewis

He

he would

The

ofbers

the

inGovernment

noted, however,

make

workers

Steel

NDP

Schreyer

sure

seem

that

Government

cogovernment
be permanent’.

to a Inbe

Local

in

would

this

it

Workers

Government

‘‘put INCO under

‘‘not necessarily

kept operating.

Ottawa

that would

little ahead

6166 in

Manitoba

remained silent.

to

of the

Thompson

NDP.

passed

nationalize their

So did David Lewis.

late

a

1972 th
resolution

INCO operations

are in principle,not,governments oppo
of profitable operations.only nationalization They

of public forutilities the same reasons thatnationalization private
of Ontarioprise supported the Conservative Party’s creation Hydro:

of nationalizinga service.cheap basic unproThey are also in favour

in Great orbut necessary such as the coal mines Britainoperations,

But social

nationalization

democratic

Scotia.

in is betterAs a general principle, all the NDP is interested manag
INCO workers be abusedcapitalism. may by INCO, but they

exploited by the system. The NDP does not admit that the people of

nickel is utilized for theare exploited by the fact that Canadian

interests who own INCO, and by theprofit of the Morgan-Rockefeller
In reality,U.S. government in its war machine. there is no diffialist

between the position of David Lewis and any other socially aware capitalist.

of

VI SWEDISH SOCIAL



WEALTHCONCENTRATED

issignificantMore

families” theare

ownership. The fam

five familiesthese,

theareand Bostroms)

control the Swedish econo
athe three key banks

ofconcentrationthe

dominant Andpowers.
Bonniersbergs, Wehtjes, Johnssons,

These five familiescapitalism.porate
links withandownershipcorporate

companies.

The

have

of

that

and

Wallenberg

family are

onethis family

The

any

isParty

of

economy.

Westernthecountry

family look like

of

small-town

very

few

Directors,

Itcorporations.more

export

AboutWallenbergs.
Board

one-third

in

DemocraticSocial sensitive

finanSweden’s

There is

World.

no

Relative
merchants.

theabout f

A fpowerful families.

Democratic Party produced a f
youth wing of the Social

financedthe by the Socialprogramme,public housing

How

by huge

ofcontrol

Government,

was banned

was

by

does

the

the

enforced.

national system

the

Democratic

Swedish

There

There

of

bycountry

increasing

the Social

corporations.
notis

Sweden’s

the Rockefeller

ship and

how

of

the

the

many

aboutcontrols

inempireprivate
they make

of

ofdirectors

one-thirdabout

isfamily

Chairmanasa

the

ful

the

Swedishbest-known

of

directing

are

a

wealth of the

It iswork?economy

is little anti-trust

no

private

families’“fifteen

Government.

formal

investment

controls

based privateon

legislation
over

and

business

through incentives.



toaccording

working-class
cant.

study,
backgrounds.

Canada does

of aristrocraticfication

THE

recenta

much

COMMITMENT

better

college freshmen

this isSweden,industrial

than that.

schoolsprivate

TO

in

of15%only
And

Even

and

Great Britain

doesuniversities

—

—

CAPITALISM

For an insight into what is going on in Sweden today, Canad
Gunnar Adler-Karlsson’s in Englishbook, now translation

ing the Canadian Economy; A Swedish Approach through Functio
ism House of(Toronto: Anansi, 1970, $1.75 in paperback).
is a Swedish economist and adviser to thelong-time Social
Government.

read

Adler-Karlsson

is because

states quite frankly that Sweden is not a social

Democratic ‘‘theParty recognizes
of retaining initiative and the driveprivate for innovation”.

of capitalistessence that economicideology: the belief progress
come of capitalthrough the mobilization by the few private en
And in Sweden, this means domination by a few monopoly cap

This

a minimum

The

both

that

of social

book also

socialists

‘“‘the least

co-operative
to provide
every

the

other

or public

makes

and

alternative

western

control.

one

social

important
movement.”

an

Social
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