


Kidnapping: the .
draft in Honduras

by Jack Epstein “or young men between the ages of 16 | Comizg
It was a typical sweltering Central | and 20, these kidnappings can occur at
American afternoon as the olive green | any time and anywhere. They can be
bus manoeuvred its way through the | forcefully removed from a movie theatre, | i
streets of Teguciyalpa. playground, bus stop, school yard, or \
Inside were 10 soldiers of the Hon- | street corner. re.
duran military forces, heavily armed and For the military brass, the formula is | rul!
ready to carry out their mission. The bus | simple — a monthly quota is to be filled, “If
passed a public park where a group of | and a corporal or sergeant is told to fill it. | lodg
young men were engrossed in a game of | Nothing else matters except obtaining a | sons ¢
soccer. Suddenly, the drab coloured ve- | male body who appears to be within the | yearlc
hicle made a U-turn and pulled up along- | required age limit. Student, the sole sup- For
side the unsuspecting players. porter of a family, in poor physical con- | seems to
Led by a sergeant, the soldiers quickly | dition — it's of no consequence. Defer- | duras’ a
filed out and approached the football | ments are given only to those men who | society’s
field. “This game is over,”-barked the | are legally married, and many poor | the army’
abrasive sergeant. “Get your hands up | Honduyreos are not legally married. claimed a
and march peacefully onto the bus. Do One young man told me that he | class. :
not try to escape or we will shoot.” worries only when the word is out that a The reasd
Reluctantly, the orders were obeyed, | new quota is to be filled. probably due
and the bus hurriedly drove off into the “I stay in the house until it's over,” he | Since many y
mid-day traffic. : said. “It usually-doesn’t last very long.” poor, wear " \
If this scenario seems to describe a kid- | But there are those who protest. The | dif* ‘ A
napping, that's just what it is. However, | day I arrived in Teguciyalpa, there we-
in Honduras, it’s called military recruit- | hundreds of high school stude—" a
ment. ing through the street= ° “
During the last eight years, Honduras | lease of all - o
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@ Anniversary: Oﬂobor Crisis

Ten years ago, 497 people were arrested under the War Measures Act.
They included singer Pauline Julien, péquiste Gerard Godin and
labour leader Michel Chartrand. Richard Cantrall interviewed some of
them to find out what happened in 1970, and how easily it could hap-
pen again.

@ Shutdowns and sit-ins

Some workers are trying to get a better deal when plants close down by
occupying them. Is it working? The Clarion talks to people who say
yes, and some who say no. Plus, interviews with workers who have par-
ticipated in the occupations.

® Combatting the Kian

When the Klan set up shop in Toronto, government officials said a lot
but didn’t do much. Thé Clarion looks at how activists are organizing
against the KKK, and talks to people inthe community the Klan is
trying to influence. P -

o The trouble with co-op living

Tt used to be Rochdale, and a co-op house on every corner. Now, we're
hard-pressed to come up with' many people we know who live in com-
munal houses. We seem to be the new one- and two-bedroom apart-
ment generation — though we may live in housing co-ops. What hap-
pened to co-op living, and why? :

g~ Prison crisis near
% " Northern Ireland

y Robin Wood
| of Festivals

by Peter Flosznik

The ongoing “blanket protest™
of Irish Republican prisoners in
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh pri-
son camp for the restoration of
political status is in danger of es-
calating into a mass hunger
strike, says the National H-Block
Committee, a coalition which
includes representatives of Irish
political, labour, cultural and
civil rights organizations.

In their present condition, it is
obvious that should the prisoners
embark on a hunger strike, they
would soon be coming out in
coffins. S

The protest and the reasons
behind it are not well known in

-

Canada as the media have main-
tained an almost total blanket of
silence on it. The only significant
exception to date has been the
wide press coverage given to a
statement in August 1978 by the
Roman Catholic Primate of Ire-
land, Cardinal Tomés O Fiaich,
in which he condemned the
conditions in H-Block as remini-

.scent of the sewers of Calcutta,

and criticized the British govern-

e - —
See story next page on Canada’s
National Prison Justice Day.

ment for denying the prisoners’
basic human rights in an attem-
pt to force them to accept cri-
minal status.

For as long as there has been a,
Republican tradition in Ireland,
imprisoned Irish Republicans
have always rejected the label of
“criminal” for actions under-
taken to free Ireland from Bri-
tish rule.

In 1972, Irish Republican
Army (IRA) prisoners in Belfast’s
Crumlin Road Jail went on
hunger strike for the right to be
recognized as political prisoners.

After many weeks, the British
government gave in when it be-
came clear that there would be
bloody riots across nationalist
areas of the North if any of the
prisoners died.

What Britain conceded was
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We're counting on you

September 1980

Changeisn'tcheap

. Parkdale bachelorette scam. Union-
‘busting at Sick Children’s Hospital. Plu-
tonium shipped through Malton. Scoops
from Cindy Fortunata and Fred
Mooney. :

Where did you first hear about these

stories? Not the Star, not the Globe, not
the Downtowner, and certainly not the
New York Times.
The Toronto Clarion? You know it.
_ And we know it. But our goal is to make
sure the rest of Toronto knows it and
reads the Clarion. It's an awesome task,
but that is no reason not to strive for it. -

Our coverage has greatly expanded
since we began four years ago. We've
been dealing with labour, international
news, union-busting, housing — both co-
op and non-profit — humour. entertain-
ment, film criticism by Robin Wood, res-
taurant and book reviews. music, sports,
and a rapidly expanding classified adver-
tising section unlike-any other in this city.

But we haven't published in the last
two months. Without your support, we'll
have difficulty continuing to publish. let
alone expanding and improving our con-
tent and design.

It is essential to our survival to build a
strong financial base now, Without one,
we are unable to plan ahead — for any-
thing. There will be ne guarantee that
we will be able to publish. to bring you
the kind of news and information that
vou look to the €larion for.

The ongoing financial base that sus-
taining memberships can give us are as
essential to our survival as are subscribers
and advertisers.

~Here’s »a- rough breakdown of our
costs: printing two issues each month
costs $1,000; the salaries for two paid
staff members are $1,500 each month:
and production, mailing. telephone and

Are you one
in 100?

The Clarion needs 100 sustainers —
people who will help support the paper
tinancially to give us the base we need
to continue and thrive. Youre one of
them if vou ean eommit $10 a month,
or more, to the Clarion over one year.

Sustainers receive:

® a free subscription., or renewal

¢ 2 free gift subscriptions

e your name in the masthead as a sus-
tainer, if you like

s 9 free tickets to Clarion benefits (the
best parties in town!)

e invitations to 2 gatherings a vear to
meet the staff, see the office, and dis-
cuss the paper

Clip and mail this form today.
e

Yes. I'm one in 100.

I'm enclosing post-dated cheques (or

lump sum payment) for:

L] $10/month for one year

[1 $15/month for one year

(] $20/month for one year

{1 $25/month for one year

[ T ean’t afford to be a sustainer now,
but here’s some money.

Name

Addréss

City -
Postalcode

Mail to; Toronto Clarion, 73 Bathurst ét,,
Toronto, Ontario M5V 2P6

Get ready for the next issue of the Clariorr —swhich will hit the streets on October 10.
Absolutely final deadline for classifieds, ads, and calendar items is Monday. October 6,
If you have ideas for stories, please call as soon as you can: don't wait until October 6.

rent is $500 per month. For a year, the
total comes to $36,000. We are hoping to
increase the number of subscribers, in
order to bring in $12,000 in revenue per
year, and double our advertising to bring
in $12,000 per year. That leaves $12.000
in revenue that we need. And that is
where we hope sustainers will come in.

We wish to see the momentum that is
building, and has been building over four
years. continue. After only two months
of not publishing the Clarion, a gap in
the information available in Toronto is
only too visible.

With help from our friends. we can
make sure that the gap is filled — perma-
nently. S

We believe, and we hope you'll agree.
that the Toronto Clarion must continue
to publish: and that's why weve de-
signed a different Clarion. It will still
carry “all the news that’s left” but with a
more eve-catching cover and new design.
There'll be a balance of news reporting
and analysis, a more comprehensive list-
ing of events in the city and out of town.
and an ongoing series of in-depth spreads
on issues which affect our daily lives:

But all of this will onlv be a dream if
we can't tinance it properlv. Left-wing.
progressive publications are notorious for
never having enough money, and often
folding as a result.

Perhaps if there were a surplus of those
publications in Toronto the matter
wouldn’t be so nrgent. But the Clarion is
one of a kind in this citv. which is why it
must, quitesimply. be kept alive.

However, those who want the Clarion
to continue publishing and to improve
have to pay a price. Nobody said change
came easv — or cheap.

We believe it is worth the price. We
hope vou will too.

We need your time,
ideas and participation

Il take -more than just money to make the new Clarion

work. Here's a list of some of the other ways we'd like you to get

involved in making the Clarion a success:

Participate in workshops. We're revamping the way we or-
ganize our coverage and generate story ideas. The basis of the
new way we'll do this is workshops: groups of people with spe-

cial interest or expertise in areas of coverage. who will meet as -

often as they wish to diseuss what kind of coverage the Clarion
ought to be providing in their areas, and taking much of the re-

. sponsibility for turning those ideas into stories and features. We

hope that when those of you with particular interests and in-
formation in these areas get directly involved in planning the
Clarion’s coverage, we'll be able to provide much more compre-
hensive, ongoing and analytical coverage,

‘The four workshops we've decided are the priority areas for
coverage are labour, community organizing, culture/sports, and
personal liberation. To find out more about any of these work-
shops and to get involved, call the Clarion at 363-4404. Or call
the contact person for the workshop: labour, Norman Rogers at
535-4699 or Sue Vohanka at 920-2431; community organizing,
Paul Weinberg at 463-6990; culture/sports, Mike Edwards at
533-7800 evenings; personal liberation, Allan Meisner, leave a

message at 363-4404.

Call us with story ideas. Whenever you're involved in or hear
about something that you think might be an interesting story, let
us know about it. And remember that our definition of news
isn’t the same as that of the dailies — many of the things that
happen to people at work or in their communities which are not
publicized are often stories that the Clarion should be carrying.
If you're not sure, call us anyway. '

Help with production. You don’t need any experience in
newspaper work to be invaluable to us at the Clarion. Pro-
ducing a newspaper involves many tasks that aren’t obvious but
are useful and necessary. Like proofreading, writing headlines
and cutlines for pictures, paste-up, and countless others. We'll

help you learn other skills too, if you want, like writing. editing.
design, p}}otograph_\'. typesetting, or using a process camera.
Call if you're interested.

Patronize our advertisers. And tell them you saw: their ad in
the Clarion. It may not seem like much of a contribution. but
it’s'a very important one to us.

Help with distribution. Do you know a store, organization or
other public place which should be carrving the Clarion but
doesn’t? Or are you willing to help distribute the paper at events
or in your neighbourhood or workplace? Call us if you can'help.

eye on things




