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affle in
at Moose Jaw on October 6-8 voted to leave
the NDP and *“work to establish a socialist
;zany in Saskatchewan.” The actual vote in
avour of the withdrawal resolution was
189 to 3 with 7 abstentions.

The decision came after seven months of
debate inside the Saskatchewan Waffle and
the provincial NDP. In contrast to the
Waffle’s experience in Ontario the NDP

in p ask-
ed the Waffle to stay on in the tgarty On
September 27 two weeks before the Moose
Jaw conference the Saskatchewan NDP ex-
ecutive formally asked the Waffle not to
leave. Premier Blakeney took the same
rosmon though his pubhc comments were.
less clear than those of the executive.
Major reason for the delegates’ decision
was the conviction that the NDP was not
and could not become a socialist party. One
document adopted in principle by the con-
ference on ‘‘Social Trends in
Saskatchewan” reads, “...socialists mus(
set out in a new direction... this direct
. will require the launc of a new pohucal
et iRt i evEotaatly

3

on {o say that a strategy
for new socialist formation “must
begin with the socialist proposition that the
primary social force in the struggle for an
mdepgh:gen socialist Canada is the work-

he full text of the Saskatchewan resolu-
tion appears on this page. The conference
also voted t¢ beg work immediately on
building the ideology, strategy, and
orgamuuon necesary or the new socialist
party. Internal

SASKATCHEWAN WAFFLE LEAVES NDP |

that position when we left the NDP but we
have through internal educationals etc. got
to the same position. That is, we are work-
ing on the political economy of Ontario and
an explicit class lysis. We have aho
elaborated our anti-imperialist anal

Watkins thought there was now .vfm‘t
potential and impetus for a national
movement. A pnunty m this regard El a
national campaign on the energy issue.
“Energy is not just another i issue with us
but is the guts of our politics.”

Such a cam at this time, Watkins
said, would lead to lhe creauon of new
Wafﬂe grouos in other provinces.

ormations and parties at the

pmvmclal level argue for the same at the

national level. Independence and socialism

a national movement to resolve the
contradiction.”

At its meet.mg on October 14 the Ontario =
Waffle executive decided to make the ques-
tion of forming a party in Ontano a major
item of dlscuss:on at the annual con-
vention of the Ontario Wuﬂe to be held

along with public actions wnll be the main
focus of the Saskatchewan Waffle's winter
activities.

- "Extremely
important

decision’’
- Watkins

Mel Watkins, chairperson of the Ontario
Waffle executive said after the
Saskatchewan convention that “it was an
extremely important decision for Wafflers
in all parts of the country including On-
tario.”" Watkins along with Hilary
Armstrong and Jim Sacoumin was sent to
the Saskatchewan meeting by the Ontario
executive.

Watkins made two presentations to the
convention. Before the actual vote Watkins
argued that in his opinion the Ontario Waf-
fle had been able to bea comglmly viable
organization outside the N!

fter the vote in favour of leavi !he
NDP representations were heard
rovincial Waffle groups ou!slde
katchewan. Watkins told the Moose Jaw
meeting that after listening to the
weekend’s debates he found important
similarities between the Saskatchewan and
Ontano experiences to date. Wafflers m
had found it i

routes proved that something “more fun-
damental than tactics” was involved. Also,
Watkins said, both Waffles are in essential-
}{\; the same position despite subtle
ifferences.
““Both groups are in a transitional phase.
In Saskatchewan you have said by conven-
tion decision that you are in a transitional
phase to a new pa n{ In Ontario over the
past year individual Wafflers have been
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lzlkmg more and more about the need for a
new The decision
shoul put ‘that subj ec! more and more on
the agenda of the
atkins also ound that both Waffles
were working from the same ideological
commitment and perspect
“You have a concrete analysxs of the
political economy of Saskatchewan and a
real class analysis. Ontario was not really in

WITHDRAWAL

governments, as well as the NDP Federal
NDP has

eawiullsl sov;m structure;

vestig es o( socialist program and org:
soci: Ms within the NDP increasingly

of socialism by rejecting all policies ant

mmmh: sxmm

to dlgrﬁeople in the m—uﬁ;k

the movement lor dent and soci

work as socialists msxde the NDP. That
they had come to that decision by different

WAFFLE MOOSE JAW CONFERENCE

WHEREAS the record and performance of the three Western NDP provincial

adopted the classical social democratic stance of saving capitalism from
itself, while leaving unwuehed the basic exploitative and elitist character of the

HEREAS the NDP in Sask., as well as elsewhere, has rooted out all
anizational structure, rendering

futile;
D WHEREAS the NDP has clearly repudnted the fundament
and

programs that
ownership and control of the means of production and by rejecting all policies and
programs that would destroy elitism and build truly democratic political

i deeper cy;
LVED that the Saskatchewan Waffle Movement,

PII’W and work to establish a socialist
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Caucus, clearly demonstrates that the
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BACKGROUND TO THE SASKATCHEWAN DECISION

The October Conference in Moose Jaw’s
Union Centre tackled head on the'
differences between the NDP’s anaemic
and_failin social democracy"' and
healthy pul socialism the Waffle can
offer in a Cana ian context. The near un-
animous support given to the Waffle
withdrawal resolution indicates that work
will continue now unhampered, on the
politics of food, analyses of corporate
energy policies, Canadian unions, and
other important issues.

On august 20 the press release announc-
ing the October Conference served notice
that apart from considering separation, the
Waffle would take as its target the mulugle
failures of the NDP. Not only is the NDI
reluctance to act on the question of Cana-
dian independence and its tendency to
offer none but liberal reforms of capitalism
called into account, but its pretensions are
exposed.

The acuve supporters of a separate Waf-
fle are working from the obvious fact that
only a solid working class basis will make a
sound socialist movement for Canadian in-
dependence possible.

The press release charges that “Not only
has the NDP failed to be a socialist party, it
has also failed to be a lradmonal ‘labour”
party. Their strategy has aimed at being
another ‘middle class’ party, competing for
the votes which normally go to the Liberal
and Conservative parties... (A) new
socialist movement must clearly stand on
the side of those on wages and salaries,
wheih in Canada represents 83% of the
labour force”” John Warnock has informed
the Ontario Waffle News (telephone con-
servations 30/9/73 and 2/10/73) that in
Saskatchewan very few union locals have
tion with, or support for
the NDP. “At any recent convention.” Mr

Warnock states, “there have never been
more than 50 labour delegates from unions,
labour councils, or any other labour
orientes bodies.” The Pulp and P
workers of Canada in B.C. and all C
locals in the west have sloughed off NDP
affiliation by formal decision.

Even before the Waffle withdrawal sup-
porters had been pulling away sharply rmm
the NDP. The Saskatchewan NDP has losf
over half its membership in the past ear
and is now faced with approacl ing
bankruptcy of funds, nearly marching in

ee the bankruptcy of its socialist prin-
ciples. Clearly, if there were an election
called today the NDP would be turned out
even with disillusionment with the old line
parties running high.

The press release suggests that the
withdrawal is seen less a break with the
NDP to start out afresh with a new
political programme, but more a referral to
past expectations for socialism in this
country with the hope of becoming what
the NDP was unable evolve into.

The original CCF defined
itselitself as a political movement,
with a broad programme of socialist
education, It gave open support for
PEOPLE’s struggles outside the
political arena, particularly the
farm movement and trade unions.
Today, the NDP is just another
political machine, gearing up its
supporters for elections, and
providing the patronage payoff after
gaining office.

Internally, the NDP is no longer
democratic in the true sense of the
term. It is all too evident that the
pm’ly is tightly controlled by a small

yperpeluatmg elite. The recent

eral “comvention in Vancouver

was only another e:ample of
manipulation by this ahqadp

The Saskatchewan Waffle had a discus-
sion document to work with in “‘A Socialist
Alternative for Canada”, a personal state-
ment by John W. Warneck, author of
Partner to Behemoth.

The first four chapters are historical,
tracing socialism through its origins to its
progress in Canada up to the merger in
1961 forming the NDP. “The présent trade
union membership, rellectmg u-e ideolo Lﬁy
of business unionism imported from
United States via their ‘international’ un-
ions, rejects socialism. Thus, the NDP to-
day is even further removed lmm socialism
than the CCF in 1956.”

The Saskatchewan CCF an behalr of its
farmer and worker constituents had made
a promise for “the social ownersm& of all
resources and public utilities. hat a
stark contrast this is to David Lewis Qct.
12, 1972 statement. “I'm not dem mg
INCO's nﬁm to make a profit. I want
to pay their fair share of running me
country.” In Warnock’s opinion this is the
only pomt that Lewis’ Louder Voices
made: “The NDP even fails to demand
that the company pay for pollution con-
trol”

Social democracy can often result in the
pernicious forms of liberal complicity with
corporate interests. Swedish social
democracy is taken as the prime example;
its regime pemuls 15 families to run the

Federal Secretary of the NDP: ‘‘We do not

et the votes of the poor. They vote

iberal. We are a middle class party, and
we aimed our campaign at them.”

Such an admission allows Warnock to
move to his major theme — the need for a
Canadian, working class based,
democratically luncuomng. socialist “We
need.” he argues, “a strong movement,
organmng all Canadian working class peo-
GJE into ten or twelve major unions...

ithout such a movement there will be lif
tle success in the movement for an in-
dependent and socialist Canada.

t would seem that the new.separate
Wa{ﬂe does not shirl planning long term
goals.

A new socialist movement in
Canada must become the political
institution through which the work-
ing people attempt to make changes
in the present system which cannot
be accomplished through trade un-
ion activity. Yet the political success
of any socialist party will be diréctly
related to the development of a
strong trade union movement... ()n
Canada this means: a) the organiza-
tion of the 2/3 of the Canadian
Labour force who are not members
of trade uniens; b) the consolidation
of the present 160 different trade un-
ions into ten or twelve major unions;
and c) the development of a Cana-
dian lmde union movement which is

1

country through
this is the pohucal system which * our
NDP in the best of its positive moods would
like to emulate.

In condudmﬁlthe middle portion of his
discussion booklet John Warnock focuses
on the NDP’s willingness to sustain com-
%!nuse by viewing its egehcson strategy.

érror Was admitted by, Clif

ly independent of U.S. con-
tra[x and influence.

It will interesting to see how a strategy
based on these objectives will be ar-
ticulated into immediate pratical measures
at the convention to take place early in the
3 it is a fact, though that support
ade union and worker organiza-
is strong in the western

Canadian Union Fights Militant Battle

On August 21st a significant strike
began in Toronto. Significant not
because it has been won the Canadian
Textile And Chemical Union affiliated
with the Confederation of Canadian
Unions (CCU) is still carrying on — but
because the issues raised are pertinent
to the entire labour movement: the
right to unionize is at stake; police are
harassing strikers: sWeatshops are us-
ing immigrant workers; a manage-
ment rights clause is used to den

* elementary union rights, and civil

rights are ignored.

The Union is fighting for a first con-
tract and accuses the company of
ing to * bnbe the workers with a
cent increase”. The increase was settl-
ed in negouauons but the company
gave an ultimatum to the Union to
accept word for word the Management
Rights Clause. Madeleine Parent,
secretary-treasurer of the Union said it
is the worst such clause she has seen in
30 years of negotiating. It denies the
elementary right to grieve against ar-
bitrary or unfair treatment. The
Company also insists on a Seniority
Clause which would negate all rights of
senior workers.

Wages are presently from $2.00 to
$2.95 an hour on a 42% hour week. The
120 employees are largely immigrants
from Italy, Greece, Portugal, Latin
America and the Caribbean. The Com-

ny has locations outside of Toronto,
in Montreal, Vancouver and Cleveland
Ohio, USA.

In its militant battle the Union has
had to contend with the Toronto Metro
Police. They have harassed the strikers
so obviously that two Toronto

aldermen called for a discussion in
"Metro Council of their role.

To date there have been 47 arrests
on the picket line (on average nearly
one a day). Three men, York Universi-
gateacher. Mark Golden and Student

ymond Van Ecnoogh and a striker
Ron Morsut were arrested in separate
incidents outside the plant. It was the
second arrest for the first two. They all
went to jail rather than accept the bail
condition — a promise to stay 150 feet
from the picket line.

The Union appealed the bail condi-
tion. Lav?'er Clayton Ruby argued that
the condition violates the Bill of
Rights, which guarantees freedom of
speech. He said the condition “‘will be
seen by others as the criminal law in-
tervening on behalf of the bosses.”

Mr. Justice Eric Moorhouse of the
Ontario Supreme Court (the same
judge who granted an injunction
against this same union to Texpack
management in summer of '71) refus-
ed to rescind the major bail condition
saying it was ‘“‘not unreasonable.”

Alderman Dan Heap chaired a sup-
port conference on Sept 18th, which
resolved that Civil Rights of Workers,

iation —
dian Bill of

Rights.

2. The right to join a Trade Union of
(one's) own choice and to par-
ticipate in its lawful activiti
Further an emplo; ?'er is obliged ‘to
bargain in good faith and make a
collective agreement” — Ontario

Labour elations Act.

3. It is inlawful for an employer to dis-
criminate against an employee
because he is a member of a union
— Ontario Labour Relations Act.

The Union is protesting an Ontario

Labour Relations Board decision of

Sept. 24th to delay hearing of a Union

charge  ageinst Artistic Woodwork

that it has applied to the Board for per-
mission to prosecute the company but
the hearing has been postponed until

Oct. 25th. Such a delay postpones the

enforcement of the Labour Relations

Act.

Ms. Parent pointed to the delay as

’ an instance of unequal justice for

workers, ‘“‘When you see the struggle
the workers have to put up to get a
contract you can understand why there
are so many non-unionized immigrant
workers working in small sweat shops
in Toronto™.

The Toronto Waffle has been sup-
porting the Artistic Woodwork strkers’
picket line on a regular basis, as have
university students and professors
church representatives and rank and
file unionists. Financial support could
be sent to CTCU 1203a St. Clair Ave.
W. Toronto.




PARLIAMENTARY STRIKEBREAKING

Canada’s railroads have reduced their
working forces by over one-third in fifteen
years while vastly stepping up their produc-
tivity.

Among the pioneers in the union
movement, the rail workers whose
wages and other benefits were near the
toe have been falling back steadily. The

ERAGE wage rate of a Canadian
railroad worker prior to the 1973 strike was
an hour — considerably below the
MINIMUM rate of workers in many in-
dustries which depend on the railway
workers to keep operating.

These two critical elements and others,
including justified dissatisfaction with pen-
sions a% overall frustration with a lack of
E , lie at the root of the recent strike,

roken by parliamentary action.

From the conciliation re rt nl Union
nominee, Professor J. C.

“The two major issues um domnmz the
dispute, job security and wages, have their
inl?im in a single fact. The ways as an

ustry have experienced an almost uni-

que decrease over the years from 1956 to
1971 in size of their labour force, a fall of
something like 37%, a unique change
brought about by dramatic technical im-

vastly improved produe-
. (have) plactd a two-fold
burden on the railway workers... a feel
of desperation about job security...
fross injustice (at h-vlng) been -llowad to
lag behind the gains in earnings of in-
dustries in which produchvlty has grown
much more slowly...”

~count rising living costs. Under the

The rotating strikes which eventually
turned into a complete strike, found the
railways sitting pat on their pre-strike
offer, fully confident that the government
would protect their interests and legislate
their workers back on the job.

During the strike the negotiating com-
mittee of the Non-Ops (the seven Unions
cumprxsm the Associated Non-Operating

Railway Unions) were pressing to achieve
the highlights of the Weldon conciliation
report, as against the report of the com-
panies’ nominee. The simplistic view was
thus nurtured that the Chairman’s report
(by Judge F. Craig Monroe of British
Columbia) must be “fair” since it was
generally presumed to be mid-way
between the recommendations of the
Union and Company nominees.

The recommendation of the Union
nominee was for 38 cents an hour increase
in the first year of a two-year agreement,
and for the same average increase in the se-
cond year (to be applied on a percentage
basis).

When Parliament passed the law to
make the strike illegal, it appointed an ar-
bitrator whose aw: inding. The
legislated floor of his award is 34 cents an
hour, and he is instructed to take into ac-
circum-
stances it is quite unlikely justification can
be found for awarding less than the
minuscule 4 cents separating the two stated
positions for the first year.

Moreover, the Unions' position in
respect to job security, as set out in their

5

nominee’s award, is equally modest. It
would give some grolecuon from layoff
resulting from tecl nologlcal advances to
emgloyees vmh over four years service.

for the

would be made hy attrition (quits, retirees,
dischages, etc.) It is again difficult to
visualize the arbitrator rejecting this
almost minimal demand. It can only slow
down the rate of reduction in the railway
labour force as productivity continues to
advance,

In addition, the arbitrator will examine
other moderate advances asked b)
Unions, including pensions, sick
vacations, etc.

Regardless of what award will be
forthcoming from the arbitrator, no matter
how close or distant it comes to the
recommendations of the Unions’ nominee
on the earlier conciliation board, it still
leaves the railway workers with the realiza-
tion that up to now when their struggle
becomes effective, it is declared xllegal y a
strike-breaking parliament acting “in the
national mteres!” (which coincides com-
pletely with the interests of the railway
owners, and the other foreign and native
owners of Canada’s industries).

“You either have the right to strike or
you don’t,” said Louis Laberge. President
of the Quebec Federation of Labour. The
right to strike was meaningless, he said “‘if
the only strikes pemutted are those which
don’t hurt anyone.

His comment clearly dissociated him
from the admonition of C.L.C. President

leave,

Donald MacDonald that once Parliament
passes a law, it ought to be obeyed by
organized labour.

he difference between these two
positions, critically posmg militant
defiance as against pragmatic capitulation,
should be the occasion for deep-going ex
amination of the entire collective bargam-
ing process which prevents Canadian work-
ing people from exerting their real power
in battling the employers for earnings and a
degree of securif

n particular, it is increasi ly clear that
railroad workers will need to fii !he ways
to express their full power —
that is patently impossible, dmded as th:g
are into seventeen different unions, whit
are in turn banded into three goupmgs for
purposes of dealing wif
employers. The emplnyers are lnvned to
get the most Yroducuvlty from their
workers for the least labour cost.

Jme all the complexities,, nou.ung
should stand in the way of fearless ex-
amination of the joining of all railway
workers together. It will reqmre patient ex-
amination, then bold

Perhaps Canada’s soclahst movement
will look into the matter too, and come u
with some friendl, su estions to the battl-
ing but frustra lway workers,

me thot Hoomlght iven to the
perspective of an eventual joi together
of all transportation and com-
munication workers in Canada. What a
mlgtyforcelorther&lmmemotm

jon that could become!
Bill Walsh, Hamilton

True Dough . .

(The Non-Ops rail strike has been «
settled; other events have since entered
upon the scene. However, the following on- -
the-scene report points to the constant ob-
stacles labour has to confront: the media’s
failure to report the facts on the workers’
side and outright distortion of events.)

It seemed there would be a good
representative turn-out; more than 1500
railway workers came ‘from Ontario and
Quebec for a show of strength on Parlia-
ment Hill, Auﬁ\:s! 30. Though humidity lay,,
heavily and the sun bore down on the
Gothic pile that somewhere contained the
House of Commons, the hearty chant, “We
won't go back,” told M.P.s the trains
would not be running unless the raises they
had patiently waited for since the expi
contracts last December were realized.
fortunately the sltuzuon had not been pul
forward to the public.

! Let’s go see those guys inside!”” 30
or 40 rom among the many peel off ranks,
rush the main entrance to the Parliament
Buildings, set a minor scuffle going, and so
give the y media, the chance to sen-
sationalize and distort the strikers’ real ac-
tivities. The strikers’ image at the
demonstration is created by the actions of
these few the cameras focus on by
reverberations rmcroghones pick up, and
people across Canada have a view of
wanton refusal to go back to work confirm-
ed for them. But this is to anticipate — let’s
go back one-half hour.

12:30 PM — Two men are standing under
a tree, brief respite from the sun’s heat;
they have left their families for the day,
hoping to convince men they have yet fo
meet (and won't) who will be affecting
their lives that ther demands are fair and
should not be repulsed. The heat is more
endurable than the cold in the dead of
winter when fixing track or hanging on a
box-car whistling through the shrewd air.
The men stuff waxed papers from their im-
promptu stand-up picnic into their pockets
and step into the sun to join their fellows
now descending from buses.

The line takes shape. A worker from St.

Catharines shouts to a friend from Lhe

Not Trudeau

t:;lry, edltonal writers outdo one another in

Montreal yards. The
representative not only of areas, but ol
shops and job categories. A shared feeling
of calm determination withstands the
oppressive air. The weather is the least of
oppressions. Will the careful organization
and show of solidarity interest Mr. Average
Canadian? Will this present. the plight of
his fellow citizens who face the cynicism of
companies aining in bad faith?

12.45 PM — The line of workers begins to
form on one side of the huge square. The
Peace Tower will be passed, the East
Block as well, before the last person gets
off the buses down on Wellington St. Even-
tually one unbroken band of marchers
walks the square.

1:03 PM — Only three red-coat Mounties
are on duty for Kodak-clicking tourists.
Where are the M.P.s? Can there be only
three march wardens? As part of the line
passes the Peace Tower a small number
detach themselves. “‘Hey! Let’s go see
these guys!” The exuberance of these 30 or
40 (not the 250 reported later) expresses
itself in ways other than the orderliness of
the more than 1500 the; éleave behind.

A handful of Security Guards are surpris-
ed inside the entrance, The Parliamen
Library is mistaken for the House of Com-
mons, but the men do not even get that far.
They are forced back to the entrance. One

‘of the wood-panelled doors has small

of glass, the size of a letter to a Member of
Parliament. Two or three are broken. The
security men have trouble ejecting the
strays, for they are being pushed back in
again by fellows on the outside. Someone’s
head is bumped, someone cuts his hand on
some glass. There are no real fisticuffs,
only the same sort of shoving and milling
about one sees in a commuter lineup.

Yet the “World at Six” will give a sound
report that would compare to the Storming
of the Bastille; newspaper photographers
take more dramatic_shots by tilting their
cameras; T.V. reporters throw themselves
into the midst on the broil as the fitting
place from which to make their commen-

of violence
without reflecting on the violence com-
panies commit against workers, wives,
children, and the whole nation with their
unscrupulous bargaining tactics.

1:15 PM — Back on the lines, where the
significant proceedings are going on un-
reported, workers are orderly in their
demonstration of protest.

1:20 PM — Dief the Chief comes to a side
door and loses what few interested ears he
might have had with his di pass-

for this Friend of Labour.

2:00 PM — A young man with a placard
argues with two holidaying University of
Waterloo students who claim he does not
eem “poor” to them. He woi
wander about the country; they have
college to attend; he cannot save money for
marriage.

The hot August days are over. The Non-

Ops are back to work in autumn's coolness,
disappointed that it had to take such

off of the issues.

1:22 PM — One has a chance to talk with
mme of the Non-Op demonstrators. A

C.P.R. carpenter earlier tried to reach his
M.P. without success. He works in Toronto
but his family lives in the country not far
from Kingston, a cheaper place to live. He
is with his wife and two of their children.

When he is able to join them on
weekends he brings much less than $195,
two week’s salary, with him. It is hard to
raise a family on such low earnings. His
wife works, she has no choice but to. They
are a neat, quiet couple, but the struggle to

'keep the family going does show in their

l 30 PM — That most workers’ wives
have to work is a fact confirmed in talks
with others; they must, in order for their
families to survive. Mothers work not for
family luxuries, but for necessities. One
man says he thought he was fortunate in
gﬁ;ung a house for $5,000 downpayment.

$100 a month-payments he cannot af-
ford, yet renting would be even worse.
:37 PM — David Lewis ventures to
come out to address the workers. He utters
one sentence the workers can take: “It's a
air report (the Weldon report) and it ought
to be accepted by the railroads.” But the
rest of what he says is abuse of the workers
for creaung a disturbance and criticism of

len, to get such minimal adjustments.
Theg'.’Is s Hill ! dit no

bring much to light that was not known or
could have been predicted before. The
bosses thought it would be a runthrough of
the now familiar script for Canadian rail
strikes. However, there are signs that the
public is begmmng to be less easily
manoeuvered into anger a amst strikers.
The strike did cause ps, but-the
government and the railways were also
targets of criticism.

The public would have identified more
with this struggle had it not been for the
media. Do you recall seeing paa' statistics in
the papers statistics that would have shown
how low salaries actually were? What trials
did. the C.B.C. conveﬁ to you other lhan
trapped tourists in Newfoundlane
grossest instance of cynicism and lazy
reporting of the media was the sen-
sationalising of the ‘‘violence” on
demonstration day, a tactic nsht in play
against all strikers across the land. In times

of the non-issue interviewers and reporters
czn be suave sympathetic, but they
cannot be relied on for the basics of respon-
sible journalism.

The Waffle can do somethmg now, and in
the future. We can report ourselves. We
can become the watchdogs of the pnss
and insist that omissions and distortions
recuhed We can sland to concern

harges are Jevied at the ““he
cl es are levied at ‘wrong

mass who were orderly. He is holle
down with “We won’t g0 back!!" So much

bour by to
get all negotmuons nponed accurately.
Barry Mills, Ottawa




THE STRUGG

ALLENDE’S PROGRAM

In the first year of Allende’s Unidad
Popular regime, unemployment was cut
in half as stimulated demand opened up
the factories to more labour. Popular
demand and consumption of food increa-
sed dramatically. The government
undertook a major redistribution of
wages and re-allocation of wages. This led
to the need to import food, until it was
necessary to import 1/3 of the food
supply. If the Chilean middle class were
starving because they only had meat once
a week, the Chilean working class would
have been dead long ago.

The working class movement was
different from the rest of Latin America.
It has a long history of organization and of
militancy. It formed the core of what be-
came the Unidad Popular. Foster

It grew by slow, patient, careful,
tedious day-to-day, difficult, boring
ic work, often inarily
dangerous, and gained mass support. It
ded in ing evel ited

stratum. Zeitlin

It had increasingly gathered splinters
from the old liberal middle-class parties
and the Christian Democrats who had
found their base disintegrating and their
reformist rhetoric coming back to haunt
them. Foster

THE OPPOSITION
The Christian Democrats, led by Frei
were a party that had made an ideology

Chile

versus the
corporations

Latin American Working Group (LAWG)
Box 6300. Station A,
Toronta 1. Ontario. 925-7912 7 3

out of transcending class loyalties and as
a consequence were constantly being
tripped up, so that at any crisis point
there were shearings off from the party.
Another of these appeared to be
occurring just before the coup.

As the differences between the
National Party, of the extreme right and
the Christian Democrats grew less, a joint
strategy for the subversion of the Allende
government appeared. It involved
working with the army and the petit
bourgeoisie to hamstring Chile
economically and thus to provoke as
much internal chaos and lack of control as
possible in order to promote a military
intervention. Foster

POPULAR PARTICIPATION

In the program of the Unidad Popular,
popular participation was seen as
supplementing parliamentary democracy
and elections. The more radical elements
stressed the importance of direct
participation in the processes of power.

In this effort there were two main
routes. The most effective was the taking
over of an industry by the peasants or
workers. The other route was the
nationalisation of an industry by decree
and the sending in of an intervenor to
begin a process of creating a committee
of workers control.

Another type of workers’ organization
occurred in the poor residential districts.
In late 1971 shortages began to appear, in
Santiago especially, as speculation,
hoarding and black marketing became
perfected - by the right wing in their
efforts to bring about economic chaos.
For example, the stores would be without
cigarettes, but a raid on a warehouse
would reveal thousands of packages.
Allende set up Committees of Price
Control and Supply, made up of the
women of these areas. They demanded
that the merchants sell at the legal prices
or they would boycott them and make
sure they were at the bottom of the
government supply list. These
committees brought the women together,
raised their consciousness and gave them
a broader view of the whole society.

What scared the Christian Democrats
was that members of their party began to
participate in these committees.

0’Sullivan

As factories were abandoned by techni-
cians and management, workers had to
take more and more initiative. They had
to design their own spare parts, find
alternate sources of raw materials and
work overtime to make up deficiencies.

Committees of Production were set up.
At a higher level there was'an Adminis-
trative .Council of workers and
representatives of the state. ‘With the
attempted coup in Oct. 1972, there was a
coming together of many committees in
various geographic areas; of students, of
workers, of vigilantes, of price control ete
to form community command groups.
Through these, members of each group
gained a perspective on the problems of

. the other groups. Thus women ceased to

be concerned just with their homes and
workers only with their factories.
Essentially, there emerged new forms
of democracy. There was a handing down
of state control to the mass organizations,
through functionariés created by state
decree. 0’Sullivan

According to a Chilean professor who
was here shortly after the coup, Frei the
former president, and leader of the Chris-
tian Democrats, and his friends had
connived for a very limited coup of fifteen
days, for the president to be dislodged,
and new elections held. There is now a
crisis of conscience among the Christian
Democrat leadership. Those who worked
so conscientiously through a
Parliamentary system are now without a
program. Foster

NATURE OF COUP

1 cannot believe that Chile will be an
ordinary military dictatorship in the
future. The coup was a classical example
of counter revolution. It was a movement
which to mobilize independ:
proprietors, small business men,

Excerpts from talks given
College, Toronto Sept. 30.

Speakers were: Tim Draimin,
; North and Mis
American Wo
Maurice Zeitlin,
University of
“Revolutionary
working class.
“Economy of Ul
“Structure of ti
lived in Chile I
Andreas Paj
Coordination in
Greece,

John Hutcheson
Professor of Pol

These excerpts are taken
McEwen of the Waffle News E
can be made from the originals if
(90 minutes each) to the Waffle
prepared .50 each.

who felt th d by the
transformation process, as the shock
troops of the big bourgeoisie in the
country. The ones who were really losing
were the owners of the big corporations,
the owners of big landed estates...It was a
naked and overt confrontation of classes.
The door-to-door searches in every
working class area show that the military
knew they had to destroy a class and a
class leadership. Zeitlin

This was a working class in an historical
sense, conscious of a mission, that now
had a chance to see the possibilities of the
future within its grasp, and even with the
decimation of that leadership, and even
with the tight rein that the military has at
its command, I believe we are going to
see that the meaning of revolutionary ar-
med struggle as the alternative will not be
something which will have to be taught
from abstract theory. It is something
which Allende in his dying breath finally
realized in its fullest. He said:

“I call on you now in my last moments,
not to fight for the restoration of democ-
racy in Chile, but to forge the socialist

revolution.”
M. Zeitlin

HOW THE COUP
WAS ENGINEERED

Multilateral Aid agencies and aid sour -
ces which are controlled by the United
States cut off aid to Chile. The impact
of this on a particularly vulnerable and
externally dependent economy was almost
catastrophic. The result was an economic
situation where you have cut off the
capacity to import by tieing up more and
more of Chilean foreign exchange in the
payment of debts, you have cut off access
to credits, you have cut off the capacity to
import, and you have cut off therefore,
the capacity to import food.

Specific instance of U.S. political
intervention was the U.S. money which
was floated to finance the individual

owner-operators of trucks who went on
strike, thus bringing on much of the
economic chaos in the mont j

before the coup. The truckers had struck
in September, the Chilean spring, the
year before too as it is a time when they
can most seriously affect the economy,

WORKS ON CHIL

New Chile. Prepared by the North
American Congress on Latin American
(NACLA) $2.25 from Box 57, Cathedral
Station, New York, N.Y. USA 10025.

“Chile versus the Corporations”. 2nd
ed. Published by Development Education
Centre and Latin American Working
Group. Copies available from LAWG, Box
6300, Station A, Toronto 1, Ont. at 75
cents plus postage.

Even though the coup has overthrown
Chilean democracy and its reforms are
being undone, even though Sharp has
given portion of legitimacy to tyranny and
DeHavilland can now proceed onward to
profit and glory, the fact remains that
Allende’s Chile is still very much alive to
many. The discussion elsewhere on this
page confirms that imagination is not
strained when Canada is compared to the
Chilean situation.

New Chile offers an.anti-imperialist
perspective yet it is not the thorugh-going
socialist analysis to be found in books on
the Allende years. Here the facts speak
with all their own eloquence. A necessary
Glossary and Chronology precede the
work’s two sections, The First Year
(Allende’s presidency) and Imperialism
and the Old Order. New Chile is a
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when fertilizer and feed are needed in the
countryside. Foster

U:8rcompanies also intervened through
a series of events which can be summed
up as the copper war. In the fight over
compensation, the corporations drew on

: TWO REVIEWS

compendium of NACLA Newsletter
published in 1971 and 1972, but this is an
instance where history is still news. These
reports are salted with updated tables,
documents translated from the Spanish,
the “UP” Programme of Government
and a most informative chart of foreign
investment. It is astounding to learn that
virtually all Chile’s management and
accounting services, financial institutions,
advertising, and industries like
pharmaceuticals were owned by outside
investors.

The Canadian pamphlet, ““Chile versus
the Corporations,” is a supplement to
what New Chile can tell us, for it appeals
“for an active and critical response in
Canada to the economic blockade of
Chile” and details Canadian corporate
and government interference in another
country’s affairs, particularly with regard
to copper exploitation, debt negotiations,
and arrangement for future credit. The 56

pages were assembled for church study
groups, but n is perhaps the most succinct

and ion of a
Canada which refuses to see the ironic
parallel that exists between our two
exploited countries.

the American state and the European
courts as weapons against Chile. For
example Chilean copper shipments to
Europe were held in embargo by French
courts. This is well summarized in “Chile
and the Corporations”. This also affected
for a period of time, and for a crucial
period of time, the cutting off of
Canadian private bank credit to Chile.
This was part of an international scheme
spearheaded by Kennicot and Anaconda
to discredit and put a stranglehold on
what is the lifeblood of Chile, her copper.

Martin

POLITICAL INTERVENTION
BY U.s.

The two months before the coup read
like the game logs of one of the early
plays of “Politica”, a simulation game
paid for by the U.S. Department of
Defence in 1965 and 1966, and used by
officers at the Pentagon and other
training centers ever since.

Operational training of this kind be-
comes important when you look at the
staff of what NACLA (North American
Congress for Latin America) calls the
“coup team” of Americans which was
assembled in the American Embassy in
Santiago during the period of the Allende
administration. These Americans had
been on the scene in the repression and
overthrow of ~derfiocratic " governments

well-trained in U.S. tactics. North
AND IN CANADA

At present in NORAD, Canadian forces
have been put under direct control of the
US. Government. The 1962 so-called
“Missile Crisis’’ revealed that the
Canadian government had virtually lost
ultimate authority over its own military
forces as the U.S. government began to
mobilize Canadian forces against the
Cuban government and the Cuban people
(contrary to the instructions of the
Canadian Prime Minister). Career
officers in. the Canadian military are
subject to training in the U.S. and assi-
milated into the U.S. military techmques

series of tragedies as well as of triumphs,
but always m our favour as capitalism

contrad.\ct.lons whjch it cannot solve.
Hutcheson

One might conclude that armed
struggle is the only way. One might
conclude this is going to be a hard uphill
and doubtful journey. But here let me
state my conviction that I feel it is really
wrong to look at the defeat in Greece and
the defeat in Chile and to conclude from
them that counter-revolution is going to
dominate this century.

We should not forget Vietnam and
Indo-China, where a people that

i is not well ed, has with

and

Chile was one of the few last places in
the world in which there were still
genuine parliamentary institutions with
the full panoply of freedoms in which a
socialist movement did not use that to
whittle down its demands. As it made
more profound demands for the restruc-
turing of the society it gained an
increasingly greater wider and more loyal
mass base. M. Zeitlin

The history of Chile is important to us
because Canada and Chile are linked by
the fact that they are dependent capitalist
countries in the U.S. empire... The anti-

and guerilla in Santa
Domingo, Guatamela, Brazil and so on.
Martin

ROLE OF THE MILITARY
IN CHILE

The U.S. has played a significant role in
equipping and training Chilean armed
forces personnel. Chile has ranked second
only to Brazil as a country receiving U.S.
military Aid. The U.S. trained the
military on bases in the U.S. and in the
Panama Zone where they maintain a
large CIA training center.

It has been argued that the Chilean

isie, with the collaboration of the

U.S., had taken pains to build up a strong
military institution as a counterwelght to
the growing power of the left-wing
parties.

Because Allende tried to cultivate the
officers of the armed forces, the U.P.
government continued to -accept
American military aid. It was the only
kind of American aid that Chile received.
In 1971, for example, the U.S. gave Chile
$ 5 million for transport aircraft and
paratroop equipment. North

ARMY AS POLITICAL
“CENTRE”

At- one time the military had
represented, with the Christian
Democrats, the political centre that had
to be won over for the right.

Allende had been assisted by the
commander-in-chief of the army, General
Pratts who, though not a Marxist was a
nationalist who was sympathetic to the
U.P. Program. However, by mid-August
of this year his resignation was forced by
a lack of confidence vote of his general
staff and he was followed by a general

list struggle of the working class
becomes inevitably an anti-imperialist
struggle and the central contradiction
becomes that between imperialism and
the working class. Hutcheson

CONCLUSION
The history of socialism has been a long

the aid of some other forces to be sure,
brought to its knees the technological
giant of the west.

We should not for a moment forget the
struggle in Africa, which is not going
badly (Guiné-Bissau has just proclaimed
its independence). We should not forget
that it will be difficult, despite Chile, to
keep Latin America under the boot of
fascism. And at the same time we should
take much more seriously the struggle at
home, wherever that happens to be. In
different places, in different forms, it is
the same struggle — it is a global struggle.

Andreas

IN CANADA

We can show our solidarity for the
people of Chile in many ways but ul-
timately the only way we can show
solidarity with other people in their
struggle against U.S. imperialism is in our
struggle for an independent socialist
Canada. John Hutcheson




In the furious debate going on at pre-
sent over oil prices and sources of
energy for Canada’s future, many
authorities and military groups are tak-
ing for granted that nuclear power will
provide the answer — for ample

Alternate sources of power

Y

massive quantities of water that are
used for cooling, the escape of radia-
tion into the food-chain which con-
centrates it, etc. There is also a body of
information on alternate forms of
energy, which are more compact, less
and already well on the

power, and for power.

For instance, the report from the
Federal Department of Industry,
Mines and Resources, “An Energy
Policy for Canada, Phase 1”, foresees
hydro and nuclear power sources for
the future almost exclusively. No
serious mention is made of Research
and Development of solar, geothermal
or other sources. This is not su.rprisi:g
when we consider the power exert:
by the oil lobbies, and the public funds
that have been poured into a form of
nuclear power that provides a source
of plutonium for nuclear bombs —
which Canada has been in the business
of supplying to Taiwan, India, Brazil,
Argentina etc.

To make the best use of the ten year
lead time which we are told separates
us from the end of presently known
reserves of available oil in‘€anada, it is
imperative that research funds which
come from the Canadian taxpayer be
directed in the best possible directions.

There is at present a considerable
body of information available on the
dangers connected to nuclear power
plants — the disposal
waste, some of it active for 240,000
years, the raising of the temperature of

To help in understanding the posi-
tion of the Arab states in their struggle
to liberate their lands and to support
the rights of the Palestinians to self-
determination, the EMERGENCY
COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINIAN
RIGHTS (P.0. Box 4185 Station E, Ot-
tawa) has put together a paper,
Palestine; An Historical B;

of radioactive’

way to development.

These are summarized in two
booklets, HAZARDS OF THE
PEACEFUL ATOM: and ENERGY
ALTERNATIVES, both written by
Lille D’Easum of the B.C. Voice of
Women.

In the latter an a ent is made for
using our natural gas in thermal
electric plants or in individual gas fuel
cells. The fuel cells convert the gas
directly (and economically) into
electricity. The cell consists of a
“black box” which has no moving
parts to wear out, makes no noise, is
free of vibration, and generates only
electricity and innocuous products.

1t could provide each home or office
building with its own electrical power
supply. It requires one-third less fuel
to generate the same amount of
electricity as a conventional power
plant, and is very compact.

Thermonuclear fusion, as opposed to
fission, is the process of joining, or fus-
ing the nuclei of lightweight elements.
The resulting small loss of mass is con-
verted into energy. When this occurs
new material is formed having less
total mass than the component parts.
The resulting small loss of mass is con-

STRUGGLES IN THE

struggle in Israel, and how Zionism has
worked to obliterate that struggle, the

verted into energy. It involves ex-
tremely high temperatures and
technology now on the drawing
boards.

Solar power would transform the
earth’s heat load into a usable form of
power, and there are many systems

roposed for doing this. Some have

een used reliably for ten years in the
Space program; others would
desalinate sea water in the process.

Several types of solar Fower systems
would provide units for individual
buildings. Others would use wind
power, and others sea-thermal power
which would generate power from the
different levels of heat in the oceans.

ther sources of energy include
plant algae. A plot nine miles square
could supply the energy needs of a
million people.

Geothermal power, coming from the
earth’s interior, is being tried out in
several countries.

Methane can be derived from the
organic wastes of people and animals.

jorless and non—poﬁuting, it could
meet all present energy needs, while
cutting in half the problem of sewage
and animal waste disposal.

The booklet suggests the possibility
of a network of pollution-free energy
sources.

The pamphlets are available from
Waffle News Publications, .25 cents
each. Pollution Probe Toronto has also
been collecting information.

C..McEwen

MIDEAST

from outside for its political role in the
region which leaves little prospect for
the
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the pamphlet, The Class Nature of

Israeli Society, by Haim Hane_fbi,

Moshe Machover, and Akiva Orr,. This

is"a reprint of an article first published

in New Left Review in 1971. 24 pages,
i from the E: Com-

22 pages, mimeographed, .25. It in-
cludes texts from the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, etc.

To help in understanding the class
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mittee, .25.

The article argues that although
class conflicts do exist in Israeli society
they are constrained by the fact that
the society as a whole is subsidised

of a revolutionary
movement. A revolutionar
breakthrough in the Arab world,
however, could release the activity of
the masses throughout the Arab world,
change the balance of power and thus
reduce Israel’s usefulness for im-
perialism.

Once this happens, the Zionist
regime would be open to mass
challenge from within Israel itself.

C. McEwen

Canada recognized;

always sided with the Canadians)

ON RECOGNITION

CHINA — Twenty years after the coming to power of the People’s
republic, and then only after painstaking negotiations.

CHILE — Nineteen days after a violent military coup which toppled a
democratically elected regime. This was followed immediately by the un-
blocking of credit whose denial had contributed to that coup.

SOUTH VIETNAM — The Thieu regime as the legitimate
Eovemmem. seven months after the Agreement to End the

estore Peace had laid out a process of reconciliation to be followed by
elections for a unified government. This process had been sabotaged within
the seven months by the refusal of the Canadians on the International Com-
mission for Control and Supervision (ICCS) to allow local commanders to
come together to negotiate the boundaries between their areas of control.
(Incidentally, the Indonesians on the ICCS had tried to get the Canadians to
agree to this although Mr. Sharp kept telling the world that the i

SRAEL — Following admission of Israel to the United Nations in
1949 “because it seemed a good thing to do at that time”. This was after
Israel had signed the Lausanne Protocol to settle the Palestine problem
within the framework of the 1947 U.N. partition plan, and had
mitted to the U.N. on condition that she would recognise the Palestinian
right to repatriation or compensation.
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COUNCIL DEBATES
LABOUR POLICY

The Ontario Waffle Council
met at Innisfree Farm near Wood-
stock on July 15-16. About 50
Wafflers from the southern On-
tario groups attended, Debates
centred around labour policy and
constitutional matters. Delegates
supported a statement from the
Waffle Labour Committee calling
for top priority to be given to
working with unions. A proposal
from the Ottawa group that the
Waffle not work with American
branch plant unions was defeated.

A motion for a Resources and
De-Industrialization Campaign
was passed. Tt is to be comprised
of a series of public meetings this
fall in the industrial areas of
South-Western Ontario, ending up
with a meeting on primary
resource extraction in Sudbury.
Budget of $5,000 was approved.
The meetings are to concern
themselves with ‘the general
themes in the R. and D. Cam-
paign, and with questions specific
to the region where the meeting is

HIGH COSTS PUSH

In spite of a heavy crop this year
the farmers of Renfrew County,

north of Ottawa, can expect

another year of buying high price
food, as the hay crops in the area
are not of high enough protein
levels to support cattle during the
winter.

The problem became in-
creasingly obvious when the U.S.
placed restrictions on_soybean
meal and the prices jumped
dramatically.

Thus, although there have been
increases in food prices the profits
have been eaten up by the in-
crease in seed and high protein
feeds.

In another survey done this

summer around Winchester
Springs, east of Ottawa, much the
same pattern was discovered.
Average total receipts for 1972
were $27,703 and the average total
operating costs were $23,265, leav-
ing the farmer with an average in-
come of $4,438. 58% of the
farmers had decreased profits for
the year and 17% stayed about the
same.

At one time the Renfrew area
was one of Ottawa’s major
suppliers of eggs. Since 1960 the
number.of hens and pullets has
decreased, and half of the eggs in
Ottawa stores now come from
Burlington-in Western Ontario.

Renfrew county farmers have

held.

Bonnie Brown and Jim Laxer
were elected to head it up.

Most indicated they were in
favour of a draft constitution from
the constitutional committee
which would assign central power
and responsibility to the executive
and council of the provincial Waf-
fle as opposed to the convention
and the local group. An Ottawa
resolution asking that new elec-
tions be held for the provincial ex-
ecutive immediately was

FARMER

also been forced out of
agricultural areas that could be
viable, such as poultry, swine and
sheep production. In the last 15
years swine production has
dropped by almost one-half.

If Renfrew county is to regam
its share of the Ottawa markets
and provide a reasonable living for
its farmers and other inhabitants,
{fundamental

changes. will have.t0....{

be introduced, to free the farmers
from the whims of U.S. exporter
policy, to expand the cultivation of
Horsebeans and other soybean
substitutes that do give high yields
in that area, and to guarantee a
fair return on their produce and a
decent standard of living.

PRICE FIXING SEEMS SUCCESSFUL

In these days of daily price rises —
it is interesting to read of price fixing
in China from the booklet ‘Economic
Management China 1972' by Joan
Robinson.

Since China is still mainly an
agricultural economy, the whole in-
dustrial price level is built up on the
price of grain, for this determines the
cost of living, and so the lowest wage
rate, Higher wages are calculated on
that base, which determines the whole
wage and salary bill for industry, com-
merce and administration.

The main crops, grain, vegetable
oil, sugar, tobacco and cotton are dealt
with under the national plan.
Representatives from each province
meet once a year to learn which has
had a surplus and which a deficit and
plan how these may be overcome.
Some commodities under the national
plan have nationally fixed prices. On
others the provinces fix some prices
and small collectives fix their own.

The cost of production of each com-
modity is made up of cost of materials,
cost of power, the wages and salaries,
and amortization. There is then a tax

and a planned profit. The tax rate most
often quoted was 7 per cent of ex-
factory prices. The profit for particular
commodities is set according to their
uses. For chemical fertiliser it is very
low because this is an input for
agriculture. For wine and cigarettes
they are highest, though by no means
high by our standards — 60 per cent of
selling prices.

For goods controlled by the
national plan, a standard is chosen of a
good average production (not the very
best) and the output of other ex-
terprises is priced in relation to it.

, The economic principle behind
planning retail prices is to ensure an
overall value of sales that will absorb
the overall flow of purchasing power
coming from the total money income
of the community. The money income
of the community consists of the wage
and salary bill, including walfare
funds, that enters into the costs of
goods to be sold. Expenditure from the
incomes earned in producing them
covers this part of their costs. There
are also incomes earned in ad-
ministration, the armed forces, invest-

ment and social services.

Joan Robinson says, ‘“When the
overall price level is correctly set, the
surplus, that is the excess of the sales
value of consumption goods over their
own costs, matches the excess of total
income over these costs, so that there
is neither excess nor deficiency of de-
mand relatively to supply. The Chinese
authorities have been remarkably
successful in maintaining this balance
through good times and bad.”

And again, “‘Subject to overall
balance, social policy requires that the
pattern of prices is such as to catch
purchasing power from relative lux-
uries, while making it possible for the
lowest income to afford the
necessaries of lige. In this respect also,
Chinese policy seems to succeed pretty

well.
C. Potter, Ottawa
Aug. 28, 1973.

Joan Robinson

Economic Management China 1972
Anglo-Chinese Educational Institute
Modern China Series, No. 4

defeated.

Corileen North was elected
membership secretary by
acclamation. Bob Laxer was
acclaimed co-chairman of the
educational committee along with
Julia Bass. Judy Skinner and Bela
Egyed are to head up a new
organizing committee.

A new publication Advance
was set up under the direction of
the York Waffle. It is to be a
forum for internal debate.

Copies of the Council resolu-
tion on labour have been mailed
to all members.-

PUBLICATIONS

AVAILABLE FROM
ONTARIO WAFFLE,
" TORONTO

We greet the appearance of our
sister publication, the intemal discus-

have come forth. If you have not
received them, they are available from
the address below.

Waffle Labour Committee.
Programme for Ontario Trade
Unionists. (presented at Ontario Fed.

of Labour Convention 1971) 25 cents
Canadian Resources. (A supplement
prepared by Wafflers and published in

the Last Post.) 10 cents

James Laxer. Lament for an In-
dustry. (The U.S. — Can. Auto pact,
Last Post) 10 cents

Brantford. Waffle. Papers on
Building the Waifle. (Workshop, Dec.
1972) 50 cents

BUMPER STICKERS

50 cents each (25 each, bulk orders)

The above are available from On-
tario Waffle, Box 339, Station E,
Toronto.

AVAILABLE FROM
THE OTTAWA

Robin Mathews. ‘“Independance,
Socialism, and Culture.” Ottawa Waf-
fle Educational, Dec. 1972. 25 cents

John Smart, Robin Mathews, et al.
An Annotated Reading List. (8 pages,
on independence and the cultural -
question and history of left move-
ments and thought in Canada).

Ottawa Waffle. Farming and
Manufacturing in Eastern Ontario. (5,-
000 word study with statistics) 50 cents
copies of the Waffle Manifesto for an
Independent and Socialist Canada.

Box 4291, Station E. Ottawa.

NIXON DRINKS -

*‘Nixon Drinks Canada Dry”’ buttons
50 cents each. 15 cents to Waffle
Groups in orders of ten or more.
Available from Gord Laxer, 24
Humewood Gardens, Toronto.

(March 1973), London




WAFFLE CALENDAR

‘‘Canadian Politics in Historical
Perspective” is the title of a new series
of public educationals to be sponsored
by the Toronto Waffle educational
committee during the fall. The
sessions will take place Sunda
evenings beginning October 28 at OIS|
auditorium. The series follows the
patternof last winters’ successful series
on the political economy of Canada
now published by McClelland and
Stewart under the title (Canada)
Limited

This year's course features some
new speakers and topics. Caroline and
Lorne Brown co-authors of An Unof-
ficial History of the RCMP are par-
ticipating along with Quebec historian
Stanley Ryerson and Reg. Whitaker
from " Carleton’s political science
department. The course is designed to
g;ovide a factual and historical

ckground to the evolution of con-
temporary politics in Canada as well as
describe and analyse alternative in-
terpretations of current conflicts in
Canada society.

Opening lecture this year will be
iven by Jim Laxer on the topic
“Politics, Class and the National
Policy in Canada”. Subsequent lec-
turers in addition to those mentioned
already are Mel Watkins, Robert Laxer
and John Hutcheson.

i ion fee for the
course is $10.00 (2.50 per single lec-
ture). To pre-register send cheques
payable to “Canadian Politics Course”
to 2 Sultan Street apt. 201 Toronto 5.
An advance reading list will be sent.
One can also register at the opening
lecture on October 28. :

- A year having now passed since the
regrouping of the Ontario Waffle as an
independent political formation, the
Executive has decided that 1974
memberships should be issued from
October 1 on. Existing members will
have until February 28, 1975 to renew
their membership witbout loss of
membership rights, and a further year
in which they can renew without
reapplying for membership.

e National Energy Board will be

OTTAWA SUMMER

During August, Ottawa held two
educationals on the A B C’s of labour,
and provided a panel on Waffle’s Re-
Iation to Labour and the Working Class
at a general meeting,

At the first educational, Professor
John Tglor of Carleton University
traced the uneven developmeht of
Trade Unions in Canada from the first
strike of the voyageurs in 1794 through

different headquarters in different
places had to co-ordinate their efforts
to bargain with 11 railways through the
Associated Non-Opening Unions.

At the second, a *giscnic, discussion of
Canadian Labour History from the 30's
to the (present was summarised
through three reviews of current
books. Rosemary Warskett reviewed
Irving-Abella’s book., ‘‘Nationalism,
Communism and Canadian Labour”,

.the era
until 1872 when unions were legalized,

through the formation and reforma-
tion of various joint bodies to coor-
dinate local unions into larger
groupings and the problems around the
differences in approach between
resource-based unions and industry-
based unions. Ralph Starr, Research
director of CBRT listed the many ways
the cards are stacked against workers
coming together to gain increases in
pay and better conditions of work. He
explained how 8 unions, all with

HAMILTON

The Hamilton Waffle will have
hij i every

‘Esther d chapters of
Capitalism and the National Question
in Canada, edited by Gary Teeple and

John Smart dealt with Organized
Labour and Pressure Politics a new
book on the Canadian Labour Congress
by David Kwavnick.

Panelists Nancy Stunden, Nik Aplin
and Steve Paulsson also commented
on the three books. Following a
general discussion, the afternoon
wound up with a decision to examine
current contracts in Ottawa are unions

i Rights

conducting hearings on the export of
Canadian oil sometime in October or
November. The Toronto Arctic
Research Committee is considering
the merits and contents of a Waffle
brief for these hearings. Any Waffler
who is interested or input ideas
please contact Ellie Prepas, 541
Arlington Ave., Apt. 3, Toronto.

R & D MEETINGS IN WESTERN
ONTARIO
Fri., Nov. 2 — London; Thurs., Nov. 8
— Kitchener; Thurs., Nov. 15 —
Brantford (John Richards, Sask. MLA)
Thurs., Nov. 22 — St. Catharines,
Thurs., Nov. 28 — Hamilton

The Provincial Education Com-
mittee will meet in Kitchener-
Waterloo Sunday, November 25. Bob
Laxer and Julia are the contacts.
The Annual Convention will take
lacesixi 'l;oronto on the weekend of

A special weekend educational is be-
ing planned for Jan. 12 & 13 on the
topic of social democracy.

to 1973, paperback 271 pages, $3.95.

This collection consists of edited
versions of the lectures given duri
the Toronto Waffle’s winter 197
educationals on ‘‘The Political
Economy of Canada”. Jim Laxer and
Mel Watkins contribute three chapters
each; John Hutcheson two.

Among the other contributors are
John Smart and Robin Mathews of the
Ottawa Waffle group. Appearing under
the pseudonym *“Christina Maria Hill”"
15 an essay on women by wellknown
woman Waffler in Toronto. Robert
Laxer, the volume’s editor, has written
a twenty page introduction. i

Taken as a_ whole (Canada) Ltd.
provides a good insight into the minds
and strategies of those individuals
whom the public identifies with the
Waffle in Ontario. What is new is the
critique of the NDP as a irrédeemable
social democratic formation — a
position appropriate to the Waffle’s
present existence outside the party
where it originated 1969. Following
from this is the call for a new socialist
party vxhich Mel Watkins makes in the

in respect to their
Clause.

The educational at the general
meeting centered around the p‘{:&r&s
of the demands made by the railway
workers, ‘the significance of Ma-

Rights Clauses, especially

regular b

third Monday evening of each month.
There are two labour Strikes of si%mf
cant lgroportion going on in Hamilton,
C.UP.E. Locals 5, 167, inside & out-
side workers for the City of Hamilton
were on strike for two months. The
Hamilton Waffle sent a $25 donation to
the strike-fund along with a note of
support for the striking city workers.
Also, at National Steel Car (Hamilton)
the small U.S.W.A. local there
(approx. 800 workers) has been on
strike for over 3 months now. There
was a “wildcat” there early this
spring, and a number of difficult issues
remain to be settled. The workers at
National Steel Car (a branch of
Dofasco) have had their union broken
2-3 times previously and the Hamilts

in government and related contracts
where government is given the right to
define “‘essential services” as in Bill 89
in Quebec, and the use of percentage
raises and fringe benefits to hide
attempt tosclose gap between different
le\gels of workers.

Iso examined were examples in .

Canada and other , countries where
socialist parties have been elected to
wer, always with the support of the
de Union Movement, which then
can go no further than Trade Unions
will go in creating radical social
change.
A ‘series of internal educationals
around the book Canada Ltd., is
beginning the first week of November.

Waffle is watching this situation this
summer very closely... a number of
olitical reasons (Steelworkers-vs-,
afflers; John Morgan is their staff
rep.!) havé kept the Hamilton Waffle
from offering more support to these
workers at this time.

Paul Middleton.

A series of five public lectures on
“The National Question and Socialism
in Canada is being planned to begin,

in January.

(Canada). Ltd. The political economy
of dependency edited by Robert M.
Laxer McCleH’;nd and Stewart Toron-

chapter. Canadian social «
science students will find the economic
chapters useful. They bring up to date
the analysis the Waifle first began to

ONTARIO WAFFLE
Box 339, Station 'E’
Toronto, Ontario

($5 for Income Earners and
income earners) include

where one exists.

Waffle News.

Contacts

BRANTFORD
Rick Plociennik
26 Wiltshire Drive
753-7823

HAMILTON

Paul Middleton

1001 Main St W. Apt. 1009
525-2255

KINGSTON
Magaret Hughes
162 Earl St.

LONDON
Mary Campbell
22 Byron Ave
438-0435

OTTAWA
John Smart
11 Regent St.
232-3063

ST. CATHARINES
Doug Campbell
9 Brookdale
227-3532
NORTH METRO
Cres Pascucci
245 Cranbrooke Ave
Toronto 320

3-0516
WEST METRO
Mel Watkins
485 Park side Prive
769-6091

EAST METRO
Corileen North

5 Dufresne, Apt. 1401
Don Mills

429-1008

‘Hurvcy inetsky w
459 Tupper St.

[0 ! wish to apply for membershi
ment for an independent Socialist Canada. Minimum Fees

lay down in 1969-70. For drive and
literary merit the chapters on women
and culture (by Mathews) are in a class
by themselves.

The Toronto Waffle is making
(Canada) Ltd. available to Waffle
groups and individual members at a
special rate. The address for orders is:

ntario Waffle, Box 339, Station E
Toronto. The book will be reviewed at
greater length in a later issue.

ONTARIO WAFFLE NEWS
Box 4291 Station 'E’
Ottawa, Ontario

in the Ontario Waffle-Move-

University Students; $1 for non-
subscription to Waffle News.

[0 1 wish to subscribe to Waffle News at $3.00 for 12 issues.
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Applications must be approved by the local Waffle group :
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[J | wish to donate to the Ontario Waffle or to the Ontario :

I

I
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AGORBRS. .o R S e e B 5 i v i I
Union or Professional Organization. . . . . ................ :
Teleplione, . »07 oo irl Date. v i Amount $. . . . . . 1

(Make cheques payable to Ontario Waffle or Ontario Waffle News) I




