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The *170 million

give-away

How Metro Centre Developments assembled its land

by John Sewell

All the talk about Metro Centre for
the past year has centred around the
pianning —issues--invelved in its im-
‘plementation. Those are real problems,
since Metro Cenfre is no less than a
New Town in the heart of Toronto
where 50,000 people will work and
30,000 people will live. Its realization
entails incredible -- some people like
myself say insurmountable — prob-
lems. But, with what appears to be the
final hearing scheduled before the On-
tario Municipal Board this month, all
of the planning controls and guidelines
for the mammoth development will be
set, for now and the next 20 years.

It is time to return to the basic
principles of Metro Centre to see
exactly where we stand. The most
basic principle surrounds the question
of control of land. Who owns the 187
acres of land that Metro Centre will
sprawl across? Obviously if the CNR
and CPR, the two railways which own
all of the shares in Metro Centre
Developments Limited, don’t own the
land, there is not much they can do on
the site — I can’t build on your land
unless you let me.

The Metro Cenire scheme — offices
for 50,000 workers in the area be-
tween Yonge and John Streets, south
of Front; residential units for 30,000
souls between John and Bathurst,
south of Front; the new English lan-
guage CBC headquarters between King
and Front, west of University, with a
soaring transmission tower; a new
transportation terminal; a convention
headquarters; and on and on - was
announced in 1967. At that time, the
CNR/CPR conglomerate owned less
than half the land which thexr pro-
posed to build on.

-- Thirteen acres -- part of which
was the site of Union Station -~ were
owned by the City of Toronte, al-
though they were under lease in per-
petuity to the railways “for railway
purposes only.” Ren{ was negotiable,
and the City was entitled to an eco-
nomie rent.

— Thirty-nine acres were owned by
the Toronto Harbour Commissioners,
a body of five people representing the
City of Toronto and the Federal gov-

ernment.

That land was also under
lease to the railways in perpetuity “for
railway purposes”. and the Harbour

Commiwoners couid demand an eco--—

nomic rent, the same as the City could
for its lands.

— Fifty-five acres were owned by
the Province of Ontario, although the
railways had a license to use them for
tracks and a station.

-~ Other bits and pieces of land
were owned by the Federal
government — such as the former Post
Office building beside Union Station

and the Federal Building, which now
houses the Post Office — and by

. private individuals, such as the Walker
House Hotel.

The Harbour Commission

If we just add up the land owned
by the City, the Harbour Commission-
ers, and the Provinecial government, we
get 107 acres - that’s 57 per cent of
the development site. If it takes audac-
ity to propose a development for land
owned by someone else — as Meiro
Centre Developments Limited did —

S

e

The proposed Metro Centre site includes land owned by the City,
the Harbour Commission and the province. City officials
arranged a deal for Toronto’s land in the developer’s Montreal
office. The Harbour Commission made a deal for its land behind
the Commission’s customary closed doors. John Sewell charges
the net loss on these decisions in the “public inferest” — from
which the public was completfely excluded — is $170 millicn. He
wonders what arrangement the province will make.

takes even more audacity to try to get
control of that land for next to noth-
ing. That is what happened.

Metro Centre Developments ap-
proached the Harbour Commission a-
bout their 39 acres in 1968. The
perpetual lease caused two problems
for Metro Centre. Firstly, rent could
be set at an economic rent or, in the
alternative, at 5% of the value of the
buildings on the land. If Metro Cenfre
built a few towers similar to the
Toronto Dominion Centre there, the
rent would be high enough to allow
only reasonable, rather than gigantie,
profits. Secondly, the lease said that
the land could be used “for railway
purposes only.” Clearly building of-
fices and apartments couldn’t be con-
sidered as legitimate railway purposes,
so Metro Cenire would have to get
that proviso waived.

In November 1968, a new lease
arrangement was signed between the
parties, and lodged in the Regisiry
Office. The new lease deleted the
proviso ‘““for railway purposes only”
and the term about how rent was to be
set. In short, it gave Metro Centre
Developments Limited complete con-
trol over the land in perpetuity, even
though the Harbour Commission re-
tained ownership — ownership which
allows Metro Centre to do anything it
wants and the Harbour Commission
nothing,

Before we get to the compensation
for these changes; it is worthwhile
reviewing land costs in this part of
town. Graham Emslie, the Commis-
sioner of Development for the City,
said that land on Front Street between
Bay and University is worth $6.5
million an acre, roughly $150 a square
foot. Real estate agents tend to be a
trifle more conservative, citing $110 a
square foot, or just under $5 million
an acre.

The 39 acres owned by the Harbour
Commission is not on Front Street —
it is closer to the Gardiner Expressway
than to Front - so its value is substan-
tially less than $5 million an acre —
say $2.5 million an acre. The total
value of the Harbour Commissioner’s
holdings in the Metro Centre site

{continued, page 7)



At the Bozird_

by Ellen Murray

Teachers’ federations protect themselves

But they don’t do much about the big issues in education

The role of the teachers’ profes-
sional federations’ in the current
controversies about determining
educational spending priorities,
about open access to information
on what goes on in schools and in
the educational bureaucracy, and
about community involvement in
education, has been something less
than progressive. For example, se-
veral issues arose at the City Board
of Education’s September 21 meet-
ing about which the representatives
of teachers' federations have shown
special interest:

1) The teachers’ commitiee
which will participate in the up-
coming coniract negofiations with
the chairmen of all the Meiro
Boards of Education asked that
Toronto’s chairman be given the
power to negotiate working condi-
tions in City schools as well as the
salary and fringe benefits that are
always discussed. Sonte trustees felt
that working conditions should be
talked about at the local and not
the Metro level, and the teachers’
request was rejected.

Contract negotiations are pre-
sently conducted between only the
Board chairmen and some officials,
and the teachers’ representatives,
and other trustees cannot be in-
volved. Herbert Barnes (Ward Ten)
said that talks about working condi-
tions would concern the philosophy
" of education guiding Toronto
schools, and he thought his consti-
tuents would want him to have
some influence on any policy devel-
oped on this subject.

James Tyson of OSSTF (Ontario
Secondary School Teachers’ Feder-
ation) District 15 said that he could
“appreciate Mr. Barnes’ concern’
but that his group wished fo do
such negotiations at the Metro le-
vel, because that’s where the money
was controlled.

2) Before the item above was
discussed, one trustee raised the
question of whether it should be
discussed in private session. It
turned out that the teachers’ com-
mittee on the contract negotiations
had submitted a proposzl to Board
Chairman William Charlton asking
that all discussions about contract
negotiations be held in private and
only joint statements be issued.

Tyson said he didn’t have any
objections to this particular item
being discussed at the Board. But
some trustees were troubled over

the teachers’ proposal, which would
exclude any public discussion of
the negotiations themselves at
Board meetings. David Shanoff
(Ward Four) said that teachers’
salaries represented the largest item
in the budgef and pointed out that
teachers’ groups object to secret
discussions of other matters.

3) Trustees voted to keep
funding chairmanships in the
elementary schools in Toronto for
one more year, but will look into
other ways in which the $300,000
they cost could be spent more
profitably next year. There had
been a move to eliminate the posi-
tion this year, but most trustees felt
il was unfair to cut the extra salary
stipend attached to the position on
short notice. Many trustees feel
that the position doesn't serve
much of an educational function.

The Toronto Teachers’ Federa-
tion had suggested last winter that
the elimination of chairmen might
be one way to meet the budget
ceilings. At a recent Board meeting,
however, TTF spokesmanPhyllis
Edmondson gave a vigorous defense
of the chairmanship system. She
asserted that it did have educational
value, but the bulk of her argument
emphasized the system’s import-
ance as a financial incentive which
keeps good teachers in Toronto.

$600.000 for free parking

4) The Board’s policy of provid-
ing free parking to teachers and
other employees came. under fire.
The spark in the discussion was a
planned $750,000 playing field-
underground parking lot at Western
Technical Commercial School;
$600,000 of the cost is for the

APOLOGIES

Dear Sirs:

Your otherwise excellent anal-
ysis of the upcoming municipal
election (see Toronto Citizen of
September 21-October 4) con-
tained the preposterous suggestion
that 1 was a potential aldermanic
candidate in Ward 11.

For the clarification of your
readers and to quell your earnest
reporter’s wild imagination, I wish
to state unequivocally that I will
not be running for municipal of-
fice this December. After October

TO ATKEY

30th, 1 expect to be fully oc-

cupied representing the people of

St. Paul’s in the House of Com-

mons in Ottawa.

Yours sincerely,

Ron Atkey

P.C. Candidate

St. Paul’s

Our earnest reporter’s wild ima-

gination was fired by the remarks

of “reliable sources” in Ward Ele-

ven. We apologize to Atkey for

not taking further steps than we
did to discredit the suggestion.
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parking lot element of the scheme.

Barry Lowes (Ward Eleven) criti-
cized the inclusion of exira
spaces in the lot to allow for an
increase in the number of teachers
driving to school. Fiona Nelson
(Ward Five) criticized the whole
idea, saying that the Board had a
responsibility “to provide leader-
ship in encouraging alternate modes
of transportation in the city. . . we
could pay all the teachers’ irans-
portation costs for years with this
money,”

OSSTF represeritatives at the

Board meeting made no comment,
but, last winter in a public meeting
on the budget, one of their number
defended this parking lot scheme in
much the same way the TTF has
defended chairmanships — ¢ plum
to keep City teachers in the City.
The matter was referred back to
committee.

5) The Community Schools
Workship survey of elementary
schools came up for discussion a-
gain. The CSW people were sup-
posed to canvas elementary school
principals to provide a description
of their schools, teaching tech-
niques and curriculum, and to pub-
lish the results to help parents
decide which school to send their
children to. Results were late, and a
CSW spokesman said this was par-
tially due to a lack of cooperation
among some principals, even
though a Board motion in July had
asked that they cooperate in the
study. A few frustees wanted to
know why this wasn’t happening.

Helen Sweet of the Toronto
Teachers’ Federation had strongly

_opposed the survey when it was

first discussed, saying that parents
should get all their information on
schools straight from the principal,
This time she didn’t join the discus-
sion but she guickly signalled acting
Board Chairman Judy Jordan when
quorum was broken so that debate
on the matter could be cut off,

Financial interests

What do teachers’ federations in
Ontarioc do? They try to defend
the financial interests of teachers,
by protecting such benefits as chair-
manships and free parking, and by
negotiating salary scales, and by
trying to negotiate working condi-
tions. The federations do this only
informally, however, since teachers
in Ontario are not recognized as a
group with collective bargaining
rights or the right to strike. When
the negotiations are over, each
teacher signs an individual contract
with the Board. Movements to re-
structure the federations as unions
have won little sympathy from the
executives of these groups. and a
motion proposing this last March at
an OSSTF conference drew only 6
out of 200 votes.

Professionalism, not unionism,
has been the goal of teachers’ feder-
ations in Ontario, and in pursuit of
this goal they have been conscien-
tious in chiding teachers who dis-
play ‘“‘unprofessional” conduct,
This means that they not only do
not support but publicly criticize
teachers such as Craig Anderson,
who dissociated himself from a
telegram of congratulations the
OSSTF executive sent to William

Davis upon his election last fall, or
Brian Clow, who was convicted of
possession of marijuana and then
subjected to further “punishment”
by his local Board.

In spite of their self-image as a
professional  organization, the
teachers’ federations have few of
the powers other professional asso-
ciations do. Unlike doctors or law-
yers, they do not control who is
admitted to the profession, what is
actually done in the profession,
what is charged for services, or who
the clientele is. The Ontario Teach-
ers’ Federation recently decided to
push for autonomy in such a basic
matter as teacher certification —
deciding who can become a teacher
— which is presently controlled by
the province.

If the professionalism of the
teachers’ federations leads them to
push for more autonomy for them-
selves, it also prompts their unen-
thusiastic responses to trustees and
people acting directly in their local
communities to get more control of
schools or just to get simple infoz-
mation about day-to-day workings
of schools. Thus we have the feder-
ations’ attitudes toward the con-
duct of negotiations over working
conditions, and toward the Com-
munity Schools survey.

No congratulations

The federations’ response to sev-
eral issues in City schools this year
illustrates their attitude well. For
example, when the Board invited
the teachers, parents and other citi-
zens in the area of Parkdale Col-
legiate to help pick the new princi-
pal, open opposition was expressed
by the teachers groups at the
Board, and in the OSSTF councii
steps were taken to discourage the
community from participating in
the process.

The professional ethic even mili-
tates against staff democracy, urg-
ing instead a definite hierarchy
within the profession. Last spring
some teachers at Park Street School
wanted to help pick the new prinei-
pal. A TTF representative came
down to meet with the teachers,
and after that meeting another
group of teachers drew up a brief
opposing the idea. A spokesman for
this group appeared before the
Board to say they certainly didn’t
want to help pick the principal, and
the TTF and Board administration
people congratulated her on the
“fine job she’d done expressing her
views.” No such congratulations
were forthcoming for the teacher
represeénting the group which had

wanted to help select the principal.

The federations’ attitudes are
revealed as much by what they
don’t say as what they do. They
have been silent when the Board
considered a proposal for commun-
ity control of the budget in certain
schools or a brief from the Park
School Community Council asking
for better teaching of reading and
more lay assistants.

Attitudes such as these led the
Student Union at University of
Toronte’s Faculty of Education to
raise this guestion in this year's
student handbook — Do tcachers
as professionals really serve our
students and society? " The answer
most teachers would give to this
isn’t really clear, since the teachers’
federations may ot represent the
teachers themselves, Membership in
the organizations is compulsory,
and a survey this summer of teach-
ers attending summer courses at
University of Toronto showed that
52 per cent felt that OSSTF was
not very responsive to their views.

Some OSSTF members feel that
since they have no chance of get-
ting the prerogatives of a profes-
sional association, that they might
as well form a union which would
be able to defend their financial
interests more vigorously. But, will
a union be any more conscigntious
in fulfilling the responsibilities
teachers have to the students and
communities that they serve? Not
necessarily, but some teachers have
cited the Quebec teachers’ union as

an example of one which does. The -

CEQ has pledged to make schools a
“democracy’, and the group’s

White Paper says that teachers must
align themselves with the working
class to bring about changes in
“education.

i

Robin Hart 364-9467

Canada is a country which,
unlike so many in the
world, can realistically
dream of greatness . . .

.. .aclean environment . .
a Canada owned by
Canadians . . . job security
and a society without want
... a fair tax system . . .
Canadians able to shape
their own future . . .

New Democrats will strive
to make these goals a
reality.

THIS TIME DON'T WASTE
YOUR VOTE

i

Vote New Democratic
In Spadina

BOB BEARDSLEY

Campaign Headquarters 90 Harbord Street.
Telephone 961-4481
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Yonge-St. Clair deferred again

Cztlzens Task Force wins two-week delay of Planning Board development decision

Alderman Fred Beavis
by Virginia Smith
After two and a half hours of

heated discussion, the Planning
Board decided September 26 to
defer consideration of a Four Sea-
sons Hotels' proposal for high rise
development on the Granite Club
site at Yonge and St. Clair. Fred
Eisen, director of Four Seasons, has

been pressing the Planning Board to

forward his rezoning application to
the Committee on Buildings and
Development, since he has been
waiting for approval for over a year.
The Yonge-St. Clair citizen Task
Force , which is working with the
Board on a district plan, is unwill-
ing to approve any of several pro-
posed developments around
Yonge-St. Clair until 2 comprehen-
sive study for the area’s growth has
been completed. A three way tug of
war continued all summer among
the developers, the Planning Board
-and the Task Force.

Eisen urged the Board to ap-
prave his development “in prin-
ciple’” and claimed that he had
revised his application to ‘‘over-
comply with the wishes of the Task
Foree.” He agreed not to bring his

ere the Task Force could

_the .Ontario  Municipal

air any further complaints with the
development, until at least Feb-
ruary 1973,

Chief Planner Dennis Barker
pointed out that Four Seasons had
not officially filed a revised applica-
tion with the Planning Board, nor
had the planning staff had an op-
portunity to comment on its new
proposals. No detailed plans for the
development were available at the

Board meeting, and Board member

Juanne Hemsol voiced serious
doubts about approving an applica-
tion she had not even seen.

A mockery

Task Force chairman Michael
Plumb said that premature approval
of a major development like the
Four Seasons would make a mock-
ery of the planning process. Since
the Four Seasons towers alone will
generate one-third more traffic on
St. Clair, its application can be
considered only in the context of
an overall area study, Plumb in-
sisted. He rejected the idea of using
the OMB as the only forum for
discussion of Eisen’s plan.

The Task Force submitted a
traffic study to the Board at the
meeting. Plumb estimated that the
Force's other major policy papers
could be completed by January,
The Force has been “‘badgered and
battered for three months”, Plumb
said, and its attention has been
diverted from comprehensive plan-
ning to study of individual rezoning
applications .

Some Planning Board members
ignored the fact that the Board
itself is responsible for much of the
delay in the completion of the Part
II study for the area. About a year
ago, the Board agreedto work with
the Task Force on an area plan, but
earlier this year the Board brought
out astudy which included no Task
Force recommendations. In May,
areca residents rejected the Board's
unilateral plan for their neighbour-

hood and only then did the Board
> officially recognize the Task Force.

The chickens came home io
roost for Alderman Tony
O’Donchue last week when he deci-
ded fo launch his campaign for
Mayor of Toronto at Ramsden Park
in the midtown area.

O’Donohue said he chose the
park because he wanted to “go
where the people are and get more
of them interested in city politics.”
But instead of pulling off another
publicity coup, he was canfronted
by a small group of local residents
who carried signs pointing out that
on two crucial votes in 1967 and
1969 O'Donohue had opposed ex-
tending Ramsden Park.

Ellen Adams, vice-president of
the ABC ratepayers, carried a sign
reading, ‘*Ramsden Park exists in
spite of O'Donohue.”” Although the
alderman was miffed at the bad
publicity genecrated by the pro-
testers, it was his campaign-aides
who really blew their cool.

Adams placed herself strategic-
ally behind O’Donohue so that her
sign would appear in any photos
taken of him. But she didn’t remain
there long. O’Donohue’s acting
campaign manager, Ward Four
Alderman Art Eggleton, pushed her
away from the centre of the crowd,
and Donald Kirkup, a real estate
industry researcher and another
O’Donohue aide, ripped the sign
out of Adams” hand and broke the
stick holding the placard.

An effrontery

Jack Granatstein, President of
ABC and another of the demonstra-
tors, said it was “an effrontery for
O’Donohue to come to the park
which he tried to kill and say that
he was there to meet the people.”

MIDTOWN PROTESTS
TONY O’DONOHUE

Alderman Art Eggleton blows his cool

photo: Jack Mcleod

Alderman Tony O‘Donchue’
Granatstein had records which
showed that in 1967 O’Donchue
voted for high rise towers to be
built in the Aura Lee site which is
now part of Ramsden Park and that
in 1969 he voted against acquiring

the Street Department vards across -

from the park in order to expand
Ramsden.

O’Donohue later said he knew
that by waging his campaign in
public places he ran the risk of
confrontations such as the one that
occurred at Ramsden.

But in spite of his attempt to
minimize the effects of the protest,
observers at City Hall said they

couldn’t think of a worse way for

O’Donohue to launch his campaign.

The other candidates for mayor
in the December 4 election are
Aldermen David Rotenberg and
David Crombie.

(%

On with the job

Planning Board vice-chairman
Frank Paznar spoke as if only the
Task Force were holding up the
development show at Yonge-St.
Clair. “The Planning Board should
get on with its job"'said Paznar, and
resolve difficulties in the area be-
cause the Task Force can’t. Alder-
man Fred Beavis, the mayor’s repte-
sentative on the Planning Board,
asked Plumb, “When will you ever
allow them to build? " Beavis is
eager to get the application through
this Council before the expiration
of its term.

Alderman David Crombie in-
sisted that “Part Il protection’ is
necessary before development ap-
plications are processed, and Barker
agreed with him. The Board should
face the fact that it can’t get the
developments approved during this
Council session, said Crombie.

Since the last meeting of the pre-
sent of the present Council will be
November 8,
well wait until January,

the Board might as
argued

McLaughlin wins l
Harbour post |

Mary MeLaughlin, a eampaigner
for citizen participation in water-
front planning, was cheosen by
City Council September 27 to be
a member of the Toronto Harbour
Commission. McLaughilin, Island
resident and avid sailor for many
yvears, defeated two  other,
noeminees for the unsalaried open-
ing on the five-man board.

“I’m particularly interested in
opening up routes for citizen in-
put”, MecLaughlinsaid after her
appointment. ‘“People are not
really satisfied in having things
done over their heads.”

Issues McLaughlin says are of
immediate importance include:

~the design of the Agquatic

Park at the end of the Eastern

Headland;

- provisions for adequate park-

ing for Toronto Island visitors

and residents;

— a publie justification of the

proposed dredging and widen-

ing of the Eastern Gap.

A!derman Davud Crombee

Crombie, when the Task Force will
complete its work.

The Board finally reached a deci-
sion which satisfied neither Four
Seasons nor the Task Force com-
pletely. It voted to defer action on

e
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Eisen’s application for two weeks,
so that the planning staff can eval-
uate his plan. The Board also voted
to sent the Task Force’s traffic
study to the City Committees.

ANNEX RATEPAYERS PUSH FOR
HEIGHT RESTRICTION BYLAW

The Annex Ratepayers Associa-
tion is asking all homeowners in the
area to support a by-law which
would impose a building height
limitation on residential streets.

City Council has already given
its approval to the by-law,and it
now goes to the Ontario Municipal
Board for the final approval. Pro-

perty owners in the Annex have

been informed by mail and have
been asked to make their wishes
known by registered mail to City
Clerk Gordon Batchelor by October
i

Basically, the by-law would im-
pose restrictions on height and re-
gulate exterior construction of
buildings to be erected on certain
residential streets to make them
consistent with the existing street-

scape.

The Annex Ratepayers Associa-
tion has been pressing for the by-
law since September, 1971, after a
builder tried to put up a seven-
storey apartment building on
Admiral Road. Because of a loop-
hole in the present zoning restrie-
tions, that building would have
been legal.

Admiral Road residents, led by
Paul Martel of the Annex Rate-
payers, asked the city to prevent
construction of the building and to
bring in the height restriction to
prevent similar developments. The
City Council Executive responded
by asking the builder to meet with

the Annex Ratepayers’ Association

and the meetings resulled in the
builder agreeing to change his plans
and build a three storey structure.
City Council passed the height re-
striction bylaw March 15,

NORTH JARVIS
WALKING TOUR

The North Jarvis Community
Association is inviting residents
and interested persons on a his-
toric walk to four the architect-
ural highlights in its distriet,
bounded by Bay and Sherbourne,

scheduled for Saturday, October
21 from 2 to 5. Details will be
announced later.

The tour will include visits to
Julie’s, a former Massey family
residence; the Red Lion, which
wasn’t always a Jarvis Street pub;
St. Paul’s Anglican Church; and
the homes on Monteith Street, a
beautiful lane presently obscured
by a Leblaw’s supermarket. The
Planning Board has singled out the
Monteith Street homes and St.
Paul’s as historically interesting
buildings, and recommended their
preservation.

Architectural delights are dis-
appearing fast from the North
Jarvis area. St. Andrew’s United
Church on Bloor will scon be
replaced by an office building,
and the Chureh will be installed
on the second floor.

Bloor and Carlton. The walk is'

Yorkyville landmark closes

by Keith Richardson

Minutes of a 1967 Council
meeting:

Contraller Allan Lamport: Will
yow please tell us what we can
do?

Group of hippies: Practise leay-
ing us alone!

Lamport: That's nice but soci-
ety doesn’t seem to work that
Way.

Hippies: Well,
want for Yorkville?

Lamport: I'd like Yorkville to
grow up as a shopping centre
(hoots and guffaws from hip-
pies) . . .

Lamport: (hastily) . .. and asa
place for artists to display their
work and coffee houses to oper-
ate ... It's to be desired. It gets a
lot of tourists . . . .

what do you

The Bernatt family is leaving
Yorkville, Last Friday saw the
closing of their uniquely irrever-
ent variety store, the Grab Bag, a
final victim of the changed com-
mercial character of Yorkville
Street.

The Grab Bag has lost money
over the past couple of years,
When the people who are now
“chic-boutiquing™ the  entire
block came along recently with a
new lease offer, at double the
previous rent, the Bernatts deci-
ded they couldn’t afford to stay,

Time was not so long ago, though,

when the Grab Bag was a principle
focus of the street life of York-
ville, The store was built to cater
to the sireet people, and cater it
did. Though strange to recall to-
day, many villagers of the time

were petrified at the thought of
stepping beyond the psycho-geo-
graphical boundaries of Yorkville
Village, and it was important to
them to have sympathetic estab-
lishments on their street.

Of course it profited the
Bernatts to extend that sympathy
— but not always. “Lots of times
kids would come in- without any
money, hungry,” recalls Philip
Bernatt.. “We could at least give
them a loaf of bread and a drink,
and a bench to sit on.” Three or
four of the long-hairs became re-
gular employees of the store, and
remain friends today. Bernatt says
firmly, ““They were mostly very
wonderful kids. What did 1 have,
one sort of grab-and-run robbery,
a little shop-lifting maybe — who
knows? Our worst problem was
getting our customers to let us
close the store, even at four a.m.”

The Bernatts sold Guerilla
from issue one, and lots and lois
of funny pipes and cigarette pa-
pers. “We figured the world goes
forward, why fry to chase it
back? ” If there was a drug prob-
lem, it was “nothing to do with
the Grab Bag. Oh, that smell
would sometimes drift in the
door, and’ the building across the
street was supposed to be full of
drugs. If the police asked, I'd tell
them what I knew, which wasn’t
much ”, says Philip. :

Now the family is keen on
finding a house-and-storefront in
the immediate area, “at a decent
rent”, to carry on a new Gr
Variety. “Yorkville is a beautiful
street, a beautiful shopping street
— I miss the excitement though.”
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Western hospital expansion draws fire

Neighborhood charges planned teaching facilities will do nothing for local health needs

by Kathleen McDonnell

Toronto Western Hospital is not
atfempting to deal with the health
care needs of the community in
which it is located, area residents
charged at a public meeting spon-
sored by the City Planning Board
two weeks ago. The hospital, loca-
ted in the block immediately north-
east of the intersection of Dundas
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and Bathurst Streets, has applied 1o
the City for permission to build
within the bounds of its present site
to a density which is greater than
that allowed in the City’s highest
density residential districts. The
area surrounding the hospital is a
low density residential district. The
hospital’s application to redevelop
requires a planning staff study and
an amendment to the City’s Official
Plan, a process which entails public
meetings.

Residents at the meeting seemed
unimpressed with City planner
Howard Cohen’s assertion that the
hospital appeared willing to mest
the community’s demands on the
major planning considerations, such
as the objectionable location of a
smokestack in the middle of a
residential area on Wales Avenue.
These had been the sensitive points
at an earlier meeting three months
ago. This time the residents’ chief

. concern was how the $45-millior

expansion was going to benefit the
communities surrounding Western
and why there is no provision for a
walk-in community health centre.

Trevor Moore, a member of the
hospital Board of Trustees and a

retired Director of the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce, and
Western Executive Director Boyd
McAulay acted as spokesmen for
the expansion plans. They said that
the plans call for extensive “‘mod-
ernization™ of “obsolete’ facilities,
for a reduction in the number of
patient beds from the present 8§50
to 800 and for the provision of
greatly expanded teaching and re-
search facilities, in keeping with
Western’s designation, along with
most of the downtown hospitals, as
a “‘teaching” hospital for medical
students at the University of
Toronto.

Ward Six aldermanic candidafe
Rose Smith insisted carly in the
meeting that community health
concerns were not the job of the
City planning staff, and that the

646 Adelaide St.W.
phone 368-6664
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present meeting was uscless because
of the confusion of issues. ““Are we
here tonight to talk about health
services or a rezoning application?”
she asked.

Doctor Even Monkman of the
Western Family Practice Unit was
called on by the hospital spokes-
men to refute the claims of Smith
and others that the hospital was
providing inadequate community
health care. Monkman assured the
meeting that “improvements” in
communify services would form a
large part of the “new’ Western,
and he went on to cite the Spring-
hurst community health centre in
South Parkdale, operated by West-
ern, as one of the achievements that
has “‘put us in the forefront of
community health experimenta-
tion.” He cited the high costs of
community health centres as a pro-
hibitive factor, and he said that the
large number of family doctors in
the area “‘provide good service in
this area compared to other areas of
the city.” Ward Six Board of Edu-
cation Trustee candidate Allan
Schwam accused Monkman of “not
saying in private what he says in
public.”

Other guestions regarding the
hospital’s community responsibili-
ties were raised at the meeting. On
a query from Kensington resident
Dave Pinkus, McAulay admitted
that over half of the beds in the
expanded hospital would be “teach-
ing beds” reserved for patients of
doctors affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Toronto. McAulay defended
the high proportion of teaching
beds as necessary for providing “‘ex-
emplary care.” He did not answer
ariother question from Pinkus a-
bout whether the hospital would
still consider expanding its com-
munity services if it did not get the
high density it wanted for teaching
and research facilities. McAulay
said the answer would have to come
from the provineial government.

Smith objected to the demoli-
tion of the existing nurses’ resi-
dence, which houses 200 student
nurses, to make way for the new
building. McAulay said that the
residence was no longer needed
because of a complete change in the
province’s nursing education pro-
gram, ““They (the nursing students)
will not necessarily choose to live in
this area,” he said. Smith countered
that part of the building was less
than ten years old, and that such a
sudden reduction in the area’s hous-
ing stock would disrupt the sur-
rounding neighbourhood.

S.E. SPADINA
MEETS OCT. 19

Residents of Southeast Spadina
and Grange Park are invited to
discuss the future of their neigh-
borhood at an October 19 meet-
ing ai the University Settlement
House on Grange Road. The City
Planning Staff has prepared a pre-
liminary detailed plan to guide the
area’s future development. South-
east Spadina City Planner Alan
Dean hopes that as many eitizens
as possible will turn out to discuss
decisions affecting the entire com-
munity. The meeting is only the
first stage of a continuing discus-

sion of the plan.

"Elderly And
Convalescent Care

AVAILABLE IN YOUR
OWN HOME
FULL OR PART TIME

We can send practical nurses, nurses’
aids or registered nurses fully
qualified to render professional health
care. Professionally supervised.

MEDICAL ARTS BLDG.

Comcare Ltd.

(24 HR. SERVICE)

929.3364

Political football

The Planning Staff’s recommen-
dation, that representatives from
the community and the hospital sit
on a liaison ¢committee to work out
remaining problems in the expan-
sion plans, met with almost no
favor from the residents at the

. meeting. Candidates for various of-

fices insisted that they had no
mandate to sit on such a commit-
tee, and that it was foolish to
consider forming one until after the

municipal elections in December,

Schwam said that he felt the com-
mittee would have nething to work
with anyway until the province
decides the fate of all the big
downtown hospitals.

Moore confirmed at the meeting,
that funding from the province for
the expansion was only conditional,
and Schwam claims that the hospi-
tal is hurting its own case with the
province by aggravating its alread:
bad relations with the community
Schwam also said that the Board ¢
Trustees thought they were oul:
maneuvering the community wher
in fact they were letting the hospi-
tal be used as a “political football”
by the province while it makes up
its mind about Western’s future in
the community. “They think it’s a
game, and they're one of the play-
ers, but actually they’re the ball.”

Talks between members of the
Campus Co-operative Day Care
Centre and University of Toronto
Vice-Provost Robin Ross last
week indicated that the university
administration is considering
turning over a vacant University
site for the over-two day care
centre that is now operating ille-
gally in the former Meterology
clubhouse on Devonshire Place.

This is in spite of the university
Governing Council’s decision two
weeks ago to support a single
university-run centre at Devon-
shire Place. This centre would
accommodate about 50 children,
which is considerably less than the
number being accommodated pre-
sently at two existing centres —
the Co-op and the St. Andrews
nursery, which is losing its
quarters on Bloor Street East and
must relocate Soon. The new uni-

Co-op daycare may get
on-campus facilities

versity centre would also be rais- -

ing the fees from $40 a month per
child, the current minimum at
Devonshire, fo $85.

Campus Co-operative occupied
the Devonshire Place building late
last spring in frustration over the
university’s reluctance to help
them find a site, and they have
been operating an over-two centre
for about 20 children through the
summer. They say they will not
participate in a university-run
scheme because it runs counter to
their own co-operative structure
and the principle of parent con-
trol. Also, the university centre
will not be open to community
members from outside the univer-
sity. Co-op members see this as
socially irresponsible and as tanta-
mount to being asked to “throw
out” their own community people
if they integrate with the univer-
sity centre.

Ward 5 & 6 candidates

meet at Citizens’ Forum

Seven aldermanic candidaies
from midtown’s Ward’s Five and
Six and from Ward Nine in the East
end talked at Citizens’ Forum Sep-
tember 26 abouf their reasons for
running, disclosure of their sources
of campaign funds, their positions
on major transportation issues and
their feelings about the mayoralty
election.

Candidates Colin Vaughan (Ward
Five), Dorothy Thomas (Ward
Nine), Rose Smith (Ward Six) and
Dan Heap (Ward Six) stressed simi-
lar basic reasons for becoming
candidates. Each has been very in-
volved in neighborhood and citizen
group politics during the present
term of City Council, and each
expressed a belief that the majority
of incumbent aldermen poorly
represent people who live in the
City. In this regard, Vaughan spoke
of Council’s “‘appalling behavior”,
Thomas talked about her “incred-
ible frustration” in dealing with

Council, Smith commented that
citizens are “‘thoroughly inade-
quately represented”, and Heap

said control of housing and neigh-
borhoods aré the big issues in the
election.

Alderman William Archer from
Ward Five, who will run this year in
Ward Six, said he wants to retum to
Council because he “thoroughly en-
joys politics” and the ‘“‘challenge”
of the aldermanic job. Incumbent
Aldermen Ying Hope (Ward Five)
and Reid Scott (Ward Nine) didn’t
arrive in time to answer the gues-
tion of why they were running

* again.

Campaign funds

On the subject of disclosure of
campaign funds, Vaughan, Thomas,
Smith, Hope and Scott said they
planned complete accounting of
contributions. Heap said he would
reveal the names of any donors
except those which expressly stated
they wanted to remain anonymous;

he added he didn’t anticipate there
would be any of these. Archer said
he would not disclose any sources
of funds whatsoever,

Speaking of transportation,
Vaughan and Thomas pointed out
their roles as leaders in fights
against  expressways, Vaughan
against Spadina and Thomas
against the Scarborough. Smith,
Heap and Hope said they were
opposed to expressways and were
active in the anti-Spadina fight.
Archer said he didn’t like express-
ways either and talked about his
work to make midtown more plea-
sant for pedestrians as Ward Five
alderman.

Archer is on record, however, as
being in favour of the Spadina
Expressway. Scoft said he opposed
Spadina but favors Scarborough —
which runs -through his ward —
because it is the only apparent
solution to an *‘awful transporta-
tion mess” in east Toronto.

Mayoralty support

Smith and Hope were the only -
~candidates fo indicate a preference

in the mayoralty race; both support
Alderman David Crombie, Heap,
Archer and Scott indicated they
weren’t prepared to talk about this
question yet. Thomas said she
could not endorse a mayoralty
candidate until she had some direc-
tion from her people. Vaughan said
he plans no endorsement of a
mayoralty candidate. Incumbent
Ward Six Aldermen June Marks and
Horace Brown were not present.

About 60 people were in attend- -

ance at the Forum. The meeting

was one of a series in which alder- .-

manic candidates from various
wards are asked to talk informally
and answer people’s questions. On
October 10 the Forum will look at
Wards One and Three . Meetings
are held in Committee Room One
in City Hall at 8:00.
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Six candidates vie in St. Paul’s

Incumbent Wahn eases away from Trudeau; PC condemns PM’s “one-man rule”

by P.M. Mullings

Tan Wahn, the veteran Liberal
M.P., is running for re-election in
St. Paul’s riding as much on his own
policies as those of his party leader,
Prime Minister Trudeau.

This was made clear at the rid-
ing’s first all-candidate meeting at
the University of Toronto earlier
this week, Wahn parted company
with the Trudeau administration on
the issue of foreign control of the
economy. He called for government
intervention which goes far beyond
Trudeau’s policy for simply regulat-
ing takeovers of Canadian bus-
inesses by foreigners.

Wahn’s position is not new. As
chairman of the Standing Com-
mittee on External Affairs, he has
been far ahead of his party in an
attempt to forge a independent
economic role for Canada. But il is
customary dutring election cam-
paigns for backbenchers to align
their views with party policy
unless they believe that the local
riding just won’t accept them.

During the meeting Wahn, who
has represented St. Paul’s for ten
years, was chided for his inability
to get the government to accept his
proposals on confrol of foreign
takeovers. He maintained that it
was impossible to get members of
the party's large Quebec wing to
deal with the problem now. “They
are involved with fighting separat-
ism in Quebec and say they have to
get this done before tuming to
foreign control of the economy,”
he said,

Ron Atkey, the Conservative
candidate, saw Wahn's differences
with the government as a key to the
campaign. “It’s significant that he’s
not running with his party and
particularly with Trudeau.” Atkey
regards the Prime Minister as the
most important issue in St. Paul’s.
‘He toid the meeting that, after

great expectations Canadians had

for Trudeau in 1968, they are now

and especially with his system of
“‘one-man rule.”

Atkey, a 30-year-old law profes-
sor, said he was not against Ameri-
can investment in Canada but he
wanfed it to be controlled. He
called for a postponement of con-
struction of the MacKenzie Valley
Pipeline because the oil and gas
flowing through it will be sold to
the United States without planning
for the future of Canada.

Fewer women

A non-economic note, one of
the few at the meeting, was
sounded by Kay MacPherson who is
running as an independent with the
support of Women for Political
Action. She charged that, in spite
of recent trends, fewer women are
running in this federal election than
in the last one. “And what is just as
bad is that the parties don’t pro-
niote women candidates except in
ridings they know they can’t win,”

St. Pauls Riding federal candidates: [left to

MacPherson, a former president
of the Voice of Women, said her
formula for true national economic
independence was to obtain inde-
pendence in the political, cultural
and military fields. This, she said,
would lead to economic independ-
ence.

The next issue of the Toronto
Citizen, out October 19, will carry,
.in-depth reviews of the federal
election campaigns in midtown’s
four ridings: Rosedale, Saint
Paul’s, Spadina and Trinity.

ELECTION
- ISSUE

Personal messages from the
candidates will also appear alorg
with other election news.

phoio:
Leninist] ; Mary Boyce, NDP; Elizabeth Hill,

right] Kay MacPherson, independent; Communist; Ron Atkey, PC; incumbent lan
Crawford McNair, Communist [Marxist- Wahn, Liberal.
disappointed with his performance  she said.

Lapides

Elizabeth Hill, the Communist
Party candidate, said her party
wanted genuine independence for
Canada by which the country
would be developed economically
for the people and not for mono-
polistic interests. She said Canada
needs a new constitution which
recognizes the position of the two
founding nations.

The meeting also saw the first
public appearance of Crawford
McNair who represents the Com-
munist Party (Marxist/Leninist), a
group which he said is often de-
scribed in the media as being
Maoist. He said both Trudeau and
Stanfield are incompetent to run
the government and that the NDP
cannot claim to represent the
country’s working class because it
never speaks about the overthrow
of the capitalist society. He pro-
posed that Parliament be abolished
and that a People’s Congress be
convened with representation based
on class.

His remarks about the NDP were
contradicted by Mary Boyce, the
party’s candidate. She said the NDP
represented the working class and
that the country was particularly
upset about the unemployment sit-’
uation. She said a fairer tax struc-
ture and control of foreign owner-
ship of the economy would help
cut unemployment. She opposes
the MacKenzie pipeline both for
ecological and nationalistic reasons.

Two distinct campaigns

A question on how much each
candidate had budgetted for the
campaign showed that in financial
terms two distinct campaigns are
going on,

Wahn said he intended to spend
$15,000. About 88,500 of this
would come from the national
party and the riding association.
The rest will be raised locally with
no denor being allowed to contri-
bute more than $500.

Atkey said he had already spent
$2.500 of his own money and was
not certain how much more would
be coming from the party and local
contributors.

At the other end of the scale,
Boyce has a budget of 32,500,
Hill’s is set at §1,000, and McNair’s
at about $400. MacPherson said she
had no budget, spending money as
contributions ¢ome in. So far
money was arriving at about %50
daily which would put her potential
expenditure at about $2,000.

Two other all-candidate meet-
ings are scheduled for the next two
weeks on October 12 and on Octo-
ber 18. For more details, see page
i6.

The riding’s returning office says
that about 45,000 people have been
enumerated in St. Paul’s. In the last
election Wahn won by 10,135
votes, with the Conservatives se-
cond and the NDP a poor third.

Ryan fights hard to retain Spadina

Grit-turned-Tory incumbent faces stiff challenges from Liberals, NDP

“It’s a whole new ball of wax
this time and we are working harder
than ever before,” says Peter
Cutten, assistant to Perry Ryan, the
P.C. candidate in Spadina.

“If it was Ryan rather than the
Liberal Party the people voted for
in the last election, he’ll win again
this time,” says Peter Stollery, the
Liberal candidate.

“The NDP has never been so
well organized in Spadina. It's sur-
prising how smooth things are go-
ing,” says Bob Beardsiey, the NDP
candidate.

These comments from the camps
of the three main contenders in
Spadina are all true and point out
how difficult it is at the midway
point of the campaign to predict
which way the midtown riding is
going to go.

Ryan won in 1968 with about
57 per cent of the vote. But that
was as a Liberal and when he
switched to the Conservative Party
he threw the race in Spadina wide
open.

All three parties have been doing
considerable canvassing in the rid-
ing and the responses have been
varied. The Ryan camp says that
although their candidate is asked
about his party change, there is not
much hostility toward him for mak-
ing it. -

" Cutten says the major issues in
Spadina are the economic situation,
general discontent with the govern-
ment, and an immigration policy
many voters believe is unfair be-
cause it does not give any advantage
to relatives they wish to sponsor as
landed immigrants.

Cutten puts his candidate’s strat-
egy simply: “We have a good name
in Perry Ryan and a good party in

the Conservatives. During his ten
years in parliament Ryan has
helped a lot,of local people and we
know that the Conservatives can get
a good vote in this area as was seen
in last year’s provincial election.”

Still, Cutten says that Ryan ob-
viously will lose some of the votes
that have traditionally gone Liberal
in federal elections in Spadina. He’s
still confident of a win but with a
reduced majority.

Stollery also is confident but he,
too, believes that his party will get
a slightly smaller vote. “Only if all
those votes in 1968 were for Ryan
and not the party will he win this
time,”’ he says. “If it was basically a
Liberal Party vote we’ll lose some
of it but still win.”

Unlike Ryan’s canvassers,
Stollery says he hasn’t experienced
any great discontent with the gov-
ernment. He says that the average
citizen in Spadina is working and

BE SURE TO
REGISTER

If you have mnot been
enumerated you will not be able
to vote in the federal election
unless you register on October 11,
12 or 13, For details on how you do
this contact one of the candidates
in your riding or the following
returning offices:

Rosedale — Mrs. Cara Kaplan,
27 Park Road, 921-9979.

Saint Paul’s — Mrs. V.T.
Murphy, 149 Aleorn Avenue, 924-
1704,

Spadina — Mr. T.G. Mott, 101
Grace St., 532-1173.

Trinity — F. Lofrance, 369 a
Oakwood Avenue, 787-6213.

making a living. Campaign helpers
are still volunteering and the gen-
eral reaction he's getting about the
Liberal Party is favourable,

Stollery has been campaigning in
the riding for almost a year and has
developed many contacts with
ethnic groups, particularly the
Chinese living in the Grange Park
area,

Stollery discounts the effect of a
report which appeared in the
Citizen two issues ago. It showed
that in last year’s provincial elec-
tion in the parts of the ridings that
make up Spadina, the NDP polled
32.5 per cent of the vote. *“T believe
that was probably a high mark for
them. The Liberals had a very weak
candidate and organization. That
helped the NDP and I don’t think
they are going to go any higher,” he
predicted.

Beardsley’s strategy is that Ryan
and Stollery will more or less break
even on about 60-65 per cent of the
vote and he will increase the NDP’s
1968 results by just enough to
squeeze through to victory. He fi-
gures an increase of about eight to
ten per cent of the party’s vote will
achieve that.

“We have the organization to do
it. All the polls are covered and we
have the workers. It’s a case now of
meeting the last minute challenges
the other two parties throw at us,”
Beardsley said.

He says that so far no discern-
able trend is developing on issues in
the riding. “Anti-Trudeau senti-
ment and unemployment are being
talked about but nothing else over-
whelming has developed,” he said.

Beardsley says that in the fen

years he has worked in the riding
this is the first time that, at this
stage of the campaign, it is still
impossible to get an accurate read-
ing on the issues and the way which
people are going to vote,

“Our canvass has shown there is
strong antj-Trudeau sentiment but
there is no definite indication of
which way the voters will move in
reaction to it. Right now it appears
they could go to any of the three
parties,” he said.

But Beardsley says that he is
very encouraged by one aspect of
the voters’ response. “This year
people are asking the type of ques-

tions about the NDP which shows

they are thinking pretty hard about
voting for us for the first time.
They obviously are examining the
party in a way they have never
done before,” he said.

OPEN 24 HOURS
Church and Wellesley
Coin-op Dry Cle¢ ner

1 924-6010

seal

The fourth candidate in the rid-
ing, Margaret Bizzell of the Com-
munist Party, has set up her com-
mittee rooms at 82 Harbord Street,
telephone 924-4435, Her campaign
literature stresses economic matters
and the extension of democratic
rights. Bizzell says that she has had
a good response in her early canvas-
sing,

Two all-candidate meetings are
scheduled for October 12, one at
Saint Joseph’s College at 7 p.m.,
the other at 35 Charles Street West,
at 9:30 p.m. For more details see
page 16.

Dear Citizen Reader—

As you can imagine expanding an
independent distribution system for
our paper is nof an easy task. Please
let us know of any stores convenient to
your neighbourhood which you would
like to see stocking the Citizen. Any
friendly store-owners out there we’ve
missed are also cordially invited to
call us at 532-4456.

TEL. 923-1572

LEO'S SHOE REPAIR
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FOR UPRIGHTS AND SPINETS

OUR SPECIALTY IS COMPLETE
REBUILDING AT REASONABLE
PRICES — FREE ESTIMATES

NO PIANO IS TOO OLD

We pride ourseives on a complete selection of gentlemen’s
furnishings, tasteful finery that complements the subdued
elegance of the New Classics. The total refined look is ad-
mirably served by our subtly patterned dress shirts.

The Clothiers of Men

102 BLOOR ST. W. 964.-7234
11 TEMPERENCE ST. 361-1717

Since fashion is a matter of individual taste, we offer the man
of discernment innumerable options in clothing tailor made to
suit his own, special requirements . . . in fweeds, flannels,
checks, pinstripes, plaids, etc . . . reflecting Fall ‘72 in in-
dividual elegance.

Ci t\, Hall

by Jon Laulheld

 The Rotenberg Myth

Alderman David Rotenberg, so the story goes, IS
an “‘exceptional administrator”, a “rational man”
who has done his job as City budget chief for the Iast
three years with “efficient and skilful abilities”. Who
says so? Well, the daily newspapers say so, and
various people around City Hall say so, and many
people clearly think so. And so Rotenberg began his
campaign for the mayoralty last month with an image
— a man who is at home in complex, modern
bureaucracy and whose mastery of fact and flair for
doing business with people in and out of government
qualifies him ideally to be mayer of Toronto.

Some incidents at Council’s meeting September 27
blur this image of cool objectivity and thorough,
detailed knowledge:

— Council has a policy of selling land to developers
for the developers’ average cost of assembling the
other properties in building sites. Rotenberg explained
to Council why the Executive Committee recommen-
ded selling a piece of land to the Royal Bank for
8131 a square foot rather than the $157 average
calculated by the City Real Estate Commissiones. The
figures on which the $157 average was based, he said,
did not include only property costs but also involved
the cost of buying out “special business values” at
four of 12 assembled properties.

A ‘letter from the realty agency A.E, LePage,
which has helped the developer assemble the site, was
subsequently revealed in which a LePage official
explained the price of the most expensive property,
one of the four which Rotenberg wanted discounted
from the averaging calculations. “In the case of 192
Bay Street’, the letter said, “this was strictly a case
of a knowledgeable owner in the real estate business
who was aware of the full implications of the
assembly’’; there was no mention of “special business
values’’,

—In response to a question about the lowest
prices paid by the developer for land in the same
assembly, Rotenberg referred to the beginning of the
assembly in 1968. Documents in a Real Estate
Department file said that assembly did not begin until
March, 1970.

— Throughout the debate Rotenberg never uck-
nowledged that $157 a square foot was not simply
the rate calculated by the Real Estate Commissioner
but was, as a “‘confidential” Real Estate Department
document stated, the “minimum acceptable” rate
recommiended by the Commissioner. The total differ-
ence to the City between the Commissioner’s figure
and the Executive’s figure was $400,000,

- Defending his position on the land deal, Roten-
berg said that the aldermen who were making &
tuss about the price were simply trying to stop the
development. Yet, Karl Jaffary, one of the two
aldermen who had been most hotly pursuing the
issue, had stated earlier, “"This development seems to
me to be all right, and I was prepared to support it
until my colleague raised these questions (about the
assembly cost).”

— Among the expressions used by Rotenberg to
refer to aldermen who raised questions about the land
deal were “‘those who will smear by any way
possible”,  “megalomaniac”,  “power-hungry”,
“people who should be on a couch rather than
standing up” and “disgraceful to Council and them-
selves”,

— Council’'s Works Commitiee recommended that
Council permit overnight parking in a downtown area
of the City where people have been up in arms about
constant early hours tagging of parked cars. The
aldermen for much of the area in question are
Rotenberg’s habitual Council enemies, Jaffary and
John Sewell. Rotenberg rose to call the recommenda-
tion “discriminatory” and said, if the night parking
ban was to be lifted, it should be lifted all over the
City. He demurred when it was pointed out to him
that the situation in question was a particularly
aggravated one of which the Works Committee had
been made aware and had studied; that people in
several parts of the City do not want the ban lifted;
and that if he had a particular loeation for removing
the ban in mind, he simply had to refer the matter to
Works for processing.

— When Council was discussing appointments to
the Harbour Cemmission, Sewell said that one reason
he supported nominee Mary McLaughlin was that a
group which calls itself Citizens for a Better Water-
front endorsed her. Rotenberg told Council there was
also citizen support for other nominees and that
people only seem to qualify as citizens “if they have
the support of one group’ at Council. He did not
indicate what other nominees had citizen support; in
fact, the only nominee who had the endorsement of
any citizen group was McLaughlin.

This is only a series of small incidents. There are
other small incidents from time fo time. Rotenberg
consistently refuses to acknowledge that most of the
critics of Metro and Eaton Centres want redevelop-
ment on the sites, buf better redevelopment than the
City has bargained for. He calls them “obsiruction-
ists” who just want fo stop the whole thing. When
asked recently by the Cirizen to identify a developer
in a land transaction with the City which Rotenberg
had arranged, Rotenberg said he couldn’t recall who
it was. The Citizen learned it was Cadillac Develop-

Alderman
David Rotenberg

ments, which is not a very difficuli name to remem-
ber.

One by one the little things add up, and they
suggest that Rotenberg is a man of weaknesses as well
as strengths — that he is no less prone than the next
man to manipulate facts or sling mud to suit his
purposes. His day-to-day behavior does not suggest he
is always an exceptionally rational man, or a man
with an unerring grasp of facts, or a man whose
dealings with people are always cooly detached.

“ILdon’t work for the Royal Bank! ™

The land deal with the Royal Bank was debated
twice. During the first debate, when Rofenberg
explained the difference between the Real Estale
Department’s calculations and the Executive’s recom-
mendation, Council had two documents before it
relating to the transaction:

—a memo from the City Surveyor to the Execu-
tive stating the Real Estate Department figure and
that the Royal Bank wanted to speak with the
Executive Committee about lowering the cost;

— a letter from the Royal Bank to the Executive
Committee saying that $131 would be the appropri-
ate price because of “certain unusual conditions’
which were not explained.

Sewell wanted to know more about the situation,
and Executive Alderman Paul Picket{ told him that
was no problem, the file was right there in the
Chamber on the Real Estate Commissioner’s desk,

and Sewell could ses it, or could have seen it, any

time he wanted. At that point Council voted infor-
mally to approve the deal and went on to other
business.

Sewell went, got the file and read it, and when the
matter came up for a formal vote, he rose to read the
letter from A.E. LePage which called into question
Rotenberg’s explanation of the $400,000 price dif-
ference. Mayor William Dennison told Sewell the file
was confidential Real Estate Department business
which was none of Sewelil’s business. It appeared
Pickett had been wrong about what a common
non-Executive alderman can and cannot see. It was
Jaffary’s refusal to return one document from the file
to the Real Estate Commissioner before Jaffary had
photo-copied it which led to his expulsion from
Council meeting.

Alderman David Crombie told Pickett that Pickett
didn’t even seem to understand what the situation
was — that in many cases aldermen cannot get
information, that they must rely on the Executive to
give them information. Later Crombie spoke again to
say that the Executive’s handling of the deal had been
“completely inept” and that it was tmpossible for
Council to do its own job and keep track of the
Executive without more information. “But all we
get,” said Crombie holding up the apenda which
included the Surveyor’s memo and the Royal Bank
letter, “is this. We’re entitled to more than this. It’s
one of the problems around here.”

Pickett rose and asked Crombie why the letter
from the Royal Bank was inadequate as an explana-
tion of why the Executive had lowered the price.
“Alderman Pickett, I don't work for the Royal
Bank!™ replied Crombie. “I work for the City, and
thisisn’t enough. I want something from the Executive
that explains this.” Pickett shook his head as though
he didn’t understand what Crombie was talking about
and sat down.
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HEAP: The fight is for control

Ward Six aldermanic candidate Dan Heap talks about his ideas and career

Dan Heap has been active in midtown
polities since he moved to the Kensington
Market neighborhood in Ward Six four and
a half vears ago. In 1968 he was NDP
nominee for MP in Spadina, and he in-
creased party strength in the riding while;
across much of the rest of Metro, the NDP
lost ground fo the Liberals and Trudeau. In
1971 he ran for MPP in St. Andrew-St
Patrick and delivered second place to the
NDP in g closely contested race with PC
Cabinet Minister Allan Grossman. In July
Heap announced his candidacy for alder-
man in Six in this year's City election to be
held December 4. :

Last week The Citizen talked with

Heap. We asked him why he is running and

what he feels are the big issues in the City
now; and we asked him to tell us a bit
about himself and what his involvement
with local politics has been.

... I've become interested during the
last four years in the movement of resi-
dents fo proteci houses against big develop-
ments. As 1 see it there are two issues
connected here — the need for low cost
housing, because most developers replace
low eost housing with high cost housing;
secondly, the question of control, people
who’d like to have control of the place
they live whether they are owners or
tenants. As the City is converted from
single family houses to multiple dwellings,
most of the people tend to be losing
control. The process is accelerating - . .

I wasn’t decided whether I was going to
run (until July) because the main thrust of
the movement has come from the people
of middle income whose view of the issue
is very limited — it’s mostly a matter of
protecting, say, the Annex, and the move-
ment has not been so apparently successful
in protecting, say, Grange Park. My feeling
is if Grange Park goes, the Annex won’t
stay long, and the Annex people had better
understand that — I'm taking these as
typical; we could find equivalent examples
all over Toronto ...

What is happening is a tremendous
concentration of economic power within
the real estate business. 1 understand there
are practically no more small builders. The
big share of the building is done by very
big builders who relate to very big land
assemblers who relate to very big investors,
and who so far have had the primary
benefit from things like CMHC which are
supposed to benefit low income people.
Even our tax-supported loan arrangements
have worked mainly to benefit the people
who already have the money. This is

Dan Heap

analogous to the situation in the primary
extractive industries where government tax
benefits — tax holidays and so on, loop-
holes — have gone primarily to big pro-
ducers and have not gone to people who
worked in these industries . . .

The immediate battle within the City is
to protect low cost resident-controlled
housing and to extend that. Kensington has
not been appreciably bulldozed, although
it has been slated for bulldozing in the
past. There’s lots of low cosi housing - 1
mean relatively low; nothing’s cheap - in
Kensington. We’re not townhoused in Ken-
sington. So the movement has been suc-
cessful in some degree in slowing down
destruction of low cost housing. It has not
been completely successful, and it will not
be completely successful — in fact, I think
it’s going to get rolled back — if it only
operates within ifs preseni terms. Its pre-
sent terms tend to be an extreme reliance
on strictly loeal perspectives — each neigh-
borhood for itself — with a certain amount
of last minute mutual aid when it comes to
sending delegations and letters and pres-
sures to City or provincial bodies . . .

_But there has not been a move to

identify the big investors and land assem-
blers and developers as the enemy. John
Sewell has moved in that direction, but the
residents movement in general has shied off
that - - -

It’s the structure I'm talking about, and
it’s the structure that the resident groups
generally have not yet been willing to
identify as the enemy. The structure is the
enemy because the structure — symbol-
ically — is what destroys old housing to

replace it with a new sort of plastic city
which will be too expensive for most
people to live in -- and is not even
necessarily desirable to live in but will
become compulsory by the decision of
either very few individuals in key places, or
by just the impersonal operation of strue-
ture itself with everyone saying, Well, it
wasn’t me . . .

So what do you do? First, simply help
short range battles to prevent what is
presently low cost housing from being
bulldozed. That’s a short-range battle that
will not be won in the long range in its own
terms. Secondly, I want to identify who is
doing it — and make that identification
public and understood. Third, we have to
show the connection beiween what the
investors are doing to housing in Toronto
and what they are doing to the economy of
Ontario as a whole — and that the over-
development we have in Toronto matches
the underdevelopment in northern and
eastern Ontario . . .

There’s got to be this larger perspective,
this other dimension. There is no other
long run answer (to the housing problem)
so long as we accept the present financial
government of housing in Toronto. . .

THE ONLY WAY

I was born in Winnipeg, and finished
high school in Toronto. I finished Arts at
Queens University with a year out in the
army at the end of the war. Then I did
theology at Chicago and MeGill. I was in
charge of a parish (Anglican) for three
years up north of Ottawa. Then I ecame in
1954 to work in a factory in Toronto, and
I’ve been doing that since. We make corru-
gated paper boxes for Continental Can. I
had found that the Church had not caught
up with the existence of the industrial
working class. I worked in a factory several
summers as a student and found I wanted
to learn a great deal more about what
happens in and around industry, and the
only way fo learn it is by working in it . . .

A BROADER MOVEMENT. ..
My active resident association work
began with Kensington. I eame here when
resident association and urban renewal
activity was just past its peak, and I
participated in it at the end. 1 was more

- substantially involved in the matter of

Kensington school — stopping them from
bulldozing 13 houses on Oxford and
Lippincott Streets — within the resident
association executive as acting chairman.
We established the principle that there
should be some active liason between the

School Board and residents around a
school. 1 was quite active in the campaign
to stop the Spadina Expressway both
within the NDP and outside in terms of a
door-to-door canvas that we organized in a
good part of Ward Six with a petition
against the expressway. I helped organize
the Ward Six citizen forum. We cam-
paigned against the expressway and also
opened up the question of the Hydro
Block. I chaired the first public meetings
that raised the question of the Hydro
Block. I've been actively involved in the
Grange, and I’ve been down to City Hall
with them. I've been closely in touch with
the people in Sussex, though I haven’t put
in a lot of time on Sussex affairs. I've been
slightly involved with the Niagara district
recently. I was involved in CORRA fo
some extent, though for lack of time I had
to reduce my involvement there. I've been
very much involved in the argument with
Western Hospital over its expansion. I
leafleted the area and personally argued the
point. . -

Now the gquery people raise as to wheth-
er I'm really that much related to City
politics is pertinent to what I said before. I
make no apology for having been involved
with a good deal of my time — and until
four years ago nearly all my time — in
federal or provincial issues. I don’t think
you can set City problems, let alone
neighborhood problems, in isolation, and
this takes me back to what 1 was saying at
the beginning — that the residents’ move-
ment is right in as much as it staris by
appealing fo an immediate situation on
somebody’s street, but so far it has been
weak in that the general thinking is that
you can settle the thing in isolation by just
wheedling or threatening one -or more
aldermen. . .

I delayed from November to the end of
July in declaring because I wasn't originally
satisfied about this. There were people
early in November in and out of the ward
who were asking me to run, and [ put off
making a decision beecause I wasn’t pre-

pared to get into what — well, to put it one |

way — would be essentially a losing battle,
that is, a residenis’ movement narrowly
conceived, I only decided to get in because
I believe it is possible to link that with a
much broader movement, pofentially a
much more powerful movement, which is
for the democratic government of the
economy of Ontario- - -

(In issues until the City election the
Citizen will talk with other non-incumbent
candidates for aldermen in midtown Wards
Five and Six.)
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Metro Centre: the people got squeezed

Real estate is expensive and hard to come by — unless you’re a big developer

{continued from page 1)
would be somewhere around $100
million.

What was the deal between the
Harbour Commissioners and Metro
Centre? For deletion of the two
clauses it wanted out, Metro Centre
paid $1.5 million, and agreed to
pay an annual rent, starting in 1994
of $7,693.68.

It is uiterly staggering. If the
Harbour Commissioners had agreed
to give Metro Centre everything it
wanted, but stuck to demanding an
economic rent of 10 per cent of the
value of the land, it could have
taken in $10 million a year, in
perpetuity, But it gave away that
right for $1.5 million, and an annu-
al rent of not quite $8,000 starting
in 1994. It is such a collosal bad
deal that it seems almost unbeliev-
able for a public body such as the
Harbour Commissioners to act that
way. It is true, and the pity is that
it was done irrevocably, in 1968.

The City

With that under its belt, Metro
Centre approached the City about
its 13 acres. The seven acres occu-
pied by Union Station were the key
to the whole development, since
that section of land provided for
the links with the present down-
town: Mayor Dennison, Alderman
David Rotenberg and Commissioner
Graham Emslie went away to Mon-

ireal, to bargain with the presidents
of both railways, and came back
with a .deal. No money would
change hands, but the City would
get various bits and pieces of rail-
way holdings spread throughout the
City, a trade which those three felt
was very beneficial to the City.

The land exchange was quite
complicated, but Emslie finally a-
greed to put prices on the bits and
pieces being traded back and forth.
If we look at one of the pieces of
land involved — the Union Station

site — we get a good idea of what it

is all about.

Unencumbered, without a lease,
Emslie says the seven acre Union
Station site is worth $50 million.
Other evaluations place it at $46
million, so the range of difference is
small, With the lease in perpetuity
on the land, Emslie claims the value
is much less — $9.5 million is his
figure.

But clearly Emslie’s second fig-
ure doesn’t hold up. There is a
1946 court case dealing with this
exact piece of land, in which the
judge stated that the City should
get rent on the basis of the highest
and best use of the land. (see Rex v.
City of Toronto and the Toronio
Terminal Railways, 1946 Ex. Ci
424 ) That clearly implies that the
City should be getting the normal
economic return of about 10 per

cent on value, or §5 million a year,
In other words, if the City did
nothing more than waive the pro-
viso “for railway purposes only”, it
could pick up $5 million a year in
perpetuity. But instead of doing
that, it agreed to transfer the lands
to Metro Centre Developments
Limited, placing a value of $9.5
million on them. It agreed to sell
the right to receive $5 million a
year in perpetuity for $9.5 million.

There were other lands involved
in that trade, and, if you take them
into account, by my reckoning the
City — rather than the taxpayers of
Toronto — came out $70 million
short. On the Union Station site
alone it was a $40 million loss.
Again, as in the case of the Harbour
Commission, the sums involved are
so large that one wants to say, “lt
can’t be true.”

It is true, but it is not quite a
reality. The deal with the City has
not been consummated. Metro Cen-
tre wants to make sure that the
Ontario Municipal Board gives final
approval to what it wants to devel-
op before it becomes a reality. At
the moment it is nothing but a
tentative agreement.

The Province
What remains is the 55 acres of
provincially owned land. For more
than a year, Metro Centre Develop-

ments Limited tried to pretend that
it really owned that land, but a
statement by a provincial civil ser-
vant in the spring of this year
finally called their bluff. They
think that the province won't be
sticky about working out some-
thing satisfactory. If their past ex-
perience is anything to go by, they
have nothing to fear.

What does a person do, knowing
these staggering sums are being a-
warded by public bodies to the
railways so they can get on with
their development? About the ar-
rangement with the Toronto Har-
bour Commissioners, nothing can
be done, although it would seem
fair to call for the resignation of
every Commissioner who supported
the 1968 transaction.

With the City, the case appears
on the surface to be easier to deal

.with. The descent of the citizenry

on City Hall to complain about
these massive subsidies to Metro
Centre is clearly in order. Roten-
berg et al. will be attempting to
finalize the deal in the next six
weeks, before Council adjourns for
the municipal election on Decem-
ber 4, and if pressure is ever
brought to bear, it will have to
be brought in the very near future.

As for the Provincial Govern-
ment, 1 presume that appeals to it

A

are in order, requesting it not to act
rashly. The Government has yet to
show its hand, although the sums
involved for it are clearly not as
large a slice of the pie as $70
million is for the City of Toronto.
Read through the figures again.
The Harbour Commissioners in
their deal gave away close to $100
million. City Council has agreed fo
give -away $70 million. It is surely
the greatest coup perpetrated on
the public in the last few years.
{ _____ e e e e
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Leasing Downtown Properties
Is Qur Only Business
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RETAIL, INDUSTRIAL
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LIMITED
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open in the afterncons
please come visit

presents

The Antique Lady

RONALD HOWARD URMAN

perhaps the most unusual shop in the city

553 Mount Pleasant
beside the Crest Theatre

® 36 years old

® Born in the
City of Toronto

@ John Wanless
School: U.T.S.

@ Trained as Special

on Public Affairs

Bloor and Yonge

Aid Program Teacher
at Sidi-bel-Abbes, Algeria.

® Director, Canadian Institute

@ Former Managing-Director,
Frank Stollery’s Store Lid.

® Broadcaster, Journalist

Stollery Campaign

On October 30th . . .
Yote Peter Stollery Liberal-Spadina...

i
P
b

Headquarters
479 Dundas St. (at Spadina) 868-1450

2

11 a.m. 10 5

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

NINE STORES TO SERVE YOU
BLOOR AT SPADINA

Open 18 hours for your convenience

-HIlHIIHIIllllllllilllllllIlllIHHIIlHIIIHIII

FREE CASH

GOOD SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY

925-2411

*1.00 oFF o Pick UP

50° oFF ON DELIVERY
With This Coupon on

w PILLA

Worth *3.00 or More

SO sao850000
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It is very difficult to get information
from the Metropolitan Toronto Police De-
partment, If you try to try to call the Police
for a bit of information, you may find
yourself on the phone for most of the
afternoon, switched from extension to ex-
tension. A Citizen reporter looking for a
breakdown of the City's traffic fatalities
ended up, after the better part of a day on
the phone, being sent to the offices of two
different inspectors in different parts of the
city just to get permission to get the
material, and finally had to wait three days
for the information to arrive in the mail,

If you try to talk to the Police when they
want to tear down old homes in your
neighbourhood for a new station, or to build
a communications tower in a park, youw'll
probably run into a brick wall of silence.
The Police Department, like most bureauc-
racies, distributes knowledge and responsibil-
ity in a way that can only confuse civilians,
but breakdowns in the police communica-
tions network seem more numerous than
connections. The Police need much more
than 4 new tower in Winston Churchill Park
in order to talk to each other and to the
public,

During this past summer, Southeast Spa-
dina residents began hearing — by acecident,
not from the police — that the Department
was planning to build a new station on
Beverley Street between D’Arcy and Dun-
das. A few residents stumbled on the infor-
mation when they were doing title searches;
they later noticed a tiny expropriation no-
tice in the paper. Because the Department
was not applying for a change in the zoning
by-law, near-by residents were not informed
of the impending construction,

The planned Beverley Street headguarters
is & replacement for the Department’s Divi-
sion 52 College Street station, an obsolete
building which looks something like a med-
ieval fortress. The 52 Division undoubtedly
needs a new home, but the Police have
decided to aecquire land for it by tearing
down eight houses in a low-income residen-
tial neighborhood, although the Division’s
area includes several vacant industrial sites
and hundreds of acres of other cleared land.
The Division runs from the CPR tracks on
the north to the Islands and from Spadina
to Jaryis.

Not a word

The Department hasn’t said a word to the
City Planning Board about its intentions,
although City Council has recommended no
major changes in Southeast Spadina, pending
the completion of a detailed (Part II) plan
for the arca. The planning staff’s tentiative
Part Il report urges the Police to consult the
community about its plans, and recommends
the location of the new headquarters within
existing neighborhood structures.

Since they realized what was happening
in the neighborhood, residents have been
attempting to negotiate with the police, but
have not yet found anyone who's willing or
able to negotiate. It is just aboul impossible
to guestion the Department about the sta-
tion, because there are no formal channels
for discussion of such matters. When the
Police need a new station, the expenditure is
imcluded in the Department’s capital works
program, which must be approved by Metro
Council. The Metro Property Depariment
then acquires the land, and generally sug-
gests several sites to the Police before the
purchase is completed. Metro Property inves-
tigated eight possible locations within the 52
Division area and the Police chose the
Beverley Sireet site. Metro Property told
local residents about only one other of the
suggested locations — a remote Lakeshore
site.

Metro Council can expropriate land for
the Police, but in most cases the Property
Department tries to settle amicably with the
owners. “So far we've generally been success-
ful in approaching owners,” says Bernard
Hemblen, Property Department Commis-
sioner. The Department has becn able to
purchase most of the land for the Beverley
Street station, but it may have to expropri-
ate one hold-out on D’Arcy Street.

Metro Property does not confer with
borough Planning Boards about its pur-
chases, nor does the Police Department. “My
job is to buy real estate,” says Hemblen. “If
someone else thinks its their duty or respon-
sibility to consult the Planning Boards, then
they can do it.”

Southeast Spadina is slated for institu-
tional uses, so the station conforms to local
zoning by-laws. Many residents, however,
hope that the Part II study will lead to a
downzoning of the area, a4 measure récom-
mended in the planner’s tenfative proposals.
Butf even in a neighborhood zoned for
residential use, the Police Department could
build without applying for a change in the
by-laws. Within the City of Toronto, build-
ings intended for public use don’t have to

in the Southeast Spadii
Police Department wan
there are dozens of acres

Assu.

The Police Departme
and a new station in
criticism from local r
Police, what do you d

concerned, is like a 1!
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by Virginia Smit
conform with ordinary zoning requi
Each borough has its own law abo:
buildings. In Secarborough, for inst
Police Department would have to
rezoning application to Council if
ded to build in a residential area
plans would be subject to public sen

In early August, the Grange P
dents’ Association tried bringing th
issue out into the open by calling a ¢
ity meeting, to which they invite
Department representatives. But tl
told the Association to ask the
Department, which is responsible
construction. The Property Departn
the Association to speak to ths
because Metro Property secures the |
the Police make the decisions. Rej
tives of neither department showed |
meeting.
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Nno person or peg on which to hang
bility for the station, so it had tos
indirect approaches to the Dep
Ward Five Alderman William Arch
will be rithning in Southeast Spadiz
Six in December, helped to arran:
dents’ appearance before the City ¢
Executive, although, as Alderma
Rotenberg correctly pointed out, th
isn’t the City’s responsibility either.

The Executive asked the Police
ment to appear for a discussion of {
When the Grange Park Association
Chinese Canadian Association, eac
senting part of the neighborhood, p
their arguments to the Executive
Inspector Jack Marks replied that
partment would discuss the matter
City, but not with the communit
pressed by the Executive, he gave in
that perhaps there could be some dj
with residents

Heard nothing

The Executive closed the ma
reguesting the Board of Police Comm
to meet with Southeast Spadina ;
and concerned aldermen. Since the
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It is very diffienlt to get information
from the Metropolitan Toronto Police De-
partment. If you try to try to call the Police
for a bit of information, you may find
yourself on the phone for most of the
afternoon, switched from extension to ex-
tension. A Cifizen reporter looking for a
breakdown of the City's traffic fatalities
ended up, affer the better part of a day on
the phone, being sent to the offices of two
different inspectors in different parts of the
city just to get permission to get the
material, and finally had to wait three days
for the information to arrive in the mail.

If you try to talk to the Polict when they
want to fear down old homes in your
neighbourhood for a new station, or to build
a communications tower in a park, you'll
probably run into a brick wall of silence.
The Police Department, like most bureauc-
racies, distributes knowledge and responsibil-
ity in a way that can only confuse civilians,
but breakdowns in the police communica-
tions network seem more numerous than
connections. The Police need much more
than a new tower in Winston Churchill Park
in order to talk to each other and to the
public.

During this past summer, Southeast Spa-
dina residents began hearing — by accident,
not from the police — that the Department
was planning to build a new station on
Beverley Street between D'Arcy and Dun-
das. A few residents stumbled on the infor-
mation when they were doing title searches;
they later noficed a tiny expropriation no-
tice in the paper. Because the Department
was not applying for a change in the zoning
by-law, near-by residents were not informed
of the impending construction.

The planned Beverley Street headquarters
is a replacement for the Department’s Divi-
sion 52 College Street station, an obsolete
building which looks something like a med-
ieval fortress. The 52 Division undotibtedly
needs a new home, but the Police have
decided to acquire land for it by fearing
down eight houses in a low-income residen-
tial neighborhood, although the Division's
area includes several vacant industrial sites
and hundreds of acres of other cleared land.
The Division runs from the CPR tracks on
the north to the Islands and from Spadina
to Jarvis.

Not a word

The Department hasn’t said 4 word to the
City Planning Board about its intentions,
although City Council has recommended no
major changes in Southeast Spadina, pending
the completion of a detailed (Part II) plan
for the area. The planning staff’s tentative
Part 11 report urges the Police to consult the
community about its plans, and recommends
the location of the new headquarters within
existing neighborhood structures.

Since they realized what was happening
in the neighborhood, residents have been
attempting to negotiale with the police, but
have not vet found anyone who’s willing or
able to negotiate. It is just about impossible
to question the Department about the sta-
tion, because there are no formal channels
for discussion of such matters. When the
Police need a new station, the expenditure is
included in the Department’s capital works
program, which must be approved by Metro
Council. The Metro Property Department
then acquires the land, and generally sug-
gests several sites to the Police before the
purchase is completed. Metro Property inves-
tigated eight possible locations within the 52
Division area and the Police chose the
Beverley Street site. Metro Property told
local residents about only one other of the
suggested locations — a remote Lakeshore
site.

Metro Council can expropriate land for
the Police. but in most cases the Property
Department tries to settle amicably with the
owners. “So far we've generally been success-
ful in approaching owners,” says Bernard
Hemblen, Property Department Commis-
sioner, The Department has been able to
purchase most of the land for the Beverley
Street station, but it may have to expropri-
ate one hold-out on D’Arcy Street.

Metro Property does not confer with
borough Planning Boards about its pur-
chases, nor does the Police Department. “My
job is to buy real estate,” says Hemblen. “If
someone else thinks its their duty or respon-
sibility to consult the Planning Boards, then
they can do it.”

Southeast Spadina is slated for institu-
tional uses, so the station conforms to local
zoning by-laws. Many residents, however,
hope that the Part II study will lead to a
downzoning of the area, a measure recom-
mended in the planner’s tentative proposals.
But even in a neighborhood zoned for
residential use, the Police Department could
build without applying for a change in the
by-laws. Within the City of Toronto, build-
ings intended for public use don’t have to

In the Southeast Spadina-Grange area, where the
Police Department wants to build its new station,
there are dozens of acres of cleared land lying unused.

Assualt on a
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But the Police decided to buy and raze the houses
above, on the east side of Beverley Street between
Dundas and Darcy Streets, for their building.

marshmalloa

The Police Department’s plans for a communications tower in a Ward Five park

and a new station in a Ward Six residential district have brought energetic

criticism from local residents. But when you want to get through to the Metro

Police, what do you do? The Department’s structure, so far as the public is

concerned, is like a 100-ton marshmallow.
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by Virginia Smith
conform with ordinary zoning requirements.
Each borough has its own law about public
buildings. In Scarborough, for instance, the
Police Department would have to submit a
rezoning application to Council if it inten-
ded to build in a residential area, and its
plans would be subject to public scrutiny,
 In early August, the Grange Park Resi-
dents’ Association tried bringing the station
issue out into the open by calling a commun-
ity meeting, to which they invited Police
Department representatives. But the Police
told the Association to ask the Property
Department, which is responsible for the
construction, The Property Department told
the Association to speak to the Police,
because Metro Property secures the land, but
the Police make the decisions. Representa-
tives of neither department showed up at the
meeting,

The Residents’ Association wa = “¢ with
no person or peg on which to hang responsi-
bility for the station, so it had to search for
indirect approaches to the Department.
Ward Five Alderman William Archer, who
will be rihning in Southeast Spadina's Ward
Six in December, helped to arrange a resi-
dents’ appearance before the City Council’s
Executive, although, as Alderman David
Rotenberg correctly pointed out, the station
isn’t the City’s responsibility either.

The Executive asked the Police Depart-
ment to appear for a discussion of the issue.
When the Grange Park Association and the
Chinese Canadian Association, each repre-
senting part of the neighborhood, presented
their arguments to the Executive, Police
Inspector Jack Marks replied that the De-
partment would discuss the matter with the
City, but not with the community. When
pressed by the Executive, he gave in and said
that perhaps there could be some discussion
with residents

Heard noth'mg

The Executive closed the matter by
requesting the Board of Police Commissioners
to meet with Southeast Spadina residents
and concerned aldermen. Since the Execu-
tive’s September 5 request, local residents
have heard nothing from the Police Commis-
sion.

Ward Six Alderman June Marks took
another approach to the problem and ar-

ranged a community meeting with acting
Metro Chairman Robert White, who sits on
the Police Commission. Marks supports the
station, but she says that she sees nothing
wrong with public discussion of the matter.
Nothing substantial came out of the meet-
ing, except a suggestion from Marks that
Grange Park contact City Ward Three Alder-
man Hugh Bruce, who aiso sits on the Police
Commission. When Bruce was called, he said
that a meeting had been arranged — meaning
the appearance before the City Executive.
Since then, local residents have heard noth-
ing from Bruce.

It is difficull even to determine what the

Police Commission may be saying or doing

about the station. A Police Department
official told the Citizen that the Commis-
sion’s decision about the Executive’s request
would be available from the City Clerk. The
City Clerk’s office had no record of the
Commission’s decision and suggested a call
to the Police Commission.

Archer wrote to Judge Charles O. Bick,
Chairman of the Board of Police Commis-
sioners, on July 31, asking for information
on the station and urging the Commission to
confer with the City. When he received no
answer, Archer wrote again on September 7,
reminding Bick of the City Executive’s
request. He still has received no answer.

When the Citizen started searching for the
Police station builders, it was referred to
Inspector Marks in Planning and Research,
who had appeared at the City Executive.
Marks was extremely reluctant to arrange'an
interview, but grudgingly agreed when
pressed. Marks’ constant theme was that he
had neither the responsibility nor the
knowledge to discuss.the Beverley Street
station. “I'm in no position to discuss No.
52.” Marks told the Cirizen to talk to Metro
Property about the acquisition of the land
and fo the Police Commission about the
community’s request for a meeting. “I don’t
know why community residents haven’t
pursued the recommendation to meet with
the Commissioners,” Marks added. He also
said that he “didn’t know a thing” about the
tower the Department is planning to build in
Winston Churchill Park.

When the Cirizen pointed out that it’s
impossible to reach the Commissioners,

Marks said he “wasn’t disputing that®
suddenly asked if I had made an *
attempt” to reach them. When I tried
Bick on the phone, I was told first ¢
was on another line, then that it wouls
possible to speak to him. The voice
phone couldn’t tell me a thing abe
Beverley Street station or the Churchi
tower. Two messages were left for
Metro Chairman White, but the call
never returned. When I contacted Bn
said that the Commission had indicats
it would be happy to meet with th
Executive — a duplicate, in other wo
the meeting already attended by Ins
Marks,

One way to meet the Police Comm
of course, is to attend a meeting
Board. The meetings, which are heléd
second Thursday on the sixth floor
Jarvis Street Police headquarters, are
to the public but open to the press. |
asked Marks about sitting in on a m
he said at first that he couldn’t answ
question, but when [ started writing
his reply, he suggested that | contact 2
department, which indicated that I we
welcome.

The Board of Police Commission
composed of the Metro Chairman; a
Council member appointed by the Cc
Hugh Bruce; and magistrates appoint
the province, Judge Garth Moore and
Charles 0. Bick, the Board Cha
Winfield McKay, identified by the Co
sion office as a “‘citizen” appointed §
province, also sits on the Board. Bick
optometrist who was designated a ju
that he could join the Board. The Ceo
sioners do not serve for any set term.

The day I attended a meeting, the
missioners presented several commend
and merit medals, then rushed throu
rest of their business so they could
Team Canada’s final game with the U.
On the agenda was a letter from I
Barker, the city’s Chief Planner, urgs
Commission to consider the preliminar
II proposals for Southeast Spadina,
call for: preservation of the area’s he
stock, for limits to the traffic fla
Beverley Street, and for community p
pation in decisions affecting the neis
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ranged a community meeting with acting
Metro Chairman Robert White, who sits on
the Police Commission. Marks supports the
station, but she says that she sees nothing
wrong with public discussion of the matter.
Nothing substantial came out of the meet-
ing, except a suggestion from Marks that
Grange Park contact City Ward Three Alder-
man Hugh Bruce., who also sits on the Police
Commission. When Bruce was called, he said
that 4 meeting had been arranged — meaning
the appearance before the City Executive.
Since then, local residents have heard noth-
ing from Bruce,

It is difficult even to determine what the

Police Commission may be saying or doing

about the station. A Police Department
official told the Citizen that the Commis-
sion’s decision about the Executive’s request
would be available from the City Clerk. The
City Clerk’s office had no record of the
Commuission’s decision and suggested a call
to the Police Commission,

Archer wrote to Judge Charles O. Bick,
Chairman of the Board of Police Commis-
sioners, on July 31, asking for information
on the station and urging the Commission to
confer with the City. When he received no
answer, Archer wrote again on September 7,
reminding Bick of the City Executive’s
request. He still has received no answer,

When the Citizen started searching for the
Police station builders, it was referred to
Inspector Marks in Planning and Research,
who had appeared at the City Executive,
Marks was extremely reluctant to arrange an
interview, but grudgingly - agreed when
pressed. Marks’ constant theme was that he
had neither the responsibility nor the
knowledge to discuss the Beverley Street
station. “I'm in no position to discuss No.
52.7 Marks told the Cifizen to talk to Metro
Property about the acquisition of the land
and to the Police Commission about the
community’s request for a meeting. “I don’t
know why community residents haven’t
pursued the recommendation to meet with
the Commissioners,”’ Marks added. He also
said that he ““didn’t know a thing” about the
tower the Department is planning to build in
Winston Churchill Park.

When the Cirizen pointed out that it’s

- impossible to reach the Commissioners,

Marks said he “wasn’t disputing that”, then
suddenly asked if 1 had made an ““honest
attempt” to reach them. When I tried to ge1
Bick on the phone, 1 was told first that he
was on another line, then thai it wouldn’t be
possible to speak to him. The voice on the
phone couldn’t tell me a thing about the
Beverley Street station or the Churchill Park
tower. Two messages were left for Acting
Metro Chairman White, but the calls were
never returned. When 1 contacted Bruce, he
said that the Commission had indicated that
it would be happy to meet with the City
Executive — a duplicate, in other words, of
the meeting already attended by Inspector
Marks.

One way to meet the Police Commission,
of course, is to attend a meeting of the
Board. The meetings, which are held every
.second Thursday on the sixth floor of the
Jarvis Street Police headquarters, are closed
to the public but open to the press. When I
asked Marks about sitting in on a meeting,
he said at first that he couldn’t answer that
question, but when 1 started writing down
his reply, he suggested that I contact another
department, which indicated that I would be
welcome.,

The Board of Police Commissioners is
composed of the Metro Chairman; a Metro
Council member appointed by the Council,
Hugh Bruce; and magisirates appointed by
the province, Judge Garth Moore and Judge
Charles 0. Bick, the Board Chairman.
Winfield McKay, identified by the Commis-
sion office as a “‘citizen” appointed by the
province, also sits on the Board, Bick is an
optometrist who was designated a judge so
that he could join the Board. The Commis-
sioners do not serve for any set term.

The day I attended a meeting, the Com-
missioners presented several commendations
and merit medals, then rushed through the
rest of their business so they could watch
Team Canada’s final game with the US S R.
On the agenda was a letter from Dennis
Barker, the city’s Chief Planner, urging the
Commission to consider the preliminary Part
II proposals for Southeast Spadina, which
call for: preservation of the area’s housing
stock, for limits to the traffic flow on
Beverley Street, and for community partici-
pation in decisions affecting the neighbor-

hood. The Commissioners quickly set
Barker’s letter aside “for further study.”

When I approached Bick after the meet-
ing, feelinglikea pilgrim who has reached
the shrine, he said that the Commission had
agreed to contact City aldermen. But when
the Citizen went to press, Archer, who has
been most involved in the situation, had still
heard nothing from the Commission.

If the Commission doesn’t act on the
City’s request, Archer says, the City Execu-
tive is in a position to set up a committee
composed of aldermen, local residents and
Police Department representatives. Whether
the Executive can change the Department’s
attitude is another question. =

Archer feels that formal channels of
communication should be established be-
tween the Commission and the public so
that, in the future, concerned citizens won’t
have to search for a door to a faceless,
formless bureaucracy. The Commission
drops in at Metro Council once a year fo
pick up its budget, says Archer — the only
occasion when it is accountable to an elected
body.

Archer says he’s willing to settle for an
informal arrangement this time. *‘If we can
get information and involvement in fact,
that's more important than gétting it for-

mally.
Archer is upset about the station, but he
supported the Department’s proposed

320-foot communications tower in Winston
Churchill Park, which St. Clair Avenue-
Spadina Road area residents have been fight-
ing for over two years. On the police tower
plan, Archer feels that “there has been
information provided and an opportunity
for the public to be involved.” Archer’s
stand on the tower is one reason why he is
running in Ward Six, not Ward Five, where
the park is located.

The Police had to apply for a change in

A police communications tower
near Eglinfon and Avenue Road.

the zoning by-law for its tower project. The
issu¢ has, therefore, been through City
Council and the Ontario Municipal Board.
The rezoning application has, in fact, been
approved by the Council five times and
rejected by the OMB three times. The OMB
has instructed the Police Commission to
look for suitable alternate sites. Council’s
latest vote was on August 23. The OMB is
discussing the tower once again as the
Citizen goes to press. The issue will probably
be appealed to the provincial cabinet — by
the Police Commission and Metro Council if
the OMB again vetoes the tower, by the local
residents if the Board finally approves the
site,

The Police Commission first decided to
build the tower in 1967, because its com-
munications network was overloaded. In
August 1970, Police Superintendent George
Long said that ““the situation is becoming
quite critical. The present system is com-
pletely overloaded. You have to queue up to
get into the dispatcher and get out.” The
Department has refused to resolve the criti-
cal situation by complying with the OMB’s
decisions and finding another spot, and in
October, 1972, it is still demanding Winston
Churchill Park,

The Police have not had to look far for
suitable near-by locations. In 1970, Imperial
il offered to let the Department construct
its antenna on top of the company’s head-
quarters on St. Clair Avenue. The Police
refused the offer. “We don’t feel an essential
public service should be in private hands,”
Long said.

Representatives of the Hillerest Rate-
payers, a local citizens’ group, suggested a
Fire Department site at Balmoral and Yonge.
In 1970, the OMB ordered the Department
to hire independent consultants to find a
spot. North York Mayor Basil Hall, not the
Police Department, hired the first advisor, an
RCA engineer who stayed in the city for one
day and filed a report recommending the
park as the best site. A second consultant
came up with a number of sites, including
the Loblaw’s parking lot at Bathurst and St.
Clair, the TTC right of way at Summerhill,
and Upper Canada College.

The Police have recently come up with
another report by-a firm called Electrical
Engineering Consociates, whose only address
1S a postal box. The report, which is two
pages long, quickly dismisses the Summer-
hill, Loblaw’s and Fire Department loca-"
tions.

Specious and clumsy

Ward 5 Alderman Ying Hope, who has
supported local opposition to the tower,
calls the report “specious and ¢lumsy.” The
Summerhill site is rejected because it is
outside the appropriate geographical boun-
daries, a problem which was never suggested
in any previous report. Radio towers near
the Summerhill and Fire Department loca-
tions would interfere with police transmis-
sions, the report contends. This impediment,
too, has never before been mentioned. The
report doesn’t even name the nearby radio
towers, and Hope, who is an engineer, says
that he understands that police frequencies
are very high and the chances of interference
are slight. The Loblaw’s site is dismissed
because it would hamper local high rise
development. The Police, says Hope, have
acted as if the tower is “the most important
thing in the world”, yet they are now saying
that “we have to bow to the developers.”

A local resident who has followed the
tower fight closely contends that the Police
simply