


TRANSFORMATION ...

‘still the only magazine in Canada that deals with the theory and practice of social
change. We are not satisfied with exposing the abuses of capitalism (this is already
done by every left magazine on the continent), but will continue to concentrate on the
political practice of the liberal radicals and the so-called left, and the theory under-
lying their practice. Needless to say, we will continue to propose an alternative
course to the building of an effective and dynamic Canadian left.
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are still available of the first three well-received issues. They have contained artic-
les such as the first editorial, "Towards an authentic Canadian left'’, ""The fallacy
‘of 'community control'', "Organizing 'the poor' - against the working class', "The
alienation of radical theatre', '"Photography and the powerless', '"The house of
horrors that Jack built: a look at early childhood literature', '""Children's play and
official playgrounds', '"Sociology misconstrues the working class', and '""Working
people misunderstood: a review of James Lorimer's book', as well as in-depth
interviews with workers, "Two miners: interviews with a Canadian and Swedish

miner'”, and "Makers of our daily bread: an interview with two bakery workers".
(Individual copies of back issues, 60 cents, bulk rates 40 cents each for over ten

copies. )
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A six-issue subscription costs $5. 00 ($10. 00 institutional) and includes occasional
reprints of helpful materials. Now available Cristopher Caudwell's ""Pacifism and
violence: a study of bourgeois ethics', and ""Two articles on alienation of labour™
(Judson Gooding's revealing article, '"Blue collar blues on the assembly line" and
Bill Watson's ""Counter-planning on the shop floor'"). Fill in a subscription coupon
on page 63. |

Aduhibutory wanted

We are looking for individuals and groups who would be interested in taking over the |
distribution of TRANSFORMATION in their particular locality. It would entail looking
after selective bookstore distribution, as well as making TRANSFORMA TION avai-
lable on literature tables at various meetings and conferences. Need practical and
responsible individuals whom we can depend on. Please write to us.
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Nothing aggravates us as much as to see xeroxed copies of our articles circulating
far and wide. This is done particularly by people in the government and university
circles, who apparently rather see Xerox corporation benefit from our labour than

help us keep solvent. We have ample copies available for bulk amounts when needed,
and will mail them promptly. So please think twice before you xerox!
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LETTERS

weaknesses pointed out

I have read the first three issues of TRANSFOR-
MATION, which I think have been really excellent.
Your magazine is doing an efficient demolition job not
just of the normal ideological output of our universities,
but also of the much more subtle ideological fog raised,
often with the best intentions in the world, by radical
professionals and intellectuals who want social change,
human liberation and all that, but are absolutely incap-
able of locating themselves accurately in the society in
which they operate - and are therefore incapable of
doing much more than sowing confusion by failing to
recognize the existence of social classes and the centra-
lity of the labour process.

One weakness I detect in the magazine (and perhaps
this is unfair, given your emphasis on the essential
task of orienting the activists away from their mindless

and dead-end populism), is its failure , S0 far, to lo-
cate and describe the current oppositional forces and

tendencies within their historical context. Also, there
is the problem you have so far ducked, of intra- class

contradictions within the Canadian working class - as

well as between the elements of a left-nationalist coa-
lition that you seem to see as the immediate strategic
task of the left.

A.W., Peterborough, Ontario

(Editor's reply: Iwould like to comment briefly
on the question of a left-nationalist coalition, that the
writer suggests TRANSFORMATION sees ''as the imme-
diate strategic task of the left". I have so far only va-
guely talked about ''an authentic Canadian left", and

only in this issue is there further elaboration on the
question of "what kind of left" (see, "The impoverish-
ment of the Canadian left"). What I see happening is

that although the '"national question™ (i.e. growing
contradictions between Canada and U.S.) creates a
fertile ground for political developments, a real
"moment" for the left - there is no left to benefit from
this situation. There are individuals wandering in and
around the movements, which all are inadequate move-
‘ments. Critically thinking people leave these groups
after brief encounters and only the most limited (sec-
tarian-religious) people stay for any length of time.

So, in this sense no coalition is possible between any

of the left groups, nationalist or internationalist, and

I would never advocate that we attempt such a coalition.
On the contrary: a left has to be built from scratch ,

and presently we need people of movement builder
calibre, people who are capable of becoming creative
Marxists (as elaborated in the lead article). These
people have to learn to intervene in an organized

fashion in all left and left-liberal activities taking

place and they have to advocate the creation of a certfain
kind of movement. Within the next few years the found-
ation of a sound left will have to be built.)

reservations about our politics

This is first of all to inform you that 1 have recent-
1y had the opportunity to read the first issues of TRANS
FORMATION. I strongly support the idea of a critical
Marxist magazine, which would deal at a relatively

analytic level with basic issues in Canadian society,

with left theory and practice. I basically liked the con-
tent of your magazine. I thought most of your criticisms
of left groups' practices in Canada were right on. 1
also thought articles on the liberalism of ""community

_control" were penetrating. However, I must confess thi

that I have some reservations about your politics. 1
was especially displeased about your inconsistency

(gi ven the definition of Marxism you proposed - cente-
red around class politics and analysis), in not critici-
zing certain types of supposedly radical left nationalisn
such as the Canadian Liberation Movement. I have de-
veloped a rapidly growing personal prejudice against
their analysis and politics. I might add that I am any-
thing but a doctrinaire anti-nationalist (of the all-natio-
nalism-is-reactionary variety). I think it is imperative
that Canadian activists have some understanding of the
concrete situation of their country, its history, socio-

economic development, cultural traditions, etc., in
order for them to be effective. I also recognize the ne-
cessity for anti-imperialist struggle. I am willing to
give guarded support to certain of the more socialistic
elements (in the Waffle) on this issue. However, the
recognition of the nation as the currently operating
historical-political-cultural unit, does not go as far
as love of patria. I believe that the nation-state has

to be smashed or at least eventually allowéd to wither

‘away. I consider groups such as the CLM, who at

times degenerate to the level of ideas such as "'patrio-
tism' and "treason', to be racist, social fascist and
utterly incompetent Marxists at their ‘worst. From mjy
point of view I hope that your magazine steers well aw:
from this course and in fact more explicitly repudiates
it - otherwise I may have trouble supporting you on po
litical grounds.
H.L., Toronto, Ontario

(Editor's note: See criticism of the Canadian
Liberation Movement in the lead article of this issue.)

the left is in a confused state

We think TRANSFORMATION is really good - parti-
cularly when the left is in such a confusing state it is
good to read sone thing which gives a solid working
class position on matters affecting Canadians.

J.T., Yukon Territor]

continued on pa'ge 62
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LETTER TO THE READERS

The fourth issue of TRANSFORMATION has been
long in coming. There are reasons for that delay and
we would like to explain them briefly.

When we first got started, we assumed that there
would be a great interest in the kind of clarification
and analysis that we proposed to provide, and that we
would fill an important gap as far as Canadian left
publications go. We were right! The response to
TRANSFORMATION has been enthusiastic, to put it
mildly. The subscriptions have increased rapidly,
despite a lack of any real advertising campaign on
our part (we couldn't afford it), and in the right book-
stores our sales have been excellent. We have been
thoroughly encouraged by the comments from our rea-
ders, as exemplified in the letters published in the
third and fourth issues.

So, our problem has not been in finding readers.
But what came as a (slow) shock to us was that there
are very few intellectuals in Canada today, capable
of and/or interested in doing critical analyses of
social practice, and undertaking thorough, time-con-
suming investigations of critical issues. Very little
is being written in the left publications in Canada
that would go beyond standard exposes (usually on
economic matters) or the usual griping about capita-
lism and imperialism. Most of this amounts to not-
hing but vigorous fistshaking and fingerwaving at the
"system'', with no attempt to deal with what has to be
done.

Theoretical struggle, so essential to social change
and movement building, is under these circumstances
completely missing, as are analyses of the state appa-
ratus in its various forms (law and the courts, psych-
iatry, public education, state radio and television, the
National Film Board, and different state agencies that
intervene in the daily lives of the Canadian people), and
of other institutions through which the capitalist class

‘maintains its hegemony (such as the family, the trade-

unions, religious organizations, bourgeois arts and
sciences, the media and so on). More significantly, no-
where can you find critical examinations of varieties of
left practice, past and present. This is the kind of
foundation work that remains yet to be done, and with-

out which we cannot develop any effective collective
political practice.

The inability/unwillingness of the left intellectuals,
whose responsibility it is to provide such analyses, to
actually to do their work, comes down to the fact that
the universities are succeeding in producing not intel-
lectuals, but petty-bourgeois careerists and anti-intel-
lectuals (people still feel proud of dropping out of uni-
versities, rather than struggling it out there as well,

and they boast about rejecting all knowledge and all
theory in favour of the shallowest kind of "activism'').
Canadian intellectuals, of course, would have to be-
come practicing intellectuals, i.e. critics and de-mys-
tifiers of the capitalist order, before they can be one
bit helpful to the working class in this country.

Another syndrome of the theoretical/practical
backwardness of the Canadian left intellectuals and
activists, has been the fact that they have caved in en
masse in front of the state's counterinsurgency prog-
rammes (Local Initiatives Program, Opportunities
for Youth, and others), through which they have been
tied up since last summer in useless ""research and
action projects', detrimental to the working class
and devastating to their own political development.
The state has in fact succeeded in creating out of these
activists a permanent welfare elite, that lives from
project to project, grant to grant. It is significant
that after a year's experience of state financed ''radi-
cal'’ activities, barely one critical self-examination
has been published by any of the participants (exclu-
ding some whining accounts on how the government
has not been ''fair" to the grant receivers, and some
"clever' advise on how, supposedly, to rip off these
grants!) We have, therefore, taken it upon ourselves
to provide a thorough analysis of the capitulation of
Canadian radicals, in our next issues.

Some self-criticism is in order here, too. If we
would have understood a year ago, as we do now, how
profoundly pathological the Canadian left is, and how
weak and incompetent the radical activists and left
intellectuals are, we would not have promised to pub-
lish a magazine every two months. We would have sta-
ted then, as we must now, that TRANSFORMATION
will be an irregular publication until such a time when
enough people will emerge to do serious intellectual/
self-critical work.

What this means is that we intend to continue to
publish, despite the rather considerable difficulties
in our way, and in order to go on with our work, we
need your continued support, both in terms of money
and constructive criticism. We will continue to need
subscriptions, as bookstore sales are a give-away
from our point of view, with most bookstores taking
a 40% cut. We also need bulk orders for study groups,
political formations, conferences, university classes,
trade union caucuses and so on, since these latter
have been the most effective and economical methods
of distributing TRANSFORMATION.

We sincerely hope that this issue has been worth
waiting for. On our part, we will be waiting for your
critical response. m "
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By Marjaleena Repo

“Marxism is a theory of liberation or it is nothing”, Raya Dunayevskaya, Marxism and freedom.

Perhaps the most visible phenomenon (and the
most painful) on the scene of social change in
Canada today, is the lack of any real left alterna-
tive to either bourgeois or liberal radical politics.
The left in its totality consists of small groupings
and tiny organizations, all equally alienated from
the working class population and unable to effec-
tively challenge the power of the present rule and
the systematic disorganization of the working
class, undertaken by the liberal radical elements.
On the contrary, these left groups that appear to
compete with the middle class radicals, do so
only in terms of out-doing the latter in liberalism
and misleadership. Thus, for instance the Com-
munist Party of Canada, in its desperate atte mpts
to overcome its prolonged alienation from the
working class, can be found participating in such
anti-working class developments as "'poor peo-
ple's" groups and public housing tenants' groups -
which have tended to be more and more the same -
not as a critical element, confronting the

1

theoretical-practical shortcomings of these groups,

but following instead whatever direction the dom-
inant elements in these groups - the declassed,
often lumpenized working class elements are tak-
ing.2 With its presence, it so happens, the Com-
munist Party helps to legitimize these groups and
to perpetuate them, since although incapable of
providing theoretical leadership, the party mem-
bers involved in these organizations make avail-

able their organizational skills from running mim-
eographing machines to helping with briefs and
other materials.3

The Trotskyists, likewise, have made it their
long standing practice to support a whole variety
of separate interest group activities, and are mak-
ing, in effect, sure that these fragmented activi-

1) See two articles in previous issues of TRANSFOR-
MATION, both of which deal with the role played by
the liberal radicals, ""The fallacy of community con-
trol" and "Organizing 'the poor' - against the working
class', in vol. 1, no. 1 and no. 2.

2) This requires some clarification. The "poor peo-
ple's" groups we have already dealt with in earlier
issues, but the tenant organizing has to be examined
and analyzed in a later issue. Suffice it to state that
most, if not all of tenant organizing in Canada is dir-
ectly financed by the state. A detailed and thorough
examination of the state financing of "radical' activi-
ties in Canada, will appear in our {fifth issue.

3) Recently, after the second "Poor People's Confer-
ence'', held in Toronto, a new group was formed, Ont-
ario Anti- Poverty Association, in which members of
the Communist Party play significant roles. It could
be said that without the Party involvement, the group
would not exist today, and would not be in receipt of
close to $100, 000 in state funds.
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ties remain fragmented. Thus, despite the fact
that they call themselves a movement, with a
definite program (which by itself is a reflection of
an attempt to deal with the totality of experiences
under capitalism), they have, for the last decade
at least, been taking over very primitive attempts
to deal with a particular group's oppression - and
made sure that these attempts remain primitive!

The anti-war movement in Canada, the women's
movement - all initially narrow concerns, remain
narrow through the active interference of the Trot-
skyists, presently in control of the anti-war and
what is left of the women's movement. The anti-
war movement which long since should have star-
ted talking about the war in Quebec and the strong-
hold of imperialism over Canada - talks only about
Vietnam and the WUS, with lame references to
""Canadian complicity''. The women's movement,
which began as an expression of increasing num-
bers of women understanding their overall oppres-
sion, talks nothing but abortion today and has been
reduced, for all practical purposes, to a lobby for
making abortion easier. Similarly, the Trotsky-
ists in the tenants groups, talk housing and only
public housing at that - as if that was all there is
to working class existence in public housing pro-
jects. It is expected that they will soon talk gay -
in order to take over the Gay Liberation Move-
ment - although what is sorely needed now is a
radical critique of homosexuality and not its
wholesale endorsement.

On the West Coast, it appears that a so-
called revolutionary movement, the Partisan
Party, has taken over the role of liberal radicals.
It is they who are advocating "community control™
(over the police, for instance) and attempt to
organize "the poor" (welfare recipients, the unem-
ployed, and "street people'). And they are ad-
vocating these things not by introducing a working
class content to the vacuous demands, but by pre-
senting these same "classless' concepts with an a
abundance of ''revolutionary' rhetoric of the Power
to the People variety.

The rest of.the Canadian left, the Canadian
Party of Labour (CPL), an extension of the U.S,
Progressive Labour Party and clearly dominated
by it, the relatively recent formation, the Can-
adian Liberation Movement (CLM), the Commun-
ist Party of Canada (calling itself, for some un-
known reason, '"Marxist-Leninist"', CPC (M-L),
the Canadian Weathermen imitators such as the
Red Morning in Toronto and New Morning in Hal-
ifax, and a new development, the East Coast
Socialist Movement (ECSM), remain both physi-
cally and theoretically absent from the issues
affecting the Canadian working class, unless these
are strictly labour union struggles, such as strikes
and the demand for Canadian unions. The so-called
“"anti-imperialist" struggles, advocated by various
groups tend to remain within the confines of the
campuses, and have little or no relevance to work-
ing people in this country, such as the 85% quota
on university teachers, advocated by the CLM,
which is in reality nothing more than a demand

8

for "jobs for educated Canadians' - hardly a
radical (going to the roots, that is) demand. The

same can be said about the petition campaign
("National Petition for People's Canada''), initia-
ted by CPC (M-L), in which they collect signa-
tures for assorted - and often repetitive -
statements, such as '""Canada belongs to the people",
"The Canadian people have every right to kick the
U.S. imperialists out of Canada', and "The
Canadian people have the sacred and inviolable
right to fulfill their national aspirations of
independence and the building of a prosperous
Canada'. The petition has circulated on the
campuses, where students are sufficiently alien-

ated from any reality to perhaps even sign it (about
10, 000 people are supposed to have signed it), j
since it commits them to nothing at all. But try
to take the petition to working men and women in
this country, and the first person with a head on
their shoulders would point out that it is totally
absurd to collect signatures for something that
cannot be "petitioned', namely independence and
socialism. Meanwhile the busy-work of the
petitioneers continues. ..

In its present state of alienation from
the society around it, the organized left in Canada
can not, it goes without saying, be the slightest bit
helpful to those activists, students, workers and
professionals alike, who are prepared to move
beyond liberal radical and narrowly economic
demands. Those few activists who might venture
near the left organizations, seeking some real
direction, invariably become turned off left
politics in general and what is offered to them as
"Marxism" in particular. Others simply find the
left activities from the ultra- Maoists to the
Waffle - ritualistic, bizarre and lacking in human
content - and therefore do not even go near them.
Unfortunately in both cases the activists' political
development becomes arrested - a condition
prevalent among activists all over Canada and
in all walks of life.

It can then be said - and this will be
repeated over and over again in this article - that
the major obstacle to the development of a
dynamic, vital, creative Canadian left, in touch
with the needs and aspirations of the oppressed
humanity in this country (working class men and
women, native peoples, the Quebecois), is not
the ruling class, the state and its various sectors
but the left itself. Whereas the ruling class

obstructs by design and from its class perspec-
tive, the left obstructs out of ignorance and sheer
incompetence. The former one understands and
struggles with, the latter is harder to forgive,
since as Henri Lefevbre so aptly puts it:

"The wor‘ft alienation is the blocking up of devel-
opment. "

4) Henri Lefevbre, Sociology of Marx, Vintage Books,
1969, p. 9. T



The undialectical left

What, then makes the left so incompetent?

There is one critical failure that encompas-
ses all of the present left groups from the old
Communist party to the newest developments.

This is their inability to perceive reality dialecti-
cally and to deal with it (to act) accordingly. This
inability - as I will take the opportunity to demon-
strate - has lead to the gross failure of the left

to deal with the quality of life (the experience

of living) in a (relatively) highly developed

accurately be called "economist', and which sees
man as ""homo economicus™, a largely and often
purely economically motivated animal. The left
will talk about ""imperialism'’, "capitalism',
"bosses'", '"exploitation'’, ""profits'’, and so on -
but only in terms of how these phenomena affect
one's pocket book. What they will not talk about

is the central experience in a capitalist society
(and, sorry.to say, in many so-called socialist
societies as well) which Marx called '"alienation
of labour'’, the estrangement of the producing man
from his product (be it a thing, a service, an idea

or a work of art) and through this from himself and

industrial society. All groups and formations,
without exception, share a view which can

his fellow human beings (see Note on alienation
of labour, p. 9). This experience, as we will

Note on alienation of labour

"What constitutes the alienation of la-
bour? First, that the work is external to
the worker, that it is not part of his nature;
and that, consequently, he does not fulfill
himself in his work but denies himself,
has a feeling of misery rather than well
being, does not develop freely his mental
and physical energies but is physically ex-
hausted and mentally debased. The worker
therefore feels himself at home only dur-
ing his leisure time, wheareas at work he
feels homeless. His work is not voluntary,
but imposed, forced labour. It is not the
satisfaction of a need, but only a means
for satisfying other needs. Its alien char-
acter is clearly shown by the fact that as
soon as there is no physical or other com-
pulsion, it is avoided like the plague. Ex-
ternal labour, labour in which man alien-
ates himself, is a labour of seli-sacrifice,
of mortification. Finally, the external
character of work for the worker is shown
by the fact that it is not his own work but
work for someone else, that in work he
does not belong to himself but to another
person,' (Marx, "Alienated labour', in
'Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts. )

For a beginning discussion of how bourge-

ois sociologists ignore the phenomenon of "ali-

enation of labour', see the review of James
Lorimer's Working people, in TRANSFORMA-
TION, vol. 1, no. 3. For an elaboration on
how so-called Marxists also have ignored the
concept, one would do well to read Raya Dun-
ayevskaya's much neglected work, Marxism
and Freedom (first published in 1958 and re-
cently with a new paperback edition), and Is-
tvan Meszaros Marx's theory of alienation
(Merlin Press, 19770, should be out in paper-
back also), as well as Henri Lefevbre's work,
Sociology of Marx, Dialectical Materialism,

and his most recent, Everyday life in the mod-

ern world, Of these Dunayevskaya's book is

by far the most readable, since she has a pas-
sion and ablility to communicate to the oft for-

gotten "average reader'', whereas Meszaro's

work reads like a PHD thesis and Lefevbre,
despite his brilliant insight into the meaning
of Marx, and the distance between Marx and
the s',-called Marxists, has forgotten that
there are people outside university circles who
want to know, Thus he writes unnecessarily
obscurely.

All these authors understand the political
significance of the rejection of the concept of

""alienation of labour' by the organized left.

As Lefevbre puts it:
"For many and obscure reasons institu-
tional Marxism refuses to listen to talk of
alienation. It either rejects the concept or
accepts it only with reservations and pro-
visos. The dogmatists see it merely as a
staging post in Marx's thought, quickly su-
perseded on the one hand by his discovery
of dialectical materialism as a philosophy
and on the other hand by his formulation
of a scientific political economy. (Capital).
To them it seems misguided to bring back
the concept of alienation, independently of
any idealist systematization, so as to make
use of it in the critical analysis of 'reality’
and incorporate it in the categories of so-
cial sciences (especially sociology) or so
at least they pretend. Why? Obviously for
political reasons which are both short-term
and short-sighted. We cannot confine the
use of the concept of alienation to the study
of bourgeois societies. It may enable us to
to uncover and criticize numerous forms
of alienation (of women, of colonial and ex-
colonial countries, of work and the worker,
of 'consumer societies', of the bourgeoisie
itself in the society it has fashioned in ac-
cordance with its own self-interests, etc.),
but it also enables us to uncover and criticize
ideological and political alienations inside
socialism, particularly during the Stalinist
period. Institutional Marxists choose to re-
ject the concept so as to avoid such risks
and to blunt its cutting edge." (From the
foreword to the Fifth Edition, Dialectical
materialism, Jonathan Cape, 1968, pp. 16-17)




find out, is ignored and belittled by the left as
something trivial and "private'" - in contrast to
the ""substantial” content of economics. Not sur-
prisingly, since the left in its totality does not
understand the actual concerns and life experi-
ences of the people they claim to represent, it
remains permanently distant from these very
people.

On the reverse side, the working class in
its totality is barely aware of the fact that the
left exists: it knows the left groupings from in-

frequent newspaper reports of political demonstra-
tions, from occasional newspapers and leaflets
handed out to them (if they happen to be on a
strike), and the once-in-a~while political posters
which appear so out of place in a working class
neighbourhood, calling the inhabitants to protest
the war in Vietnam, to join an "anti-imperialist
struggle' or an "area revolutionary co mmittee"

or just simply to "'smash imperialism'' or to
""'smash racist unemployment".

One would think that the left in Canada
would be most acutely aware of its alienation,
its lack of impact, and that there would be an
ongoing, systematic investigation as to the
roots of that alienation. Nothing of this nature is
taking place, however. No discussion, debate,
theoretical struggle, seli-criticism, or re-
evaluation of positions. On the contrary, all pre-
tend on the one hand that they are making great
strides. On the other hand, when cornered, they
put blame on the Canadian working class, which
acoording to them hasn't yet reached the level
of consciousness required for them to embrace
these would-be vanguard groups.?® There are
references to the corrupting influence of the
"affluent society' and optimism about "objective
conditions" worsening so as to send the working
class running to their patiently waiting saviours.
The real possibility that these left groups have
nothing to offer to the working class - in the past,
in the present or in the future - has not yet i
entered the collective awareness of the left. If
this possibility were to be seriously entertained,
it just might be the end of the existing formations -
and the beginning of something qualitatively dif-
ferent. The participants of these groups just
might discover, that economics - the pocket
book - is not where it is at on this continent, or
perhaps anywhere in the world.

What the question of ""dialectics' and "alien-
ation of labour" then comes down to is that these
two terms cover complex realities, and are not
just convenient terms that indicate that one has
read the "right" books. To be undialectical, re-
fers to a life-long process, to which we, all of
us living under capitalism (and under so-called
socialism and communism) are subjected to, and
through which we are deprived of our critical
intellect and creative expression. And not to
understand the concept of "alienation of labour' is
to fail to understand the totality of our experience
in these societies. This totality of experience is,

berals who never connect alienation to its struec-
tural roots. It is therefore a real crime that the
left simply ignores all manifestations of aliena-
tion and is hung-up on something it calls "eco-
nomics."

This article, then, very specifically
attempts to describe, ever so briefly, what capi-
talism does to human beings - including those
who call themselves theleft - and how the left
is unable to challenge the processes by which
this system takes hold of our bodies and souls,

mutilating and crippling us until the great ma-
jority of us are unable to resist or rebel against

a most brutal and anti-human social order, and are
particularly incapable of transforming it into any-
thing qualitatively different.

The left, in other words, merely reproduces
the same processes that bourgeois society creates,
although under different labels. Instead of a
church there is the political organization that re-
quires total subservience and an uncritical atti-
tude on the part of its members. And, to take
another example, instead of advocating qualita-
tively different male-female relationships, the
left offers puritanism (Maoists), promiscuity
(the attempts of the elements on the New Left to
"smash monogamy''), and homosexuality (Gay
Liberation, as supported by various left groups
today. eg. the Trotsyists, the Waffle, Women' s
Liberation), all phenomena which are literally
forced on us by the present social order.

(On this question of sexuality, the left has failed
to develop a concept of healthy sexuality, for the
simple reason that more often than not these
groups regard sexuality as a '"private matter",
and not as a major political issue that it truly is.)

What, then, is dialectics?

The task of making intelligible the aliena-
tion and experiential impoverishment of the Ca-

‘nadian left, would have to start with a brief dis-

cussion of dialectics. With a dialectical approach,
I mean a mode of perceiving reality which takes
into account the material forces and concrete
conditions behind various phenomena (social,
economic, cultural, psychological, physiological,
etc.), understands the interconnection between

' these phenomena, and at the same time views all

phenomena as active processes, constantly going
through quantitative and qualitative changes,
which are the results of internal contradictions
inherent in all phenomena. (This means that all
matter, all phenomena change from within and
are not dependent on "external factors' - in

socio-political contexts called "outside agitators'.)

It is important to remember that without the
inclusion of the active process historical materi-
alism alone becomes rapidly the most mechanis-
tic kind of materialism, a simpleminded deter-

5) If it is not the "apathy' of the working class, it is
"labour bosses' or some such thing, holding back the
revolutionary impulses of the workers.

of course, systematically mystified by the ruling
elements and not understood by the radical 1li-
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The Canadian left has long ago ceased to understand the everyday existence of working class people.

minism that argues - quite seriously - that
economic conditions '"'cause" everything - includ-
ing revolutions, and forgets that 'cause'" and
"effect'” are themselves in a dialectical relation-
ship, i.e. interconnected and affected by each
other. It is equally important to keep in mind
that an emphasis on "continuous change' without
the connecting of various phenomena to their his-
torical and social (i.e. material) roots, is nothing
but glorification of change for the sake of change
and an excuse for doing nothing. Since everything
is always in "flux'' there is no point in interven-
tion, an ideology so well represented by Marshall
McLuhan, that gift to the advertising industry..
The point here is, that one can be un-dialectical
and anti-dialectical about dialectics, as well
Although this discussion cannot examine in
depth the nature of dialectical thought, some ex-
amples are necessary to illustrate what is meant
with "dialectical approach'. (see '"Lenin on dia-
lectics", p.12) For example, in order to deal
effectively With a complex social phenomenon
such as a political movement (organization) one
would have to deal with the material forces -
economic, social and political conditions, psycho-

logical needs - which gave rise to the movement
in the first place. At the same time one would
have to deal with the contradictions within the
movement, through which it constantly changes.
(Everything changes; if there is no visible growth
and development, there is slow stagnation leading
to the death of the organization.)

Thus a working class organization develops
as a result of economic and social pressures, and
because a lack of political representation by the
existing political parties. Such a movement can
contain within itself different segments of the class,
with differential experiences and special interests,
resulting in an ongoing "push and pull' between the
various elements. The welfare recipients within
such an organization would invariably demand more
income, while the working people in the same organi-
zation would be opposed to any increase in their
taxes. If these demands are perceived undialec-
tically as mutually exclusive, the end result will
be that this organization cannot continue, but that
the two elements will separate and continue to make
the above demands in isolation from and opposi-
tion to each other. (This is in fact what has hap-
pened in Canada where potentially viable commun-
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ity organizations in working class districts have
split into Residents' Association (i.e. Homeowners)
and Tenants and/or ""Poor people's" groups. They
don't see eye to eye on any issue.) .

If these demands are approached dialectically,
however, it becomes clear that in this particular
case they are not at all mutually exclusive: the
demand for more welfare and for lower taxes can
both be met by the mutual demand of redistribu-
tion of taxes so that corporations would pay a far
more substantial share than they presently do. 6
The contradiction that initially existed, would
then have produced qualitative changes in the na-
ture of the organization and allowed unity at a
different level. (Other contradictions might con-
tinue to exist and new ones appear, necessitating

a similar dialectical treatment. For instance,
male/female, parent/non— parent, adult/child,
and similar contradictions, if not understood,
can ;aecome major obstacles in movement build-
ing. -
All contradictions are capable of being re-
solved through the same process of thesis
(Workers: "In order to be fully human, we have
to be able to control production from beginning

to end"), antithesis (Owners : ""In order to con-
tinue securing our profits and privileges, we have

- to control production, and that includes you,

6) See, "Taxes and transfers", in Adams, Cameron,
Hill and Penz, The real poverty report, M. G. Hurtig
Ltd., 1971, for a full discussion of the grossly inequi-
table tax structure in Canada.

" Lenin on dialectics

Lenin, in his Philosophical Notebooks, in-
dicates the complexity and the richness of the
dialectical approach as opposed to the present
day simpleminded cliche- mongering about "dia-
lectics'':

"One of the definitions of dialectics,

1) the determination of the concept out of

itself (the thing itself must be considered

in its relations and in its development);

2) the contradictory nature of the thing it-

self (the other of itself), the contradictory

forces and tendencies in each phenomenon;

3) the union of analysis, and synthesis.

Such, apparently, are the elements of dia-

lectics.

One could perhaps present these elements
in greater detail as follows:

1) the objectivity of consideration (not ex-

amples, not divergences, but the Thing-in-

itself),

2) the entire totality of the manifold rela-

tions of this thing to others,

3) the development of this thing (phenom-

enon, respectively, its own movement, its

own life. )

4) the internally contradictory tendencies

(and sides) in this thing.

5) the thing (phenomenon, etc.) as the

sum and unity of opposites.

6) the struggle, respectively unfolding, of

these opposites, contradictory strivings,

ete,

7) the union of analysis and synthesis -

the break-down of the separate parts and

the totality, the summation of these parts.

8) the relations of each thing (phenomenon,

etc.) are not only manifold, but general,

universal. Each thing (phenomenon, pro-
cess etc.) is connected with every other.

9) not only the unity of opposites, but the

transitions of every determination, quali-

ty, feature, side, property into every oth-
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er (into its opposite ?).

10) the endless process of the discovery of

new sides, relations, etc.

T1) the endless process of the deepening of

man's knowledge of the thing, of phenomena,

processes, etc. from appearance to ess-
ence and from less profound to more pro-
found essence.

12) from co-existence to causality and

from one form of connection and reciprocal

dependence to another, deeper, more gen-
eral form.

13) the repetition at a higher stage of cer-

tain features, properties, etc. of the lower

and

14) the apparent return to the old (negation

of the negation)

15) the struggle of content with form and

conversely. The throwing off of the form,

the transformation of the content.

16) the transition of quantity into quality

and vice versa (15 and 16 are examples of 9)

In brief, dialectics can be defined as the
doctrine of the unity of opposites. This em-
bodies the essence of dialectics, but it
requires explanations and development."

From, Howard Selsam and Harry Martel,

Reader in Marxist Philosophy, (Internation-

al Publishers, 1963, pp. 351-52,)

I fully agree with Martin Glaberman's
statement in his useful discussion of dialectics,
Mao as a dialectician, (available from the au-
thor, 1443 Bewitk, Detroit, Michigan, 48214,
U.S.A., 50 cents), in which he says, after
quoting the above passage:

"I quote this in full not because it succeeds

embodying the totality of dialectics, but be-

cause it indicates Lenin's awareness of di-

alectics as a process of constant change, of

relationships being constantly transformed,
of ever newer and deeper insights and dis-

coveries." (p. 8)




‘workers'), and going beyond (NOT "synthesis",

but transcendence), a new system is created in
which profits can no longer by made for the benefit
of a few individuals, the position of masters is thus
being abolished, as is the subject class of people;
individuals from both classes can then (in theory)
continue to exist as co-producers. (In practice,
however, we know from recent history all over the
globe, that the oppressor class is not interested in
a democratic majority decision to abolish itself as
a class, therefore the implementation of the solu-
tion has become a political /military problem.)

The point here is that there is always a solution
to a problem (thesis-antithesis locked into their res-
pective positions), since dialectical thought takes
one beyond the simple either-or dichotomies, the
apparently "insoluble contradictions' presented by
formalistic thought, so essential to the maintenance
of the status quo. A case in point of the latter was
Prime Minister Trudeau's recent reponse to the Sen-
ate Committee on Poverty report's recommendation
of a guaranteed annual income, a response which
had an appearance of logic and fact: "We cannot af-
ford it." This is where much of the discussion end-
ed in the newspapers and other media, with journal-
ists and commentators protesting these "unfortun-
ate circumstances", but nevertheless '""conceding to
the demands of reality''. And this is where it ends
for much to the working population (for instance,
those who called in on open-line radio programs),
who accept the "conventional wisdom' of the es-
tablishment without any visible resistance. In
reality, the question opens itself up to a complete-
ly different inquiry at another level: How come
there isn't enough money? How can we get more?
Which then leads again to the question of taxing
the profiteers and nationalizing industry. Dia-
lectical thought, of course, is revolutionary by
its very nature since it pushes beyond the accep-
ted order of things as these things are reflected
in language and formal logic, in the immutable
either /ors which can only create despair in those
individuals and groups who are struggling to find
solutions to whatever problems affect them and
society at large.

Take another example of dialectical pro-
cesses in operation. As is widely recognized
(although not truly understood), good, that is,
human, affectionate and equal male-female re-
lationships are made practically impossible by
the present society. Male and female children
are systematically brought up to be each others
opposites; both are mutilated to fit outdated,
brutal concepts of ""maleness' and "femaleness"
(boys don't cry, girls aren't supposed to be good
at sports). By emphasizing and exaggerating dif-
ferences between the sexes, differences which by
themselves are quite ll_mited, girls and boys, men
and women, find themselves permanently estranged
from each other.6a

The ideology of romantic love and marriage
serve the function to cover up this alienation
(people are supposed to, suddenly and magically,
to find "love and happiness'), and exploits the
profound longings that exist in everyone of us for

sexual fulfillment, love and meaningful human
contact. Marriage presently becomes the trap
where most of us, at one point, find ourselves,

in, when we realize that two people living together
cannot, single-handedly and with little knowledge,
overcome the serious obstacles that the social
order sets for male/female relationships. As it

happens, people turn against each other, blaming
the other person for the mutual misery that ex-
ists.. Some manage to excape from the trap - but
for each one person that dares to publicly chal-
lenge the ideology of love and marriage by separa-
tion, divorce or desertion, there must be literally
hundreds and thousands, the mass of people, who
are afraid to leave the trap. There is the '""reli-
gious' factor, guilt and shame about one's "failure"
-and deepseated fear of authority and social disap-
proval that prevent masses of individuals from
breaking away from deteriorated, unhappy rela-
tionships. (It still happens that parents disown
their divorced children and that friends reject
one after a marriage "breakdown', i.e. the fears
are based on social realities, and are not imagined.) 7
Now, what is relevant to this discussion is
what happens to the "normal couples', those peo-
ple who work hard to preserve a front to the world,
of everything being O.K. This is the front of
"most people are contented with their lot; and peo-
ple who complain are only a handful of "misfits", a
notion prevailing in popular literature, -the media
and sociological studies, since neither journalists
nor social scientists as a rule are capable of going
beyond appearances. They are not capable of look-
ing at human beings and human relations dialecti-
cally and discovering the interconnection between
body and soul, individual and society.

It takes very little to grasp the fact that hu-
man experiences have their immediate physiologi-
cal manifestations. Happiness results in a feeling
of well-being, of flow of energy and warmth in the
organism; unhappiness in the opposite, a feeling
of weakness, tiredness, lack of energy and lack
of warmth. Chronic unhappiness - which is the
prevalent experience presently - results not
surprisingly in chronic tension in the organism,
which is then called "illness'. Such diverse ill-
nesses as heart diseases, cancer, rheumatism,
allergies, asthma, bronchial troubles, ulcers,
blood diseases, and a multitude of others, which
have all reached epidemic proportions in North
America, can be attributed to unhappiness (re-
pressed anger, sexual frustration, anxiety and

6a) Gay Liberation and Radical Lesbianism, the intro-
duction of homosexuality as an "alternative'', merely
further institutionalize the estrangement between
sexes and make a virtue out of this alienation.

7) It is illuminating to listen to or to read testimonies
of ""normal couples' about the impoverished emotion-
al and sexual content of their marriage relationships.
Cpen-line radio programmes particularly, directed
towards working class women, are very important

in this respect, since no matter what the topic is,

and given half-a-chance, people will talk about their
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other deepseated negative emotions and experi-
ences), although organized medicine is doing its
damnest not to recognize the connection between
human unhappiness and physical illness. On the
contrary, although verbal recognition is given to
psychosomatic diseases, organized medicine di-
vides the human being into two major parts, mind
and body, and have '"specialists' treating these
two parts, with the "body "specialists literally
chopping up the body into tiny fragments, for
"treatment by even more highly specialized "ex-
perts'.

The dialectical relationship between indi-
vidual health and the social order, is a relation-
ship that the present society have succeeded in
totally obscuring. It has to obscure this relation-
ship, since the widespread popular recognition
that capitalist society does not only deprive one
of time and money, but even more directly, of
health and happiness, is likely to be the most
potent revolutionary discovery. The dialectic
here, as elsewhere, challenges the established
order to the core.

Finally, athird example of the nature of
dialectics. A most outrageous example of forma-
listic medicine can be found in the.treatment of
eyesight. The orthodox explanation usually pre-
sented for poor vision is that there is ""something
wrong' with the lense of the eye and that this
wrong can only be treated by getting artificial
lenses and/or by an operation. At best these
methods stabilize the defect but never restore
the eye to its full or even near health. As a re-
sult a huge percentage of the population in North .

personal unhappiness. Two recent books on sexual-
ity contain some scarce documentary materials that
reveal the extent of sexual unhappiness in our society.
William H. Masters and Virginia E. Johnson, Human
sexual inadequacy (Little, Brown and Co., 1970), and
Larry Solway, The day I invented sex (McClelland and
Stewart, 1971), the latter based on a Toronto open-
line program, which ran for three days, and dealt

" extensively with sexuality. It ended up with the pro-
gram host being fired, for daring to treat human sex-
uvality with great seriousness.

8) The reader is here referred to the uniquely valu-
able work of Wilhem Reich, a German born medical
doctor and psychoanalyst, who always dealt with the
dialectical relationship between individual health and
social structure. See his, Sexual revolution, The
function of the orgasm, Character analysis, Mass
psychology of fascism, and The invasion of compul-
sory sex morality. A recently translated article by
Reich, "What is class consiousness?'", is an excel-
lent critique of traditional left politics and must read-
ing for every activist. (See page 63 for more infor-
mation). It is the position of TRANSFORMATION,
that familiarity with Reich's work (NOT uncritical
worshipping of him), is of central importance to
those advocating social change. As with Marx and
"Marxists'', however, there is no necessary connec-
tion between Reich and many ''Reichians'.
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America (where medicine is most "advanced", we
are told) wears glasses for a lifetime, the only
change occuring being the slow delerioration in
the eye.

Dialectical thought, understanding the unity
of parts of the body with the rest of the organism,
proceeds altogether differently. If there is "some-
thing wrong'' with the lenses of the eye and if the
permanent crutches called eyeglasses do not heal
that wrong, then there is something thoroughly in-
adequate about the theory behind the glasses: it
allows no healing process and no therapeutic in-
tervention whatsoever. Organic, dialectical medi-
cine (Reich calls it "functional'' as opposed to
"mechanistic"” medicine), would take a look at the
causation and would proceed from there, rather
than from the symptoms.

There are causes for bad vision just as
there are for any other physical complaint, and
these causes cannot - except in the case of ex-
ternally caused injury - be found in the eye alone.
The eye relates and responds to the stresses and
strains in the total organism, which as sound
clinical experience will indicate, develop as a re-
sult of chronic anxiety (i.e. unhappiness). Once
causation is understood the treatment follows: the

relaxation of chronic strain through dealing with
the underlying anxiety, and this combined with

Children's days are spent in utter boredom, unalle-
viated by moments of joy and ecstasy of discovery




the re-education of one's use of eyes. These
methods are today practically unknown to the eye-
Specialists and optometrists, who treat the eye as
an alien object in the body.9

Formalistic thought, the opposite of dialec-
tical thought, as I have tried to illustrate, does
not understand any of the life processes around us,
and is consequently always stuck in the either-ors
of good/evil, body/soul, individual/society, male/
female, young/old, adult/child, true/false, cause/
effect, theory/practice, and a whole lot of other,
assorted "mutually exclusive" items. Engels de-
scribes so accurately this type of thought, the
overwhelmingly dominant mode of thought and per-
ception, then as well as now:

"To the metaphysician (formalistic
thinker), things and their reflexes are
isolated, are to be considered one after
another, are objects of investigation
fixed, rigid, given once and for all. He
thinks in absolutely irreconcilable anti-
thesis: 'His communication is: yea,
yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever is more
than these, cometh of evil.' For him a
thing either exists or does not exist, a
thing cannot at the same time be itself
and something else. Positive and nega-
tive absolutely exclude one another; cause
and effect stand in rigid antithesis one
to the other, ""10

divisions in our thoughts and perceptions, until
the average public and high school student, and
particularly university student - who suffers
these processes longer - can no longer think or-
ganically and critically, that is, dialectically.
The natural dialectical thought and perception
that healthy human beings are capable of, is dri-
ven out of children, some of whom bitterly resist
this indoctrination, this life-long pidgenholing
of reality (only to be labelled as "troublemakers"
and misfits, and through "advanced' psychiatric
labelling as "emotionally disturbed.') That
children, all children, are indeed capable of
creative thought and expression, has been demon-
strated over and over again, despite all the pre-
vailing prejudices against them. It can be demon-
strated in early childhood art which often mana-
ges to flourish until kindergarten age, by which
time children start holding back on their bold ex-
pressions of feelings and thoughts. It is by no
means a "natural" process: it occurs because of
the life-negating, creativity-destroying climate in
all "educational" institutions, whose given task is
to cultivate obedience to all authorities and re-
spect for the established order of things, and it
occurs despite the otcasional presence of unusual-
ly creative and life-affirming and capable teachers.
Children's art, poetry and play, under these con-
ditions dries away, leaving behind those spectac-
lar manifestations that cry about a lost world and
a world once more possible.ll Like the following
manifestation, described by Marshall McLuhan:
"Robert Oppenheimer has been saying
for years that there are small children
playing here on this street who could
Solve some of his top problems in phy-
sics because they have modes of percep-
tion which an adult has lost a long time
ago. This awareness of the perceptual
modes that enable people to participate
in various types of high level research
as much as anything they could learn
instructionally, is only beginning to fil-
ter through. Edmund Bacon, for exam-
Ple, the head of the Town Planning Com-
mission in Philadelphia, a few years
ago became world famous overnight
when he enlisted the aid of elementary
Schools in solving some of his top prob-
lems in Town Planning. He got children

9) See Aldous Huxley's The art of seeing, which

{ 4

describes the revolutionary (dialectical) methodolo-
gy of Dr. W.H. Bates, as it was applied to Huxley's
own case of near-blindness. Bates' work, not sur-

prisingly, has been deliberately ignored for the last

This is the kind of thought that we are sys- fifty years! See also an illuminating article by
tematically trained in and that makes it so diffi- Charles Kelley, '"New techniques of vision improve-
cult for us to understand the life processes a- . ment', in Energy and Character, vol. 2, no 3 & 4.
round us and to affect changes. Abstract thought (Available from: David Boadella, Edi_tur, Abbotsbury,
stands in the way of the transformation of social Weymouth, Dorset, England, single issue $2. 00).
reality, even when this transformation is genu- 10) Friedrich Engels, Socialism, utopian and scien-
inely desired by individuals and groups. Our tific, Karl Marx and F. Engels, Selected works,
whole "educational" system (better called indoc- Foreign Language Publishing House, 1958, p. 130.
trination system), is geared to enforce the rigid 11) See footnote on page 186.

Training makes us stupid
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in the early grades to study the plans
for Philadelphia and to discuss them
among themselves and their parents
and their neighbours and to study their
communities physically and geographi-
cally, and they came up with some of
the top solutions to the whole problem.
It is clear, that we are just beginning
to recognize that children and adoles-
cents are a kind of backward country of
the mind that's been deliberately sup-
pressed for centuries in our Western

World. (emphasis added) 12

Children, before they are put into strait-
jackets by their parents, other adults, the schools
and the rest of society's institutions, are thorough-
ly capable. Anyone who has worked with small
children/brought up children, and has observed
them without the usual prejudices, will concur
with John Holt's wonderful description of a baby
at work:

"These quiet summer days I spent many
hours watching this (seventeen-month
old) baby. What comes across most
vividly is that she is a kind of scientist.
She is always observing and experiment-
ing. She is hardly ever idle. Most of
her waking time she is intensely and
purposefully active, soaking up experi-
ence and trying to make sense out of it,
trying to find how things around her be-
have, and trying to make them behave
as she wants them to.

In the face of what looks like unbroken
failure, she is so persistent. Most of
her experiments, her efforts to predict
and control her environment, don't work.
But she goes right on, not the least
daunted. Perhaps this is because there
are no penalities attached to failure, ex-
cept nature's - usually, if you try to
step on a ball, you fall down. A baby
does not react to failure as an adult
does or even a five-year old because
she has not yet been made to feel that
failure is shame, disgrace, a crime.
Unlike her elders, she is not concerned
with protecting herself against every-
thing that is not easy and familiar; she
reaches out to experience, she embraces
life.

Watching this baby, it is hard to credit
the popular notion that without outside
rewards and penalties children will not
learn. There are some rewards and
penalties in her life; the adults approve
of some things she does and disapprove
of others. But most of the time she
lives beyond praise or blame, if only
because most of her learning experi-
ments are unobserved. After all, who
thinks about the meaning of what baby

is doing, so long as she is quiet and
contented? But watch a while and
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think about it, and you see that she has
a strong desire to make sense of the
world around her. Her learning gives
her great satisfaction, whether anyone
else notices it or not. 13

This intense involvement with one s environ-
ment - which in a different kind of society could
be a life long one - comes as a rule to an early
end and is denied many children altogether. It
is denied those working class children whose par
ents haven't got the space or time to allow a chil
to roam around freely and to explore the world.
A working class family of seven, confined to a
small flat with dangerous steps everywhere and
with a busy and exhausted mother rushing from
one household task to the next, can provide little
for the basic needs of the child. This child, the
scientist/artist, remains in the crib or playpen,
fiddling with the absurd and uninteresting things
we call toys, and whining incessantly - as so
many children do - out of boredom.

This creative involvement is also denied
those children, whose parents although not neces
sarily lacking in time and space, are afraid of
the social consequences of the freedom of even
small infants. The young couple in the apartmen
worried about the child making noises that might
disturb the neighbours, will inevitably clamp
down on their child. Another family, not neces-
sarily poor either, worries about things that the
child might break, ashtrays, vases, assorted
knick-knacks, and their solution becomes to kegp
the child in a playpen(itentiary) in order to pro-
tect property. In both cases the child's creativi-
ty is constantly thwarted.

Only when there is space and time, as might
be the case with relatively well-to-do families,
where the woman can hire someone else to do the
most tedious and time consuming labour, allowin
her to tolerate small children's freedom, and
where there are rooms and hallways, that are
both clean and safe, can small infants continue
to explore the world without constant adult inter-
ference (as in the case John Holt described).
And the child is also allowed to develop in those

extremely rare families where parents (often edu
cated and in the sense privileged, but not neces-

11) There are many examples of the existence of
our tremendous creative powers. The following are
but a few useful references for those who are search
ing for this evidence: Sylvia Ashton-Warner, Tea-
cher, Sybil Marshall, Experiment in education,
Elwyn S. Richardson, In the early world, Richard
Lewis' collections of children's poetry, Herbert Kot
Thirty-six children, George Dennison, The lives of
children. If the reader knows of any others of simil:
nature, please let us know, and we will pass the info
mation on to others.

12) Marshall McLuhan, "Electronics and the psychic
drop-out', This Magazine is About Schools, vol. 1,
no. 1, April 1966.

13) John Holt, How children fail, Pitman, 1967, p. 6l




sarily restricted to that element), have an under-
standing of children's potential and needs, and go
about more or less systemactically creating an en-
vironment and a style of life which allows the chil-
dren to remain creative and active much longer than
the great majority of the children in this society
and in the world are allowed to be.

But even for those few children (the children
of the propertied few, the children of the more con-
scious elements of the educated middle and work-
ing rlass) good things come to an early end. Rul-
io-class children have to start undergoing train-
ing for their future roles as rulers and exploiters,
and this necessitates particularly a desensitizing
of their tender feelings towards other human be-

ings, outside the immediate family. (How else

can you learn to compete in the business world;

. how else can you lay off hundreds of workers in

order to cut down production costs, and how else
can you fire a worker for being "too old", if you
haven't been systematically trained to suppress
your feelings?)

The progressive middle class element, on the
other hand, cannot singlehandedly create alterna-
tive institutions and a new society for the benefit
of its own children. This is what these people
have been busy trying to do for the last decade,

by starting free schools and setting up communes.
Their children will, however, sooner or later have
to return to the "system''; free schools fold and
communes disintegrate, sending the erstwhile par-
ticipants back into a situation in which the middle
class children have to face the same kind of insti-
tutionalized deprivation of thought and feeling, that
working class children have faced from the day
they started school, but more often than not from
the day they were born.14

If class society as we know it in advanced in-
dustrial societies, conspires against us as infants
and small children, by invariably thwarting our
creative potential so that this potential in most
cases remains completely unknown, the schools in-
stitutionalizeand systematizethis deprivation from
the moment a child enters kindergarten. The pro-
cess by which children (us) are systematically
made stupid, has been pointed out by many pas-
sionately concerned educators.1® It always comes
down to the straight-jacketing of perceptions
through formalistic thought, preventing the dialec-
tical process of going beyond - which is the essence
of critical, creative thought - from taking place,
and consequently forcing the child to learn to ex-

whole, and particularly against oppressed minori-
ties), are the methods through which stupidity is
cultivated. At regular intervals children of all
ages are subjected to tests which make formalis-
tic thought the norm and which do violence to the
flow of life. Anyone who has struggled with the
absurdities of multiple-choice tests, knows what
is meant with '"'violence".

It is a rare question to which one could not
give at least two answers. Banesh Hoffman, a
mathematician and a foremost critic of intelli-
gence and other types of so-called "'obj ective"'
tests (multiple-choice, true-false tests) des-
cribes the process by which critical intelligence

is stultified and hampered:

"There is[an) aspect of the professional
testers' objectivity that needs to be un-
derstood, an aspect that the profession-
al tester prefers not to stress. Consi-
der purely for the sake of illustration,
this hypothetical true-false question:

If X is like Y and Y is like Z, then X
must be like Z.
[} True [ '] False
The superficial student does not need
to think about such a question. For
him it is obvious, and he immediately
picks true. But a better student will
not be so hasty. He may argue, for
example, that X might be a green tri-
angle, Y a green beverage, and Z a
red beverage. Since a green triangle
is not like a red beverage, he will
choose false. And we may well be in-
clined to agree with him.
What of a really deep student, though?
He may go beyond this stage in the ar-
gument, realizing the vagueness and
elasticity of the word 'like'. Though
a green triangle does not superficially
resemble a green beverage, each has
something in common with a green bev-
erage and in this sense the two have an.
element of likeness. The same is true
of any X, Yand Z. If X is like Y, and
7 is also like Y, then X and Y have in

14) This is literally true. Birth has become the
mass traumatic experience for both mothers and

children - fathers are simply deprived of any exper-
ience which is traumatic in a different way - when it
can be one of the most significant and beautiful ex-

periences of our lives. A wonderful, Reich-inspired

[ clude "troublesome' reality and settle for forma-

': listic abstractions that are "safe' (and do not chal-

-' lenge anybody's authority). And it comes down to
the separation of thought from action, theory from
practice, a state of affairs that makes life appear book by Jean and Paul Ritter, The Free Family,

: totally absurd. Victor Gollanz, 1959, deals extensively with the ex-

.= perience of birth from the point of view of what ex-

: How creative thought is obstructed ists and what can be. Strongly recommended read-
ing. (We understand that this book is soon to be re-

printed in an updated version.)

15) See, Paul Goodman, Compulsory mis-education,
Lewis Dexter, The tyranny of schooling, John Holt,
How children fail, and The underachieving school.

The classroom instruction and test taking (in-
: cluding the notoriously class discriminatory 1Q
tests which nevertheless continue being used and
which are used against the working class as a

17




common, if nothing else, that each is
like Y. So the deep student working at
this level of sophistication, picks true.
It doés not matter whether the wanted
answer is true or false. In either
case, the question will be graded ob-
jectively. And in either case the su-
perficial student and the deep student
will receive identical scores, "16

And the author concludes:

"All but the most unimaginative have
sensed ambiguity in multiple choice
tests they have taken. But the average
examinee hesitates to believe that his
judgement may be better than that of
the test-makers, and that the ambigui-
ty he senses really exist. After all,
the test he is taking is handsomely
printed. It has an air of professional-
ism. And the organimation administer-
ing it, presumably has faith in it. How,
then, could it contain ambiguities ?
Surely the test- maker would have elita-
inated all genuine ambiguities. The
seeming ambiguities must arise from
the candidate's imperfect understand-
ing of the subject. If he knew more a-
bout it, the ambiguities would vanish.
But if the candidate thinks in this way,
he is mistaken. The ambiguities do
exist. And the more one knows about

the subject the more _"glarin  they tend
to become,™ (Emphasis =a.t:!1:l+radi1lg

It becomes clear the the "ambiguities" that
are forbidden in the process of "education', are
the essence of life, its dialectic. Without being
allowed to examine these ambiguities, reality it-
self escapes everyone subjected to this process.
The tests, however, are only a dramatized and
condensed form of the daily experience of being
forced to severly restrict one's critical faculties,
one's thoughts and feelings, and thereby all ore 's
senses as well as one's whole body. As a result
a general dulling sets in, and the once active and
lively child becomes slowly but surely - STUPID.
Hoffman quotes J.W. Getzels, a psychologist
writing about this process. The experience des-
cribed below, one should not forget is a mass ex-
perience. :

""Speaking of achievement tests, aptitude
tests, school recommendations and high
school ranks based on teacher grades,

he [Getzels] says that 'these indices fa-

vor the student who is retentive and do-
cile - the one who tends to seek the sin-
gle pre-determined 'correct' answer to
an intellectual problem - as against the
student who is constructive and creative

- the one who tends to seek the multiple,
experimental, 'novel' answer to an intel-
lectual problem. . .Imagine then my sur-
prise to discover that the vast preponder-
ance of problems on current college

18

selection tests are of the multiple-choice
variety prohibiting the possibility of the
creative kind of formulation but requir-
ing only that the student be able to match
his solution to a pre-determined single
correct and sometimes quite pedestrian
answer. Under these test conditions,
which demand only skill in picking com-
monly accepted responses to questions-
conditions, if one stops to think of it,
that in many cases do not demand even
recall, to say nothing of intellectual con-
struction or creation, but only recogni-
tion - the student...with the preference
for the pre-determined solution is clear-
ly at an advantage.''17
That the process of making us stupid takes
place quite early and with remarkable success, is
testified to by a capable, perceptive educator and
observer of children, John Holt, who describes the
children in his class room: -
"[The children] still cling stubbornly to
the idea that the only good answer is a
YES answer. This, of course, is the
result of their miseducation, in which
'right answers' are the only ones that
pay off. They have not learned how to
learn from a mistake, or even that
learning from mistakes is possible. If
they say [ in Twenty Questions] 'Is the
number between 5, 000 and 10, 000?' and
I say YES, they cheer, if I say NO, they
groan, even though they get exactly the
same amount of information in either
case. The most anxious ones will,
over and over again, ask questions that
have already been answered, just for the

satisfaction of hearing YES. Their more
sophisticated teammates point out in vain
that it's silly to ask a question when you
already know the answer. "'18
But, and I would like to emphasize this, it is
not just thought that is restricted, since thought
does not exist in a vacuum, all by itself. Thought
is restricted because the consequence of unrestric-
ted thought is action, movement. If you are allowed
to say, as a-child, that school is boring and you'd
rather not be there, one of two things would have to
happen: your criticism would have to be taken ser-
iously and students and teachers would have to
start to figure out ways to turn schools into places
of exciting learning, or you would be told, sooner
or later, to shut up. (Liberalism attempts always
a compromise: you can speak up as long as you
don't demand action and real changes. In the end,
whether it be the students or the Quebecois, "free-
dom of speech' exists only as long as it does not
go "too far'", i.e. words turning into deeds. When
students would act by leaving the schools and the

16) Banesh Hoffman, The tyranny of testing, Collier
Books, 1964, pp. 65-67.

17) ibid, p. 101.
18) John Holt, How children fail, Pitman, 1967, p.
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How to combat boredom

and formalistic thought

'HOW TO FIND THE HEIGHT
OF A BUILDING WITH
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Some time ago, I received a call from a colleague
who asked if I would be the referee on the grading of
an examination question. He was about to give a student
zero for his answer to a physics question, while the
student claimed he should receive a perfect score and
would do so if the system were not set up against the
student. The instructor and the student agreed to sub-
mit this to an impartial arbiter, and.I was selected.

I went to my colleague's office and read the exami-
nation question, which was, '"Show how it is possible
to determine the height of a tall building with the aid
of a barometer. "

The student's answer was, ''Take the barometer to
the top of the building, attach a long rope to it, lower
the barometer to the street, and then bring it up, mea-
suring the length of the rope. The length of the rope is
the height of the building, "

I pointed out that the student really had a strong
case for full credit, since he had answered the question
completely and correctly. On the other hand, if full
credit were given, it could well contribute to a high
grade for the student in his physics course. A high
grade is supposed to certify competence in physics
and the answer did not confirm this. I suggested that
the student have another try at answering the question;
I was not surprised that my colleague agreed, but I

by James Brimhall

was surprised that the student did.

I gave the student six minutes to answer the
question, with the warning that his answer should show
some knowledge of physics, At the end of five minutes,
he had not written anything, I asked if he wished to
give up, but he said no. He had many answers fo this
problem; he was just thinking of the best one. I excu-

‘sed myself for interrupting him, and asked him to

please go on. In the next minute, he dashed off his
answer which was:

"Take the barometer to the top of the building and
lean over the edge of the roof. Drop the barometer,
timing its fall with a stopwatch. Then, using the formu-
la S=1/2 at2, calculate the height of the building, "

At this point, I asked my colleague if he would
give up. He conceded and I gave the student almost
full credit.

In leaving my colleague's office, I recalled that
the student had said he had other answers to the prob-
lem, so I asked him what they were. '""Oh, yes'", said
the student. ""There are many ways of getting the
height of a tall building with the aid of a barometer.
For example, you could take the barometer out on a
sunny day and measure the height of the barometer,
the length of its shadow, and the length of the shadow
of the building, and by the use of simple proportion,
determine the height of the building."

"Fine", I said. "And the others?"

"Yes', said the student. '""There is a very basic
measurement method that you will like. In this method,
you take the barometer and begin to walk up the stairs.
As you climb the stairs, you mark off the length of the
barometer along the wall. You then count the number
of marks, and this will give you the height of the buil-
ding in barometer units. A very direct method.

"Of course, if you want a more sophisticated
method, you can tie the barometer to the end of a
string, swing it as a pendulum, and determine the value
of 'g' at the street level and at the top of the building_
From the difference between the two values of 'g',
the height of the building can, in prmclple be calcu-
lated. "

Finally, he concluded, there are many other ways
of solving the problem. "Probably the best', he said,
'"is to take the barometer to the basement and knock
on the superintendent's door. When the superintendent
answers, you speak to him as follows: 'Mr. Superinten-
dent, here I have a fine barometer. If you will tell me
the height of this building, I will give you this baro-
meter, "

At this point I asked the student if he really didn't
know the answer to the problem. He admitted that he
did, but that he was so fed up with college instructors
trying to teach him how to think and to use "scientific
methods' instead of showing him the structure of the
subject matter, that he decided to take off on what he
regarded mostly as a lark,

Part of an article in Idea Exchange, vol. 3, no. 12, October 1968, reprinted from This Magazine is About Schools.
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Quebecois take their words seriously - "We want
to be masters of our own fate!' - the police and the
army are called in. Thus the perfect liberal is the
perfectly disconnected man: words remain words,
removed from any action.)

So when I talk about undialectical, formalistic
thought, I talk about the immobilization of human
beings at an early age, their subjection to years
and years of boredom and anxiety, until a peculiar
"tolerance' is created for both. Boredom and anx-
iety then both become part of the "nature of things".

It goes without saying, that these methods of
conditioning people to miserable, unfree lives, cre-
ate also miserable human relationships. The
school is the laboratory where you learn to be the
alienated man. You learn to fear (for punishment,

disapproval) meaningful human contacts, the expres-

sion of genuine feelings, any sign of spontaneity.
Already in the early grades one finds extraordin-
ary amounts of brutality, envy, pettiness, compe-
“titiveness and overall inhumanity towards fellow
human beings - all cultivated in the class room.
Super-individualism flourishes next to fear-ridden
super-conformity. This is part of the making of
the capitalist man, the unmaking of whom is the
essential task of socialistis.

Formalism on the left

But are the present day socialists up to this
task?

It so happens, that the left in Canada, which on
a verbal level espouses socialism, is everything
but dialectical in its orientation to life and further-
more cultivates through its day-to-day practice the
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worst kinds of alienated human relationships. Thus
in all respects the left groups, their rhetoric not-
withstanding, are but replicas of the bourgeois poli-
tical parties and bourgeois social relations. This
is the phenomenon I intend to examine now in detail.
First, I will attempt to discuss how the forma-
listic, undialectical thought is manifested on the
left. A thorough treatment of the theoretical /practi-
cal shortcomings of the Canadian organized left -
a long overdue task - is made unnecessarily com-
plicated by the fact that with the exception of the
Communist Party of Canada, none publishes a theo-
retical journal. Neither, CPL, CLM, CPC (M-L),
nor the Trotskyists have presented their positions
on the key elements of their program in a thorough
and intelligent manner. Their respective publica-
tions, the Canadian Worker (CPL), New Canada
(CLM), Labor Challenge and Young Socialist
(League of Socialist Action - Trotskyist) and People
Canada, CPC (M-L), are merely agitational propag

da outlets for the movements, but do not carry dis-
cussion of theoretical nature of any real substance,
and never publish self-critical articles. Both the
CPL and the Trotskyists make use of the the theo-
retical journals of their U.S. "fraternal" movemen
(lacking any autonomy on the part of the Canadian
movements, a better term would be "paternal).
In this discussion particularly the CPL's position
on the National Question will by necessity have to
draw heavily on the U.S. publication of the Progrei
sive Labor Party.

Other Canadian left tendencies are equally sho
of writings about their own basic assumptions, 1i.e
the theory behind their practice. The publications

of the Partisan Farty and the Red Morning-New



Morning groups, have carried some discussion on
why they do what they do, but much of it is super-
ficial and sloganeering. The publications of the
East Coast Socialist Movement, the East Coast
Worker and the NDP left wing group Waiffle's pub-

lication, Waffle News, have not yet carried any
discussion of what kind of movements they are, how
they interpret the Canadian reality, what tasks they
have set for themselves and with what kind of suc-
cesses and failures.

All the movements, part of which can be des-
cribed as the Canadian "old left" and/or calling
themselves ""Marxist" (with the exception of the
Waffle, which thinks of itself as undefined "social-
ist'’), have as the key elements in their programmes
items which are treated in a thoroughly undialectic-
al manner, with the result that none can make any
headway on the Canadian scene and are doomed to
sect-like existence and profound irrelevance at a
time when a dynamic left is most needed (or like
the Waffle, doomed to forever trying to hide behind
the skirts of the mother-party, not daring to move
outside of the NDP and to create its own indepen-
dent politics). These critical items, which we are
to examine are as follows:

1) The Canadian Party of Labour position that
any kind of nationalism is bad, and their outright
dismissal of the National Question in Canada, as
inherently and hopelessly petty-bourgeois. Need-
less to say, they are fiercely opposed to the strug-
gle for independence in Quebec and English Canada.

2) The Canadian Liberation Movement's posi-
tion that any kind of nationalism is good. They
raise demands that emphasize Canadianism as some-
thing inherently good and label anyone critical of
their position as pro-imperialist and anti-nationa-
list. Their current demand for a 85% Canadian
quota for university teachers and for 100% Canadian
unions are based on the argument that any Canadian
union or teacher is better than a non-Canadian (and
particularly American). Their position that imper-
ialism is the primary contradiction in Canada to-
day, is shared by the Communist Party of Canada
(Marxist- Leninist), a Maoist formation.

3) The League of Socialist Action position
that socialists should join the New Dem ocratic Par-
ty in order to convert it to socialism, is the most
important aspect of the League's program, affect-
ing everything else it does. Here they are in full .
agreement with the Waffle group, who is equally
single-minded about supporting the NDP.

4) The Communist Farty of Canada position
that the Soviet Union is a socialist workers' state
and that the defence of the Soviet Union is (forever)
the primary task of the Communist Parties of the
world.

In addition to the above items, I will also dis-
cuss the "economism'' of all the left groups from
those who regard the workers as change agents,
but do not credit them with anything except narrow-
ly material interests, to those who claim that the
working class is too materialistic, too reactionary,
and that the strategic groups to be organized are the

"poor'', women, and something called '"'street youth'.
' This economism, as I have mentioned earlier,is

just a further manifestation of undialectical thought

The national question misunderstood

On the national question, the CPLand CLM,
both small, mainly campus based groups, but at-
tempting - unsuccessfully - to penetrate the union
movement, can be found at the polar opposites of
each other. The CPL simply has no use for nation-
alism in any shape or form, and it labels all mani-
festations of national struggle as strictly ''petty
bourgeois” and "the bosses game''. Thus in Canada
it has found itself opposed to the independence strug-
gle in Quebec as well to raising the question in Eng-
lish Canada. These struggles to the CPL, are in
direct opposition to socialism and internationalism,
and therefore will have to be mercilessly combated.
Needless to say, with the growing contradictions
between Canada and U.S., and the Federal State and
Quebec, the members of this movement will find
themselves cornered into a purely defensive posi-
tion and into raising the most general and therefore
meaningless slogans such as "'smash racist unem-
ployment' and "fight the bosses' .

The CLM, on the other hand, sees all mani-
festations of nationalism as positive and will gladly
support the most narrow and selfish demands on
the part of any segment of the population, as long
as these demands can be construed as "anti-imperi-
alist" (i.e.anti- American).

Both CLM and CPL refer heavily to past and
present authorities on the National Question (Lenin,
Stalin, Mao Tse-Tung) to support their respective
pnsitions.lg The problem, however, is that one
can find for each quote from Lenin, for instance,
another one by him which seems to contradict the
first one. This can, of course, only happen when
guotations are removed from their overall contexis,
and become absolute statements. In this discussion
I will quote any of the above theoreticians only as
far as the quotations illuminate a dialectical or non-
dialectical approach to reality. A critique of these
two groups will stand or fall not on some further
quotations from elsewhere, i.e. on outquoting
them, but on whether or not it can be demonstra-
ted that these movements are undialectical in
their approach to the Canadian reality.

Let us first examine the case made by the
CPL. '"Revolutionaries must fight nationalism" is
the title of an editorial in Progressive Labour, the
theoretical organ of the "fraternal' organization,
Progressive Labor Party, in the U.S. The article

- the fullest statement of their position on the nation-
al question so far - is decorated with ample quotes
from Stalin and Lenin, one of them stating categor-
ically, that the national struggle is in its essence
"always a bourgeois struggle, one that is to the ad-
vantage and profit mainly of the bourgeoisie' (Joseph
Stalin, Marxism and the national question). The

lead article follows this position with single- minded
determination, with one absolute following the other

19) This is usually done in debates and occasional
writings; neither has yet presented their position in
a thorough manner. '
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and polar opposites piling on top of each other, into

one huge insoluble contradiction. This is how the

case is presented:

: ""National struggle instead of class struggle
must lead to imperialism, National strug-
gle denies class struggle.' (p. 4).

The fundamental error here is that the nation-
al struggle is presented as an opposite to class
struggle, and as always, under all circumstances,
denying class struggle. By definition, it is there-
fore reactionary, which then makes all further dis-
cussion and investigation quite unnecessary (and
hopeless, for that matter). Neither the quote from
Stalin nor the article itself entertains the possibil-
ity that the national struggle contains within itself
the same old class struggle which PL (and presum-
ably Stalin also) finds "acceptable''. An oppressed
nation is not a classless society, although the clas-
ses within it could conceivably momentarily unite
around a common task as well as opposing each
other on the long-term solution to the national
question. (Say, for instance, when Canadian en-
trepreneurs and Canadian workers momentarily
unite to keep a company going in the face of take-
over threats. That is a question of immediate sur-
vival only, since back to '""business as usual",
there will also be "class struggle as usual''.) The
article goes on to state, again categorically:

"For many years we in the Progressive
Labor Party held to the idea of two types
of nationalism, revolutionary and reac-
tionary. But a look at the world reality
shows that there is no such thing. Na-
tionalism is either the path to oppres-
sion by an outside imperialist or the
road back to capitalism. Any form of
nationalism is bad.'" (Emphasis added.)

From a non-dialectical position (either com-
pletely revolutionary or completely reactionary)

rather then containing both elements, therefore
necessitating a struggle between those elements),
PL walked into a worse trap, from which there

is for them no escape. Again, by definition they
have to exclude the possibility that an oppressed
nation is struggling neither to oppress in return,
nor to be oppressed by another imperialist nation,
nor to "'return to capitalism from socialism".
There is the quite distinct possibility, just waiting
to be discovered, that a nation only wants indepen-
dence not territorial expansion, and that the nation
itself, as all nations in the world, consists largely
of working class people and peasants, who might
or might not rally around a working class pro-
gramme, depending on the nature of the movement
and its leadership.

So the whole question of nationalism becomes
far more complex and would have to be dealt with
in its totality, not in abstractions and fragments.
But the question of the role of the working class in
the national struggle - which is the key element to
be discussed - is once again by definition left out-
side intelligent treatment. Stalin is quoted as say-
ing:

"Sometimes the bourgeoisie succeeds in
drawing the proletariat into the national
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movement and then the national struggle
externally assumes a 'nation-wide' char-
acter. But this is only externally. In
its essence it is always a bourgeois strug-
gle, one that is to the advantage and prof-
it mainlyof the bourgeoise.' (Stalin,
Marxism and the national question )
The Progressive Labor goes on to restate the
same:

"The point is that nationalism is the
political rationale presented to workers
by one group of capitalists, to fight out-
side capitalists for profits. And this
fight is never in the basic interest of the
workers". (p. 11). (Emphasis added)
In both quotations the working class appears
as a passive object, easily manipulated by the
bourgeoisie for its own ends, This working class

does not appear to be capable of raising demands
of its own that would oppose the bourgeois demands.
This capitulation. of the working class is of course
possible under certain specific circumstances (like
in Germany during the thirties), but even then it
came as a result of the weakness of the working
class leadership on the left (The German Commun-
ist Party - controlled from Kremlin - and the
always bankrupt social democrats) and not be-
cause some strange inevitability that condemns the
working class to forever succumb to bourgeois

rule. 20 : : W
The Progressive Labor (by its own definition)

cannot even consider the possibility that the work-
ing class, under certain circumstances favorable
to its political development, could take the lead in
national struggles, and thereby introduce proletar-
ian (revolutionary ) nationalism. Or that the rul-
ing class of an oppressed nation might not be able
to draw the proletariat into its national movement
and not be numerically strong enough to take the
lead in the national struggle. This appears to be
the case in Canada, where talk about the ""national
bourgeoisie' is somewhat of a joke since no such
animal exists.. The national bourgeoisie in Canada
has by and large ceased to exist, since as a class
it has sold out and continues to sell out whatever
little remains. The previous national bourgeoisie
. has turned into the managers of American capital
in Canada. 2l
Not satisfied with declaring nationalism to be
by definition reactionary, the article announces:
"There are only two sets of political ideas
 in the world: Marxist-Leninist ideas and
capitalist ideas. Nationalism lies in the
second category." (p.11)

20) This does not mean that I subscribe to the sim-
plistic positionthat workers are by nature revolution
ary only to blocked by conservative leadership. The
detrimental role of reactionary and incorrect workin
class leadership is that it keeps the working class
from becoming revolutionary.

21) Cnce again we refer here to the ample literature
on foreign ownership in Canada. The onus is on
those who claim that a national bourgeoisie exists
to prove concretely, by naming names, who they are
and how they rule,




Undialectical idealists as the (C)PLers are,
they live in the world of "pure ideas', forgetting -
the very real contradictions that exist in reality
within all phenomena, nationalism included. A
very specific advocacy of an idea, in a very
specific time and space, can turn out to be either
anti-working class or pro-working class. Thus,
the advocacy of community control at the present
time in Canada, for instance is totally absurd,
since the working class does not yet constitute a
community. Conceivably, at a different time per-
iod, as a result of definite historical processes,
the very same '"'idea'" would be a revolutionary
demand. For a dialectical materialist, unlike
the idealists hiding behind mechanistic material-
ism, there are no absolutes that prevail eternally.
There is truth at any given moment, but that
truth changes with changing circumstances.

The “‘primary contradiction’” mystique

- The Canadian Liberation Movement is equally
unaware of the existence of contradictions and
arrives at an equally one-dimensional, undialec-
tical position.” "Canadianism'" and "patriotism"'
become unquestioned virtues, advocated at the
expense of even the most elementary class analy-

sis. Canadian Unions - any kind of Canadian

unions - become by definition better than the pres-
ent U.S. unions, just as any Canadian professor
becomes by virtue of his Canadian citizenship
superior to anyone who doesn't have such a citizen-
ship. Although the unions and the professors are

of strategic importance to the CLM, other aspects
of Canadianism are equally elevated. Thus we

will, for instance, be hearing more and mqre about
"Canadian culture' as inherently superior to ""imper-

ialist culture', i.e. culture originating from the U.S.

The CLM position, which it shares in essen-
tial features with the Communist Party of Canada
(Marxist- Leninist), appears to be based on the
concept of "primary contradiction', introduced by
Mao Tse-Tung in his Philosophical Essays. I want
to quote Mao at length on how he presents "'the
principal contradiction and the principal aspect of
a contradiction', in order for us to understand the
considerable problems with Mao's ''dialectics'.
Writes Mao:

"There are many contradictions in the
process of development of a complex thing,
and one of them is necessarily the princi-
pal contradiction whose existence and
development determine or influence the
existence and development of the other
contradictions. "'22
"[But ] whatever happens, there is no
doubt at all that at every stage in the
development of a process, there is only
one principal contradiction which plays the
leading role. Hence, if in any process
there are a number of contradictions, one
of them must be the principal contradiction
laying the leading and decisive role,
while the rest occupy a secondary and
subordinate position. Therefore, in study-
ing any complex process in which there
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are two or more ﬂﬂntradmtmns we must
devote every effort to finding its principal
contradiction. Onceé this principal contra-
diction is grasped, all problems can be
readily solved." (p 331) (Emphasis
supplied)

An example is given to illuminate the "principal
contradiction” in operation:

"When imperialism launches a war of
aggression against[a semi colonial ]
country, all its various classes, except
for some traitors,can temporarily unite in
a national war against imperialism. At
such a time, the contradiction between
imperialism and the country concerned
becomes the principal contradiction,
while all the contradictions among the
various classes within the country (includ-
ing what was the principal contradiction
between the feudal and the great masses
of the people) are temporarily relegated
to asecondary and subordinate position.
(p.331) (Emphasis supplied).

o0 far, so good. There can be a most general

agreement that at any given moment, in any given
situation there is such a thing as a "principal

(primary) contradiction', i.e.,certain aspects of
the struggle take precedence over another aspect.

Thus,

if workers are trying to defeat a strike-

22) Mao Tse-Tung, "Cn contradiction', Selected

Works, vol. I, Foreign Language Press, Feking,
1967, p. 331.
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breaking action by the company, it is pointless to
concentrate on attacking the union for being U.S.
dominated; what it should be attacked for is
whether or not the leadership is acting in the
interest of the workers, and whether the action
apainst the company is effective or not (in which
case the role of the international union might or
might not be relevant). Similarly, in a very
acute phase of an urban renewal struggle, it would
be absurdto involve the residents in trying to set
up 2 health clinic in the district, since it would
divert energies from the foremost aspect of the
struggle. But the health clinic might, ina
different phase, make real sense in the overall
strategy of working class mobilization against
various forms of oppression.

Example after example would demonstrate that at
each given moment decisions have to be made as to
what approach has a priority in a given struggle; this
is merely a commonsense, practical observation. But
to base a whole strategy on it is another matter, since
the "primary contradiction” is then elevated into some=
thing aliogether different, almost into an "iron law" of
social development, Is the "'primary ;:untradictinn” to
dominate all other, "lesser" contradictions? I urban
renewal, i.e., anassaultona working class district,
is the "primary contradiction", does it mean that one
does not raise other questions and deal with other
contradictions, such as those occurring in educaton,
mental and physical health, sexuality, oppression of
women, child rearing, and so on? And if the ""primary

contradiction" is imperialism (which in the most general

sense it is, since this nation is dominated in all its
Fifferent aspects of existence by an imperialist nation,
the U.S.), does it mean thatone ina labour struggle
only raises the question of U.S. domination of a union,

ot whether this domination is or is not detrimental
to a democratic, grass-roots controlled union?

There is a clear answer to this in Mao's
previous quotation, which leads one to think
that the whole concept of "primary contradiction”
has obtained metaphysical dimensions: the theory
has started to dominate reality, rather than
responding to it. '

What exactly does it mean to say that ''the
contradiction between imperialism and the country
concerned becomes the principal contradiction,
while all the contradictions among the various
classes within the country...are temporarily rele-
gated to a secondary and subordinate position."?
What superficially appears quite rational and
practical, turns out to contain major problems as
soon as one raises two questions: 1) what is
ntemporarily''? and 2) under what kind of leader-
ship is this unity between class enemies to be
created? How long would, for instance, the con-
tradiction between the ruling class and the work-
ing class be buried? Would the working class have
to accept the leadership of the national bourgeoisie,
until such a time when the "'war of aggression" by .
the imperialist nation is over? Would that be the

case regardless of whether the working class
political movement would be a feeble one or
whether it would be a strong movement, with sup-
port from a large segment of the working class?
There is a real difference between an under-
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developed working class movement having to
recognize the leadership (i.e. the power) of the
numerically and materially stronger ruling class
and pro-ruling class elements, and a numerically
strong working class movement submitting, for
some bizarre reason, to the leadership of its class
enemy. Or can one conceive of these class enemies
sitting down and deciding to have ""peace' until the
"common enemy" is defeated, and not raising the
question of "what happens after?" “How can one pos-
sibly avoid the que ﬁﬂ.ﬁnn of what kind of society is
being fought for ? 2

To be sure, in its present phase the Canadian
Liberation Movement is not advocating that they
join forces, say, with the Committee for Indepen-
dent Canada - that feeble attempt by some sections
of the Canadian bourgeoisie as well as segments of
the petty bourgeoisie, to raise the '""national ques-
tion"". But with the CLM's lack of class analysis
they appear to pave the way for such a future coa-
lition. I, as they say, 'imperialism is the pri-
mary contradiction", and everything else secon-
dary, including the class struggle, then a miser-
able practice is to follow.

Bad theory leads to bad practice

This is how this practice has taken shape in
the past. In its early phases in 1969- 70, the
Yprimary contradiction' mystique led the CLM to
ally its forces with the Canadian Construction
Workers Union, a break-away from an Internation-
al Union. The union, led by Bruno Zanini, could
accurately be described as a reactionary business
union, in which rank-and-file participation consis-
ted of being able to applaude the leader, whose "'in"
with the workers was the fact that he spoke in their
native language, Italian. The best one could say abo
Zanini is that he is a demagogue Wwho has never
shown the slightest inclination towards socialism.
Now, in his own particular survival struggle
against union leaders in the U.S., he raised the
question of ""Canadian unions for Canadians' (since
he didn't have anything else to raise!), and made
this the central aspect of the struggle. CLMers,

23) These very questions have been extremely pro-
blematic, to put it mildly, in the history of the Chin-
ese revolution. The Comintern (Third International)
China policy of subjecting the Communists to the lea-
dership of the national bourgeoisie in the Kuomintan
led the Communist Party of China, time after time,
to bitter defeat. The 1949 revolution, led by Mao
Tse-Tung, was made against the explicit orders of
Stalin and the Komintern, whose position it was to
the last, that the Chinese revolution was to be a nat-
ional bourgeois revolution, led by Chiang Kai-Shek.
There is, however, in Mao's writings no treatment
of this highly problematic question and no criticism
of Stalin. (See, C. Brandt, Stalin's failure in China,
Harvard, 1958; C.B. Mclane, Soviet policy and the
Chinese communists: 1931-1946, Columbia Universif

Press, 1958.)




delighted with such a strong show of "anti-
imperialist spirit", became, in effect, public
relations workers for the union, putting out leaf-
lets and pamphlets, and distributing a centre fold
of the union contract in the first issue of their
publication, New Canada,

But while doing all this, nowhere, at any
time, did the CLM deal publicly with the reaction-
ary nature of the Zanini leadership and the obvious
contradictions between power hungry, self-seeking
leaders and the rank-and-file workers. For the
time being this fundamental conflict that exists to
a larger or lesser degree in all unions, was for-
gotten for the sake of the "primary contradiction.
That a radical group, calling itself Marxist, will
work full-time to rally workers to support reac-
tionary leadership, boggles the mind, but what is
even more shocking is that CLM never dealt with
their failure to introduce socialist analysis into the
struggle. After Zanini's leadership quest was
defeated, despite all the flag waving (maple leaf)
around it, CLM packed up and went on, pre-

sumably looking for another '"patriotic personality™
and a further "anti-imperialist struggle”. The
immigrant workers were left to the continued ex-
ploitation of right-wing union bureaucrats and
assorted demagogues. All CLM had been interes-
ted in was to replace the U.S. reactionary leader-
ship, with one from Canada, and failing that, they
left the scene.

Since that time, every minor power struggle
between U, 8. and Canadian bureaucrats in the
labour unions, acquires a revolutionary significance
for the CLM. Its newspaper, New Canada, carries
regular reports on labour struggles in most glowing
terms, such as the following:

"May 7 saw a smashing victory for Canadi-
an unions in Winnipeg. The 613 workers
of the Bristol Aerospace Company have
finally won their two-year battle to get
out of 'International' Association of
Machinists." (Emphasis added).24
Now, when it turns out that the vote was 312 to 250,
one could hardly call this a "smashing victory"!
Obviously there are serious contradictions in the
union around issyes that have little to with "anti-
» imperialism" (unless one assumes that the 250
workers voting to remain in the international union,
are staunch supporters of U, S, imperialism!), and
these are the issues that the CLM, blinded by its
"primary contradiction"”, are unable to either.per-
ceive or deal with.

It is worthwhile to note that another observer,
less ideologically blinded and therefore more ob-
jective in his approach, has been able to make
sense out of the "smashing victory', reported by
the CLM, and to demystify the whole struggle. In
an article, aptly titled "Winnipeg's CAIMAW:
Business unionism replaces business unionism",
Alvin Finkel writes:

""The depth of hostility between CAIMAW
(Canadian Association of Industrial,
Mechanical and Allied workers) and the
internationals however can cloud a rather
basic question: what real differences are

there in the philosophy and approach of
the two? Interviews with Bristol workers
gave me the distinct impression that a
change of unions in the plant has meant
little more than a change in the faces of
the contract negotiators. A new contract
was negotiated in April 1971, and most
workers contacted were satisfied with it.
But, as one worker who voted for CAIMAW
and supports it, commented: 'IAM always
got good contracts, too...I wouldn't say
this contract is any better.' For example,
like JAM, the new union was willing to let
the company recoup part of its increased
wage costs by laying off newer workers.
In all 88 workers were released,.

Nor has CAIMAW meant increased
involvement by Bristol workers in union
affairs. True, all union decisions are
locally made, but as in IAM, only a hand-
ful of workers take part in making these
decisions. The union is seen as an inter-
mediary organization between the com-
pany and the workers rather than an or-
ganization of the workers themselves.

In fact, it is this intermediary character
of the union that makes it possible for
breakaways like CAIMAW to grow. Work-
ers, who believe a new union might give
them improved services, adopt an attitude
of 'let's give this new group a chance.'

And Finkel concludes:
"A fair analysis of CAIMAW vs. IAM is
that CAIMAW is number two and it tries
harder. But it has made no changes in
the relations between management and
workers' prerogatives. The assump-
tions implicit in the approach of both
CAIMAW and IAM are the same: that
management's role is to manage; and
the union's role is to insure that manage-
ment 'trickle down' some of the in-
creased earnings of the firm.
The 'Canadian union' issue is relevant
but it must be seen in perspective. Bris-
tal - Aerospace workers belong to a
Canadian union and are employed by a
Canadian-owned firm. But they would
have no less role in decision- making at
Bristol if tomorrow American owners and

- an American union took over.'25

A '"'smashing victory", indeed!

Failing to understand the alienation of workers
from their labour and '"their' unions, CLM has re-
duced the totality of working class experience to
one "grievance', that against American domina-
tion of their unions and the companies they work
for, and has limited the whole working class strug-
gle to a struggle against "international' unions.

By the nature of these politics, which do not com-
prehend working class life, the CLM allies itself

24) New Canada, vol. 1 no. 3.

25) Canadian Dimension, vol. 8, no. 1, p. 46.
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with ""local" leadership, hoping, perhaps, that
once the '"first task', the national struggle, has
been won, then they can start talking about social-
ism.26 Socialism, oddly enough, is the second
item on the agenda that they themselves have pre-
pared! Meanwhile, the serious task of examining
the present day nature of the trade union move-
ment, as to whether it can be a vehicle for funda-
mental social change, has not even started, and
neither has there been an attempt to understand
the whole range of working class oppression and
alienation.

The CLM acts equally undialectically and un-
comprehendingly towards the university experi-
ence as well. The totality of that oppressive in-
stitution, the way universities are controlled by
the ruling class, the way knowledge is fragmented
in them to create in the students (and professors)
an experience of absurdity and boredom, the way
theory is separated from practice (in the case of
Canada, American theory from Canadian practice),
becomes reduced by the CLM to "let's get rid of
American professors'. This is all the 85% quota
campaign is about. It contains a basic democratic
demand that the citizens of a nation would have

a priority over jobs in that country, but instead of
going beyond this narrow demand, as a dialectician
would, into dealing with the nature of those jobs,
i.e. what is to be taught in the university, who is
to control the universities and so on, the CLM has
got stuck, like a broken record, on the virtues of
the 85% quota as such.

Again, the magical ""primary contradiction",
prevents them from seeing a fluid reality, in which
"American professors' do not figure as a key ele-
ment, since Canadian professors can also be found
to fragment knowledge, be boring, be careerist,
perpetuate bourgeoise ideology, be indifferent to-
wards the students, and so on, To which CLM can
be found to respond: "But first we'll deal with the
imperialists, then with the Canadians." And from
that perspective they will try to rally reactionary
and conservative Canadians to protect their jobs.

Now there is no reason in the world - except
deepseated formalism and ideological blindness -
why one could not deal with the national question
and socialism as being thoroughly interrelated.

Both questions have to be raised at the same time.
It does no good to demand, for instance, "Canadian
studies' and ""Canadian culture",if what passes pre-
séntly for these is bourgeois Canadian studies and
bourgeois Canadian culture, just as removed
from the lives of the working class majority in this
country as are the U.S. counterparts. It is up to
the left groups, such as CLM, to spell out what
they mean by '"Canadian'’; i.e., what it is that
they want to substitute for the presently dominant
U.S. culture.

If it so happens that they would have to spell
out that ""Canadian" means socialist and pro-work-
ing class, they would have to bid a hasty goodbye
to the elements they are presently trying to rally
forth; disgruntled, but not even slightly socialist
or pro-working class, graduate students, junior
academics, artists, writers, film-makers, and
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so on. If on the other hand they will not spell out
their politics for the fear of losing their present
constituency of petty bourgeois elements, the CLM
will fully deserve to be called not a socialist move-
ment, but a national chauvinist one. The choice

is CLM's and the choice it has to make if it is not
to die of "internal contradictions', of being "'se-
cretly socialist'', but openly narrowly chauvinis-
tic.

For the Trotskyists, it's NDP furewer s

The Trotskyist movement in this country is
equally boggled down in hopelessly formalistic
thought. The strategy of the movement for the
last decade has been to "bore from within'' the
New Democratic Party, in the hope of turning it
into a socialist movement. (Presently, they are
also doing their damnest to keep the Waffle move-
ment in the NDP, and to prevent any serious dis-
cussion as to where the Waffle should go)27 The
Trotskyists have made up their minds once and for
all that there is no place they would rather be than
in the NDP. And this despite the fact that their
hard work has born very little fruit; if anything,
the NDP as a party is moving further to the right
and becoming less and less willing to and capable
of presenting a fundamental challenge to the rul-
ing class parties in this country.

The Trotskyist argument goes something like
this: '"The NDP is a workers' party, and has init
the most advanced elements of the class, the trade
unionists. These people are not yet ready for so-
cialism, but those not in the NDP are even less
ready. We should stay close to this most ad-
vanced sector of the working class, and try to
raise their consciousness. That is why our pri-
mary strategy is to stay in the NDP and to advo-
cate that the more radicalized elements in the
society also do so. One day we'll take over the
NDP, the way we have taken over other groups and
organizations." 28 .

There are many fallacies to this argument,
obvious to anyone who seriously investigates so-
cial reality. For one thing, the argument ignores
the class reality of the NDP, the obvious fact

26) Here the CLM is not alone. The pro-nationalist
independent socialists also tie themselves up with
the leadership of Canadian unions, and fail to under-
stand and deal with the contradiction between leader-
ship and rank-and-file members. The most they can
achieve this way is to become integrated into the
union bureaucracy, often as unpaid labour.

27) There is no longer any time for such a discussion.
As of late June, the Waffle has been expelled from the
NDP. They will now, belatedly, have to deal with
questions that they have systematically ignored over
the last three years, such as what they can do with-
out the NDP.

28) There is no theoretical struggle visible in the
Trotskyist movement around the question of the NDF;
thus no thoroughgoing discussion can be found on the
pages of their two papers, Labor Challenge and Young
Socialist.




"When the revolutionary socialists raise the demand 'Win the NDP to
socialism', they do not express the illusion that the NDP can become a
revolutionary party. They are expressing their conviction that the struggle

for a revolutionary program and leadership will be expressed within the

NDP for a whole perigod to come."

Labor Challenge, May 22, 19%2.

... the Trotskyists' have an unshaking faith in the NDP. ..

that the leadership of the party at any level does
not come from the working class, but from what
can be called the petty bourgeoisie. Il is lawyers,
doctors, teachers, social workers, journalists,
academics, and labour functionaries, who run the
party, and it is the labour union leadership (paid
functionaries and bureaucrats) who keep the party
going financially through donations that are auto-
matically deducted from the workers' wages,

after the local leadership has chosen to affiliate

with the NDP. Anyone familiar with union life,
knows that the support/non- support of the NDP is
not arrived at through a process of mass discus-
sion but can be and most often is achieved in a
small meeting, with barely a quorum present.
Thus it cannot be construed, except by those
thoroughly naive, that affiliation by a union is an
expression of the totality of the membership or
even a large part of it.

Anyone with eyes can also see that there is
very little life in the riding associations, and that
this feeble life does not come from the working
class. Working class people might and do vote
for the NDP as an alternative to something even
worse, but they do not join the party anywhere near
the numbers they vote for it. And what is most in-
teresting, a large proportion of working class peo-
ple do not vote for anyone at all. 29

The undialectical thought of the Trotskyists
makes them interpret this reality of non-participa-
tion and non-voting by the working class in a most
extraordinary way. They will argue that this indi-
cates political backwardness on the part of the
working class population, and that if these people
could only become ''radicalized" they would join
the NDP. The possibility that large sectors of the
working class have rejected the NDP, not because
they have a ""Marxist critique' of social democracy,

the tarnished image of the NDP as "'a worker's
party'', the party itself (with or without the Trot-
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Canada.
Here we have the incredible situation of so-
called revolutionaries doing their utmost to drag
working class people into a party that has never
represented the interests of the working class,
but is a selfconsciuus expression of the petty bour-
geois elements in this country. Of course, the
Trotskyists cannot succeed, since hard work and
good intentions, without a thorough class analysis
and a profound understanding of the actual nature
of working clacs life, amounts to exactly nothing.
If openminded investigation were permitted in
the Trotskyist movement, the members would do
well to investigate the fact that a great number of
working class people, greatly dissatisfied with
their lives and the society they live in, will neither
join the NDP nor vote for it, since their percep-
tions of what is wrong and what has to be done, is
far more thorough, far more radical in real sense,
than that of the NDP. If one dares to talk to ordin-
ary working class men and women at election time,
one might hear these fundamental criticism coming

from "apathetic'" and '"politically backward' workers:

"The parties are all the same; nothing in them for
people like us.", ""The NDP - that's just a bunch
of lawyers and social workers. What do they

know ?'"", "Voting? Why wear out your shoes?
What difference does it make for a guy like me?",
"Never see them around, except at election times?
Do they think we're stupid or something?'", 'No,
what's needed is something altogether different.
And they are all the same." And so on and on.

29) Re participation in voting, there is an important

thing to remember: you have to manage to get on the
voter's list. Here there are unknown numbers of work-
ing class people, particularly single roomers of all
ages, who don't make it. Their lack of participation is
nowhere recorded. Of those on the voter's list, the vo-
ting ranges from ca 75% in Fed. and Prov. elections, to
a dismal less than 50% in municipal elections.

| but because the NDP does not come to grips in any
| way whatsoever with their life circumstances, has
not yet been entertained by the Trotskyisis (or the
Waffle for that matter). And neither has the possi-
bility penetrated their collective consciousness,
that no matter how hard they'll work to polish the
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The problem, however, with the Trotskyist revolution slip through the hands of the working

movement 1s that its class base is also petty bour- class. As early as 1922 Lenin was alarmed by the
geois, largely consisting of middle class univer- fact that the Tsarist functionaries who had first
sity students. No wonder that they feel comfor- boycotted the new government soon joined forces
table in the NDP and no wonder that they too are with it:

removed from the working class in this country -
otherwise they would have understood that the
widespread popular discontent, largely inarticu-

""We took over the old state apparatus, and
that was our misfortune. The state appar-
atus very often works against us. It hap-

lated as yet, indicates dissatisfaction with the | pened that in 1917, after we had seized
pres_ent social system as Wﬁ?ll as all the leﬂzlcal _ power, the state apparatus began to sabo-
parties, and I?aves an opening _to the l'eft, which ; tage us. We had, at that time, a great
has not been filled yet. And this opening cannot fight and asked them: ""Please, come back
be filled by left movements that do not perceive to us." 'And they all came back and that
reality dialectically and who try to fit a flowing, was our misfortune.

complex and intricate reality to a dead formula. We have now an immense mass of officials,
Or by left movements like the Trotskyists, who but we have not sufficient trained forces
do not even talk to the workers. (Suggested topic really to manage them. In practice it often
for the Labor Challenge: "What the workers real- happens that here, above,where we hold
ly think of the NDP and what conclusions we might state power, the apparatus manages to
draw from that?' Are there any takers?) work, but there, below, where they take

decisions, they decide in such a way that
they very often work against our policies.
Above we have, I do not know how many,
but I suppose at least some thousands, or

If the Trotskyists have successfully avoided at the most some tens of thousands, of our
doing a class analysis of the NDP, the Communist own people. But be'lqw are hun_dreds of
Party of Canada has on the record an even more thousands of old officials inherited from
monumental achievement of never having done a the Tsar and from the bourgeois society,
class analysis of the Soviet Union and the post- ., Who work CGH§CIGUSIF,3611 part uncon-
revolutionary developments there. Where the sclously, against us.""(emphasis added)
Trotskyists forever do a public relations job for A :If_he workers became rapidly an }ns1gn1f1cant
the NDP, the Communist Party of Canada has minority at all levels ?f party functioning. The
turned into a tourist agency for the Soviet Union. very agency, Workers_ and Peasapts' Inspection
The party is carrying - now for decades - the (RKI), created by Lenin to supervise the work of
incredible burden of trying to present the Soviet government and administrations, succumbed to
Union to the world as a socialist country, even different flass f?rcefa.T As Moshe Lewin describes it
perhaps a communist one. This, of course, is an Under Stalin’s direction - he was Com-
untenable position to be put into, no different from flsgar Eﬂf I;SPEC?IDH from March, 1919 to
the position that some others have taken in defend- pril 25, 1922 - it [RKI ] had become an
ing U.S. as the "heart of the free world''. Neither overgrown, highly bureaucratic body,
position corresponds to reality - unless words are comprising some twelve thousand civil
distorted to such an extent that they become mean- servants, very few of whom were work-
ingless, which they do when Soviet Union is equa- ers. The chinovniki [Tsarist functionar-

No class analysis of Soviet Union

ted with socialism/communism and U.S. with the ies]'had succeeded in taking over the in-
free world, stitutions that had been specially created
What about the possibility that there has been to combat bureaucracy.' 3l
no socialism at all in the Soviet Union in the last In March of 1921, a party purge, advocated by
five decades? What about the possibility that the Lenin for a number of years, had been sanctioned
revolution, having been made prematurely with a by the 10th Party Congress. The resolution passed
tiny party heading a numerically small working indicates strongly the nature of the class conflict
class, went to defeat not very many years after- within the party: :
wards, even before Lenin died in January, 19247? "Elements which are not sufficiently com-
Only to be replaced by the rule of a different munist or [are] even directly parasitic are
class, the Russian "middle class', consisting of flowing into the party in a broad stream.
Tsarist officials, managers and owners, bureau- The Russian Communist Party is in pow-
crats, the educated class, the "intelligentsia", er, and this inevitably attracts to it, to-
most of whom rose to power by joining the Com- gether with the better elements, career-
munist Party after the revolution was made. ist elements as well. A serious purge is

It is absolutely necessary to do a lot of de-
mystifying about the Russian revolution (as well
as the Chinese, for that matter), so that the last 2 i 3 :
fifty years practice in that country cannot be used 30) E.H. Carr, Socialism in one country, Penguin

: : : T Books, 1970 edition, vol. 1, p. 132.
to invalidate the yet untested ideas of socialism -» : : )
and communism. One could perhaps start with 31) Moshe Lewin, Lenin's last struggle, Pantheon

Lenin's own experiences, as a man who saw the Books, 1968, p. 95,
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indispensable in Soviet and party organi-
zations, ''32
The first purge cut the membership down 24 per

cent, leaving the party with half-a- million members.
As is to be expected, the purge fell more severely on
non-worker and non-peasant elements, but did not
elevate particularly working class members to
leadership and decision- making positions. Accord-
ing to Carr, the proportion of workers and peasants

been a minority in post-revolutionary Russia,
(even by the fact that as a class the industrial
working class was numerically small), the intro-
duction of the New Economic Policy (NEP) in
1921-22, with its definite concessions to well-to-do
peasants and capitalists and the simultaneous in-
flux of even more petty bourgeois elements into
the Communist party, turned the working class
once again into a subject class, inside and out-

Photo: David Lloyd

Contemporary Soviet art reflects (unwittingly) faithfully the condition of
workers in that country: downtrodden, dejected beasts of burden, face-

less members of the "labour force'.

..............................................
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rose in the industrial provinces from 47 to 53 per
cent and in agricultural provinces, from 31 to 48
per cent. These statistics show that the workers
and peasants, who together constituted a huge
majority of the Russian population, constituted -
barely half of the membership of the party in 192]!
But even these statistics present an inflated num-
ber of "workers and peasants', since anyone with
a working class or peasant background, no matter
what their actual _occupation was, emerged as a
worker or peasant in the statlstics The Party at
one point attempted to deal with this problem of
paid party functionaries being classified as "work-
ers and peasants'', and introduced more specific
categories, of "workers from the bench' and
"peasants from the plough". On the basis of this
more accurate definition of social classes, Molo-
tov reported to the 14th Party Congress in Decem-
ber 1925, that "whereas 58 per cent of party mem-
bers were returned in the statistics as workers,

only 38 per cent were "workers from the bench” 33
If the workers then had from the beginning

(Tair Salakhov: Workers)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

su:ie of the party. With the NEP came all the
scourges of capitalism: unemployment for the
workers, one-man management as opposed to
workers' control, oppressive production methods,
differential wage rates and purely material incen-
tives. Carr describes the impact of the NEP on
the workers:

"It. . .was also in the spirit of NEP that

the rights of employers, public or pri-

vate, should not be overlooked. The
functions of the unions included the en-

couragement of production: the obliga-
tions placed on factory committees in-
cluded: 'collaboration in the normal e
process of production in state under-
takings, and participation through the

32) Carr, ibid, p. 212.
33) Carr, ibid, p. 105

34) Carr, The Bolshevik revolution, Penguin Books,
1966 edltmn vol. 2, p. 329. '
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intermediary of the appropriate trade
unions in the regulation and organization
of the national economy.' The failure
of the worker to reach the required norm
of production might be penalized by de-
ductions from wages which must not,
however, fall below two thirds of the
standard rate. A long list of grounds on
which the worker was liable to dismis-
sal without compensation for failure to
fulfill his contract was one point in the
code which aroused serious criticism in
VTSIK (All Russian All-Union Executive
Committee): one speaker described it
as 'a trump card in the hands of private
employers. 134
At the same time, the Red Industrialists, who
gained increased inﬂuence in the party and in the
society at large, were permitted make their proi-
its again,with a little help from their friends. In
1923, the twelfth Party Congress undnimously ap-
proved a report by Trotsky, which among other
things contained a remarkable passage, in which
it was stated that ""the workers must be helped to
understand that the director who strives to earn
profits is serving the interests of the working
class in the same degree as the trade union
worker who strives to raise the standard of living
of the worker and to protect his health.'" And
furthermore, that ""the director who proves him-
self by the positive results of his work, should be
able to count on the unqualified 'protection and
support’ of party organs.35% (emphasis supplied)

‘Which makes Carr observe: "In a resolu-
tion which paid scant attention to the demands of
the workers or of the trade unions, the distribu-
tion of emphasis was significant."

It is not surprising that the cntmﬂ were to
call NEP the New Exploitation of the Proletariat,
and that this label was an accurate one. During
the fall of 1923, the workers reacted with wide-
spread illegal strikes to their accumulated
grievances, and the strikes were opposed by the
party as well as by the trade union leadership.
This official response has a strangely familiar

sound:

"Any threat of a worker's strike to en-
force attention to their grievances was
treated as a breach of trade union dis-
cipline and punished by exclusion of those
responsible from the trade union, which
meant automatic dismissal from the
factory and inability to obtain another
job. In ptractice, therefore, the trade
union representatives and the factory
committees tended to find themselves in
league with the managers and with the
police to maintain discipline among the
workers, to prevent strikes and to sup-
press disturbances. When stoppages of
work occurred, the GPU at once inter- .
vened, at the request of the management
and with the tacit or explicit assent of
the unions, to arrest 'ring leaders' and
'instigators'. Protests and demonstra-
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tions by the workers were ruthlessly met
with force."36

Not communism, but state capitalism

From there on things only became worse for
the workers, since industrialization was to be car-
ried out on their backs, without their consent and
without any meaningful participation on their part.
Far from communism or socialism, what was
being introduced in the Soviet Union, was a form of
capitalism, state capitalism, in which the state
owned the means of production and acted as a
single capitalist, ruthlessly extracting surplus

‘value from the workers. At the same time, within
that state decisions were made and power yielded
by the old bourgeocisie and the petty-bourgeoisie;
the functionaries, bureaucrats, managers and .
intellectuals, with the workers remaining a subject
class. (For further elaboration on the notion of
state capitalism, see Raya Dunayevskaya's Marx-
ism and freedom, mentioned earlier in this article.)

According to Lenip, state capitalism was
a step toward socialism, which it in theory could
have been, if the controls would have been put
firmly into the hands of the workers. But the
very opposite happened; it was the workers who

were controlled, to the extent that their position
was identical - if not worse - with that of the working
class in capitalist countries.

Everything under the sun was done to in-
crease production and to tie the workers down to
jobs that they detested, all in the name of ''labour
discipline. There were differential wages and
"bonuses', as well as other privileges for ""good"
workers, (such as holidays, educational privileges,
extra rations of food and other goods); there was
the famous ""socialist competition' (better known
as Stakhanovism) in which workers were pitted
against each other in an orgy of record breaking
(and ratebusting) work performances. When
attempts to "motivate' the workers invariably
failed, labour discipline entered the picture.
Punitive measures were taken to combat high
labour turnover - itself a manifestation of the wide-
spread alienation of Soviet labour. Solomon
Schwartz describes one of the early instances of
tightening work discipline. In the revamping of
the labour code in November 1932, the following

" changes were made:

"Employers were now obliged (not mere-
ly entitled as previously) to discharge
"truants' without notice; and one day of
unjustified absence sufficed. A dis-
charged truant was to be relieved of the
food cards and me rchandise coupons

(for rationed manufactured goods) is-
sued to the employee in connection with
his job, and he was to be evicted from

35) Carr, Interregnum, Penguin Books, 1969 edi-
tion, p. 54.
36) ibid, pp. 102-103.

37) Carr, The Bolshevik revolution, vol. 2, pp. 97-
98.




any dwellings furnished to him by the
plant. 'Instantly' - the People's Com-
missariat for Labor of the USSR added
on November 26, 1932. He was to be
evicted with his family, regardless of
a lack of other accomodation, 'at any
time of the year', and even 'without
providing transportation facilities!"'38
It simply boggles the mind to think of what
happened to the delinquent workers, who sud-
denly found themselves without work, without
- roof over his and his family's head, and with no
legal access to the food supplies and other neces-
sary goods. Where was he to go in a country
where the state was the main employer? One
could only guess that in this manner a whole new
category was created of alienated, powerless
workers being turned into a criminal element
(since no legitimate means were available for
their survival), and labeled permanently as
"enemies of the state'.

To make things worse, in December 1938, after
another law revision, workers had to start carry-
ing workbooks, in which their work record, bad or
good, was spelled out in detail. The same law now
required that workers give one month's notice be-
fore they leave their jobs, rather than the seven
days previously demanded. Penalities for tardi-
ness and "'unjustified" absence from work were
greatly stiffened, and vacation laws and social in-
surance were remodeled into devices to bind the
workers more firmly to their jobs. It was now
possible that a worker, who left his/her job on
his own accord, lost all health and maternity in-
surance rights and was not entitled to sick bene-
fits again until six months after starting a new job.
Schwartz describes some of the effects of the
tightening labour discipline?
"Every instance of being late for work
'without valid reason' was now punish-
able, every case of knocking off early
for lunch or at closing time, every
kind of 'loafing' on the job, etc. The
penalties provided were: warning, repri-
mand, severe reprimand, severe repri-
mand coupled with a warning of further
steps, especially dismissal; transfer to
a lower-paid work for a period up to
three months. The imposition of these
penalties was not discretionary but man-
datory on the plant managers."99

The legislation had a predictable effect:
"The dismissals as such affected only a
minority, or course, but a constant fear
of dismissal seized the masses of labor
as a whole. The fear of being late be-
came a nightmare to workers, many of
whom had no watches or clocks, and sent
them speeding to work in frantic haste.
The same fear made them gulp their
lunch as quickly as possible. 'Lunch
takes our workers from 15 to 22 minutes ,
boasted the canteen manager of the Mos-
cow precision tool plant. . .And the assis-
tant manager of the Kharkov Tractor

Works stated that in their hurry to get
back to work in time, the men of his
plant 'sometimes don't get around to eat-
ing their lunch. ' " 40

At the same time when labour discipline tight-
ened (in 1940 it became a criminal offense, with
prison sentences from 2-4 months, to quit your
job on your own accord), work hours lengthened
and working conditions deteriorated - naturally at
the expense of the workers' health and happiness.
Overtime could be demanded at will by the manage-
ment and workers found it increasingly impossi-
ble to refuse it, for fear of reprisals. All in all,
the workers in the Soviet Union were profoundly
oppressed.

It has been necessary to dwell on the fate of
the Soviet workers at length, to show how undia-
lectical thought first of all forgets about living
human beings. '"'Socialism', to the Communist
Party, exists despite the fact that workers are
oppressed. And it becomes evident even after
a brief investigation that the term "workers' state"
has been and continues to be a complete misnomer
when applied to the Soviet Union. The post-war
"liberalization" of labour laws have made the
Soviet workers resemble more and more their
counterparts in countries such as Sweden: in both
places workers are ''taken care of'", through
social and welfare legislation, but are otherwise
not allowed to participate in any significant de-
cisions affecting their lives. In both countries
the alienation of the workers is rampant, although
not officially recognized in the Soviet Union - bad
things there are of course, "remnants of capital-
ism".4l And in both countries fundamental chan-
ges are needed to create the condition for the true
liberation of the working class. |

38) Solomon Schwartz, Labor in the Soviet Union,
Praeger, 1951, p. 99.

39) ibid, p. 103.
40) ibid, p. 105.

41) In an article by the Soviet sociologist, N.F.
Naumova, in which the attitude of Soviet workers
towards their work is compared with that of French
workers, the author writes with unbridled enthusia-
sm: "...the Soviet worker does not consider him-
self to be simply the object of certain favourable
or unfavourable circumstances. He feels himself
to be the master of the enterprise, and is anxious
to do away with those defects that are a handicap to
him personally, and also those that interfere with
the smooth operation of the entire enterprise."

(N.F. Naumova, ''Social factors in the emotional
attitude towards work", in G.V. Osipov, Industry
and labour in the USSR, 1966). Isn't this the "happy

- worker'" so familiar from bourgeois sociology

everywhere in the world? And isn't this the same
worker who is so rarely, if ever, allowed to speak
for himself, because the truth about his/her expe-
rience might just be too disturbing to the existing
order? (See also the article on the National Film
Board, ''Silencing the workers', in this issue).
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The revolution was premature

Somehow, it is quite simple. One only has to
realize that even if the revolution was made in
Russia, it nevertheless could not be kept going.
The revolution, it appears at least from the
point of view of the working class, was premature

and could not be sustained. Engels, in the Peasant
War in Germany, foresaw this development:
""The worst thing that can happen to the
leader of an extreme party is a conjunc-
tion of circumstances which compels him
to take the administration into his own
hands in an epoch when the movement is
not yet ripe for the rule of the class
whose representative he is, or for the
measures demanded by the rule of that
class. What he can do depends not on
his will, but on the level of intensity
reached by the clash of interests of dif-
ferent classes, and on the stage of de-
velopment of the material conditions of
existence, of the conditions of production
and means of communication which al-
ways lie behind the development of
- class contradictions. What he ought to
to do, what his own party demands of
him, depends not on himself and also
not on the stage of development of the
class struggle and of the conditions
that lie behind it: he is bound by his
former teachings and demands, which
once again take their rise not out of
the existing relation of social classes,
and not out of the existing, more or less
fortuitous, position of conditions of
production and means of communication,;
but out of his more or less profound
understanding of the general consequen-
ces of the social and political move-
ment. He is inevitably confronted by
an insoluble dilemma: what he can do
contradicts his whole former behaviour,
his principles and the immediate in-
terests of his party;. what he ought to
to do is impracticable. In a word he
is compelled to defend not his own par-
ty, not his own class, but that
class for whose rule the movement is
already ripe at the time in question.
He must in the interest of the move-
ment itself defend the interests of an
alien class, and put off his own class
with phrases and promises, assuring it
that the interests of this alien class are
identical with its interests. He who has
fallen into this false position is lost
irretrievably. '"42
If only this simple message would reach the
Communist Party of Canada; one does not have to
defend the Soviet Union and argue against all evi-
dence that socialism prevails in the "workers'
state'. One does not have to defend the Soviet
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Union any more than one would have to defend,

say, Sweden. Neither, for historical/political
reasons, that can be analyzed and comprehended,
is anywhere near socialism. By repeating over
and over again, as the communists do, that the
"Soviet Union is a workers' state'’, does not make
it so. Reality exists independently from our hopes,
dreams and wishes.

This denial of reality and the unwillingness to
investigate contradictions that might disturb one's
religiﬂunyidenlﬂm‘cal feelings (in this case the
contradiction that exists between the rulers and
the ruled in the Soviet Union), is reflected in all
aspects of the Communist Party's practice. That
is why much of its practice today is purely ritual-
istic involvement: demonstrations, petitions (for
Angela Davis, for a guaranteed annual income),
front groups through which it is hoped that aliena-
tion from the Canadian scene can be overcome.
But the shortcuts lead only to further alienation,
it seems, and if possible, to the further "liberal-
ization" of the practice. As I have pointed out
earlier, the Communist Party can be found doing
today what the liberal radicals did a year ago:
organizing the poor, as well as involving them-
selves in ""community projects" financed by the
Federal State. One can expect them to "discover"
the issue of '""community control", when the con-
cept has become so thoroughly discredited that
no one, except the hard core liberals and govern-
ment technocrats will touch it.

“Economism’’ all pervasive on the left

If all the organized left groups in Canada have
the serious stumbling blocks in their theory and
practice that I have attempted to describe above,
there is another manifestation of their undialectical
approach to life that, to my mind, will keep them
permanently alienated from the working class.

This is their "economism', the viewing of working
men and women as only being interested in
economic matters (on the other side of the coin is
the attempt to make them into pure idealists, ready
to involve themselves in an "anti- imperialist strug-
gle" and "people’s war'' at will and out of "patriotic
feelings', rather than from any response to even
so slightly objective conditions). Most of the left
groups work hard to appeal to the workers narrowly
material (economic) self-interests (this is applic-
able to the Trotskyists, the Communists, the
Canadian Party of Labour, the Canadian Liberation
Movement, the Waffle and the Maoists), others
(Partisan Party, Red Morning and similar groups)
reject the workers for the same reason: they
have concluded (from what experience, one does

not know), that the workers are hopelessly mater-
ialistic and since they are also relatively well off on
the North American continent, they are not interested

42) As quoted in E. H. Carr, Socialism in one cou-

ntry, vol. 1, p. 115.



in any deep going changes. These latter groups re-
ject the workers as change agents and regard them
as part of the "enemy". .

I have never read an article in any of the Cana-
dian left papers, where it is stated that "we think
that the workers are such and such, and therefore
we advocate such and such strategies and tactics".
None of the groups that think "'positively' about the
workers, state their basic assumptions, their under-
standing of the psychology and soclology of the work-
ing class. Consequently one has to construct their
assumptions from what they print. And they print
what they think workers are Interested in, although,
in all cases, the publications reveal more about the
ideology and perceptions of the groups than they ever
do about the workers.

Let us then examine these publications. A typi-
cal issue of the Canadian Worker (CPL) has strict-
ly speaking "labour" news, i.e. strike news, invari-
ably illustrated by photographs of youthful demonstra-
tors carrying the party flag or slogans. Most of the
items deal with how to fight the bosses and how to
combat nationalism (""May Day Committee Staggers
Cshawa Bosses', "United Proletarians Will Crush
National Leaders', '"Smash Nationalism, Racism,
Bureaucrats'), and some deal specifically with high
school students organizing activities (again with pic-
tures of party flags). , That is all there is in the
Canadian Worker: news about militancy at the point
~ of production and in the educational institutions and
ideological exhortations ("Smash Rascist Unemploy-
ment".) In no issues that I have seen, has there
ever been articles about problems of every day life:
about health, nutrition, childrearing, male/female
relationships, sexuality, problems of youth, old age,
and women, the meaning of popular culture, or the
meaning of life. These, one realizes, are not consi-
dered "political" topics, whereas fist-shaking and
flag-waving picket line militancy is!

The CLM paper, New Canada, in a typical issue
deals a lot with labour news, but only if they are re-
lated to Canadian unionism. There are also regu-
lar news about the quota campaigns (university pro-
fessors, culture in general). In addition there are
occasional in depth articles on economic imperial-
ism (the auto pact), cultural imperialism (Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education, in Toronto), and
Popular culture (a eulogy for Stompin' Tom
Connors). There has never yet been an article
about the problems of every day life: about health,
nutrition, childrearing, male and female relation-
ships, sexuality, problems of youth, old age, and
women, critical examination of popular culture, or
articles on the meaning of life. These topics, one
gathers, are difficult to connect with "anti- imperi-
alist struggle" (that is, with a narrow definition of
anti-imperialism), but mainly these aspects of hum-
an existence are not regarded as political by CLLM
either,

Labor Challenge, the Trotskyist newspaper,

carries news mainly about its anti-war and pro-abor-
tion campaigns, international news about working
class and student militancy elsewhere, and occasion-
al labour news, particularly reports from Quebec.
Never, to my memory, have there been articles in
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Stereotyped workers stare at you from a typical
left poster. Despite the artist's attempt to glorify
the workers, they look more like retarded murde-
rers (with blood on their hands, at that!), than any
living workers one knows.

that paper dealing with the every day life of the
workers: articles about health, childrearing, nutri-
tion, male/female relationships, sexuality, pro-
blems of youth, old age and women (unless these
latter articles have to do with abortions). And never
have they discussed the meaning of life. It is clear,
that the Trotskyists, likewise, do not consider
every day life political.

- Take then a typical issue of the Communist
Party publication, Canadian Tribune. There are
labour news, mainly about strikes and trade union
activities, there are articles about woman workers,
but dealing exclusively with "equal pay" aspects,
there are reports of peace activities (Peace Cong-
ress), and always wonderful news from the Soviet
Union. There are no articles about health (unless
they deal with the costs of medical care - just an-
other instance of "economism"), childrearing, nu-
trition, male/female relationships, problems of
youth (unless they relate to jobs), problems of old
age, the meaning of popular culture, and the mean-
ing of life. The Canadian Tribune, like the others,
leaves these '"trivial'' aspects of social existence
for the bourgeois press to deal with. |
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(And the bourgeois press dwells on these as-
pects endlessly, but always from a bourgeois pers-
pective. They expose, -but do not analyze, and never
come up with solutions that would make any differ-
ence to the working class. One sector of the bour-
geois press, the tabloids, also pretend to deal with
every day life, but do so only in gross and bizarre
‘ways, by exploiting the existing alienation and an-

xiety in their readers. But because they deal with
things that are close to some basic needs and ex-
periences of the masses of people, they sell by the
millions, whereas the most optimistic estimate of
the circulation of the left newspapers directed to

the workers, would be no more than 5,000 in Canada.
Cne should draw the necessary conclusions from
this: that the left press is no alternative at all to

the bourgeois press and no challenge whatsoever

to bourgeois hegemony. )

A newcomer among "'labour" papers, The East
Coast Worker, from Halifax (published by a group
called the East Coast Socialist Movement), is a
pure case of the "workerite" approach of seeing
workers as peculiarly narrow and limited human
beings, only interested in hearing about their jobs,
strikes, and other economic matters. If the East
Coast Worker does not talk about strikes, labour
militancy here and there, and the behaviour of .
bosses, they carry educational columns about the
nature of capitalism and socialism, which, too, are
purely economic and make their version of socialism
appear a total bore. Nothing in that publication
touches upon the every day life of the working class,
either.

The groups that have rejected the working class
as a change agent (such as the Partisan Party), put
out papers that appear to deal exclusively with
revolutions elsewhere (it's safest that way!).
There'salot of talk about "'the people' and "'the pigs",
but nothing at all about the politics of every day
life. The problems of every day life just cannot
‘compare with the glamour of '"'revolutionary' acti-
vities and with guerilla warfare.

Vulgar Marxism and bad sociology

What all these groups and publications have in
common is that they have reduced Marxism to a
narrow, economic doctrine, and workers to super-
human or subhuman creatures (depending on whether
you are for or against them), whose lives are spent
in the workplace, fighting the bosses or at consum-
ing their affluence. None of these groups have taken
seriously Marx's humanism (man is in the centre
not somewhere in the periphery of "economics"),
and have ignored his concept of alienation of labour.
Most of them, to my knowledge, brush off Marx's
early works as "youthful idealism', so the one
conceptual tool that might have allowed them to make
sense of the contemporary reality in an industrial
society, has escaped them completely.

Here, of course, it becomes clear that the left
movements have not contributed to any accurate

sociology or psychology of the working class (at
best they romanticize the workers, and worship
instances of past labour militancy). The worker for
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these groups is a purely mythological creature,
whom one "knows'', presumably, by the simple fac
that one has read some Marx. The worker is the
great immutable, that muscular fellow (always a
fellow, never a woman), who stares at you from
left wing posters and newspapers, and has his fist
raised in that eternal (and tiring) pose. The worke
is uncomplicated, brave, militant, ready for actio
and always held back by ""bad leaders'.

The worker is never young and scared about hi
her future. The worker is never middleaged, arth
tic, obese, cancerridden. The worker is never old
and defeated by his/her life experiences. The worl
is never sexist and oppressive towards women. Ti
worker is never a woman with too many children,
and too little time to understand them. The worker
never has a joyless sex life. The worker is never
ignorant and backward about many things - kept
that way by design. The worker is never unaware (
the needs of children and never treats them brutally
The worker is never a bundle of unfulfilled hopes an
dreams,of hidden talents and buried intellect. The
worker is never a human wreck, destroyed by the
capitalist order.

But it goes even deeper than that, and is not
just a matter of not having understood Marx. To re
duce the humanity of working men and women, ina
way that all the left groups presently do, is also to
reduce one's own humanity. If one does not take
seriously the sexual misery of the masses, for in-
stance, one clearly does not treat one's own sexual-
ity with great seriousness. If one does not recog-
nize the profound alienation of the working class
from everything in this society, one does not under-
stand one's own overall alienation and particularly
one's own alienation from the kind of "political work"
available in the left groups. And it works the other
way, as well. If one does not take one's own exper-
iences seriously, one is not likely to understand the
experiences of others, either.

Here we come back to the processes that make
the alienated, capitalist man possible. What strikes
one about the members of the present left is not just
that they are undialectical in thought and action, but
that they are distinctly unable to relate with warmth
and depth of feeling to either fellow members or non-
members. Going to any of the left meetings today
(or belonging ever so briefly to these organizations),
brings one into a situation in which communication
is symbolic and ritualistic, rather than actually
meaningful. People who appear physically and psy-
chologically rigid, disconnected and unhappy, pre-
sent themselves as "'leaders' and '"'spokesmen'', and
with great confidence speak in total abstractions
about life. And the members, trained in obedience
and submission for a lifetime, listen quietly and
applaude when necessary. Nobody asks any questions
on the contrary, anyone who asks a critical question,
is likely to be heckled or booed, and ruled "out of
order'. . :

There is also a heightened level of boredom in
political meetings and conferences, organized by
any and all the groups from the Maoists to the Waffle

continued on page 58
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This film is unfair to the

ruling class!

The original title of this film is On est au
coton, which translated into English means some thing
like "we're fed up" or "we've had it up to here'" (mea-
ning, our necks!). There is no English expression
available which would say the same thing and include
the pun on "cotton'. To be a textile worker who is
""au coton", is to be a textile worker who is fed up.
This film was censored, was forbidden to the eyes of
the people of Canada, because it dared to deal with
workers who are fed up.

The following interviews, originally published in
Cinema-Quebec, with Denys Arcand, who directed the
film, and Gerald Godin, who was part of the original
team of "technocrats' who were to participate as an
important element in it, describe quite clearly the
main theme and intention of Working on cotton. How
the film attempts to clarify the reasons for the work-
er's alienation and life impoverishment by linking it
with an analysis of present day capitalism,

Now, we must understand that any attempt at
explaining to the working class concretely why they
are oppressed and concretely who benefits from their
oppression, has traditionally been called "revolutiona-
ry aclivity' (Sydney Newman, the NFB commissioner,
doesn't call it that - perhaps because most of Canada's
"revolutionaries' are presently working for the state
on Local Initiatives Programme and Opportunities for
Youth grants. And "revolutionary" is a good word, a
government bait word which must not be used in any
derogatory sense at the present time!). The ruling
class in any capitalist society will see to it that all
forms of truly revolutionary activity are quenched,
it's as simple as that. No violence, unless absolutely
necessary - in the case of Working on cotton, the
violence of censorship was necessary. The Canadian
Textile Indusiry was up in arms: the workers had
been made to think, rather allowed to think openly,
and worse than that, allowed to speak about their
experiences. The film was therefore put on index,

The Government Film Commissioner, Mr. New-
man, doesn't state his case as bluntly as that. No,
the official reasons given in his letter to Andre
L'Heureux from the CNTU (reprinted in this issue)
and the press are, as you can see, those of a reaso-
nable man, committed to truth, justice and the good
reputation of the National Film Board of Canada. He
cannot and will not allow a documentary film about the
working conditions in the textile industry to be shown
as long as it contains factual errors. He asks "is it
right to have a worker in it (a man of undoubted hones-
ty) mistakenly say that as a Quebec textile worker he
could earn $1.25 an hour more in the United States
than he does here in Canada. Surely, you[Andre
L'Heureux | know that the average wage of a Canadian
textile worker is approximately the same, if not more,
when considering cost- of-living as that of an American
textile worker",
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by Rose-Marie Larsson

For a moment one is stunned by such scrupulous
honesty, such unflinching committment to a fair cause,
Until the memories start creeping back, and one re-
members a few things... I haven't seen Working on
cotton (who has?), but I have seen most of the other
NFB films purporting to deal with work and the nature
of the working class. And why are those films not
blacklisted? Most of them lie from beginning to end.
Most of the "factuals" are correct, perhaps, but
these films present worse and more complicated lies:
they deliberately and totally misrepresent the whole
reality of working class life.

Of all the NFB films I've seen about work, only
one allows the workers to speak for themselves about
their reality. That film is called The backbreaking
leaf , made in 1960 by Terence Macartney- Filgate.
Dealing with tobacco workers in Ontario, it is the
only film in which the workers speak. In all other
films they are mute. People speak for them in various
capacities - NFB narrators, company managers, ex-
perts, union officials. But the workers themselves are
robbed of the use of language. It is presumed, I suppose,
that they have nothing important to say. Rather, the
ruling class knows that the step from speaking your
mind to getting what you want, is a short one. There-
fore, the labour force - which after all is made up of
humans capable of human forms of expression, must
be kept from articulating their needs, their experiences,
even to themselves. Words must be rendered alien to
them, and any exercise of critical thinking must never
be allowed. For words carry meaning, and meaning
must not enter working class life, except of course
in the form of resignation to a joyless existence

In The backbreaking leaf, at least the workers
speak about why they are tobacco picking, how much
they are making, where they are from, and what they
plan to do with their money. Their work is filmed in a
straightforward, subject oriented way (as are the inter-
views with the men), but of course no attempt is ever
made to question or explain their reality. Not by the
film maker, not by the workers.

The other NFB films, about work and workers, are
either sentimental journeys into working class land,
where working class people are presented as some kind
of cute, picturesque, sometimes bizarre sub-humans.
As in for instance, September 5 at St. Henri, by Hubert

«quin. Again, without any attempts to question anything.
The emphasis is on "'people going about their business
as usual", as if our present system were the human
condition. No deepgoing social change is asked for by
anybody. Or worse, it isn't even thought possible, as
the title of another film, The things I cannot change,
by Tanya Ballantyne, suggests.

In most cases, however, the workers are featured
in the films only as "workers', robots on the job,
performing machine functions - as if they had no life
whatsoever aside from their function as "manpower".
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Films like ""High Steel" glorify workers as heroes,
but do not deal with their actual experiences. Need-
less to say, they are not censored by the NFB.
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Or if they do. it is a problem-free, affluent kind of
existence. One can see this approach in films like
Normetal by Gilles Groulx, We live in Mining (pro-
ducer unknown) and Miner by Robin Spry. These films
are all propaganda for American and Canadian capital.

Then we have the "stakhanovite approach', the
worker worship approach, as in High steel , by Don
Owen. Here the workers are portrayed as some kind of
super-capable sports heroes whose work is nothing but
a highly skilled game performed in a world where the
sun is always shining. To make things worse, this film
is also a contribution to the noble savage cult, for the
workers are all Indian, and are presented as having no
problems whatsoever, due to, it would seem, their
racial superiority in terms of agility and fearlessness.
It deserves an article all by itself.

Nowhere is the workers' experience of alienation
dealt with. If it is, it is done in such a way to render

{  any form of solution to it impossible. In Day after day
by Clement Ferron (who also wrote the script for Mon
Oncle Antoine), the everyday experience of workers -

’ this time in a paper mill - is presented as so absurd,
so totally avoid of meaning that any rational processes
are out of question.

Again, this is a film which never allows a worker
to speak about his or her experiences, Rather, we are
forced to listen to the droning voice of a woman reading
an endless non-sense dialogue against the background of
machine noises. On the screen are long close-up shots
of what must be paper-mill machinery (could be any kind
of machinery), often turning pulp around in a tub.

There is never a sequence which would give the
viewer an idea of how much and what kind of work a
worker has to do in a day. All the shots involving people
are too short and too mixed up for that. What this film
seems to aim for is a sort of ""poetic' vision of the inner
life of a worker. Doggerel it is, but not poetry. There
could have been poetry, had the film maker allowed the
subject of his film - the human beings we call workers -
to express itself in all its many dimensions. But then we
would have had the kind of poetry that is too real for the
NFB, because any meaningful statement about the work-
ing class experience cannot help but imply a strong cri-
ticism of our present social conditions. And that isn't
what the NFB is there for. The NFB exists to produce
films that cover up reality so that social change appears
impossible. And what could be better than a film like
Day after day which in a most seductive way tells you
that the workers have all gone crazy, the poor things,
machines are taking over and there's nothing we can do
about it.

The list is much longer. But this is not the place
to deal with it all. It's enough to say that the NFB hasn't
got a leg to stand on, were it to defend itself against
the accusation that it is anti-working class. There isn't
one filmin the catalogue, about work and workers,
which could not be accused of misrepresenting and
actually falsifying reality.

The other thing that bothers Sydney Newman about
Working on cotton is the way it deals with silicosis,
or ""cotomite’ as the workers call it. He states in his
letter that the "'incidence of silicosis is very low [in
the industry as a whole] in contrast to the impression
given in this film."

We have heard this argument before. We have
heard it from company managers and company doctors
in Sudbury, Canada, and Kiruna, Sweden. And if those
places are at all representative of the world's mining
industry, the argument must be heard all the time in
all the mining countries in the world. The "incidence
of silicosis' is always lower than the workers make it
it out to be! Perhaps, Sydney Newman, it depends on
who compiles the statistics and who sets the standards
for silicosis in the first place! Instead of asking peop-

le to take your word for it, why don't you arrange for
a film to be made with ample worker representation,

about health conditions in a textile plant in Quebec?
Concerning both Andre L'Heureux' and Sydney
Newman's complaint that Working on cotton, as New-
man puts it, "unfairly and unwisely downgrades the
often magnificent role played by the trade union move-
ment in helping the industry modernize itself', one
can only say this: we have yet to popularize the docu-
mentation of how and why the unions led the working
class into the present quagmire of "industrial rela-
tions'". It is a complicated story - but not so compli-
cated it cannot be grasped. Gerald Godin mentions
in one of the following articles that perhaps the major
weakness in this film is that it does not explain why,

when at one point someone says that the union leaders
defend the company as much as the bosses do."
And what does this all add up to? What is the
meaning of the censorship of Working on cotton?
Sydney Newman in his letter to the press makes
a lot of references to fairness, honesty and factual

truth, as lacking in this film. The film is not fair
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to the ruling class of Canada, nor to its representa-
tive, Sydney Newman., Well then, in all fairness,
must it not be said that the ruling class of Canada,
and particularly its faithful servants like. Sydney
Newman, are pathetic in their gutless rage, their
self-piteous, hollow appeals to Truth, Honesty and
Professional Judgement, while at the same time
censoring a document that works for a solution to

Introduction

It may seem a rather confusing thing (to say the
least), that a film like Working on cotton was ever made
in the first place. The fact is, however, that this film
is in most ways typical of the production methods of
the National Film Board. Generally speaking, there
are few full length films which when finished are in
line with what was originally intended. It is important
to analyse the underlying reasons for this phenomenon.
It may be because once the film maker has succeeded
in getting loans for his film, he is very much free to
do what he likes (he doesn't have to account for any-
thing until the film is finished - only then do his finan-
cial worries begin). One must look at this as a most
efficient way of diverting the bureaucracy which is by
definition stifling (and inescapable).

But the thing that puts-Working on cotton outside
of the regular NFB procedure is the fact that this film
has been withdrawn from circulation. This has in effect
happened to other films as well, but then it has usually
been done in a way that is much more subtle. In the
case of A crazy country (Un pays sans bon sens), the
circulation of the film was limited to non-commercial
distribution (commercial distribution was explicitly
prohibited). Another method of stopping a film is to
keep it out of distribution while talking about the possi~
bility of showing it on TV (this is what was done to
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the major problem of our times: the exploitation of
man by man,

This doesn't make them any less dangerous,
Working on cotton is a blacklisted film, Sydney New-

man has even called it "a dead film . It will never b
released. " (Cinema-Quebec, June-July 1971). Must
this remain a fact?

by Cinéma-Québe

L'Acadie, L'Acadie, and it is very difficult to under
stand why it took so long for it to be released.) In th
case of Denys Arcand's film, a brief message signe
by Sydney Newman was all that was necessary to pul
end to all hopes. ""There have been criticisms about
film's objectivity that have come to me from a wide
variety of sources - enough to make this action nec
sary."

To understand the reasons for this embargo, a
the nature of the criticisms that the film was to sti
we must go back three years to the time when Deny
Arcand was planning to make a film about the "tech
crats", For reasons which he explains in the follow
interview this project was never to be completed. I
stead, after many hesitations and much research, |
began making a documentary film "about the workin
conditions in the textile industry of Quebec,"

That was in November 1968. The film crew ca
ted of Denys Arcand, Serge Beauchemin, Pierre
Bernier, Alain Dostie, Gerald Godin and Pierre M
And, there was one very significant detail: this filn
to be made with the blessing and direction of the Nf
and the Canadian Textile Industry,

Therein lies the source of the first of the misu
standings. The Canadian Textile Industry had its ex

Photo: Pamela Harris-McLeod
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tations set on a film which would "adequately represent
the Canadian Textile Industry''. The film makers, how-
ever, intended to portray the Quebec workers. An},vway
it is thanks to this misunderstanding that the film crew
was authorized to do the filming in a textile mill of their
own choice. They were even allowed to spend a day in
the headquarters of Dominion Textiles, in Montreal, as
well as in the offices of Edward F. ng, president and
general manager of this company. We can well imagine
the disappointment of Mr. King and Co, when they were
presented with the results.

For, the very first screemng of the film - in the
early 19 'TD - caused an outbreak of official protests and
complaints, Certain company directors decided there
and then to take "every possible legal means' to pre-
vent the release of the film. Mr. Edward F. King
demanded that the parts showing his participation be
cut out altogether. This was in fact done. In the
course of the following months the film footage was
submitted to a great number of changes. The NFB
even hired a team of lawyers to study all the possible
legal implications of the film. At their suggestion
certain problematic passages were cut. The War
Measures Act (fall 1970) with its retroactive effect

forced other changes in the film. But this time all
scenes implying any form of violence had to be cut.

And so, in January 1971, a new version of Working
on cotton was born. But Mr. Newman's message, noted
above, was to dispel any illusions. His blacklisting of
the film proved to be so rigorous that it wasn't even
mentioned in the annual retrospective survey (for strict-
ly internal use, moreover), which the NFB presents at
the end of every fiscal year in order to take stock of its
productions. Only after protests from members of the
French film crew was it placed on the list, This screen-
ing was to be the last one - officially.

In May 1971 the CBC showed on their programme
"Dossiers' a film which dealt with the situation in
Canadian textiles. This film represented most eloquent-
ly the point of view of the Canadian Textile Institute,
and gave the viewer a very clear idea of what the in-
dustry had meant by an "objective presentation''. We
have noted that the major "fault" with Denys Arcand's
film was the fact that it allowed the workers to speak
too often. Through their words we learned that the life
they lead wasn't necessarily.the life they would want
to lead. To let such things be know is, of course, an
unforgivable offense.

How the §ilm came to be

an interview with Denys Arcand

Denys Arcand: I hadoriginally planned to make

a film about technocrats. Around 1965-66 a generation

of technocrats was working within the government of

Quebec. It is to them that we owe what was called the

Photo: Pamela Harris-McLeod




"Quiet Revolution'. This fascinated me even more
since I had known those people in the university. At

one point I had even thought of making a documentary
on some department in the Quebec government, such

as for instance the Ministry of Education. But in 1967,
the Union Nationale came to power, and that sounded
the death knell for the technocrats,

I then decided to avoid the problem by gathering
together a group of specialists who would in some way
resemble the teams of technocrats that the government
organizes when, for example, it is going to prepare a
a white paper. This is how some of the people that ap-
pear in Working on cotton came together: they were
present as part of this initial project. I am thinking in
particular of Claude Lemelin, Gerald Godin, Jacques
Durand and Helene David.

From then on Gerald Godin and I thought that the
best way of actually doing something with this team was
to choose the problem in Quebec which seemed to be the
most desperate. We weren't going to choose just any
problem, but we wanted a situation which at first seem-
ed hopeless, and then we would try to draw out of it the
possibilities of a solution. So we studied all the crucial
problems facing Quebec: However, in most cases the
problem seemed to stem from the fact that the people
responsible were incompetent. In those cases the solu-
tion then was to put competent people in charge.

Now, if you take on the problem of the textile in-
dustry in Quebec, you do in a sense also take on the
whole of Quebec's industry. But however that may be,
the separate problem of the textile industry seemed to
us to have the greatest implications,

As we went to work on this project, the people that
we came to meet became so important after a while that
the initial group of technocrats soon were eclipsed.
From then on they appeared only to pass on information.

Cinema-Quebec: Inthe beginning, did you have a
detailed plan for the film? Did you have an exact goal
in mind?

D. A.: Our steps were guided by this observation: that
the textile industry was on the decline; we wanted to
know what could be done with a dying industry. There
was also the fact that we were dealing with an industry
where the working conditions were very, very bad. So,
we were interested in finding out how people could
accept such working conditions all through their lives.
And in the end this question became the most pressing:
how can people go on living under such conditions ?

But the strange part was the structure of the film.
We didn't discover it till the last few months of filming,
That's when our original hypothesis was proven false.

We had told ourselves that life in a textile factory
is just sheer hell. The history of the unions in this in-
dustry is simply appalling and the bosses are known to
be extremely harsh. Therefore we thought a silent re-
volt must be churning among the workers. We screened
the film with a view to capture this revolt, and we be-
gan filming with a view to present it. But there was no
such revolt. In fact, the significant drama was the very

fact that there was no revolt. The workers satisfy them-

selves*with resignation, and a pale imitation of happi-
ness.
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C-Q: It's the worker who has silicosis who finally
tells you, impassively, that there are worse illnesse
But how was the filming done?

D.A. : Sort of blindly. At the time there was a factor;
at Coaticook that was going to be shut down. We deci-:
ded to go there. We filmed at closing time and found
people there who were kind enough to describe their !
tuation to us. That's how we made friends, among th
Carmen Bertrand. We decided to follow the shutdown
the plant.

We also felt that it was necessary to place the
whole situation in an historical perspective. Gerald
Godin had heard of Madeleine Parent who is now pra
tically in exile in Ontario. She was quite wary of us 2
first, but after a while she started trusting us and
agreed to portray her former life as a young activist,
which had resulted in her being prosecuted for sediti
conspiracy.

Finally we needed someone who was actually livi
under the present conditions in the textile industry. §
we attended union meetings in the small town of the
Eastern Townships. At one of these meetings we met
Bertrand St. Onge. And we followed him back to Grar

Those are the three leading themes of the film. !
there is an anormous amount of material that we have
been able to use, in particular a whole sequence film
in the U. S.

Q-C: What reasons did the Canadian Textile Industry
give that resulted in the censoring of Working on cotl

D.A.: The primary reason is that it promoted class

struggle, "A class struggle between the Anglosaxon ¢
ploiters and the exploited workers.' In the first film
there were scenes with the bosses that we were force
to cut, or else be sued. One of them, to take only on

* Ed. note: This is a familiar view of the work:
ing class, only partially and superficially correct. It
happens often that these same workers, pronounced
"integrated with the system' and "resigned", put thes
pronouncements to splendid shame through their act-
ions. The "affluent" and "co-opted" French workers
practically took over the country in 1968; the ""resign
Quebecois workers recently managed to occupy a tow
Sept-Isles, in Quebec. It might just be that the metho
dology of social scientists - as well as filmmakers -
is inadequate: they cannot penetrate beyond appearan
Just as a matter of common sense: in the case of
Working on cotton, what could individual workers say

in front of a film camera, that would not be detrimen
tal to them, sooner or later? What is it that the film-
maker and the filmmaking process can give them in
return for their "truth"? Also, we know from experit
ce that an interview with an individual yields very dif
ferent results from collective discussion with worker
There is nothing but vulnerability in an individual inte
view; there is anonymity and solidarity in a group in-
terview (or in the filming of a meeting, say). (See,
"From the workers: a practical critique of bourgepis
sociology', in the last issue of TRANSFORMATION,
on how the individualization of workers distorts their
experiences).




example, had to be omitted because it showed the bosses
speaking to the to the workers in English. That leads
you to believe that the workers have to speak English,
whereas you are told that the workers can speak French
in the factory. This is true, but this particular freedom
usually stops at the foreman.

Finally, the textile officials did not understand that
there could be a critical attitude towards the unions.

A didactic film

by Denys Arcand and Gerald Godin

Gerald Godin: It seems to me that a film like
Working on cotton is meant above all for textile work-
ers, since here they are given a lot of information. In
this film the task is to dissect the situation of the tex-
tile workers in Quebec, from top to bottom, i.e. from
the point of where the guy leaves his village to look for
a job in textiles in the city, till the time when he must

- retire on account of the illness he calls cotomite. This

- whole process is shown - the usual process in the tex-
tile industry.

But that's not all. It also shows the place occupied
by the textile industry in the Canadian economy as well
as in the whole of a multi-national corporation. I think
then that the didactic aspect of the film is extremely
important since it serves to expose reality., It's a di-
dactic film because it teaches people how they are ex-
ploited, by whom, and under what conditions.

But the film is interesting on another level, too.

It shows that everyone in the textile industry must have
a Second source of income in order to make ends meet,
The imagination and resourcefullness that the workers

- must exercise in finding a second job is simply pheno-
menal. So much energy is expanded in that search that
it eats up any urge for revolt. Without the second job
there would be some very serious conflicts in the tex-

' tile industry.

Denys Arcand: With regard to the didactic aspect
of the film, it must also be said that the majority of the
people who work in textiles do not know who they work
for and have never known. They signed up because they
saw a sign at the door saying "men wanted" (in English).
They know absolutely nothing about that immense super-
structure which has at the same time New Zealanders,
South Africans and Quebecois working for it... That
scene where Claude Lemelin explains to St. Onge about
the immense superstructure he works for - he had
really known nothing about it.

Godin: The scene with the deputy mayor of Coaticook
is also revealing. He, a man elected by the public, con-

the Books cannot be seen or touched.

That explains the behaviour of the Quebec work-
ing class. They don't know; basically these bosses
are a mystery to them. Since they don't know, their
anger, when they get angry, is undirected, does not
know where to attack. They are naturally mad at the

fesses that the inside business of the company is sacred:

They would have understood, had we adopted the posi-
tion of the unions, which .is basically the same as
theirs, with a few exeptions.

What happened in fact is that they had hoped to see
us improve their public image whereas we actually
worsened it, or more precisely, we justified the bad
reputation that the industry has in the public eye.

bosses, but who are they ? When it comes to that
qu estion, they're no longer sure of anything. *

One of the weaknesses of the film seems to me to
be that it doesn't take the trouble to explain things
further. A narrator is needed to explain the situation.
The film doesn't seem to me to be didactic enough -
take for example the conduct of the union leaders. At
one point someone says that the union leader defends
the company as much as the bosses do, This deserves
to be explained in more detail because it is very im-
portant, But maybe that's a completely different film.

Arcand: Butit's not just the workers who know
nothing, People have often asked me why I introduced
Madeleine Parent in Working on cotton . Quite simply
because I didn't know anything about her, because I was
was unaware of her role in the textile strikes. No one
ever told me about her,

The people who are part of all kinds of actions to-
day in Quebec, think that they are the first ones, that
before them there was nothing but darkness. That is
completely false. Quebec has always been more or
less as it is now, There was always a small minority
of strongly committed, informed individuals, and
Madeleine Parent was one of them. But they were
quickly forgotten because the extraordinary power
that exists for making whole sections of our history
disappear.

There have been people who've been clubbed by
the police in the past as well. There have been people
in the past who've spent seven long years in court
accused of seditious libel and seditious conspiracy.
There is nothing new about that.

Godin: Infact, Working on cotton establishes a rather
gloomy fact. It's a film about the alienation of the Que~
bec working class and its capacity for becoming integra-
ted into the system.

The film seems to me, then, to hold a lesson for
a certain section of the Quebec left, which is constantly
talking about the working class without ever asking
themselves what stage of consciousness the working
class has reached or to what degree the workers recog-
nize their own alienation. The film is therefore didactic
for the left as well.

Arcand: That's very important. The left often annoys
me more than the bosses do. At least the latter know
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quite accurately the people they are exploiting. But the
left is too often in fantasy land. They are waiting for
the masses to rise up. We are saying (exaggerating
our own pessimism a little): nothing is going to happen,
don't expect anything.

We must begin by establishing some basic facts
about our society, facts not as yet established. That is
what we have tried to do in Working on cotton,

* Ed. note: There is a little bit of mystique here
about the meaning of knowledge. The workers don't
know the names of their oppressors, the structures of
the corporations they work for, it is argued, and there-
fore they-cannot direct their anger at them. .. If they
would only know, they could act,.. But why don't then
the sophisticated and educated members of the middle
class act, since they know so much, so many details

of the nature of oppression in class society (including
their own oppression) ? Isn't it in both cases, that to
know the details of one's oppression, is not enough?
Perhaps it is more important to feel one's oppression
and to know that others feel the same and to want to get
rid of it - and perhaps it is even more important to be
able to join an organization that provides direction and

leadership in the struggle? Is there such an organizatio

anywhere in Canada, anywhere in Quebec? (In Quebec
there are militant trade unions, but as yet no militant
working class movement or party; in English Canada
there aren't even militant trade unions!) Is it then not
rather sensible not to take your anger out on the bosse:
if and when the action around that anger cannot be sus-
tained, since there are no real forces in motion? Why
is it that when workers act in a non-revolutionary way
in a non-revolutionary situation, they '"disappoint' the
left intellectuals, who themselves behave pretty safely
in similar situations?

Translation by Lynn Center

The Quebec textile workers history is filled with dramatic events of rebellion
and resistance. Here in a 1952 trial, eighteen workers face charges growing
out of the clashes at Louiseville between textile workers and provincial police.

Textile workers protest...

[ The following is a copy of the telegram sent
on October 26, 1971 to Sydney Newman, Com-
missioner, National Film Board and to Gerard
Pelletier, Secretary of State, Ottawa, by Andre
L'Heureux, Director of the Secretariat for Poli-
tical Action, Confederation of National Trade
Unions (CNTU), and signed by thirty-one tex-
tile workers' unions in Quebec. ]
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Gentlemen,

Several years ago, at the request of the
National Film Board film makers who were
looking for subjects for films concerning various
sectors of Quebec industry, I proposed three
themes:

1) The Maritime dockyards
2) The effects of rationalization and




plant shutdowns
3) The textile industry
The third suggestion was accepted and a budget
of about $90,000 in public funds was to be allo-
cated for this project.

A first version of the film called Working
on cotton was presented to, among others, a
group of company managers, who were scanda-
lized by certain aspects of the film. They se-
cretly organized a lobby to discredit it and pre-
vent its showing, because it did not glorify the
role played by the employers.

- Having struggled many times alongside tex-

tile workers, I know that this industry has for
several generations been exploiting, and still
mercilessly exploits, tens of thousands of
Quebec workers. The NFB commissioner
(Sydney Newman) has announced that this film
has been censored and will not be shown to the
Quebec people. I never knew that a bureaucrat,
commissioner or not, could just like that, pre-
vent the Quebec people from seeing a NFB film.
This arbitrary and unilateral decision is unac-
ceptable unless the NFB is actually supposed to
be an instrument of propaganda for the exclusive
use of the state and the employers.

I saw the 2lst version of the film, I think
that, for instance, the struggles of the unionists
in the CNTU since 1937 have been ignored in this
film: since that date.and especially in the 1950's,
it was the CNTU membership in Magog, Sher-
brooke, Drummondville, Montmorency and else-
where who struggled hardest to win certain ad-
vantages from the companies, advantages which
all workers now have, whether or not they belong

to the CNTU. :

But is it Andre L'Heureux who should decide
whether this or that part of the film should be
changed? Is it up to the executive of the CNTU?
Or maybe the delegates affiliated with the Nation-
al Federation of Textile Workers (CNTU)? Or
company presidents and managers who couldn't
exercise ''directing'" privileges or the right to
veto a NFB film? Should the NFB commissioner
be the one to decide? Why not the Prime Minis-
ter? Or the cabinet?

These questions were submitted to the elec-
ted union delegates of the Federation of Textile
Workers (CNTU ), who decided the following:

"A film called Working on cotton was put-
out by the NFB at the taxpayers' expense, on the
subject of textile workers. The only ones who
are in a position to say whether or not this film
corresponds to reality are first and foremost the
textile workers themselves, "

That is why we are doing what I myself have
already done without success - we are asking for
a print of the film Working on cotton. We will
show it systematically to the textile workers and
their families in every town where there are tex-
tile factories. After the show, the workers will
meet in workshops or otherwise to decide whe-
ther or not the film is realistic.

(This decision was adopted unanimously by
the following union delegates in the presence of
the executive committee of the Federation, with
brother Paul-Emile Comtois as chairman. De-
legates from 31 textile workers' unions signed
the telegram.)

-.and NFB exercises “public responsibility”

November 3, 1871

Monsieur Andre L'Heureux

Director of the Secretariat for
Political Action

Confederation of National Trade Unions

1001 St- Denis Street

Montreal, Que.

Dear Mr. L'Heureux,

Many thanks for your letter of October 26
in which you ask that the film Working on cotton
be released for distribution. Because this issue
has become a matter of public concern, and be-
cause you sent your letter to the press, I am do-
ing likewise.

May I, at the outset, tell you that it grieves
me very much to withhold a film made at such
pain and cost, from being seen. The trouble is
that no matter how well intentioned it was in the
making, it simply does not adequately, nor in-
deed fairly, represent the textile industry nor
the thousands of people who make it what it is.

You ask in your letter by whose authority can
a film be stopped. My answer must be by the
same authority that grants permission for the

film to be made in the first place - the Govern-
ment Film Commissioner, who is given the re-
sponsibility by the National Film Act of the Par-
liament of Canada. But there is another autho-
rity - that of tradition. Why has the National
Film Board of Canada been so respected an or-
ganization for over 32 years? As the Film Com-
missioner, I know I am walking the same path as
the six commissioners before me, all of whom
have tried to do an honest job of showing Cana-
dians to other Canadians and to people around the
world. The Film Board and its staff both French
and English and others have made films of signi-
ficance and importance about this complicated and
now troubled country of ours, sometimes with
beauty but always with integrity and fairness.

Working on cotton, which is over two hours
long, sets out to be a documentary film on the
textile industry. It is often moving, with moments
of gritty conviction, but I am afraid does not al-
ways adhere to factual truths.

In a film of fiction - a drama, a love story -
factual truths may not be of over-riding impor-
tance but the very word ""documentary', which is
the basis of the Film Board's work and in parti-
cular of films like Working on cotton, demands
factual truths which are inconstestable, not only

continued on page 57

43




SOCIOLOGY MISCONSTRUES
THE WORRKING CLASS

Part Ii
(luss conflict outside the workploce
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Part I of this article, '""Class conflict in the work-
place" (TRANSFORMATION, vol. 1, no. 3), dealt
with the question of how class conflict in the work-
place is treated in the literature called "industrial
sociology''. It attempted to show how bourgeois soc-
iologists have analyzed problems arising from the
contradictions inherent in capitalism and how they
have sought to mitigate this conflict and thereby in-
crease the "happiness" of the workers at work, and
of course, increase production for the capitalist,
which is the explicit aim of their research.

It was shown that the conflicts were inherent in
the system as a whole and they remained despite
the efforts of the sociologists. Yet the bourgeois
sociologist, analyzing ""problems'' in the interests of
those who pay him, sees only the immediate and par-
ticular problems of a limited social setting.

By contrast, the Marxian view sees the funda-
mental contradiction between labour and capital as
the essence of capitalist social relations. This con-
tradiction is manifested in the actual conflict between
the capitalist and working classes of industrial nat-
ions. It is a conflict which predominates in such
nations and, taking a multitude of forms at many le-
vels, profoundly influences relations between indivi-
duals as well as between countries. Herein lies the
reason why an analysis must perceive society as a
whole if it is to grasp reality.

The Marxian method allows one to analyze the
whole, to see fundamental social relations as the
product of the major contradictions in the society.
The "parts' of society at whatever level (be they
individuals, groups or institutions), are nothing if
they are not seen in the context of the whole and as
products of this contradiction between workers and
capitalists. The "parts' can never be understood
if they are treated as separate, isolated entities, as
does so much of bourgeois sociology. Individualism,
the hall-mark of bourgeois ideology, analyzes soc-
iety in these terms - the whole is ignored and the
individual is considered "free', subject to the whims

of his "will" and constrained primarily by "contracts'.

In this second part, I want to examine how socio-
logical literature perceives the worker outside the
workplace.* It will be shown how the individualism
which pervades bourgeois sociology is used very
explicitly in the analysis of workers' consumer ha-
bits and social and political activities.

The kind of individualism in which sociologists
might frame their "research' can vary among sev-
eral approaches. For example, behaviour may be
perceived as a result of the ""pleasure principle"
(that is, the result of "hopes and fears' or the pur-
suit of self-interest). Then again, although related
to the above, "instincts' might be conjured up to
explain away "'negative' forms of behaviour as we
shall see later. Another approach could be called
the view of the "free and open society''. Naturally,
this last one finds particular favour in the U.S. A.,
because it most easily fits into a national belief in -
competitiveness and individualism as the foundation
of the American Way. This approach simply sug-
gests that individuals rise, fall from, or remain
in their "position in society according to their "in-
telligence", their innate or learned ''abilities", and
so on. More concretely, this view is found in the

sarcasm of a popular American quip: "If you're
so smart, why ain't you rich?"

The examples from "industrial sociology" that
are examined in this section all follow one or the
other or some variation of these approaches. And
it is through these approaches that bourgeois soc-
iologists try to understand the profound effects of
the alienation created by modern capitalism. The
many so-called "escape' activities of the working
class, such as excessive drinking, abusive sexual
relations, familial violence, and laziness etc., as
well as the "left-wing'" and "'right-wing" proclivities
of the working class, its ""authoritarianism', and so
on, are all "explained" in terms of individualism.
The basic assumption is always that the source of
the "problem' ultimately lies with the individual.

The effects of the capitalist mqde of production
on men are consequently left unexamined. The
social and psychological aspects of life as a worker
- a commodity, an object, a non-being - are treated
as the result of personal defects or thwarted ins-
tincts. The real cause, capitalism, is ignored; it
is not considered a relevant aspect of the working-
man's or woman's life. It is assumed as a cons-
tant - an invariable, an ordinary or a normal way
of life.

It's all instinct . ..

One of the earliest applications of the notion of
instincts as applied to the explanation of industrial
life is found in the writings of C. H. Parker. In his
article, '""Motives in economic life', he lists a cat-

alogue of instincts. .. "'that includes. . .those motives
to conduct which....are found to be unlearned, uni-
versal in the species. .. vl

One of the "instincts' he lists is ""gregarious-

ness'', and he writes:
"Modern economic history is full of that
strange irrational phenomena, 'the trek to
the city'. The extraordinary piling up of
labor masses in modern London, Berlin,
New York, Chicago, has created cities too
large for economic efficiency, for recrea-
tion, or sanitation and yet despite their in-
efficiencies and the food and fire risk, the
massing up continues. Factory employment,
though speeded up and paid low wages,
grows popular for it caters to gregarious-
ness, and domestic service is shunned for
it is a lonely job." (p. 140)

Men, or more particularly workers, are herein re-

duced to so many lemmings as they "trek to the ci-

ty''. The "trek", however, has nothing to do with

what one might expect, namely, the search for jobs

or food or welfare of any sort. No, the workers

are marching - hungry, tired, dirty, risking disease

+ and grasping for poorly paid jobs - to be with one an-

other, following an instinct primeval, gregariousness.

Such an important instinct as this, however, is
not limited to a single function, rather there is a
second "'gregarious' reflex. It is described as
follows:
"The instinct is the psychic basis for his
(the worker's) proclivity to react to mob
suggestion and hysteria. In a strike, each
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striker has a perfect biological capacity
for violence if the group seems to will it.
Because of this same gregariousness a pan-
ic can sweep Wall Street, or an anti-paci-
fist murmur turn into persecution and near
lynching.' (p. 140)

Parker evidently learned from religious philoso-
phers who, when in doubt (frequently), in ignorance
(profoundly), or in disapproval of anything, posited
a god or devil as the explanation. Cur sociologist
chose to posit "instincts" which would find greater
"seientific'' credibility than the supernatural in
explaining the unwanted results of alienation and
class conflict. His list of instincts, however, is
just as contrived as a compendium of Greek gods or
Christian sins and requires just as much faith to be
"understood’, let alone believed. 9)

After listing sixteen such instincts ©’ which form
the economic motives of man (especially workers),
Parker turns to the effect that the blocking the expres-
sion of these instincts has. This blocking, as any
Freudian will explain, can have serious and unfortun-
ate results. Parker describes the symptoms of the
"blocked' or "balked' worker:

"The balked labourer here follows one of the
two described lines of action: first, he
either awakens, becomes inefficient, drifts
away, loses interest in the quality of his
work, drinks, deserts his family, or, sec-
ondly, he indulges in a true type of inferior-
ity compensation, and in order to dignify
himself, to eliminate for himself his infer-
iority in his own eyes, he strikes or brings
on a strike: he commits violence or he stays
on the job and injures machinery or muti
lates the materials. He is fit food for dyna-
mite conspiracies.' (p. 150)

Here, all the crushing effects of an exploited and
meaningless life of the worker and his family are
explained away in terms of thwarted instincts. Indus-
trial violence, from the strike to machine smashing,
is likewise interpreted as manifestations of balked
innate desires. Such a view ignores the real cause
of demoralization in workers' lives and the nature of
industrial violence; it ignores the exploitation and
alienation inherent in the capitalist system; and it
ignores the attendant physical and mental anguish and
impoverishment of life under such a system.

Parker also uses his instinct theory to analyze
the International Workers of the World. '"The
I.W.W.", he states, 'can be profitably viewed only
as a psychological by-product of the neglected child-

hood of industrial America.' (my emphasis). The
"neglected childhood" is the hunger and misery of
industrializing U.S.A. The "psychological by-pro-
duct'" is human reaction to these conditions. He
elaborates on the latter:
"Their philosophy is, in its simple reduc-
tion, a stomach philosophy, and their poli-
tico-industrial revolt could be called with-
out injustice a hunger-riot."
In a single sentence the militant . W.W. 1s dismis-
sed as the manifestation of thwarted instinct - hun
ger. It is admitted that American capitalism is
causing such misery and distress, but the explana-
tion for the rise of the I.W.W. is sought for in
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terms of the '"psychological causes''. As Parker
puts it: .
"The modern psychological study of human
behaviour makes it impossible to view an
1.W.W. as a mobile and independent agent,
exercising free will and moral discretion. "
(p. 653)

The "Wobbly'' is a worker whose actions are
not rational, at least to a bourgeois social scien-
tist.

Such an explanation is not to be found only in
the early decades of the Twentieth Century. In more
recent works, similar psychological explanations of
industrial conflict are not lacking.

Class conflict becomes “human conflict”

One of the more salient articles on such a topic
is Arthur Kornhauser's ""Human motivations under-
lying industrial conflict” (1954). The article is a
mild plea for more emphasis on the psychological
rather than social aspects of labour- management
disputes.

He begins be asgerting that "industrial conflict
is human conflict!'.4) At once, the economic and
political aspects of industrial conflict are thrown to
the wind. He has set the stage, in a short sentence,
for an assertion of the primacy of individual aspects
of conflict and for the relegation of broader issues
to a secondary place. "At its core" (i.e. of indus-
trial conflict or human conflict), he insists, there
are people with one kind of value system and motiv-
ational structure which "oppose'' people with other
systems and structures. In short, industrial conflict
is reduced to different and opposing needs, desires,
goals, motives, etc., of individuals.

That "core" is explained at greater length. '"Soc-
ial forces’, Kornhauser admits, are the basis of in-
dustrial conflict, but these "forces' are "multifari-
ous" great in number and variety. The particular
role these "forces'’, or "influences' as he calls them,
will play in producing industrial conflict or harmony,
however, is determined by the individuals involved.
(p. 76). For this reason, he argues, it is profitable
to study individuals' "actions and motivations be-
cause here lie the real determining factors in the
making of conflict or peace.

In this view, there appear to be no principal
"forces' or "influences' which produce conflict.
There is simply a great number of "influences in sit-
uation" which exist but are not active. The way they
become active in or relevant to a situation is through
the "weighing" action of an individual. The "influ-
ences' are sifted and interpreted by an individual:
and only after this screening, and because of it, is it
clear which of them produce conflict or peace., The
importance of the individual is made paramount by
giving him the active role in determining what factors
among many will affect the making of industrial
"peace' or "war'. The real forces, therefore, his
"social forces' or "influences', are seen as static;
they require a "sorting out" before they are really
of importance. One can then see the primacy given to
individual "motivations', for Kornhauser has made
them the determining factor in "producing conflict or
harmony."




such a view distorts the reality of industrial con-
flict. To see the internal dynamics of capitalism
slmply as "influences' which require individual "mot-
ives' to be of some consequence in life is a fine ex- -
ample of idealist thinking. Reality becomes depend-
ent on the "motives" of individuals - motives which
are not derived from the real world but from inherent
desires and wishes, etc.

Thus, whether it is an examination of workers'
behaviour or management's decisions, the main ques-
tion at hand for many bourgeois sociologists is the
effect on behaviour of the wishes, desires, motiva-
tions or instincte of the people involved. The rele-
vance of economic, social and political factors to the
existence of conflict is sometimes paid lipservice to,
but the central focus, the '"core'', lies in the indivi-
dual make-up of the persons concerned.

The instinct approach to the study of society has
been used as above in ""demonstrating" the basic
irrationality of man - in particular, workers. The
"motivations' approach revealed that it was only the
individual who could establish some sort of order
amongst a number of factors relating to a situation
and could use the more important ones to arrive at
a decision.

These approaches have distorted the reality of
the working class as a product of the capitalist sys-
tem of production and misconstrued the basis of de-
cisions affecting labour and capital. Another appr-
oach, however, which has not revealed such blatant
distortions is the '"case study' or life history ap-
proach.

These studies generally examine a number of
individuals (at home or at work) or families with the
intention of discovering their innermost values, as-
pirations, and general behaviour. Others of these
works pursue the same objective - the unveiling of
working class problems, beliefs, customs, and life
style - but strive for more generalized knowledge by
taking a large sample of working class "interview-
ees''. The recultant studies usually reveal a great
deal about working class life. They delve into all
realms of workers' and their families' lives with
the obvious purpose of analyzing those aspects
which might be changed better to enhance production
or played upon to aid advertising.

The role of the sociologist becomes very clear
when the objectives of such studies are examined.
Once over the "pursuit of knowledge' rationalization,
conclusion after conclusion states unabashedly the
relevance of the ""discoveries' to the established or-
der of things and frequently suggestions for manipu-
lation are given to business enterprises or govern-
ment agencies.

The element of individualism appears in these
studies as an implicit part of the "case-study" or
"life-history" approach. That is, despite the fre-
quent lip-service paid to the "working class', sel-
dom is the "class" treated as such. The term is ne-
ver used to mean anything other than the ""lower
strata', and therefore, there is little sense of an
existing class. Rather, there is an impression of in-
dividuals or families in an income strata, all of
whom potentially could ''rise'. Moreover, the
studies are celdom explanatory; description abounds
and suffices for explanation.

How to “motivate” the workers to produce and to

buy more

One of the studies that most clearly reveals the
suggested purpose of the ""case study' or "life-his-
tory" research is ""The motivation of the underprivil-
eged worker'" (1946), by Allison Davis. Based on a
sample of several hundred working class families, he
has quite accurately described the life - albeit brief-
ly - of a section of the urban working class in the
U.S.A.

He deals with the '"realities'’, he says, ''with the
habits of sleeping, of medical care, of joint communal
living, of housing, of tavern and night-club life, of
gambling, of sex, and of the social competition that
the underprig}leged worker learns from his slum en-
vironment. "

After describing a variety of physical and psycho-
logical "pressures' which afflict the worker and re-
duce his ability to work well, he writes:

"To improve the underprivileged worker's

performance, one must help him to learn

to want and to be anxious to attain social

goals for himself and his children. "

(His emphasis) (p. 90)
Because "'we' want better performance and do not
want to resort (figuratively speaking, of course) to
"whipping a poorly trained mule' (p. 90), it becomes
'...a problem of changing the goals, the ambitions,
and the level of cultural and occupational aspirations
of the underprivileged worker." (p. 90)

If there is any doubt as to what he is saying, he
further clarifies it:

"Like people in every class, every culture,
they learn to regard their environment and
their living habits as decent and satisfying.
This is the circle that our society must
break (my emphasis), in order to increase
the consciousness of economic needs among
the masses of workers (his emphasis) and
thus lead to fuller production and better
labor." (p. 94)

How much more blatant could one be? He writes
that the "underprivileged'" worker finds his adjust-
ment to the extreme alienation of sporadic employ-
ment "'decent and satisfying'" - a very questionable
argument. Yet, he has the audacity to suggest that
this '"decent and satisfying'' circle has to be broken,
all in the interests of greater production.

His point of view - that of the ruling class - is
made even more clear in these lines:

"If we wish to change the habits [which he
lists as "recreation, relaxation, and pure
laziness from Friday night thmugh Sunday
night..." | - and these are a great burden
upon our production, because about one-
third of our total population falls into this
group - we must offer the underprivileged
worker real rewards." (p. 104)

The ''real rewards'' include a ""decent home"',
"steady work" and "a fair pmspect . .of improving
his status'. This last one is to ""convince him that
he can secure a better life by hard work..." In
other words, integrate him into the system and pro-
duction will rise and "our survival as a nation" (p.
106), will be secure.

The ideological content of this article needs no

47



comment. The role of the sociologist is clearly to
aid "our industry, business, and governmen " in un-
derstanding and manipulating the working class.

But such research ig)r manipulative purposes is
repeated over and over. One work, however, that
is just a little more blatant in its intended purposes
is Workingman's Wife (1962), by Rainwater, Coleman,
and Handel. It is subtitled, Her personality, world
and life style, and it is precisely these things that it
researches. It is not just for knowledge, however,
but "'to provide some clues regarding how best to
reach t,ﬂese people with advertising and sales mess-
ages."

The book divides into three parts. The first ex
amines in minute detail "the psychological world of
the workingman's wife''. The purpose of this section
is clearly spelled out in the text:

" we need to know some of the basic facts
about the working class housewife's person-
ality and life style, about the pressures
which bear in on her, and the satisfactions
she seeks, before we can understand her or
predict her behaviour or influence it through
counselling or education, or persuasion, or
advertising." (My emphasis) (p. 27

1" the business and professional man must
learn how to deal with the realities of this
working class world if he is to do the best
possible job of dealing with these people and
increasing the vitality of the American bus-
iness system." (p. 31)

The book as a whole, then, is social research for
the purpose of discovering how best to sell consumer
products to the wives of American workers. The
first section deals with those "realities" of a work-
ingman's wife which will be useful for commercial
purposes. It is an expose of their innermost world
and patterns of relationships which now may be play-
ed upon and exploited by those "businessmen and pro-
fessionals' who will read the book.

To make the reading easy for this audience the
authors have italicized the points more pertinent to
the object of selling. For instance, in this para-
graph, they help the reader see the main selling
point:

"Not only are working class women seeking
greater stability. They also want to add
some brightness to life. They do not ex-
pect that it can become altogether rosy, but
there is hope that the dullness can be reliev-
ed..." (p. 60)
This section has numerous such emphasized sentences
to bring home the key discoveries about workers'
lives. Since the book is written for businessmen,
such italicized sentences can help to clarify the
"celling points" of workers' wives.

The second part of the book delves into the "con-
sumer behaviour' of these wives. Here is examined
how she decides to buy products and why. We learn
about her performances and "aesthetics”. And it
is made clear how these factors relate to her con-
sumer buying.

The last part of the book is entitled, "Strategy in
marketing and advertising”. As if the earlier expos-
ures of workingmen's wives' habits and aspirations
were not enough, the authors have added a section for
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guidance to "'reaching the workingman's wife''. (p.217)
Here the book is summed up. All the major discover-
jes in the earlier chapters are put into the perspective
of advertising. Thus we find a series of general
rules, as it were, on selling products to the wives of
workers.

The ideological framework of the book is given
to us in the first chapter. It is made clear that the
consistent use of the term "working class' has no
meaning beyond the concept of "strata'. As the au-
thors put it:

"Social class in a democratic society is
always a subject of some ambivalence,
since we believe that people should be equal,
but know that in day to day life they are not
always treated as equals. Our solution is
generally to believe that all people are es-
sentially 'good' even though their experi-
ence in life gives them higher or lower so-
cial prestige, and greater or lesser am-
ounts of the goods which the society has to
offer." (p. 22)
The concept of social class, then, 1s reduced to a
question of prestige and material possessions. Such
a notion clearly conforms to the ideology of indivi-
dualism or mass society in the U.S. - a notion su-
ggesting that we all arrive-at a particular "station
in life" (strata) through our "experience', i.e. fa-
lents, abilities, ambitions, etc. Moreover, if we
are capable, we rise in the social structure, if not
we occupy that position most suitable to our "exper-
jence". The saving grace, however, as these au-
thors see it, is, that regardless of our unequal
treatment, we are all "essentially good".

Studying the unemployed (or how to keep the
workers pacified)

How to encourage better work habits among the
runderprivileged worker' and how to sell consumer
goods to a workingman's wife, are not the only kinds
of manipulative studies that have gone on. The ques-
tion of unemployment has long been of concern to
business and government leaders. Naturally, large
numbers of men and women without work can spell
conflict and violence in the country and disruption
to the established order of things. As a result, so-
ciologists have been busy collecting data on unempl-
oyed men and their frustrations in looking for work.
The object of such studies has been to understand the
problems of unemployment and job- hunting, thereby
better knowing how to deal with such problems when
they become a danger to the established economic,
social and political order.

One such study of unemployment was published
in 1940. It was clearly in response to the massive
unemployment in the late Thirties and the threat of
dissidence being organized by the left. Edward
Bakke's Citizens without work, examined the problems
that unemployment presented to the American Way.
He wrote that his book was to study:

"The adjustments made by the unemployed
workers and their families in their relations
to the neighbourhood, to friendship groups,
to religious organizations, to politics and
pressure groups, and the rearrangement
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Unemployment to the bourgeois sociologists is just another '""psychological problem'" afflicting the worker.
Far from advocating fundamental changes in the capitalist order, they will propose therapy and job-counselling.

of the str%c:i:ure of family life are here re-
corded. "8

His point of view throughout the book is individu-
alistic, that is, he treats the question of unemploy-
ment as an individual problem, something that ai-
flicts workers as individuals and not as a class, and
something that is causally unrelated to the economic
system. His chief interests, then, are those stated
in his introduction - how the worker adjusts to unem-
ployment, what effect it has on his social relations
with the community and how it affects ""the stability
of the family''.

The reason for his emphasis on the family re-
mains unstated, yet the whole second part of the
book deals with the effect of unemployment on its
"stability'', that is, its coherence and function in
bourgeois society., The nuclear family in capitalist
societies is a fundamental institution where the young
learn the basic values, traditions, and expectations
inherent in such societies. The ideology and reality
of bourgeois individualism, then, are maintained and
propagated through the institution of the nuclear fam-
ily.

Should massive unemployment disrupt this social
unit on a large scale, one of the basic means of in-
stilling discipline (as responsibility to the family)
would be lost, and the consequences for the status

quo would be profoundly negative. Here lies the un-

stated reasons for Bakke's concern for the family.
His focus on the family reveals the importance he
sees of holding such a unit together for the stability
of the system itself. As Bakke puts it:
'"We have already demonstrated the two ma-
jor problems, lack of income and lack of
jobs, are amenable to reduction through the
assistance of unemployment insurance ben-
efits geared to the size of the family and
sufficient to keep families off direct relief,
and through work relief whose standards of
production and industrial relations approx-
imate as close as possible to those of high
standard private employment. As long as
private employment continues to be the only
or the chief culturally accepted form of self-
maintenance opportunity, of course, less
than perfect results may be anticipated from
the partnership of these stop-gap devices
with the forces working for stability within
the family itself.”" (p. 59)

He encourages the use of such ''stop-gap' mea-
sures as unemployment insurance and relief-work
to help maintain the stability of the family which he
equates with the stability of the social order. It is
not being suggested here that unemployment insur-

49

_——7




ance is not a desirable thing for workers without
work and a minimum guarantee against unemployment.
What must be understood is that such insurance is

a "'stop-gap'" measure, a means by which the ruling
class moderates the severity of recessions or de-
pressions and minimizes the threat of organized
violence against the state, Capitalism will never be
able to provide full employment (3% of the work

force unemployed is currently in Canada the meaning
of "full employment"), so the vagaries of its employ-
ing ability must be mitigated.

Needless to say, the depression of the Thirties
brought many thousands of Americans into the fold
of the Communist Party, and the CPUSA influence
in the labour movement was very strong during this
period. Thus, aside from the family, Bakke is con-
cerned with what he calls "'the challenge from the
left", Despite this ""challenge', however, Bakke is
quick to dismiss any potential development on the
left. He writes of the''suspicion of 'Foreign Ways''":

""The characteristics of his own world de-
fine for the worker a way of living which is
his conseption of the 'American Way'.
That radical solutions for his problems
would deviate from this American Way is
enough to damn them in the minds of many
workers, even those whose place of birth
was on foreign soil.” (p. 59)
Bakke follows this argument with a number of exam-
ples equating America with goodness, and badness
or radical ideas with Russia or Moscow. He con-
cludes the argument with:
""This identification of all radical ideas with
Russia is all but universal, From listen-
ing to New Haven workers one would never
suspect that any brand of radicalism could
spring, native born, from American soil."
(p. 70)
The American Way is somehow too good for these
unemployed to think badly of it - regardless of their
condition, 1
|  Bakke found a few unemployed men who
did not ""decline the bid of the radical spokesman''.
But of those who did accept the radical ideas propos-
ed from the soap-box, he said this: '"Probably the
acceptance of radical action was an adjustment to
their problem." (p. 242) (his emphasis). Thus,
radical ideas among working people are effectively
dismissed as coming from Moscow or as an indivi-
dual "adjustment” to an individual problem as Bakke
would have it. There is no suggestion of the valid-
ity or possible validity of the ideas.

The conclusion to the book reveals most clearly
his perspective on the problem. The book has inten-
ded "'to furnish middle-class Americans with a real-
istic picture..." (p. 306) of the problems entailed in
being an unemployed worker. These "middle-class"
Americans are undoubtedly those in a position to
use the information in providing more efficient and
adequate '"'stop-gap" measures for the disorders
caused by unemployment. It is in the interests of
this class of Americans not to have the established
order fundamentally challenged. Their well-being
rests on the stability of the system.
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To be unemployed is a “psychological problem"’

Bakke is not alone in reducing working class,
problems of unemployment to questions of ''readjust-
ment' and ""self-reliance". 9)

A more recent study called The job hunt (1966) .
also assumes unemployment to be a largely personal
or individual problem. The purpose of this study
by Sheppard and Belitsky was to discover the social
and psychological "components that affect a job seek-
er's chances for success, and to find out if these
components are related to the nature and intensity of
an unemployed worker's search for re-adjustment, "

The book analyzes these ''social-psychological"
elements in great detail. In the second chapter, we
find a description of ""blue-collar" social and econo-
mic characteristics that might affect the possibility
of finding work. The third and fourth chapters ex-
amine the workers' actual behaviour in looking for
work. The next analyzes the "effectiveness of the
techniques used by workers to find re-employment",
The eighth chapter looks at the "mobility propensity"
of workers. Here the authors admit that ""the find-
ings increase our understanding of the problems in-
volved in facilitating the movement of workers to
'areas of improved economic opportunities'''. Such
is one solution to the "displaced' (as the authors
call them) or unemployed workers of America. I
cne is "'displaced", it only makes sense given this
"logic" to "re-place' him.

The ""research recommendations' of the study
form the last part of the book. In suggesting mod-
estly that they have not yet uncovered everything
about the behaviour of the unemployed workers, they
insist their research has been of some help. As
they put it: "As our country moves more and more
into programs involving direct action with individu-
als and local communities to solve the problems of
unemployment, poverty, and economic growth, the
need for such information increases." (p. 221)

These social scientists are studying the social
patterns of unemployed workers so that the govern-
ment will be able to mollify the conditions created
by capitalist enterprise. Capitalism for bourgeois
sociologists is the norm, the given - like water is
to fish - and they do not see how it engulfs them and
blinds them to their very social existence. Indus-
trial "peace' is the watchword, while capitalists
continue to oppress and exploit. Social scientists,
as it was once said, are not the ""doctors', they are
in fact part of the "disease",

Nowhere is it suggested that the massive unem-
ployment of 1963, with which this book is concerned,
had anything to do with the economic situation in the
U.S. Unemployment is only identified as a ""pro-
blem' which has "socio-psychological components",
The individual or certain individuals as a group are
analyzed regarding their characteristics and behav-
iour that are relevant to the "job hunt'". The conclu-
sions admit to the possible need for manipulation of
unemployed workers in order to '""'solve the problems"',
mere problems, of the contradictions of American
capitalism,




Other “problems’ and ““solutions’’

Studies of the "problems" of the working class in
the U,S.A. have not been limited to the variety of
studies examined so far. There are few realms in
workingmen's lives where the bourgeois social scien-
tist has not tread.

A large number of labour mobility studies have
been done to examine how frustrated workers are in
terms of "upward mobility"'. In capitalist society
"mobility' boils down to cuestion of the greater acqui-
sition of wealth and prestige. The argument of these
studies runs as follows: if mobility is ""blocked" or
thwarted, careful watch must be maintained to guard
against potential "unrest''.

Moreover, a large number of the studies done in
the field of criminology, deal with the working class.
Very generally, what is perceived as the "problem"
here may be one or some of a ""value conflict", "poor
socialization", "thwarted desires', "blocked oppor-
tunities', or just plain working class "adolescence'',
And just as frequently, the "recommendation' lies
in resocialization programs, or '"opening up oppor-
tunities' for the criminal or delinquent. The point
of view of the criminologist is the same as that of the
industrial sociologist - from the vested interests in
the established order, the ruling class.

Although our main concern has been to deal with
the literature in "industrial sociology', which tends
to examine the industrial proletariat, there is a new
and growing area in sociological literature, namely
the sociology of poverty. In this area, sociologists
(in the main) have turned their attention to the lum-
penproletariat - the most severely depressed and al-
ienated class in capitalist society.

“Culture of poverty” — another excuse for the
status quo

Since the publishing of Michael Harrington's
book, The other America,in 1962, sociologists in
both the U.S. and Canada, have "'discovered' a new
area of study, namely pnverty.m} The general ar-
gument found in these works runs somewhat as fol-
lows: poor housing, poor health, poor environment,
poor food, poor clothing, poor opportunities, poor
jobs, and poor earnings, all produce and perpetuate
a "culture of poverty''. Because these conditions are
seen as ''self-perpetuating'’, their ""cause' is assum-
ed to be inherent - part of the cycle. Given this as-
sumption, there is seldom any question raised as to
why these conditions prevail. It is assumed that
they do and that they must be "fought' - in "wars" -
by "reaching", "inspiring', or "helping' the people
so affected. A familiar analogy can be made with
the doctor who treats the symptoms and not the
causes of illness.

In short, bourgeois social scientists see pover-
ty causing poverty. Never is the question of capital-
ist production raised as the cause of poverty. Yet
the very roots of this mode of production lie in scar-
city. The capitalist/imperialist ownership of the
means of production generates unemployment and the
attendant poverty. The cause of poverty, therefore,

cannot be sought for in itself, in poverty, but in the
system that produces it.

The question of poverty, and the utter degrada-
tion that accompanies it, has just begun to be exam-
ined in Canada. A few sociologists have spewed
forth some descriptive, '"theoretical" and statistical
papers on the subject. And most of these clinical
pieces seem to have been collected in anthologies by
W.E. Mann of York University - no doubt for use in
"poverty courses'', taken by budding technocrats
who will soon be administering the "health and wel-
fare' of the Canadian poor.

But notable outside these assorted apologies and
praises sung to free enterprise is the book, The pov-
erty wall, (1970), by Ian Adams, He has presented

in it a very real picture of poverty in Canada; and
the brutalizing effects are described with some in-
sight into the cause but without a hint of pity so fre-
quent in such descriptions., As well, he has grasped
the vastness of poverty conditions and handled statis-
tics in such a way as to give them a vividness not
found in academic books or papers. '
He has grasped, superficially, much of the un-
derlying cause of poverty. Examine these lines:
"...those who are publicly demanding that
something be done about the inequities of
our system are often the ones making the
most money from the conditions that exist.
And much of what continues to be done in
the administration of business, politics,
law, education, and all the other institutions
that form the working machinery of our soc-
iety, has the net effect of keeping the poor
that way, "1

He bhas fallen short, however, of a clear theoret-
1cal and concrete analysis of the class structure of
the Canadian nation-state. The description is accur-
ate enough but the people who make the major deci-
sions in this country are not "middle-class liberals',
as Adams suggests (p. 149). It is not these "middle
class intellectuals' or "liberals' or "experts' who
own the factories and mines, the largest retail stores
and service companies, or the manufacturing and dis-
tribution firms. It is not they primarily in whose fi-
nancial interest laws are made and enforced and gov-
ernment policy devised. There is a ruling class and
it can be defined theoretically and concretely.

Its definition is no closely guarded secret. The
ruling class in a capitalist economy owns the means
by which raw materials, finished goods, and services
are ''produced" and di stributed. Adams makes a
good start on describing who owns most of Canada -
American imperialists - but does not take the descrip-
tion far enough. We are not shown how Ameﬁ(jan big
business and Canadian comprador capitalists™“/ unite
to profit from the labour of Canadian workers. When
the comprador bourgeoisie and the Ameriean imperi-
alists as the ruling class of Canada are analyzed in
their relation to those who work in their mines, fac-
tories, service industries and so on, then, poverty,
as a consequence of our colonized social and economic

system , will be understood.
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Class analysis needed

Similar notes rrtjﬁht be written on the '"Renegade
report on poverty", '’/ for which Ian Adams was great-
ly responsible along with Bill Cameron, Brian Hill
and Peter Penz. The report is a mass of detail des-
cribing the means by which the "'poor’’ are held in
their place - the means by which, it should be pointed
out, almost every sector of our economy profits by
making people poor, not just "keeping them that way''.
But the report does not analyze poverty in terms of
which class profits the most and leads the effort to
"keep the poor that way''. Because there is no class
analysis, there is little sense or suggestion of what
can be done. For unless the class relations of the
system can be revealed, there can be no discussion
of the struggle for socialism.
The real cause of poverty, as it has been argued,
is discussed in an article by Cy Gonick who wrote:
"Poverty does not lie outside our political
economy, it is produced by it: by its inability
to assure continuous full employment, by its
crazy sense of priorities and its distorted
allocation of resources; by the way it re-
wards achievement. The poverty wards may

diminish during boom periods and during
wars but they are always replenished by the
inevitable periods of slowdown and decline
when unemployment is high. And they are
replenished also by economic progress it-
self as uncoordinated technological change
banishes large numbers of workers ;}? the
lower margin of the labour force. rl
(emphasis added)

Here we find sketched the principle causes of
poverty, But again, what is not made clear 18 the
class basis of poverty. Our society does not have
"a crazy sense of priorities', it has class structured

priorities, and unless the class relations are under-
stood the suggested solutions to the real cause of
poverty can never be discovered. Examine, for in-
stance, Gonick's proposal - as he puts it - for "pro-
bably the only effective solution" to poverty:
" ,.a regional development strategy that
includes wide-spread powers of public plan-
ning, direct public industrial investment,
and a great expansion of housing, medical,
hospital and educational and vocational
training facilities." (p. 76)
These are fine goals, but if we look at the devel-

Poverty in a capitalist society can always be justified by some new sociological "theory'. In essence
these '"theories” such as the "culture of poverty' theory, argue that "the poor will always be with us’'.
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opment of countries which have:.adopted them, a dif-
ferent story emerges. Both England and Sweden, as
the two foremost examples of the ﬁfpﬁ““ of "'wel-
fare" policies, still have poverty. They still have
poverty and unemployment and, as long as the sys-
tems remain fundamentally capitalist, alienation and
the attendant stifling of human Creativity is pervasive
and profound,

Gonick's analysis of the cause of poverty, how-
ever, is far more to the point than Adams' analysis
in The poverty wall. Nevertheless; neither makes 3
class analysis of the question of poverty and thus
both have denied themselves the possibility of clearly
understanding the way to overcoming poverty.

Poverty is inherent in the capitalist system and
it has not been abolished in systems of welfare state
capitalism. I is an integral part of capitalism be-
cause of the exploitative class relationships found in
such a system, What must be understood is that a
particular class (the indigenous or imperialist bour-
geoisie) owns and controls the places of work and the
products of labour, and that it is this class which
causes unemployment in its pursuit of profits. There
could be no ruling class, however, unless there was
a class to rule and to exploit, That class is the work-
ing class and it is ruled and exploited in ways both
subtle and violent by the capitalist,

As long as workers do not present any great dan-
ger to the fundamental relations of production, they
are ruled generally in subtle ways., They are made to
feel a part of ""democracy" by being allowed to cast
ballots, etc. They are allowed to "bargain' with em-
Ployers over the terms of their wages and working
conditions and so on., But should they demand too
much or should workers decide they want to change
basic relations of ownership of the means of produc-
tion, the ruling class uses everything in its power
from the courts to the military to maintain its ruling
positions,

This is why, returning to the question at hand,
that if poverty is to be abolished, the very class that
perpetuates the social, economic and political rela-
tons which creates it must be struggled with and over-
thrown. It is not enough to suggest ""public owner-
ship" for small or large sectors of the economy. The
examples of England and Sweden present too clearly
a negative result to suggest they have solved the pro-
blem of poverty through public ownership. The only
road to the abolition of poverty is through the struggle
for socialism. Welfare state capitalism found in
countries or provinces governed by social democratic
parties is not socialism. Socialism begins with the
overthrow of the ruling class and the establishment of
workers' control over the means of production, not
with state or "public" ownership as advocated by soc-
ial democrats,

Nowhere has a social democratic party in power
overturned a ruling class, On the contrary, they have
produced a complacent wor ing class through the de-
ceit in the notion that they represent the interests of
the working class,

No reforms or studies or public companies or
"wars'' on poverty will change the fundamental situa-
tion. The poor are created in a capitalist society:
they are a "natural" result of class relations, It is
not true, as sociologists parrot, that poverty is

"self-perpetuating'’. This is but a cliche because
poverty is no more self- perpetuating than the bour-
geoisie is self- perpetuating. Both do exist and per-
sist, but both are produced by the very nature of the
capitalist system, And if both are to be ended, the
system must be ended. The struggle for reform
should continue, but reforms should be struggled for
in the contest of the struggle for Socialism, not as
ends in themselves.

Social scientists: the handmaidens of the system

As for the Soclologists who have made this ""field"
of poverty their specialty, they act essentially
as weatherbeacons for the establishment, They stu-
dy, in the most intimate details, the life of the ""poor"
and recommend policies and reforms to alleviate the
harshest, the most horrible of the conditions of poy-
erty - those conditions that might give rise to protest,
The general state of affairs, however, remains the
same. '

Implicitly or explicitly, the view point of sociolo-
gists has been and is the viewpoint of those who pay
their salaries, They are paid by universities, the
gsovernment, by business, or by a variety of institu-
tions whose job it is to administer the "health and
welfare' of the population. Sociological research,
then, reflects the point of view of the established
order, |

It is a view that is committed to the maintenance
of the system. And such has been the function of the
research centers and the universities which have
Sponsored sociological research inte the "problems"
of American and Canadian Society. With regard to
industrial conflict, the growth of university institutes
for "Industrial Relations" at Harvard, M.I.T., and
the University of Toronto, for eéxample, are to be un-
derstood as the growing attempt by advanced capital-
ism to integrate the working class into the system, to
dampen existing class conflict and potential revolu-
tion and better to aid in the exploitation of workers or
colonies, where such exists.

The research procedure has been to study, with
a view to "solving' the problems of workers on and
off the job and in search of jobs, thereby attempting
to soften the effects of alienation and atomization in
capitalist society. The "solving' has been largely
a question of 'rehabilitation”, "resocialization” or
"correction'. In reality, such solutions are 3 ques-
tion of manipulation, amelioration, integration and
Selling. In short, the function of industrial sociology
has been to discover the sources of conflict, real

~and potential, and to recommend the means ("'solu-

tions") to overcoming them within the social, politi-
cal and economic boundaries of capitalism or imper-
ialism,

Sociologists have to reorient themselves

question is not easily answered for the intellectual
arrogance that develops during one's university
training is not easily overcome. And a working
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class background is little protection against the
smugness that the university imbues in its members.
Indeed, as George Orwell suggests in The road to
Wigan Pier, the working class student who makes it
to university is frequently the most arrogant of the
lot. But te overcome this intellectual arrogance or
snobbishness is a major task for those wishing to
assist the working class overthrow its oppressor
class. To wipe bourgeois smugness and prejudices
from the mind, however, is not simple, but requires
profound self-criticism over long periods of time.

- Both of Orwell's books, The road to Wigan Pier

and Down and out in London and Paris, provide some .

insight into this problem that "'infellectuals' face
when deciding to work in the interest of the working
class.

From a less personal position, the sociologist
wishing to break his attachment to bourgeois ideol-
0gy, should read books on the nature of bourgeois
thought, Marx's The German ideology and Engels'
Anti-During are a good place to start in discovering
the basis of bourgeois ideology. Christopher Caud-
well's Studies in a dying culture, and Further stud-
ies in a dying culture, deal more specifically with
the question of bourgeois ideology in twentieth cen-
tury England. In order to see through the visors
that bourgeois ideology places on the sociologist
these works should be studied,

When the class prejudices and academic smug-
ness of the sociologist has been understood, criti-
cized and to a greater or lesser degree overcome,

. the social scientist can begin to struggle in the inter-
est of the working class. And one way he might do
this is to analyze the ruling class with the intent of
developing strategies for the struggle for socialism
from the point of view of the working class.

Above all, in a country like Canada - colonized
by the U.S. - sociologists must study how the coun-
try is exploited as a nation by the U.S.A., and what
classes and groups will support the struggle against
American imperialism. They must study the chang-
ing structure of all the classes in Canada in order to
determine the trends and developments for such an
anti-imperialist struggle.

Moreover, sociologists must practice their soc-
iology. They cannot simply study, for true know-
ledge of the basic conflicts and their direction can
only be learned by involving oneself in the struggle.
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I feel it would be constructive to make certain ob-
servations in connection with Rose-Marie Larsson's
excellent article on children's playgrounds (''Child-
ren's play and official playgrounds', TRANSFORMA-
TION, vol. 1, no. 3). Iagree totally with the senti-
ments expressed in the article and share with the au-
thor her initial enthusiasm at the vision of adventure
playgrounds, where children can REALLY play,
springing up all over England. I would like to point
out, however, that most such enterprises (in London
anyway) have

a) a very limited life-span .

b) a continual hassle to obtain any funds whatso-

ever, and

c) great dificulty in finding competent, radical

Youth Leaders to supervise their projects.

AVIDWVIRNFRUMRIE PILAYTGCIROUNIDS
Some realities to remembaer

By Gill Rlague

The Youth Leaders are generally paid (indirectly
at least) by a local authority which automatically in-
troduces another problem of allegiance and accounta-
bility. In addition, many playgrounds encounter con-
tinuing hostility from local residents. Although Rose-
Marie Larsson does mention most of these points in
passing, the picture is not nearly as rosy as she
paints it to be.

An important consideration is that the concept of
Community Control has not yet developed to any great
extent over here (no doubt it will be passed down
the colonial line to the colonial Left in England in
time!). There is, therefore, very little community
involvement in most adventure playground situations
and actual parent participation is usually zero. All
playgrounds of this type are situated in low income,
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:wn::-rking class areas, and are frequently administered
and run by liberal, middle class elements, who are
alienated from the local community by virtue not
only of class differences but also by pure physical
distance. Volunteers, play-leaders and committee
members tend to live miles away in their own neat
neighbourhoods and to commute in to the area cor-
cerned to do their bit for humanity! (Let me note
here that criticism does not apply to all adventure
playground workers. )

Another fact-of-life that must be taken into ac-
count when evaluating English adventure playgrounds
is that these centres always (and most naturally)
become hang-outs for the local "bad kids', whose
parents are only too glad to see the backs of them,
This, of course, leads directly to frequent and of-
ten violent conflicts with the so-called Law-enforc-
ing Authorities. In one situation with which I am
particularly familiar, the kids decided a few months
ago to break down all their structures, and complete-
ly wrecked the place. The committee in charge
thought this was O. K., reasoning, thankfully, that
the playground belonged to the kids, and that if they
chose to wreck it, then it was nobody's loss but
theirs. The police were, however, prompt in arriv-
ing, and upon warrant, interrogated various kids,
removed one young boy to their van and probably

Playgrotnds are

®f the strugglle

Gill Hague's observations help to further the
main point of my article, namely that organising ag-
ainst oppression of working class children necessari-
ly involves actions of a revolutionary political nature,
and therefore ought to tie in with all other actions of
a revolutionary political nature. One is forced to
say ought to, since what is considered the Left in
this country, in Sweden, and obviously in Great Bri-
tain, tends to disregard the oppression of working
class people as it affects them away from the work
places, as if "oppression' is something that exists
solely in the factories as a result of the boss-worker
relationship (for clarification here, see Marjaleena
Repo's article on '""The impoverishment of the Canadi-
an left" in this issue).

The fact is - and the working class knows it -
that working class oppression begins at birth, or ra-
ther, at the exact moment of conception, The human
being born from the union of two orgastically impo-
tent individuals, grown in the womb of a woman whose
daily existance is deprived of joy, who's driven by
society into a rut of pointless activities, that child
born into a world which is an overcrowded downtown
housing project or a stripped down, stereotype sub-
urb - is he born free? He who has been raised on
wonder-bread and anti-life ideology, who has been
punished for masturbating, been force fed, toilet
trained and told to shut up and do what he's told - by
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man-handled him, and insulted the play-leader us-
ing incredibly obscene language. The playground
was subsequently closed for several months and is
only now struggling to re-open. I am merely quot-
ing this case to dispel the myth of the friendly Bri-
tish policeman and to demonstrate how little differ-
ence there actually is between our two countries
when it comes down to the nitty-gritty, and repres-
sion is deemed necessary.

I would like to make a final point. The seeming-
ly benevolent provision of facilities such as adven-
ture playgrounds, dole money (unemployment pay),
the '"'welfare state'', abundant subsidies and council
housing etc., by the British authorities should not be
misconstrued. It must be remembered (and is too
often not even realized) that the powers-that-be are
merely handing down to the working class luke-warm
sops, carefully calculated to quell any potential mili-
tancy. The British worker has been most effective-
1y bought off over the years (at the expense of his
comrade in the neo-colonial nations), and the capi-
talist government with its controllers may congratu-
late itself on having perfected the art of subtle ap-
peasement via the kid glove approach. Please let
us not be deceived of the naked reality of oppressior
lying beneath that kid glove on both sides of the
Atlantic,
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parents who are always too tired, who have so many
problems to cope with, who are so fragmented, so
torn between what they want and what they can get,
constantly; and the frustrations and unhappiness that
result - where does his oppression begin? No end,
and no beginning.

The thing is, once one begins to challenge one
aspect of working class life, one discovers a million
tasks to be done. One discovers connections between
things that at first seemed not to be connected. One
quickly discovers that one is dealing with the quality
of life and real human beings - in the case of adven-
ture playgrounds one is dealing with kids who have
real parents, who in turn have real jobs or are really
unemployed, who have real historical backgrounds,
who have real life problems, who have real home sit-
uations and who are as real, perhaps more real, than
the one who comes to them and wants to set up an ad-
venture playground.

And just as a union reform demands for better
working conditions and better wages won't solve all
the problems of workers, neither will adventure play-
grounds supply the wonder solution to the problem of
society thwarting childrens' growth, What an adven-
ture playground can do is allow the children a space
where they will have more of a chance to survive as
healthy individuals - health being the ability to trust
your senses - and thereby grow up critical. If done




with awareness, an adventure playground could be-
come the focal point for discussions - involving par-
ents and children - about such things as relationships
between people: why they are so bad and how they
could be instead. And that would then automatically
lead into numerous, concrete attempts at finding out
what the obstacles are, i.e. how society puts obsta-
cles in the way of people's growth. People's own ex-
periences are full of evidence. What one needs to do
is connect them, the personal experiences, with all
progressive movements in all fields of human endea-
vour - education, medicine, the arts, psychology

and mental health care, architecture and housing, nu-
trition and ecology. The list is endless, rich, full

of possibilities. What one must realize is that this
list also works the other way, the reactionary way.
The working class is getting screwed by professionals
from all those fields of "human" endeavour, and has
been for a long time.

And here again one must refer to the responsibi-
lity of the Left. If truly oriented towards the working
class, it will attempt to deal with all aspects of work-
ing class oppression, including such important things
as children's playgrounds. If not, they will create a
vacuum which the erte and its PR-men - the church,
charity organizations, liberals functioning within the
system - will take advantage of and use as a base to
hinder the development of progressive struggles taking
place elsewhere.

That seems to be exactly what has happened in
England, and I know for sure that it has happened in
Sweden. For instance, Gill Hague mentions that
most of the playleaders and playground administrators
in London tend to be liberals of middle class back-
ground with little or no communication with the work-
ing class parents of the children they work with.

The information I have from Sweden indicates that the
same holds true there. The result of well-meaning
liberals intervening in working class people's lives
is the usual: when faced with the reality that far-
reaching, total transformation of human relations

is necessary to rid the world of agony and pointless-
ness, they soon opt out. As soon as they discover
that simply setting up an adventure playground for
"deprived kids' by no means at all suffices to still
the hunger for creativity and life rempant among the
‘working class; that on the contrary, innumerable
problems will present themselves as the result of it
and will have to be dealt with or stagnation will set
in - they show their true nature and either turn to
other new 'projects' or introduce regimentation of
a kind that turns the kids and/or parents against
them.

I will give an example. Last year in one of the
suburbs of Stockholm, an adventure playground was
organised by a community organization in the area.

(I am not quite sure of how much was the result of
parent participation in this case and how much de-
pended on the adventure playground activists connect-
ed with the organization in Stockholm that pushes for
this kind of community activity. I do know, however,
that that organization, Arkiv Samtal, was at the time
thoroughly imbued with populist ideology and has, as
long as I have known it, constantly avoided dealing with
any issues as symptoms of an underlying, class struc-
tured social-economic reality.)

This. is what happened: as soon as they began the

actual construction work they were faced with a crucial
problem. The older kids in the area - the 11, 12 and 13
year old ones - tended to take over all the activities
and leave nothing for the smaller kids. So, it was de-
cided that the older kids should be allowed to build their
own adventure playground, which they did. They built
a whole little village of huts and cabins, and proceeded
to stay there late at night to drink beer, smoke hash
and presumably, make love. That, the community or-
ganization couldn't deal with. Their whole boy scout
idea of what an adventure playground was supposed to
be fell to pieces. Because they were trapped in their
own narrow, liberal ideology they could see no connec-
tion between sexual oppression of youth and children,
and oppressive anti-creative playgrounds. They had
gone ahead with a project, eyes covered with "rosy pic-
tures'" indeed, totally blind to the real needs of the
people they wanted to do something for, in this case
kids approaching puberty.

The result was that many kids were forbidden by
their parents to go there, and the place became a kind -
of hang-out for "bad kids' before it deteriorated because
of lack of adult support. Back to the old social set-up.
The ""good kids'' stayed away, and the "bad kids' went
back to their age old, underground, guilt ridden acti-
vities. "Bad kids'' are constantly finding secret places
to drink beer, smoke hash and make love. This time
the so-called "'progressive' adults missed their chance
to gain an in-depth understanding of that phenomenon,
the sexual alienation of youth, by simply outlawing or
neglecting it - let alone the fact that they were unable
to allow the kids any form of participation in the strug-
gle for social change on issues directly related to them.

Similarly, it must have been precisely because the
playleaders and administrators in Gill Hague's play-
ground, by virtue of their own class origin and ideo-
logy, had been unable to establish any form of mean-
ingful communication ( most people don't even know
what meaningful is!) between themselves and the work-
ing class people in the area, left themselves wide open
to reactionary blows, like the police harassment men-
tioned. Because, had the playground served deep-
rooted needs in the community it would have been very
difficult for the police to intervene as they did, let
alone close down the playground. Parents and older
sisters and brothers would have turned out in person to
defend what they considered theirs.

S0, we are faced with two things. One is the bla-
tant oppression of working class children, specifically
-manifested in the kind of play areas available to them.,
The other thing is the insistence of all conscious and
unconscious anti-life elements to jump on the band-
wagon and turn an initially exciting, spirited endeavour
into a soppy, stagnant, regimented pseudo-activity,
because of their absolute inability to understand and
their fear of dealing with the the multifold aspects of
dehumanization and with the immense work needed to
eliminate the causes of it. Only when organizing for
children's play is tied in with a conscious program to
root out all forms of oppression will it prove success-
ful, and one must add, dangerous to the system, m

Silencing the workers, continued from page 43

in detail but in their generality. We do not win
over 70 awards a year for films because they
lack the truth or because they smell of propaganda.
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You have seen this film, along with other
trade union officials. May I ask is it right to have
a worker in it (a man of undoubted honesty) mis-
takenly say that as a Quebec textile worker he
could earn $1.25 an hour more in the United States
than he does here in Canada? Surely, you know
that the average wage of a Canadian textile work-
er is approximately the same, if not more, when
considering cost-of-living as that of an American
textile worker. Surely you and the members of
your affiliated textile unions know that a conside-
rable part of the Canadian textile industry is
largely owned by Canadians, a fact which the
film avoids but looks to statistics relating to a
large American conglomerate to prove foreign
ownership.

The film gives the impression that Quebec
textile workers are being made deaf by the ex-
clusive use of old-fashioned looms while the
Japanese work with silent looms. However, by
the time the film was finished the plant where
important filming was done had over 80 silent
looms in operation. You must also know that the
facts about the man in the film with silicosis are
not even vaguely representative of the industry
as a whole - the incidence of silicosis is very
low in contrast to the impression given in the
film,

For a film of such exhaustive length it's
ironic that economists and others should say that
the film misses one of the main points about the
Canadian textile industry; it should have paid
more attention to the problem of imports into
Canada from countries where the wage scales
are considerably lower than our own.

You are quite right in suggesting that the
textile companies have protested to me about the
facts in this film but so, Mr., L'Heureux, have
trade unionists who think that the film does not
adequately represent an up-to-date view of the
entire industry. They say that it glorifies the

- blood and strife of worker-boss relations during
the 1930s and '40s and that it unfairly and unwise-

ly downgrades the often magnificent role played

by the trade union movement in helping the industry
modernize itself, You, yourself, pointed out in
your letter that the film neglected the good work

of the CNTU. Other trade unionists feel even

more strongly.

To save the film one might reason "why not
merely eliminate the statistical errors, etc. in
the film ?"" Believe me, we have considered
seriously asking the film-maker to do this. Re-
luctantly, and according to our best professional
judgement, this cannot be done. The contentious
factual content interweaves the entire film. As
in a bolt of cloth, take the woof out and the warp
fall apart.

May I add this note. I am not casting any
stones at the makers of this film. They made it
with passion and belief. The Film Board's output
is not the same as the maker of identical cans of
beans. Each film is an individual item handmade
with consequent results not guaranteed. That is
the nature of the craft that the workers here live
their lives for. Despite this, our record over the

08

years of films withheld from showing is less than
one-half of one percent.

I am happy to write this letter as fully as I
have and to add to the many frank statements I
have already made which have been published
widely in the press. I hope the workers in the 30
or so unions on whose behalf you wrote will under-
stand that the reputation of our films and of our
staff, is too valuable to lose because of one film,
For the reasons stated above, the Film Board
cannot release this film. This may be called
censorship; I call it the exercise of public res-
ponsibility.

' Sincerely
Sydney Newman

The impoverishment, continued from page 34

a boredom that the participants are trying to«cver

up with a fervent belief in "the cause'. It has become
an accepted fact in the left circles, that "'politics"
are boring, and to complain about that is to complain
about '"'the nature of things''. One tolerates boredom
on the left as one tolerated boredom in all aspects

of one's life.

Slowly but surely one gets the clear impression
that one is in the presence of a pathological phen-
omenon. It seems that the left in its alienation
draws to itself extremely alienated individuals, for
whom the movement or the party becomes often an
alternative to a serious psychotic breakdown.

The groups provide the already alienated and dis-
connected members with structure and discipline
and a situation in which personal problems cannot be
dealt with. Certain crucial dimensions of one's per-
son (one's doubts, fears, longings, needs, dreams)
have to be cut off and are done so with the rational-
ization that they are not '"'political', but rather per-
sonal. It is easier for just about anyone in this soc-
iety to talk confidently about external matters, than
it is to talk about the mess one finds oneself in.
Imperialism is an easier topic than is one's own un-
happiness. And to talk eloguently about the auto
pact is less demanding than it would be to talk about
why people literally fall asleep listening to these
elogquent speeches.

We need a different kind of left

There is no particular reason why the left has to
be undialectical, incompetent, life-negating and bor-
ing. Just because groups calling themselves "left"
have been so, does not mean that it has to continue
that way. What has to be created in this country is
a movement that challenges the capitalist character
structure in ourselves (and not just ""out there", in
other people), and is able to change it into the begin-
nings of a communal character structure. This move-
ment rejects the pathology of ""normalcy', as it man-
ifests itself on the left, the centre and the right. It
calls forth the creative energies of the participants,
instead of suppressing them in the name of the "'cor-
rect line''. It cultivates health, physical, mental and

43) See footnote on page




sexual, in its participants, and regards ill-being in
any of these spheres of life a serious political pro - _
blem. The meaning of health, that is, good function-
ing, will emerge as the key problem to be solved, be-
cause one cannot talk in bland generalities about some-
thing so critically important. (Can you visualize

a political conference where the nature of health in
general and sexuality in particular is seriously ex-
plored?) Furthermore, the practice of health will

be an integral part of such a movement.

This movement will therefore change the mean-
ing of what is "political". It will not accept as mean-
ingful methods of political work to have predictable
demonstrations, where one calls for predictable
meetings in order to sign and distribute predictable
petitions, which call for predictable demonstrations. . .
Meetings, demonstrations, petitions - all of which
presently are the only methods of political work -
will be methods to be used sparingly and only to dra-
matize ongoing processes, but political work would
be organically connected with everday life at work
and outside of work. It will be considered more im-
portant to function as a real change agent at one's
work place and with one's friends, than it is to stand
in street corners and sell largely irrelevant left news-
papers. It will be considered more important to find
a capable nurse to do birth control work at a public
hospital or clinic and to involve other professionals
in such work, than it is to get 100 bypassers to sign
a petition to make abortion easier. The nurse is a
living change agent, the petition is an empty ritual.

It is also far more important to find a group of uni-
versity teachers who will set up exciting courses in
Canadian, literature, history, sociology, politics,
science and so on, inside and outside the universities,
than it is to get 1000 signatures on a quota campaign
petition from strangers, who are not mobilized to

back ﬁp the petition with any strength. 3
ost significantly, in this movement nobody will

go out to "organize the working class'’, in the plants
or in the communities, unless they have made some
headway with their own constituencies, and have
some real experience, knowledge and skills to offer.
It will not be possible for a "radical" student, thor-
oughly alienated from and contemptuous of the rest
of the student body, to "drop out", and move into a
working class district; as hundreds of alienated rad-
icals have been doing for the last half- a-dozen years
(and are now doing with federal financing). Anti-
intellectualism, so prevalent today among radicals,
will be a thing of the past, as knowledge and skills
will be highly valued, despite the fact that they are
obtained in "bourgeois" institutions (what other kinds-
are there?).

Itwill also be necessary for all members of such
a movement to be involved in work with small child-
ren, as the liberation of children will be a central
task of the movement. When everbody works with
small infants, it will be impossible to create the kind
of politics that exist now, in which men, untouched by
the needs of children and women, can build empires
for themselves, at the expense of women and children.
It is no accident that the most active members in
various movements are either married men with no
visible duties towards their children, or childless
men and women. (The only concession usually given

to the reproduction of the species is that make- shift
babysitting arrangements are created so that the
mothers of children can attend the boring meetings
and conferences!) Futhermore, caring for children
becomes in a real sense caring for humanity, because
one cannot conceivably be only concerned with one's
"own'" physical children and movement children: one
ends up thinking about how to create structures that
allow all children to be free of the usual oppression.
"The first duty of a revolutionary', becomes then in
the words of Pa)ul Adams, "'to build a society geared
to children. ''4%

There is something else that this movement will
be, which will differentiate it from the present left
groups Critical thought and investigation will be en-
couraged, not stomped on. Nothing will be taboo- no

truth, no discovery so final, that one cannot question
it. There are no forbidden books, no forbidden
topics, and an ability to be critical of oneself and of
the movement will be valued above all.

How will this kind of movement be built? The
movement builder will have to be qualitatively dif-
ferent kind of person from the usual "left winger" or
'radical". Hefshe has to represent real health or
the possibility and pursuit of real health in a sick
society. He/she has to be more perceptive, more
sensitive, more affectionate, more openminded, more
capable than others in society, and willing and capa-
ble of transmitting these qualities to others. A move-
ment builder is an educator and a healer in one per-
son - meanwhile always remembering that he/she too
is in the process of learning more and functioning
better. A movement builder never "arrives" at
optimum health and happiness and knowledge; beyond
good functioning and extensive knowledge there is even
better functioning and further knowledge, and totally
new dimensions of both that one hasn't even been
aware of before. '

No matter how thorough the process has been to
create alienated and unhappy men, women and child-
ren, there are people today in Canada, who have re-
tained some elements of health in their lives. They
do not, as a rule, consider themselves "political”
(although they can be active in various fields), and

43) This is not just a cheap psychiatric putdown of
people involved with left politics. But it has been

my personal experience over the years, that people
who function like machines within a political organ-

1zation, collapse, when supporting structures (auth-
ority and discipline) are removed (say, when they
-are expelled), and that people facing serious crisis
in their personal lives, ""escape' into political move-
ments, where they are allowed to function on a very
superficial level, both intellectually and emotionally.

44) In a coming issue an article will open up the
discussion about healthy sexuality, Titled (tentative-
ly), "Give heterosexuality a chance!", it deals, am-
ong other things, with childhood sexuality, and offers’
a critical perspective on homosexuality.

45) Paul Adams, one of the contributors in the
book, Children's Rights: the liberation of the child,
Elek Books, 1971.
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they have rejected left politics for many of the reas-
ons presented in this article. So far they have not
been able to challenge these alienated politics effect-
ively, since many have in the process of rejecting
"Marxist'" movements, become anti-Marxists and
anti- theory themselves. Many have gone the counter-
culture way, but with their critical faculties have
seen through the limitations of this "alternative' as
well. Presently they are "floating', 'so to speak,
waiting for a real alternative (o the impoverished left
to be created. You can find these people in all walks
of life: among workers, professionals, artists and
students, and few of them are aware of their strengths
as movement builders. I has not yet dawned on them,
that they themselves are to create that alternative

to the present left.

Tasks for movement builders

The potential movement builders have definite
tasks ahead of them, to prepare themselves for the
time when serious movement building can be started,
and to enable them to do what they are in fact funda-
mentally capable of doing.

1) They have to become students of Marx (not
Marxists, but life long students of him and Engels),
in order to be able to develop an adequate methodolo-
gy to transform the present social order. They need
to have a thorough understanding of dialectics (some
are already natural dialecticians, hav
like the average leftist - survived the worst condition-
ing in the schools), and a thorough knowledge of his-
torical developments, both of which will enable them
to challenge the distorted "Marxism" of the left
groups The methodology has to be applied to create
a thorough understanding of how life is experienced in
a capitalist society, and of what needs people have for
a different kind of existence, i.e. a different kind of
society.

2) They have to familiarize themselves fully with
Wilhelm Reich's work in order to understand the inter-

- relationship between the capitalist order and indivi-
dual unhappiness. The armoured man, in Reich's
terms, unaware of his armour, cannot be a change
agent, and will resist changes with all his might (and
nothing is more dangerous than an armoured '"revolu-
tionary'). Cne has to assimilate the diagnostic skills
that Reich makes available, and to grasp his concept
of positive health, and to apply these to oneself and the
rest of society. At the same time one has to avoid be-
coming a "Reichian''. The task here as well as with
Marx is to move ""beyond', towards an even more com-
‘plete understanding of the human reality today. Both
Marx and Reich, to use a cliche, are necessary but
‘not sufficient for that understanding.

3) One has to create a methodology to cultivate
physical and mental well-being. The movement
builders of the (near) future have to be aware of them-
selves as physical beings, and not live as tenants in
a strange body, as most people presently do. The
movement builders have to prove with their own ex-
ample that even in the present society one does not
have to be obese or undernourished because of wrong
nutrition and underlying unhappiness; one does not
have to lack energy and suffer from all kinds of chronic
ailments. It has to be demonstrated to people that to

60

the extent that the present society obstructs the pur-
suit of health and happiness, that society has to be
fundamentally changed. From (limited) personal ex-
perience it seems to me that the practice of yoga is
one good way to physical health and increased self-
awareness, and that this awareness has to be combin-

ed with)a new understanding of the meaning of nutr-
tion.

4) Cne has to develop a thorough understand-
ing of human creativity, and what allows that to
bloom and what stifles it. This understanding has
to deal with education as well as social organization.
It is necessary to know exactly under what circum-
stances children grow up to be creative, healthy
adults, capable, as Reich puts it, of love, work
and knowledge - all areas in which we presently are
so stunted, so incapable. And one has to familia-
rize oneself thoroughly with the history of collective
liberation (usually called revolution), when oppres-
sed people attempt to create forms of social rela-
tions in which their humanity, their creative powers
are allowed to flourish. This takes us from the
Paris Commune (starting arbitrarily from there,
but one could go further back into history, looking
for examples), to the Soviets, to the workers' ¢ un
cils in Winnipeg General Strike, to sit-down strikes
in the 30's to factory occupations in popular upris-
ings (France 1968), to anarchistic experiments of
all kinds. There are invaluable lessons in these for
all of us who want to create a different kind of social
order, and do not intend to wait until the "revolu-
tion" is made (by whom? one might ask).

5) With the above tasks well under way, the fu-
ture movement builder will function as a change ag-
ent in whatever environment he/she is in, utilizing
whatever skills and ai:)jlities he or she has. He/she
will not set up artificial little "projects', that pre-
sently cover the country from coast to coast, in or-
der to practice a self-indulgent form of "radicalism"
(no different from "doing one's thing'), and neither
will she/he attempt to start a movement that repeats
all the errors of past and existing ones. (Most left
groups come into exi stence through a group of peo-
ple constituting themselves as the "central commit-

tee', with a full-fledged programme, to be adhered
to by those whom it manages to recruit. The "ordin-
ary' members are deprived of any creative partici-
pation, and are assigned a role of uncritical obedi-
ence. Another tendency is to start a movement,

and then set up a huge bureaucratic structure, when
in fact there is no clear understanding of how a move-
ment ought to be built, and no agreement as to the
nature of the movement. ) - The time, of course, is
not yet ripe in Canada to start another movement:

first persons of movement building calibre have to
emerge, m

46) It is my contention that wrong nutrition, rather
than lack of nutrition is the cause of widespread
health problems in advanced industrial countries.
Anyone interested in exploring what good and cheap
nutrition is, has to read Frances Moore Lappe's
Diet for a small planet, Friends of the Earth, Bal-
lantine Books, 1971.




Letters, continued from page 4

clear and unmechanical

Your magazine is beautiful., Hitting us here at a
particularly good time. Many of the ideas about alienation
and class consciousness are extremely clear and un-
mechanical. Being a baker, I particularly liked
"Makers of our daily bread''. We have developed a
People's Bakery in Minneapolis, employing about 30-40
workers, a bakery that serves an expanding Food Co-
operative movement, as well as many people in the in-
ner city. We make only whole grain breads. A People's.
Grain Mill is opening up now, supplied by a network of
small farmers, who sell directly to us, bridging the
town and country split. The bakery is run and owned
by its workers, an interesting experiment in socialism.
The counter-institution organizing, of course, has its
limits and weaknesses, and can only be succesful if it
has a dynamic relationship with a larger socialist orga-
nization, that deals with people in other than just ser-
vice functions. Many of us are attempting to develop
socialist political strategies in connection with the
- co-ops, We are also beginning to organize with the
New American Movement, which has brought a lot of
people out of isolation into new energy, movement, and
development of coherent direction.

J.d., Minneapolis, Minn., U.S.

needs more copies

I am happy to hear that TRANSFORMATION hasn't
given up the ghost and will continue. I find it one of the
most enjoyable and useful magazines to have around.

I have a subscription to it, but find that I keep running
out of copies. Could you send me five copies of each
issue that's been produced so far. |

M.G., St. Mary's, Ontario.

required reading

I greatly enjoyed the review of Lorimer's Working
people . I am using this book in my social stratification
course and plan to add Repo's review to the list of re-
quired reading.

D.W.M., Toronto, Ontario

impressed with analysis

I have been extremely impressed with your analy-
sis and in particular with your articles dealing with
labour, Keep up the good work.

R.D., Ottawa, Ontario

book review style intimidates

I have one criticism: I liked the original bits of
the review you did of James Lorimer's book so much
that I wish they were in a separate article. That is,
it is fine to do book reviews, but the material and per-
spective you use to criticise him from can and should
stand on their own. This is why: I would like to be
able to give the analysis to people I meet and work
with, some of whom are not college-educated and would
be intimidated by the book-review form, but who would
really identify with and understand the things you say

M
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about working class culture. So I wish you would do an
article or pamphlet of straight analysis I could use that
way.

M.T., Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

can relate to it

I have just finished reading the second issue of
TRANSFORMATION, and I was most impressed! For
some reason I could really relate to it - and I am not
a super political and often times don't dig a lot of
left publications at all.

L.A., Regina, Sask.

political consciousness appreciated

Our group thinks quite highly of the three issues
of your periodical that have been published so far. The
political consciousness expressed in TRANSFORMATION
is quite refreshing to view, following the stagnant
attempts of the Young Socialists and the Internationalists
to produce literature, intended to "propagate socialism".
Good luck to you; our group expresses its support for
your work.,

D.C., Ottawa, Ontario

helpful

I have just seen a copy of TRANSFORMATION. A
friend of mine had saved it since last year when he
picked it up in Toronto. I read your article on the
"Fallacy of 'community control'', and it was extremely
helpful to me. I am beginning to work with some work-
ing class students on a project in a community outside
of Washington: it has been difficult, if not impossible,
to find articles that deal squarely and clearly with the
concept of class. Much less class analysis in a Marx-
ian sense. I have been looking for Marxist analyses of
concrete situations.

C.A.E., Washington, D.C., U.S.

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SOCIAL CHANGE
P.O. Box 6179, Terminal A, Toronto 1, Ontario

excellent

Your magazine is excellent. I find it, unfortunately,
to be at a level beyond what most of the U.S. left has
been doing. I hope you'll continue doing things on theatre,
children, photography, while at the same time continuing
the fundam ental pieces on community organizing, the
working class, bakery workers etc. Keep up the fine
work. We across the border here in Minnesota, as
persons of the "new left', are finally getting over a

1ot of our alienation and disdain for the people - and

getting down to some roots amongst the people that we
can build on.
M. L., Minneapolis, Minn., U.S.

special relevance

I have found TRANSFORMATION to be the most
enlightening, sensible, intelligent etc. etc, journal I
have read in the last three or four years. The maga-
zine has a special relevance for me, since I am engaged
in areas of work directly or tangentially related to the
"organizing the poor'".

R.F., Chicago, Ill. U.S.

applicable to Australian conditions

Congratulations on your excellent magazine. We find
many of the articles incisive and relevant to the Aust-
ralian scene (especially "The fallacy of 'community
control'). We are very glad to have TRANSFORMA-
TION as part of a small resource centre we have

just started here and we find the general response to
your magazine enthusiastic. It's good to have such

thorough-going analyses.
J.R., Victoria, Australia

Individuals

6 issues for $5. 00
12 issues for $9. 00

Institutions

6 issues for $10. 00

beginning with vol 1 no ....

Subscription rates include occasional reprints and pamphlets.
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WORTH READING

Quebec Labour: The Confederation of National Trade
Unions yesterday and today, edited by a Black Rose
Books éélhrial_ﬁnllechve (Black Rose Books, paper-
back $2.95). This is the official translation nf the re-
cent CNTU documents, such as the ""Second Front"
(1968), and "Let 's rely on our own means', a document
adopted by the CNTU convention in June 1972. The main
value of this documentation appears to be in an economic
analysis of Quebec and as a critique of capitalism and
imperialism, but the book itself does not provide any
overall analysis and presents very little in terms of a
solution, unless an undefined ""socialism' is accepted .
as such a solution. The publisher intends to bring out

a second volume of similar documents. Hopefully that
collection will contain an explanation as to why the
CNTU convention in June saw fit to condemn not only
capitalism and economic liberalism, but Marxism as
well.

@

q Get a copy of Wilhelm Reich's What is class-conscious-
ness? (available from Liberation 339 Lafayette, N, Y.,
N.Y. 10012 U.S., and costs $1.00). This is an extra-
ordinarily valuable document, containing Reich's criti-
cism of the so-called Marxist left, written in 1934, but
just as valid today. Shows clearly how we have to undo
the left tradition, since nothing can be built on it.

The May 1972 issue of Liberation contains another use-
ful article, Michael Schnider's "Vanguard, vanguard,
who's got the vanguard', which is a critique of the
German left, by one of its members., Originally called,
"Against left-wing dogmatism, a 'senile disorder' of
communism™, it will have a second part that will dis-
cuss the Left's use of the "borrowed language' of
Leninism, and it will also deal with the problems of
revolutionary organization both in terms of Rosa
Luxemburg's critique of the Bolshevik conception of

the vanguard party, and in terms of the lessons of con-
temporary struggles in the West (particularly in Italy).
Sounds promising and will cost you 75 cents for each
issue,

A history of Canadian wealth, by Gustavus Myers, is
another important book from James, Lewis and Samuel
(paperback $2.95). First published in 1914 in the U.S.,
it has never before been published in Canada. Having
ceased to be a "rare book', this edition should help to
demystify the role of Canadian capitalists in the same
hair-raising manner as did Myers' the History of the
great American fortunes.

Read Canadian: a book about Canadian books (James,
Tewis and Samuel, $1.95), edited by Robert Fulford,
David Godfry and Abraham Rotstein. A helpful book
that provides basic bibliographies on Canadian history,
economic history, labour history, foreign control of
the economy, Canadian society, women, urban studies,
poverty, Canadian literature and many other topics.

It's a "'basic book' that will educate Canadians as
much as it will inform American war resisters and

professors in Canada. 5

Marxism and aesthetics (a selective annotated biblio-

graphy of books and articles in the English language),
compiled by Lee Baxandall. This book is an absolute
must for those interested in developing a critical per-
spective on art. It covers every area of the arts from
dance to drama, from painting to cinema, from fiction
to music, to architecture. It uses the term Marxist
in the largest and least exclusive sense and includes
related non-Marxist listings. Organized according to
nationalities, the volume also has extensive topic-in-
dexes, making it possible to locate quickly the writings
relevant to a given author or artist, or a topic of con-
cern. An invaluable reference book that should be
available in every library.

The scalpel, the sword: the story of Doctor Norman
Bethune, by Ted Allan and Sydney Gordon ( McClelland

and Stewart, paperback $2.95), an important life his-
tory of a significant Canadian revolutionary, whom so
few Canadians know anything about. The book was first
published in 1952, and has been out of print for a long
time. The new edition was long overdue and is most

welcome,
&

"Immanuel Velikovsky reconsidered' is the title of the
whole May 1972 issue of Pensee, a publication of the
Student Academic Freedom Forum in Portland, Oregon,
U.S. This issue is a fcllow-up to the book, The Veli-
kovsky affair: the warfare of science and scientism

- sciences,

ed. by Alired de Grazia ( University Books, 1966),

which dealt in depth with the 1nvest1gatlans and theories
of perhaps the most exciting scientists of this century,
as well as with the scandalous treatment Velikovsky
received at the hands of the science establishment

(who still today regards him as a crackpot). His works,
Worlds in collision, Ages in chaos and Earth in up-

‘heaval all exemphfy the mentality of a highly creative,

dialectical scientist, who was able through his metho-
dology to raise fundamental questions about such varied
fields as archaeology, history, geology, geophysics,
astronomy, egyptology, religion and mythology, to
name just a few. Velikovsky's greatest contribution
was to show the interconnectedness of all these fields,
as opposed to the usual fragmentation of bourgeois

For those of us who are long-time admirers
of Velikovsky's unorthodoxy, it is gratifying to know
that his numerous hypotheses keep proving to be cor-
rect, and are slowly earning him recognition among
younger and/or more open-minded scientists in dif-
ferent fields. (Pensee can be obtained from P.O. Box
414, Portland, Oregon 97207, USA, and costs $2.00
for a single issue, $1.50 for 10 or more and $1.00

for 100 or more. The Velikovsky affair is available
from FOSMOS, 1503 Connecticut Avenue N.W.,, Wash-
ington, D,C. 20036, USA, cost not know to us.)
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