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A Letter from the Editors

A New New Mavritimes?

Well, Yes and No...

To Our Long-Standing Readers

Many of you know us from way back — a couple
hundred of you, in fact, have been reading New Maritimes
since our very first issue in September of 1982, and have
allowed us to grace your mailbox every month for six full
years. Hundreds of others have joined up with us more
recently along the way.

You've come toexpecta high standard of analysis and
presentation on regional goings-on that just isn’t available
elsewhere in the Maritime media. And, by and large, we
like to think you've found that in New Maritimes.

We've long felt it important that New Maritimes play
a part in the struggle for a better life — for that 99% of us
in the region who don’t command the heights of political
and economic power . What you are now holding in your
hands is a reflection of our renewed commitment to that
struggle.

Why the change from a 16-page tabloid on newsprint
tentimesa year to a magazine, with many more pages, six
times a year?

The format change will, we hope, give us a higher
profile on the region’s newsstands, where so often in the
past we've spied a tabloid New Maritimes on the botiom
shelf, hidden underneath 30 copies of The National
Enquirer. A higher profile should lead to more readers,
more subscribers and, we hope, more impact.

The change in frequency is simply due to the greater
amount of (mostly volunteer) work involved in collecting
more material foreach issue. We will, in fact, be producing
many more New Maritimes pages each year than in the
past.

Overthe ycars, we've established a certain standard of
alternative publishing in the Maritimes. It’s a standard that
we think we can be reasonably proud of, and one that New
Maritimes, as a bi-monthly magazine, will strive to main-
tain, and perhaps even improve upon, as we head into the
1990s.

To New Readers

What you are holding in your hands is, indeed, some-
thing old and something new.

New Maritimes has existed since 1982 as a 16-page
newsprint tabloid. Most of the work that goes into writing
and producing it is donated by volunteers. Financially,
we're supported by our rcaders, not by big corporate
advertisers.

Allthis has given New Maritimes a freedom lacking in
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(or unsought by) other media in the Maritimes. We don’t
pullour punches. We take the side of the fish plant worker,
the single mother and the woods worker against “Captain
Highliner,” the tangle of government bureaucracy and the
forestry multinational.

Overthe years, we've brought ourreaders a fresh look
atboth our culture and our history: a look at a culture that
is more than staged Tattoos and quaint villages: a look at
a history that is more thana “golden age of wooden ships
and iron men.”

This has earned us both notoriety and praise. One
reader, in a note asking that we cancel his subscription,
called us “a bunch of troublesome reds.” On the other
hand, others have been more generous, and we've re-
ceived awards of excellence from numerous regional and
national media watchers.

No, New Maritimes is not a new venture. But we've
made some big changes of late, and the most notable of
these is the switch from tabloid to magazine format. What

you’re now holding is the first issue of a bi-monthly New
Maritimes magazine. We think it reflects well both the
experiences of our past and our aspirations for the future.
We hope you enjoy New Maritimes, and if you do,
we'd urge you touse the form on page 8 to subscribe. That
way, you'll become part of the network of people across
(and even outside) the region who assure that the Mar-
itimes has a voice, and a forum, for issues and ideas that we
can all learn from.
And we think you'll be glad to find our next issue in
your mailbox.
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Soundings

A Shell of its Former Self: From Riches to Rags in
New Brunswick's Crab Fishery

he snow crab fishery on the

Acadian Peninsula in New
Brunswick’s northeastern corner has
always been a fishery of extremes. It
has brought extreme wealth to a few,
extreme hardship, even desperation, to
many; extreme dependence of the
Peninsula’s economy on just one spe-
cies. Now, landings are down by half
for the second year in a row, and there
are other extremes being predicted:
extreme collapse of the stocks, and
with it, extreme uncertainty about the
Peninsula’s future.

Snow crab is a classic, albeit ex-
treme, example of a story that has un-
folded, and continues to unfold, all
over the Maritimes. It's a story about
short-sighted thinking that has almost
wiped out a valuable resource within a
decade; a story, t00, about how those
who are already the most disadvan-
taged suffer the worst of the conse-
quences.

The story began in the mid 1960s.
There had been a snow crab fishery in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence since 1966, but
landings were minimal because the
price was low, at only a few cents per
pound. Then, in the late 1970s, the king
crab fishery in Alaska collapsed, open-
ing up a market for snow crab (also
called Queen Crab) in Japan and the
United States. Prices soared, and fisher-
men who had licences — or who could
establish an historic right to one —
went at the crab in a big way.

The biggest concentration of mid-
shore crab boats in the Gulf is in the
Caraquet-Shippagan-Lameque triangle
onthe Acadian Peninsula. There are 80
of them, compared to roughly 45 in
Quebec, one in southeastern New
Brunswick, and two in Cape Breton.
(There are also 250 inshore crab license
holders in the region, although none in
New Brunswick. They are allowed to
set 30 traps compared to 150 set by the
midshore boats). In 1983, the Acadian
fleet landed $27 million worth of crab,
representing one-third of all seafood
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landed in New Brunswick.

The trend continued, and it wasn'’t
long before snow crab became the
backbone of the fishery on the Acadian
Peninsula. Many crab fishermen be-
came rich. The first signs were evident
to anyone taking a leisurely drive
through the Peninsula. In the early
1980s, there were probably more satel-
lite dishes per capita in a small village
like Legoulet than any place else in the
Maritimes. Chances were that if there
was a satellite dish in front of a house,
there were crab traps stacked out back.
Fishermen also began buying big

Short-sighted
thinking has
almost wiped
out a valuable
resource within
a decade

campers, gold jewellery, and fancy
cars. Last year, the mayor of Laméque
told a conference in Caraquet that there
were 32 crab fishermen who were mil-
lionaires in his village alone.

More recently, crab fishermen
have bought fish plants to process their
own crab. Crab fishermen own out-
right, or have shares in, a number of
plants, including the former National
Sea plant in Shippagan, MPQ Fisheries
in Caraquet, McGraw Fresh and Frozen
Fish in Tracadie, Ellis Seafoods in
Stonehaven, and R & G Cormier in
Grand-Anse.

But if crab fishermen were rapidly
becoming success stories, the picture
wasn'tas rosy for the people working in

the plants, most of whom were women,
In the early 1980s, some processor

moved from herring and groundfish,
the stocks of which were on the decline
anyway, to crab. Others switched from
lobster because crab was more lucra-
tive. As well, the magnaminous provin-
cial fisheries minister, Jean Gauvin, li-
censed a lot of new plants. Everyone
was scrambling to get in on the boom.

It wasn't long before the work was
spread too thin. The crab season was
only ten weeks long, and some work-
ers began having a hard time putting in
enough hours and enough weeks to
collect unemploymentinsurance in the
winter.

Then came the first of two shock
waves. The market changed from a
demand for canned crab to a demand
for crab in the shell — crab “sections,”
as they’re called. In 1982, the province
had passed a regulation under the Fish
Processing Act requiring that 60 per
cent of the crab be processed into cans,
in a measure aimed at protecting jobs.
But in 1985, with the change in de-
mand, the requirement was dropped
from 60 to 30%, despite protests by
workers. (There were rumours this
year that plants were no longer respect-
ing even the 30% requirement).

At the same time, several plants
began installing mechanical meat
extraction machines that did the work
of people. Frustration levels were so
high that at one point angry groups of
workers in Shippagan stormed the
plants, destroyed equipment, and even
overturned a ten-wheeler on the wharf.
Another frustration was that crab
landed on the Peninsula was being
trucked to plants in the southeast,
where crab fishermen were paid 10 to
15 cents more per pound because plant
workers there were non-unionized,
and received the minimum wage
(compared to around $6 an hour in the
north).

From around 4,500 in 1985, the
number of crab processing jobs has
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dropped to less than 2,500 today, and
many of these are not full-time for even
ten weeks.

The second shock wave came as
catches began to decline. From 27,000
metric tonnes for the entire midshore
fleet in the Gulf in 1985, landings
dropped to 23,600 tonnes in 1986, and
then to 12,000 tonnes in 1987, Prelimi-
nary figures for 1988 are around 14,000
tonnes. The price has steadily increased
(it went from 80¢ per pound in 1986, to
$1.65in 1987, and then to $2.25 in 1988),
so the impact on fishermen has been
minimal.

It's the plant workers who have
suffered. In 1987, many didn't get even
ten weeks of work. The Hatfield govern-
ment — in a generous, election-year
mood — spent a few million dollars on
make-work projects to make sure
people would have enough work. to
qualify for unemployment insurance in
the winter. This year, though, the new
Liberal government of Frank McKenna
has takena hard line, and refused to fund
make-work projects, opting instead for
establishment of a “Job Adjustment
Centre” in Shippagan geared to diver-
sifying the economy and’creating long-
termjobs. A few hundred jobs have been
created, although there are many times
that number of people looking for work.

Unless the government backs down
on its stance, many people (especially
women) on the Peninsula will face a
long winter without unemployment in-
surance.

Today, in 1988, the big question on
the Peninsula has become: what is
happening to the crab resource? Crab
pumps an estimated $60 million per year
into the economy of the Peninsula. What
will happen if there is no more crab?
What will fishermen fish, and where will
former crab plant workers work?

I's an issue on which even crab
fishermen are split. Some, a minority,
don’t believe that the crab is finished,
despite the dramatic drop in landings
over the past two years. They maintain
that the resource is still plentiful, and
needs no protection, other than that af-
forded by being a seasonal fishery. (Fish-
ermen can't fish in winter, because of the
ice.) This minority broke away from the
organization that represents midshore
fishermen on the Peninsula, the
L'Association Professionelle des
Pécheurs Acadiens (APPA), at that
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Shippagan, N.B,, in the early 1900s

organization's annual meeting earlier
this year because it didn’t agree with
the majority position,

Most APPA fishermen are con-
cerned about the resource’s future.
They have asked that more research
be done, that a committee be estab-
lished to monitor the fishery week-by-
week, and that this year’s quota be set
at 15,000 tonnes. Yet, despite this
concern, many crab fishermen have
continued to take as much crab as
possible, just in case the resource is,
indeed, collapsing. “Ils sonten train de

e L

cleaner la ressource” (roughly trans-
lated as “They're all running to clean
out the resource.”) has become a
catch-phrase on the Peninsula.

There have been reports thatsome
fishermen were setting double the
number of traps legally allowed. By the
end of the fifth week of this season, at
least 1,200 illegal crab traps had been
seized by the Canadian Coast Guard.

Accusations of illegality have been
common in the crab fishery over the
past few years. Even APPA president
Jacques Haché admits that he, himself,

The Crab Fishery
5

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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has at times set more traps than legally
allowed. Fishermen have to bend the
law if they want to compete, he says,
because it’s a free-for-all out there. The
situation has been further complicated
by fishermen who, coming into port
with a load of traps and spotting a Coast
Guard vessel, have cut away and al-
lowed some of the traps to sink below
the surface, rather than face seizure of
these illegal traps and a possible fine.
Many such traps still sit on the ocean
bottom, filling up with crab which end
up dying or eating each other.

In any event, many people believe
that the fishermen are to blame for the
fact that landings are down so dramati-
cally. APPA president Haché agrees that
fishermen are partly responsible, al-
though he mostly blames the DFO
because, he says, the department hasn’t
been severe enough in enforcing legis-
lation.

A DFO spokesperson in the north-
east admits that the crab fishery — a
deepwater fishery spread over the vast
expanse of Gulf waters — has been
difficult to control. The department is
aware that fishermen are setting illegal
traps, but the spokesperson expressed
frustration that not a great deal canbe

New Maritimes

done about it.. The number of illegal
traps seized represents only a small
proportion of the problem, he says.
Crab research within the depart-
ment has been stepped up this year, in
an effort to understand what is happen-
ing. Fora few years in the mid-1980s the
DFO set a “protective” quota of around
26,000 tonnes, although DFO managers
admitted that, because snow crabwas a
new fishery, there wasn't enough bio-
logical data available to make such a
quota meaningful. It corresponded, in
fact, to what fishermen were already
landing. In 1988, there was no quota set.
DFO scientist Dr. Gerard Conan,
using scientific language, explains what
is happening as “the cropping down of
the accumulated biomass.” When the
fishery first started, fishermen were
landing crab that had been there for,
perhaps, decades. Now, all that old crab
is gone, and the fishery will have to de-
pend on what is produced each year.
A rough rule of thumb, Dr. Conan
says, is that after the “cropping down” of
a virgin population, landings drop to
one-third to one-half of the original
level. That means that the crab fishery
could stabilize at between 10,000 and

16,000 tonnes per year, although there
are still a lot of gaps in scientific knowl-
edge about crab. As well, there was
crab being landed this year that had
never had a chance to reproduce. So,
given all the uncertainties, scientists are
unsure what the future holds for the
resource.

It's clear, though, that a level of 10
to 16,000 tonnes is not enough to sup-
port the 80-boat fleet at the lifestyle to
which many crab fishermen have
grown accustomed. It's obvious that
there are bound to be major confronta-
tions if they try to enter the groundfish
or herring fisheries, both of which al-
ready have too much capacity. There
aren’t, however, many choices.

Nor is 10 to 16,000 tonnes enough
to provide employment for all those
who have worked in the onshore plants
from the beginning. These women, in 2
sense, are the true victims. Having
never really profited from the crab
klondike in the first place, they now
face a future filled with uncertainty,
and over which they have little con-
trol.

Sue Calboun is a journalist in
Shediac. New Brunswick.
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Who Judges the Judges?
A Comment on the Marshall Inquiry

“Justice,” John Galsworthy once
remarked, “is a machine that when
some one has once given it the starting
push, rolls on of itself.” In the case of
Donald Marshall Jr., “injustice” would
be the more appropriate word. By any
yardstick imaginable, the justice sys-
tem in Nova Scotia failed him misera-
bly.

The reasons offered for the
system’s failure are as varied as the
witnesses — 103 to date — who have
appeared before the “Royal
Commisison on the Donald Marshall Jr.
Prosecution.” Every part of the justice
systemstands accused of having a hand
in putting the sixteen-year-pld Micmac
youth behind penitentiary bars for a
crime he did not commit, and keeping
him there for eleven long years.

And when Marshall was finally

released from prison, the machinery of
injustice just kept rolling. The Nova
Scotia Court of Appeals ruled Marshall
was “not guilty” but added that
Marshall, not the system, was to blame
for his conviction and imprisonment.
Ruling that “any miscarriage of Justice is
more apparent than real,” the learned
judges condemned Marshall for un-
truthfulness and cited him as the cause
of his own misfortune.

The comments blaming Marshall
for his own predicament became
ammunition for the province’s negotia-
tor, who was intent on paying the least
compensation possible for wrongful
imprisonment. Adding even more in-
sult to injury, former Deputy Attorney
General Gordon Coles testified at the
Royal Commission’s hearings that
Marshall’s ultimate acquittal after
eleven years in jail was evidence that
the justice system was in good working
order.

The irony of blaming the victim
while praising the system was height-
ened by the presence of Justice Le-
onard Pace on the appeal court panel.
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Pace was Attorney General (and there-
fore chief law officer) of the province
when Marshall was convicted and sen-
tenced in 1971. One witness testified
that he was “99 percent sure” that Pace
was aware, within a week of Marshall's
conviction, of new evidence that could
have won him a new trial. The testi-
mony raises doubts about the imparti-
ality of the panel that found that the
system was blameless.

In addition, the decision of the
court appears to be based in part on
witnesses’ affidavits which were never,
according to the official transcript,
presented to the court for their consid-
eration.

Judicial decisions are supposed to
define the issue being considered, as-
sess the applicable law and demon-
strate the process by which the findings
were made. But the appeal court deci-
sion in the Marshall case was like a road
map with half the lines left out.

The Royal Commission, in follow-
ing the tortured path of Donald
Marshall Jr. through the Nova Scotia
justice system, decided that the appeal
court judges were the only ones who
could clarify the apparent incongruities
in their decision. When the Judges
declined to come voluntarily a sub-
poena was issued to compel theiratten-
dance. There then erupted a major
battle between the Commissioners and
the Court of Appeals, which Chief Jus-
tice Constance Glube of the Trial Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court was eventu-
ally asked to referee. (A few weeks
before, Glube had ruled that Cabinet
ministers could be compelled to violate
their solemn oath and answer ques-
tions about secret cabinet conversa-
tions if the Marshall matter was the

v

subject of these discussions).

Glube was in an unenviable posi-
tion. The Judges of the Court of Appeals
are, in effect, her bosses. They could
make her life as a Judge quite uncom-
fortable if they chose to look closely at
any of her cases coming before them on
appeal. But to rule against the Royal
Commission was to invite public
clamour by appearing to shield her
fellow judges from scrutiny.

Glube’s decision was a master-
stroke of the judicial art of balancing,
Not only did she quash the subpoena
issued by the Commission, she said it
would “be wrong” for a judge to testify
voluntarily. She added: “A judge must
not (my emphasis) testify before a
commission or court on matters which
came before the judge in his or her
judicial capacity, even if the judge
wouldlike to respond to one or more of
the questions which have been pub-
licly raised.”

Having ruled in favour of the
higher court judges, Glube balanced
the scales by asserting that immunity is
not a personal privilege, “it is for the
benefit of the public.”

Cynical commentators laughed
that it didn’t matter what Glube said.
The question would be appealed up
the ladder to a higher court. And so it
will, although in August the lawyers
representing the five appeal court
judges refused a request by the
Marshall Commission to take this very
thorny issue to the Supreme Court of
Canada. Instead, the appeal against
Glube’s decision will be heard in the
Nova Scotia Court of Appeals —the
very same court in which the five
judges sat when they decided
Marshall’s fate!

The foundation on which Glube
built her decision is the Principle of
Judicial Independence. Constructing
the foundation was easy for her. All
parties in the dispute -- the Court of
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Appeals, the Royal Commission, the
Attorney General who supported the
appeal court’s position, and Marshall’s
lawyers -- agreed that judges need tobe
free from political, governmental and
other entanglements that might affect
the exercise of judicial functions. All
parties agreed that to safeguard their
independence, judges should be im-
mune from law suits against them for
actions performed and decisions ren-
dered in the performance of their judi-
cial duties. A judge can't be truly inde-
pendentif he has to worry that he might
be dragged into court by disgruntled
claimants or, worse, a governmental
body upset by a decision. There is a
long tradition of common law holding
thatjudges are immune from such treat-
ment. There seems to be a definable
public interest in keeping judges above
or apart fromunwarranted or improper
interference with their judicial duties.

But is it in the public interest to say
that judges can never be called to ac-
count for their action or decisions while
on the bench, that judges should be
cloaked in total immunity?

In fact and in practice, judges are
not totally immune. Decisions can be
appealed. Appeal courts can and do
overturn lower court judgements for a
variety of reasons. Higher court deci-
sions are full of sharp comments (ex-
pressed with polite legalistic venom)
directed at the inadequacy of lower
court judges. And if a judge’s personal
conduct on the bench, as opposed to
the logic of the decision itself, is ques-
tioned, the Canadian Judicial Council
canbe asked toinvestigate and censure
the unseemly behaviour. The Council
would of course call the judge to ap-
pear and has the authority to subpoena
a recalcitrant witness.

Glube suggested that questions
which Marshall’s lawyers wanted to ask
“appear to allege impropriety on the
part of some or all of the plaintiffs” (the
Appeal Court judges). “If that is the
case, the place to deal with such allega-
tions of impropriety is the Canadian
Judicial Council established under the
Judges Act.”

Despite Glube's assertion to the
contrary, this means that judges are not
totally immune. They are only immune
from anyone except other judges look-
ing at their behaviour.

/Soundings
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Glube's reasoning on behalf of
total judicial immunity is contradictory
and circular. The Marshall Inquiry was
established because of years of public
outcry about the apparent miscarriage
of justice in the Marshall case. The
Commission’s job is to find out why the
system went wrong and recommend
ways to keep it from happening again.
The public has been copiously sup-
plied with insights into the workings of
all levels of the criminal justice system
of Nova Scotia. The public has heard
allegations that improprieties also oc-
curred in the Court of Appeals.

And then Glube, citing a 1985
precedent, argues that this very same
public is served by judicial immunity:
"For this immunity, in the performance
of judicial duties, is not for a judge
personally, it is for the benefit of the
public 'to protect the judicial system
against interference or influence which
might pervert the course of justice."

As a member of the public, neither
alawyerorajudge, my concerns would
be alleviated and T would benefit if
either: (a)the judges appear and dispel
the appearance of impropriety, or
(b)the judges appear, are found want-
ing and actions are taken to protect me
and the rest of the public in the future.
I see no ‘“interference or influence
which might pervert the course of jus-
tice” in either of these alternatives.

The appearance of perverse justice
arises when a needless barrier of “total
immunity” prohibits judges from an-
swering the allegations of impropriety.
The entire legal profession is fond of
quoting, ‘Justice must notonly be done,
but be seen to be done.” Then can
justice be seen to be done if judges are
unseen?

The Marshall Commission is pre-
cisely the kind of forum which can
examine the questions raised about the
decision of the judges of the Court of
Appeals without “denigrating the dig-
nity of their office or impeding their
future effectiveness.”

The Commissioners given the
thankless task of unravelling the
twisted fabric of the Nova Scotia justice
system have demonstrated admirably-
their ability to handle sensitive issues
with competence, integrity and, where
necessary, discretion. But, they cannot
look at all the factors which caused the

8

Marshall travesty if the Appeal Court
judges remain in the status of legal
limbo.

We began with Galsworthy; let us
end with Dickens. The courts, with
their mysterious pomp and pageantry,
reduce the general public to the status
of an awestruck child. And as Dickens
wrote in Great Expectations, “In the
little world in which children have
their existence,...there is nothing so
finely perceived as injustice."e®

Robert Wall, formerly a researcherwith
the Marshall Inquiry, is writing a ma-
Jjor study of the impact of the Marshall
case on Nova Scotia.
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New Maritimes covers

the Maritimes from a fresh,
alternative perspective. It
has received national and
regional awards for the
quality of its articles on
regional culture and poli-
tics.

Yes, I'd like to help keep the
alternative alive.
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The Enigma of African AIDS

IDS will change the world in ways

we can nowonly scarcely imagine.
Officially there are more than 96,000
cases in 136 countries; the actual num-
ber of AIDS cases is probably closer to
200,000. Another five to ten million
people are infected with the AIDS vi-
rus, 1.2 million of whom are expected
to develop AIDS itself by the end of
1992.

AIDS is no longer an “epidemic.”
It has become a “pandemic,” meaning
that it began in a number of countries
almost simultaneously and can now
canbe found worldwide. No vaccine is
in sight; indeed, no single vaccine may
ever be able to protect against the
virus, since it has several strains. In fact,
the fast-mutating AIDS virus may be
one of the few viruses capable of actu-
ally benefiting from the antibodies gen-
erated by a vaccine.

Although the AIDS tragedy has
become a common theme in the media,
little attention has been paid to the way
the disease has been shaped by poverty
and dependence — both in the Third
World and in North America. Nor have
the media said much about the compa-
nies who have made millions from
AIDS. In both cases, production for
profit has worsened an already grave
situation.

AIDS has become a major public
health issue in Central and Southern
Africa — particularly in Burundi,
Rwanda, Zaire, Zambia, Tanzania, and
Uganda. In the absence of reliable sta-
tistics, the exactextentof AIDS in Africa
is unknown, but it has been estimated
that between one and five million Afri-
cans carry the virus,

AIDS is a disease that involves the
disastrous weakening of the body’s
immune system to the point that it
succumbs to “opportunistic” infections
it would otherwise have been able to
resist. AIDS in Africa presents two
unusual features. In both Europe and
North America, these opportunistic
infections include toxoplasmosis (a
usually harmless parasitic disease
spread by cats and chickens), Kaposi’s
sarcoma (a skin cancer), and a type of
pneumonia. But African AIDS usually
doesn’t involve any of these diseases.

/soundings

Cameron Macgregor

There, patients come down with tuber-
culosis, meningitis, skin diseases, or
ailments of the stomach or digestive
system.

A second distinguishing feature
of African AIDS is that the number of
females reported with the illness is
approximately the same as that of
males. Homosexuality and intravenous
drug use do notappeartobe associated
with African AIDS, which appears tohit
sexually active heterosexuals hardest.

African females who have AIDS
tend to be youngerthan infected males,
and are often single. AIDS can be trans-
mitted from an infected pregnant
mother to the fetus and there are conse-
quently many more children with AIDS
in Africa than there are here.

It is easier to note these facts than
to explain them. Some researchers dis-
pute whether AIDS in Africa is a primar-
ily sexually transmitted disease at all. In
areas where malaria is epidemic, posi-
tive AIDS tests may in factbe registering
malaria. Where AIDS is clearly evident,
such researchers argue that it makes
more sense to look at the contamina-
tion of the African blood supply. Trans-
fusions to alleviate anemia in children,
for example, probably also often infect
them with the AIDS virus,

On the other hand, some studies
seem to show that, in common with
European and American cases, Afri-
cans who have the AIDS virus fre-
quently have a history of sexually trans-
mitted diseases and appear to be more
sexually active than those without
AIDS.

The impact of AIDS on African
prostitutes, for example, is known to
have been devastating. The incidence
of AIDS is higher for those with a his-
tory of previous sexually transmitted
diseases, due o remaining lesions and
injury. (Female circumcision, common
in some parts of Africa, is thought by
some researchers to play a contributing
role as well.)

In this analysis, the roots of AIDS
lie in the political economy of underde-
velopment. African labour markets
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Countries aftected
the most by AIDS:

typically pull male workers away from
their families and compel them totravel
— often for hundreds of miles —to the
production site. This migrant labour
system has been devastating for fami-
lies; male workers are concentrated in
certain areas, and denied the support
they might otherwise obtain from fam-
ily. Throughout most of this patriarchal
world — including the mining frontiers
of Canada — sexual imbalances cre-
ated by this kind of production system
generate prostitution. Long before
AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases
were a serious problem in Africa.

Noone questions that poverty has
made African AIDS a more serious
problem. Transfusions are commonly
used in Africa to treat anemia and they
will long continue to put children at
risk of AIDS, because no African juris-
diction can afford to test its entire blood
supply. Nor can African governments
afford to supply populations with the
condoms that have been shown to re-
duce the risk of AIDS. And as Dr. Cecile
DeSweemer, who works as a health
service co-ordinator in Zaire, recently
told the United Church Observer, “If
people don't have enough money for
one square meal a day, you don't seri-
ously expect them to have money for
condoms.”

Malnutrition, malaria, and
measles are epidemic in countries
where food supplies are scarce be-
cause of drought and the production of
food for external markets. Unsterile in-
jections, combined with immune sys-
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LBurroﬁghs Wellcome has found there is good money to be made from AIDS

tem damage resulling from malaria,
malnutrition, and previous sexually
transmitted diseases, establishes a
population of both sexes particularly
vulnerable to AIDS. A background of
poor health means that those who get
AIDS have a much shorter life expec-
tancy than North American sufferers.
As in North America, AIDS in Af-
rica has stimulated vicious stereotypes
and bigotry. For example, some scien-
tists and virtually all the media bought
the theory that AIDS originated in Afri-
can monkeys, and was presumably
spread to the Caribbean by Haitians or
Cubans. There is no evidence to sup-
port this theory. The first African cases
were discovered shortly after the first
diagnosis of AIDS occurred in United
States, and at the same time as its ap-
pearance in Haiti and other countries.
Nor are monkeys suffering from the
same disease as humans. Such rumours
and stereotypes have hurt the tourist
industry, promoted discrimination
against Africans travelling to other
countries, and contributed to racist
stereotypes of African sexuality.
Poverty and dependence have
shapedthe experience of AIDS in North
America as well. Gay and bisexual men
continue to suffer the worst effects of
AIDS, as well as the burden of a popu-
lar perception of AIDS as a disease con-
fined to the “unclean” and “deviant.”
But while AIDS continues to be seen as
a “gay disease” (inaccurately, of course,
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Radical America

in the international context), the North
American reality is rapidly shifting.
The percentage of gays in the total of
all AIDS cases has declined, partly as a
result of the gay community’s success-
ful and inventive response to its own
health crisis.

The emerging reality seems to
indicate a connection between pov-
erty, race, and AIDS. Although black
and Hispanic gay or bisexual men are
disproportionately at risk of AIDS, by
March, 1987, the New York Health
Commission was reporting that 70% of
women with AIDS were black or His-
panic, as were 93% of children suffer-
ing from the disease. Black and His-
panic heterosexual men who are intra-
venous drug users are over 20 times
more likely than white users to contract
AIDS. Over 90% of infants with AIDS
are non-whilte.,

These populations are particu-
larly ill-served by middle-class pre-
scriptions of monogamy and the indi-
vidualistic emphasis on “life-style.”
Monogamy is no protection, for in-
stance, for Latina women who are ex-

ouT % LOOK
pected to play a passive and docile role
in relationships influenced by ma-
chismo.

And an emphasis on an
individual's avoidance of risk factors,
sensible on one level, can obscure the
contributions of such social factors as
racism, poverty and despair. Diseases
are not just natural phenomenon,; they
are socially shaped. It appears that one
of the things shaping AIDS is poverty
and previous health problems.

AIDS hasn’t been a bad thing for
everyone,

There is money to be made in
blood screening (about $150 million a
year in the U.S.) and condoms.Or
consider the case of Burroughs
Wellcome, which markets the drug
azidothymidine (AZT) under the trade

10

%% Do Bossita oty

name Retrovir; AZT was licensed in
March 1987 as the only drug so far
proved effective against the AIDS virus.

Itis now the highest-priced medi-
cation in North America. Americans
with AIDS may be charged as much as
$36,000 a year for AZT by retail phar-
macists. Naturally, the stock of Bur-
roughs Wellcome has soared.

Pharmaceutical companies nor-
mally justify their prices by noting the
research and development they carry
out before making their products. In
this case, though, AZT was discovered
and tested (as an anti-cancer drug) in
1964 at public expense.

In 1986, the only clinical trials
using AZT on humans were aban-
doned and the drug was approved.

Since the company did not dis-
cover or develop the drug, how can its
staggeringly high price possibly be
justified?

Business will wring profits from
the twentieth century's most fearful dis-
ease, and from those most likely to be
attacked: the poor and the marginal-
ized in the Third and First worlds.
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Rethinking the Welfare State in the Maritimes

The social services systems in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick are un-
fair and inadequate. Hostility to the
client is a feature of both. (My two
earlier columns on “Malign Neglect” in
the March and June-July issues of New
Maritimes describe how both systems
have failed the public.)

In Nova Scotia, the provincial gov-
ernment has maintained an outmoded
delivery system based on municipal
responsibility for short-term assistance.
The province has stubbornly perpetu-
ated a system of settlement which dates
back to the Elizabethan poorlaws ofthe
early 1600s — a system that has been
abolished in every other province of
Canada. It determines that a person is
the financial responsibility of the mu-
nicipal unit in which s/he has (or last
had) “settlement” or permanent resi-
dence. Municipalities are allowed to
deny or limit assistance to people de-
fined as “non-residents.” Some Nova
Scotia municipalities simply don’t have
the revenues to pay for assistance pro-

grams. Others, lacking this excuse, are’

stingy because they are governed by
extreme anti-welfare attitudes.

The result is a patchwork system
with serious inequalities from district to
district. In comparison with Statistics
Canada’s poverty line of an annual in-
come of $11,850 for a two-person fam-
ily in 1985, a single mother in Nova
Scotia received $8,100 per year ($673
per month) in provincial Family Bene-
fits. The same mother on municipal
assistance would receive an average of
approximately $5,220 per year ($435
per month). As a study by the Nova
Scotia Association of Social Workers
has shown, the rates for all social assis-
tance payments are 45% to 67% below
the Statistics Canada poverty line. None
of Nova Scotia’s provincial or municipal
programs adjusts adequately or auto-
matically for inflation. Social workers
also pay for the long-running crisis in
the welfare system: the average child
welfare caseload in Nova Scotia was
estimated at 55.4 per worker in 1980,
almost double the average caseload per
worker in Ontario.

/Soundings

Hard Times

Commentary by Rick Williams on
the Maritime Economy

The refusal of the Nova Scotia
government to modernize the social
services is evidence of the low priority
attached to social welfare. The prov-
ince has been able to use the split in
responsibilities as an excuse for block-
ing basic reform.

The New Brunswick picture is
different, but no less bleak. New Brun-
swick has used a strategy of “reform”
and “restructuring” to cut costs. The
government of Louis Robichaud took
over welfare services formerly
handled by municipalities in the 1960s
and set up unified provincial pro-
grams. In 1976, a separate division
within the social services bureaucracy
exclusively devoted to income mainte-
nance was established.; in 1987, in-
come maintenance became the re-
sponsibility of a separate government
department,

As a result of these “reforms,” the
influence of case workers in the wel-
fare system has been reduced. Closing
down services, “decentralizing” them,
and shifting service delivery responsi-
bilities from qualified professional
workers to volunteers and the commu-
nity, have been key elements in a drive
to minimize welfare. According to
comparisons done regularly by the
Social Planning Council of Metropoli-
tan Toronto, New Brunswick has just
about the worst record of any province
in Canada when it comes to providing
for the poor. In 1985, New Brunswick
ranked eighth among the provinces for
a single-parent family with one child,
tenth for a family of four, ninth for a
single, employable person, and tenth
for a single disabled person. The gov-
ernment has found money for one
growth area within the welfare system:
coercion. Special constables have
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been hired to search out welfare fraud,

and to look for male shoes under the

beds of single women on assistance.
Quietly, with little media fanfare or

controversy, New Brunswick has fol-
lowed a strategy that is just as extreme
in content and design as the notoriously
anti-welfare policies of the British Co-
lumbia and Alberta governments.
Defenders of the status quo in the
two provinces argue that the major
problem is the fiscal poverty of Mari-
time governments. They insist that little
can be done until either the regional
economy makes some miraculous re-
covery or the federal government dra-
matically increases fiscal transfers.
There is some truth to this position,
but it also serves to blind us to possible
alternatives within the current situ-
ation. It certainly is the case that the
high unemployment and low income

~levels in the Maritimes simultaneously

create greater demands for services
while reducing the tax revenues that
pay for them. Due to this intensifying
process of “fiscal crisis,” itis difficult for

the poorer provinces to increase social

spending in line with economic decline
without compensating federal dollars.
Since the federal government has been
implementing its own restraint policies
since the late 1970s, there hasn’t been
much room to move.

Yes, it would be nice to have a lot
more money to spend, but even in the
richer provinces they have not been
able to eradicate poverty or make de-
pendence on social welfare a less stig-
matizing experience with their higher
spending levels. The root problem lies
in the fundamental goals of the social
welfare system in a capitalist society.

Here in the Maritimes we cannot
unilaterally change federal government
policies, and we have only a limited
ability to influence the world capitalist
system, but there are things we can do.
Let’s look at one basic alternative.

Any way you look at it, the solution
to the poverty problem in an advanced
technological society with high struc-
tural unemployment is a guaranteed
adequate annual income (GAAD. By
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this I mean an income which is auto-
matically delivered to people, whether
employed or not, who fall below a
certain threshold and which fully pro-
vides for their food, shelter, clothing,
and personal development needs.

Such a system would replace all
existing income support programmes
from disability allowance to old age
security to social assistance. The sav-
ings achieved through collapsing all
these services into one would help
significantly in paying for the improved
benefit levels. The automatic delivery
system, geared to income tax reporting
or to some new system of regular in-
come monitoring, would help consid-
erably in removing the stigma which
currently results from means tests,
needs assessments, home visits, and
other demeaning control methods,

Itis obvious that the Maritime Prov-
inces could not afford such a system,
and we cannot force the federal gov-
ernment to set one up. We could,
however, go a long way towards laying
the groundwork, and get substantial
federal aid for a new approach.

The three Maritime provinces
could undertake a joint development
program to establish uniform services
and a skeletal GAAI system in each
province. ‘This would involve the
provincial takeover of all municipal
services, the collapsing of all income
maintenance services into single pro-
grammes in each province, and the
establishment of uniform standards,
eligibility thresholds and benefit levels
geared to cost of living.  Ways would
have to be built into the system to
account for the impact of federal pro-
grammes such asunemploymentinsur-
ance and old age pensions.

Once such a system was in place,
the politics of social welfare in the re-
gion would change dramatically. At
present, there are two sources of reve-
nue to pay for social services in the
Maritimes: the federal government, and
wealthy people within the Maritimes
(who often pay little or no taxes) .
Because of the complexity of the cur-
rent welfare system, both these groups
can duck responsibilities to pay more
to the victims of social and economic
policies that mainly benefit the rich.

/Soundings

New Maritimes

Hard Times

If, when all was said and done,
such a rationalized and efficient system
could only provide clients with benefits
which averaged 60% of the poverty line
figure at current spending levels, a
progressive government in Nova Scotia
or Prince Edward Island could make a
much stronger case for higher taxes
and/or more federal fiscal transfers.
Nothing will really change with regard
to poverty until we are able to make the
rich pay, and encourage the whole
community to take greater responsibil-
ity for social inequalities and all their
negative consequences.

Once a more generous and ra-

There is little evi-
dence that Mar-
itimers or Canadi-
ans in general
share any solid
commitment to
right-wing visions
of a dog-eat-dog,
survival-of-the-
fattest kind of
society

tional system was in place on the pro-
vincial level, there would also be much
greater leverage to force the federal
government to move in the direction of
a GAAI and to integrate their income
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transfer programmes into such a sys-
tem. Inthe long run, such a system will
not work to eradicate poverty in our
region until it is set up and financed on
a national level.

All of this implies considerable
change in the current political atmos-
phere regarding social programmes.
We have just gone through a decade in
which the limited gains made in reduc-
ing social inequalities during the 1950s
and 1960s have been substantially re-
versed.

Real incomes for low and middle
income people have declined, and the
gap between the rich and the poor has
been widening.

The general public may have been
willing for a while to swallow such
bitter medicine out of their disillusion-
ment with the liberal welfare state and
its failure to bring economic and social
stability.

There is litle evidence, however,
that Maritimers or Canadians in general
share any solid commitment to right-

wing visions of a dog-eat-dog, survival-
of-the-fattest kind of society.

In the Maritimes we need a new
kind of politics regarding social welfare
issues. While fear and hatred of “the
welfare” is deeply rooted, and works
well to discipline the working poor, we
also have strong traditions of social

solidarity, community self-reliance and
authentic charity which offset these
more negative influences.

Progressive groups, both inside
and outside the formal political proc-
ess, need to put before Maritimers a
clear picture of what's wrong with the
current system, and then describe con-
crete alternatives which aim at equality
and social justice. What is most lacking
at present is the political leadership
with the courage and the imagination
to confront the issues and to educate
the community about the need and the
possibilities for real reform. e

Rick Williams teaches political
economy in Halifax. "Hard Times" is
the new name for bis regular New
Maritimes economics column; it was
Jormerly called "Jabs, Jabs, Jabs.”
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NOTICES

Here's three October events to mark on
your calendar:

The Annual Meeting of the New Maritimes
Editorial Council will be held on Sunday,
October 2, at 1 p..m, in Room 302 of the
Dalhousie Student Union Building, Halifax.
This meeting will discuss the restructuring
of the editorial board, the transition to the
new format, and the magazine's editorial
policy.If you are interested in participating,
please letus know and a copy of the annual
report will be sent to you before the meet-

ing.

A less formal discussion about the future of
New Maritimes and its contribution to the
culture of the region will be held on Satur-
day afternoon (October ), as part of the
Atlantic Workshop..Please phone New
Maritimes at 425-6622 if you would like
further details.

Finally, at 4 p.m.on Sunday 2 October
(after the annual meeting) we will be hold-
ing a barbecue in the yard behind 2364-
2372 Agricola St. Let us know if you can
attend.

[ ™
The Percy Dares Memoarial

PumyDnmwuthmwmd,Fhﬂ[uCo.,N.s..leMly
1923, Educated in Dartmouth, he served in the Royal Canadian Volunteer
Rescrve during the War, In later years, he worked as an electrician and &
lavemn operator,

Percy maintained a life-long 10 social dej 'y and
was and was & strong suppoerter of the OCF and its succemor, the NDP.
He was active in Dartmouth municipal politics and ran twice for the NDP

in provincial upported the NDP financially as well s
morally, and was proud of its sccomplishments. In 1985, he was made a
life member of the NDP,

Percy Dares died on September 25, 1986, His life was a life of
service to others. The Percy Dares Memarial Prize Society was formed "to
F the principles of ity service for one's fellow members of
socety,” st each of three Dartmouth area high schools,

Membership in tho Percy Dares Memorial Prize Society costs five
dallars. If you would like more information, or if you wish to join the
Society, please write to:

The Percy Dares Memarial Prize Society
52 Bella Vista Drive, Dartmouth, N.5. B2W 2X3

\& /
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Partridge's Panmure Island Bed and
Breafkast

Panmure Island, surrounded by sandy beaches, with three small farms, is
near Panmure Provincial Park, where well-trained lifeguards patrol one of
the most beautiful beaches of PE.L
Wild strawberries, raspberrics and blueberries can be picked, Clams can be
dug and Graham's Lobster Factory is nearby.

A walk through the woods to our beach gives quiet relaxation,
Babysitting and kitchen privileges are available, as well as cribs,
Summer stock plays are presented in nearby Georgetown.

Pets permitied. Bicycles, canoe and row boat for rent.

Johanna & Peter Condon House: Three bedrooma, cach with a private bath,
double and single bed. Downstairs room and bath for person in wheelchair,
sunporch, laundry and library, $35/room (2)--Breakfast included,

The John Parrick Griffin House: Two bedrooms, sharcd bath, library room.
$26/room (2)--Break fast included.

Open Year Round.

Gertrude Partridge

R.R.#2, Montague
Prince Edward Island COA 1R0

1-902-838-4687

Mark 5. Fisher

COMMON GROUND

a new audio-visual production
which examines the common pro-
blems of Maritime and Third World
farmers. Produced by CUSO and
Oxfam-Canada/Deveric.

Available from:

DEVERIC

1649 Barrington Stret
P.O. Box 3460

Halifax, N.S., B3J 3J1
(902) 429-1370/429-1378

Available in French and English and
in 1/2"" VHS or slide-tape format.
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Focus

The Trials of *
Eric Smith




by Erin Goodman

he Dennis building in downtown Halifax,

a grey architectural horror from the early
twentieth century, sits across from the Nova

Scotia Legislature. Though it is uninspiring
and inelegant, it has one big advantage: the

Cape Sable
Islanders meet:
Should Eric Smith
retumn to bis
classroom?

©Fred Hatfield Photo
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government can easily keep a watchful eye over what-
ever goes on inside its walls.

A slow elevator ride takes you up to the sixth-floor
offices — which are spacious and mostly empty. A
receptionist greets you out front; several researchers
work, out of sight, in back rooms.

The office walls are adorned with dozens of posters
depicting the dangers of, and myths about, Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). The man who
collects the posters points out a European acquisition
featuring two men nestled together, and comments,
“The Nova Scotia government would never go for a
poster like that.”

Eric Smith works full time for the AIDS Task Force,
which was created in October, 1987, to study the rami-
fications of the disease and make recommendations on
policy formation. The 27 additional members of the Task
Force were appointed from such bodies as the Board of
Education, the Metro Area Committee on AIDS, and the
Nova Scotia Federation of Labour. They contribute to the
Task Force to the extent that their regular careers will
allow, while Eric is here all day, simply because, he says,
he has “nothing else to do.”

The quiet of the office must seem strange to this
thirty-year-old former school teacher. The phone rings
occasionally, mostly, with calls from friends and family.
He has plenty of time to reflect on the circumstances that
took him out of the classroom a year ago, plunging him
into a glare of media attention. For the moment, Eric
Smith is in quarantine

Cape Sable Island, off the soutbwestern coast of
Nova Scotia,is joined to the mainland bya causewaythat
is often shrouded in fog. The unpredictable weather isa
popular topic of conversation among Islanders.

Archelaus Smith was the first English-speaking set-
tler on the island. He came with his family in 1764 to
exploitsome of the richest grounds in North America. He
was soon followed by other families. The residents built
homes scattered across the island. Many were easily
accessible only by sea. The settlers’ sense of isolation
was relieved by their religion, and the Bible served asthe
Islanders’ only literary diversion for many years.

The community remained small, close-knit, and
almost totally dependent on fishing and wooden boat-
building. The Island became famous for its fishing boats,
especially for the “Cape Islander,” which has long been
a popular design with inshore fishermen along the
province's seacoast.

Some aspects of life on Cape Sable Island have not
changed much over the past century. Like most of the
South Shore, Cape Sable Island has not attracted or
developed many secondary industries. Many young
people, today as in previous generations, leave the
island for work in far-off places. The population has
barely doubled over the past century, and fishing and
boat-building continue to employ most of the people
who choose to slay.

But there is a new prosperity on Cape Sable Island
these days, thanks to its advantages as a fishing centre.
Islanders are some of the most successful inshore fisher-
men in North America. In addition to many boat-yards

/Focus
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and piles of lobster traps, a visitor will notice the tell-tale
signs of rural prosperity: satellite dishes, new houses,
and all-terrain vehicles dot the landscape. The value of
sea-fish landings in Shelburne County in 1985 was
$68,975,000, exceeding even the figure recorded for
Lunenburg County’s more famous fishing industry. In-
come levels in the area are on the rise: the average family
income in Clark's Harbour, the island’s largest commu-
nity, was higher in 1981 ($22,691) than the provincial
average ($21,872).

Economic prosperity in the past decade has not,
though, erased the deep social scars left by a century of
underdevelopment. Out of a sample drawn by Statistics
Canada from Shelburne County as a whole in 1981,
31.3% of the population had less than a Grade Ten
education. (Provincially, the figure is much lower, at
only 20.3%.) On the upper end of the education scale,
only 7.1% of the Shelbure County sample had the
benefit of a university education, compared to 15.3% in
Nova Scotia generally.

A heavy reliance on small-craft fishing has fostered
a strong spirit of entrepreneurship and a fierce inde-
pendence that sets Islanders apart from other Nova
Scotians. Kent Blades, editor of the Guardian, Clark’s
Harbour’s weekly newspaper, pointsto the slogan on his
masthead — “Voice of a People Proud” —as a reflection
of the stubborn, independent nature of the islanders, “I
think local people have a very distinctive value system,”
he says. “They’re upfront about what they believe, and
to a large extent, they don't care about how the world
sees them.”

Eric Smith is, as they say on Cape Sable Island,
"of the people." He is an eighth-generation Islanderand
a direct descendant of Archelaus Smith. Along with his
parents and three younger sisters, Eric has an extended
family of aunts and uncles and countless cousins. He is
probably related, in one way or another, to almost
everyone on the island.

His parents are quiet, shy people. His father is a
building supervisor for the Municipality of Barrington,
and his mother is a homemaker. Eric’s family is not
particularly religious, but he received a good Baptist
upbringing, participating in choir and other church ac-
tivities. Both his parents have stood loyally behind their
son, without being drawn into the swirl of controversy
that has recently descended upon him.

When he wasabout 12 years old, Eric began to think
of himself as being gay, and this made him feel cut off
from other people. “Realizing that this was not some-
thing that was generally accepted, Itended to just isolate
myself, normally staying around the house,” he recalls.
“This was safe territory.” Eric did not try to hide the fact
that he was gay from his parents; he did not, for example,
take particular pains to conceal his gay literature from
them. Their acceptance of his sexual orientation was
gradual but complete.

But in the community at large, it was a different
matter. Some knew, some suspected, some had no idea.
“As long as the issue is not forced on people,” comments
Eric, “they can kind of turn a blind eye to it.”
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At Barrington Municipal High School, Eric found
himself set slightly apart from other students. In Grade
Ten, he became the first boy in the school’s history to
take home economics instead of industrial arts. (He had
to get a special note of permission from his parents for
this.) It was here, in home economics class, that he
received the best sex education he has ever received —
all from a woman's perspective. One presentation he
fondly remembers giving that year was on the “Irregular-
ity of Menstrual Cycles.”

Eric wanted to teach. Atthe age of 17, after graduat-
ing from high school, he left for Teachers’ College in
Truro, still “in the closet.” For two of his three years in
Truro he was involved in a relationship with a woman.

He returned home in 1978 to teach at Clark’s Har-
bour Elementary, a school built by his grandfather. Eric
loved it. In addition to the regular curriculum, Eric
thought it was important to bring out the moral issues
involved in day-to-day life, and to help children appre-
ciate the need for tolerance. “We seemed to do more
than most classes did on teaching individuality,” he
remembers. “Kids would use terms like ‘nigger’ or ‘Jew’

or ‘fruit’.... Most of what we would end up talking about
is that everyone is different in one way or another.”

Sex education is first seriously broached in Nova
Scotia in Grade Six, which Eric taught. He was careful to
follow the official curriculum, concentrating on repro-
duction and puberty. If children wanted to talk about
birth control or abortion, he remembers, “I told them
they’d have to talk to their parents about it at home.” In
his nine years of teaching at the school, he received one
complaint about sex education — from a mother upset
that her child had seen a film showing puppies being
born,

Eric looks back on those years with fond emotions.
He loved his job, and he gradually grew out of the self-
imposed shell of his teen years. He started (o participate
more in the community. Although his family tradition is
Liberal, neither of his parents were especially interested
in the political life on the island. Eric, though, had been
introduced to politics at the age of twelve by his father's
sister, whom he remembers as the type “who was always
out at Liberal meetings and at the polls.” Now, he
plunged into Liberal Party work on the island, and even
served for a year as president of the Shelburne County
Liberal Association.

It was through his involvement in the Liberal Party
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that Eric first came to know the Halifax gay/lesbian
community. Eric often travelled to Halifax to autlend
Liberal meetings, and during the evenings, he would go
with friends to Rumours, the city’s gay club. Although
Eric did not publicize this aspect of his life back home on
the Island, he realized that many people in the commu-
nity were aware of his gayness. At the time, it did not
seem o matter.

“I guess it surprised me when the gay thing started
to become an issue,” says Eric. “I was president of the
(local chapter) of the Nova Scotia Teachers’ Union, I was
president of the Home and School Association for three
years, and president of the Liberal Association for a year,
but people managed to overlook it.”

(This attitude toward homosexuality has prevailed
for many years in most Maritime communities. Gays in
small towns and villages have been known to their
fellows as, perhaps, “odd,” and might be the subject of a
knowing wink or chuckle among the townspeople. But,
as long as a person's orientation and practice weren't
overt, he orshe could often playan important role in the
community.)

Eric thinks he was exposed to the AIDS virus at the
February, 1986 Nova Scotia Liberal leadership conven-
tion. Although he was well-informed about AIDS and
had been practicing safe sex (sex without the exchange
of bodily fluids, often with a condom) for several years,
Eric and a convention observer from Ontario briefly
ignored the safe sex guidelines.

In September, 1986, Eric visited Dr. lan Cree, a
physician and surgeon at Roseway Hospital in
Shelburne, to be treated for venereal warts. After Dr.
Cree warned himto stay away from the ladies, Eric made
the off-hand remark that, as a gay, he did not think he
would find that to be a problem. Without his knowledge
or consent, Dr. Cree decided to test Eric for the AIDS
virus.

Today, Dr. Cree stands behind thatdecision. He says
itis critical to identify carriers and stresses that confiden-
tiality should be maintained so as not to discourage
people from being tested and seeking treatment.

But in Eric's case, confidentiality was completely
compromised. Roseway Hospital had never before dealt
with a case of AIDS, and rather than using codes to
identify patients, the hospital displayed Eric's name on
medical charts forall the nurses, lab technicians, doctors,
and receptionists to see.

“There is no hope of confidentiality in a small
community,” comments Dr. John McCurdy, Eric's per-
sonal physician at the Causeway Medical Centre in
nearby Barrington Passage. Even though the media have
blamed Dr. McCurdy’s secretary for leaking the news
about Eric's condition (she was allegedly concerned for
the welfare of a granddaughterscheduled to enter Grade
Primary at Clark’s Harbour Elementary School in the fall
of 1987), Dr. McCurdy says rumours were flying around
long before his secretary said anything and believes that
the blame was really shared by everyone at the clinic,
“because we hadn't had a case before... Eric was really a
victimof the fact that we didn’t have a systemin place for
AIDS." Eric hasasked Dr. McCurdy notto take any action
against his secretary for the leak.
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By the last weeks of the 1986-87 school year, Eric’s
private life was a public affair, and he felt that the
Shelburne County District School Board had to be for-
mally told the facts of the case. When he explained the
situation to them, the Board immediately asked Eric to go
on sick leave for the remainder of the 1986-87 school
year.

Eric resisted this initial effort to get him out of the
classroom. He had been assured by medical experts in
Halifax that there was no danger of his transmitting the
disease to his pupils, and he stayed on in the classroom
until the end of the school year.

“It was very pleasant that month,” Eric says of
teaching that last June. Qutside in the community ru-
mours were flying, but inside the classroom things
seemed fine. His fellow staff members were all suppor-
tive. The children were relaxed. The only difference Eric
noticed was that they would ask after his health more
often. “They'd often ask, ‘Are you feeling okay? They
had no fear at that time. Nobody started doing poorly in
their work.”

“I guess I got the impression that, okay, maybe this
isn't going to be a problem.”

It was a quiet summer. Eric was away from Cape
Sable during most of it, unaware of the storm of contro-
versy brewing among the Islanders.

Cape Sable Island has a strong Baptist tradition.
There are nine churches on the island — five United
Baptist, two Independent Baptist, one Advent Christian,
and one Pentecostal. The Baptist faith was brought to
Shelburne County by early settlers, in particular Asa
McGray, who founded the first church on Cape Sable
Island, the Free Will Baptist Church, at Centreville, in
1821,

Roland K. McCormick, a former Baptist minister, a
resident authority on Baptist tradition in the Cape Sable
area and a retired school teacher who taught Eric Grade
Seven English at Barrington Municipal High School,
remarks, “The United Baptists now in Shelburne are
probably more conservative than the Convention (the
Atlantic Baptist Convention, the regional umbrella or-
ganization of United Baptist churches) as a whole.”
Fishermen, he adds, take their religion seriously, be-
cause they see it as “something you live by.”

Many Cape Islanders harbour traditional Baptist
values. They believe that homosexuality is a sin, abor-
tion is a sin, sex before marriage is a sin, and that people
who commit any of these sins will receive punishment
from God.

But grafted on to the tree of these long-held, tradi-
tional beliefs is 2 new, more malign branch. Technology
and relative prosperity in the pastdecade have led to the
spread of powerful satellite dishes on many an island
front lawn. The right-wing, radical fundamentalism of
the American South has made its way into Cape Sable
living rooms and has broughtchanges to many islander’s
religious outlooks. Whereas the traditional, more rooted
religious beliefs held that, yes, many practices are sinful,
they also generally held that the sinner would receive
divine retribution, and that he or she should mostappro-
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priately be treated with compassion, or at least pity. The
fire of late twentieth-century American fundamentalism
has, to a certain extent, replaced those softer emotions
with the harsher ones of scorn and derision.

This new and less tolerant religious attitude was first
evident in the early 1980s, when an American group, the
North East Kingdom Community Church, moved to
Cape Sable. Preaching a back-to-the-land simplicity, the
cult provoked an immediate and violent reaction from
some residents.

“Some of the ‘good Christians’ in the area decided
they didn’twant the cultthere,” Eric remembers. Accord-
ing to him, Community Church members lived by values
that stressed compassion and concern for their fellow
citizens. They ran a machine shop, did house repairs,
and sold the fish they caught and the bread they baked.
“People were saying, ‘Our businesses are going to be
wiped out,”” says Eric. “The public meetings began. At
one point, a group of islanders tried to pressure Immigra-
tion officials in Halifax to throw the cult out of the
country.” The harassment eventually drove the cult
across the causeway to nearby Barrington Passage.

The Island’s educational system had recently been
almost as unsettled as its religious life. The local School
Board wanted to reorganize the Island’s two elementary
schools by putting the lower grades in the Clark’s Har-
bour school and the upper grades in Centreville, They
encountered a furious storm of protest from many par-
ents, who took the School Board to court, and ultimately
lost.

Another controversy confronting the School Board
about the same time was the issue of AIDS education.
Reverend Robert Trites of Calvary Baptist Church in
Woods Harbour, along with another clergyman, submit-
ted a proposal to the Shelburne County District School
Board, calling for religious views regarding AIDS to
accompany the Board's own AIDS curriculum. The
Board denied the request unanimously, feeling that the
proposed course — entitled the “Judeo-Christian View:
Male-Female Relationships” — was inappropriate and
insufficiently grounded in medical facts. [See box,p.24].

By the last half of the 1980s, Cape Sable society had
recently been through some stormy seas. New, harsher
religious values were competing with older, more
humane ones. The community had been exposed, and
reacted to, new and different people in their midst.
Issues of education had been on the top of the
community’s agenda. Into this charged atmosphere
walked Eric Smith, Cape Sable Islanderand teacher, now
shown to have been exposed to the AIDS virus.

During the summer of 1987, residents of Cape
Sable Island and surrounding areas started to take new
interest in a topic that, for most of them, had seemed,
until then far removed from their daily lives: AIDS.
Although news of Eric’s test results had not yet been
publicly confirmed, the Shelburne County District
School Board started receiving phone calls from parents
concerned about the threat of AIDS to their children. As
September approached and rumours spread, the ranks
ofangry Cape Sable Island parents swelled. Still smarting
from having lost their court case on school re-organiza-
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tion, many parents threatened to pull their children out
of the classroom and to set up a private school of their
own.

The School Board was caught between these out-
raged parents and its contractual obligation to one of its
own employees. Eric had made it clear he was going to
fight to stay in the classroom, “If they wanta good scrap,
I will give it to them,” he said, when the parents’ cam-
paign began to mount “I'm going to be in that classroom
‘til the School Board tells me to leave.”

Finally, one week before the September opening of
school in 1987, the School Board decided to ignore the
advice of the province’s leading experts on the disease.
Without consulting Eric, it issued a press release, saying
an unnamed teacher at a Cape Sable Island school had
the AIDS virus, and would be transferred to a non-
teaching position in the fall. Eric first became aware of
the Board's action when his telephone began to ring.

“That was the easiest way to get word to parents that
their concerns had been looked after,” he says now. “But
I think the School Board should have shown some
leadership.”

Eric found no more support from the local church.

One of the most difficult problems he faced was trying to
explain hissituation to the people he was closest to, such
as his Grandmother Smith. She asked him to visit her
minister for help. Eric visited the minister, although more
to thank him for easing his grandmother's mind than to
seek spiritual guidance for himself. The visit did not g0
well. The minister did not tell Eric directly to change his
sexual orientation, but asked him instead if he was
interested “in putting more emphasis on religion in my
life.” Eric told him that “as far as the God he was telling
me about, I wasn't interested in that God.” He then felt
his privacy had been further violated when he thought
he recognized details of this private conversation men-
tioned laterina letter in the Guardian. “I'm beginningto
have a lot of negative feelings about ministers lately,” he
now says. “A lotof things that we discussed have become
public knowledge.”

Alter the start of the school year, Eric’s battle to be
reinstated was intensified by the glare of media atten-
tion. He turned to the Nova Scolia Teachers Union
(NSTU) for help. Eric confidently expected to be backed
up by the Union, whose policy — adopted in May 1987
—was that “teachers infected with AIDS should have the
right to continue their employment.” Like the School
Board, however, the NSTU issued a press release on
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Eric's case without consulting him, suggesting that the
Union would not contest the decision to reassign him,

“I'm rather awestruck by this whole thing,” Eric said
on this occasion. The NSTU, he said, “should be making
an issue of this so that other School Boards won't make
this decision.” The problem lay in the way the Union
interpreted the word “employment.” Union policy stated
that teachers with AIDS could continue their employ-
ment, butit was notclearthat they had the rightto remain
in the classroom,

Eric felt that a teacher out of the classroom was not
ateacher, and was not really being employed. If he were
forced to take non-teaching work, his rights were not
being guaranteed atall. The NSTU claimed that its policy
Was to encourage teachers with AIDS to keep teaching,
but, Eric remarks, “That’s their policy, but in my experi-
ence they’re not willing to go to bat for it. They urged me
not to fight, but to try to settle.”

The NSTU finally came up with a proposal to com-
pensate Eric, but the proposed settlement — between
$160,000 and $200,000 — proved to be too rich for the
School Board's purse.

On October 6, the Board reversed its position and
reinstated Eric in the classroom, to be effective October
19th. Eric was overjoyed. “I don’t remember being as
happy before,” he told the Shelburne Coast Guard “I
can’t even think of an adjective to express my surprise.
At first, T thought someone was playing a practical joke.”
He shared with the Guardian his strategy for dealing
with his pupils’ possible reactions to his condition. “The
first thing I would do is sit down with the children and
have a discussion of the whole subject. I'would tell them
if T cut myself they should back off ‘il everything is
cleaned up. After that I would answer their questions.”
He expressed concern about the anti-gay overtones of
the mounting campaign, but reminded the community
that homosexuals have civil rights and that he posed no
moral or medical risk to his pupils,

Eric’s joy was sbort-lived. On October 9, Justtbree
days after the School Board decision, the Concerned
Parents of Cape Sable Island (hereafter referred to as
“‘Concerned Parents”) held a public meeting at Cape
Sable Island Elementary School in Centreville, where
Eric was scheduled to teach in two weeks time. Eric
himself sat in the back of the packed auditorium,

From the start, the meeting had a fundamentalist
flavour — the island's many satellite dishes and televi-
sions spouting the “gospel” of the American South were
having an effect on many islanders’ thinking. The
gathering's main feature was an hour-long American
religious video tape called 7he AIDS Cover-up, featuring
Reverend Jack Van Impe. The video claimed that AIDS is
God's punishment for sexual deviance. A powerful
homosexual lobby, itargued, wants to teach homosexu-
ality in public schools so that, as gay ranks are decimated
by disease, there will be new grist for the homosexuality
mill.

Reverend Robert Trites, of Calvary Baptist Church in
Woods Harbour, and president of the Evelyn Richardson
Elementary School Home and School Association, capi-
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talized on the outrage prompted by the video by offering
to organize a county-wide boycottto keep Eric out of the
classroom. Earlier that day, he said, he had polled all the
Grade Six parents at the Evelyn Richardson Elementary
School. Of those he could reach, he said, 98% had replied
that they would not place their children in a classroom
with a teacher carrying the AIDS virus, and 92% had said
they would support the Concerned Parents in their
boycott.

As October 19 approached, feelings in the commu-
nity were running high. The School Board, fearing there
would be trouble on the day of Eric’s return, held hurried
consuliations with the RCMP. Officials in Halifax were
also consulting with all the parties, trying to reach a com-
promise that might avert a confrontation. Then, on
October 16, Education Minister Tom Mclnnes an-
nounced the creation of a provincial Task Force on AIDS
and Education, with Eric as an appointed member. This
would, conveniently, keep him away from the class-
room. Leonard Pace, editor of the Shelburne Coast
Guard, saw the Task Force as a way the government
could buy time. “The reason the Task Force was cre-
ated,” he remarks, “was because the issue here was so
explosive.”

Eric admits his relief at the compromise decision. “1
was ready to go back to the classroom that first day,” he
remembers, but as the campaign intensified and grew
uglier, he had developed second thoughts. He was
particularly concerned that children whose parents had
decided to send them to school were being threatened
by the children of the boycotters.

Initially, the Task Force strategy worked. Tbe
Concerned Parents called off their threatened boycott of
classes. In Halifax, the 28-member Task Force, headed
by Andrew MacKay, the provincial ombudsman and
former president of Dalhousie University, scrambled
around for a mandate for the hastily-assembled group.

It soon became clear that the storm over the rights of
teachers with the AIDS virus would not quickly die
down. Premier John Buchanan intensified the contro-
versy on October 20, by demanding that the names of
teachers with the AIDS virus be revealed to the public. “I
think,” he said, “the parents have a rightto know and the
teachers themselves would want that.” Liberal leader
Vince MacLean was in agreement. Alexa McDonough of
the NDP was more circumspect. She argued that public
disclosure should only occur when the teacher pre-
sented a health hazard and that the “fear-mongering”
strategy of compulsory exposure would only serve to
prevent AIDS victims from seeking medical help. Two
days later, the confused Premier reversed his position,
saying it should not be mandatory for teachers with the
AIDS virus to disclose their condition to parents.

This controversy at the provincial level was nothing
compared to the furor on Cape Sable Island. Nota week
went by without letters, articles, and pro-Concerned
Parents editorials appearing in the Guardian.

In late January, the AIDS Task Force announced that
it would conduct a series of public meetings to hear
concems and recommendations of Nova Scotians on the
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AIDS issue. The meetings would be held throughout

'Nova Scotia during the month of March, and the loca-

tions included Shelburne and Yarmouth, but not Clark’s
Harbour. Mayor Michael Nickerson, although dismiss-
ing the Task Force as the “AIDS Travelling Road Show,”
also said it should visit the town “where all the commo-
tion started.”

Two days before the Task Force arrived in
shelburne County, the Lockeport Town Council and the
Shelburne Municipal Council both passed resolutions
that would keep AIDS carriers out of the classroom. The
other three local governments in the county, in Barring-
ton, Shelburne and Clark’s Harbour, had already
adopted similar motions.

But the Shelburne Council’s motion was much
more than simply a resolution passed out of concern for
the possible spread of AIDS. It brought a2 much more
chilling dimension to the controversy around Eric
Smith’s case: it demanded that teachers, students and
staff who were AIDS carriers and/or homosexuals be
banned from the classroom. One municipal councillor
justified the motion with the argument that AIDS was
mainly spread by “sodomists.” Here was a disease, he
added, that was “going to make the bubonic plague look
like a Sunday school picnic.”

In early April, the Concerned Parents carried outa
door to door canvass in the Cape Sable area in support
of a petition to ban Eric from the school classroom, even
though he hadn’t taught in almost ten months. “We the
undersigned concerned citizens of Cape Sable Island
and surrounding area are opposed to an AIDS carrier to
teach our children,” the petition said. “If Mr. Smith orany
other AIDS carrier should be placed in the classroom we
intend to boycott the school.”

Perhaps the crusaders’ most significant catch was
MLA Harold Huskilson, who has represented Shelburne
County for 18 years. Huskilson is not generally regarded
as a political heavyweight. The local political scene
operates on old-fashioned pork barrel principles, and
the Liberals are, if anything, more conservative than the
Conservatives. Huskilson does not even live in the rid-
ing: he resides in Yarmouth, and only maintains a sum-
mer home in Shelburne.

Huskilson tabled the Concerned Parents’ 1,700-
name petition in the House of Assembly. Eric, whointhe
past had worked together with Huskilson as a fellow
Liberal, was particularly stung by his action. “He’s at the
point now where he doesn't think gays even have a place
in society,” Eric remarks, “That's his bottom line, and
that's taking it to an extreme.”

Spearheading the Concerned Parents’ campaign
were such fundamentalist crusaders as Linda Swim, who
followed a strategy of putting maximum pressure on the
local School Board. By threatening a boycott and the
withdrawal of hundreds of students, they felt they could
force the Board to take their side. If Eric were allowed to
teach, the Concerned Parents said, “it would result in an
extremely large number of students being withdrawn
from the two Cape Sable Island schools and their being
placed in a private and more screened system.” This
large withdrawal of students would “have a drasticeffect
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on the public system in our Municipality, leaving a
number of teachers without teaching positions and a
lack of funding from lost students,”

No stone was left unturned. Swim, for example,
launched a bitter attack on the Clark’s Harbour Home
and School Association for having sent Eric a note and a
cheque for $500, in sympathy with his bad news and in
recognition of his past contributions,

When Dr. Walter Schlech came down to an AIDS
workshop in Yarmouth in October, 1986, he drew a
crowd of just eight people, most of them professionals.
He took as his theme the absence of an AIDS-phobia in
Nova Scotia. A year and a half later, on Tuesday, March
15, 1988, close to 300 people crowded a public session
of the Nova Scotia Task Force on AIDS at the Clark’s
Harbour Elementary School. AIDS-phobia had truly ar-
rived,

The Task Force backtracked on its decision not to
visit Clark’s Harbour because three different questions
were causing an unprecedented uproar on Cape Sable
Island in the months leading up to March 15: the educa-

tional question of Eric Smith and the classroom, the
medical question of AIDS and the ethical question of
homosexuality.

Initially, the Concerned Parents had concentrated
on the potential medical danger to the school children.
In October, Bonnie Blades of Centreville likened send-
ing her children to Eric’s class to pointing a loaded gun
attheir heads or to setting her two-and-a-half yearoldon
the road and hoping a car wouldn't run him down.
Correspondents in the Guardian contributed to the
sense of panic by alleging that up to 10% of AIDS cases
were spread by casual contact.

Fundamentalists deal in certainties, medical science
in probabilities and percentages. That no case of casu-
ally-transmitted AIDS has been documented in repu-
table medical literature did nothing to slacken their
alarm. Even if there were the “slightest doubt” that the
AIDS virus could be transmitted casually, the crusaders
felt that Eric should be barred from the classroom. “If
doctors know so much about AIDS,” asked Tina Hatfield
in one letter to the Guardian, “why can't they give
guarantees? As long as there is a slight chance of doubt,
I will not take it with my children.” MLA Huskilson
agreed that “until we know something definite, I think
the person with the AIDS should stay outside the class-
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room until it is proven there is no threat there.”

As well as dismissing the doctors as uncertain or
misinformed, the campaigners had developed by mid-
March the image of their local community coming under
attack — from the media, from an all-powerful political
establishment influenced by the Gay Rights movement,
and even from Eric himself,

The crusaders’ stance toward the media was contra-
dictory. The Guardian denounced CBC-TV crews for
interviewing children (who were generally sympathetic
to Eric) without the consent of their parents, and others
in the community were particularly stung by a sympa-
thetic profile of Eric in a national magazine. But, at the
same time, they relied on the media to spread their
fundamentalist message. They disparaged the Task
Force as a “travelling road show,” but then complained
when it appeared the show was going to pass Clark's
Harbour by.

As the correspondence in the local weeklies devel-
oped, the question of Eric's future began to take a back
seat to the wider, more general issues of AIDS and
homosexuality. Many of the correspondents displayed
obvious signs of homophobia.

Linda Swim and some fellow crusaders, for ex-
ample, had by mid-March won considerable political
support fora more drastic approach to AIDS: segregated
schools. As Lockeport Mayor Malcolm Huskilson ex-
plained, at such segregated schools, children with AIDS
would be taught only by teachers with AIDS. In his
scheme, children, staff, or teachers with AIDS would be
removed from the public schools and quarantined in this
private system,

(The demands for segregated schools and for the
exposure and expulsion of gay teachers, students, and
staff raised some interesting practical problems. How,
asked one correspondent to the Shelburne Coast Guard,
were the authorities to define gay? Would heterosexuals
with one or two past homosexual experiences be in-
cluded? And how would these offenders be detected?
Would heterosexuals who were not monogamous get
off scott free? Would all teachers and other employees be
asked to submit to a lie detector test? Eric himself won-
dered out loud if the crusaders would start going after
those who used birth control or who were divorced,
considering that some churches considered both serious
sins.)

In the crusaders’ eyes, the issue was that of a local
grassroots community standing up to an establishment
influenced at every level by gay rights activists. “The
offended parents of Cape Sable Island have their work
cutoutforthem,” campaigner Tom Humble wrote in the
Guardian. “The establishment is going to lean on them,
outflank them, out-manoeuvre them, ‘educate’ them,
and try to divide themand leave them with a tiny core of
‘unreasonable, intolerant malcontents.’ T believe that
grassroots Canadians sticking together can win.” In the
view of editor Kent Blades, the entire “charade” had
largely been the work of the “Gay Rights Movement.” He
thought that the gay rights activists had pressured the
three provincial party leaders into accepting confidenti-
ality for patients testing positive for AIDS, noting darkly
that “Those who are of a gay leaning cut across the socio-
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economic strata of society. Those who speak for the
movement are well funded.” One letter in the Guardian
suggested that when Pierre Trudeau was Prime Minister,
“numbers of homosexuals were placed in positions of
Authority,” and complained, “The Human Rights
Commission is more apt to provide protection for a
homosexual’s job than for a child or adult whose health
and welfare could be in danger!”

By the time the Task Force reached Clark’s Harbour
on March 15, crusading fundamentalists had succeeded
in stirring up a powerful homophobic reaction that was
quite beyond the reach of education or rational argu-
ment. Many of the crusaders had no direct interest in
whether Eric returned to school or not — they lived in
other communities and their children attended different
schools. The key fundamentalist demands would have
removed gay teachers, staff, and teachers throughout
Shelburne County, whether or not they had AIDS, After
nine years of getting along with, and even admiring, a
teacher whose gayness was an open secret, many
people in the Cape Sable area were converted to a view
that any homosexual was by definition unsuitable as a

teacher and as a fellow citizen. Homosexuals were
condemned unreservedly as criminals. Citing the civili-
zations of Greece and Rome, which “fell under divine
judgement when sexual perversions became rampant in
their culture,” Mrs. George Atwood asked, “Should we
then allow child molesters, thieves, drunkards, etc. to
teach?”

When “The Road Show” finally showed up in Clark’s
Harbour on March 15, Eric Smith, worried that he, rather
than AIDS, might well become the object of public
attention, decided not to attend.

On March 15, all the themes raised during the
seven months of emotional campaigning were brought
to a new pitch of intensity for the benefit of the visiting
Task Force. Itfell to the fundamentalist clergy tounite the
themes of AIDS and homophobia most succinctly.

The Shelburne County clergy, though, did not speak
with one shrill voice. A small minority of the mainstream
church argued on behalf of tolerance; a Roman Catholic
priest talked about the “unconditional love of God," and
the Shelburne County Ministerial Association, rejecting
the view that homosexuals were receiving punishment
from God, called for compassionate and professional
treatment of people with AIDS. But such voices of
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moderation were largely drowned in the fundamentalist
backlash.

At the Task Force meeting, only limited attention
was paid to risks to children. Linda Swim (who asked,
“Would you send your children to a leper, when there
was no cure?”) raised the prospects of teachers infecting
students through staple cuts, nosebleeds, and paper
cuts, “Fear is not because of what is known, but because
of what is not known,” she stated. “The most competent
medical professionals tell us that we are only seeing the
tip of the iceberg. All this talk about safe sex is a very
deceiving bunch of foolishness.”

Rev. Bill Bump of the Lockeport Independent Bap-
tist Church put the most influential viewpoint succinctly:
"AIDS is a disease concerned with immorality." Pastor
Edward Burrill of New Testament Church at The Hawk,
Cape Sable Island, said that he had a daughter entering
sixth grade next year. If Eric Smith were teaching, she
would not be going into his class. There were two
reasons, he explained. “One, he is 2 homosexual. And
two, he has AIDS. And I think that's sufficient.”

The meeting was, at times, bizarre. LeRoy Quinlan
of Stoney Island asked the Task Force members if they
were aware that “they (homosexuals) have operations
for their rectums?” Pressing on, he suggested that such
medically-altered gays might well leave AIDS-infested
feces on toilet seats, which, if used immediately after-
wards by school children, could expose them to AIDS,
Dr. Sullivan of the Task Force delicately reminded Quin-
lan that most persons, when using the toilet, “tend to sit
in the middle (of the seat) rather than on the edge,” and
that this removed the risk of catching the virus from toilet
seals.

It was quite a night, the culmination of a careful,
determined campaign. Over the objections of civil liber-
tarians and “queasy liberal Christians,” the fundamental-
ists had succeeded in putting their drastic agenda for
moral and religious transformation before a large public.

The Task Force listened, responded to the fury with
a patient if patronizing tact, and finally disappeared into
the night. It is hard to say if the campaigners were there
to see and participate in a performance, or whether they
had come with the genuine hope of becoming better
informed, but their final message o the expens was
clear: no gay students or teachers should be allowed in
public classrooms. Period.

Portraying Eric as a menace to the community
was the crusaders’ most difficult chore. Soft-spoken Eric,
the direct descendant of Archelaus Smith, did notlook or
sound like an enemy alien. Throughout the storm he
behaved with moderation and dignity, without denying
his homosexuality or speaking harshly of his opponents.
Even the Concerned Parents initially felt obliged to say
that they were pleased to see Eric on the Task Force “as
he has some valuable insights.” Leonard Pace of the
Shelburne Coast Guard supported Eric consistently,
partly on the basis of his personal qualities. “Facing fear
— especially the fear of death, particularly when the
welfare of our children is at stake — always requires
courage,” he wrote in his first editorial on the subject.
“Eric Smith has shown great courage in the forthright
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manner in which he has dealt with the media. What
would you do if you carried the AIDS virus? Would you
show as much courage?” Another correspondent noted,
“This young man has demonstrated through nine years
in the classroom, throughout the intense scrutiny of his
lifestyle and in recent media interviews with regards to
the AIDS issue a maturity, calm and sensitivity beyond
his years.”

Eric never tried to dramatize his position. When he
was offered a non-teaching job at a teachers’ resource
centre, instead of his position in the classroom, he
remarked, “I have studied and trained to work with
kids.... I may decide to take the assignment but 1 will
need a couple of weeks.” When asked about his deep
commitment to teaching, he was apt to say something
about not really being suited to any other line of work.

Despite Eric’'s quiet manner and his efforts to keep
himself away from the eye of the controversial storm,
some crusaders set their sights on him. Linda Swim, for
example, condemned what “Eric Smith was doing to the
community,” adding that “This is not a hate campaign.
Moral standards are involved here and this (homosexu-
ality) is wrong no matter what anyone says.” Many used
the controversy to bring fundamentalist views on other
matters into the debate. “Today AIDS, homosexuality,
abortion and sexualabuse rear theirugly heads time and
time again in our society,” read one letter in the
Guardian, and added, “Each of these issues is at work to
destroy the very existence of each one of our families.”

Eric Smith says be will never return to live in
Shelburne County. Some members of the community
say they would welcome himback. Others are glad to be
rid of the man who challenged their values by standing
up for his rights.

Some of the people in the latter of these two groups
used tacticsduring the controversy that make one under-
stand Eric’s reluctance to return home. Eric remembers
clearly one unsettling incident. Early one overcast eve-
ning, Eric was driving his mother from his sister’s house
onanolddirt road. “Then I noticed a car coming towards
us. Once the man driving the car got close enough to see
that it was me in the car, he pulled over to our side of the
road, trying to drive me towards the ditch. I pulled over
as close as I could to the ditch, and came to a stop. The
car swerved around, and took off.” His mother recog-
nized the man — a distant relative — and he has since
boasted of his act in the community. Eric, sensing the
depth of feeling against him, felt pressing charges
“wasn’t worth it.”

Today, Eric rarely visits his relatives. Just a few
months ago, the RCMP had to be notified whenever Eric
planned to visit, in case of a possible outbreak of vio-
lence.

On May 2,1988, Eric Smith announced he had ac-
cepted an offer of a three-year position with the provin-
cial Department of Education as a consultant on AIDS
education. This decision has effectively tabled, although
not ended, the Great Gay Debate on Cape Sable Island.

It's hard to assess the damage done to the commu-
nity as a result of Eric’s case. While AIDS has brought the
issue of homosexuality into the public eye, it has also
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driven many gay individuals deeper into isolation. Eric
says that one reason he accepted the job with the Task
Force was to contain the backlash of homophobia on the
island. He feared for other gays in the community if the
witch-hunt continued.

There are other teachers besides Eric in Nova Scotia
carrying the AIDS virus. One teacher with AIDS has told
the Halifax press that he would rather commit suicide
than let his condition become a public issue.

Eric’s departure has not softened the Concerned
Parents’ determination to remove homosexuals from the
classroom. “If we find another homosexual in the class-
room, our children won’t go,” says Linda Swim. She says
she has the support of 90% of parents in her community,
and adds, “I don’t feel they (homosexuals) should have
rights under the Constitution.” Although the School
Board hasthus far resisted pressure to ban all homosexu-
als from the classroom, Mrs. Swim is determined to
continue her fight.

Eric himself thinks that his fellow Islanders are
simply too stubbom to back down. “Parents who were
originally concermed about the risk to their children,” he
says, “have over the last few months accepted what the
medical people tell them, but they don't wantto look like
they’re willing to give in to outsiders, since they’ve got
the fight going.”

The Concerned Parents are also trying a new tactic;
that of trying to get Eric fired under Section 74F in the
Education Act, which states that a “teacher should have
good moral values.” Linda Swim has taken particularaim
atatalk about AIDS prevention Eric gave in March, 1988,
to a group of students at St. Thomas University in
Fredericton, New Brunswick.

On that occasion, Eric told the students that the only
true safe sex is sex without penetration, and was quoted
assaying, “Some people say that sounds like second-rate
sex, but it doesn’t have to be. You can make it exciting.
The point is that it is a decision you have to make. You
have to decide you are going to practice safe sex.” Linda
Swim told the School Board that she found the report of
his talk “revolting.” She asked, “Do we want a person
who discusses his moral standard in front of students to
this degree? We don't want our children hearing about
this type of thing — how exciting homosexuality can
be.”

To Eric, his candid talks on safe sex are both realistic
and completely moral, and he believes that as someone
who has faced the AIDS issue directly, his words have a
special weight. “The message seems to mean more if
someone affected is there giving it,” he says. Many
parents, perhaps even some Concerned Parents on Cape
Sable Island, will have gay children. Why can’t they see
that it could be one of their own children who grows up
gay? “I’s going to be that kid that suffers the most,” Eric
says.

Eric wonders about the priorities of the crusaders.
From his perspective one of the biggest problems facing
theIsland isalcoholand drugabuse. Many young people
turn to drugs because they do not have enough to do.

He also wonders if parents have the moral right to
deny their children realistic education about AIDS. “I
sometimes wonder if this is a case in which the govern-
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ment should override the rights of parents,” he remarks.
“If the kids don't get the information on AIDS, the
ultimate result could lead to their death.” He worries
about the way moral issues are treated in the school
curriculum. He thinks they are raised too late. “If you do
it with them in elementary school, at that age they
haven’tmade hard judgements yet. By the time they're in
senior high, some kids have picked up their parents’
feelings. I think if you work at it with kids when they're
young, they can very easily put themselves in the posi-
tion of the person who's being treated unfairly. I think
quite often that the curriculum is designed to please
parents, and that parents don't give kids credit for being
as old as they are.”

He misses the regular teaching, but he is willing to
puta lot of himself into his new job with the Department
of Education. “It’s still education,” he says. He hopes that
the Advisory Council on AIDS, operating through the
Department of Health, will ensure that there will never
be an “Eric Smith case” again. “Dependingon whetheror
not the government is sincere,” says Eric, “I think it can
be made to work.”

For someone virtually driven off an island on
which he had lived most of his life, Eric shows surpris-
inglylittle bitterness. He remembers Cape Sable Island as
a very good place to work.

As the first AIDS carrier in Nova Scotia to become a
household name, he realizes that his future is largely in
the hands of politicians. He is surprisingly optimistic.

“I think in the long run the AIDS issue will have a
positive benefit on how society looks on homosexual-
ity,” Eric says, “because of lot more people are going to

CONSEQUENCES

realize that they do in fact know gay people.”
There will inevitably be more cases in Nova Scotia of RESPONSIBILITIES
teachers with AIDS. The very nature of AIDS makes | PBIGN

confidentiality unlikely. And Eric is troubled by the
thought that the fundamentalist victory on Cape Sable
Island may set a precedent for a province-wide witch-
hunt.

Should he have fought to the bitter end? Eric thinks
not. For him, educating students across Nova Scotia
about AIDS is more important than scoring points on
Cape Sable Island. “To me,” he says, “if you can give
young people enough information so that they can go
out and protect themselves from a fatal disease, I think
there’s a lot of morality in that... There's nothing more
immoral than letting people die because they haven't
been informed about AIDS.” e

FACT OF GOD

Erin Goodman is a Halifax researcher, writer, and
Sfeminist.,
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New Maritimes

Readings

1/ Paul Robinson: Alden Nowlan and the Maritime Literary
Renaissance

Alden Nowlan, The Wanton Troopers
(Fredericton, Goose Lane Editions,
1988, $12.95.)

I heard the news while driving along
the Saint John River. Alden Nowlan, poet,
novelist, essayist, and journalist, had died.
Agedfifty. Gone toosoon. A cultural loss as
painful as the death of Glenn Gould, also
fifty. No more precise and beautiful Bach
preludes from Gould’s piano, and no more
humane and brilliant metaphors from
Nowlan’s pen.

For more than two decades, Nowlan’s
presence in the Maritime literary commu-
nity had inspired readers and writers alike,
If he hadn't personally carried forward our
literature on his massive shoulders, his
influence had nonetheless overshadowed
that of most of his contemporaries. For me,
it didn’t matter then that our paths had
rarely crossed. Once there had been a
“meeting” on the back page of Atlantic Ad-
vocatein his regular monthly column, Later
we met backstage at the Neptune Theatre
in Halifax while he was awaiting an award
from the Nova Scotia Writers’ Federation.
He was then in the company of Newfound-
land poet, Al Pittman, and I was hanging
around hoping for an introduction. What I
remember most was his powerful pres-
ence, the sound of his laughter, and his
gentleness. Now, in 1983, somewhere on
the Trans-Canada close to Fredericton,
where Nowlan spent his most productive
wriling years, I heard the sad news.

Five years later, in the spring of 1988, 1
stopped at Woodstock’s sole bookstore to
browse through the shelves of recently
published New Brunswick titles. It was
there that I found The Wanton Troopers.

Somehow it seemed appropriate that
the first novel Nowlan wrote in 1960 should
have been encountered in the informality of
a small Woodstock bookstore — for Now-
lan, born in the tiny village of Stanley, Hants
County, Nova Scotia, always had a pro-
foundly intuitive ear for the rhythms of life
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in the rural communities and small towns
where so many of us live. For the remainder
of the afternoon, I sat at a picnic table with
the roar of the Mactaquac Dam in my ears
and went back to those early years — to a
lumber town on the fringe of the Annapolis
Valley, and to the story of twelve-year-old
Kevin O'Brien, the central character and
focus of The Wanton Troopers.

The recollection of my brief encounters
with Alden Nowlan are important to me
now as I retrace the impact of what I have
read. For a quarter of a century The Wanton
Troopers had been filed away with
Nowlan’s papers at the University of Cal-
gary. Years ago, Nowlan submitted it for
publication. It was rejected. It says a great
deal aboutthe new stature of regional litera-
ture today that Goose Lane Editions of
Fredericton, one of the superb new pub-
lishers that are changing the face of Mari-
time and Newfoundland literary expres-
sion, has rectified that rejection by retriev-
ing Nowlan’s first novel and publishing it in
this fine edition. What a publisher had
thought marginal in 1960 takes on a new
significance in 1988,

The Wanton Troopers is the first of
Nowlan’s painful and compellingly auto-
biographical novels, and as such is a major
key to the work of one of the region’s
greatest writers. The Kevin we meet in The
Wanton Troopers is the same acutely self-
conscious Kevin we encounter at a later
stage of life in Nowlan’s masterful novel
Various Persons Named Kevin O'Brien.
Both Kevins take us into the hard lives of the
rural poor, lives that Nowlan described
compellingly because they so closely re-
sembled his own.

More than one reviewer has said that

reading The Wanton Troopers has the feel-
ing of looking through a key hole into the
private life of the author — an invasion of
Nowlan’s privacy. Perhaps if my acquain-
tance with him had not been so fleeting 1
would be in a better position to validate that
assessment. As it is, the story can be read as
a depressing account of one family’s turbu-
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lent, often violent, struggle to eke out an
existence and maintain some semblance of
self-respect in a rough-hewn and isolated
sawmill village.

Nowlan’s characterizations are excep-
tionally strong. Judd, Kevin's father, is a hard-
working, hard-drinking mill hand. He suc-
cumbs to appalling fits of rage and (less fre-
quently) to well-concealed feelings of tender-
ness, His life, and that of his family, are in the
hands of the mill owners. When Judd has a job
and some money, he can buy booze and food
and indulge in rare acts of veiled generosity
(aswhen he unexpectedly and unemotionally
buys Kevin a watch). For the most part,
though, Judd runs on the treadmill of depend-
ency and vents his frustration and anger on his
few possessions —the family cow, the pet cat,
his wife and his son.

Mary, Kevin's mother, is equally tor-
mented by her circumstances. Married too
young, a mother before she was ready, she is
trapped in a life without promise. Her one
outlet for affection is Kevin, whom she en-
dearingly refers toas “Scampi”, a playful refer-
ence to his size and delicate features. Her
loving care of Kevin, whether preparing him
for bed, bathing him or dressing him for
church, are possessive to the point of being
sensual. But it is not enough — unfortunately
for Kevin, the bonds between them aren't
strong enough to make her life bearable and
the family unit is broken.

Caught in the middle, in a situation he
can't fully comprehend, Kevin escapes from
reality in books and daydreams of daring and
prowess. School, when it is not made terrify-
ing by bullies, is a mind-deadening experi-
ence. Like other adolescent children, he
fumbles for affection and forunderstanding of
his developing body and emotions. Although
religion might have provided some resolution
to Kevin’s largely unanswerable questions,
the faith available to him is the fundamental-
ist religion of the dispossessed and despairing
—a terrain dominated by terrifying images of
“fountains filled with blood” and ruled by an
implacable God. In fundamentalist culture
(represented here by Kevin's grandmother)
life is harnessed to a chariot of fear. For Kevin,
as for everyone else living in these predatory
conditions, the pain is unrelieved, and the
pleas go unanswered. Here is a powerful and
dark portrait of a way of life.

But The Wanton Troopers can be read
with another emphasis, one that gives it
added and more lasting importance. With
very little fanfare, writers inthe Maritimes and
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Newfoundland are producing the best col-
lection of realistic fiction to be found any-
where in the country. In short stories and
novels an incredibly rich and intimate pic-
ture of life in our region is unfolding. The
story settings are as varied as the provinces
themselves: the south coast of Newfound-
land (The Corrigan Women by Jean
Dohaney, Ragweed, 1988), industrial
Cape Breton (The Company Storeby Shel-
don Currie, Oberon, 1988), a Guysbor-
ough County fishing village (Squatter’s
Islandby W .D. Barcus, Oberon, 1986), the
Miramichi River (7he Coming of Winterby
David Adams Richards, Oberon, 1974),
and rural Prince Edward Island (7he North
Shore of Home by Frank Ledwell, Nimbus,
1986). Sometimes the writing style is as ex-
quisitely polished as Alistair MacLeod’s
Lost Salt Gift of Blood (McClelland and
Stewart, 1976) and sometimes the touch is
as deftly light as Michael Hennesey’s An
Arch for The King (Ragweed, 1984). At
times the impact is as strong as in William
Gough’s Maud’s House (Breakwater,
1984), or as rollickingly provocative as in
Wayne Johnston's The Story of Bobby
O’Malley (Oberon, 1985).

In all these works the focus of the writ-
ing is the same — the lives of ordinary
people in ordinary circumstances, but not
necessarily circumstances that are well-
known and understood. And therein lies
theirappeal and significance. Inlessthana
generation, regional writers have painted a
far more complete picture of East Coast
lives than was available to us in the past.
Rural lives, one-industry towns, the coast
and the sea have been explored with a par-
ticular care. In its special and unsettling
way, The Wanton Troopers adds another
dimension to our understanding of who
we are and where our roots lie. In this
sense, The Wanton Troopers adds greatly
to the literary heritage we all share.

Paul Robinson is a free-lance wriler, con-
sultant and Atlantic Co-ordinator of the
National Book Festival for the Canada
Council.
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Ellison Robertson : In Exile From Adulthood

Lesley Choyce, An Avalanche of Ocean:
The Life and Times of a Nova Scotia
Immigrant. Fredericton: Goose Lane
Editions, $12.95.

Peter Gzowski proclaims on the back of
the book that Lesley Choyce is “Nova
Scotia’s answer to the Renaissance Man,”
but here is no Leonardo’s notebook. Only
one of the essays in this collection was
written for radio, but most of them have the
chatty irrelevance of a radio show you might
listen to while you went about your day.
You might even smile at the occasional
image emerging from the media drone, but
you would turn the damn radio off if you
heard the same thing being repeated.

I admit that, having grown up in Cape
Breton at a time when wearing shorts more
than a few hundred yards from the water
could get you beatenup as an eccentric, I
was not happy by page ten to realize that I
was reading the work of a man who actually
admits to going surfing in winter. I have
tried to overcome the brutal prejudices of
my childhood peers. If only there wasn’t so
much more in this book to irritate me!

Choyce is 2 much better, and more
committed, writer than these throw-away
pieces demonstrate. We find no real sample
of his potential until the middle of this col-
lection when we reach “Blind Allegiance,” a
collage of reminiscences. This, as with a few
other good pieces, is about the author’s life
before he became the self-styled immigrant
whose scattered perceptions and musings
form the first part of the book.

As an immigrant Choyce presents a
disarming sense of uncertainty about who
be is, while offering glimpses of a narrow
certainty about who we are. He tells us in
the beginning he’s escaped from the insane
excesses of big-city America by moving to
the sane rural paradise of Nova Scotia’s
Eastern Shore. He has drawn on that area
and its people inhis fictional writing. There
might be some point in reflecting on the
mundane trivia of an author’s daily exis-
tence during such a period of creation, but
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even this is more ambitious than what we
find here. We are being offered the left-
overs of a working writer's engagement
with his craft. This book possibly makes a
certain amount of sense as a publisher's
clever packaging of an odds-and-sods col-
lection, but it does disservice to Choyce’s
own considerable efforts as a publisher
and editor in this region.

The message of this collection is am-
biguous and sometimes offensive. Choyce
has chosen exile from his adult experien-
tial life and has been rewarded with a
homecoming to his (if not our) mythical
childhood. But this often repeated theme
suggests he’s really just found a place
where he has access to a simpler vision of
urban excess — ATV drivers, duck hunt-
ers, developers — and we are left to won-
der if these aren't also neighbours, the
locals, the culturally bereft heirs of a "prog-
ress" that rolled over their ancestors long
before the invention of Choyce's dread
bulldozer.

The word “adolescent” kept popping
into my skull while reading this book, until
I came to the piece called “The Perpetual
Adolescent” and thought I'd been check-
mated. Then I realized Choyce uses this
term in a positive sense. He is referring to
a capacity for enquiry, for naive amaze-
ment, 10 a lack of numbing sophistication,
characteristics that can fairly be ascribed to
Choyce himself. Unfortunately, he also
suffers from some of the teen-aged writer’s
other characteristics — such as a tone of
adolescent bombast and unconscious ar-
rogance. (Sometimes [ was reminded of
the way high school students write when
they are imitating what they think is the
easy rambling style of a Leacock or
Thurber — before they realize how hard it
is to make this style work without the
leaven of experience and acquired skill.).

The reminiscence "Ciad Mille Failte"
exemplifies these and other diffrculties,
another glaring example of perception
becoming presumption. In this piece,
Choyce describes a summer spent in Cape
Breton during his first exploratory visit to
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Nova Scotia. He meets “Fulty McPherson”
who befriends him, sees he and his wife have
a place to stay, and entertains them with “a
series of adventures,” including the poaching
of lobster.

Five years later, during another visit, Fulty
invites Choyce to go into a gold mining ven-
ture, but Choyce declines because “the world
of responsibilities, careers and schedules had
caught up with me and relegated the island of
Cape Breton to my past.” Years later he visits
Fulty in a Halifax hospital and imagines going
to see him again at home in Inverness, but
Choyce goes back to the "usual things of day-
to-day life" and hears no more about his friend

until he's dead and buried.
Trying to praise Cape Bretoners to the

skies, Choyce falls into the trap of adopting
the same terms as those who denigrate them.

They are enduring, persevering, with a

servant's (or perhaps a child’s?) sneering atti-
tude to authority and innocent of any desire
for progress. After a genuinely affecting
experience, Choyce has rushed too quickly to
use it as raw material for one of the “flashes of
insight” that supposedly let him “see or hear
more than usual”,

1 do not want to be unfair to Choyce. It is
Choyce’s own skillful writing that makes such
lapses stick out all the more. His powers of
description are often good enough to tempt
you to forget in mid-piece that this is all in aid
of another of his self-made “epiphanies”.

Reading this book is a little like Choyce’s
own account of listening to the radio late at
night: “Suddenly, you find something, a sta-
tion that comes through clean and clear with
really good music that cuts right through all
the other crap. You hearthe radio jock tell you
he’s in Fort Wayne, Indiana, or StJohn’s,
Newfoundland, or some impossible Prairie
town. There's something magical about it but
pretty soon it’s gone. You've lost the station
and there's nothing left but static.”

Lesley Choyce can be a pretty good
writer. If you aren't familiar with his work, this
ill-conceived collection is not the place to
start.*

Ellison Robertson is a Cape Breton writer and
artist. Cranberry Head: Stories and Paintings
by Ellison Robertson was published in 1985
by the University College of Cape Breton Press.
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article in our pages that especially
caught your eye -- something you
would like to share with a neigh-
bour, a student, or a friend? All you
have to do is make a note of the
article(s) and the number of copies
you'd like to have. We'll send them
to you in the quantity you specify,
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Erik Kristiansen, Considerations
on Maritime Literature: Janice
Kulyk Keefer and the Search for
an Ideal Community

Janice Kulyk Keefer, Under Eastern
Eyes: A Critical Reading of Maritime
Fiction (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, $14.95),

As in so many other cultural spheres,
Maritime literature has been marginalized
by Central Canadian writers unconscious of
their own regional bias.

Pick up most thematic guides to Cana-
dian literature, read the book reviews in the
Globe and Mail  listen to discussions of fic-
tion on the CBC, and you will find that
Maritime voices, Maritime writers, the Mari-
time Provinces themselves have virtually
disappeared.

Canadian historians and literary intel-
lectuals have defined Canadian literature in
a way that systematically edits out the Mari-
time region. They believe, Janice Kulyk
Keefer argues, that“...Canada’s invisible or
forgotten east has... contributed nothing” to
the development of Canadian literature.
They dismiss the parochial “regionalism” of
the East, praise the universal outlook of
such novelists as Hugh Maclennan or
Robertson Davies, and remain blithely
unaware that, from vantage points outside
the Saint Lawrence River valley, these writ-
ers themselves merely reflect the dominant
regionalism of Ontario and Quebec.

Asa distinctive and vital literary region,
the Maritimes has been virtually neglected
by critics and scholars of Canadian litera-
ture. Maritime writers have been devalued
in the country as a whole, as central Cana-
dian intellectuals have overlooked the di-
versity and richness of a literary
‘sidestream” that may, Keefer suggests,
possess “an authenticity, even a subversive
quality that could make the Maritimes the
thought provoking, if not the thought-con-
trol, centre of Canada.” Keefer may alert
many Canadians to the regional renais-
sance that since the Second World War has
redefined the regional novel and regional

She combines close textual analysis
with historical research — a very refreshing
approach, considering that texts these days
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are alltoo frequently treated as abstractions
having little or no relation to history. Her
kind of historical criticism faces two difficult
challenges. First, it has to show why a par-
ticular text was produced at a particular
moment. Second, it has to show that this
historical patiern was reproduced within
the text under discussion.

It is more because she raises, rather
than resolves, these challenges that Keefer
should be read by everyone interested in
our cultural traditions. In some instances,
Keefer's reading of the Maritime literary tra-
dition is shallow, her historical analysis
inadequate, and her scatter-gun approach
to the central themes of class and capitalism
disappointing. Historically-oriented criti-
cism has to meet the challenge of explaining
why a particular text emerged at a particular
time, and Keefer does not do this. Her
understanding of Martime history is un-
even. She has made a good beginning in
regional literary criticism, but these unre-
solved problems mean that her study, useful
and interesting in many respects, is rather
disappointing and fragmented in others.
Keefer, like anyone exploring new ground,
has made both discoveries and, in my opin-
ion, serious mistakes.

In this first of a two-part review of this
landmark book -- whose cultural signifi-
cance willbe profound --1would like to talk
about how she handles the key concept of
“community” and in particular her interpre-
tation of two Maritime writers, Andrew
Macphail and Charles Bruce, who present
their readers with brilliant portraits of rural
Maritime communities.

Keefer believes that the idea of “com-
munity” lies at the heart of the best Maritime
literature. She is undoubtedly right, but the
way she uses this idea is shallow and dated.
She isusingan old conceptual framework of
“ideal types” of community that prevents
her from adopting a more dynamic form of
analysis.

Keefer prefaces her treatment of com-
munity by making a distinction between
“community” and *“society.” What she is
using here is an “ideal type” of analysis that
uses a kind of abstract model of the tradi-
tional “community” as a benchmark for
research. The unfortunate thing about her
method is that it freezes an idealized tradi-
tional community in time, when in fact,
growth and decay in communities through-
out history.

This approach is too simplistic to be of
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use in understanding the complexity of com-
munity change, whether in the world of lived
experience or in the works of our regional
novelists.

What does Keefer mean by “community”?
She says:

A communily can be seen as an ex-
tended family in which all is beld by, or
appertains to, all, and whose members,
though richer or poorer, share a com-
mon economic base, be it farming, fish-
ing, or mining. Moreover, a community
is a cobesive and inclusive body ruled
more by recognition of what iis mem-
bers have in common than by aware-
ness of what distinguishes and sepa-
rates individuals, orgroups of individu-
al, from one another.

This is not a clear analysis. It is not clear
whether Keefer is contrasting a class-based
“society” with a pre-class “community” or
with a community which consists of only a
single class. Yet a society with social classes
with different interests, and a single-class
community with a commonalty of interests,
are two very distinct types of social organiza-
tion. Keefer’s analysis leads to confusion be-
cause her criteria are so impressionistic and
subjective that “community” becomes a qual-
ity whose presence or absence lies almost en-
tirely in the eye of the beholder.

Keefer establishes two “ideal types,” a
small commodity-producing “community” of
farmers and fishermen, and the modern capi-
talist/industrial “society.” In her “ideal type” of
a small commodity-producing community,
the centre of production is the extended
household, and both parents and children are
actively involved in this domestic economy of
production. Most things are made becaue
they are of use to the producers themselves.
Although some things may be exchanged by
barter or in rudimentary marketplaces, vil-
lages are on the whole self-sufficient, families
are associated with particular pieces of land,
and there is very little economic rationaliza-
tion. This type of economic organization
results in very limited social and geographical
mobility.Such “communities” tend to be so-
cially stable with little social or geographical
mobility, and dominated by males who view
marriage and children as an investment in the
future. Morality is community centred, rooted
in traditional religious beliefs.

Modernity reverses these characteristics.
The traditional small commodity-producing
community is composed of a single social
class, while contemporary capitalist industrial
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“societies” are divided into a number of
different classes based on the individuals’
relationship to the ownership of the domi-
nant means of production. Modernity in its
Western, capitalist form normally means a
highly geographically mobile labour force
and isolated nuclear families rather than
extended households. Capitalist moder-
nity has also resulted in a highly rational-
ized economy based on production for ex-
change in an impersonal marketplace. The
breakdown of the household as the centre
of economic production is the precondi-
tion of a morality that is centred on the in-
dividual, not a collective “community.”

By adopting this kind of ideal type of
“community” as her benchmark, Keefer
suggests a huge gap between traditional,
decaying Maritime communities and the
modern world. And so she deals with both
Maritime history and its treatment in fiction
simply as the story of “decaying” traditional
“communities.” What this kind of analysis
overlooks the more complicated story of
how pre-capitalist communities were
transformed into class-divided societies.
Her approach, in other words, gives us a
freeze-dried “traditional community” asan
abstract model, while the historical reality
(and the way this reality is treated in fiction)
is far richer and more interesting.

Class — that is, Keefer's inability to
recognize class — lies at the bottom of this
conceptual confusion. Keefer seems to
have difficulty in recognizing the existence
of distinct classes. What she tends to do is
look at capitalism, not as a distinctive kind
of society based on a system of production
in which many people sell their labour
power to a few, but as the marketplace.
This perspective is weak. It misinterprets
Maritime history, and distorts Maritime lit-
erature. Without adequate definitions of
capitalism or class, her interpretations of
how “community” is handled in key Mari-
time novels can only be unconvincing.

Keefer knows that social classes exist
in “society” as opposed to community. But
she doesn’t seem to know is that class trans
formations go on inside the “community”
itself. And this is a pity, because so many
Maritime novels deal subtly and sensitively
with this theme, and missing that fact robs
them of a lot of their vitality and interest.

A goodexample ofthe high cost of this
oversimplified view of the traditional com-
munity can be found in Keefer's discussion
of Andrew Macphail's classic novel The
Master’s Wife (which, though completed
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in 1929, remained unpublished until 1939,
the year after the author’s death). Keefer's
analysis of The Master’s Wife is at one and
the same time illuminating and inadequate.

The Master’s Wife is centred on a “tra-
ditional Maritime community” (Orwell,
Prince Edward Island) in the years before
the First World War. This was a time of
profound historical transformation
throughout the Maritimes, although life in
many small rural communities was still
rooted in small commodity production.
Certainly this is the reality in the fictional
Orwell: in these “remembrances of things
past,” Macphail informs us that “a man who
lives on his own land and owes no man
anything develops all the dignity inherent
in his nature.” This ideal of the independent
small commodity producer pervades both
Macphail’s narrative account of his child-
hood, and Keefer's analysis of it.

Keefer is keenly aware of the historical
transformation sweeping early twentieth
century Prince Edward Island. She contrasts
the “roughly equal” lifestyle of the Orwelli-
ans with the nearby “completely civilized”
town of Malpeque. She stresses that
Macphail first develops a “clear conscious-
ness of the facts of class distinctions and an-
tagonisms...” Macphail tells us that Mal-
peque is a “society” with class mobility “in
which the lower members could only by
sheer merit and incredible difficulty rise to
the top”.

Keefer quotes these lines, but she is
significantly silent on two crucial aspects of
Macphail’s observations. She first misses
what Macphail has to say about social
classes. Along with the “lower members” of
Malpeque, the wage-laborers, there “were
descendants of governors, judges, minis-
ters, and statesmen; landowners, physi-
cians, merchants, all with a pride in their
own class, and all living in harmony”.
Macphail’s talk about this “class harmony”
makes sense in its historical context: that of
a time of intense class struggle, both in the
Maritimes and in Canada as a whole. If we
look at The Master’s Wife as a “diological”
text—atext actively dealing with the issue
of class struggle that was so prevalent in
the“dialogues” surrounding class transfor-
mations at this time — and if we remember
that Macphail was a prolific writer on such
themes as feminism, theology, education,
conflict between the classes, and “the disin-
tegration of family life," — we can see the
novel as a serious attempt to work out, in
fiction, some of the serious social conflicts
of the twentieth century. Keefer misses this
/Readings
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general social message entirely, a serious
omission on the part of an intellectual who
advocates a “transparent” and historically
based analysis.

The second silence in Keefer’s study is
ananalysis of the classes in Orwellitself. As
a medical professor at an elite medical
school, Macphail had become a member of
what is frequently termed the new middle
class. Even a superficial reading of The
Master’s Wife should reveal that Orwell was
not, as Keefer suggests, a “community” (as
opposed to a “society”) in which “all were
roughly equal despite incidental differ-
ences in material possessions...” What we
seem to find in Orwell is a “community,”
even in Macphail’s youth, which is com-
posed of a small number of men like
Macphail’s father, who is a school inspector
and a hospital supervisor. The rest of the
‘community” are not at all independent
commodity producers. Each year “surplus
young men and women migrated to Bos-
ton... There they found friends, work and
money..." There was also a supply of wage
labour. The selling of labour power in
Orwell is mentioned several times in
Macphail’s text.

So, in fact, Orwell is scarcely the ideal-
type of traditional “community” that both
Macphail and Keefer suggest it is. It is,
instead, a “cornmunity” in transition. As
well as the rare professional, such as a
school inspector and perhaps a local doc-
tor, we have the traditional small commod-
ity producers (small farmers and craftsmen)
and a supply of part-time wage labourers
and even the occasional full-time wage
labourer. By avoiding any discussion of the
actual social history of the early twentieth
century, Keefer has perpetuated, as myth,
the utopia that Macphail, as a conservative
andsophisticated intellectual, heldup asan
ideal .

Keefer has similar but even more seri-
ous problems with her reading of Charles
Bruce's The Channel Shore , undoubtedly
one of the most brilliant novels of Maritime
literature  Here, Keefer's problems with
understanding capitalist development lead
to a shallowness of interpretation, because
capitalist development stands at the novel’s
very centre.

Once again, Keefer's reading of The
Channel Shore centres on the concept of
community. She informs us that “ The Chan-
nel Shore deals with the interwoven loves
and hates of a small cast of characters within
a tightly bound community.” Several pages
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later she tells us that the “innovativeness of
Bruce’s project in The Channel Shore— his
impassioned attempt to transform, redeem
and, for coming generations, validate the con-
cept of community — can be seen in his defi-
nition and showing forth of community as a
kind of narrative, of human lives as endlessly
interwoven, living fictions.” In the closing
paragraph of her chapter on “community” we
learn from Keefer that “Bruce ultimately pres-
ents a particular Maritime community as 2
microcosm of possible human relationships,
and a given place, the Channel Shore, as
human life itself”.

The Shore is obviously a social micro-
cosm, but in a far more sophisticated sense
than Keefer's methods of analysis are capable
of revealing. Through her central silence on
the question of class relations, she misses one
of the major points of Bruce’s fiction — one of
the major ways in which it is “subversive” of
the certainties of the Canadian mainstream. In
fact, there is something else located at the
scentre” of this text, indeed, at the very center
of the changing “community” reproduced in
this fictional world — the commodity.

Stewart Gordon, whose son Anse is a
major character in the narrative, is a reader.
Keefer points out that Stewart is able “to pe-
ruse Nicholas Nickleby while his farm quietly
falls apart....” What Keefer doesn’t point out is
that Stewart was also a reader of the first
volume of Marx’s Capital. Keefer’s silence on
this point becomes even more strategic when
we find out that Marx is not only mentioned,
but that Bruce includes a quotation from one
of the most important sections of Capital,
Marx's major text. “This Marx,” Stewart re-
marks to his daughter Anna. “Trouble is, you
have to learn 2 whole new language. Listen to
this:

The two phases, each inverse to the
other, that make up the metamorphosis
of & commodity constitute a circular
movement, a circuit: commodity-form,
stripping off of this commodity-form,
and retum to the commodity-form.

“Now," Stewart concludes, “I've got to go
back and figure out commodity-form again”.
Bruce does not tell his readers where this quo-
tation from Marx came from but it seems
unlikely he would have introduced this refer-
ence merely to add spice to an early chapter
of his book. It seems, instead, to provide a
conceptual key to his novel as a whole.

Using the concept of commodity to re-
map an entry point to The Channel Shore be-
comes quite reasonable when we look at
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the political economy of the “community”
described in the novel. In the novel's epi-
logue, we ate given a literary description of
economic and cultural change. Keefer’s
analysis of this sweeping historical trans-
formation is far less interesting than
Bruce's treatment of it in The Channel

Shore.
We remember that Keefer’'s whole

approach to regional social history and lit-
erature hinges on her two “ideal types” —
small commodity-producing “communi-
ties” of farmers and fishermen and modern
capitalist/industrial “societies.” This liter-
ary version of modernization theory re-
moves much of the interest and complex-
ity from a novel like The Channel Shore.

The central character of The Channel
Shore is Grant Marshall, a man of botham-
bition and talent who refuses to leave his
home and emigrate to Toronto or “the
Boston States,” but stubbornly remains on
the Shore. Starting out as a small commod-
ity producer, he gradually changes into a
small-time capitalist. By developing capi-
talist lumbering and eventually by estab-
lishinga mill, Grant Marshall contributesto
a far-reaching change in the class organiza-
tion of the Shore. Around Grant and his
foster son Alan emerges a capitalist class
with their wage labourers forming a part-
time working class.

The Channel Shoredeals clearly with
the decline of pre-capitalist extended kin-
ship bondsand their replacementby a new
capitalist “spirit” that only appears (O €x-
press the collective interest of a transform-
ing “community.” What Bruce describes, in
other words, is a “community” composed
of a single class on its way to becoming a
“society” structured around the existence
of a number of classes.

Bruce was scathingly critical of this
development, as a close reading of the
novel’s epilogue makes very clear. Here
we learn that wage labour involves the loss
of personal freedom. And, as one character
explains, it was to rediscover independ-
ence that the Shore was settled in the first
place:

“Some got pitched off the land when
the lairds beganto see more money in
sheep than people. I'll bet you most of
them ended up bere because they
couldn’t stand being pushed
around. Highlanders, lowlanders,

Irishmen, Catholics, Prolestanis,

Loyalists, all kinds... Only one living
thing they all bad. They will not take
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a pushing round. ... Nobody else is
telling them...”

It is here that the novel’s dominant (but
changing) ideology — the ideology of the
small independent commodity producer,
with 2 communally-based, non-capitalist
economic individualism as its goal — be-
comes quite evident. The next lines are
even more revealing:

What they did, getting out, was pull
off a kind of rebellion. The only kind
they could. Personal independence...
For a while it opened out on this
Shore.... Then steam came, and other
things, and it wouldn't work any
more. A lot went o the States, and
west, and some did all right. Then at
last there was nowhere to go but cities.
When you go to a city, Bill, unless
Yyou're good, in a profession or the
arts, you put yourself under a boss.
You're back where you were a
hundred and fifty years ago. ...
That’s why I'm back, if you want to
know... What could a man do, that
hadventure in it, and independence?
I looked at what I'd got by leaving.
Running water and central heat, and
something — ob, cultivation... Well,
they seemed 1o me to be cancelled out
by the pulling and bhauling, the pres-
sure to say ‘Yes’ when you wanted to
say ‘No’... There was venture in com-
ing back...

This passage draws out the subversive -

subtext of The Channel Shore. It shows
that, in part, the novel is one of resistance —
resistance to wage labour and to the capital-
ist mode of production as experienced on
the Shore itself. It is in this context of the
emergence of capitalist relations of produc-
tion and the beginning of a capitalist com-
modity culture that Bruce strategically situ-
ates his quotation from Marx’s Capital.
Bruce, however, presents the budding capi-
talist, Grant Marshall, in such a positive
manner, that the critique of capitalism
which emerges in the Epilogue is seriously
weakened. Indeed, a careful reading of the
novel leaves us wondering if Bruce is sug-
gesting that the emergence of capitalism in
rural communities is inevitable. Yet Bruce
may well have had mixed feelings about the
transformation of the traditional mode of
living on the Channel Shore.

There is, in shost, an extremely so-
phisticated account of the capitalist under-
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mining of a traditional community in
Bruce’s novel. With a masterful historical
insight, he provides us with a glimpse of the
complex interconnections between the
major centres of capitalist development and
their inevitable influence on the periphery.

Keefer’s analyses of Macphail and
Bruce are good examples of the strength
and limitation of her book. Her strength is
that she maps out what for many Maritimers
may be a new terrain — the fascinating and
intricate world of our regional literature.
Her limitation is that she has looked only at
the surface, and not at the forces lying be-
neath it: the forces of capitalist development
that so many Maritime novelists have, in
their differing and fascinating ways, put at
the heart of regional fiction. »

Erik Kristiansen teaches English and His-
tory in Halifax. He is writing a general
study of Maritime Literature.
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Backtalk

Charles Restino Annotates
a Scott Advertisement
(Daily News,

The Roundup

label  warns: "If
fine spray particles
are allowed to drift
onto crops or de-
sirable plants, they

Halifax, 15 July 1988).

These so-called "weeds" play a
vital role in conserving soil nutri-
ents and wildlife habitat. Elimi-
nated are hardwood tree species
such as maple, ash, birch, oak,
important to maintaining diver-
sity in the forest and potentially
more valuable than the planted
pulpwood softwood species.

[ ]

may be injured or

Spray area.

What you won't be tld is that studies of pesticide
killed." drift have shown twenty percent of the herbicide
may still be aitborne one kilometre from the spray
site even when the wind speeds are zero, In New
Brunswick, crops have been destroyed and live-
stock killed more than ten kilometres from the

SCOTT HERBICIDE NOTIFICATION

s part of Scott’s silviculture program, the
herbicide “Vision” will be upplied on selected
forestry sites in the vicinity of:

s Hardwood Lake in Kings County; and,

Grand Lake and Urbania in Hants County.
MaclLellan Mountain and Dalhousie Mountain in
Pictou County; and Melrose in Guysborough
County.

New Salem, Leicester, New Britain and Moose River
in Cumberland County; and, Higgin’s Mountain,
Belmont Mountain, Biorachan, Mountain Road and
East Mines in Colehester County.

L—TH Herbicide application
The program is scheduled to begin in late July 1988,
The herbicide will be applied by helicopter.

“Vision”
“Vision” is regristered for use in forestry by the
Federal Department of Agriculture. The same product
is used in agriculture where it is known as “Roundup”.

Safety
“Vision™ has been approved by the federal
Departments of Health and Environment. Canadian
Government scientists have concluded that “Vision”

.

presents no danger to health or the environment when
used according to directions,

How much herbicide is used?

Less than two litres of herbicide are applied to each
acre. The chemical is diluted with up to 20 litres of
water. Herbicide is usually only applied once, or at
most twice, in the lifetime of a tree, which is about forty
years.

Why is herbicide used?

“Vision” is used to eliminate weeds on sites where ’

softwood seedlings will be planted. This is necessary to
permit sun and moisture to reach the newly planted
seedlings.

Information for residents
Residents who live within one kilometre of forestry
sites where herbicides will be used will be natified by
Scott before treatment begins. Access roads to the sites
are posted 30 days before application. The signs will
1.01 be removed for at least 30 days following
treatment.

Government approval o+
All herbicides used in forestry are fully approved by
Nova Scotia Departments of the Environment, Health,

For technical or scientific information on any chemical used in
forestry or agriculture, please call the Federal Depurtment of

Agriculture’s toll free line 1-800-267-6315.

Scott Canadian Timberlands
Public Affairs Department
P.O. Box 549D

New Glasgow, N.S., B2H 5E8
Telephone 752-8461

and Lands and Forests.

CANADIAN TIMBERLANDS

— |®Approval by govern-
ment agencies is no
guarantee of safety, In
1987, more than two
dozen people in Nova
Scotia suffered ill effects
from pesticides that had
been used according to
directions.

cides.

Nova Scotia Department of Lands and Forests records
show more than 150 violations of federal pesticide
regulations since 1985 at provincial tree nurseries. The
Nova Scotia Department of Environment has never
procsecuted a case involving the illegal use of pesti-

Charles Restino is a well-known Cape Breton environmentalist.
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