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May 11

May 11 is the date for ACT for
Disarmament’s Ninth Annual Spring
Protest for Peace, with the theme this year
being “Fora World Without Armies.” The
protest will start at Queen’s Park at 1 pm,
with a march down Yonge Street to City
Hall leaving at 2 pm. Live music — in-
cluding bands One Blood and Rebecca
Barclay — and speakers will be featured

at both ends of the day.

Spring Protests in the past have in-
cluded some of Toronto’s largest peace
~demonstrations.

See you there!

“Chaos” reigns as Canadian armed forces cut

Tue ACTivisT

The “debate” over the future
direction of Canada’s military
policy has erupted into open war-
fare with the resignation of the

Clark lacks
“courage of
convictions”

By CeLmva TUTTLE
SeeciAL To THE ACTIVIST

Less than three months after
its proposal for an international
arms control summit, the Cana-
dian government has made a
complete about face.

Following the immediate
dismissal of any discussionof arms
control by American president
George Bush, External Affairs
now says Canada will not take a
lead in controlling the arms trade.

“Canada believes in what is
realistic, effective and possible,”
former Minister of External Af-
fairs Joe Clark told delegates at
the North Pacific Cooperative
Security Council last month.

Turn to ARMX, page 5

deputy chiefof defence staff. Vice-
Admiral Chuck Thomas quit after
a bitter exchange of letters with
defence staff chief General John
de Chastelain, amid rumours that
the size of the Canadian Armed
Forces would be cut by 25% from
its present level of 87,000.

Defence Department sources
have,said rumoured cuts include:

» A reduction of the armed
forces from 87,000 people to
65,000

* The long-awaited with-

drawal of 7,000 Canadian soldiers
stationed in Germany as part of
Canada’s NATO contribution

« Deep cuts to the $12.7 bil-
lion military budget

» The closure of some Cana-
dian Forces bases within the coun-

* Reducing the number of
soldiers in order to buy new equip-
ment

Newly-appointed Defence
Minister Marcel Masse told re-
porters that “there are budget re-

strictions and a new international
environment which will lead to
downscaling of the military
forces.” He also announced that a
review of Canada’s role within
NATO would begin soon.
Although Masse and Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney tried to
downplay the divisions, it is in-
creasingly obvious that Canadian
military policy is falling deeper
into the state of chaos it entered
soon after the release of the White
Paper on Defence in 1987. Gov-

emment officials now acknowl-
edge that the White Paper, which
called for Canada to build nuclear
submarines against the “Soviet
threat,” is badly outdated.

Ottawa, it seems, is casting
about for enemies, trying to finda
role for its military establishment
with the demise of the Cold War
and Gulf crisis. Many peace activ-
ists, meanwhile, are beginning to
call for the abolition of the mili-
tary entirely.§

Ninth Annual Spring Protest for Peace

For a world without armies

Saturday, May 11

Queen’s Park, 1 pm
Call ACT for Disarmament, 531-6154
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OPINION

Abolish the army

The Canadian armed forces and their political masters in
parliament are now racked by chaotic debates about their future
role. This providesa unique opportunity for ordinary Canadians
to gain the democratic public control over the military that is
sadly lacking today.

Intheaftermath of the Cold War,
Oka, and the Gulf crisis, more and
more Canadians are challenging the
value of massivearms spending and
astanding army of 87,000 troops. As

our economy spins out of control, as destruction of the environ-
ment continues unabated, Canadians must demand the end of
militarism.

Why do we need an army? Isn’t there a better use for the
$12.7 billion Canada spends annually on the military —and the
$1 trillion spent worldwide?

Activists in 23 countries, from Argentina to Japan, from the
Soviet Union to Spain, havea betteridea:a world without armies.
And it’s not an impossible dream. Small countries, like Slovenia
and Estonia, emerging from the collapse of the eastern European
empires, arerealizing they cannotafford the expensive luxury of
a standing army and are considering military-free futures.

In a referendum in 1989, a third of the electorate of Switzer-
land thought the time had come to do away with their centuries-
old army.

And Costa Rica has survived without an army for 43 years,
in the midst of strife-torn Central America. While neighbours
Panama, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Guatemala have seldom
seen peace, Costa Rica has had, not just peace, but relative
prosperity. Andit’salso had the time to come up with peace plans
to try to resolve the problems of its neighbours.

The lesson applies just as surely to Canada, which may soon
become a collection of small states itself. In Québec, the call for “a
country without an army” is growing. Without Québec, the rest
of Canada will be even harder pressed to maintain and build up
its military forces.

Even if Canada does hold together, the military is an anach-
ronism we can’t afford and don’t need. With $12.7 billion we
could do a lot about the environment, poverty, AIDS, and other
problems, while sharing our wealth with people in developing
countries.

Canada cannot defend itself the way the United States does
—nor would it want to. Given the realities of geography, Cana-
dians could best repel a hypothetical invader using civilian-
based defence and non-violent resistance to make the country
ungovernable — as the people of Denmark made their country
ungovernable under the Nazis, as the people of the Philippines
made their country ungovernable by the dictatorship of Ferdi-
nand Marcos, as the peoples of eastern Europe recently made
their countries ungovernable by the Soviet empire. :

And without an army, we would be forced to “give peace a
chance” rather than sending in the army to deal with every crisis.
Canada could become a real peacemaker — and help point the
way towards a “new world order” based on peace and not on

who has the biggest gun.$

editorial

Five hypocritical double
standards:

1) “Plurality” was de-
manded by the US of Nicaragua
but no similar demand is made
of Kuwait or Saudi Arabia.

2) A seventeen-month
imprisonment without trial of

General Noriega (a foreigner) by
the US is ignored, whereas the
detention by the USSR of sundry
citizens of that country ... was
repeatedly condemned in the
West.

3) The outrage expressed by
Western politicians and Jewish
groups over Jewish families
being kept separated because of
restrictive Soviet exit visa
policies contrasts oddly with the
abysmal silence over Palestinian
families being kept separated for
decades due to Israeli policies.

4) Irag was forced to
conform to UN resolutions
whereas Israel is permitted to
treat similar resolutions with
contempt and disdain.

5) While the Berlin Wall
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received sustained extravagant
negative publicity, the “Korean
Wall” is totally ignored. In fact,
the US forces in South Vietnam
still masquerade as UN
peacekeepers under the UN flag.

Ed Simpson
Apsley, Ontario

‘We have seen your address
in the peace media and would
like to have contact with you.

‘We are pleased to give you
some brief information about
our Museum of Peace and
Solidarity, which was inaugu-
rated during the International
Year of Peace (1986) on the
initiative of members of the
International Friendship Club
“Esperanto” here in Samarkand.

We aim to collect materials
and promote citizen diplomacy
worldwide for the solution of the
most vital global problems:
peace, disarmament, develop-
ment, protection of the environ-
ment, human rights, a nuclear-
free and non-violent world

Turnto Page 4
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Inside Peace

Atomic sludge monster devours Edmonton!!

By Jo PEACENIK
Toe ACTivIST

It’s tough times for the nuclear biz. So
tough, in fact, that industry stalwart Atomic
Energy of Canada Ltd. (AECL) has
changed its name to the more innocuous
Nordion International Inc. Atomic? Who,
us?

It’s no secret that AECL’s main prod-
uct, the Candu nuclear reactor, is so far into
a sales slump that the government of Can-
ada has to pay foreign governments to take
a Candu off the crown corp’s hands. Even
with the freebies, AECL has unloaded just
one Candu in the last ten years, to the
unsavoury south Korean regime. Before
that, its best customer was Nicolae
Ceausescu’s slave state of Romania.

No wonder AECL wants to diversify.

But new schemes to keep the nuke

industry afloat make you wonder what
AECL (sorry, Nordion) is feeding to its
marketing geniuses.

After a recent push by the company to
bombard food with gamma rays as a pre-
servative method (“good, fresh food, only a
smidgeon radioactive”) flopped bigtime,
AECL/Nordion came up with Another
winner: sludge irradiation.

The plan is to build a demonstration
plant in Edmonton to irradiate sludge
scooped out of the city’s sewers, dry it, bag
it, and sell it around the world as fertilizer.

‘Why Edmonton? “We wanted a very
good quality sludge, and from a quality
point of view, the Edmonton sludge rated
very high ... top of the line,” enthused proj-
ect manager Joan Swinwood. And, she
added, it would even be a tourist attraction.

* * *

Let’sbe honest: the cabinetreshufflein
Ottawa doesn’t change a thing. But some
are apoplectic at the choice of renowned
champagne-lover Marcel Masse as Minis-
ter of War (ak.a. Defence). The appoint-
ment is “stupid,” sputtered war boffins.

As Masse was sworn in, the vice-chief
of defence staff, Vice-Admiral Chuck Tho-
mas resigned after an army-navy fight with
boss General John de Chastelain. Word
came down that the number of Canadian
troops would be cut by 25% and troops
(finally!) pulled out of Europe.

Heard the word boys? The Cold War is
over!

News sure travels fast in Ottawa.

Pity the inconvienced officialsof profit-
loving Litton Systems Canada Ltd. The
Gulf war delayed their scheduled servicing

of Canadian frigates sent to the Gulf. But
now, Litton has found the silver lining.

In April, Litton filed alawsuit for breach
of contract against the federal government,

pp. y asking for ion for the
ships being away in the Gulf, when they
were supposed 1o be in Canada getting their
navigation systems overhauled. Litton is
said to be demanding a sum not unadjacent
to $700 million.

“When certain milestones weren’t met
as scheduled, there were certain holdbacks
of money by the government,” said an in-
dignant Litton official. “We say they’re not
correct. The delays weren’t our fault. The
moncy sliould have been paid.”

Maybe it’s a good thing for the ships
that their navigation wasn’t “fixed” by Lit-
ton. According to the captain of one re-
cently-returned ship, the Litton-upgraded
gun failed for days at a time in January.&
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Defence without armies

Tae ACTIVIST, WITH
THE SocIAL DEFENCE PROJECT

There are real and practical
alternatives to armed defence.
Social defence is a non-violent
strategy which has been studied
widely, and practised in many
instances.

Social defence is based on
widespread political, economic
and social non-cooperation in
order to oppose military aggres-
sion or political r i

to protect the Canadian popula-
tion, but to be a testing ground,
early warning system and forward
defence for the United States. We.
would surely be healthierand more
secure if we gave up that role, and
prepared ourselves to act non-
violently in the event of invasion
or civil disruption.

‘Why, then, has social defence
never been tried as a planned,
prepared strategy? Because it is at
odd with our present political and

nethods such as boycotts, refusal
to obey, strikes, d i

Ituses system. It ad
shared control as a replacement
forthe military defence hi

and setting up alternative govern-
ments.

Social defence is basedon the
principle th i whether

it depends on local self-reliance
and decentralized structures of
society rather than a centralized

democracy or military dictator-
ship — can survive without the
passive support or nonresistance
of a large fraction of the popula-
tion. Social defence, relying on
resistance by large sections of the
population, is the non-violent
equivalent of guerilla warfare.

Choosing to create the struc-
tures and skills for social defence
would cost far less than we now
spend on weapons, leaving the
money free for more socially use-
ful projects. It would actually
reduce the threatof invasion, since
an unarmed country could never
be seen or presented as an “ag-
‘gressor”, and in the case of inva-
sion the invaders would have little
or no international support. Fur-
ther, the skills and structures for
social defénce can also be applied
to deal with many other emergen-
cies; a country relying on social
defence wouldalso beacountry in
which all the citizens were pre-
pared to cope with flood, fires,
economic collapse and civil disor-
der, as well as external threats.

Techniques of non-violent
resistance are many, and always
flexibleand varied. Besidesstrikes
and demonstrations, besides
underground printing presses and
radio transmitters, responses can
be developed for nearly every
group in society . Factory workers
can learn how to disable or halt
production with minimum dam-
age, if that is appropriate in their
situation. Or they can refuse to
produce certain products that
would be useful to the aggressor,
while continuing to produce, say,
clothing. Government employees
can ‘lose’ files; people can ‘mis-
understand’ any orders given to
them by the aggressors. Even
members of the invading armed
force can take part in the resis-
tance (and, when the resistance is
non-violent, defection of members
of the military is common), again
by ‘misunderstanding’ or refusing
tocarry out orders, and by passing
on information to resistance
members.

Canada is in many ways an
appropriate country for an experi-
ment in social defence. Our de-
fence establishmentnow exists not

and y and top-
down control. It means training
citizens in self-reliance, and fos-
tering creativity and the willing-
ness to disobey immoral orders;
and that is not what most existing
governments want from their citi-
zens.

But, just as social defence
would be put into practice, not by
a centralized government but by
many individuals, so individuals
can begin to create the possibility.
Information on social defence can
be printed and distributed, work-
shops can be held. Time could be
setaside in schools todiscuss ways
that students can help in locally
based resistance, for instance.

We could also try to create a
domestic Peace Brigades, who
could intervene non-violently in
situations like the Oka crisis of
last summer, and perhaps prevent
violence from breaking outor from
escalating. We can also use the
techniques of non-violent social
defense against destructive or
immoral policies of our own gov-
ernment.

A world without armies is not
only a dream, it is a very practical
possibility; if we begin working to
make it happen.$

\,
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Civilian defence in action

The Kapp Putsch
In 1920, in Berlin, the right-wing
Dr. Wolfgang Kapp and anumber
of army officers staged a coup
d’etat against the Weimar Repub-
lic. Thousands of workers sponta-
neously went on strike throughout
Berlin, including all the printers.
A parsllelcivili

to plans to give Algeria independ-
encestagedacoup in Algiers, with
rumours that they planned to in-
vade France. The French people
responded immediately with a
general strike and a shut-down of
the airports, and many military
personnel in Algeria resisted by

P was
formed, anti-coup leaflets were
scattered through the city, and
within days the military withdrew
its support for the coup. Shortly,
the civilian government was re-
stored.

Denmark under the Nazis

‘When Nazi forces invaded Den-
mark and announced that all Jews
would be forced to wear a yellow
star, the King of Denmark publi-
cally declared that he 100, and all
the people of Denmark, would
wear the yellow star as a badge of
honour. When the Nazis attempted
toround up the Jewish population,
other Danes hid them in their
homes, and organized under-
ground railroads to smuggle them
out of the country. Only a tiny
fraction of Danish Jews were ever
arrested by the Nazis, and a num-
ber of those were freed after pres-
sure from the Danish government.

French generals’ coup
In 1961, French generals opposed

Quebec activists call for “a

Peace activists in Québec have
formed a committee for “un pays
sans armée” (a country without
anarmy). Translatedexcerptsfrom
their Manifesto for the Abolition
of the Army follow.

In the atomic age, the equa-
tion “greater force of arms=greater
security” no longer holds true. In
fact, the equation is reversed, be-
cause the greater the armed force a
country has, the less secure it is.

Investments in defense are
among the most costly generators
of employment; it is certain that
conversion to civilian production
would create many jobs.

In maintaining an army,
Canada is part of the international

armsrace which leads many coun-
tries to spend huge sums on their
defense, as if armaments consti-
tuted the ultimate means of re-
solving international conflict; and
when a country has an army, that
army will constantly seek means
to justify its existence and will not
fail o intervene at the first pos-
sible opportunity. There isnoarmy
whichcanexist solely for defense,
and often offense is presented as
the best defense; thus armed con-
flicts frequently erupt.

In our modern world, it is not
possible for any country to attain
total security through armaments.
The most powerful army cannot
defend against all possible forms
of aggression; periodic acts of

adopting

finally forced the Communist
government from power and in-
stalled Vaclav Havel, a dissident
playwright jailed for his non-vio-
lent opposition, as president. As
one of its first actions, the new
government announced that
Czechoslovakia would enditsrole
in the international arms trade.

Philippines People Power
After dictator Ferdinand Marcos
declared he had wonarigged elec-
tion over popular opponent Cora-
zon Aquino, the streets filled with
crowds of non-violent people, who
faced down government tanks and,
within days, had driven Marcos to
flee the country and installed
Aquing as president.

Bolivian hunger strike

In December 1977, four Bolivian
women began a hunger strike
demanding amnesty for political
exiles, the reinstatement of tin
miners fired from their jobs for
union activities, and the restora-
tion of labour unions. The arch-
bishop gave them his premises to
conduct the hunger strike, right
beside the presidential palace.
Soon 1,380 people were on hun-
gerstrike, includinga former presi-
dent of Bolivia. Churches and

When the strike spread to French
workers in the colonial bureauc-
racy in Algiers, the coupcollapsed.

Czechoslovakia, 1968 ...

In 1968, a Soviet military inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia was met
withmassive and widespread non-
violent resistance. Though the
revolt was ultimately weakened
and finally crushed when the
Czechoslovak leadership accepted
concessions from the Soviets in
return for cooperation, Soviet ex-
pectations of a quick and decisive
invasion were met by monihs of
determined non-cooperation and
obstruction from the civilian popu-
lation.

... and 1989

In 1989, Czechoslovakia wil-
nessed the Velvet Revolution, an
almost unprecedented display of
the power of non-violence, as
almost the entire Czechoslovak
population took to the streets in a
series of demonstrations which

became the sites of
non-violent demonstrations. Fi-
nally the Bolivian government
moved to arrest the hunger strik-
ers, taking many into custody; and
the archbishop announced to the
government that if they did not
release the strikers and settle the
strike, he would place the diocese
under interdict and excommuni-
cate any soldiers who carried out
arrests. Within 48 hours, the gov-
emment agreed to the substance
of all the hunger-strikers’ de-
mands.

Worldwide tactic

Despite the media focus on mili-
tary resistance, non-violent civil
resistance remains the central tac-
tic in movements against repres-
sion around the world — the
campaigns waged by Buddhist
monks in Tibet and Burma; the
Mothers of the Disappeared move-
ment in Latin America; the stu-
dent uprising in East Timor; the
non-cooperation campaign in the
Baltic States, among others.$

country without an army”

terrorism show us that it is always
possible to pierce even the most
strictsecurity measures. And more
murderous armaments are always
being invented; a biological war,
for example, could mean the ex-

sis looms constantly, both on a
nationaland an international level;
when the indigenous peoples are
demanding their legitimate rights
to their ancestral lands; when the
degradation of the environment
threatens our supply of air, water

. Real
security is found in measures

fentire:

and food; when the degradation of
living itions causes massive

which diminish i and
improve the security of others at
the same time, and this is the di-
rection we should be looking in, it
is in these measures we should
invest the money which would
really be used for defense. The
momentis particularly opportune,
as the East Bloc dissolves bit by
bit, making the threat on our bor-
ders virtually non-existent.

In atime when economic cri-

displacements of populations and
an inevitable multicultural evolu-
tion of continents, it becomes
unacceptable to continue to waste
atenth of the national budget. We
must realize that, rather than
making us weaker, stopping in-
vestment in armed defense can
only reinforce and strengthen our
security, thanks to measures we
could undertake with this money.



4 o May 1991 o The ACTivist

EAST-WEST

—

Paul Valerry, West Germany

Chernobyl disaster goes on

Tre ACTivisT

Five years ago, on April 26,
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor
caught fire, releasing devastating
radioactivity — 300 times more
than the Hiroshima bomb — into
the Ukraineand Byelorussia. Even
today, the disaster continues to
unfold, and the deaths continue to
mount.

Even the evacuation of the
affected areas has not been com-
pleted. 100,000 people were
evacuated in the first year after the
accident, and some 90,000 since
then. But in many “hot spots”,
especially in Byelorussia, the in-
habitants are still waiting until the
government providesthe resources
to resettle them. Current Soviet
plans call for 273,000 to be evacu-
ated in the next year or so. These
people by then will have been
living in a highly radioactive zone
for up to seven years.

Specialmedical files are being
kepton those wholived or still live
in contaminated areas — 600,000
people.

The long-term effects of the
radiation are now showing up in
the population of the Ukraine and
Russia. Themostimmediately and
severely affected, of course, were

the workers who put out the fire
and cleaned up the site. Last April,
100radiation victims who had been
involved in the clean-up went on
hunger strike when they were
denied proper hospital care, and
since then the Soviet government
has increased benefits to those
exposed to radiation. But the costs
can only continue to mount as the
hidden, deadly radioactivity goes
towork. Vladimir CI

Kingdom, 757 farms are still sub-
ject to restrictions on the sale of
sheep, and a Norwegian official
estimates that fresh water fisher-
iesin his district will be affected at
least until the first decade of the
next century. Nearer to the acci-
dent, there are many reports of
mutations in plants and animals,
though in some cases contami-
nated and mutated fish and ani-
I i q

the most senior scientist at the
station, is dying from radiation
exposure — he hasbeen given two
to four years to live — and he
claims that deaths from the acci-
dent so far total about 10,000.
Other estimates are even higher.
Nuclear physicist Richard Webb
says that the total numberof deaths,
worldwide, that will eventually
result from the Chernobyl acci-
dent will be around 280,000. This
is a relatively conservative esti-
mate.

In 1989, women living 90 km
from Chernobyl were being
warned not to become pregnant
due to the risk of mutations; the
incidence of cancer in the area has
doubled; and childhood leukemia
and thyroid disorders are becom-
ing more common all the time.

Evenasfarawayasthe United

And of course the Zone, the thirty-
mile area immediately surround-
ing the plant, is a wasteland, and
will remain so indefinitely.
Meanwhile, the World Health
Organization has announced that
itwillendorse an international plan
to build a centre for radiation-
induced health problems. Unfor-
tunately, the plan calls for the
centre to be built near Moscow,
far from where most of the radia-
tion victims are living. Ukrainians
alsoexpressconcern because, they
say, “weknow that funds collected

Slovenia ponders army

By Marko HREN
This June, the small nation of
Slovenia is o become independent
from Yugoslavia. The country is
now considering whether to arm
itself or become a new country
without an army. Marko Hren
works with the Centre for the
Culture of Peace and Nonviolence
in Ljubljana, Slovenia, and is an
advisor to the president.

Abolition of the army and
radical disarmament are not only
realistic options buy a necessity.
The internationalization of pcace
order on the planet should be a
priority of international commu-
nity, for the simple reason that this
would release enough resources
1o redistribute them to the areas of
education, health (including food)
and pollution, three crucial can-
cers of the planet. A big dream of
many souls in world history was to
create a world peace order. I'm
sure the time is coming for such a
concept to manifest. It needed a
long period of national and inter-
national movements and institu-
tions to constitute themselves.
‘World peace order should be based
on existing networks. There is not
much new to create; it is only
necessary to link existing poten-
tials, international networks in the
fields of education, research,

local civil society request only.

Examples of such states are
Switzerlandand Austria,and Slov-
enia and the Baltic states.

We started the campaign for
the abolition of the army in Slov-
eniain autumn 1989. That was the
main issue of my election cam-
paignasan independent candidate
for New Social Movements (paci-
fist, feminist,. gay/lesbian, rock
subculture, alternative approaches
to psychiatry, medicine and heal-
ing,etc.). The Liberal Party, which
is now in the opposition, fully
adopted our program in Novem-
ber 1989. The Greens joined in
supportingitin October 1990, then
the Communist Party, and, par-
tially, the Socialist Party.

We will try to make the new
Slovenian constitution not to con-
stituteanarmy. We have proposed
a “peace paragraph”, stating that
“Slovenian security policy is based
on global peace politics.” During
the transition period, when the
Yugoslavian army should with-
draw, Slovenia could keep territo-
rial defence troops, and would
finally abolish them with a refer-
endum.

The government, however,
wants to form a new Slovenian
army. This I believe to be ex-
tremely dangerous. The nation, of
2.2 million people, cannot avoid
high grade militarization and big

, politics, dipl y.
The experience for interna-
tional peace order could come from
the cases of small states, which are
willing to become peace zones.
These areas should serve as an
experiment for conversion (indus-
try, jobs, re-education) of an area
too. We have to strongly support
those countries in which there is
political will for radical disarma-
ment and for peace politics.
Abolition of the army in a

around the world toaid Chornobyl
victims and sent through Moscow
typically get mired in Moscow.”
They are asking that people write
to the World Health Organizati

particular mustbe alocal and
global project at the same time.
Peace zones cannot be created by
international decision only, nor by

if it wants to
create and support its own mili-
tary. Furthermore, it can never
make itself secure with an army
and will create conflicts by the
simple fact that it builds relations
on mistrust and fear, constitutes
enemy images and does not have
time and focus for peace activities
and negotiations.

The inertia of the military
thought patiern is strong. We still
have a little time and we will do
our best to prevent Slovenia from
becoming one more weapons
dealer on the black list, one more
military force in Europe.&

and urge them to build the centre
in the Ukraine or Byelorussia.$

"More
Letters

Continued from page 2
ensuring the survival of man
kind...

We receive thousands of
visitors from different parts of
the world, who join us in
sending you and all the peoples
of your country our very best
wishes for health, happiness,
optimism, and every success in
your valuable work for Peace in
this world — our only common
Home!

Yours for a better world of
peace and justice.

Anatoly Ionesov, Director
Museum of Peace and Solidarity
Samarkand, Uzbekistan

The following letter was
sent in response to a February
sit-in at the office of (then)
Finance Minister Michael
Wilson.

Dear Members;

Thank you for your repre-
sentation of February 6, 1991
wnd petition regarding Canada’s
involvement in the Persian Gulf.
Please excuse the delay in my
reply.

I have noted your comments
and appreciate your concerns. I
wish to explain that, although
the government has allocated
additional funds to cover costs
related to our involvement inthe
Persian Gulf war, the funds have
not been provided at the cost of
other programs...

I believe it is important to
point out that the funding has

been provided to cover expendi-
tures in 1991-92 that could not
be absorbed within the normal
budget of the Department of
National Defence. Many of the
costs involved are being offset
by reducing activities and
expenditures in other areas
within National Defence. To the
extent that they cannot be offset
(from elsewhere in the [$12.7
billion] defence budget), they
will be funded from the $600
million special allocation..

Iam pleased to have had
this opportunity to correspond
with the members of your
organization.

Michael H. Wilson
Minister of Finance
Ottawa, Ont.

Queen St. West
United Church
761 Queen St. W.
Toronto, Ont.
362-2004
969-8468

Four views of women in ministry
Mondays at 7:30 pm, beginning May 27th
May 27th
Diaconal Ministry (TBA)

June 3
Bonnie Greene
Division of Mission and Service in Canada
June 10
Shirley Endicott
Education: Wife Assault
June 17
Reverend Nan Hudson
Shalom House

Coffee and bible study, Sundays at 2:00 pm.
All welcome
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The Cold War: alive and well in Korea

By Hyuk-Kvo Sun
KoRrEA REPORT

Much has been said about the
demise of the “Cold War” and the
dawning of a new era in global
peace and cooperatioon. Yet bas-
tions of Cold Warriors can still be
found around the world as mili-
tary tensions and interventions
abound.

The Korean peninsula is a
prime example. Among the na-
tionsarbitrarily dividedin the post-
World War II Cold War order,
Korea is the only nation which
remains un-reunified. Thus, the
Cold War cannot be said to be
truly over until the anachronistic
division of Korea is ended.

Korea's version of the Berlin
Wall stretches 144 miles, bisect-
ing the country. The division of
Korea has kept a homogenous
people with a 5000-year-old heri-
tage separated completely for
nearly a half century. Ten million
Koreans have no ways to learn the
whereabouts of their separated
family members across the bor-
der. Furthermore, thereare nomail,
telephone or transportation link-
ages.

Thehuman tragedy and sense-
less suffering continue as elderly
Koreans pass away without reu-
niting with their loved ones. New
generations of Koreans on both
sides are growing up with no ex-
perience of living in an undivided
Korea.

Today, the United States
maintains 46,000 heavily-armed
combat-ready troops, hundreds of

south Korea. the US

controls the south Korean military
through the Combined Forces
Command structure, and conducts
one of the world’s largest military
exercises in Korea annually.
One of the biggest anomalies
of the Korean division is that the
Korean War has not technically
ended. Only a fragile military

organization for the US, justifying
its military presence in Korea. The
UN, through its unwillingness to
resolve the Cold War entangle-
ment in Korea, allows itself to be
used as an instrument of US for-
eign policy. Once the US and
nominal UN forces disengage from
Korea, the two sides of Korea can
engage in genuine negotiations for

armistice exists; an armed clash
can occur any time. Since the US
signed the armistice (for the US-
led United Nations Ct d)

their future.

Due to budgetary constraints,
the Pentagon has been forced to
i some i of

with north Korea, the US is in a
position to negotiate a settlement.

Yet, US policy maintains the
status quo of the armistice, which
in effect provides a convenient
rationale for the US’s prolonged
military presence in south Korea.

The misuse of the United
Nations’ name in Korea is another
example of the Cold War legacy.
The UN is not acting as an inde-

battle-ready nuclear ,and
well-stocked military bases in

pendent: in Korea. In-
stead, it serves as an umbrella

ARMX show replaces
arms control summit

Continued from page 1

In February, Ottawa’s pro-
posed summit was intended to lay
the groundwork for international
cooperation in controlling the
growth of weapons productionand
the arms trade. “One must have

together arms manufacturers with
international buyers, including
some thatrepresent countries with
poor human rights records.

At the North Pacific confer-
ence the minister spoke of the
“challenge to economic growth
posed by p i and the

the courage of one’:
Clark said in announcing the
summit.

However, he failed to men-
tion the federal government’s in-
tention to allow the use of public
lands for ARMX, an international
weapons show. ARMX is sceduled
to take place at the Carp Airport in
West Carleton Township this
September. The site is located
about 37 km west of Parliament
Hill, and is administered by the
Ministry of Transort.

Initially, Clark said parties to
the summit would adopt coopera-
tive strategies and restrict weap-
ons production and sales by 1995.

As long as arms producers
continue to research, develop and
export weapons and component
parts, they promote and sustain
regional conflict. ARMX brings

abuse of human rights.” Govern-
ment support of ARMX and other
weapons shows seriously under-
mines efforts tocontrol arms trades
and military exports and to redi-
rect the billions of dollars invested
in the military-industrial complex
towards poverty, maldevelopment
and social and environmental
needs — towards real security.

To voice opposition to
Canada’s participation in arms
trading through the ARMX weap-
ons show, supporters are being
urged to write to Transport Minis-
ter Jean Corbeil and External
Affairs Minister Barbara Mac Dou-
gall (House of Commons, Ottawa
Ont., K1A 0A6), the Township of
West Carleton (PO Box 410, Carp
Ont., KOA 1L0) and ARMX or-
ganizer Wolfgang Schmidt (Baxter
Publishing, 310 Dupont St.,
Toronto, M5R 1V9).8

forces in the Asia-Pacific region.
But these adjustments have only
been marginal. The US still main-
tains a massive military presence
in the Northeast Asia region, for-
tifying its military alliances with
Japan and south Korea. The US
Navy continues to hold huge multi-
national naval exercises in the
Pacific. While arms reductions are
occuring in Europe, the US re-
fuses to negotiate an arms control
agrecment in the Asia-Pacific
region.

The Pentagon has proposed a
vague phased withdrawal of US
forces from south Korea. This
proposal could stretch out over
twenty years; meanwhile the US
continues 1o extract more money
from the south Korean govern-
ment to pay for its presence there.
In 1989, the overall support given
to US forces by south Korea to-
talled $2.6 billion.

The US continues to use the

perceived north Korean threat as
the prime pretext for its deep en-
trenchment in Korea and the sur-
rounding region. Lacking new
“evidence” of a “north Korean
threat”, concerns have been raised
about the possible development of
nuclear weapons by north Korea.
Thisquestion should beraised with
the same seriousness as the issue
of the presence of US nuclear
weapons in south Korea. The US
should take steps to withdraw its
nuclear weapons from south Ko-
rea, and north and south Korea
should both pledge not to produce
any nuclear weapons.

The impacts of Cold War
policies and militarization on the
Korean people have been devas-
tating and tragic. Primacy of na-

Survival

for tribal peoples

Urgent Action

Despite Survival’s suc-
cessful campaign against the
multinational paper producer
Scott Paper, the eucalyptus
wood-chip and pulping plant
in Merauke, south east Irian
Jaya, is likely to go ahead.

The project involves the
felling of the tropical forests in
Digui valley, Irian Jaya, home
10 15,000 Auyu andother tribal
peoples.

A complex tropical forest
eco-system will be replaced
by vasteucalyptus plantations.
Many ofthe tribal peoples who
inhabit the area are hunter-
gatherers and rubber tappers,

dent on the

tional security hashi d politi-
cal diversity and freedom on ex-
pression. The exorbitant cost of
militarization has sapped funds for
social programs. The Cold War-
based education and mass media
have indoctrinated hatred and ri-
valry against the other side.

Still, there is agrowing grass-
roots movement to overcome the
Cold War mentality and govern-
ment policies. A flux of civilian-
initiated attempts to bridge the gap
between the two sides of Korea
has helped promote reconciliation
and cooperation. Citizen-to-citi-
zen contacts have shown that reu-
nification isnotanimpossible feat.

With the renewed apprecia-
tion of Korean self-determination
and national sovereignty, the
people in south Korea are openly
protesting the US military pres-
ence. An opposition is forming
against a new site for US military
headquarters, and a national anti-
base coalition has been formed.

Neither the Cold War, nor the
“hot” Korean war, is yet over in
Korea. The US mustend the anach-
ronistic Cold War condition of
Korea, instead of resting on its
laurelsas a victorin the Cold War.
The end of the Cold War in Korea
islong overdue, and the continued
delay only prolongs the torment of
the Korean people.$

PAPUA MERDEKA!

FREE PAPUA!

ANEW VIDEO ABOUT THE
HIDDEN INDONESIAN
GENOCIDE IN WEST PAPUA

Monday 27 May, 7 pm
Euclid Theatre (394 Euclid)

Also showing: EAST TIMOR—BETRAYED BUT NOT BEATEN
(Directed by Peter Monet, 1989)

y
forests. It will therefore be
impossible for them to con-
tinue their way of life. The
Auyuconsider land ownership
to be an “inalienable” (fixed)
right, therefore land cannot be
bought and sold. Sale of land
wouldbe like sellingone’sown
identity. The tribespeople were
not even consulted about the
project on their lands.

Although Scott has with-
drawn its funding, the project
is likely to go ahead with two
Indonesian companies. The
state-owned company, PTT
Inhutani I}, replaces Scott. PT
Astra, the second largest Indo-
nesian company, has been
involved with the project from
the start. One of its sharehold-
ersis the International Finance
Corporation, a subsidiary of
the World Bank.

In response to Survival’s
lobbying, the President of In-
hutani II clearly states in a
letter that the project is in line
with the government policy
towards tribal peoples in Indo-
nesia, which is to “civilize”
and assimilate them into the
mainstream culture, by force
if necessary.

‘The pulp and paper proj-
ect would seriously damage
the environment. Eucalyptus
plantations use a great deal of
water and exhaust the soil,
whilst the pulping project
would pollute the rivers.
Indonesia’s booming but cor-
rupt timber industry destroys
30 hectares of forest every
hour. Already some 60% of
Irian Jaya’s forests have been
applied for as logging conces-
sions.

Please write courteous
letters to the President Suharto
of Indonesia (Presiden RI, Is-
tana Negara, Jalan Veteran,
Jakarta, Indonesia) expressing
your dismay at the views on
tribal people expressed in
Inhutani II’s letter, and de-
manding that the projectshould
not go ahead if the tribal
peoples affected by it remain
opposed 1o it.
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Scenes of suffering
from Iraqi capital

By Rick McCurcHEON
SeeciAL 10 THE ACTIvIST

Mahmoud Hassan is in his
late twenties and had been mar-
ried two and a half years. I spoke
with him in Baghdad on March
26, in front of hishouse, justacross
the street from the Al-Ameriya
bomb shelter destroyed by US
warplanes. The nightof the bomb-
ing Mahmoud had a long discus-
sion with his twenty-two year old
wifeIman. On her lap sat their one
and a half year old daughter
Ghofran. They had been trying to
leave Baghdad that day because of
the continuous bombardment.
Lack of fuel, however, made itim-
possible. After much discussion,
he said, they decided that Iman
and Ghofran would go to the shel-
ter one more night and they would
try again in the morning to leave
Baghdad. Mahmoud stayed at
home.

Iman and Ghofran perished
that night, and Mahmoud will live
with the decision to send them to
the ill-fated “shelter.” A black
banner hangs outside their home
with the names of Iman and
Ghofran etched there forall to see.
Black banners carrying the names
of perished loved ones hung out-
side virtually every house on the
streets around the shelter. One
home had lost all its inhabitants;
the neighbours hung a black ban-
ner for them. AsTwalked amongst
these people—Fatiya Mutlag who
lost a teenage son, Aruba Abdul
Hadid who lost seven family
members, Ghossam who lost his
mother and three sisters — the
black banners began to hang inmy
mind.

The human cost of this war
will never be known. What was
not covered up by the war propa-
ganda machines in the West has
been obliterated by theintensecivil
warof the East. The perfectcover-
up, the perfect murder: no identi-
fiable bodies, no traces of the
crime’s perpetrator. The murder
of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador
repeated on a new world order
scale. An entire country withouta
face, withouta name — except for
Saddam Hussein.

Our Red Crescent translator
described Alathamiya districtas a
typical middle class neighbour-
hood in Baghdad. The houses on
both sides of the street were close
together. Children peered over the
highconcrete fence across theroad
as I exited the van’s door. Piles of
bricks and rubble indicated where
houseshadonce stood. Neighbours
said seven houses had stood there
in which about forty people had
lived. The houses are gone and the
people are dead. An older man
kept saying that a rocket had hit
the houses and he showed me the
place where it “landed.” By rocket
they meant a cruise missile, I was
told. At least four or five people
indicated the same thing. I do not
know how they knew it was a

cruise missile, but I do know that
there was no military target any-
where near these houses. And I
have no reason to doubt that forty
people were killed there in Alath-
amiya. How many people have to
be killed by smart bombs before
they become dumb bombs? Forty?
Or forty thousand?

A little girl played with a
broken doll sitting in the rubble.
Her guardian, perhaps her grand-
mother, was fetching water froma
broken half-inch copper pipe pro-
truding from under the edge of the
torn road. This was the only water
available to the neighbourhood,
and that only for a couple of hours
each day. There was no pushing
and shoving to get to the water.
The little girl watched me intently
as I knelt down to her level to take
her picture. Even as I brought the
camera up to my eye and took the
photograph, later to be run in major
English newspapers, she kept me
fixed in her gaze. Even now she
keeps me fixed in her gaze. She
will grow up, if she grows up,
reading about how Canada par-
ticipated in killing her friends.
What will my little niece read
growing up in Canada?

A concerted effort is under-
way in Canadaand other countries
10 help alleviate suffering in Iraq.
‘We have pledged to raise funds to
purchase ambulances for the Kar-
bala Hospital, 88 kilometres south-
west of Baghdad. I urge you to
contribute. The money will go
towards easing the suffering, sav-
ing the lives of the civilian victims
of this horrific war. Cheques can
be made out to Canadian Friends
Service Committee (CFSC) --
Karbala Ambulance Project, mail-
ing address 60 Lowther Ave,
Toronio, Ontario, M5R 1C7. All
donations are tax deductible.$

Rick McCutcheon is coordi-
nator of the Canadian Friends
Service Committee. He returned
April 2 fromafour-weekiripto the
Middle East to help assess the
human cost of the Gulf War and to
aid in supplying medical assis-
tance to victims of the war inIraq.
Rick visited Iraqg March24-29; he
was in Baghdad and was among
the first foreigners to visit the holy
city of Karbala after fighting be-
tween non-government and gov-
ernment forces had ceased.

Girl in ruins, Baghdad, Iraq [Photo: Rick McCutcheon]

Kurds: “Do not forget us”

By DaNIEL GATTI
INTER PRESS SERVICE

©1991, all rights reserved

CUKURCA, Turkey — Amid
their intense suffering, the Kurds
massed along the Turkey-Iraq
frontier, part of a pitiful wave of
human suffering, are determined
not to lose their self-respect.
Time and again, the refugees
are at pains to point out to visiting
Jjournalists that they do not want to
be treated — or described — as
wretched souls deserving pity.
They are simply claiming their
rights, and hope that after the fo-
cusof mediaattention moves else-
where, the world community will
still remember their plight.
Approaching a group of for-
eign correspondents, Ibrahim
raised his arms to heaven and said
almost with a sob, “Do not forget
us. Now we need aid, but after-
wards we want to be free.”
About 40 years old, Ibrahim
appears older because he is dirty.
Soaked to the skin from the rain
and sleet, sick and trembling with

I want to help the Karbala Ambulance project help i
civilian victims of war in Iraq

cold from the sleepless night, he
still holds his head high.

Although aid has been flow-
ing with more consistency, chil-
dren and adults are continuing to
die of hunger, cold and dysentery,
lving amidst the mud and excre-
ment in this refugee camp.

“We prefer dying under
Saddam’s bullets to falling vic-
tims of hunger and Turkish brutal-
ity,” one refugee said. However,
the situation in this frontier zone
indicates that for the moment the
majority refuse to place any trust
in Saddam Hussein’s promises.

In refugee camps like
Cukurca, resentment against Turk-
ish soldiers runs deep. There are
reports of Turkish soldiers carry-
ing out brutal actions against refu-
gees. Some Kurds say beatings,
insults and even shootings are the
order of the day. They say Turkish
soldiers robrefugeesof food, tents
and even blankets, which are then
sold in the black market that al-
ready flourishes here.

“The Turks want us atall cost
to leave here. They are afraid we
might settle down here and be a

| D Enclosed is my donation to help purchase ambulances for Karbala hospital
| [ Please send me further information about conditions in Iraq

| D I would like to help organize events in my area to raise money for KAP

| Name.

| Address

| City
| Telephone number

Province

Postal Code

| Canadian Friends' Service Committee, 60 Lowther Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M5R 1C7

All donations are tax deductible

|
=

danger for Turkey’s territorial in-
tegrity,” said Abdul, who until
February was a teacher of French
in the Iraqi city of Altun-Kupri.

‘With some 12 million people,
the Kurds constitute around 20
percent of the Turkish population.
Kurds are also part of the popula-
tions in Iraq, Iran, Greece, Syria
and the Soviet Union.

‘Western countries, especially
the United States, are also the tar-
get of criticism from the Kurds of
Cukurca. A 20 year old youth on
seeing us cried out, “And now
George Bush has betrayed us.”

The young man lamented that
the Kurds “simply served as pup-
pets and then were abandoned as
soonasthe United States achieved
its war aims.”

“In 70 years of uprisings to
gain our rights we have always
beendefeated, and we cannotcount
on the support of anyone,” de-
clared haji, leaning against a trac-
tor bogged down in the mud.

Like Ibrahim and Abdul, Haji
clutchesontothe memory of those
15 days of the “Kurdish spring” in
March, when the “peshmerga”
(literally, those who face death)
fighters believed for a moment
that they had actually liberated
Iragi Kurdistan. Then came the
Iragi counterattack.

‘While some Kurds think about
migration to a western country,
others would prefer to return to
Iraq, provided there were guaran-
tees that there will be no more
massacres.

Haji got off his haunches and
rose to his feet, saying, “When all
this is over, and you journalists
leave the camps, perhaps you will
not speak about us anymore, and
once more we shall be forgotten.”8

Human rights
deteriorate in
Emir’'s Kuwait

Human rights groups are
expressing increasing concern
over the situation in Kuwait.
Amnesty International has called
on the Emir to end the human
rights abuses by government
troops and militia, who are arrest-
ing, torturing and in some cases
executing suspected “collabora-
tors” (many of them Palestinians).
Amnesty expressed particular
concernoverconditions inaprison
outside Kuwait City, where over
600 people are being held.

It is not only the Kuwaiti
military who have been involved,
however. A US source revealed
on April 26 that US special forces
had been involved in sweeps of
Palestinian districts along with
Kuwaiti special forces. Hundreds
ofarrests were made, there is much
evidence of torture, and at least
350 Palestinians civilians are still
missing and presumed dead.

And there is also evidence
that the “death squads” who have
carried out executions of Palestin-
ian and other civilians were or-
ganized by members of the Ku-
waiti royal family, notably by one
of the sons of the Emir himself.$
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Darlington safety questions remain

By MARIA ARRAIAL
ToE ACT1vIST

Five years after Chemnobyl,
more cracks started to appear in
the Darlington nuclear power sta-
tion.

‘The cracks, on the generating
shaft of reactor Unit 2 of the giant
nuclear plant, were very close to
the site of a larger crack found a
year earlier, in March 1990. And
they once again raised serious
questions about the safety of Dar-
lington — questions never an-
swered while the station was being
built, questions that remain unan-
swered today. Meanwhile, the need
for the station’s electricity has still
not been shown.

In 1986, amidst the disap-
proval and concern of other gov-
ernment officials, Vincent Kerrio,
then Ontario’s Energy Minister,
gave approval for the completion
of the Darlington Nuclear Power
Plant in Newcastle, 50 kilometres
east of Metro Toronto. This was
after the Liberals had promised,
during the campaign that brought
them to power, to kill Darlington.
Their betrayal of this pledge would
be emulated by the New Demo-
cratic Party after its election last
fall.

Kerrio’s decision was based
on the uncertainty of other options
and the $7 billion already commit-
ted to the $11 billion plant. In
November 1989 the Atomic En-
ergy Control Board (AECB)
granted Ontario Hydro license to
test Darlington. But, in December
1989, license to proceed from
testing to power production was
denied due to the AECB’s con-
cerns for additional safety equip-
ment at the nuclear plant and

Newcastie’s
dissatis-
faction

fire plans
and con-
formityto
building
regula-
tions.
(Compli-
ance with
provin-
cial laws
wasapre-
condition
for grant-
ing Dar-
lingtonits
operating
license.)
Faced
with the
possible
revoca-
tion of his
previous
license,
Hydro’s
SemorVmePresndentAuronen-
berg affirmed that the addi

Hydto license to fully operalc
without

safety equipment would soon be
installed, but restated his position
that Darlington’s fire safety plan
wasadequatesince it was approved
by the fire marshall’s office in the
Ministry of the Solicitor General.
Provincial law requires fire safety
to be approved by the local fire
chief, in this case Michael
Creighton in Newcastle. He with-
held consent because he felt that
the plans failed to deal with the
potential hazards of a fire in a
nuclear facility.

Despite all this, the AECB in
February 1990 granted Ontario

consent. The possible dlSaSlCK'S
Newcastle is concerned about are
nuclear fire and hydrogen explo-
sionand oil fire which could affect
7,000 to 8,000 Darlingtonemploy-
ees and 34,000 residents of the
town. Ontario Hydro maij

generator
shaft. This
prompted
Ontario
Hydro to
reduceone
of the four
generators
to1%ofits
power.
Tohe 158
March,
two more
cracks
were dis-
covered
very close
to the
same spot
of this
larger
crack. Last
year the
plant was
closed
down for
three
months
while a
modified
shaft from unit4 generator was in-
stalled. Unit 2 reactor (whose
steam drives the generator) has
been shut down since mid-Janu-
ary after inspections revealed
damage to the cylinders that hold
nuclear fuel. This reactor was
scheduled lo be back in place by

that built-in safety devices make
suchan explosionimpossible. Not
so: malfunctions can and do hap-
pen.

In March 1990, fire safety
employeesat Darlington were con-
cerned over a potential hydrogen
explosion in one of the reactors
due to a crack in the 200-tonne

Canadian nuclear reactor sale brings

By RicHaRD KRECHOWICZ
NUCLEAR AWARENESS NEWS

‘The federal governmentis still
considering the loan of a further
$250 million to Romania in order

and the International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions. It was
David Funderburk, US Ambassa-
dortoRomania from 19810 1985,
who first referred to “forced slave
labour” at the Cernavoda site.
Tumnw human rights activist and

o pl ion of five icher Wally Keeler
nuclear CANDU reactors at Cer-  hag alleged that External Affairs
navoda. The Canadian and Atomic of CanadaLtd.

is ignoring mounting evidence of
problems with the quality of the
construction work as well as re-
lated human rights abuses. Peace
supportersarebeing asked to write
toMinisterof External Affairs Bar-
bara MacDougall to ask that the
loan not be made.

Energy Minister Jake Epp is
responsible for Atomic Energy of
Canada Ltd., and his recommen-
dation for the Romanian loan will
go to the Export D P

have ignored abuses. “AECL saw
nothing. It was deaf, dumb and
blind atatime when somany other
human rights groups and Western
£0! were fully cognizant

Front asked AECL to take over
projectmanagementand engineer-
ing.

The evidence coming out of
Romania increasingly indicates

... and weapons fear to s

THE ACTIVIST, WITH
NUCLEAR AWARENESS NEWS

Both Koreas are considered
“threshold” nuclear states, on the

of conditions at Cernavoda and
Romania in general. How is it,”
Keelerasked, “thatthe only people
who saw nothing were those on
the nuclear industry payroll?”
Problems at the reactor have
included substandard welding, and

Corporation, whichis overseen by
Minister of International Trade
Michael Wilson. Epp has already
decided against an investigation
of abuses at Cernavoda.
Romanian human rights vio-
lations have been documented and
reported by Amnesty International

massive of welding
records, as well as reports of air
pockets in concicie which could
lead to corrosion of the reinforc-
ing steel. There are also questions
about seismic studies made in the
area. Following the change in
regimes, the National Salvation

verge of

nuclear weaponscapablluy North
Korea is thought to have received
aid from the Soviet Union in the
pastand Libya today; south Korea
seemsto be getting more help from
Canada than from any other coun-

In 1975, the same yeaar that
the then-dictator of south Korea,
General Park Chung-Hee, declared
his intent to acquire nuclear weap-
ons, Canada sold his regime a
Candu reactor — the same type of
reactor India had used a year ear-
lierto make its own nuclearbomb.

early Ap titat
May, at l.he earliest. Tom Adams,
analyst with Energy Probe, said
the delay would be at least five
months and would cost Hydro
$170 million or more in replace-
ment power.

Darlington has had problems
with its reactors and its generator.
It has exceeded its budget of $11

unanswered

billion, costing around $12.5 bil-
lion. Repairs and substitutions are
very costly. In December 1985, a
special legislative committee on
Darlington reported that “Ontario
Hydro had overestimated by al-
most three times the peak demand
for power at the turn of the century
and may not even require the
energy from the four Darlington
reactors, to be completed by 1992,
until well into the 21st century ...
Nuclear reactors are generally
planned with a life expectancy of
about 40 years, after which they
are dismantled and their radioac-
tive parts stored.” This would make
the reactors at Darlington obso-
lete by the time they are needed.

Besides the problems with
Darlington itself, there are two
other problems associated with the
plant.

The firstis that nuclear power
plants require a supply of ura-
nium: mined at enormous human
and environmental costs (see The
ACTivist 7#2). The second prob-
lem is the inescapable fact that
uranium used for electricity can
and does often end up in military
weapons. In 1974, India detonated
a nuclear bomb using plutonium
produced in a research reactor
given to her by Canada. Realizing
this connection and the dangers of
breakdowns and explosions such
asthose at Chernobylin the USSR,
Windscale in England and Three
Mile Island in the United States,
many nations have either non-
nuclear policies (Australia and
New Zealand) orare currently can-
celling plans or phasing out nu-
clear power stations (Sweden,
Austria, Italy, the Philippines, Brit-
ain and the USSR).&

suffering to Romania ...

that the so-called “revolution” in
December 1989 was actually a
smoke screen to disguise a coup.
NDP External Affairs critic Bill
Blaikie said, “We have no reason

In the mid-1980s Canadian.and
south Korean nuclear officials
discussed plutonium extraction
technologies, something south
Korea would need to perfect if in
order to build nuclear weapons.
In December 1990, Atomic
Energy of Canada Ltd. (AECL)
made its first Candu sale since
1980 — when contracts were
signed with the government of Ni-
colae Ceaugescu to build the noto-
rious Cernavoda reactor station,
since revealed to have used slave
labour — to south Korea. Con-
structionon the Wolsong 2 reactor
isexpected tobegin in 1992 along-
side the first Candu, on the
southeastem seacoastabout 60km
north of Pusan. The projectis fore-
cast to cost $1.2 billion, but only
$50millionof thatwill goto AECL

to be confident that they would be
any more careful about construc-
tion standards, labour conditions
or the quality of work than the
previous regime.”$

outh Korea

and $350 million to Canadian
companiesinOntario, Québec and
British Columbia.

“The federal government is
giving AECL $224 million per
year in subsidies, and historically,
the company has received over
$14 billion, so the Korean deal
doesn’t even come remotely close
tomaking the deal profitable,” said
Irene Kock of the Nuclear Aware-
ness Project.§




8 » May 1991  The ACTivist

ARMS TRADE

General Electric feelmg effects of boycott

By Davip WEBSTER
Tue ACTivisT

Just months after American
activists forced General Electric
to pull out of one of its major
nuclear weapons facilities, the GE
boycott in Canada went national.

Peace and environment
groups have been boycotting
General Electric, one of the fore-
mostnuclear weaponmakersinthe
United States, since 1986, ina bid
1o get GE out of the nuclear busi-
ness. In November, the company,
already stung by as much as $100
million in lost sales resulting from
the boycott, suddenly announced
it was withdrawing from its 34-
year old contract with the Depart-
ment of Energy to make the neu-
tron generator — one of the nu-
clear bomb “triggers” — for every
US nuclear weapon. GE said it
was ending production at the Pi-
nellas Plant near Tampa, Florida,
because of the “exorbitant” cost of
complying with tougher environ-
mental regulations imposed by the
United States government.

INFACT, the group which has
been co-ordinating the boycott,
praised this “giant first step to-
wards complete withdrawal from

‘Women and Canadian Physicians
for the Prevention of Nuclear War
launched a national medical boy-
cottof GE systems, pointing to the
hypocrisy of a buying technolo-
gies meant to preserve life from a
company whose major production
consists of technologies of death.
CAT Scanmachinesandother big-
ticket items cost upwards of $1
million apiece, physicians say, so
the move could hurt GE badly. A
boycott by some US health-care
facilities has already cost GE$18.3
million (US).

< InToronto, ACT for Disar-
mament targetted Valdi’s discount
stores, which carry only GE light
bulbs. “We areasking that Valdi’s
stock competitors’ light bulbs so
that the public, which is opposed
to the nuclear arms race, have an
option to adding to the profits of
GE when shopping at Valdi’s,”
ACT wroteinalettertothe chain’s
purchasing agent.

* in Ottawa, Calgary,
Oakville, Peterborough (home of
GE Canada’s main plant) and
across the country, awareness-
raising and the collection of GE
boycott pledges went on.

GE Canada is engaged in a
small amount of weapons compo-

nuclear weapons p: " but
added that GE is still one of the top
contractors for nuclear weapons
systems components, continuing
1o contribute to every weapons
system — including missiles and
warheads, engines for the B-2
“Stealth” bomber, nuclear reac-
tors and guidance systems for the
Trident submarine, and orbital
nuclear reactors designed as part
of the star wars system.

“This is a good first step, but
we are putting GE on notice that
we will continue to campaign very
hard to get them to withdraw from
the nuclear weapons business
completely,” INFACT said.

Activistsin Ontarioand Nova
Scotiaagreed, and in March raised
the Canadian boycott campaign
another notch:

+ In Halifax, the Voice of

nent at its plant in
Bromont, Québec, but its main
contribution to the nuclear busi-
ness is the manufacture of ura-
nium dioxide fuel rods in Toronto
and Peterborough for use in On-
tario Hydro’s Pickering and Dar-
lington nuclear reactor stations.
This production, like so much of
the industry, is shrouded in se-
crecy: no access to the nuclear
production facility is allowed to
non-employees at GE’s rare open
houses in Peterborough, while the
Toronto plant is registered with
the city as a “ceramics factory.”
“GE knows the handwriting
is on the wall,” says INFACT di-
rector Nancy Cole. “Pressure from
INFACT’s campaign, combined
with a declining nuclear weapons
market, the public calling for shifts
in national priorities, and an in-

Phone: (416) 924-1422 Fax: (416) 924-1749

Work

Diploma Programme _in_Communif

George Brown College offers a Diploma Programme in
Community Work to persons with a strong commitment to
numan rights, social justice and community development in a
mutticultural society.

This is a two-year, full-time programme of classroom study
and supervised work in the field.

We start in September and end in May.

For more information or to arrange an interview, call (416
867-2185.

L

creasing potential for nuclear lia-
bility all add up to one conclusion:
GE’s financial interests no longer
liein nuclear weapons work. GE’s
first step — to stop producing the
neutron ‘triggers’ for nuclear
‘bombs — isa good example of the
leadership role GE can play in
turning our country’s economy
away from nuclear weapons and
towards peaceful production.”

Although they deny the boy-
cott is hurting them, GE admits
consumer pressure could affect it.
Nuclear weapons production “is
not a high-profit business for
Gemal Electric,” says company
spokesperson Shirley Cheatam.
INFACT estimates that 3.5 mil-
lion Americans are now boycott-
ing GE — more than one in a
every hundred people. The num-
ber of Canadian boycotters, mean-
while, is growing fast.8

Does Your Bank
Finance
Nuclear Power?

If this concerns you, why
not join the only financial
institution in Toronto that
supports progressive social
change...

Bread & Roses
Credit Union

348 Danforth Avenue, Suite 211

The television war

By DonNA SMyTH
ATLANTIC PEACELETTER

In 1986, General Electric
bought the RCA Corporation, the
largest TV manufacturer in the
United States and owner of the
NBC radio and television net-
works. In this one move, GE fused
information and entertainment,
high tech and a built-in audience,
with a right-wing political and
military agenda. All that was
missing was a war — the proper
kind of war.

For GE, the crisis in the Gulf

couldn’t have come at a better
time. And, as it wmed out, it
couldn’t have come in a better
package. A high tech war fought
in prime time somewhere in the
Middle East, not threatening the
American homeland. An enemy
easily demonized. Little visible
blood and gore. Much glitz and
glitter and “gee-whizzing” at the
weapons systems display.

NBCevenbosted thatitwould
have the cutting edge of coverage:
mini-camerasattached to the heads
of warheads of ther missiles de-
signed by GE.&

Fund Academic Needs
Not Defence Spending

York University Graduate Students’ Association
(GSA), N911 Ross, 736 2100 ext. 3453

Fund clinics in all province
Expand services
Stop federal health
cutbacks

abortion

No woman should have to pay

Demonstrate

Bay and Wellesley
Ontario Coalition for
Ministry of Health Abortioh Clifies

for further inf
for further information 969-8463

contact:

May 25, 12 noon

site wheelchair accesible
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James Bay leak
AKWESASNE (Québec-New York) —

When peace came to the nations

For centuries, the people of the
Haud: (Iroqois) Confederacy has
livedwithout armies under the Great Law of
Peace. A shortened version follows of the
story of the Peacemaker, founder of the
Confeceracy, as told by traditional Mo-
hawk chief Tom Porter at the Native Cana-
dian Centre last fall. The excerpt begins as
the F ker, having proved himself to

Details of asecret Hydro-Québec deal tosell
power from James Bay I dams at aloss have
been published in Québec for the first time
— illegally —in a Mohawk newspaper.

Doug George, editor of Indian Times,
said he would go to jail if necessary to
defend the paper’s right to publish the infor-
mation. Details of the provincially-owned
utility’s deal with a Norwegain company to
sell hydro-electric power for less than the
cost of production have previously been
published in Australia and Norway, but a
court order made releasing the information
in Québec illegal...

Hydro-Québec is embroiled in a battle
with Cree and Inuitnatives of the James Bay
region over its plans to dam four rivers,
flooding an area larger than PEL

Meanwhile, several small towns in
Vermont have rejected their share of con-
tracts to buy James Bay electricity after a
tour of the state by Cree leaders.

Contracts with New England utilities
are worth $22 billion to Hydro-Québec.
Hydro chairman Richard Drouin recently
admitted he was worried that cancellation of
the American contracts would delay James
Bay II, scheduled for completion by 1998,
by six years.

No applause for commission
VICTORIA — The federal government's
announcement that a long-awaited Royal
Commission on native issues would finally
be set up is being greeted as “too little, too
late” by native activists. The 300 people
attending the First Nations Congress of B.C.
meeting where Prime Minister Brian Mu-
Ironey made the announcement sat silently
with folded arms as Mulroney paused for
applause.

“We don’t need a Royal Commission
to tell us we're poor, we know we’re poor.”
said Georges Erasmus, national chief of the
Assembly of First Nations.

Vote ordered for Oka

KANEHSATAKE (Québec) — Indian Af-
fairs Minister Tom Siddon has ordered a
plebiscite on whether to hold band council
elections at this troubled Mohawk territory,
site of last summer’s Oka crisis. Current
Grand Chief George Martin, like past chiefs
chosen by women elders, condemned the
plebiscite. He was joined in this by Warrior
supporters who last summer called for his
ouster. But Jerry Peltier, chairperson of the
Kanehsatake Mohawk Coalition which is
negotiating the Okaland claim with Ottawa,
called elections “long overdue.”

UN given ultimatum

UNITED NATIONS — After being turned
away from the United Nations three times,
the Hopi will return just once more, says
Thomas Banyacya, carrier of the Hopi pro-
phecies.

The Hopi have made previous trips to
try to raise their land rights and nuclear
issues, and made another visit along with
Trogois Confederacy chief Oren Lyons to try
to try to stop the Gulf wa last December. The
two camped out for several days in the halls,
but no UN official would meet them.

“Fourth time we're not gonna go there
no more,” Banyacya said. “We'll tum our
faces to the western direction. Then
something’s gonna happen real fast. That's
what I fear to see happen.”

be a messenger of the Creator, confronts
the leading war chief of the Mohawk people.

And so the Peacemaker said to that war
leader, “Now, I want you to repent now, to
be sorrowful, for all the people that you
have killed in your life. And I'm going to
change your mind, seven times how much
power you had tokill, for the good.” And so
the old war leader repented. And he said,
“My Creator, I'm sorry that I have killed
people, and brought pain to people.” And so
it was that the Peacemaker put that man up
as the first leader of the Iroquois Confeder-
acy. And then they organized the Mohawk
Nation under National Council,and he said,
“That is the beginning of the Great Law of
Peace.”

The Great Law of Peace is three things.
Number one — the good mind. The good
mind is what the Great Law of Peace is.
With a good mind, the second principle is
the power, the strength. It don’t mean
hatchet. Itdon’t meankilling spear. It means,
the strength to have health, to have the
power to teach your children, to make your
house warm in the frozen months. To live.
And when you have those two, following it,
the third principle will be peace. Peace will
come. Those are the three principles of the
Great Law of Peace.

After the Peacemaker went around, he
made all of the leaders of the Confederacy
thatused tobe killers torepent their wrongs,

and to take up the good mind, the way of
peace. And so it was, that when he finished
the whole Five Nations, he said, “Now,
there is that Tree of Peace growing, and it’s
great symbolism, there are four white roots,
north, south, west and east. The roots of
peace. The tree is so fantastic that it pierces
the sky. And its branches goes to every
direction a long ways. And under the
branches there is a shade. And in that shade
the humans will sit in peace. No more war
forevermore.”

And so the Peacemaker said, “Now.
I’m gonna uproot this tree up.” And he
pulled it out. And when he pulled it out of
the Mother Earth, there was a big hole in
there. And at the bottom of that cavity or
hole, there was ariver, astream, that went to
the underworld. Swift. And then the Peace-

maker said, Now, all Mohawk warriors, all
men, all Oneida men, all Onondaga men, all
Cayuga men, all Seneca men, I want you to
come forth now to this hole. And I want you
now to bring all your hatchets, all your
spears, and all the weapons you have that
cause injury, or the killing or the harming of
another human being. All of the nations.
And I ask you now to cast those weapons of
war in there. And they did. Mohawks came
by the hundreds, and they threw them in
there. Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, one
after another. And so after that, he said,
“Now, that river under there is taking those
weapons of war to the unknown regions
forevermore. And now I replant the Tree of
Peace on top, to sanction this deed of the
Haudenosaunee people.

And now, one Seneca man said, “But
Peacemaker, what happens if somebody,
maybe Ojibway, maybe Passamaquodie,
comes here and makes war with me, and T
have no more weapon?”

And so the Peacemaker said, “Here.”
And he gave him sacred tobacco ina pouch.
He said, “You will make a sacred fire, and
you will burn that sacred tobacco. And that
sacred smoke will go to the Creator’s land
in the universe, and all the universal powers
will listen, if you use 100% a good mind, as
you doit. With no malice. Then you will not
need no weapon of war.”

And sothat’s what the Peacemaker did
when he made the Confederacy. He took
away all of the war-chiefs, and he put peace
chiefs up, so there will be peace in the
world. It is the world’s first disarmament.

That is the saddest thing in my eyes,
when I see our people using the guns against
anybody. The sacred tobacco is more power,
and it will take our people to the right place
in the future. And so that’s all I want to
say.8

“My people were given the instructions to take
care of Mother Earth,” Mohawk elder Ann Jock of
Akwesasne told the hundreds who attended Project
Indigenous Restoration in Toronto during Earth
Week. “We have to go back to the original instruction
and heal ourselves, heal all living things.”

More than 50 elders, chiefs and traditional
teachers attended the three-day event, organized by
the Artists/Environment Forum. They spoke at
Queens Park, at OISE, and, most importantly, to
thousands of students in Toronto schools.

[Photo: Terrence Durrant]
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PEACE ACTION

Peace activists gather to share and come

By CoLLEEN COONEY
AND SAuL CHERNOS
Tre ACTIvVIST

Peace activists must unite,
share ideas and join in common
campaignsifradical social change
is to oceur.

This was the common feeling
expressed at a gathering of peace
activists ‘April 14 at Dragonfly
Farm, just west of Orillia.

30 people arrived from
Oakville, Toronto, Lindsay, Co-
boconk, Gravenhurst, Washago,
Craighurst and Orillia. The Sun-
day afternoon, marked by both
sunshine and rain, was spent dis-
cussing the problems and suc-
cesses of the peace movement.

Quite a few people said they
had experienced physical discom-
fort and illness as a result of the
Gulf War. Admiration was ex-
pressed for those who demon-
strated opposition to the war by
taking to the streets.

Participants feltoverwhelmed
and disempowered by the war yet
strengthened by the organizing
against it. 11 year old Sarah from
Coboconk told of classmates
amazed there was a war and anx-
ious for it to end quickly.

Connections were made be-
tween all sorts of issues and the
war. Environmentalists noted the
connection between the need to
clean up the Great Lakes and the
dangerous visits of nuclear-ca-
pable warships. Links were also

together

=7 N
| May calendar
:for peace

I nda

1 No to Army Recruitment!

] gather outside the London
Canadian Forces Base on
Oxford Street 3:30-5 pm. (If
you are unable to attend,
phone the Army Base at 660
[ 5275 to register your disap-
1 proval.) Contact: David (519)
1 434-5441.

I June 5

1 ACT Toronto general meet-
| ings at 736 Bathurst St.,
south entrance (1 block S. of
Bloor). Contact: (416) 531~
6154.

Saturday, May 11

drawn between peace issues and
domestic and interpersonal vio-
lence.

Many high school students
attended and the seeds of network-
ing were sown. Students from
Lindsay, Orillia and Oakville
exchanged experiences, ideas and
contact addresses.

The idea for the conference
came from the sense that peace
andsocial movementactivists need
to work in harmony with one
another if we are to achieve any

Classified

East Timor and Kuwait: a new
backgrounder from the East Timor
Alert Network, available NOW for
$1 from PO Box 562, Station P,
Toronto, M5S 2T1.

The Kurdish Relief Fund desper-
ately requires non-perishable food
donations, clothing & financial
contributions to aid millions of starv-
ing and homeless Kurdish children,
teen & adult refugees facing geno-
cide under the Iraqi military regime
led by Saddam Hussein. Dona-
tions will be accepted at The
KURDISH RELIEF FUND, 30
Charles St. W., Suite 425, Toronto.

Let us do it for you. Layout and
design assistance at reasonable
prices. Contact The ACTivist, 416-
531-6154.

The real Cuba! An educational 2
week trip to Cuba, Aug. 4-18, 91.
Visit a Cuban factory and meet
with workers and trade union lead-

the construction of housing or the
harvest - visit a hospital, school
andthe Old City of Havanaand the
Museum of the revolution - meet
with Cuban youth - attend an event
of the 91 Pan Am Games - and
more! Est. price $895 includes
airfare, meals, accomodation. $500
deposit due June 15. Phone for
info and applications. Toronto 533-
1225 or 535-0916, Montreal 270-
0197, Vancouver 873-8898. Or-
ganized by the Canada Cuba Cul-
tural Interchange (CCCI) and the
Cuban Institute for Friendship with
the Peoples (ICAP).

There’s no life like it! Volunteer
for ACT for Disarmament. Offivce
staffing, street outreach, poster-
ing, fundraising and much more
needs doing. Call ACT, 531-6154.

Reach 10,000 readers who care
about peace, ecology and human
rights. Classified ads are available
for $10 for 25 words or less, $5 for
each ti 25 words or less.

ers - meet rep! of the
Federation of Cuban Women -
participate in volunteer labour in

Deadline for next issue: May 24.

CANDIAN ACTION FOR NICARAGUA

working for peace and social justice since 1979

Environmental

Work Brigade

to central Nicaragua for the
last 3 weeks of August ,
working on co-operative
farms; fee all-inclusive
Apply by May 15th

Magda Enriquez tour
FSLN representative to
Canada and the U.S.

Public Meeting

Tuesday, May 21, 7:30 pm
Bloor St. United Church

300 Bloor St. W. (at Huron)

‘or more information call 534-1766

gains. The conference was just
one of many events leading up to
the Ontario Peace Conference
(OPC) in Toronto the weekend of
September 13 to 15.

The OPC will be an event far
beyond provincial proportions.
Coinciding with the annual meet-
ing of Ontario activists will be the
annual conference of the Interna-
tional Peace Bureau. For Ontari-
ans, this means an opportunity to
meet people who are doing the
very same thing in a now-united
Germany, in Poland, in Japan, in
developing countries, in the United
States and around the world.

Other events include this

year’s 9th annual Spring Peace
Protest on Saturday, May 11 at
Queen’s Park,and a series of walks
to protest the ARMX weapons
trade show slated for late Septem-
ber in the Ottawa suburb of Carp.
Walks from Windsor, North Bay
and other locations will pass
through Toronto and end with a
massive rally in Ottawa on Sep-
tember 21. ACT Orilliais helping
coordinate the North Bay wing of
the walk.

Many thankstoJoyceand Bob
of Dragonfly Farm for providing a
mostaccomodating meeting place.

For a World Without Armies.
Join ACT for Disarmament’s
Ninth Annual Spring Protest
for Peace at Queen's Park, 1
I pm. Contact: (416) 531-6154.

Sunday, May 12

Mother’s Day Action for
Peace: paint a chalk shadow
on the sidewalk in the early
1 hours of the morning.

1 Contact: (416) 537-9343

ur
DisARMX 91 Walkathon, 10 1
1km through Toronto. Half pro- 1
| ceeds go to DisARMX, half to |
group of your choice. Con- 1
tact: (416) 461-2274.
e

The hills of Medonte Township|
were most inspiring.&

e

| PEACE IN OUR COMMUNITY: CONNECTIONS

\ Festival

Oakville
Peace

| Sunday, June 2
' Coronation Park

:#wwaswwwwww

]

' ]

962-34

96 Harbord Street
85

A Jeerager
Fathers
_ KidsBooks )
and more |
‘all under one roof
Parentbooks

201 Harbord St.. Toronto. Ont. M5S 1H6
Mon Sat. 1030 6

Phone (416) 537-8334
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An Innu woman and child hold a protest sign at Canadian
Forces Base Goose Bay, where the low-level flight tests are

ducted. Flight tests conti and are i ing yearly,
despite the protests of the Innu and their supporters across
Canada.

Chernobyl: decay and holocaust

Raspad

directed by Mikhail Belikov
Dovzhenko Studios (Kiev)/Pacific
Film Fund (USA)

95 minutes

the ground with radiation burns, shouting
that the fire has only affected the outer
structure of the plant and that no radiation
could possibly be released. The evacu-
ation of a church during the Easter
service, the priest rushing through the

Hunters and Bombers: seeing the land

Hunters and Bombers
directed by Hugh Brody
and Nigel Markham
National Film Board of
Canada

53 minutes

REVIEWED BY MARIA ERSKINE

Close-up: apieceof bone held
in a fire until it scorches. Innu
elder Pien Penashue says it augurs
good hunting; the scorch looks
like a skidoo! “Reading a
shoulderblade is of great impor-
tance to us,” he tells the person
who is filming him. “It allows us
tosee, justas makinga film allows
you to see.”

So — in equal parts good
humour, art and spiritual wisdom
— begins Hunters and Bomb-
ers, an impressive new National
Film Board production thatallows
us to see — and hear of — the
Innu’s resolute stand against the
low-level flightsof warplanes from
Goose Bay, Labrador, over their
native land, which threaten to
destroy it, and them.

Final voice-over: the subtitle
reads, we can no longer remain
silent, but the last word of Innu-
eimun — the Innuu language —
hanging in the arctic airis Nitassi-

nan — “our land.” And the film
presents this struggle as a clash
between Innu and War Depart-
ment views of the land.

The hunters go out on the
land to live in peaceful coexis-
tence withone another and the rest
of nature, even baking their bread
rightin thesand: “Everything falls
into place for us here. This is
happiness.” The bombers’ trainer,
on the other hand, warns his pilots,
“The ground is cold and hard ...
your body is soft and pink and
frangible ... keep them apart

wildlife legislation, in a pattern of
destruction all too familiar to na-
tive peoples everywhere.
Directors Hugh Brody and
Nigel Markham have an acute
appreciation of the situation’s
ironies, and allow the military to
condemn themselves out of their
own mouths: Goose Bay base
commander Col. Engstad, for
example, from what looks like a
Lazee-Boyrecliner, recallsachild-
hood of chicken coops and horse-
back riding, and concludes, “I think
Tunderstand the outdoors very well

few shaking, d-b:
ing seconds of jet flight, cutting a
canoe paddle’s plashin still water,
underscore the difference in per-
ceptions. (The movie won a well-
deserved award for sound at the
1990 Adantic Film Festival.)
The film is striking; full of
emblems, that, like the Innu, are

from their p .” No neon
is needed when praise for Nitassi-
nan as ideal for'low-level flight
training includes the phrase “not
only is it unpopulated”, or when
equivocating bureaucrats play
word games with the terms “per-
manent resident” and “land user.”

“They spread death on our
land,” sa ian Psatitshi, but

allowed to speak for
not only the vistas one would
expect, but very focussed images
like that of an infant and a beaver

the spread of bullshit like the pre-
ceding seems to have been fertil-
izer for the growth of strong non-
violent among the Innu

cub sleeping besid in
the forest. One knotof barbed wire
becomes the resonating crux of

—a people the film-makers obvi-
ously ad.mue and respect, without
izil them.

heartless, logic-ski g laws that
now make it virtually illegal to be
Innu; one padlock and linoleum-
directed camera angle provide
immediate emotional access to the
weeks of impri: thatmany

Hunters and Bombers has
had April screenings from Yel-
lowknife to Halifax; but in
Toronto, for one, it deserved more
ion and deserves larger

of the Innu have endured for walk-
ing on their own land — the
bombers’ runways — in non-vio-
lent protest of the invasion of
Nitassinan.

For these flights have been
the last straw for the Innu, already
subjected 10 40 years of “develop-
ment” — read genocide — rang-
ing from the Churchill Falls flood-
ing and relocation to an inflexible

audiences. At one point in the
movie, elder Elizabeth Penashue,
radiating courage and quiet
strength, vows*“We’llshow them.”
Yes. In the meantime, let’s show
*em this: the film isessential view-
ing for anyone concerned with
peace, environmental, or native
issues, and the connections be-
tween them: in training for war
we are destroying a land, and a

REVIEWED BY MAGGIE HELWIG

Raspad (Decay) is an unusual film
— a dramatization of the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster, it is a Soviet/US co-
production, shot by a Ukrainian director
who was allowed almost complete
freedom in filming, including access to
the Chernobyl plant and to Pripyat, the
abandoned city where the plant employ-
ees lived.

It is a harrowing, brilliant and
frightening film, and a bitter attack on the
official dishonesty and incompetence that
cost an unknown number of lives. (It is
said, now, that up to 10,000 people may
have died in the initial explosion, or from
the effects afterwards. Soviet authorities
have admitted to 31 deaths.)

The vignettes will not leave your
mind: the bureaucrat standing in the
middle of the holocaust, as men drop to

liturgy as men in radiation suits tear the

T e education system and harassing  people.$

over the Bible. The endless bicycle race .

that goes on in the background, around M f M th E th

and around Kiev, echoing the long chain u S 1 C Or 0 e r ar

of buses hustling people — too late — ———————— songwriter Rebecca  studio, drawing anew desi
out of Pripyat, Journalists and profession-  Gaia’s Balance 5 mil il isnum:'worlv;lo?folk.w e
als partying desperately in Kiev, knowing  Rebecca Barclay widely with different in- The lyrical references to
the city will soon be sealed off, knowing  Rayen's Wing struments. Thismakes for  Mother Earth strike chords.
the contamination has reached them, $10 extremely good music at  Earth is a primary theme in

knowing that no one will ever admit this.

The littl Jone in Prpyar, ling some pointsand fornotso  Rebecca Barclay’s music, a
e little boy, alone in Pripyat, scrawli L e -

REVIEWED BY MAc Scotr goodmusicatotherpoints.  personified, female, nurtur:
a chalk message on the concrete as he Her voice is both melodic  ing S also sl St

dies of radiation sickness.
Raspad is many things, not only the
portrait of a disaster; it is a merciless look

and well-developed, but
sometimes her experi-

issues like violence against
women and how easy it is to

A flute and a waterfall,
birds and quacking. Some-

P thing rattles in the woods, Ments carry her off track.  become trapped in the victim
ata corrupt and unhaj ‘socialist i
bourgcoisl’)' society; il’ﬁi fine example of very earthy,” says Dave. Thenyagam furworld = ol o5 well asmiee peescal
film noirish cinem:;lography' sometimes a Dave likes the flute. is boring! We Coqld use topics. Both ecological and
2 “Pan flute,” says MOre in mu-  feminist

terribly black comedy of manners. And it
is an exceptional piece of film-making,
one that leaves the audience shaken and
changed.$

sic. And it is refreshing to
hear someone willing to
try something new in the

Corinne.
On her first cassette,
Gaia’s Balance, singer-

The Earth is not only in
the lyrics, but in her voice, in
the accompanying bird songs,
and even in the piano that is
featured in many songs, well-

9.9.9999999999990890998999999%9.9.!

'HE ROSEDALE LIBRARY

929-9912 483 Church Street, Toromto  M4Y2C6

played by Frank Van Bussel.
And with Mother Earth ac-
companying you, it’s hard to
g0 wrong.

Gaia's Balanceisagood
evening and a thought-pro-
voking tape. And two thumbs
up for the cover made of re-
cycled paper!®

See Rebecca Barclay at
the Spring protest for Peace

° Uﬁeﬂy Spuﬁer and especlal!y Random Order
. mes}, A special thanks tooto Jeﬂ Cohen and ihe
p the Apocalypse . .

on Saturday, May 11.



to our supporters

We’ll be honest: we need your financial help. Organizing ACT Toronto

demonstrations, maintaining a Peace Centre, publishing ;gfoﬁzhﬂg‘ssz‘?f‘

Toronto’s only peace newspaper — none of it is cheap. (416) 531-6154
None of it can happen without your help. {10) 531621 dilfeg
ACT Oakville

ACT for Disarmamanent is an all-volunteer, independent, Sgka"":?;“w =
non-aligned peace group. We accept no government grants | (416) 338-0813

or corporate “gifts”. We depend entirely on the generosity ACT Nisgars

of our supporters — people like you. Here are just a few (416) 934-6233

of the ACT for Disarmament campaigns your donation will

a ACT Orillia
be supporting: PO Box 611
Orillia Ont. L3V 6K5
Ninth annual spring protest for peace + Support for the ACT Vancouver
innu and other First Nations threatened by militarism + (604) 731-2663

Work against ongoing wars like East Timor and Lithuania +
Abolition of the military worldwide + General Electric boy- ... and Contacts
cott + 1991 conference of the International Peace Bureau
+ Efforts to makg ponsmentmus objector status gvanlable ?i;‘:“r:;°;'gn§‘zgg’;'7sw757
in Canada + Raising awareness, through education and
action, about the Middle East + High school organizing + E‘.’éﬁ'ﬁé‘.”éﬁ;’:y‘?f}m) e
Joint campaigns with eastern European activists through
the Helsinki Citizens Assembly + End cruise missile and E;ﬁjaiﬁ?n?;:%oa -
other weapons testing in Canada + Work to halt the expan-

sion of nuclear power in Ontario and uranium mining London Contact
< % David Windsor (519) 434-5441
across Canada + get Canada out of the international arms
trade + make the links between peace, ecology and Midland Contact
: s Jenii White, 437 King St, Midland Ont.,
human rights + and more + and more L4R 3N3
. . Peterb h Contact
Won’t you send in your donation today? Ruth Gaylo (705) 7414648

To: ACT for Disarmament J

736 Bathurst Street
Toronto, M5S 2R4

(416) 531-6154 -

The ACTivist is Toronto’s only peace newspaper. [ : =
- : : I enclose a donation towards my subscrip-
And now, it’s published monthly to bring you the : =
: | tion to The ACTivistof __ $10 or § |
latestnews of peaceand humanrights from around

; : ~ | Lrealize peace work is expensive: here’s
the world, First Nations here at home, peace cam- | my additional donation to A CTof

|

paigns, and so much more! |
g : i oB105 < 2050 6507 §100 |

A subscription to The ACTivist is available for a : Moo :
minimum donation of $10 to ACT for Disarma- |
ment. Drop us a line today — don’t miss a single | Addrass |
issue! | |
| |

Send to: The ACTivist, ¢/o ACT for Disarmament, | Postal Code |
736 Bathurst Street, Toronto, M5S 2R4. |"Brone |

Phone (416) 531-6154, fax 531-6214.




