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WORTHWHILE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

Ontario Open Screenings, < coalition of ortists, art organizations, feminists, write
ers, producers, gays, lesbians and community organizers is calling for a week of resist-
ance to Ontario film censorship by showing films and videotapes of a documentary, experi- .
mental, narrative and educational nature that have been banned by or not submitted to the
Ontario film censors. This form of civil disobedience is superior to most of the actions
instigeted by the peace movement, since instead of protesting or attempting to change
government policy it is taking me¢tters into its own hands by finding an alternative to
obeying the state. The state must now either allow the films to be shown or launch a
police raid on the screenings which will clarify the repressive nature of state censorship
(which commercicl film distributors avoid doing by acquiescing to censorship.) Information
17: John St. Toronto M5ST 1X5 (fourth floor.)

WHERE WERE CIVIL LIBERTARIANS AT ZUNDEL TRIAL?

The failure of any of the prominent civil liberties groups to protest the trial,
conviction and jeiling of Ernst Zundel creates & strong suspicion that they are only
really concnrned with freedom to express opinions that a large percentage of their members
would agree with anyway. Once «ny limitations =t all are accepted on free speech, free
speech no longer exists znd the question orly remains of how far from the middle of the
political spectrum the state will allow unpopular opinions to be expressed. What ever
happened to Voltaire's oft-quoted spirit of being willing to defend to the death anyone's
ability to state opinions one disagrees with?

Network is & newsletter of information sand opinion about radical
social chznge. It is published nearly every month at 442 Cambridge
St. Ottaws KIS 4H7. It may be picked up free of charge at various
Jdistribution points or subscribed to at $10 for 1l: issues. Readers
are welcome to send in information or ideas they would like to
share.

ADD TO CCNTENTS: l4-aA Modest Utopia. Received just at press time, this article by Don
Alexander complements the preceding Free School article by suggesting one
route by which a networking group might evolve an alternative community.
Comments by readers on these proposals would be welcome.




NEWS BRIEFS Toronto Gentrifies ' <

TORCNTC-3/4 of =1l low-income housing in Ward 6 (Sherbourne-Bloor-Palmerston) has
been destroyed so high-rent adult-only units cun be put up. Under Ontario law municipale
ities cannot deny demolition permits to owners if zoning by-laws are obeyed. Tenants can
evade eviction only by buying the building themselves or getting the city to do so.
(Canadian Tribune 18-2-85 p.l)

Black Discrimination Still Rampant
USA-1984 reports show blacks make up 48% of the prison population and have three times
the unemployment rate of whites; 174 of every 100,000 black mzles are homicide victims,
compared to 1€ whites. Fathers are absent from homes of 51% of all black children.
(Detroit Free Press 4=-.-85 p8a.)

Canada Backs Star Wars

TORONTC-Critics of the Canadian government's deal with the USA to modernize NCEAD say
it will mean U.S. nuclear weapons in Canada and Canadian involvement in the Strategic De-
fence Initiatives (Star Wars.) The NORAD agreement of 1958 claimed Canadian commanders
were to have charge of Canadian air space, but this was disproven when a malfunctioning U.S.
computer sent up six jet fighters from Comox B.C. which were recalled only minutes before
missiles would have been deployed. Canuda plans to spend $100 mi}lion upgrading existing
NORAD bases and instzlling coastul raiders, $650 million to modernize the DEW line (include
ing basing anti-ballistic missiles in Canada), $600 million for a low-level air defence
system and another $£00 million for a destroyer upgrade program, while $660 million will
be spent on :0 F-15 fighters. (Canadizn Tribune 18-7-85 pl.)

Another Mass Murderer Free
ITALY-The government has released Nazi war criminal Walter Reder, who had been sent-
enced to live impriscnment for murdering 1830 Itzlien villagers, despite & referendum vote
in the village of the massacre which showed only one person agreeing to the release.
(Canadian Tribune 4-7-85 p9.)

Israel Planned Sabra and Shatila Massacres

ISRAEL-A "top secret' document shows that Israel?s Minister of Defence had planned
actions cgainst "terrorists" in the West Beirut camps some time before Bashir Gemayel's
murder led to the Sabra and Shatila massacres. This document states that "Harm inflicted
on civilian population in the course of & purge of a dense urban area such as the refugee
camps wae predicted and tuken into consideration when the action was approved.' (Nation
26-1-85 p7.)

100 New Monuments to Public Stupidity

US4-The incarceration rate (people in jail per 100,000 population) jumped 96-179 in
the years 1973-83, with nearly 100 new prisons costing ¢3.5 billion planned or under con-
struction. There is nc evidence that increased imprisonment slows down crime; North
Carolina's rate of imprisonment is five times that of Minnesota but the two states have a
roughly equivalent rate of serious crime. Although corrections architects advocate '"'campus"
facilities with "normalized" surroundings os the only practical and humane design for
prisons, the publie is demanding harsher conditions. (Vashington Post 3-3-85 pal.)

Poverty Kills Children
USA-The 13 million poor children in this country face a death rate three times that
of other children. More american children die from poverty than traffic fatalities and
suicide combined. Meznwhile chief executives of many large corporations are paid over
$1 million each per year. (Vashington Post 3-3-85 pal.)

Handgun Slaughter in USA
USA-In 1979 handguns killed 48 people in Japen, 8 in Great Britain, 34 in Switzerland,,.
52 in Canada, 58 in Israel, 71 in Sweden, 47 in Vest Germany and 10,723 in the United
States. (Utne Reader #7, back cover.)



NEWS BRIEFS Economic Recession in South Africa 3
SOUTH AFRICA-White civil servants are starting to feel effects of the economic re-
cession the country hos been under since 1982, with yearly bonus cheques cut 30% and fur-
ther civil service hiring suspended. This may increase support for the ultra-right-wing ¢
Conservative Farty. Blacks meunwhile experience un unemployment rate of over 0%, and
those who are laid off are shipped to '"tribal homelinds' where drought makes subsistence
agriculture impossible; their survival is in jeapordy. (Christiun Science Monitor 8-3-85).

South Africa Entertciners Blacklisted

SOUTH AFRICA-The United Nations has listed 388 perfermers who have entertained in
South Africa and are consequently blacklisted from UN activities; it includes Linda
Ronstadt (remember her ot the 1982 peace demec in New York?), Ray Charles, Julio Iglesias,
Cher, Johnny Mathius, Rita Coclidge, the Beach Boys, America, Barry Manilow, David
Hasselhof, Andy Gibb, Helen Keddy, Shelly Bermen, Dolly Parton, Shirley Bassey, Janis Ian,
Lisa Minelli, Neil Seduka, Sha Na Na, Milos Forman (who promoted Amadeus there), FPia
Zadora, Rod Stewart and Liberace. Others including Goldie Hawn are trying to get off the
list by promising not to return. B3ill Cosby turned down §1 million to appear but promotes
Coca Cola, which has = South African bottling 'plant. One blcck entertainer who went to
South Africa is now a paraplegic because he was denied treatment after a car accident.
(Los Angeles Times 74-7-85 calendar pll.)

South Africa Irotests Called
TORCNTO-Cancdians Concerned About South ifrica has called for protests against the
moSt recent errests of top leaders of the United Democratic Front on treason charges,
which combined with massive police violence prove that apertheid "reforms'" are a sham.
The CCSA also urges pressure be brought on Ottawa to make "vigorous representations" to
Pretoria. Good Luck, CCSA. (Canadian Tribune 11-3-85)

N USA Props Ethiopis Famine

ETHICI IA-The U.S. government is taking credit. for providing $19 million in food aid
to Ethiopia, but this should be contrasted to the {775 million military aid Reagan re-
quested in the same yesr for the repressive Turkish government. The USA refused Ethiopia
aid two years ago when the potentiul destructiveness of the drought was first realized,
and also opposed lo:zns from the African Development Bank «nd the World Bank. (Canudian
Tribune 4-7-85 p5.) The USA is ulso supporting the Erhiopen government's policy of
denying food relief to areas in which there is strong guerillu activity, as it hopes to
win the government from its z1lliances with Kussi:z.

Cionada Supplies U.S..Urarnium
KEY LAKE SASKATCHEWAN-While the number of U.S. uranium mines has shrunk from 367 to 15
since 1979, uranium mining here is proceding smoothly ot 1/3 USA's production costs. Ciger
Lzke appears to have the greatest concentration of uranium ever found, and Saskatchewan may
be the source of most U.S. uranium needs in the near future. (NY Times 3-3-85.)

Flan Survival Gathering
WOLLASTON LAKE SASKATCHEWAN-A survival gathering will be held here June 9-13 with
workshops, blockades etc. Information John Graham, Saskatoon, 306-955-3159.

Manitobans Fear "aste Uump

FINAWA MANITOBA-Cpposition to possible nuclear waste entombment here is growing despite
refusal of both Conservative and NDF governments to hold public hearings. Manitoba has also
blocked requests for un arez referendum. The first stage, a nuclear storage test station,
is already in place and residents fear westes from Cenada and the USA will wind up here.
Two U.S. :gencies helped develop the site. Some Atomic Energy of Canada officials have
suggested thut both U.S. and Europeun wuste be auccepted. Inform.ticn: Lac du Bonnet
Citizens' Group, Box 1734, Lac Du Bonnet Manitoba RCE 1AC. (In These Times 1-23-85)



ETTERS AND REPORTS .
IEFRRS AND REFORT Feterborough Activists Stert Storefront

The mission stotement of the 219 Hunter Street collective in Peterborough reads as
follcwe: "Our collective is & non-aligned, self-organized group of people who want to use
their collective resources to support the work of social change and political education
projects. To provide such projects with an affordable, community base which is independenty -
visible and easily accessible to the public, we have rented the store-front space at 719
Hunter Street in downtown Feterborough:

2 1219 HUNTER ST."
PROJECTS FOR CHANGE:
Socizl Justice and Community Self-reliance

Our members are committed to developing a ccllective process which meximizes individual
participation and cocperative skills 4n democ:atic practice and decision~-making. Frojects
accepted by the 219 Hunter Street Collective are obliged to accept our basic agreements &nd
to abide by the decisions and policies related to the use and management of 1219 Hunter
St." A representative from each project is a full participant in our collective processe.

ATRIL 29 4 DAY OF "NO BUSINESS AS USUALY

An april 9 organizer has asked us to print the following statement: "While the Earth
is headed for self-destruction, everything clse continues as if nothing unusual is happen=
ing..." Well, you're not too late. Open your eyes and look around you. 1t may not seem
unusuzl, but there are a lot of things heading us in the direction of disaster. Already
energy producing agencies have polluted the atmosphere. Too many people have been killed.
Womyn are being raped, animals tortured, minorities "killed off" legally. It's time to
take action and put zn end to the pctrons of racism, sexism, militarism, specieism,
ageism, suthoritarianism, fascism and those who try to impose their will on others, those
who oppress, kill, torture and destroy. It's all around us in our community; the pornogras
phy shops and theatres, the fur stores, the banks, the businesses and companies who hold
contracts with the mass mur ering military znd those that rape the earth., Take a look at
the oppression of womyn, minorities and youth. Teke a look at yourself. Here they are
killing you slowly (and they are!) Join in and throw a brick through the window of your
local sleazy sex studioc. We won't tauké any more shit. april 29 is & day of no business
ag usual. Internationezl stop the city dayt

OPEM LETTER TO ANVA RE ANVA'S POSITION ON CENSORSHIP

This letter to the editor from Kim-Mzn Chan and Jack Kern of Peterborough refers to
Kim-Mzn Chan's earlier critique of Pornography Rape War, published by one of the alliance
for Non-Violent Action's three mejor task groups during 1984. She accused the publication
of advocating state censorship of pornography and argued against this position.

What is ANVA's position on censorship? 1Is the position articulated on page 12,
Fornography Rape WVar (Gctober 13, 1934) to be taken as ANVA's statement on censorship and
pornography? There has been no response to Kim-lan Chan's criticism of the handbook. It
is rumocured that the authors of the handbook feel there is little reason to reply: they
agree with many positions of the critique and stand unjustly accused of holding opposing
views. The rumour also has it that the criticism would have been stronger if it referred
to specific pages in the handbook-

Page 12 advocates censorship as a way of controlling pornography and as a means of
reducing the immediate abuse of women and children. Is it or is it not ANVA's position?
(4iccording to the rumour Women's Action for Feace opposes censorship, although page 17
clearly indicates the opposite. Those people actuzlly interested in investigating this
issue should get a copy of the newly published book, Women Against Censorship, edited by
Varda Burstyn (Toronto, Douglas and Mclntyre, 1985.)




AWl OFEN LETTER TC THE CANADIAN PEACE MCVEMENT
editor's note: this letter was distributed in March over the signatures of Howard
Breen, Deb Ellis, Ken Hancock, Scott Mursden and Andrew VanVelzen. Network is in
general agreement with the views expressed, though it has questions about the
continued emphasis on civil disobedience as expressed in past issues.

It is now clear that the peace movement has reached z point when some hictorically
important decisions have to be made. Cne example of this are the plans for = Canads wide
cozlition of peace groups. We believe that the manner in which these decisions are being
made will have a great bearing on the kind of peace movement that emerges in the years
ahead. As peace activiests who wre committed to the building of &« democratic, locally
controlled movement, we have serious concerns about the state of that movement and the
centralism and careerism that are beginning to tuke shape. More specifically, there are
three brozder areas under which these concerns tazke place.

The first ares of concern is the way decisions «re made within the movement. This
has been made more acute by recent discussions on the coalition. It is becoming increas-
ingly apparent that a small group of activists have a clear concept how this coalition
should operate. These activists tend to have positions of power in the decision making
process because they represent large urbun coalitions, z«re predominantly men, and are
committed to & conservative movement with close relationships to the Canadian government.
In a nutshell, they reprec nt the traditional stance of the peace movem nt. Cn very funda«
mental decisions, such as government funding of the movement, they will attempt to push for
decisions before there is un opportunity for a long term, grussroots discussion. They will
employ the use of voting to marginalize and undermine what they perceive to be minority po-
sitions of opposition within the movement. They will clearly count on the traditional con=
servatisim of the peace movement to isolate more radical positions. However, it is decise
ions such as ~wrpsontfunding which will determine the character and politics of any coalw
ition. Fundamental moral and tactical questions are involved in this process. The inevit«
able legitimizatio: of & government committed to nuclear and conventional escalation, and’
the dangerous dependency upon the political and fiscal interests of the state are realities
which require the most serious debate and discussion. We want to ensure that this debate
actually takes place within the movement.

Cur seccnd area of concern relates to the task, essential in the future of the peace
movement, of exposing the facade of '"democratic' politics whith exist in the dominant cul-
ture in which we orgenize. The simple fact, made more obvious by the recent petition car-
avan, is that issues of fcreign policy and of peace and war are not open to broad based
popular control. Mony have come to this rezlization, but do not know how to express this
conscicusness in concrete political action. The population is obviously marginal to the
actual decisione of pelicy mcde in corperate boardrooms, state bureaucracies, and military
institutions. The ceontinucl petitioning of the state to be a means of disarmament cnly
perpetuates its azbility to hide behind its elite, secretive and military nature. If we are
truly working for a society which uses democratic input as the means of policy making, then
it is our responsibility to expoce institutions that are not democratic. To continue the
illusions is to invite defeut in a way that places the blame back upon us and creates in
the long run apsthy and cynicism, and gives credence to instiutions that have lost their
moral authority to receive our cooperation.

Lastly, we cz:l upon the pecce movement to begin a serious campaign of strategies and
tactics which regquire and encourage self reliance and moral responsibility in the Canadian
people. Feace is something for which we must struggle. It is not something that someone
else is going tc give to us. The dependency upon the state to be what it cunnot be only
perpetuates in all of us a default cf personal and political responsibility. Gandhi under-
stood that the Indian pecple would continue to be conquered by the British to the extent tha
they allowed themselves to be colonized and dominated. When people begin to take direct
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responsibility for their lives, and the world in which they live, they develop & moral
autonomy that does not require outside and cuthoritarian blessing for their work. They pass
from being & dependent child to & fully responsible adult. We believe that as a movement

we must begin to throw :cway dependency upon cuthority and power. This will mean, by its
very nature, thut the pecce movement will not be zllowed to be run by a small group of
pecple whose clcim to power rests primerily upon their access to the very state apparatus
which fuels the arms race.

Future actions must challenge «ll of us to chinge cur lives (the products we buy, the
taxes we pay) «nd it can teke root in the various public events we organize. For example,
civil dosobedience auctions a€ various corporate, military and government certres. These
actions will reflect the fazct thit we have stoppel asking and pleading to & government
which demeans our lives. by refusing to cct. We have begun to demand of them and of our-
selves ¢ willingness not to cooper:te with policies we know to be evil, and whose continu-
ation undermines our morzl integrity as a nation znd as human beings. The luck of an alter-
native follow-up to the Peace Petition Caraven Campaign indicates how people become politi-
cally and morally lost when they do not have a vision or « form of actions which originates
within themselves aznd does not depend on how establiched authority will or will not act. Ve
are still waiting for the government to act for us. Yet it still continues to test the
cruise, support Reagan around the world, and call for military contracts in Canada. The
responsibility for action and resistance is clearly in ocur hands. How we handle that res-
ponsibility and what it means for a truly democratic peace movement is really the fundament-
al question that fuces all of us at this time in histery. We invite youwr response.

GAN THE PEACE MOVEMENT REACH THE WORKERS?
by Gary Moffott

kobert Celes, = psychiatrist who has studied working class childr n, writes in the
Boston Observer (reprinted Utne Reader #7) thut the nuclear freeze movement is lorgely
confined to the white, upper-middle class becouse its leaders tanlk down to the working
cless; he is particulaorly upset by Caldicott's acssertion that the public has accepted
"psychic numbing.'" But is there really = "working class?" Vith unionized workers enjoying
borgecis s¢luries, lifestyles and socicl attitudes, ununionized workers hovering around the
poverty line and unemployed workers below this line it would be very hard to define a common
working class interest. If we do for the sake of convenience lump everyone who does physi=-
cal work for wages as '"the working class,'" is it foir to sey that it is proportionately
underrepres nted in the peace movement? Certainly lebour groups zre quite visibledin
peace demonstrations and coalitions. Ncnetheless Coles is probably right in observing that
the peace movement has been domin:ted by an economicully well-off intelligensia. So how do
we secure more 'working cless" participation? Coles apparently thinks we should talk to them
in a different way to get them to join the nuclear freeze movement.

There micy, however, be & more fundumental reason thun poor communications for the work-
ers' leck of interest in the nuclear freeze movement. The nice affluent people who launched
the nuclear freeze movement are much more concerned about what & nuclear war would dc to
their own comfort and survivel than they cre zbout the exploitation of workers, both domest-
ically and in the Third Vorld, that is the real motivation for escalating the arms race. An
all-ocut nuclear war would not be in the interests of the corporate state which controls the
weapons, and whereas such a war could start by accident or alliance entanglements we may be
sure they will do all possible to keep this from happening. We may be equally sure they will
use the weapons to suppress Third World liberation movements, anl a nuclezr freeze would in
no way diminish their ability to do soc. Only workers can create for themselves a strong
presence in the peace movement; nobody else can clean up the AFL-CIO (which has consistently
supported U.S. imperialism) or deman? conversion of nuclear industries (CMCF, God knows, has
tried.) If the peace movement rezlly wants to connect with the workers, it might try draw-
ing links between the closing of North American plants end their relocation in the Third
World with its cheap labour supply enforced by the arms being built. -
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CAN FREE SCHOOLS WORK? 7
by Gary Mcffatt

tost of the material on Rochdale College is from zn article I prepared for Alternate
Society in 1971, which took material from previocus articles by Brian Johnscn, Steve
Grent, Eric LeBourdeis -nd Dennis Westley. Most of the U.S. material is from
Kirkpatrick Sulet's book cn the SDS.

A free schocl movement usually emerges when & protest movement finds itself unable to
chenge the policies of the state by such stote-senctioned procedures as protesting and
lobbying. There was oné in the mid-to-late sixties when we found curselves unable tc halt
the wor in Vietnam (or Cznadian complicity therein)--attempts were made to get some sort of
free school cff the grcund in virtually every m:jor North Asmerican city +nd many smaller
ones as well. I would estimate that those which got off the ground at all had an average
lifespan of three years. Now that we are unable to stop Reagan's arms race escalation
there seems tu be .nother round cf interest in free schools; 1 know of groups starting up
s free school in Cttawa and a free university in Torontce (the distincticn seems to be that
a "free schocl" is run for and hopefully by ycung pecple ctill in the schocl system while
a "free university" involves people cf a1l zges and is not seen primarily &as an alternative
or supplement to attendance at & traditionel schocl.) Before starting on another round
of alternative educcticn prcjects, it might be helpful to try to understand why few cf the
1ast round's projects schieved longterm successS.

The concept cf universities menaged by the students and/or teachers therein is by no
means novel; in the middle ages universities were run by guilds of masters o students (the
students cculd fine & teacher for such cffences &as lecturing overtime, as well as deciding
who would teach, if their guil’ was in contrcl.) ©Such & system was suited to the needs of
the only employer of university graduates, the Church, whose needs were met if the gradu-
ates could discourse learncdly about how many angels can dance on the head of a pin. Nei=-
ther the humanities nor the sciences encompassed a large bedy of information, and as lete
as the 17th century it was possible for one individual, such as Francis Bacom, to possess

a reascnably geod understanding cf every field of human knowledge. However, the needs of
the industrial wevolution called for & more highly disciplined population; just as workers
were herded from their cottage industries to Sork in factories; 8O0 Were universities re-
designed to service the needs of an elitist ruling class with the money and leisure to
consume an education. It was this education which gave & relatively small number of people
the necessary arrogance and sense of superiority to rule not only their own countries but
colonizl empires &S well. Since experiencing discipline was considered 2 prerequisite to
acquiring the credentials to mete it out to others, schools and universities had to be

made intoc unplezsant places where students weuld lecrn to cbey. Control was taken from

the hands of the tezchers and students and placed in that of administrators checsen by
directcrs, most of whom owed their directorships to success in the business worlde.

2w the 20th century automation was reducing the necessary amount of human toil, and
allowing those who rebelled zgainst exploitation of labour to leave the system came to be
seen as a less expensive alternative to coercing them intc participation. So o handful of
free schocl experiments came to be tolercted; these echocle removed some of the more dis-
ruptive and rebellious students from the system and made it easier to contrcl the rest.
The most famous of these experiments was Brituin's Summerhill, whose headmaster AeSe Neill
wrote books and srticles popularizing the revoluticnzry concept that students should have
the option of sttending or not attending classes; most would eventually start attending
when they got bored deing nothing, and in &ny case producing well-adjusted young people

is more impcrtant than cramming knowledge inte them. Students also voted on living condit-
ions at Summerhill, though they do not Seem to have had mach direct contrcl over the con-
tent of the courses taught. Both priary end seconlary level education was offered. Soon
Heill's writings were widely discugsed among those dissatisfied with the schocl system,
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8
and a variety of similar experiments were launched. But Summerhill collapsed shortly after
/geill's departure for the big open classroom in the sky, end most of the experiments modell-
“T after it proved even more short-lived. In Canada, for instance, W€ had Everdale Flace,
_aich evolved from a free school to a university with its own industries, and a free school
run by the Society of Friends as part of their alternative community in Argenta BC. Argen=-
ta's free school lasted about twenty years before succumbing €O & failure to reach consensus
between the students -nd the older community members over alcohol, drugs end premzrital sex
policies, compounded by tension between jdealistic (cnd underpaid) teachers and students from
upper middle class bzckgrounds who wished to retain many privileges they had enjoyed at home
that were incomp:tible with the Argenta environment. Everd.le lasted about half this time,
and in its heyday provided copy for «n excellent progressive cducation quarterly entitled
This Magazine Is About Schools (when the Marzist viewpoint became dominant it chenged its
title to Thie Magazine .nd became just another leftist periodicala)

The free university movement was inspired more by events in the USi than in Eurcpee.
Students for a Democratic Society was founded in 1967, growing out of the perception that
fundamental socizl changes is needed before such ideals as peace and ylack civil rights can
ve fulled. Discussion groups quickly formed on the mejor campuses; in the spring of 19¢4 a
aumber of Berkeleyites created a New Schocl, with courses such as "americén History and the
Growth of Empire,"' "Dream FPolitics and the Cold War," and wproblems of the City in Contemp-
orary America." The Free Speech Movement combined a successful sit-in with spontaneous Sem=
inars on & variety of topics, &nd DY 1965 the idea of alternative, rather than merely reform=-
ed, universities began to be taken seriouslye SpSers hommered out a concept of a 'free
educational atmosphere'' whose features would include open admission, nrelevant'' coursesy
unrestricted curricula, community service and radical development. Local chapters were to
set up their own universities 2nd establish a communications nete Some of the schools
offered only a handful of courses, others dozens; topics included Marx and Freud, & Radical
Approach to Science, Ethics and Revolution, Life in Mainland China Today and Neighbourhood
Organization and Nonviolence. DMost schools asked no or token fees; almost anyone could
teach and there were no restrictions on subject matter (a minority of places did discourage
rightwing oT pro-Establishment courses.) Film making, contemporary literature and '"'street
poetry,' body movement and kerate, hippie culture and the student revolt, Zen Basketball,
Paper Airplenes and Feople were among the courses civertised. The free universities
encouraged students to take responsibility for their own needs and education, and stimulated
potential radical organizers. By 1970 some 500 were estimated to be functioning, Ssome
already co-opted by existing universities OY specizl interest groups sz1though the ma jority
retained the idea of resisting established institutions to the end.

Typical was the one organized by SDSers ot the University of Pennsylvania on & $300
budget in 19663 starting out with & hendful of ccurces on social change, within months it
had dozens of courses .pnAd over & thousand members including college students, dropouts,
community people and Leary disciples. Under the impetus of the free schocl, students
began organizing projects in Philadelphia neighbourhoods, putting pressure on the univer-
sity itself for educational reform, .nd researching the university's complicity in the
governmental war machine through its chemicel @nd biological warfare research centre on
the campus. Within & year, however, the university had lost its focus on political

change as the original SDSers graduated, increzsing influence fell to unradical university
faculty members, the number of courses increased and the SDS connection w&s severed to be
replzced by & broad-spectrum steering commi ttee with disparate political views. By 1968
only 15% of the courses were political -nd the university promised to run courses of its
own along similar lines if the student government took over. With the original radicalism
gone there was little resistunce to this liberal swallow-up. Other free universities suf-
fered similar fates, with liberal administrators using their rhetoric, analysis &nd some=
times manpower to coO-opt their programs and establish elitist forms of nexperimental’




colleges inside of;, although quarantined from; the existing educational system. Liberal
student organizations sae depoliticized free universities &s zgents of reform within vhe
university system, ¢nd in 1968 the Ford Foundation gave a §305,000 grent for this purpcse.
The SDS began to sour on the free universities in early 1967 because they were taking
activists away from the existing campuses, and the organization!s ultimate adopticm of
violent revolutioncry rhetoric termineated its empathy with this form of social reform.
Nonetheless, the free universities helped inspire such slternative institutions &g t£oe
underground papers, Liberztion News Service, Newsreel and the Movement Speakers Buredau;
research organizations like the African kesearch Croup, North American Congress on Latin
america and the Pacific Research Institute; verious theatre groups like the Dree? an:
Puppet Theatre and the San Francisco Mime Troupe; local community-crgénizing groups in
various cities; new political groupings like the National Conference for New Polictico, the
Peace and Freedom Party, and the early Black Panther group in Lowndes Ccuntys profassion:
organizations such as the Medical Committee for Human Rights, Healthpax, and the New
University Conference.

ot

4 variation in the standard cycle of the rise and fall of free universities occurred
in Toronto, where an l8-storey highrise was built to house that city's experiment. n
1936, four theology students at the University of Toronto had begun the Campus Co-opavective
Residence Inc., designed to offer cheap alternctives to the university's residences.
Owned by its members, the Co-op had by 1959 acquired four houses and rented z fifth. =t
this point, it hired as its general maneager 19-year-old Howard Adelman, who by skillful
manipulation of money bought up several houses in the university areaz and began seekiny
backing to build a high-rise residence. By the mid-sixties the co-opD houses were SponsCTing
seminars and guest speakers on & numder of free university oriented topics. To muny 1
members, building a highrise where large numbers of people who shared an interest io
universities could live and work together seemed a logical extension of the principie
student-controlled residences and curricula. Some members of the Student Union for
Action (Canada's version of the SDS) weren't so sure; they feared that potential stuaes
radicals would be diverted into a struggle to maintain the community &s an end 1n ii°°
Doubtless some of the liberal politicians who initially supported RCchdale hoped tl:
happen; for instance, Onterio's Lousing Minister helped the project get & loan from ti
Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation and became & director for one of the sudsic
of the company that developed the highrise, khevenue Iroperties. It was decided
college Rochdale, cfter the Lancashire town where -8 weavers had in 1844 opened the Co-
operative grocery store that formed the basis of the now world-wide co-operative movement.
This cerried an implication that Rochdale would be self-governing, and in 1969 Co-op
College gave Rochdale self-governing powers, along with the responsibility of meating
mortgage payments for which Co-op, as Rochdale's legzl owners, was theoretically wesponsionie.

To get the money to build Rochdale Co-op College had to deal with rhe state, anf the
state never gave it a fair deal. The CMHC loan covered only 90% of the cost of buiic:
Kochdale; to cover the other 10% Co-op was forced to artificially inflate the value
land it had assembled on the busy midcown corner of Blcor and Huron in order to infliste the
CMHC mortgage. By refusing to grent Rochdale the status of an educational institution, the
federal government cheated it not only of the 10% grant which such insitutions norm:.ly
receive to cover the part of the construction cost not included in CMHC loans but alzo of
important tax rebatess the municipal geovernment also refused Rochdale tax exemption .S &n
educational institution. These set-backs, coupled with an unexpected increase in T
capital costs due to a five-month construction delay (the fault of Alscott Construct.om Co.,
then a partly-held subsidiary of Revenue Properties) broke the project®s shoestring udget.
The regular payments on the CMHC mortage were set at an unrealistically high level which
assumed that rooms toc small for more then a single person would be rented as doubles znd
failed to take into account heavy maintenance ccsts. In 1970 CMHC discovered throuj.i a
study that even with full occupancy (unlikely in & building inhabited largely by young
people) the mertgage payment could not be met; it then issued an eviction notice.
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These financial problems were largely responsible for the other difficulties that
plagued Rochdale. For instance, the need for rent income forced it tc open in the fall
of 19¢8 while construction was still going on, and university students busy with the busy
work their degree courses entailed could not cope with the dirt, noise and disorganization.
Many cof them left after the first month, and their abandoned space was quickly filled by
crashers end freelozders attracted by the building's wide open access. This discouraged
many of the original enthusiasts whom Rochdale had hoped to use as resource pecple such as
poet-publicher Dennis Lee, novelist Matt Cohen, Science Fiction writer-anthclogist Judy
Merril, members of the short-lived Schocl for Social Theory end Mel Watkins, who was pres-
ident of the Rochdale governing council before Ottawa invited him to join a task force on
foreign ownership. Their departure reduced Rochdale's zbility to function as a free uni-
versity. At sbout this time Toronto police drove the youthful hippie-bchemian population
from Yorkville Avenue, which the city had decided to convert to expensive stores, and many
decided Rochdale would be a good place to resume hanging around. Resentment over being
asked to pay large emounts of rent for infericr housing (the four elevators frequently
broke down) led & growing number of tenants to resist rent payment. Many of those who
came to ROchdale did not know how to handle the freedom, znd responsibility, to provide
their own tidy environment and cc-operation. Bikers and drug dealers soon came.

There were still & number of people at Rochdale seriously determined to uphold its
original mandate of providing a free university; in the spring of 1969 they established
a strong-arm security force to evict undesirable tenants and crashers, and also acknow=-
ledged the need to meet the problems of the youth culture Rochdale had attracted, rather
than the student culture it had hoped to attract, by cpening Flo's Ferlour and Health
Clinic, which dispensed quick care toc both residents and on-residents with health problems.
It helped many young and poor people who were reluctant to attend regular clinics because
of the condescending cr insulting attitude of their staffs. Volunteer physicians were to
be in-attendance several nights a week, with the rest of the staffing done by volunteers
whose qualifications as advertised in the Rochdale Daily were to include such things as
"a cocl head in a crisis, some medical knowledge and experience; knowledge of drugs and
freaking; not tod-straight in thinking'" and so fo.th. Since these two measures were
somewhat contradictory--nonresidents with health problems had trouble getting by the
security force at the entrance to sttend the clinic--another free clinic for non-residents
was established (and staffed to some extent by Kochdalers) cn nearby Dupont Street. The
security force was known to attack outside drug dealers with fists and massive dogs while
tolerating dealing by residents; this led to numerous police raids which might have found
a total of about 20 pounds of marijuana, and similarly unimpressive figures for other
drugs. Although it was never proved that more drugs were used at Rochdale than in acdmin-
istration-controlled student highrises, kochdale's im:ge as a "hippie haven' and ''shoppers
drug mart" persisted, fanned by all three Toronto daily pepers which saw in kochdale a
gold mine for finding or inventing sensationalist news copy.

When Rochdale was first started, it was envisu-lized that there would be a number of
structured seminirs differing from those of & regular university only in that the students
would do the structuring and. be motivated by & desire for knowledge rather than a degree.
Although some such courses were always available (during cone month in 1971, for instance,
courses were advertised in judo, offset printing «nd contemporary Marxism) there was a
greater tendency for the residents to acquire their knowledge by informal meetings with
those interested in sharing their ideas than in regular seminars. Rochdalers started such
projects as attracted- their own interests and mede them availcble to anyone who wished to
come to learn, with the college supplying the facilities through which residents could
structure their own learning program--community lounges on each floor, a library and space
for various projects. These included the afore-mentioned Free Youth Clinic (Rochdale
guaranteed its rent when it moved to Dupont Street and added a free store on the initictive
of the l4th floor commune), Coach House Fress which was supported by the college while
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>h-quality oook and art printing business, Theatre Fasse Muraille, ccramics
o -opsg the Nishnawbe Institute for-Indian Studies, a library, filmemakers -
:o*ﬁp‘ hyﬂ:;po project, vegetarian restaurant, classic film.cinema, pottery kiln,

1

er

n;;:,tles, leathercrafts, woodworking, 3 loom and musical instrument me
tc. Some of these projects moved out of RCchdale after using the college to bring together
h people to function independeatly, others remained until the eviction. There wvere

>f special events including a visit by poet 4llen Ginsberg and a three-wetk

a T Y
Festival of Underground Theatre. It should also be mentioned that residents of certain
flecrs, discouraged by problems creating a2 real sense of identity or community among 3850
-pecple,; turned their own floor wings into ‘separate-co-operatives with a shared entrance and
{(after initial opposition by Rochdale ccllege) block rental fees Scme of these communes
mzintzinad 2 conspicuous idnetity; for instance the 14th floor operated the Dupong St. free
store, helped organize a food co-op and initiated or supported several cther social ﬁrojects

and ConcerrCF the sixteenth floor housed a music commune with instruction in piano and
Many of these projects survived the mass eviction of Rochdale’s tznant
a senior citizens home) to function independently, at leas

S
.
C

Several cther highrise student residencec were built in Canzda at about the sam= tine,
soniz of them by the szme company Revenue Froperties, but the only other one that was
1olled by its members rather than an cutside administretion was Pestalosuzi Colleze in

z. It avoided many of the disruptions that had plagued Rochdale and remainad a
¢ -maneged student residence with Pesources for-a variety of courses to-share skills and
ideas. Mowever, it collapsed at about the same time as-Rochdale for the same basic re
bility te meet unreasonably high mortgage peyments, and became just another administrat-
ion~controlled highrisas primerily for students. All education facilities were removed,

since more money could be made from renting their -spizce to extra residents.

e schools and universities which waxed and wened in the sixties were larzely &
by=1 :'s protest movem.nt, which-went through four stages: {1) a eval
pha society workable by reforming particular problems such as the

-ms race znd absence o;'b ack civil rights (a majority of people in the movement nevar got

beyoad.this stage, and many still participate in-single-issue protest movements) {2} =

zal stage when such groups as SDS and SUFA came to-.see that only basic - social-chin

carn. make specific reforms possible (3) 2 feminist phase when some of the radicals chal
' ! @ of their own movements ~n? formulzted new ethics for interper;onu

o disintegrative phase when divisions between those ir each of the first

compounded by successful Establishment attempts to buy off the libercls.

e, Canada the Company of Young Canadians was formed -to-separate “these -who

mbrevg wanted to be in socially relevant projects from the radicals in SUPA who saw the

social change; when SUPA collapsed the CYC was disbanded.) To buy off the

student movement which had spawned szlternative education projects the power structurs did
not need to halt its war in Vietnam or m.ke more thzn token concessions to the black:; al

it needed to do was tc appear wiiling to remedy some of the more popular criticism ‘:velled

at the school system- At the elementary level,"open classrdoms’ where cach student could

progress at his or her individual learning speed weré discussed znd in ¢ few cases izp

mented. Secondary school students were given more -choice cof courses,_ less cnerous cis

linary regulations and more freedom 'to choose their physical appearance. The universities,

4

#s we have seen, fiddied with various concepts of self- directed study courses borrowed
from the free universities but modified to maintcin control by the administration. tnce

the protest movement subsided azrd the free universities were--disbanded or co-opted, most
of these reforms were rescinded.

The free universities lasted only &s leng as their founders, mainly students ani/or
refugees from tle universities, saw themselves us university students-znd remained within
the zge group when one generally goes to university. They lirgely failed to transmit
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their concerns outsice their own ageé group (though they did reach non-university students

of similar age) znd when they "outgrew' university there wus no one to whom the torch could
be passed, other than sdministrative liberals who were only too happy to take control and
purge the universities of their radical content. Attempts by secondary school students to
establish free schools generzlly had even shorter lifespzns, partly because they were also
very much & peer group activity znd partly because they lccked the organizing skills of
their university counterparts. What did survive were some of the primery level private
schools whose sponsoring pérents have some degree of sympathy with the ideals of free
schools so long ss it is the parents rather than the children themselves who do the major
share of curriculum planning. Limited to a hendful of children from affluent families,
these schools are tolerated because they cznnot change the direction of the System.

So here we are in the mid-80s with basiczlly the same situation we had in the carly
60s, when George Crant (then of MacMaster) complained that ''the progressive hope in American
education wus gradually emptied of all content except means to technological regularior
and expansion,'" while C.W. Gonick of the University of Manitoba suggested that boards of
governors consisting of prominent businessmen are not the basic problem; replacing them
with faculty members would be to little avail so long as the main purpose of the university
is "to train people tc serve the economy rather than to foster learning, creativity arnd
scholarship." The schools continue to instill virtues sssociated with holding a salaried
job--tidiness, punctuality, obedience etc.--rather than the self-reliance and creat.vity
that will be needed by the increasing proportion of gradustes who can't find or won't
want such jobs. The schools also ignore the new needs sutomation and cybernation have
created; since the nature of one's work can be expected to change every few years anyways,
what is most needed is the ability to think creatively and innovatively. This cannot be
instilled into one perscn by anothers it can cnly be developed by providing an environment
for learning which encourages free thought and expression. Free schools are much more
capable of providing such an environment than the tradi tion-enmeshed, bureaucracy-rilden
school system. So the need is still present and the time may be ripe for another attempt
to fill this need. .

However, new appro:sches must e considered if the altermative education experinents
of the 80s sre to avoid repeating the mistakes and early demise of their €0s predeca3SOY¥S.
Most of the €0s projects were Jesigned to meet the needs of one particular peer or interest
group; for longtari survivel (assuming that this is a gozl) the project must transcend the
needs of individual segments of society; particulearly when, as is especially true ic the
case of high school or college students, this segment is likely to be a short-lived one.
The oppression faced by children, students,swestshop workers, battered housewives, pris-
oners, the unemployed etc. may wear different masks, but it is all part of the same ex-
ploitive system. We must therefore work to creat2 & sence of community among the varicus
social elements working for a better society. It is doubtful thot we cen do this using
such words as ''school" and "university,'" which to many of the people we are trying =0
reach have negative connotations implying structures that have been set up to thwarc
rather then encourage the learning experiences we are trying to facilitate.

Once it abandoned its preconception that it would be primarily serving university
students by providing them with structured seminars, Rochdale was able to start serving
the community it actually had attracted by creating nealth clinics, craft facilities etc.
to meet their needs. Rochdale was moving towards the creation and servicing of an
alternative community when CMHC pulled its plugs though its identification in public con-
sciousness with drugs and "hippie ' lifestyles limited its appeal largely to young cdults.
This unfortunate public image was & result of trying to concentrate everything in c¢neé
physical space; besides creating unsolvable financial problems, this concentration gave
the enemies of self-managed lifestyles an 41l-too~visible target to destroy. In many




ways Detroit Open City, which opercted for a shorter period at about the same timé53was d

more attractive model; here « variety of co-operztive and self-menaged businesses, services
and study groups was spreazd over an urban area and linked by a community switchboerd. The
bgsic problem that killed this project was over-centralized contrcl in the hands of one
charismatic lesder end its accompanying resentment. Many of the prcjects staerted by Cpen
City survived the demise of the central switchboard, but eventuzlly withered because they
were deprived of the support Cpen City had provided,

I would therefore propcse that those of us concerned with creating an alternative
society begin by networking the verious cities or rural areass we live in through a commun-
ity switchboard (ie ¢ regularly staffed telephone where people can call tc get information
about services they need, speciual events etc.) This would ideally be re-enforced by =
periodical and/or peopleis yellow pages, but in «n ideal situation new activities would be
generated so quickly that no printed publication could cover them &ll. This switchboard
(or whatever other networking mechznism is cdopted) must itself be a community project, rum
by pecple representing a broad spectrum of the alternative enterprises happening in that
areaz who can extend the networking through and beyond their own projects. Besides net-
working existing services, social change groups, study groups and so on, the switchboard
could create additional ones by plugging people with similar interests into one anocther.
Anyone wishing to stert a group or project could use the switchbozrd to find out who else
is interested, end switchboard members could use the network to try to start groups to
fill whatever needs they perceive the alternative community to be lacking. All that is
needed is enough money to acquire a business telephone, a space to house it and enough
serious commitment to kezp the line open during regular hours (if a2 larger space is avail-
able, the switchbozrd could be combined with some other needed facility such as a reading
room or a free store.) T believe that this model would require little more energy than
setting up a more narrowly defined free schoocl or university, and yield far greater returns.

UTNE ACCESSES LEFTIST ARTICLES

There has always been 2 need for a leftist Readers Digest which would carry excerpts
and summaries of articles in various progressive journals, whose total volume is far too
great for any individual to sift through. Much of this need is filled by a relatively new
publication called the Utne Reader, now in its 7th issue. It is the work of a collective
which meets regularly to discuss the members' reading @nd link information in various relat-
ed articles; sometimes clusters of articles aroun a central theme are excerpted or summar-
ized. With bimonthly publication and 178 pages it has room to present 2z number of articles
in either their entireity or &« condensation long enough to include the major points, as
well as shorter excerpts «nd summaries of an even greater number of articles. The matericl
is presented in an zttructive physical formet and the cost (§4/issue) is large but not
exorbitant. Although it is impossible for a person not in the collective to judge the basis
for selecting material, the choice in the 7th issue seems to be a gocd cne. Only U.S.
material is included, but since Connexions includes only Canadian material the two public-
ations can complement exzch other.

The problem of Utne, and of the left in general, is lack of & clearly defined social
analysis and & resulting vacillation between liberzl and radical material, with the liberal
clearly predominating. For instance, & Tom Wolfe crticle brilliantly explains why the
corporations prefer to display modern art which most people find meaningless (so do govern-
ment coffices) but fuils to recommend zny form of counter action (vandclize the art? hold
peoples! art festivals?) A cluster of articles about the U.S. election criticizes Mondale
and Jackson for their mistakes but fails to suggest that it may be impossible for the Demo-
crats or anyone else to reform from within an electoral system in which largescale corporate
funding is|the prerequicite to success. Another cluster of anti-television articles fails
to face face the fact that if television bolsters Authority those who wield Authority aren't
going to reform television. Only when we face the impossibility of reform from within, as
most reformers aren't yet prepared to do, can we confront the real situation facing us.
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A MCDEST UTCFIA
by Don Alexender

The year is 1990, the place is Toronto. The city is a hotbed cf political activity,
and possesses a thriving counter-culture. At the centre of much of this kafuffledis-an ___
organization called Mutual Aid (A People's iaction Network.) Founded in 1986, the organi-
zation has us its aim the creation of & society in miniature within the belly of the old.
Mutual Aid grew out of & Community Hotline (and later Drop-In Centre) which let people know

about community resources and provided & meeting ground for people with common interests
end ideas.

The structure of Mutual Aid seems rather secturian from the cutside. Only Mutual Aid
members can avail themselves of its services. This seemingly heartless policy was adopted
because its founcers wanted to impress on peopls that in o free society there will be no
free ride. Everyone can znd ought to contribute to the whole and benefits spiritually from
doing so. Even prisoners and the elderly help out by writing letters, doing translotion
work and performing childcare--taking on tasks adapted to their situation. The structure
of Mutual Aid is as follows. There are 17 committees. Each member contributes four hours
a month to one of these committees (or an equivelent amount of money.) Crganizations and
community businesses are eligible to jein if thev meet certain political and ecological
criteria, pay regulcr dues and are in turn patroni.ed by Mutual Aid members. Here's a
basic rundown of the committees und what +they do:

Food Committee--networks with organic growers, prevides labour in exchange for produce,
and operates an orgenic farmers' market in the heart of the city; it also produces a
monthly Consumer Alert newsletter promoting conscientious consumer choices.

Housing Committee--muintzins a data bank on informal housing co-ops seeking members and
mztches them up with people in need of housing; mzinteins crash pads for emergency
situations; works with Financial Committee tc zcquire houses as community property and
sets them up &«s co-ops.

Health Care Committee--operates & freé medical clinic with volunteer labour and o half-way
house for ex-psychiatric inmates.

Legal Committee--operutes free legal clinic, emergency lepal aid for Mutual Aid members.

Culture =nd Educzation Committee--operates the Free University (the one service open to the
public), putlishes books znd pamphlets, provides stipends ani encourzgement for local
ertists (the Drop-In Centre doubles as & venue for Mutual Aid performers and zrtists.)

Women's Committee--orgeni es people to fight sexuzl violence in the community, networks
with cther women's groups, works for women's specizl interests and concern within Mutual
Aid (including teking on inevitable sexism.)

Hotline/Drop-In Centre Committee--operates Centre (reference desk, performance space, books,

Political Action Committee--rzises hell on the municipal level; runs for office, exposes et

Financial Committee--meintains the Mutual Ail Fund, invests it in Mutual Aid projects (ie
housing co-ops) anl extends aid to crtists and persons in need within the community.

Cutreach Committee--networks with otherdcommunities cf resistance.

Transportation &and Visitation Committee--~FProvides delivery and taxi service for shut-ins,
arranges visits to Mutual Aid members in hospitals and prisons.

Coordinating Committee--z rotating committee entrusted with administrative chores.

Ma jor decision-making power rests in the Community Assembl¥y which meets mcnthly .and in
yearly conventions where goals and directicons are set; all members may attend meetings.

FCSTSCRIPT: Bookchin may be right that the 80's and 90's may represent the last chance
to turn technocratic scciety around. If we're fortunate, a major crisis of public disaff-
ection (somewhat like the G0O's) may strike around the end of this decade. If we're to have
any hope of having an effect, our structures must already be in place--structures which
represent both the ends and means of our struggle. Means in that they represent communi-
ties of resistance, organization vehicles for fighting the system; ends in that they
typify, in miniature, the society we would like tec build.



