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Unionists form federati
Ten thousand South African
trade unionist gathered in Durban
to form a new labour federation in
early december, the largest such
organization to appear 10 recent
history. Its apprearance clearly
marks a new stage in the anti-
apartheid struggle.
Calling for the end of pass
book laws, the nationalization of
industries, along with internation-
al sanctions against apartheid,
newly elected resident of the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) Elijah Baragi ks
struck a militant chord during the
gathering. 45
~ “We are not going to 'be Dlamini presented a grogram
assive. We have been passive (as around which the South frican
rade unions) for quite a number of trade unions should unite, includ-
ears. But now we feel we have to ing the  organization of all
e seen to be takin an active workers into ~industrial unions,
part, politically, culturally and one for each_1n¢ustr¥ and occupa-
socially.” tion; campaigning or increased
The non-racial COSATU has 34 wages, better working conditions
affiliates, a paid—ug membership an improved health and safetys;
of 450,000 and 565,000 signed-up developgng the campalgn against
members. the racist pass laws and all forms
COSATU has threatened of discrimination; demanding equal
to call a national strike if the work  opportunities, removal of
overnment carries out its threat dircriminatory labour laws and all
o repatriate foreign migrant apartheid measures; and the demand
workers to neighboring states. It for the right to vote in a united,
has pledged to organize in the undivided South Africa.
bantustans where currently laws The SACTU statement conclud-
-restrict such actions. ed, The federation, in wunison
In a statement received in with the national liberation
Toronto on Decenmber 13, the movement and its allies is called .
President of the South African upon to perform its historic task
Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU), by calling on its members and the
Steven Dlamini stated “Our revolu- organized workers to participate
tion requires a united and strong fully in the struggle or libera-
trade union movement determined to tion, social justice and equal-
satisfy its demand for  higher ity.
wages, good working conditions, 4
removal of colour bars, equal . Messages of support and
opportunities to work and the solidarity  with CcOsA can_ be
achievement of complete emancipa- forwarded (A Goodhoge St.,
tion. COSATU can and will fulftl Belleville South, Cape 7530, SOUTH
these aims.” AFRICA.
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CAMPUS WORKSHOP HELD

The Campus Anti-Apartheid

Action Works og was eld on
November 9 at he University of
Toronto. The more than thirty

garticipants spent a day in lively
ebate at workshops on_a variety
of topics, including divestment,
boycotts, sanctions, material aid
and political prisoners campaigns.

The main purpose of the work-
shop was to bring various campuses
together to share experiences and
plan for new actions. The opening
session was addressed bﬁ Peter
Bunting of the African National
Congress and Cath Laurier from
the University of Toronto Divest-
ment Committee.

The participants agreed to
make March 21, Sharpeville Day, a
day O camgus .,action, and also
supported the idea of a week of

action to be held on campuses
during the winter semester, at a
date "suitable for each insti-

tution. A statement sugported by
all participants was sent to Prime
Minister Mulroney calling on him
to impose total mandatory sanc-
tions against South Africa, and to
President P.W. Botha condenmnin

recent repressive actions in Sout
Africa.

The summary report with
suggestions for campus actions
that came out of the Workshop is
available from CCSA for $1 to

cover printing and mailing costs.
WE HATE TO ASK, BUT...

Does it seem that we are
always asking éou to ga for
material prepare b¥ CCSA? We
wish it could be otherwise, but
unfortunately ccsa is totally
supported by donations from
affiliates and friends. We would

like to be able to provide all our
material free of charge, but with
printing arnd mailing costs as hi?h
as they are, we “would quickly
deplete our entire credit union
account. We therefore try to
produce all our materials on a
cost recovery basis, so that we
can continue to _carry out our
1onrtant work. Please bear with
us?!

CCSA POSTCARD CAMPAIGN

Initiated this fall, CCSA has
already distributed close to 8,000
postcards calling for the release

of Nelson Mandela and all South
African and Namibian political
prisoners. The cards are_address-
ed to President Botha in

Cards can still be
CCSA at the cost of

South Africa.
ordered from
$5 per hundred.

order.

WHAT’S IN A WORD?

The media have been full of
news on South Africa in the last
few months, almost on a daily
basis. While this has done much to
raise Canadian awareness about the
situation in South Africa, many of

us are concerned about the wa¥ the
media are de ictin% that stuggle.

The word "riot" is consistent-
IK used to describe any actions of
the black pogulation i South
Africa. This is sometimes
accompanied by the word "rampage”
(as in,

'Riotin% blacks rampaged
through the streets of Johannesburg
today o). In * fact, it would be
hard to find a news story about
South Africa which doesn’t wuse the
word “riot”.

What isf a "riogt®?
to the Random House
riot is "violent

According
Dictionary, a
wild disorder or

confusion™. The repeated wuse of
this term subtly distcrts reality
by making it appear that the
violence in South frica is being

initiated by the civilian popula-
tion, with the —~—"friot" olice and
army simply attempting o -restore
does not

The term "rfot”

connote organization, structure or
gurpose. ot only does this mask

he real level of organized
struggle inside South Africa, but
more insidiously, it reinforces the
commonly held, if racist, impres-
sion that the blacks of outh

Africa are not capable of running a
overnment or being art of a
emocratic process. t leads to

the commonly heard argument that if

one person/one vote were to come to

South Africa there would be wide-

spread violence and bloodshed

“just like in the rest of Africa”.

The  term “riot” _is, of.icourse,

consistently wused by the South

African regime. :

What can we as Canadians do in
response to this ?roblem? Firstly,
we should write letters of protest
to newspapers, magazxnes, TV - or

radio stations hat regularly
employ such language. Secondly, we
should raise the issue of how the
media distorts reality in ever
possible forum, as well as wit

friends and family. _ Lastly, of
course, we should avoid wusing such
biased terminolo%y when we are
describing the actions of 'those in
South  Africa who are
agartbeld ==95%83 58 iprotests a demons
stration, an uprising, a struggle,
but let’s avoid the use of the word
b ) er bl 5

opposing

R
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individuals_ should Keep collecting

CCSACTORONTO) PICKET names until such time as our
> government actually Imposes such
In spite of a torrential Sanctions. Pétitions are available
rainstorm, = CCSA(Toronto) held a from CCSA.
successful information picket in
front of two %rocery stores on
govambgr lg. . he ¥1nn§g og tgg
. Weston acke o e on
Award goes to the manager of the UMNTU NGUMTU NGABANTU
Loblaw”s store at 555 Sherbourne

David Mesenbring, a mission-
%rg with the Lutheran World
ede

St. who called golice to move
y ration in New York, gave an

three icketers o were standing
under the store’s overhang to keep

n g : enlightening talk at the CCSA(Tor-
o Ofonthehigalgért Ingégatlg ai onpo? AGM “on November 5. Mesen-
officer pointed out thag the bring was finishing up a 22 day

overhang was private property, but tour of Canada.

picketers were welcome to stand onl a31325 onsmg{?ckslgégleg%etég
out _on the sidewalk tin the violence wgich occurs®, he told
pouring rainl all day if they CCSA members. Such images of
wished. violence which reach the outside
world ignore the much more pre-
valen% tforms gf tsgatg-?ponsored
or state-perpetrated violence, or
BRIEF TO SENATE COMMITTEE ign?re itsp%ruihnagrue ig cougger—
< : violence. n e townships, ere
g oA has just completed its is much indiscriminant k?lling of
brief to the Senate Special Con blacks by the South African
mittee on Canada’s International security forces
Relations. Entitled, "Canada’s Repression has becone
Relation to Apartheid South articularly severe To: 1llus=
Africa: The Case for Comprehensive rate this fact. Mesenbriﬁg
Mandatory = Sanctions”, he brief related one incident where policé
examines the 1link between Naziism fired tear gas into cells built to
and apartheid, as well as arguments hold 40 to 50 detainees in the
regarding the Imposition of total most crowded conditions. People
sanctions against South Africa. diled  in the. cells and police
Twelve pages in length, the Brief refused to remove the bodies.
Is available from CCSA for $1. According to Mesinbring, over 5000
people were detained in the
previous month.
GUELPH PICKET The highlight of the evenin
was an 18-minute videotape
Close to 20 geople marched for excerpt of a clandestine interview
two hours recen lé in . front ofia Mesenbring held last summer with
Zehr’s store in uelph, Ontario. Winnie Mandela. In this inspirin
The event was sponsored by .the interview, Mandela speaks a
Southern Africa Interest Group. length of the abusive treatment
Picketers got a good response fronm she received in prison during her
passersby who honked car horns and 18 month confinement in 1969~70,
yelled in support. The event alsc including 7 dags of continuous
received good newspaper and torture and interrogation. She
T coverage. S.A.I1.G. members- explains that it was after this
were pleased to note that while eriod that she became committed
they found South African products o the path of armed struggle.
for sale in that store on he week Mesenbring ended the evening
before the picket, there have been with the words “umntu ngumtu
no South African products on their ngabantu” which is a Xhosa proverb
shelves since that time. meaning literally person, person,
peogle. It means that peogle are
gga makﬁ. us huTan. ? OS t?g
osa-speakin eoples o ou
CCSA PETITION ON SANCTIONS Aérifa ?E o geggespthg very high
. idea o sharin an commun i
. Signatures for oub CCS% that s ‘central fo  EHEir cull
¥Etltl9n callin on the govergminl ture. To Mesenbring, it illus-
0 immediately 1mpos%_ 2 %o trates the need go appreciate
nandatory sanctlons cantabig Africa for its human resources
arrive. Close to 5000 names have ahead of our traditional concern
now been M forwarded s Pr%gg for its physical resources. In
gigagtgﬁes gogongyéimilar etition this sense, concluded Mesenbring
were recently sent to the Prime ﬁgrlca has much to teach all of

Minister by the Anti-Apartheid
Coalition of Toronto. Groups and
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CCSA MEETS WITH SWAPO LEADERS

"We are prepared to suffer still
more and even lose our lives for
our freedom and dignity."

-Toivo ja Toilvo

Andimba Toivo ja Toivo, General-

Secretarg of the South West
Africa eoples Organization took
time to meet with members of the

CCSA executive on October 10 while
on a visit to Toronto. He was
accompanied by Hdipo Hamutenya,
Information Director for SWAPO.

Toivo ja Toivo urged ECSA . to
continue to campaign for compren-
sive sanctions and divestment but
made a special request for mater-

tal - ata., Particularly important
at = this time  are medicine and
agricultural equipment. This will
help APO in its drive . for
greater self-sufficiencg. Also
urgently needed is clothing for
school children, and_ when SWAPO
opens a new school in Congo-

Brazzaville next year, they will
require quantities of school

materials.

YORK UNIVERSITY EVENT

FARRELL DEFENSE COMMITTEE FORMED

During - the recent debate at
University of  Toronto (see
the -article  in. this News Bulle-
tin), Lennox Farrell, a high
school teacher who is active in a
variety of community organiza-
tions, was charged with assault
for throwing a ceremonial mace at
the South frican ambassador. A
support committee has now been set

the

up to help defend Farrell and to
call into question the rights of
the apartheid regime in Canada.
Donations may e sent to the
Lennox Farrell Anti- Apartheid
Defense Committee, 688 S Clair
%E?. W., Toronto, Ontario, M6C

YOUTH AGAINST APARTHEID

As a result of the conference
for high school students held last
February, a number of students
formed their own organization in
Toronto, now known as Youth Against
Apartheid. The committee recently
pregared its own pamphlet, and has
sent a letter of introduction to
schools in the Toronto area.

As a result of these letters,
committee members have to date made

York Student Movement Against

five presentations

on apartheid to

Apartheid held its most successful classes Toronto high schools,
event yet on November A film and more are planned for January.
about Nelson Mandela was followed The presentation CON ST Steregifig
by a number of resentations. film, an oral report, and a dis-
Joanne Naiman of CCSA spoke on the cussion with students. Members
topic of “Apartheid modern day report a high degree of success in
Naziism™, va Szczurko of the reachin out on a “"student to
U of T Divestment Committee spoke student”™ basis.

about recent events at her campus, . For more information on Youth
and Yusef Saloojee provided an Agalnst Apartheid, contact Greg at
update on current events inside 533-7175, Deryck at 297-6572, Wayne
South Africa. A lively discussion at 769-7292, or write W. Yee, 65

followed.

Windemere Ave.,Toronto M5S 3M2.

McGill University decides
on program of divestment

McGill University has become the
first university in Canada to adopt a
policy that will lead to total divest-
ment of its South Africa-linked hold-
ings.

gl‘wenty-one of McGill’s 34 board
of governors members made the
decision yesterday. The move was
initiated by students through the
university’s committee on social
responsibility.

The decision will affect an esti-
mated $45-million in securities,
stocks and bonds held by McGill in
companies that are South African-
owned or -controlled.

- The board also voted to review
the issue each October in light of
possible changes in South Africa’s
situation.

:_ The landmark decision by McGill
follows a series of divestment

moves by universities in the United
States. Sixty-three U.S. universities
have divested themselves of their
South Africa-linked interests affect-
ing about half a billion dollars worth
of investments.

About 600 McGill students chant-
ed outside the university’s adminis-
tration building at dusk yesterday

as the arguments for and against
divestment were discussed by the
governors.

They shouted, *‘Divest now, Free
Mandela, Jail Botha.”

McGill’s decision comes in the
wake of increased pressure from
Montreal students. Last week,
about 400 Concordia University
students staged a protest march.

In 1982, McGill University made
its first divestment decision, selling®
its shares of Mobil Oil Inc. and
Dutch Shell Inc., companies that
were supplying petroleum products
to the South African military.

Globe & Mail

11/19/85

»
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MOTORCYCLING EVENT CANCELLED

The International Motor-
cyclin Federation (FIM) has
decide to suspend next year’s
South African mototcyclxn% and
motocross grands prix and to bar
South African riders from other
FIM chamgionshlps. The South
African 250cc and 500cc road race
grands prix were due to be held at

he Kyalami circuit next March.
South Africa was also scheduled to
host a FIM motocross grand prix.

ROTTERDAM BAN

Rotterdanm, the world’s
busiest port is about to impose a
total ban on the shipment of oil
to South Africa. Local author-
ities have drafted a letter to the
Dutch_Foreign Minister, Mr. H. van
den Broek, informing him of the
action. The action sStemed from a
recent report b a Dutch anti-
apartheid group about ship move-
ments to and from South Africa.

S.A. JEWISH COMMUNITY
REJECTS APARTHEID

In a resolution adopted after
a3 three-day debate at its biannual
National Assembly, held in Johan-
nesburg _in_June, 1985, the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies,
which represents South Africa’s
120,000 Jews, endorse the “"removal
of all provisions in the laws of
South Africa which discriminate on
grounds of color and race.® The
:gsqégtlon also “"rejects apar-

eid”.

The Board of Deputies adopted
the resolution in response to a
request from the World Jewish
Congress which asked its affili-
ates in_ 70 countries to join in
the worldwide campaign against
racism and apartheid.

DANISH UNIONS START BOYCOTT

The Danish Trade Union Federation
recently began a boycott of trade
with South Africa to protest
Pretoria’s policies. The boycott,
which started on Nov. 18 ané ends
on. . Jahs . 31 covers workers in
transport, docking and other
sectors.

..The boycott, timed to run
until Yendlng Danish legislation
bans all trade with South Africa,
will mainly affect coal supplies,
which account for over 88% of
imports from that country. Other
%oods affected are fruit, vege-

ables and fertilizers, along with
exports to South africa of Banish
garm machinery, chemicals and
rugs.

(Toronto Star, 11/18/85)

BRITISH RETAILER TAKES ACTION

Sainsbury’s, Britains largest
food retailer,. has ordered its
buyers to look for alternative
sources of goods to those tradi-
tionally purchased from South
Africa. The supermarket chain has
come under pressure from customers
calling for South African products
-- mostly fruit -- to be removad
from the shelves. For the moment,
shoppers will be allowed to make
their own “political choice”™ when
buying fruit. z

ainsbury’s saKs the time may
come when South frican products
will be banned. If sales of that
country’s goods show a significant

decline once alternatives are
available, then the stocking will
be reviewed. "This means the
long—term future of South African
roduce lies very much in the
ands of the customer”, the

marketing director said.
(Sunday iime§, 10/20/85)

NO S.A. GOODS IN
COMMONS DINERS

Fruit, vegetables and other
foods imported from South Africa
will no longer be available in
cafeterias and restaurants
operated by the House of Commons
in Ottawa.

ENTERTAINERS OFF BLACKLIST

British rock star Elton John,
blacklisted by the United Nations

for performin in South Africa,
has denounce that countryl’s
apartheid system of racial
separatism an pledged not to

return.

As a result of his statement,
John’s name is being removed from
the U.N. register of blacklisted
artists. Other artists whose namesg
have been removed from the list
this year include Chick Corea,
ClLife Richard, Julio Iglesias,
Barry Manilow, and the group
Chicago.




S. African churchmen

By Jimmy Atkins Toronto Star

More than 150 of South Africa’s -
leading church figures have warn- *
ed the government they will en- |
courage confrontation with the .
state within months unless im- .
mediate steps are taken to scrap

apartheid.

In a recently released document .

endorsed by the head of the 13

million-strong South African Coun- .

cil of Churches — the largest such .

group in the country —
ria regime is described as “morally

the Preto- -

illegitimate” and the “enemy of the '

people.”

Advocating a liberation theology .

hitherto unheard of in South Afri-
ca. the document urges churches

to participate in the fight against '

apartheid and to become involvec

in civil disobedience and other pro- -

test campaigns.

The document, entitled “Chal- '
lenge to the Church: A Theological
Comment on the Political Crisis in .

South Africa,” reflects the growing
mood of militancy in the country’s
religious circles.

One of the signatories to the |

document is Dr. Beyers Naude,
head of the Council of Churches
and a longtime anti-apartheid
campaigner.

While in Toronto several daya'

ago, Naude revealed the extent to
which the church has become radi-
calized over the violence that has
claimed more than 800 lives in

South Africa during the past 14

months.
“We've always been against vio-
lence by the gowemment and its

opposition. But it is simply unreal-
istic to tell people to remain peace- .
ful in the face of the violence com-.

ing from the state,” Naude said.

threaten

Another challenge

“How can we justify calling on .
the victims of such oppression to .
take it lying down? The major -
question facing the church today is
not violence but choosing between
greater and lesser violence.”

The theological critique — called !

the Kairos, or crisis, document — -

represents another challenge to the

government of President Pieter

Botha, already besieged by unre-
lenting unrest in non-white areas, a
stepped up international sanctions
campaign spearheaded by the,
Commonwealth countries and a
loss of business confidence that is:
crippling the country’s economy.
Only last week the government
barred seven clergymen from:

going to Zambia to meet the exiled :

African National Congress guerril-
la organization.

Naude pointed out that white
businessmen had also travelled te
Zambia to meet with Congress offi-
cials.

“Businessmen are astute — you
can read in their message that they
think the future government is no
longer in South Africa,” he said.

The Kairos document questions
the principle of non-violence and
warns that 3 neutral church would
become increasingly irrelevant in
a racially polarized society.

“The state and the media have
chosen to call violence what some
people do in the townships as they
struggle for their liberation; that
is, throwing stones, burnmg cars
and buildings and sometimes kill-
ing collaborators,” the document
states.

*“But this excludes the structural,
institutional and unrepentant vio-
lence of the state and especially thes

“oppressive and naked violence ofs

the police and army.

-
=

violence

Losing influence

“How can acts of oppression,
injustice and domination be equat+
ed with acts of resistance and self-
defence? Would it be legitimate toi
describe both the physical forcel
used by a rapist and the physical
force used by a woman trying lq
resist the rapxst as violence?”

Nobel Peace Prize winner anh-
op Desmond Tutu has warned
several times in recent monthg
that moderate black church lead:
ers like himself are losing influence
among frustrated and angr;
young blacks.

The Kairos document forcerul)y
addresses that issue and calls on
Christians in the country to “obey
God, rather than men.”

The theologians argue that apar-
theid cannot be reformed because;
the government has no mandatd

from its white electorate to do so. #

Challenging clergyman to re-
spond to the crisis in the country:
the theologians urge a transforma-
tion of church d(uvmes to “pros
mote the liberating mission of
God” by initiating campaigns and,
projects in consultation with
organizations that “truly repres
sent” the grievances of the people .

Naude said the council or-
churches would call for sancuons'
against South Africa by next Apnl
unless the government:

O Issued a clear declaration of ind

tent with regard to black polmcaF

rights;

T Withdrew all troops and seLurH‘
ty forces from non-white Lov\nJ

ships:

O Released jailed guerrilla ledden

Nelson Mandela and all other po-

litical prisoners. 3

Toronto Star 11/3/85




Ship unions back ban on oil to S A

Christmas boycott puts
Pretoria’s white shops
in dire financial straits

White-owned shops in South Afri-
ca’s capital reported business
slashed by up to half yesterday as a
Christmas boycott by blacks began
to take hold.

“We’ve just found out that our
lives are in their hands,” said the
administrative manager of the
Pretoria branch of OK Bazaars, a
department store chain catering
mainly to blacks.

He reported a 50 per cent drop in
customers, an estimate clearly
confirmed by the absence of black
faces in the huge store, normaliy
thronged by Christmas shoppers at
this time of year.

The boycott, called on Dec. 1 and
due to fast a month, appears to have
already had disastrous effects on
retailers, who had hoped the holiday
season would give a boost to sales
hit hard by a severe economic re-
cession.

The Pretoria boycott is the latest
in a country-wide protest movement
that has forced traders out of busi-
ness in eastern Cape Province,
scene of much of the rioting that has
swept the country over the past 21
months and left nearly 1,000 people
dead. A .

Barrett Bhana, Indian manager
of the white-owned MacCoys cloth-
ing outlet in central Pretoria, sat
dejectedly in the shop, fully stocked
in anticipation of the traditional
Christmas boom.

‘“We could go out of business if
this lasts much longer,” he said.

Most of his customers come from
nearby Mamelodi township, where
at least 13 people were killed in a
confrontation with riot police in a
single incident last month. The
shootings added fuel to the demands
for a boycott.

The spate of boycotts across the
country has underlined the consum-
er power wielded by the black ma-
jority. Most white merchants say

that although black people earn far
less than whites, their numbers
make them a significant buying
force.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce in South Africa accused
police of aggravating anti-apartheid
violence. It also repeated its call for
major race reforms and asked the
white-minority Government to lift
the state of emergency and end ‘“the
potential for the destruction of the
framework of South Africa.”

qo
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G8/01/21

SECURITY DOG
RENTALS

With white South Africans now prepared to
pay large sums to ensure their ‘safety’,
businessmen are cashing in on the demand
for private security measures. Recent BBC
television reports have detailed the increas-
ed demand for firearms, but there is
business in other areas as well. In the
Eastern Transvaal a former nature conser-
vation officer. Mr Ron Selley. has started a

business training and seiling guard dogs.
He now also hires out security patrols. Dogs
accompanied by their handlers patrol 40
farms in the region. ‘We make about two ar-
rests a day. in season’, boasts Mr Selley,
who also operates special one-off security
assignments for businesses. For this he has
a military style operation and. when in
uniform, his staff salute him. He 1s now
engaged in research into inseminating Alsa-
tion bitches with male wolf genes.

10/31/85

Globe & Mail,

Seamen and dock workers from
all over the world met in London
yesterday to chart ways of choking
off what they call a *‘secret trade”
in oil to South Africa.

Conference officials said all shi-
powners and oil companies will be
warned that any of their vessels
delivering oil to South Africa in
clandestine shipments may be boy-
cotted by national unions across the
globe.

The meeting, which drew seafar-
ers from more than 30 countries
including the Soviet Union and Chi-
na as well as Western nations, was
called to co-cidinate support for the
United Nations embargo on oil sup-
plies to South Africa.

Neil Kinnock, leader of Britain's
opposition Labor Party, opened the
two-day conference by saying eco-
nomic sanctions against the Preto-
ria Government must be intensified
now that “apartheid is clearly start-
ing to crumble.”

Mr. Kinnock said the London
meeting could be “truly historic” in
increasing rapidly building pres-
sures for an end to the South Afri-
can system of racial segregation.

No violators of the UN voluntary
embargo were named at the first
session of the conference, co-spon-
sored by the UN Special Committee
Against Apartheid and by Maritime
Unions Against Apartheid.

MUAA, formed early last year by
unions representing seamen and
port workers in Britain, Australia
and Denmark, issued a statement
saying:

*0il is vital for the maintenance
of the South African machinery of
repression. The police and military
take up 10 per cent of the country’s

oil needs and are the largest con-
sumers of oil. . .

“‘Maritime unions can take action
to increase the risks to shippers of
oil and to increase the cost of ail to
South Africa. Co-ordinated action on
boycotts and delayed sailings can
provide an important contribution
to enforcement of the oil embargo.”

Jim Slater, leader of Britain's
National Union of Seamen, said -~
without naming names — that
‘““many governments have ignored
demands from the international
community to halt oil supplies to
South Africa.”

Before the conference ends this
evening, delegates are expected to
sign a document pledging ‘‘direct
action” against the vessels of any
companies providing Pretoria with
oil. !

—
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BABB’S SPEECH FOILED

Members of U of T Divestment
Committee, the Anti-Apartheid
Coalition of Toronto, CCSA(Toron-
to) and a number of other groups

revented South African Ambassador
lenn Babb from speakin% recently
at the Hart House Debates at the
University of Toronto. Picketers
marched outside Hart House before
and during the debate, while many
entered the hall.

When Babb, the “"Honorary
Guest” at the debate on divest-
ment, stood up to speak, the crowd
chanted anti-apartheid slogans and
kept Babb from speaking. He was
escorted out of the room , while
the shouts of anti-apartheid
activists could be heard in the
halls of Hart House and outside the
building.

Unfortunately, this event is
now bein? seen by many on campus as
a denia o Babb’s” “freedom of
speech”. An excellent response to
the: sattack..on- . the .U of T Divest-
ment Committee’s actions appeared
recently in the campus new§gager,

The Varsity. We reprint i ere
or your information.

Doing the
right thing

The debate on freedom of
speech which has gripped these
pages diverts our attention from
the main issue at hand: the
brutality of apartheid and
Canadian support of it which is
implied by an invitation to South
African Ambassador Glenn
Babb. We are in effect aiding the
South African government’s
plan to whitewash their heinous
crimes by featuring the ‘honour-
able’ Mr. Babb.

Today there is a news black-
out in South Africa. We have no
TV footage or UPI photos to e-
voke our revulsion of South
African brutality. Instead we
have Glenn Babb going on a
cross-Canada speaking tour, a
barbarian in a suit and tie, pre-
tending to be civilized, and ta-
king advantage of our Canadian
ideology which portrays him as

someone  representing  just
another point of view. The South
African government has earned
the unsalutary ‘honour’ of per-
petrating a ‘‘crime against hu-

manity.”” As an official repre-
sentative of that government,
Babb carries the blood of mur-
der and repression on his hands.

Furthermore, let us not be
fooled into thinking that apart-
heid has no allies herein Canada.
For example, it is interesting to
note the speed with which Pres-
ident Connell and others (who
have, to date, not taken a def-
initive position on divestment)
have gone on record in support
of a principle which would allow
an accomplice to mass murder to
present his views unobstructed.
This clearly illustrates where
President Connell’s sympathies
lie with respect to the South Af-
rican people’s struggle for free-
dom.

Our committee has no regrets
regarding our actions.
Philosophical rantings and rav-
ings aside, we stand by our
actions because we know in our

minds and hearts that we did the
right thing.

AvaSzczurko
on behalf of the
U of T Divestment Committee

EET STATION
TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C ;Jé

n ro-




