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After the Guif war, war as usual

By Mary Buncu
Tue ACTivisT

American and coalition war-
planes which used Canadian
Forces Base Goose Bay for refuel-
ling during the Guif war did so
without the permission of the right-
ful owners of the land, Innu lead-
ers have charged.

“This will be largely an aerial
conflict, fought by air forces that
have been well trained to enter
‘enemy’ airspace, strike, and re-
turn unharmed,” Peter Penashue,
the new president of the Innu
Nation, wrote in an open letter to
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney.
“This s precisely the type of train-
ing that several nations continue
to practise over our land, Nitassi-
nan.”

- Now that the coalition planes
have finished with their killing
agenda in the Middle East, flying
season begins once again in Ni-
tassinan. As they have each April
for more than ten years now, Brit-
ish, German and Dutch jets will
begin their low-level training over
Innuland, flying aslowas 100 feet
and dropping “dummy” bombs,
frightening and weakening the
animals which the Innu have al-
ways hunted for survival, disrupt-
ing daily living in the towns, and
especially in the bush, where the
Innu go to practise, and pass on to
theirchildren, theirtraditional way
of life.

The Innu“have neverbelieved
our security was improved by the
military jets that were ‘only train-
ing’ overour people and lands, but
now the world must see the true
destruction that has been prac-
tised,” Penashue said. “As if in
further mockery of our justice, our
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land, the base at Goose Bay, was
used by the US Air Force as a
refuelling stop for the transport
planes that made ‘Operation Des-
ert Shield’ possible ... Canada
specifically has been prepared to
sacrifice the rights of the Innu
nation to practise for a war that is
ostensibly to protect human
rights.”

Despite the good news, last
year, thatthe proposed NATO base
would not be built — a base that
would have increased the flights
10 40,000 a year — the Innu con-
tinue to live under a military occu-
pation of a land they never signed
over to Canada in any way. It is
estimated that during the upcom-
ing flying season, April to No-
vember, 7,500 low-level flights
will take place. The Innu have
protested the flights since they
began in many ways, including
non-violent blockades which have
landed many Innuinjail from 1988
onwards.

Innu culture is based on a
close relationship with the envi-
ronment, which is currently being
destroyed both by the military,
and by colonialist Canadian cul-
ture. In addition to their struggle
to end the flights and close the
base, the Innu continue to work on
gaining theirright to self-determi-
nation in other areas.

« They are working towards
control of curriculum and hiring
practices in the school at Sheshat-
shit, the village nearest to Goose
Bay — the Sheshatshit Innu com-
munity may have their own, Innu-
run school by 1992.

« They are also trying to have
the Sparrow decision (a ground-

breaking supreme court decision
giving native people rights to hunt
and fish on their traditional terri-
tories without government regula-
tion) implemented in Nitassinan.
Over the past 15 years, dozens of
Innu have been arrested for “ille-
gal” hunting and fishing.

Now that the war in the Gulf
is over, it becomes evident that
there are strong links between the
oppressive foreign policies our
government participates in, and
the oppressive internal policies
they continue to exercise. For the
Innu and other First Nations
peoples, the war continues.&
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Innu girl watches her mother being arrested at CFB Goose Bay.

Trying to build a world without war

By Macaie HELwic
TrE ACTIvIST

“The pioneers of a warless
world are the young men (and
women) who refuse military
service.” — Albert Einstein

On May 11, ACT for Disar-
mament will demonstrate at
Queen’s Park to call for “a world
without armies.” Clearly, there is
much involved in building this
world. Among the people who are
starting to bring it into being are
the many young men and women,
who, during the Gulf War, lay
down their weapons and refused
to fight any more.

Some of them did this liter-
ally, like the Marine private at
Camp Pendleton in Californiawho
actually put down his gun and re-
fused to go on during training
exercises. This private was pa-
raded in front of the other Marines

forridicule, and the sergeantasked,
sarcastically, if there was anyone
elseinthe company who was going
to refuse to fight. Nine more men
then stepped forward and said that
they too would no longer shoot.

Seven of these ten men are
still in a military prison awaiting
court-martial.

Many others who had joined
the US military, either for eco-
nomic reasons or because at that
time they believed that it wasright,
have filed for Conscientious Ob-
jector (CO) status, saying that they
have now come to understand that
it is wrong to kill; some who ob-
jectto this war in particular, others
who have come to oppose all war.
Reportedly, almost 3,000 soldiers
filed for CO status during the war.

In many cases, this was ig-
nored. Soldiers who declared
themselves COs were often
shipped immediately to Saudi
Arabia. There are now at least six

confirmed cases of men shipped
out in handcuffs and shackles —
theyare all in the Middle East still,
and in many cases we don’t really
know what is happening to them.

Other COs were charged with
desertion. Some of them are now
coming to trial; three men have
recently been given sentences of
eight to ten months in military
prisons. Many others are in jail
awaiting trial. A group of fifteenis
being held at CampLejeune, North
Carolina. One of them spent five
daysinasix foot by eight footcell,
in leg irons and handcuffs. An-
other has been beaten by Marine
officers, according to his support
groupoutside. One of the sergeants
has been making the men line up
regularly and chant “I am shit,”
over and over.

Dr. Yolanda Huet-Vaughan
was an army doctor, a mother of
three, who could no longer accept
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OPINION

The war
dividend

By Jo PEACENIK
Tae ACTIvVIST

They say that war is good
business, and the latest conflagra-
tion has certainly proved that.
Reports say that the Gulf war cost
the United States $35 billion to
$45 billion — a hefty sum, but far
short of the the $54.5 billion in
allied pledges to help pay for it.

The White House, mean-
while, denies it all. “Surplus?
There’s there’s no surplus,” sput-
ters President George Bush.

* * *

One thing that gives America
the right to walk in and impose its
way of life on the rest of the world
is that it is the freest country in the
world, right? We’re not so sure.
Take freedom of the press, for
instance.

Former US Attomney General
Ramsey Clark visited Iraq after
the war to see for himself the
damage caused by the coalition
bombing. Clark is no wild-eyed
radical — as an administration
functionary, he cracked down on
dissidents like the Black Panthers
with a vengeance. He came back
from the war zone with video-
taped evidence of the devastating
effects of the air war on civilians.

NBC News was set to air the
video, when word came from the
higher-ups: it wasnot tobe shown.
One of the video’s producers, 12-
year veteran NBC'er John Alpert,
was fired for even offering the
film to NBC. Could it have any-
thing to do with the network’s

owners, military industry biggies
General Electric?
No, of course not. America
has freedom of the press.
* * *

Tales of political courage:
word from the Queen’s Park sand-
box is that Premier Bob Rae was
set to take a stand against the Gulf
war, when polls showing his view
wouldn’tbe popular were “brought
to his attention.”

A group of NDP women had
been preparing to sit in at Rae’s
office calling on him to speak out
against the war. Leaving nothing
to chance, they contacted the Pre-
mier first and were told he would
be only too happy to take the free
publicity. (After all, he’s no
stranger to sit-ins, having been
arrested for helping to blockade a
logging road at T i. But

WERC SENDING A CLEAR MESSAGE/
WE SIMPLY WILL MOT LET
AGGRESSION STAND, EXCEPT IN
THE. FOLLOWING COUNTRIES ...
x

Z Magazine

Is time coming to write off the UN?

By MacpoNaLD ScoTT
ToE ACT1vIST

Whether the force used in
“Operation Desert Storm” was a
United Nations force oran Ameri-
can one is amoot point, especially
to 100,000 or more dead Iragis. It
suffices for this article merely to
point out that the operation took
place under the auspices of the
UN, an organization with an origi-
nal mandate to promote peace and
security. It is depressing that de-
spite this indisputable fact there
are peace activists who still find
cause to argue that the UN is a
force for peace.

Superpowers will never be
controlled from above. That’s why
they are superpowers. Theoreti-
cally, it is impossible for a world
wide organization (i.e. the UN) to
control a state by using armed
forces supplied and controlled by
that state (i.e. the United States).

Practically, we can see from the
Gulf war how easily manipulated
an organization like the UN is,
even by amember state which had
let its dues lapse, and had specifi-
cally ignored UN resolutions re-
garding its activities in Central
America.

In order to gain the accep-
tance of the superpowers, and their
financial and military support, the
UN was structured in such a way
as to give these superpowers a
“little extra push”, and thus was
created the security council struc-
ture. Thus, to gain UN support for
awar, the US had only to persuade
those four other countries with a
veto not use it. None did. China
soon had i ties

George Bush has seen him adopt-
ing a “new” method of world po-
litik — collective security. This is
defined as a world governed in
international relations by the UN
Security Council, with the US
backing it up with arms and ar-
mies. To anyone but the most
naive, the horrors of aworld where
the country responsible for the
refinement and creation of the
Central American death squads
provides the policing forces, is
painfully obvious.

Even more horrifying is the
way this same country can easily
manipulate the Security Council.
The only countries with equal
powerin the Council are first world
with identical agendas

with the US, and the USSR re-
ceived only faint criticism from a
hawkish US president when it
invaded Lithuania. Coincidence?
Yeah, right.

The “New World Order” of

to that of the United States (i.e.
Britain) and countries currently
(and probably into the future)
courting the favour of the United
States. Andsoyouhave the “Brave
New World Order.”

To a large exent, part of the
blame for this situation lies with
the peace movement. Leaving the
job of world peace up to the UN
has always been a dangerous tac-
tical error, as dangerous or more
50 than leaving world peace up to
individual governments. By doing
50, we are merely taking our own
personal power and transferring it
further up the ladder; the potential
for world peace is in you and me,
not governments, be they world
governments or federal. It is the.
agenda of the state which decides
that war is a necessary means in
international relations (especially
the agenda of first world states to
protect their domains in other
sections of the world). And until
we as individuals attack the states
which create these agendas our-
selves, for these states are built on
our backs, there will never be
peace, no matter how many super-
powers claim to back the UN.&

Thanks for sending me your
paper. I was especially glad to
hear that the march with the
Innu people arrived at the
Parliament. I do hope that their
case is gonna win!

1 wonder if you received
any information about the act of
the anarchists in Budapest last
summer in solidarity with the
struggle of the Innus. Here I'm
sending you two pictures about
this action at the Canadian
Embassy. We were throwing
paper leaflets and small
airplanes (made of paper as
well) to the building and made a
big noise and were reading out a

solidarity statement and sprayed
a graffiti on the pavement. Also,
we mailed you a number of
signatures supporting the
Innus....

Judit
Budapest, Hungary

I would like to convey to
you on behalf of the Canadian

N\

Black Ribbon Day C
our support for your open letter
to the Soviet Government in
support of Baltic freedom (The
ACTivist, Feb. 1991, p. 6)

‘We too support the prin-

then, Bob wasn’t charged, was
he? Fellow road-sitters were given
jail terms of up to 60 days.)

But before the cosy arrange-
ment could become reality, the
bombing of Baghdad began. Rae
first condemned it — causing the
sit-in to be called off — then
changed his mind on seeing the
public reaction. Rae’s peacenik
sympathies evaporated — and so
did the NDP-protest-§,
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ciples you set forward in this
Ietter on the self-determination
of nations, freedom of thought
and peaceful assembly, and the
need for nations to be free from
the political and military domi-

In a statement on the Middle
East of January 1991, Veterans
Against Nuclear Arms in
Canada made the following
observations: “VANA believes
that Canada can play an impor-
tant part in bringing about a
peaceful solution by insisting
that the entire operation be
placed under the direct control
of the United Nations Organiza-
tion. The forces in the area
should act under UNO orders ...

The forces for peace in
Canada, as well as all over the
world, can play a decisive role in
the endeavour to do away with
‘WAR. The UNO must become.
the P and P

nation of Soviet
‘We, however, also support
these principles in Canada and
the need to preserve them. That
is why we support NATO.
‘We wish you all the best in
future such efforts.

Markus Hess
Black Ribbon Day Committee
Toronto

that it was meant to become
when the UNO was set up in
1945. Canada should continue to
play a big part in supporting the
‘UNO in its main task — to keep
the world at PEACE.

Phil Gershuny
Veterans Against Nuclear Arms
Winnipeg
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This analysis was written by
internationally-known writer-
Noanm Chomsky for the National
Campaignfor Peaceinthe Middle
East, and is reprinted with per-
mission from the Campaign.

A truism about the supposed
New World Order is that it is
economically tripolar (the US,
Germany and Japan) and militar-
ily unipolar (the US). The recent
events in the Gulfhelp understand
the interplay of these factors.

Asthe glorious “turkey shoot”
began in the desert, the New York

Times published a fragment of a _

national security review from the
early days of the Bush administra-
tion, dealing with “third world
threats.” It reads: “In cases where
the US confronts much weaker
enemies, our challenge will notbe
simply to defeat them, but to de-
feat them decisively and rapidly.”
Any other outcome would be
“embarrassing” and might “under-
cut political support.”

“Much weaker enemies” pose
only one threat to the US: the
threat of independence, always
intolerable. The US will support
the most murderous tyrant as long
ashe playsalong, and will labor to
overthrow third world democrats
if they depart from their service
function. The documentary and
historical records are clear on this
score.

The leaked fragment makes
no reference to peaceful means.
As understood on all sides, in its
confrontations with third world
threats, the US is “politically
weak”; its demands are not likely
to gain public support, so diplo-
macy isadangerous exercise. And
a “much weaker” opponent must
not merely be defeated, but pul-
verized, if the central lesson of
World Order is to be learned: We
are the masters, and you shine our
shoes.

There are other useful les-
sons. The domestic population
must appreciate “the stark and
vivid definition of principle ...
baked into [George Bush] during
his years at Andover and Yale,
that honor and duty compels you
to punch the bully in the face.”
These are the admiring words of
the reporter who released the pol-
icy review, then quoting the hero
himself: “By God, we’ve kicked
the Vietnam syndrome once and
for all.” No longer, the President
exults, will we be troubled by “the
sickly inhibitions against the use
of military force,” to borrow the
terms of Reaganite intellectual
Norman Podhoretz.

The ground had been well
prepared forovercoming this grave
malady, including dedicated ef-
forts to ensure that the Vietnam
war is properly understood — as a
“noble cause,” not a violent as-
sault against South Vietnam, then
all of Indochina. Americans gen-

h

New World Order

A postwar analysis by Noam Chomsky

300,000, while declaring their
righteousness. A question we
might ponder.

The principle that you punch
the bully in the face — when you
are sure that he is securely bound
and beaten to a pulp— is a natural
one for advocates of the rule of
force. Cheap victories may also
mobilize a frightened d i

option for the poor” in Centr:l
America, now littered with tor-
tured and mutilated bodies, per-
haps devastated beyond recovery.

In the Middle East, Bush
supported Israel’s harsh occupa-
tions, its savage invasion of Leba-
non, and its refusal to honor Secu-
rity Council Resolution 425 call-
ingfori i ith from

population, and may deflect atten-
tion from the domestic disasters of
the Reagan-Bush years, no small
matter as the country continues its
march towards a two-tiered soci-
ety with striking third world fea-
tures.

George Bush’s career as a
“public servant” also has its les-
sons concerning the New World
Order. He is the one head of state
who stands condemned by the
World Court for “the unlawful use
of force.” He dismisses with con-
tempt the Court’s call for repara-
tions for these particular crimes
(othersare far beyondreach), while
he and his sycophants solemnly
demand reparations from Iraq.
Bush opened the post-Cold War
era with the murderous invasion
of Panama, imposing the rule of
the 10% white minority and guar-
anteeing US control over the canal
and the bases that have been used
to train the gangsters who terror-
ize Latin America. Since he be-
came UN Ambassador in 1971,
the US is far in the lead in vetoing
Security Council resolutions and
blocking the UN peacekeeping
function, followed by Britain.
Bush lled tohead the CIA in

erally estimate Vi ds

at about 100,000, a recent aca-
demic study reveals. Its authors
ask what conclusions we would
draw if the German public esti-
mated Holocaust deaths at

1975, justin time to support near-
genocide in East Timor. He then
lent his talents to the war against
the Church and other deviants
committed to “the preferential

Lebanon (March 1978, one of
several). The plea was renewed by
the government of Lebanon in
February, ignored as usual while
the US client terrorizes the occu-
pied region and bombs at will, and
the rest of Lebanon is taken over
by Bush’s new friend Hafez el-
Assad,aclone of Saddam Hussein.
The Turkish “peacemakers” were

~ also authorized to intensify their

repression of the Kurds, in partial
payment for their services.

Plainly, we have here a man
who should be lauded for rare
principle as he leads us to a New
World Order.

The principles of the policy
review were followed throughout
the Gulf crisis. In July, Bush indi-
cated that he had no objections to
Iraq’s rectifying its border dis-
putes with Kuwait by force, or
intimidating its neighbours to raise
the price of oil. Mi ing the

fers were released that State De-
partment officials regarded as
“serious”and “negotiable,” includ-
ing complete withdrawal from
Kuwait on terms that would have
beenpursued by anyone interested
in peace. Efforts to avoid the
ground war with full Iraqi with-
drawal, saving tens of thousands
of lives, were contemptuously
brushed aside. Diplomacy is ruled
out, and since this third world
country with its peasant army is
plainly a “much weaker enemy,”
it has to be crushed, so that the
right lessons are taught.

The intellectual community
swung into action, portraying
Saddam Hussein as a new Hitler
poised to take over the world.
When Bush announced that there
will be no negotiations, a hundred
editorials lauded him for his ex-
traordinary efforts at diplomacy.
‘Whenhe proclaimed that “aggres-
sors cannot be rewarded,” instead
of collapsing in ridicule, repon-
sible commentators stood in awe
of hishighprinciples. Some agreed
that the US and Britain had been
“inconsistent” in the past (in fact,
they had consistently pursued their
own interests). But now, we were
assured, all had changed; they had
learned that the right way to re-
spondtoaggression is by the quick
resort to violence. We can there-
fore expect that the RAF will be
senttobomb Damascus, Tel Aviv,
Jakarta (after British Aerospace
stops arming the killers), Wash-
ington,and ahostof others. Oddly,
these new insights were not ac-
companied by praise for Saddam
Hussein for attacking Israel,
though his sordid arguments
compare well enough with those
of his fellow-criminal and long-
time friend in Washington.

In such ways, the ground was
prepared for the merciless slaugh-
ter that a leading third world jour-
nal describes as “the most cow-
ardly war ever fought on this
planet.” The corpses have quickly
disappeared from view, joining
mounds of others that do not dis-
turb the tranquility of the civi-
lized.

There also seems to be no
concern over the glaringly obvi-
ous fact that no official reason was
everoffered for going to war—no
reason, that is, that could not be
instantly refuted by a literate teen-
ager. Again, this is the hallmark of
a totalitarian culture, and a sign-
post to the New World Order. The
few extra-official efforts to justify
the rejection of peaceful means
are no less revealing. Thus we
read that this case was different:
the US rejection was underway
before the ion, and contin-

signals, Saddam took all of Ku-
wait, thus demonstrating that he
was not only a murderous gang-
ster, whichis fine by US-UK stan-
dards, but an independent nation-
alist, which is quite improper.
Standard policies were then in-
voked.

The US and UK moved at
once to undermine sanctions and

ued unchanged after Iraqi propos-
als that would have reversed it, not
tospeak of the US-UK response to
other cases of annexation, no less
horrifying. Other arguments are
equally weighty.

In one of the rare efforts to
face the crucial question, Timothy
Garton Ash explains in the New
York Review that while sanctions

diplomacy, which had y
high prospects of success. From
late August, Iraqi settlement of-

indealing with South
Africa or Communist East Eu-
roppe, Saddam Hussein is differ-

ent. That concludes the argument.
‘We now understand why it was
proper to pursue “‘quietdiplomacy*
while our South African friends
caused over $60 billion in damage
and 1.5 million deaths from 1980
to 1988 in the neighbouring states
— putting aside South Africa and
Namibia, and the preceding dec-
ade. They are basically decent folk,
like us and the Communist ty-
rants. Why? One answer is sug-
gested by Nelson Mandela, who
condemns the hypocrisy and preju-
dice of the highly selective re-
sponse tothe crimes of the “brown-
skinned” Iraqgis. The same is true
when the New York Times assures
us that“the world” isunited against
Saddam Hussein, the most hated
man in “the world”— the world,
that is, minus its darker faces.

It is understandable that
Western racism should surface
with such stunning clarity after
the Cold War. For 70 years, it has
been possible to disguise tradi-
tional practices behind the veil of
“defense against the ‘Soviets,”
generally a sham, now lost as a
pretext. We return, then, to the
days when the New York press
explained that “we must go on
slaughtering the natives in Eng-
lish fashion, and taking what
muddy glory lies in the wholesale
killing til they have leamed to
respect our arms. The more diffi-
culttask of getting them to respect
our intentions will follow.” In fact,
they understand our intentions well
enough.

For the people of the Middle
East, the New World Order looks
grim. Thevictoris the violent state
that has long rejected any serious
diplomatic approach to regional
disarmament and security prob-
lems, often virtually alone. The
US strategic conception has been
that the local managers of Gulf oil
riches should be protected by re-
gional enforcers, preferably non-
Arab, though bloody tyrants of the
Hafez al-Assad variety may be
allowed to join the club, possibly
even Egypt if it can be purchased.
The US will seek some agreement
among these clients, and might
finally even consider an interna-
tional conference, if it can be prop-
erly managed. As Kissinger in-
tended, Europe and Japan must be
kept out of the diplomacy, but the
USSR might now be tolerated on
the assumption that it will be
obedient in its current straits,
possibly Britain as well.

As for the Palestinians, the
US can now move towards the
solution outlined by James Baker
well before the Gulf crisis: Jordan
is the Palestinian state; the occu-
pied territories are to be ruled in
accord with the basic guidelines
of the Isracli government, with
Palestinians permitted to collect
taxes in Nablus; their political
representatives will be chosen for
them, with the PLO excluded; and
“free elections” will be held under
Isracli military control with the
Palestinian leadership in prison
camps. New excuses will be de-
vised for the old policies, which

Turn'to New, page 6
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MIDDLE EAST

Still no freedom in
liberated Kuwait,

dissident

SeecraL 10 THE ACTivIsT

Although the United States
says it fought to liberate Kuwait
and defend democracy, a demo-
cratic system has not been put in
placein Kuwait. Below we reprint
excerpts from an exclusive inter-
view with a member of Kuwait's
democratic opposition living in
Canada. His name cannot be
published to protect members of
his family living in Kuwait.

MAYBE THE AMERICANS lib-
erated Kuwait from the Iragis,
whichis fine, but they didn’t liber-
ate the country or the people yet.
[President George] Bush has
claimed that he’s protecting us,
and he’s liberating us, and he’s
protecting democracy, and legiti-
mate government in the country.

First of all, we don’t have
democracy. I'll give you some
examples. All our newspapers are
censored, we have people who are
employedtocensorall the articles,
and they do exist in every newspa-
per in Kuwait. Even after the so-
called liberation, there was one
newspaper which started printing
after the so-called liberation, and
the government closed it down,
because it criticized the govern-
ment. We don’t have free speech,
we don’t have freedom of associa-
tion. If people want to have a public
meeting they have to have police
permission for it, and most of the
time they have toknow the agenda,
they have to know what we're
talking about, what will be the
discussion, and who will be in-
volved. And if it’s something to
do with politics, something anti-
government, it will not be ap-
proved. We used to have a parlia-
ment—they closed itdown twice,
once in 1975-76 and the next time
in 1985-86, and they always de-
clared that it was unhealthy for the
unity of the country. So, they
considered parliament, elections,
democracy, unhealthy.

So that’s the kind of democ-
racy wehave. Security policehave
the right to do and to say whatever
they want in the country, they can
pick you up and put you in jail,
with no charges, no questioning,
nonothing, justbecause they think
you are a threat to the security and

the unity of the country, and they
don’t say the unity of the country,
they say the unity of the family,
they consider all of us are one
family.

Kuwaitdoesn’thave freedom,
doesn’t have democracy yet. If
Bush was really concerned about
the Kuwaitis and really wanted to
liberate them, he could have gave
them the so-called democracy he
says everybody should have.

Istill believe, and there’salot
of people in Kuwait who still be-
lieve, that the war wasn’t really
Jjustified, the Iraqis could have left
Kuwait without going into a war;
the war have destroyed Iraq and
Kuwait in the same time. Kuwait
is still devastated by the war. We
have a lot of bombs that didn’t
explode in the region, and the
United Nations has declared
Kuwaitis unsafe because still they
don’t know where the bombs are.
It’s not only the mines that the
Iraqi left, even the Allies” bombs
that didn’t explode are still there.

THE INVASION ITSELF, the
Iraqgi invasion could have been
stopped before August 2nd, but
the way our government treated
the whole thing, i the

outandaway, and working against
them. Why did we change the
policy all of a sudden?

I DON'T THINK we have
been liberated yet. I don’t under-
stand the American ... well, I do
understand, butIdon’taccept what
they’re doing over there, so far
they haven’t done anything good
for the region, and they won’t do
anything good for the region, es-
pecially if they keep all these
puppet governments, not only in
Kuwait, but all over the Guif, the
region will never be stable, and it
will generate a lot of trouble. And
so far it’s generating a lot of
trouble, forexample look at what’s
happening in Iraq and also look
what’s happening in Kuwait.

AFTER PARLIAMENT WAS
abolished in 1986, thirty outof the
forty-five elected [parliamentari-
ans] organized themselves in a

called Pro-D i

days because of organizing one of
these meetings. And that didn’t
stop us, and once we had a big

do, andchangesneedstime. That’s
always what they say — “yes,
but.” Our response this time was,

meetinginanareainKu lled
Farwania, and the government
answered that meeting by sending
the security police, special forces,
dogs, tear gas, and water cannons,
and started beating the hell out of
people there

One of the guys who was
beaten is a 70-year-old ex-parlia-
ment member. A 70-year-old.
Because he was there in the area
where the meeting was held. They
didn’tcareif you are there waiting
for the bus, they didn’t care if you
are going there to see the meeting,
they didn’tcare that you live in the
neighbourhood, they started beat-
ing everybody who was there. If
he’s not dressed up in a police uni-
form, or he doesn’t have police
ID, they beat the hell out of them,
put them in jail. And what’s the
problem? People are asking for

foreign minister ... they pushed
the Iragis so far, and the Iraqis felt
that the only option left was war.
Which is never justifiable, war
and violence is never justifiable,
and nobody can support it. And I
don’t think the Iragis can justify
that. But the Kuwaiti government,
and especially the foreign minis-
ter, pushed them so far, and treated
the whole situation so badly, be-
fore August 2nd.

Last year, and actually be-
tween 1980 and 1988 when the
Iragis were fighting the Iranians,
Iraq was considered the best coun-
try as an ally, we were giving
money to them. Anyone who was
anti-Iraqi government, or, you
know, in opposition from Iraq, the
Kuwaiti government used to de-
port them back to Iraq and they
were working with the Iragi secu-
rity police. Saddam Hussein’s
picture and articles about him was
all over the newspapers in Kuwait
and he was considered a hero, his
posters were everywhere, and all
ofa sudden we changed our policy
and we started pushing the Iraqis

Movement, actually in Arabic it’s
called the Constitution Movement,
that’s the exact word for it, and
mainly it was the thirty members
of the parliament, some intellectu-
als, some teachers in university,
and their supporters. In 1989, we
started lobbying with the govern-
ment, but we didn’t go that far.
The government was not listen-
ing, and they were treating every-
body arrogantly, and they say ...
they actually mentioned a state-
ment, they said “The people are
not ready for democracy, and
democracy isa Western privilege.”
And we are not ready for this yet.

We didn’t take it, of course.
‘We kept pushing, and this time we
started pushing it publically. And
we started organizing meetings,
we started organizing petitions.
And the government answer was
to put the organizers in jail. There
was one guy who comes to mind
right now, he’s called Ahmad al-
Khatib (see ACTivist 7#1 for ex-
cerpts from an interview with al-
Khatib), who's a prominent
member, he was in jail for three

I they’re asking for de-
mocracy. That’s how they treated
the whole thing. But again, that
didn’t stop us, we kept moving,
we kept organizing, we still or-
ganize things.

After the invasion, the gov-
emment was so afraid that they
would lose power they started
using the same thing again, the
unity. And they asked the anti-
governmentor the pro-democratic
movement to meet, and they met
on October 13 in Saudi Arabia.
And they asked the movement,
“Please, please, do not oppose the
government now, let’s unite
against the Iragi aggression, and
we promise you elections, we
promise you we respect the con-
stitution and we’ll make it work,
and also we promise you that we
mightchange the constitution and
allow women to vote.” That’s ba-
sically most of our demands. We
say, “Fine, if you promise that,
fine, we’ll unite for getting the
Iraqis out of Kuwait.”

January, when they find that
the Americans were really going
into a war and everything would
be goody-goody and the Ameri-
cans are supporting a “legitimate
government”, the planning minis-
ter came and gave a statement, I’ll
give you a summary for what he
said. He said, yes, we p i

“You promi d y on
Saturday. We want it on Friday.”

That’s what they’re doing
right now. When the Emir was
asked in Saudi Arabia, before he
went back to Kuwait, “Are you
planning to give women the right
tovote?” his answer was, “It’s not
in the constitution yet.” In my
understanding, that’s a nice, po-
lite, diplomatic way of saying no.

Now, we expect our women
to fight against the Iraqis, to carry
arms against the Iragis, to getkilled
by the Iragis, to get raped by the
Iraqis, to lose their life, their dig-
nity; and their work against the
Iragis, it has been asked and it has
been demanded from them to do it
and they have done it. And they
have the right to do this, and they
have the right to protect the coun-
try, while the royal family fled
after twohours of the invasionand
went to Saudi Arabiaand stayed in
Hilton and Sheraton having fun,
and these women got killed.

These women are allowed to
getkilled, they are allowedtofight,
but they are not allowed to exer-
cise their right to vote, and they
are not allowed to exercise their
right to have a saying in the way
the goverment is working. They
are still second-classcitizens. This
is not acceptable. Everybody is
equal in the country, and every-
body should be equal, even the
royal family.

WE'RE NOT ASKING the royal
family to leave. We’re not asking
them to go in exile and we will
treat them badly or put them in
jail. No. We’re not doing this.
We’ll never do this. We're not
stupid, we’re not a violent people.
But we have to share everything
together as human beings. They
have no right to control anything.
According to the constitution, the
only right they have is the head of
state, and a monthly allowance for
each of their members. And the
head of the state, or what’s called
Emir, he has the right to appoint
the prime minister and he has the
right to appoint the crown prince.
But the parliament has to approve

them democracy, yes, we prom-
ised them changes, and yes, we
will do it, but ... “if we promise
you democracy on Saturday,”
these were his exact words, “that
doesn’t mean we give it to you on
Sunday.” There is other things to

or disapp: the ap
Nowadays, we have the Emir,
we have the crown prince, minis-
ter of defense, minister of interior,
minister of oil, minister of infor-
mation, minister of finance, all of
them, five to six of them are all of
Turn to Kuwait, page 6
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Kurdistan: endangered
people, divided land

KurpistAN CULTURAL CENTRE

More than 25 million Kurds,
with a distinct cultural and ethnic
identity of their own, and a very
high level of national conscious-
ness, are living in an area called
Kurdistan which was divided be-
tween Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Syria
by colonial powers to sustain their
interest in the area after the First
World War.

They are the fourth largest
people in the Middle East, follow-
ing the Arabs, Turks and Persians.
Despite their constant struggle for
self-determination and democracy
in the region, they do not have
enough support, either from the
Third World or from the West or

from the East. Following the Gulf
crisis, most of the media coverage
of the Kurds has concentrated on
the chemical warfare waged
against them by the Iraqi govern-
ment in 1988. While this gives a
clear picture of the brutality of
Saddam Hussein’s regime, the
media lacks information on the
history and the political struggle
of the Kurdish people.

The history of the Kurds can
be traced back approximately
5,000 years. A country called
KARDAKA, mentioned in
Sumerian inscriptions, dates back
to 2000 B.C. At the time of the
Arab conquest in the 7th century,
the term ‘Kurd’ began to be used
asanethnic description of the Indo-

Gulf Peace Team
sends medical aid

TE ACTivisT

On January 1, as the UN-
sanctioned deadline for war ap-
proached, the Canadian office of
the Gulf Peace Team began oper-
ating out of the ACT for Disarma-
mentoffice. Atthattime, the Peace
Team was trying to set up a camp
as a peaceful, non-violent pres-
ence between the two armies, on
the Iragi-Saudi border.

Afew daysafter the war broke
out, the peace camp was forcibly
shut down by the Iragis. The Gulf
Peace Team members in Jordan
— including some of those who
had been in the camp —and in the
United States, Britain and Can-
ada, then turned their attention to
providing humanitarian relief for
civilians in areas affected by the
war.

Even with the war still in
progress, two convoys of medical
supplies travelled from Amman,
Jordan to Baghdad. The convoys,
one accompanied by Canadian
Calvin Baumann, made their way
through the war zone to bring
medical aid to civilians in Iraq,
operating in cooperation with the
Jordanian Red Crescent Society
and abiding by the UN Security
Council sanctions.

After the ceasefire, the ter-
rible condition of civilians in Iraq
and Kuwait became even more
obvious— widespread hunger, no
clean water, most hospitals partly
orwholly destroyed, drastic short-
ages of all medical supplies to
treat the hundreds of thousands of
civilians wounded in the war or
the ensuing civil war. Canadian
doctor Eric Hoskins visited
Baghdad on March 8, and found
people drinking from stagnant
pools, mortality rates in the half-
functional hospitals soaring, many
people starving, and children left
with permament psychological
scars.

“The civilian population,”

Hoskins said, “is, asin all war, left
to bear the full force of the vio-
lence. They play no role except
that of victim to the unjust and
immoral acts of aggression perpe-
trated by military forces on all
sides of the conflict. Civilians
everywhere have a fundamental
and uncontested human right to
food and medicine. Withdrawing
this right is both wrong and ille-
gal.”

The Canadian arm of the Gulf
Peace Team, now operating out of
its own office, has continued to
collect money and relief supplies,
working with the Canadian Coun-
cil of Churches, the Canadian
Arab Federation, the International
Development and Relief Founda-
tion, and other groups.

And the convoys have con-
tinued to move between Amman
and Baghdad, carrying tons of
medical supplies. The most recent
convoy, sent out March 25, car-
ried three tons of medicine from
Germany, 1.5 tons of infant for-
mula and $20,000 of medicine
from Canada, and 1.5 tons of in-
fant formula and 1.5 tons and V.
fluids from Japan. The Peace Team
has also interviewed Palestinians
who had been tortured in Kuwait
and then deported to Iraq.

The Gulf Peace Team also
organized a peace walk from Jer-
icho to Jerusalem to demand a
peaceful resolution of the Pales-
tinian question, but it was stopped
by the Israeli army en route.

Another convoy will be leav-
ing this week for the southern Iragi
town of Karbala, where the civil
war has been intense. It will in-
clude Eric Hoskins, as well as
Calvin Baumann. Another peace
walk is also planned, to begin May
17.

For more information on how
youcan help the Gulf Peace Team,
contact Howard Breen-Needham
at 531-4969.8

European tribes in thatregion. The
first mention of Kurdistan, “land
of the Kurds”, dates from the 12th
century.

The Kurdish language is an
Indo-European language totally
distinct from Turkish and Arabic.
The most important Kurdish dia-
lects are Kurmanji and Sorani;
smaller dialects are Gorani, Luri
and Zaza. Most Kurds speak Kur-
manji.

Religious belief plays no part
in Kurdish distinctiveness. Most
ofthe Kurdsare Muslims, but there
are also Christians, Jewish, Yezid
and Zoroastrian Kurds.

Asamong many people whose
formal education is slight, the oral
literature of the Kurds is rich and
extraordinarily abundant. Some of
the stories go back to the 10th
century. Music also plays a vital
role in preserving Kurdish cul-

Kurdish refugees in Frankfurt airport await permis-
sion to enter Germany, 1989 [Photo: Elaine Brigre]

ture; ‘denbej’, singing story-tell-
ers, have carried the Kurdish heri-
tage of poetry and music down
through the centuries.

More than 50 Kurdish dynas-

s Human Rights Watch

however, the horror goes on.
I iberated Kuwait, a coa-

ps says
the the government has formed

death squads, who are executing
suspmed opponents of the re-
gime. Annﬁ”zcxaihsmf 600pris-

’mﬁe‘mgheﬂd 10 secret hiospi-

1l wards, wsm torure contin:

ing in the "hasp:Lal in at least

Some cases.
“The first newspaper 1o res-

ume ‘publication 1n Kuwait was

almast immediately shut down
for “criticizing the government.”

The most recent estimates
of Iraqi casualties during the
- war suggest that about 150,000
soldiers and 135,000 civilians
were killed, About 60% of the

civilians were children. The

death rote in Baghdad hospitals,
| operating virteally without

medical supplics of even clean

er. has risen from 6%1020%,

zaast Iragis are withont

ofien directed against civilians.
About 100,000 Kurdishrefugees
 fled into Turkey Then, on April
3, Turkey closed its borders,
feaving at lesst 200000 more

further Iragi attacks. Even those
who made il © refuges campsin
Turkey are starving, and many

_ chuldren have already died of

cold and hunger.
An estimated one md.l.wn

- Kurdxshrefugmmmwon the

Trag-Iran border where they are

will be resources to feed what
- could ewnualiy be s&v&r&l i

1h
 have been kitled in one napalm
 auackonMarch 17 on theNajaf-
- Karbala ?nghway.An estimated

35000 refugeex !me est:aped

territory, with estimates of
15,000 dead. There are still no
cstimates of deaths in the north,
but they are pmbably - much
higher.

The coahncn led as usual
by the US, has refused any help
10 the rebels, preferring o wait
until & non-Shi'ite, non-Kurdish
aliemative to Saddam arises from
the upper-class Wemaxmzed
Irams &

tiesand principalities retained their
independence until the 17th cen-
tury. The first division of Kurdis-
tan took place in 1693, as a result
of wars between the Ottoman
Empire and the Persian Empires.
In the 19th century, Sheik
Ubeydullah united the Kurds in a
revolt which is considered to be
the beginning of Kurdish nation-
alism.

Unfortunately, united Kurdis-
tandid not survive very long under
that joint attacks of the Ottoman
and Persian Empires. Following
World Warl, the Treaty of Sevres
recognized an indepedent Kurdis-
tan; but this treaty was never rati-
fied. The final Treaty of Lausanne,
in 1923, divided Kurdistan and
created the present states of Tur-
key, Iraq and Syria.

The Kurds never accepted
being a part of Irag. A Kurdish
revolt took place even before the
firstking of Iraq, King Faisal, was
brought from Mecca by the Brit-
ish. At that time the British Air
Force was the first to use mustard
gas against Kurdish civilians to
suppress the revolt.

Basic human rights are still
denied in Kurdistan, to a degree
that is shocking in its intensity.
Countries with Kurdish minori-
ties fear Kurdish ethnic strength
and any activity towards self-de-
termination. In Kurdistan, torture
and arbitrary harassment are part
of daily life (See ACTivist 7#2 for
the recent history of Kurdistan).

The Kurdish question has
never gained enough international
support because the major powers
had little conflict with the govern-
ments occupying Kurdistan. Itisa
tragic fact that a people can be
destroyed in a period during which
there is so much talk of human
rights in the Middle East.$

Toronto's Kurdish cammunity is appealing
for aid to Kurdish refugees on the Turkish—
Tregi border. Tohelp, cotact the Kurdish
Relief Fund at (416) 929-3072.




6 * April 1991 ¢ The ACTivist

MIDDLE EAST

FE
' Survival

for tribal peoples

The latest uregent action
bulletin from Survival
International follows. The
full text of the bulletin is
available from ACT for
Disarmament.

Papuans moved

The Indonesian govern-
ment is using an earthquake as
an excuse to move the Hupla
tribal people off their land. The
Hupla, whose lives were dev-
astated by the earthquake
which hit West Papua in Au-
gust 1989, want to return to
their highlands. They are dying
from lowland diseases at the
new site and suffering from
malnutrition.

The Hupla people num-
ber about 3,500 people. Their
ancestral lands in the Woso
valley were very badly hit by
the earthquake: over 100
people died and many homes
and gardens were destroyed
by landslides.

The Government seized
the opportunity to move the
Hupla to a lowland site under
the pretext of providing them
with geologically stable land.
Significantly the Hupla lands
are thought to be rich in min-
eral resources.

Most Hupla were not
consulted about the resettle-
ment scheme. Military heli-
copters simply arrived at the
scene of the disaster and fer-
ried them to the new site.

The resettlement area se-
lected by the government is
totally unsuitable for the Hupla
people. The land, at Elelim, is
already owned by another tribe
and is infested with tropical
diseases to which the highland
Hupla have no resistance.
‘Within the first few months of

Kuwait still waiting for a real liberation

Continued from page 4
them from the royal family. The
minor kind of jobs, and most of
them have a lot of headaches, to
deal internally with the country,
are given to other so-called
“friendly families” to the royal
family. And every time they
change the cabinet, those are the
ones to be kicked out and new
people to come in. The same royal
family is still there all the time.
Last month [March], they say
the cabinet resigned because of
the pressure, and they’re having a
new government. Yeah. Who's the
new prime minister? The same old
prime minister. Who's the foreign
minister? He’s the same old for-
eign minister. They are not plan-
ning to change, they are so arro-
gant, they don’t listen,, they want
to keep protecting their interest
and keep controlling the country.

PEOPLE BEFORE THE invasion
were afraid to lose things. Be-
cause if you go against the govern-
ment, what will happen to you?
You go to jail. Your ID will be
confiscated. You lose your job.
And if you’re not really rich and
well off, your family can’t survive
without your salary, they can’t
survive with the government serv-
ices. Andif you are in jail now and
you’re the head of the family, your
kids can’t go to school without the
father’s ID. They can’t have wel-
fare without the father’s ID. They
can’thaveafree house without the
father’s ID. Sometimes they can’t
even go to the hospital without the
father’s ID. So they had a lot of
things to lose, and that’s why a lot
of people stayed on the line, you
know? They didn’t like what’s
going on, but they had a lot of
things to lose, and they didn’t feel
like they have to sacrifice. Be-
causeeventually,everybody hada
job, everybody was okay, they are
not poor, they are not being op-
pressed and killed. But they didn’t

15 people died
of malaria or malnutrition. The
importance of ancestral land

have the other freed the other
rights that human beings need.
Fine, we have all the materialistic

and other

The Indonesian Govern-
ment claims it is moving the
Hupla “for their own good.” In
reality the programme is in
line with their policy to “‘civi-
lize” tribal people throughout
Indonesia by removing them
from their resource-rich lands
to more accessible sites where
they can be “guided” into the
“modern” world.

Please write to President
Suharto (Presiden Rl, Istana
Negara, Jalan Veteran,
Jakarta,Indonesia) callingfor
a halt to the resettlement.

Stress: 1) Theresettlement
program is coercive. The
Hupla have notbeen consulted
as a community; 2) The new
site is unsuitable; 3) The fu-
ture of the Hupla and sur-
rounding tribes are threatened

by resettlement.

to the Hupla way of life means requirements, but we don’t have
that ion is the other, i
to destroying their identity. requirements like freedom of

speech, freedom of association.

So people felt like they were
losing a lot, they stayed on the
line. But now, after the Iragi inva-
sion ... we lost everything. We
have no jobs, we have no country,
a lot of families lost a lot of be-
loved ones, so we don’t have
anything else to lose now. And
that’s why the movement’s grow-
ing and growing, and amazingly,
actually, some of the generals in
the army and majors in the army,
now, they’ve switched sides. On
April 1, this officer, his name is
Major Bad’r, he had no political
ambition, he had no needs and
wants for him personally, but he
wasoneof the guys who went with
the pro-democratic movement to
present five pages of demands to
the royal family.

So a lot of people are now
switching sides, and alotof people

are becoming pro-democratic
supporters, because again, we
don’t have anything left to lose
now. And the royal family and the
Western media and the Western

After they go out of their borders,
democracy means nothing if it’s
not in the interest of big business.

But Kuwaitis are not stupid.
Yes, we thank the Americans for
“liberating” us from the Iragis.

have to und d. The
royal family cannot stay in power
and cannot control the country as
they used to. If the Americans
really want to protect their inter-
ests and protect the region from
any problems, they should under-
stand that the democracy they say
they have in their country hastobe
exercised the same way in other
countries. But the problem is, with
the Americans, they only see
democracy within their borders.

But we will never thank them for
keeping thisroyal family in power.
And if they really want us to look
at them as friends for the region,
friends for us, they have to act like
friends for the people, not friends
for the corrupt elite.

This is really, really one of
the things we feel that the Ameri-
cans have to understand, that pro-
tecting their interests means the
protection of human rights first. If

people are happy, they would be
friendly. If people are oppressed
and being killed, they will never
be happy. And someday, they will
change things.

So again, I just want to sum-
marize it for you. The Americans
didn’t liberate us; war and vio-
lence will never solve any prob-
lem; the pro-democratic move-
mentinKuwaitdoes notbelieve in
armed struggle or violence; all we
are asking for is — respect the
1962 constitution, change the
immigration law, allow women to
vote, freedom of speech, freedom
of association, and that’sit. That’s
basically it.$

New world order for the few

Continued from page 3
will be hailed as generous and
forthcoming.

Economic development for
the Palestinians had always been
barred, while their land and water
were taken. They had been per-
mitted to serve the Israeli econ-
omy as virtual slave labor, but this
interlude is passing. The recent
curfew admi afurther blow

reiterating the prediction of Israeli
Arabists 40 years earlier: the Pal-
estinians will “be crushed,” will
die or “turn into human dust and
the waste of society, and join the
most impoverished classes in the
Arabcountries.” Or they will leave,
while Russian Jews, now barred
from the US by policies designed
to deny them a free choice, flock

to the Palestinian economy. The
victors can now proceed with the
policyarticulated in February 1989
by Yitzhak Rabin of the Labor
Party, then Defense Secretary,
when he informed Peace Now
leaders of his satisfaction with the
US-PLO dialogue, meaningless
discussions to divert attention
while Israel suppresses the Inti-
fadah by force. The Palestinians
“willbe broken,” Rabin promised,

Those who
wouldn’t
go to war

Continued form page 1
her work, left the base to speak at
anti-war rallies, then turned her-
self in. She is now confined to
base awaiting court-martial. Ser-
geant George Morse, who refused
to prepare shipments of supplies
to the Gulf, is now in a military
prison, and Amnesty International
has declared him a prisoner of
conscience.

Inother coalition countries, it
is the same story — even in Ger-
many, where the soldiers could
not possibly be sent to the Gulf
because the German constitution
will not allow it, soldiers filed as
conscientious objectors. (In the
Iraqi army, of course, the only
choice was desertion with the
possibility of immediate execu-
tion. Many did take this route,
often in desperation, but surely
sometimes out of a moral posi-
tion).

In Canada, though we sent so
few troops to the Gulf, at least one
man was driven to apply for a
“psychiatric discharge” (since CO
status is not available in Canada).

toan ded Israel, leaving the
diplomatic issues moot, as the
Baker-Shamir-Peres plan envis-
aged.

The political leadership in
‘Washington and London have
created economic and social ca-
tastrophes at home, and have no
idea how todeal with them, except
to exploit their military power.
Following the advice of the busi-
ness press, they may try to turn
their countries into mercenary

states, serving as the global mafia,
selling “protection” to the rich,
defending them against “third
world threats” and demanding
proper payment for their services.
Riches funnelled from the Gulf oil
producers are to prop up the two
failing economies. German-led
Europe, later Japan, will carry out
the task of “Latin Americanizing”
most of the domains of the col-
lapsing Soviet tyranny, with the
former Communist bureaucracy
probably running the branch of-
fices of foreign corporations. The
rest of the third world will be
controlled by economic pressures
if possible, by force if necessary.

These are some of the con-
tours of the planned New World
Order that come into view as the
beguiling rhetoric is lifted away.$

His discharge papers stated that,
while in no way mentally ill, he
had “religious and moral convic-
tions that make him unfit for mili-
tary service.”

The list goes on — the conse-
quences of the war are still unfold-
ing not only in the Middle East,
but for those who were brought,
by this war, to the realization they

those who declared themselves
COs, and especially those who
spoke out publically, are being
treated with uncommon harshness.

Yet these people are among
the small heroes who did emerge
from this sordid war. They are the
ones who took a second look at
theirwhole lives, and chose a world
withoutarmies,and ch hat they

could no longer accept war. A
pattern does seem to be emerging.
Those who went quietly AWOL
andreturnedafter the warare being
givenslightor no punishment. But

should be the pioneers of this
world.

For more information on
supporting military resisters,
contact ACT for Disarmament.§
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Redneck justice?
LETHBRIDGE (Alberta) — Supporters
packed a courtroom in the heart of what they
called “the Alabama of Canada” — conser-
vative southem Alberta— on March 25, to
see Peigan Lonefighter Milton Born With a
Tooth sentenced to 1 1/2 years in jail. Bom
With a Tooth was found guilty earlier this
month by an all-white jury in Fort Macleod
of six weapons-related charges for a native-
RCMP confrontationat thesite of the Oldman
Riverdamlast September. Hehas been freed
on bail while the case is appealed.

The sentencing of Born With a Tooth
came the same day a federal-provincial task
force released a report calling the Alberta
justice system deeply flawed and riddled
with racism. “The task force believes that
aboriginal people are exposed daily to ra-
cism in our society,” said the “Justice on
Trial” report to the Alberta legislature.

Logging talks break down
BARRIERE LAKE (Québec) — Negotia-
tions have broken down between the Algon-
quins of Barriere Lake and the government
of Québecregarding a conservation strategy
for La Verendrye Wildlife Reserve.

La Verendrye, ancestral territory of the
Barriere Lake band, has been subjected to
clear-cut logging and other destructive for-
estry practises. The Algonquins have pro-
tested this for years, and put forward a pro-
posal for a resource management plan that
would include all forestusers. But after long
negotiations with the province, involving
many compromises by the natives, Québec
still would not accept their plan.

Québec’s alternative agreement, the Al-
gonquins say, s one they cannot sign, be-
causeit
their traditional way of life and provides no
mechanism for changing forestry practises
in La Verendrye. With this plan, they say,
clear-cutting and destruction of the forest
would go on unhindered.

The band is now calling on other native
and non-native peoples to join them in a
blockade during the summer cutting season
“to assist us in maintaining a ban on forestry
operations in our territory, until we reach a
formal written agreement.”

Jail for logging blockaders
N’DAKIMENAN (Ontario) — Sentencing
for the Temagami blockades of 1989-90
continues, and it is becoming clear that those
arrested on the native-coordinated, non-
violent, blockade are being sentenced more
harshly than those arrested on the blockade
set up by non-native environmentalists.
Non-natives arrested on the native
blockade are getting fines of up to $700 for
a iefcharge. It are
being treated even more severely — one
woman, a mother of several children, has
been sentenced to sixty days in jail because
she was unable to pay her fine of $1,500.

Shoshone lands bombed
NEWE SEGOBIA (Nevada) — As the
United States conducted its second nuclear
testof the year in the Nevada desert on April
3, peace activists attempted to stop the 150
kiloton expolosion by occupying the test
area. The Western Shoshone National Coun-
cil, legal owners of the land under the 1863
Treaty of Ruby Valley, continued to issue
permits for activists to emcr the test site.
M than 7

tests have been conducted at the Naevada
site since 1953, and jets from Nellis Air
Force Base over fly their lands regularly.

Gitskan decision denies
aboriginal land rights

By MaGGie HELWIG
Tue ACTivisT

A three-year court case pursuing the
landrights of the Gitksan and Wet’ suwet’en
peoples of northwestern British Columbia
came to an end March 8, as B.C. Supreme
Court Judge Allan McEachern handed down
a stunning — indeed, bizarre — verdict,
denying the native people any right whatso-

* ever to their own unceded land.

rights to the land, based on traditional occu-
pancy and use, may be said to have been
extinguished. Is it when a treaty has been
signed which clearly states that aboriginal
title is relinquished? Is it when a treaty
suggests this? Is it when there is no treaty,
but simply acknowledgement of the non-
native presence in the land and some Cana-
dian government jurisdiction?

It is the uncertainty about this which
has made many native wary of entering a
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According the McEachem, the Gitksan
and Wet’suwet’en do not own their land
because they lack proper concepts of land
ownership. Furthermore, the fact that the
British settlers assumed that the natives had
no land rights was sufficient to extinguish
all native land rights. Besides which, abo-
riginal rights really exist only “at the pleas-
ure of the crown.”

Anyway, McEach the

comprehensive claims process, knowing that
entering into any agreement with the gov-
emment may be seen as extinguishing their
prior rights to the land.

ButMcEachern was even more sweep-
ing. According to his March 8 decision,
aboriginal title was apparently extinguished
by the simple fact that white people moved
into the area.

Judge James Igloliorte,

only future for native peoples is to assimi-
late, accept good white Anglo values, and
go out and make some money for them-
selves, possibly by levelling every tree in
British Columbia. He supposes the Gitksan
and Wet’suwet’en can do this, because, he
generously allows, they have “already
achieved arelatively high level of social or-
ganization.”

But the McEachern decision is not
only an offensive document and a serious
setback for the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en

. Itisa dent that
could affect First Nations thmughou( the
country.

McEachern’sruling directly affects the
issue of comprehensive land claims — that
is, land claims in which no prior treaty or
agreement between the native peoples and
the settlers exist, and the land is still for-
mally unceded native land. There are virtu-
ally no treaties in B.C., and almost all land
claims are comprehensive claims. The land
claim of the Innu of Nitassinan (Québec-
Labrador) is acomprehensive claim as well,
and so are a number of others, mostly in
Quebec and the Northwest Territories.

The crucial question, in comprehen-
sive land claims, is “extinguishment” —
thatis, under what conditions the ahoriginal

ruling in 1989 that the Innu could not be
convicted of trespass on their land, derided
the belief that “the Crown acquired magi-
cally by its own declaration of title” rights
tothe land. But it seems that Judge McEach-
em believes exactly in this magical process,
by which white people come to own the
land just because they say so.

Worse, the McEachern judgement is
already being used as a precedent in B.C.
courts. Fifty-nine Lil’wat people, charged
with contempt of court for a blockade of a
logging road in their territory in central
B.C., argued that the provincial govern-
ment had no authority to forbid blockades
on unceded Lil’'wat land. The judge, citing
the McEachern decision, dismissed Lil’ wat
sovereignty asanon-issue, not even fittobe
considered in court “unless and until (the
McEachern decision) is reversed on ap-
peal.”

It hardly seems likely that the decision
will be reversed on appeal. McEachern has
now been promoted from the B.C. Supreme
Court to Chief Justice of the B.C. Court of
Appeal, where the Gitksan and
‘Wet’suwet’en must take their case now.

The Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en will
continue to pursue the court case, B.C.
native leaders say. An emergency meeting
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The Artists'/Environment Forum presents
Project Indigenous
Restoration

unday, April 21 — Day 1
6 AM — TRADITIONAL SUNRISE
CEREMONY at Queen’s Park
All day — NATIVE SPEAKERS
representing indigenous peoples
from the Amazon to the Arctic, with|
Native drumming and dancing at
intermissions. FREE.
7:30 PM — CONCERT at the Royal
Alexandra Theatre, featuring Daniell |
Lanois with Tantoo Cardinal, Gary
Farmer, Lorraine Segato, Tom
Jackson and friends. Tickets avail-
able frombox office, from $32.

Mon April 22 — Day 2
EARTH DAY IN SCHOOLS: Over
50 elders, chiefs and traditional
teachers will spend the day in
elementary and secondary schools
throughout Toronto and Surround.
They will share their wisdom and
their knowledge on caring for our
environment, our Mother Earth.

Tuesday, April 23 — Da

A three-part public forum at OISE.
Topics for consideration include:

* The sharing of ecological wisdom
from elders

¢ The sharing of spiritual reverence
held by native peoples

o Strategies of sustainable develop-
ment by native communities

o Caring for Mother Earth by
traditional methods

* Environmental degradation on
the traditional native economy
 The healing properties of medici-
nal plants as taught by natives.
Tickets: $5, students FREE.

Volunteers are still needed. If you
can help, call Danny Beaton (Mo-
hawk Six Nations), Executive
Director of The Artists’/Environ-
ment Forum, at 921-0014.

of chiefs will also, reportedly, be planning
civil disobedience actions across the coun-
try. Some suggest that the anger and frustra-
tion of native peoples, abused by the Cana-
dian system with an almost complete con-
sistency, cannot much longer be prevented
from breaking out in violence, especially
after the example set last summer at Oka.
But Ovide Mercredi of the Assembly of
First Nations said protests would remain
non-violent, and he hopes that a policy of
non-violence will be agreed to by nauve
leaders throughout Canada.

Itisclear, though, that McEachern and
others, in the courts and in the government,
are doing nothing to prevent an explosion.
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THUR,
SUN: 1

-
TORONTO
'WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE
s
TORONTO, ONT. M5S 1G4

(416] 9228744
HOURS:

MON-WE

2-5PM
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

10:30-6PM

867-2185.

Dipioma_Programme in_Community Work ]

George Brown College offers a Diploma Programme in
Community Work to persons with a strong commitment to
human rights, social justice and community development in a
multicultural society.

This is a two-year, full-time programme of classroom study
and supervised work in the field.

:30-9PM We start in September and end in May.
For more information or to arrange an interview, call (416)
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PEACE ACTION

World peace groups to meet in Toronto

By STEPHEN DANKOWICH
Tue ACTivisT
wirH IPB FILES

Peace activists will have the
unique opportunity to meet and
share ideas with friends from
around the world at a three day
International Peace Bureau Con-
ference, September 13-15, 1991.

Last September, ACT for
Disarmament joined the world’s
oldest international peace organi-
zation, the International Peace
Bureau (IPB). The IPB is a global

By FRANK SHOWLER
ToE ACTvIsT

The theme for this year’s IPB Conference is “Building World Community: Rec-
onciliation and Resistance.” Peace involves reconciliation. Opposing forces, whether
they be individuals, groups or nations, must be reconciled to one another in order to
produce real or lasting peace. Yet we must resist militarism, racism, sexism, and
violations of human rights. Otherwise, these forces will dominate society.

How do we resist such evils and yet bring about reconciliation — and often with
the very persons and groups who have promoted or perpetuated them? When should
weresist and when try toreconcile? Are the practices of resistance and of reconciliation
really at odds with each other? Can they work together? If so, how?

These are the kinds of questions the Conference is intended to consider.

the UN/ECOSOC and UNESCO.

A special emphasis has been
on the strengthening of interna-
tional law. It is necessary to
strengthen the United Nations and
other international institutions,
such as the International Court of
Justice. The rivalry between the
big powers and their domination
of the world must be replaced by
the idea of common security. The
IPB seeks the right for all coun-
tries and peoples to self-determi-
nation and freedom from military,
economic and political interven-
tion by other countries. It aims for
general and complete disarma-
ment, both conventional and nu-
clear.

Touchicve last "

network of independent and non-
aligned peace c izati A
permament secretariat is located
inGeneva, Switzerland. The deci-
sions and activities of the IPB are
carried out by the member organi-
zations, by the elected officersand
by the secretariat.

The highest decision-making
body in the IPB is the annual
General Assembly, at which each

memberorganization has one vote.
This body decides on IPB policy,
the Program of Action and spe-
cific campaigns, and elects the
president and the 12-person Ex-
ecutive Committee. The work is
funded by annual fees from the
izati atrustfund

money (IPB received the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1910), grants and
donations,

The IPB exists to serve the
cause of peace by the promotion
of international cooperation and
the non-violent and peaceful solu-
tion of internati flicts. The

lished reports on specific interna-
tional problems and initiated in-
ternational campaignsin the peace
movement.

More recently the IPB has
become a coordination and serv-
ice institution for the global peace
, bringing the demands

member

collecting the Nobel Peace Prize

Ontario Peace Conference

In conjunction with the IPB
Conference, ACT Toronto will
also be facilitating the reconven-
ing of an Ontario Peace Confer-
ence (OPC). The last OPC was
held in Belleville in 1989.

The OPC theme will be
“Meeting the international peace
movement.”

On the same day, we Ontario
peace activists can ourselves meet
to discuss common goals, cam-
paigns, strategies and ideas.

Please phone or write ACT
for Disarmament to get involved
inthisexciting project. Now, more
than ever, itisimportant that wein

the peace move-

OPC 1991 will be
agolden opportu-
nity to learn and

<

ment
our awareness of
each others’ ac-

share ideas with tivities.
activists from IPB/OPC The IPB/
other countries. : o OPC Conference
On Sunday, Elon g b’Ee.ng should accom-
September 15, the Sunday, April 29 plish much in
IPB will hold its 1 4 pm strengthening our

Annual General
Assembly for
administrative de-
cision-making.

ACT Peace Centre
736 Bathurst St.
(1block S. of Bloor)
Toronto

movement, lo-
cally, regionally
and globally.&

Mississauga plant for two hours on March 25, in conjunction
with a blockade of the company’s main plant in Montréal.
Seven people were arrested at the Mississauga action. Pratt and
Whitney is one of the world’s largest exporters of military
aircraft engines. [Photo: David Webster]

role of the IPB as defined by its
member organizations includes:
networking (between all kinds of
peace organizations), informing

of peace movements onto the in-
ternational political agenda. For
example: in 1967 the IPB and
several other nongovernmental

(peace 5 8

and the public), monitoring (UN
and inter-governmental negotia-
tions) and igning (on the

made a study on
conscientious objection to mili-
tary service, which resulted in a
ion to the UN Gen-

fields of action decided annually
by the member organizations).
The creation of the “perma-
ment International Peace Bureau™
asthe executiveoffice of the Inter-
national Union of Peace Societies
was decided at the third Universal
Peace Congress in Rome in July,
1891. The IPB’s rules and the
council wereapproved and elected
at the fourth Universal Peace
Congressin Bern in August 1892.
Atits foundation the IPB began to
organize annual Universal Peace
Congresses promoting disarma-
ment, a League of Nations (later
the United Nations) and an Inter-
national Court of Justice. It has
worked for international coopera-
tion, organized more than 80
seminars and conferences. pub-

eral Assembly. In 1971 the Gen-
eral Assembly passed a resolu-
tion, broadly modelled on the
IPB’srecommendation, asking the
UN Secretary General to make a
report on the issue, and introduc-
ing the first discussion of consci-
entious objection in the United
Nations. Another example is the
adoption of the Bradford Propos-
als for Disarmament in 1974, ini-
tiated by Sean MacBride (presi-
dentof the IPB from 1974 t0 1985)
at a conference convened by the
IPB. This was one of the initia-
tives that led to the UN first Spe-
cial Session on Disarmament in
1978, and for which (among other
deciding factors) Sean MacBride
won the Nobel Prize in 1974. The
IPB has consultative status with

p
must be greater economic equal-
ity in the world. The resources of
the rich countries must be used to
climinate underdevelopment,
poverty and social injustice eve-
rywhere.

The human rights and demo-
cratic freedoms of each individual
must be guaranteed. Special fo-
cuses for the IPB are the right to
conscientious objection to mili-
tary service, the right for peace
activists to meet friends in other
countries, and the right to demon-
strate, protestand speak out against
the international arms race and
national armaments.

Concern for the welfare of the
planet and all its life forms is an
integral part of the work of the
1PB.

Today the IPB is a rapidly
expanding network, whose mem-
bers include some of the world’s
major peace organizations. As of
September 1990, there were 99
member organizations in some 37
countries. At Annual General
Assemblies they decide together
on a Programme of Action. The
member organizations have played
leading roles in the upsurge of the
peace movement since the early
1980s, and in stimulating a new
awareness of peace issues in pub-
lic opinion and in the media.&
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Mon-Thurs  9:30 - 10:00
Fri 9:30 - 8:30
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459 Bloor Street West,
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Phone: (416) 924-1422
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Creative Design
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Well-made film unmasks hldden genoc1de in Papua

Papua Merdeka!
Directed by Peter Monet
40 minutes

REVIEWED BY MACDONALD ScoTT

Well, let’s be honest, Papua Mer-
deka! is good and it’s important. It covers
an issue which few know much about
(myself included, I knew zip before
seeing the video), and yet one in which
Canada has a nice big bloody hand, under
the guise of companies like Noranda and
Lavalin. There are faults, as there are in
any low-budget, idealistic production, but
they are not serious. The video is well
documented, with expert opinions from
Noam Chomsky, members of the West
Papua Resistance, the Organisasi Papua
Merdeka, and refugees from Papua itself.

And what an issue it is. Since
Indonesia took over West Papua in 1963,
planned genocide has been carried out
against the indigenous Melanesians of the
area. Aided by multinational corpora-
tions, foreign aid (from the Canadian
International Development Agency,
CIDA, among others), and the United
Nations, Indonesia has killed thousands,
forced others out as refugees, and then
tried forcibly to assimilate whoever was
left (sort of like Canadian policy on
Native peoples here). The highlight of the
entire fiasco was the “Act of Free (No)
Choice” in 1969, in which a referendum
was carried out by Indonesia, in West
Papua, over whether the island wanted to

infy
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remain part of Indonesia or obtain
independence. The 1,025 West Papuans
who were permitted to vote (approxi-
mately 1% of the population), did so
behind barbed wire, under military guard.
Not surprisingly, they voted to remain
with Indonesia. This vote was ratified by
the UN, which had observers there.
Things have gone downhill since.
Valiant resistance by the OPM guerrillas
(I would like to have seen a little more
coverage on non-violent resistance, if
there is any) has been met with bombing,
strafing, napalm, the destruction of entire
villages. The guerrillas, often armed with
little more than bows and arrows, have
managed to last more than twenty years,
and have also managed to keep the
Indonesian army off balance. The Indone-

sian solution? Transmigration; the
movement of thousands of Javanese
settlers into West Papua, where they are
intended to overwhelm and force the
assimilation of the uprooted Papuans.
And the story goes on.

One problem with Papua Merdeka!,
1 found, was the overuse of talking heads.
Unfortunately, I don’t think this could be
avoided, since the video was mainly shot
in North America, and the only film
coverage from West Papua itself was
news footage and old films. However,
this film coverage, accompanied by still
shots and montages, added a fair amount
of variety, keeping the “heads” from
getting too monotonous.

Also interesting was the use of
interspersed explanations, which both

appeared on the screen in print and were
read by a narrator. These helped keep the
viewer informed on the issue, while the
human side was presented by the inter-
views.

Go see Papua Merdeka!, find out
for yourself. And then go tell Lavalin and
Inco, the two main Canadian companies
involved in West Papua, just what you
think of their aid to genocide. And tell Joe
Clark, who thinks Indonesia has an
excellent human rights record. I highly
recommend you see this video, and then
do something about what you are seeing!

Papua Merdeka! is available
through: V-Tape, 183 Bathurst St.,
Toronto, Ont. MST 2R7, (416) 863-9897.
The Toronto premiere will be held at the
Euclid Theatre in late May; contact V-
Tape for more information.$

Stories and time of Dlmlahamld

A Death Feast in Dimlahamid
By Terry Glavin
New Star Books

Pp-
$14.95 (pb), $24.95 (hc)

This is what gives Death Feast its particu-
lar value. It is useful, certainly, to know the
background of the Gitksan and
‘Wet’suwet’en struggle, and Glavin provides
lhal ngmg brief histories of native-settler

hips since the non-natives first

REVIEWED BY MAGGIE HELWIG

A Death Feast in Dimlahamid had
already sold outits first printing when Judge
Allan McEachern handed down his deci-
sion on the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en land
claim. In the wake of that decision, the book
becomes perhaps even more important and
relevant.

Death Feast tells one small part of the
Gitksan-Wet’suweten story, the fall of 1989
when the land claim was being fought both

arrived. But it is more important to gain
some sense of who these people are, and
what their work towards sovereignty means
to them; and to the non-natives as well.
The title comes from the story of
Dimlahamid, the Gitksan-Wet’suwet’en
empire thatis said to have existed thousands
of years ago, a highly advanced civilization
that was scattered by the spirits when the
people treated animals with disrespect.
Glavinaccepts Di idashavinghada

bush. “My Uncle Pete said, ‘Go out there.
Live out there. Talk to the trees.’ So I did.
But they don’t talk back. They just stood
there. I was just, I don’t know, doing it.
Nothing happened. But then after one six-
teen-hour day, I was just beat, and I'stopped
in my snowshoe tracks and lay down, and
they said, ‘Oh, you poor thing.” I looked up.
Well, it was a lot easier to go that last four
miles to the cabin ... There are times when
Ifeel like singing at the top of my voice out
there. I don’t think I ever feel so good as
when I'm out there.”

Death Feast is not a systematic study
ofthe land claims in northwest B.C.; itis not
even acareful hlSlOl'y‘Aﬂd thechronology is

historical existence, but he also sees
o ;

in court, as the case before
McEachern, and on the land, as the natives
proclaimed themselves sovereign territory,
set up non-violent blockades to stop the
logging on their land, and began to issue
hunting and fishing permits on their own,
circumventing the provincial government.

Terry Glavin, a reporter for the Van-
couver Sun, spent time on one of the block-
ades, and he does not pretend to be an
impartial observer. His heart is with the
Gitksan; he has listened to their traditional
stories and believed them to be true. He has
slept in a tent blocking the Bulkley River
Road, attended the clan feasts, and talked at
length with the hereditary chiefs and others.
He believes in the ancient natural “laws”
called the ada’ox by the Gitksan, and the
kungax by the Wet’suwet’en; he believes in
the healers called the halaits, and the de-
structive secret society of the haldowgets.

as a future, a in
Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en territory.
Dimlahamid can mean also the sovereign
society envisioned by traditional chiefs Don
Ryan (Mas Gak), Wii Seeks (Ralph Mitch-
ell) and others, which could include the
white settlers as well as the native peoples,
could combine the halaits and the fax ma-
chine, and implement

And you could say
that Terry Glavin is yet another white guy
writing about the natives, and that is not
untrue. But he is a white guy who has
listened carefully, and realizes that the First
Peoples have a worldview and a system of
values that may not be those of “main-
stream” Canadian society, and may well be
superior. A Death Feast in Dimlahamid is
not a book to pass off lightly.&

the ada’ox in the con-
temporary  world;
which could create a
common sense plan for
using and preserving
theresourcesof therich
Pacific northwest.
Glavinreportsone
story toldto him by Luu
Goom’kw,acarverand
painter who left his
reserve to live in the

?
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issue!

The ACTivist is Toronto’s only peace newspaper.
And now, it’s published monthly to bring you the
latest news of peace and humanrights from around
the world, First Nations here at home, peace cam-
paigns, and so much more!

A subscription to The ACTivist is available for a
minimum donation of $10 to ACT for Disarma- I
ment. Drop us a line today — don’t miss a single

Send to: The ACTivist, c/o ACT for Disarmament,
736 Bathurst Street, Toronto, M5S 2R4.
Phone (416) 531-6154, fax 531-6214.
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| Irealize peace work is expensive: here’s
| my additional donation to ACT of
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The war is over — but peace work has to go on.

As long as there are wars in the world, as long as
governments and armies around the world — and
in Canada — continue to violate the human rights
of their people, the world will need a vibrant peace

movement.

But that can’t happen without your help. ACT for
Disarmament is an all-volunteer, independent,
non-aligned peace group. We accept no govern-
ment grants or corporate “gifts.” We depend
entirely on the generosity of our supporters —
people like you. Here are just a few of the ACT
campaigns you will be supporting:

Ninth annual spring protest for peace + Support
for the Innu and other First Nations menaced by
militarism + Work against ongoing wars like East

PEACE Magazine

& Special issue on Native Rights O

Featuring —John Bacher « Anabel Cathrall « Linda Champagne » Don Gaspé
» Doug George « Tony Hall « Dawn Hill = Chief Jacob Thomas
PEACE—736 Bathurst S., Toronto, M5S 2R4, ph 416/533-7581

e} o\/0 o

=

Timor and Lithuania + Abolition of the military
worldwide + General Electric boycott + 1991
conference of the International Peace Bureau +
Efforts to make conscientious objector status
available in Canada + Raising awareness, through
education and action, about the Middle East +
High school organizing + Publishing Toronto’s
only peace newspaper + Joint campaigns with
independent eastern European activists through
the Helsinki Citizens Assembly + End cruise
missile and other weapons testing in Canada +
Work to halt the expansion of nuclear power in
Ontario and uranium mining across Canada + get
Canada out of the international arms trade + Make
the links between peace, ecology and human rights

+and more + and more

Toronto

PO Box
Oakville
L6J 6L6

ACT Toronto
736 Bathurst Street

ACT Oakville

(416) 338-0813

M5S 2R4

(416) 531-6154
(416) 531-6214 (fax)

ACT Orillia
PO Box 611,
Orillia Ont., L3V 6K5

( ACT

Contactg'

ACT Vancouver

(604) 731-2663

ACT Niagara
(416) 934-6233

Brantford Contact

Tim Hopkins

7378
Ont.

(519) 756-2757

Hamilton Contact

Michael Polanyi

(416) 546-1589

Lindsay Contact
Cathy Lummiss
(705) 324-2854

Midland Contact
Jenii White

c/o 437 King Street
Midland Ont.

L4R 3N3

Peterborough Contact
Ruth Gayle
(705) 741-4848

Classified

Natural Birth Control. Avoid or
achieve pregnancy safely and ef-
fectively without risking your health.
Escape the medical monopoly and
make peace with your fertility
cycles. Private counselling/public
talks. The Justisse Method is a
non-sectarian, feminist model. 598
St. Clair Ave. W., Toronto, 416-
656-7659.

Dearest Emma; I'm OK. Thanks
for asking. I'm too tired — OK,
hun? With much love, despite the
sarcasm. Lucas. P.S. — | would
like to meet over a bowl of water
and puppy chow of your choice
(except jello) but am tired of run-
ning down the street to be refused.

CONCERNED abouttoxicsinthe
environment? Endorse ZERO
DISCHARGE. Contact: 204 Laclie
St., Orillia, Ontario L3V 4N8, (705)
326-0347, FAX (705) 326-0347.

Western Canada Wilderness
Committee needs environmental
canvassers. We are a non-profit
organization based in Canada
working for the preservation and
protection of Canadian and inter-
national wilderness through re-
search and education. We pro-
mote the principles which achieve
ecologically sustainable commu-
nities. Phone Michael or Tonya,
324-9872.

Peace needs you! Volunteer for
ACT for Disarmament, the peace
group without leaders. Office staff-
ing, street outreach, postering,
fundraising and much more needs
doing. Call ACT, 531-6154.

Oil, Golf Courses and War:
Kanesetake and the Persian Guif
as Occasions for Discovering the
Weapons of the Spirit. Towards a
Fuller Understanding on Nonvi-
olent Power. A booklet available
from: Project Ploughshares,
Conrad Grebel College, Waterloo,
Ontario N2L 3G6.

Heal the Planet! Be a part of our
door-to-door canvass staff. Fun-

draise & educate for GREEN-
PEACE, 2-10 PM. Fair pay, unlim-
ited challenge. Call Lisa 351-0430,
leave message. Greeenpeace is
an equal opportunity employer.

New books soon! Lowlife Pub-
lishing will be releasing our spring
list shortly. Write to Lowlife, PO
Box 562, Station P, Toronto, M5S
2T1. Look out!

Layout and design assistance at
reasonable prices. Contact The
ACTivist, 416-531-6154.

Deadline for next issue: April 24.
Please send payment with ad.
$10 for up to 25 words, $15 for
up to 50 words.

Coming in May|

5th special spring pro-
test issue, including the
programme for ACT for
Disarmament’s annual
spring protest for peace
on Saturday, May 11.
Reach over 10,000
peaceful readers!
Advertise in the May
issue of The ACTivist.
Call 531-6154 for rate-
sheet and details.
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In December 1975, just ten
days after declaring its inde-
pendence from Portugal, the
tiny country of East Timor
was invaded by its neighbour
Indonesia. In the decade-and-
a-half since, an estimated
250,000 people — over a third
of the population — have been
killed. Genocide and massive
human rights violations —
including rape, forced abor-
tions, torture, indiscriminate
killings and mass executions
— go on to this day. But so
does the struggle for freedom
of the East Timorese people. It
is largely the support of coun-
tries like Canada that allows
Indonesia to maintain its
occupation.

East Timor Update is edited in
Toronto by the East Timor
Alert Network. Contact the
Network for more information:

National/West: PO Box 354,
Ladysmith BC, VOR 2EQ.

Toronto: PO Box 562, Stn. P,
Toronto, M5S 2T1.

Ottawa: 27 Third Ave., Ottawa
Ont., K18 2J5.

Eastern Ontario: 217 Glengarry
Rd., Kingston Ont., K7M 3J6.

Western Ontario: Dr Peter
Eglin, Wilfred Laurier Univer-
sity, Waterloo Ont., N2L 3C5.

East: 1592 Vernon St., Halifax
NS, B3H 3M7.

A delegation of Parliamentarians for
East Timor met United Nations Secretary
General Javiar Perez de Cuellaron March 25
to demand that the UN give the same con-
sideration to East Timor, invaded and an-
nexed by Indonesia in December 1975, as it
hastoKuwait, invaded and annexed by Iraq
in August 1990. “Recent events in the Gulf
show that firm action can be taken against
aggressors” a memo from Britains Lord
Avebury, leader of the delegation, said. “It
istobehoped thatthe principles established
at a high cost in human lives and destruc-
tion of the environment in Kuwait will be
applied equally to all other instances of the
kind, including particularly East Timor.”

Perez de Cuellar told the parliamen-
tarians that, in his view, East Timor had the
same rights to determine its own status as
Namibia or the Western Sahara. Namibia
became independent in 1990, while the UN
hopesto resolvethesituation of Morocccan-
occupied Western Sahara this year.

“He said the people of East Timor had
the same rights to self-determination that
those other peoples have, that East Timor is
just as important as those other struggles,”
said Australian parliamentarian Garrie
Gibson. Members of parliament from Aus-
tralia, Britain, the Netherlands, Japan and
Portugal were part of the delegation.

The meeting was “open and promis-
ing,” said Dutch MP Rob van Gijzel. Van
Giyzel said Perez de Cuellar wants to be
closely involved in a visit by Portuguese
MPs to their former Timor colony, sched-
uled for June, and that the UN will try to
bring about a ceasefire between Indonesian
troopsand pro-independence Fretilin guer-
rillas, at least for the duration of the visit.

The parliamentarians group called on
the UN to enforce Gerneral Assembly Reso-
lution 37/30 of 1982 and Security Council
Resolution 389 of April 1976, as well as
earlier calling on Ind: ia to

EC criticizes East Timor

human rights violations
The 12-country European Community in-
tervened on behalf of East Timor at the
United Nations Human Rights Commis-
sion hearings in February. The EC said it
was “gravely concerned atthe humanrights
situation prevailing in East Timor. Whilst
access to certain districts continues to be
prohibited, reports have reached us of ar-
rests of short or long duration, mistreat-
ment, torture and executions, whereas non-
respect for the right of peaceful assembly
and freedom of expression continues to be
inflicted on the inhabitants of East Timor by
thel ian forces.”

withdraw from East Timor and allow self-
determination and humanitarian aid to its
people. (Canada abstained on these resolu-
tions until 1980, but has voted against East
Timor ever since.) Negotiations under the
Secretary-General's auspices between In-
donesia and Portugal must be expanded to
includerepresentatives of the East Timorese
people themselves, the parliamentarians
said.

Erom BC address:
Erom Toronto address:
$10

Also:

(VHS, 32 mins)
Free East Timor!

loan only

East Timor Alert Network Resources

East Timor: A Chronology, by John Taylor
West Papua: The Gbliteration of a People, by Tapol

East Timor and Kuwait backgrounder (NEW) $1
Report on Torture in East Timor $1
FUNU: The Unfinished Saga of East Timor, by Jos Ramos-Horta

East Timor: Betrayed But Not Beaten, directed by Peter Monet

buttons $1
Other materials are also available.

$30
$15

Australian oil theft on
Despite a case launched by Portugal in the
World Court against its illegal division of
theoil riches of the Timor Gap with Indone-
sia, the government of Australiais pressing
ahead with oil exploration in the seabed
below the Gap. International law recognizes
the Timor Gapas part of theterritorial waters
of East Timor.

Although the case is now before the
court, Australian companies are being en-
couraged to start exploration. Prospective
bidders for contract areas should start seis-
mic surveys for oil immediately, said the
Australian Energy Minister, Mr Griffiths.

Indonesian group wants

E. Timor referendum

On January 14, on the eve of the Gulf war, a
new Committee Against War in the Gulf
made the first-ever public call in Indonesia
for a referendum on independence for East
Timor and Indonesian-occupied West

the East Timor people, the West Papuan
people, the South African people, the Cam-
bodian people, the Panamanian people, the
Northernlreland people, theFilipino people,
and so on. These peoples should be allowed

Land seizures protested

At least 150 people of Manatuto, a town on
the southern coast about 60 km from Dili,
werechased by Indonesiansoldiersbecause
of a two-day religious march organized by
the parish priest of nearby Hilimanu in June
1990. The march culminated in thelowering
of Indonesian flags from military posts. It
was called to protest the seizure of Hili-
manu-area lands, which are rich in marble
and sandlewood, by the wife and son-in-
law of Indonesian president Suharto, Ibn
Tien Suharto and Prabowo.

Suharto’s son-in-law Prabowo is the
commander of the Indonesian 328th Battal-
ion, which has executed many Timorese on
his orders. In August 1990, reports just out
say, Prabowo’s soldiers threw two grenades
into a group of Timorese farmworkers,
causing severalinjuries. Events like this one
contributeto what observorshave described
as a general atmosphere of terror in East
Timor.

13-year old tortured

In the Indonesian-occupied areas of East
Timor, especially Dili, teenagers and chil-
dren have been waging a campaign called
“Kapan Pulang,” Indonesian for “when are
you going home?” This campaign, in which
Indonesian settlers and soldiers are asked
“kapan pulang?” has been going on since
early 1990. Its aim is to let them know that
Timorese reject the Indonesian presence.
Inresponse, Inds i ldiers h

Papua. A theant; group
read, in part: “So that such a crisis as the
Gulf crisis, which in its essence stems from
and is a rejection of human rights, is now
repeated again, than other similar casesand
problems should also beresolved. Such cases
include: the case of the Palestinian people,

to beat and arrest children. One case is that
of José Ly, a 13-year old boy who was ac-
cused of using a telephone box to phone
people and ask them, “kapan pulang?” He
was arrested, tortured and held for four
days and nights. His family had to pay a
‘bribe of 20,000 rupiahs to get him out of jail.




12 » April 1991 « The ACTivist

o

SURVIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

for the rights of threatened tribal peoples

“Without the land, the people are nothing. Without the indigenous peoples, the land is nothing”

— Declaration of Indigenous Rights, 1987

“Any discussion about the tropical forests should begin by looking at the people who depend directly on
them for their livelihood ... The main focus of concern must be on the remaining tribal people for whom the
tropical forest has been their home for many generations ... These people are accomplished environmental
scientists, and for us to call them ‘primitive’ is both perverse and patronizing.”

We are a group of concerned people interested in
setting up a Canadian section of Survival In-
ternational, one of the foremost groups in the
world campaigning for the rights of indigenous
peoples, threatened with the destruction of their
way of life and their very existence.

Survival International has national sections in
Brazil, Britain, France, Italy, Spain, and the United
States, but no group in Canada is doing similar
work. We want to change that.

Why? Just a few of the reasons:

+ The Barabaig pastoralists of Tanzania have
been burned out of their homes, had their cattle
taken and been forbidden to pass through farmland
to get to water sites as a result of a government
push to turn their land into giant prairie-style
wheat farms. The push is being funded by the
Canadian International Development Agency.

+ The native peoples of West Papua (called Irian
Jaya by its Indonesian rulers) are being displaced

— HRH Prince Charles, 1990

from their homes by the largest transmigration
project in the world, with the aid of the Canadian
engineering company Lavalin.

+ The Jumma peoples of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts of Bangladesh have been invaded by gov-
ernment forces, causing mass evacuations, indis-
criminate attacks and massacres of tribal villag-
ers. Bangladesh is the single largest recipient of
Canadian development aid.

+ Canada’s native peoples, from the Haida of the
Pacific to the Innu of Nitassinan (Labrador) need
the international support that only a group like
Survival International can provide.

Are you interested in being a part of it? A Survival
planning committee has been set up in Toronto,
and will be holding a public organizing meeting on
Wednesday, May 1 (place to be announced). We
need your input, ideas, and donations.

Contact John Bacher, c/o ACT for Disarma-
ment, 736 Bathurst St., Toronto, M5S 2R4,
416-531-6154.
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A special supplement on women in the “movement”

When I was 17, I moved
from Small Town Nowhere to
join the full-time, all-volunteer
staff of a fledgling disarmament
organization that wanted to
make it to the Big Time. I owe
it to my tremendous typing
skills.

I was the only woman, in a
staff of 5 men.

Armageddon was imminent.
I wasn'’t likely to reach 25 be-
fore the End came. Everything
not focussed on that was a
waste of time, time that could
be better spent saving the
planet. How could I be so
selfish as to complain? I should
be grateful to serve such noble
individuals, working so hard in
such a noble cause. Maybe, one
day, I would be allowed to do

This tabloid was origi-
nally produced as a sup-
plement to the ACTivist
Vol. 7 #4. Opinions ex-
pressed here are not
necessarily those of the
ACTivist or of ACT for
Disarmament.

more than type and clean, if I
ever showed any abilities for
anything else. In the meantime,
the Director wanted his lunch

As the years went by, the joy
of working for something be-
yond the borders of my own
paltry existence ran into conflict
with the daily pain of typing
men’s letters, cooking men’s
meals, doing men'’s dishes, and
washing men’s socks. It was no
accident that I typed in the
kitchen

Despite the men’s best
efforts, feminism sneaked into
my life in the form of strong
women who were highly critical
of the behaviour and policies of
these men, and forced me into
an internal question of loyalties.
As I got older, I lost some of my
stupidity. I began to choose
myself.

In the summer of 1982, I
hitchhiked to the Michigan
Women'’s Music Festival. Sixty-
five hundred women, playing in
the woods, if not without scars,
at least struggling to heal their
own wounds.

I began to think about rape.

Dawn had just begun when
1 got back to the house in Ot-
tawa that served as the home
and headquarters for the peace
group and its men. I had picked
up a ride back with two women
who had been to the festival,
and I climbed the front porch
wrapped in a cocoon of emo-
tional ecstasy, safety and possi-
bility. The early rays of the sun
were just starting to touch the

street. I felt stronger for the risks
I had taken and the shit I had to

put up with to make the trip. I
actually felt good about myself
as 1 opened the front door of
the house.

Then 1 saw The Chair.

A simple kitchen chair, a
useful if not particularly decora-
tive object. My Chair. In front of
the typewriter. As benign as the
electric chair.

Despair crashed through my
cocoon. I could not enter the
house. I backed back onto the
porch, but it was tou late, the
safety was gone. In its place
was rage.

That rage stuck with me for
the next 5 months, until I freed

myself, and is with me still, as 1
remember. What angered me
most was the betrayal. It was
not what it should have been.
They were not who they told
me they were.

I should not have been so
naive.

1 never will be again.

Deb Ellis
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Goodbye Again!

On being a
“reasonable” feminist

By Kate Sandilands

1 consider myself to be a fairly calm sort of
person. Whenever possible, 1 prefer discussion over
brawling, empathy over verbal manoevering, con-
sensus over tyranny. I genuinely believe that other
people have something important to say, even if
their ideas differ considerably from my own. For the
most part, I am a very “reasonable” person.

But there are moments when “being reasonable”
is a weapon used against me. Actually, there is a
fairly consistent pattern to its invocation: “reason-
able” is what I am not, apparently, when I speak or
act as a feminist.

‘When I dare to suggest that a certain behaviour
might be considered sexist; when I point out that
there seem to be systemic patterns of misogyny in a
given structure or situation; when I put forward that
a feminist perspective on an issue may cast it in a
slightly different light — these are the moments
when I am called “unreasonable”, especiaily if 1
replace the tentative conditional verbs with “is” or
farel,

“Be reasonable,” men say when I transgress their
preferred political etiquette. “Be rational,” they say
when I refuse to agree with an otherwise “politically
correct” but profoundly sexist position on an issue.
“You are being unreasonable,” they insist when I
demand strong support for feminist issues, organiza-
tions, or projects.

“Unreasonableness,” along with its corollary,
“irrationality,” is seen as an affront to Western, liberal
notions of “humanity”. Citizens are supposed to
deliberate calmly to achieve a representative, egali-
tarian solution to any problem. Sidestepping, for the
moment, the fact that this model has not proven very
successful for women and other minorities so far, the

“Now remember, we don't
discuss sexual politics in front of company.”

invocation of “irrationality” is designed to suggest
tnat we haven't quite achieved this “liberal” (read:
white, heterosexual, Western, adult, male) vision of
what it means to be fully human. “Unreasona-
oleness” casts the speaker as “Other”, as opposite,
and as inferior.

Particularly for women, our “irrationality” sug-
gests that we have not yet emerged from the tyranny
of our biology: “hormones gone mad”; “that time of
the month”. Men, it appears (1o themselves, at least)
are free from such constraints: they can transcend
the body, the emotions, the dictatorship of the
unrestrained passions (note the contradiction: men’s
“passion” for the arts, for scholarly pursuits, or for
politics, is a different thing altogether, they say).

So if feminists trangress this shifting and elusive
boundary of “reasonableness,” it is seen as a resuit
of our sex. We are not supposed to be passionate
about issues that we think are important (although it
seems to be acceptable to exhibit such emotion over
issues that men find important). We are told that we

are hostile if we put forward alternative (and not
necessarily complimentary) definitions of reality, if
we choose to organize autonomously, if we demand,
rather than request, changes in process or policy.
Perhaps it's because men have relied on women
for so long, in the peace movement as elsewhere, to
be the nurturers, to soothe anger, to act as go-
betweens, that when we begin to act autonomously,
there’s nobody to mediate. Perhaps it’s because
white Western men have never really had to ques-
tion their own humanity that they feel so comfort-
able defining its parameters to exclude the “unrea-

sonableness” they see as characteristic of others.
Most likely, it's because “reason” itself is elusive (and
dependent on context) that those in power feel the
need to defend its boundaries so strongly, to invoke
its legacy so often, in defense of their own defini-
tions of what full humanity, and hence reason, are
all about.

And being a “reasonable” feminist means chal-
lenging that definition of white, adult, male human-
ity. After all, look at where that model of “reason”
has got us.
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The way we live now: from the inside out

By Maggie Helwig

“We are the women that men have warned us
about.”
Robin Morgan, “Goodbye to All That”

“The oppressors are indeed fucked up by being
masters (racism hurts whites, sexual stereotypes are
damaging to men), but those masters are not op-
pressed. Any master has the alternative of divesting
himself of sexism or racism; the oppressed have no
alternative ... In the long run, women’s liberation
will of course free men — but in the short run it's
going to cost men a lot of privilege, which no one
gives up willingly or easily. Sexism is not the fault of
women.”

Robin Morgan, “Goodbye to All That”

“Meeting after meeting, at some point I go to the
bathroom and vomit. I tell myself it's the stress of the
revolution.”

Robin Morgan, “The Demon Lover”

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before.

*A prominent male member of a social change
group sexually assaults a female member. Afraid of
damaging his credibility, she never tells anyone but
a few close women friends. ;

*A woman who raises problems with the
decision-making process in a group she is involved
with is told she has “a problem with men”.

*A woman who tries to raise, with the men she
is working with, questions of sexism within the
organization, is attacked for “hurting their feelings”.

In a close-knit political community, there is
one man who almost all the women have serious
problems with — he is unpredictable, possibly
violent, known to harass women, and many of them
fear both for the credibility of the group and for
themselves. The men respond simply that he “has a
good heart”.

e After a party attended by members of a peace
organization, a number of people stay overnight at
the host’s house. Two women are sexually assaulted
while they are asleep. Later, people who know the
man who did it will not tell them, so they are unable
to confront him with his behaviour.

< After a rally at which most of the speakers are
women, the media quotes almost exclusively men.
‘The ratio of men to women, when the media
chooses to profile the peace movement, is usually
about three to one. Several of the women who are
quoted with some frequency by the media are
criticized for this within their groups.

*Women who are personally involved with men
who they also work with find they are expected to
be fully accountable for the behaviour, and the
political positions, of these men.

*A woman points out that, in meetings, a few
verbally aggressive men are speaking far more often
and longer than anyone else, and that women in
particular are speaking hardly at all. She is told that
women are as free to speak as men “if they really
want to”, and that making space for those less
confident or experienced in verbal jousting would be
patronizing. However, when anyone (especially a
woman) speaks haltingly, emotionally or without
much verbal-intellectual sophistication, she is inter-
rupted or ignored.

*When women in a mixed group want to hold
an action that is to be for women only, it creates a
crisis in the group as men demand to know why
they are being “excluded”.

*At a spontaneously organized rally, two men
stand up on in front of the crowd and begin to
lecture. A woman points this out and suggests that

more women should be heard. The men respond,
“Well, we just stood up.” The group then breaks into
five small discussion groups, four of which are led
by men.

*A male member of a peace group wears a
button that says Stop Violence Against Women.
Other men in the group tell him the button is sexist
because it says “women”, not “people”. One of them
tells him that “as many men are raped by women as
women by men, it’s just that men don’t report it.”

*Two men and one woman who work together
politically are meeting socially. The men begin a
discussion of types of women who appeal to them.
The woman asks if they could not talk about this in
front of her, as it is making her uncomfortable. They
get angry, objecting that they were “not talking
about wome:

*Women working in mixed political groups
discover that they can get a positive response by
criticizing feminism. Already insecure about their
place in these groups, many choose to do so, even
though they may feel terrible inside.

*Women who are uncomfortable being touched
by men they do not know well must either explicitly
say so over and over, and always at the risk of being
attacked for “sexism”, or put up with hugging,
patting, stroking, etc. that they clearly do not wel-
come.

*A new member of a group regularly refers to
the women as “chicks”, “girls”, “broads”. Privately,
the other men admit that this is not acceptable, but
none of them will challenge him. When women
bring it up, it is treated as a joke.

*A woman who has considerable responsibility
in a political organization discovers that she is a
“threat” to men she works with, although other men
in the same position are not. When she is bullied,
intimidated, eriticized on minor points, spoken to
rudely and even abusively, she is expected to
understand how threatened the men feel, and not
complain or try to stop them. Or else her complaints
are not taken seriously — she is told this is not really
happening, or is not really a gender issue

st ahont nereanalin types ”

Isn't this supposed to be where it all started
twenty-five years ago?
Is the only new thing that if we criticize men as

men, we can be accused of sexism?

Are women encouraged to take on responsibility
just so they can be bullied into giving it up?

And why is it that “just treating everybody like
people” ends up meaning that everyone is supposed
to act like men? That we can now be respected by
The Movement as long as we are aggressive, verbal,
tough, undemonstrative — though this still means
that we will be seen as overbearing and pushy and
“undesirable” and probably lose both male and
female friends?

Think of all the ways we have had to twist
ourselves around to fit all these conflicting demands,
knowing that no matter what we are like we will
never be okay in your eyes.

How many meetings have any of us sat through
wanting to vomit? How many offices have we left to
throw up in the washroom while we worked? And
how often have we been able to admit this even to
other women?

Remember these things —

We have been brought up to seek male ap-
proval. We know, through long and hard experience,
that to be self-assertive, creative, questioning, will
lose us that male approval. We find it very hard not
to care about that.

We have suffered violence at the hands of men
— in childhood, at school, at work, in the peace
movement. Remember there is probably no woman
you know who has not been raped or abused,
assaulted or threatened. Even if we know that you,
an individual man, would never hurt us, the fear
cannot be dismissed.

We have not been taught to speak in public. We
have not been encouraged to engage in intellectual
sparring and think of it as fun. We have not been
educated with the care that you have, even if we
went to the same schools. We have not learned to
think in abstractions and verbal concepts.

We have learned to cry, but not to get angry.
We have later learned that when you get angry
people take you seriously, and when you cry the s
stop listening to what you are saying. We do not
take our own complaints seriously. Or if we do. v e
cannot convince you that when we cry, we are still
thinking rationally.

Try to understand our language for once. Try to
understand that an idea put in concrete, personal,
emotional terms is just as valid as when it is put in
abstract, intellectual terms. Realize too that those of
us who are verbal and intellectual and self-directed
have paid a heavy price for this. Don't expect us to
pay any more — don’t set us up in competition with
our sisters.

Listen to what we mean when we do not speak.
Understand what different ways of touching and not
touching mean to us. Do not dismiss what we are
saying when we cry. Realize why we are not com-
fortable being “in authority”, especially over other
women.

And realize that if we learn to speak your
language also, you have no right to attack us for
that.

Realize that you will lose some degree of privi-
lege by giving us back our power; just as white
people will lose some privilege when native people
are given back what is theirs, just as the rich will
have to give up some of their privilege if there is to
be a fair distribution of resources. And you know
what? You are just going to have to live with that.
Don’t take it out on us. We are only asking for
justice.

We cannot be expected to live this way much
longer.
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Amnesty: Women in the front line
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On March 8, International
Women’s

Day, 1991,

Amnesty

Interna-

tional is-

- sued a
,} report

- called
Women in
the Front
/o Line. It has
: been de-
scribed as

“the first

major

\ report on
women

victims of

human rights

violations”

(at least,

those that

fall within Amnesty’s man-

date, which is, as they admit,
strictly defined — to seek the
release of prisoners of con-
science, to work for prompt

and fair trials for political
prisoners, and to oppose
torture, executions and the
death penalty).

I'he report details human

rights abuses perpetrated largely
on women — for instance, rape
as a method of torture or a tool
for interrogation. In many coun-
tries, rape by male police or guards
is a routine part of arrest for
women, especially women
charged with political offenses.
They may also be raped in order
to extract “confessions”, like Maria
Juana Medina of El Salvador,
repeatedly raped in an attempt to
make her “admit” she had a con-
nection with the trade union
federation. In many societies
women are afraid to admit they
have been raped because of the
stigma that would come upon
them, so government agents can
commit rape with impunity,
knowing they will notbe charged.

The physical vulnerability of
pregnant women may also be
taken advantage of by police;
women in prison are often sepa-
rated from their newborn babies;
police may also arrest the chil-
dren of women they are target-
ting,

Women prisoners of con-
science may be arrested for many
of the same political activities as
men, but they may also be ar-
rested for trying to work for
women'’s rights, or for exercising

freedoms which men may be al-
lowed (to speak publicly, to write
for publication, to drive a car ...).
Nezha Al Bernoussi of Morocco is
in prison due largely to her work in
teaching illiterate women to read
and write; Dhabia Khemis Mehairi
of Abu Dhabi was arrested after
publishing an article on issues fac-
ing women in Arab cultures. Many
women are also arrested and de-
tained simply for being the moth-
ers, sisters, wives or partners of
men the authorities consider “un-
desirable”.

The report contains a series of
recommendations to “protect
women’s human rights”, many of
which are relevant in North Amer-
ica, as well as around the world.
They include:

Stop rape, sexual abuse and
other torture and ill-treatment by
government agents...

Female guards should be pres-
ent during the interrogation of
female detainees and prisoners, and
should be solely responsible for
carrying out any body searches ...
measures should be taken to pre-
vent the opportunity for rape and
sexual abuse, for example, by pro-
hibiting contacts between male
guards and female detainees and
prisoners without the presence of a
female guard... All female detainees
and prisoners should be given the
opportunity to have a medical
examination promptly after admis-
sion to the place of custody and
regularly thereafter. They should
also have the right to be examined
by a doctor of their choice. A medical
examination by a female doctor ...
should be provided immediately
for any female detainee or prisoner
who alleges she has been raped.

Stop persecution because of
family connections.

Any woman detained or impris-
oned solely because of her family
connections should be immediately
and unconditionally released. The
practice of torturing or ill-treating
women in order to bring pressure on
their relatives should not be tolerated
... The imprisonment of a2 mother and
child together must never be used to
inflict torture or ill-treatment on either
by causing physical or mental suffer-
ing. If a child is separated from its
mother in prison, she should be
immediately notified and continuously
kept informed of its whereabouts and
given reasonable access to the child.

sProvide adequate health care to
all detainees and prisoners.

Provide all necessary pre-natal
and post-natal care and treatment for
women detainees and prisoners and
their infants. Provide resourcess 1o
treat conditions exclusively or pri-
marily affecting women.

eRelease all prisoners of con-
science immediately and uncondi-
tionally.

Release all prisoners of conscience
.. detained or imprisoned because of
their sex, beliefs, ethnic origin, lan-
guage or religion, including those so
derained for their peaceful participa-
tion in the ... life of their society. No
woman should be detained or impris-
oned for peacefully attempting to
exercise basic rights and freedoms
enjoyed by men.

*Prevent human rights violations
against women who are members of
ethnic minorities.

Governments should recognize
the special vulnerability of women
who are members of ethnic minorities
and indigenous populations and take
urgent steps to protect them against
human rights violations.

Copies of the report are available
from Amnesty International, 322 1/2
Bloor St. W., Toronto, M5S 1W5.

If you need help: Numbers to call
*Assaulted Women's Hotline — — — — — — 929-9743
*Toronto Rape Crisis

Centre. - o st o s sl e 597-8808 (hotline)
*Women's Counselling and

Raferral Service = ot oy oo Do o 534-7501
*Nellie's Hostels forWomen__ _ _ 461-1084
*Women's Hassle Free

ollls o e L 922-0566
-Native Women's Resource

Cohtteci e e e S i ey 963-9963
«Anishnawbe Health — — — — — 360-0486
*Wimmin Prisoners Survival Box 770, Stn. P, Toronto
Network M5S 2Z1
=Sisteling Bropaln—=-—= L o o 366-0001
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By Winona LaDuke

Domestic violence is a disease. Amidst great con-
troversy, the Ontario Native Women’s Association
completed a study on Aboriginal family violence in
Ontario. The results were shocking and a call to action.
The report’s release became a subject of great contro-
versy and the object of attack by a number of Native
groups. The reality, however, is that the disease does
exist in the community, and these issues are being
grappled with in Native as well as non-Native commu-
nities. The Native community of Ontario is not alone.

The Ontario Native Women’s Association is a
group composed of a number of local Native women’s
associations. In 1980, they completed an exploratory
report on the status of Native women in the province.
The report concluded that over half of the families
interviewed were headed by single parent mothers.
They had a family of four and earnings of less than
$10,000 a year. In addition, over 50 per cent lived off
reserves in rural and urban communities. These find-
ings led the Ontario Native Women’s Association to
believe that family separation was a result of social
problems, possibly including family violence. As a
result, they decided to do a report on family violence.

The report came from a province-wide study which
'was completed in November 1989. The results of the
study revealed that “the depth of violence and the
serious deterioration of the embodiment of the Aborigi-
nal family over the years.” The study included the
following findings:

*One in every ten Canadian women has experi-
enced a form of abuse (ed. note: this figure is probably
00 low), while eight of every ten Aboriginal women
have been abused or assaulted or can expect to be
abused or assaulted.

*Children are also highly victimized at a rate of four
out of ten.

*The batterer was the husband in 84 per cent of the
cases.

»In 82 per cent of the cases, the woman leaves the
home; seldom does the batterer.

*There are nodistinguishable, culturally-appropri-
ate services in Ontario directed at the batterer, and only
a few Native-run crisis centres that exist for Native
women and their children.

The association also made a list of recommenda-
tions to address the problem, including: the provision
of resources for women (regardless of stats or resi-
dence), a network of healing lodges (reflecting Aborigi-
nal vision and treatment), a treatment program for male
batterers and othér recommendations.

Domestic violence and the Native community

A number of Native organizations were visibly
upset by the findings and the release of the study to the
press. The response ranged from a survey challenging
the validity of the report by the Native Canadian Centre,
to a number of outspoken leaders stating that the
statistics were exaggerated. Overall, Paul Capon, policy
analyst for the Native Women's Association said, “the
response has not been as enthusiastic as we would have
liked.” But, he added, “some organizations, such as the
Chiefs of Ontario, are now taking up the challenge to
address the nature of family violence.”

The overall criticism of the report seems to focus on
two major problems. One leading critic, Trish Fox
Roman, an Ojibwa who is the public relations represen-
tative of the Native Canadian Centre, says the survey
method was faulty, and the Ontario Native Women'’s
Association should have been more careful in releasing
the study to the mainstream media. Not only is the

* media non-Native, but it is sensationalist.

Trish Fox Roman also felt the survey did not reflect
the true situation for most Native women, including
herself. “You have to look at the intricacies, like who
asked the questions, who they asked, and also if the
Native women really knew the ramifications of their
answers, they might have answered differently.” She
felt the report was very damaging to the image of the
Native community, and the image in the mainstream
media (which was front page) placed a stigma on
Native people — as if most Native people are abusers...

In response, the Ontario Native Women’s Associa-
tion points out their methodology. The association
distributed 680 surveys (with 50 questions) on prov-
ince-wide basis (including to urban and reserve areas
in southeast and northwest Ontario). They got back 104
(or 15 per cent) of the surveys. Although this response
rate was low, the researchers found that the degree of
the response consistency (uniform patterns such as
more than 90 per cent affirmative reponses in some
inquiries), indicated that there was good reason to
believe the answers. In addition, they supplemented
their report with 167 contacts by telephone and other
interviews with social service workers, court and police
workers, band chiefs and councillors, elders, and
others who are involved with the issues. The study in-
cluded 45 per cent who live in reserves, 30 per cent who
live in urban centres, 17 per cent who live in rural
settings, and 8 per cent from isolated communities.
Over 62 per cent were from communities of less than
2,000 and over 50 per cent said they lived in commu-
nities where over 90 per cent of the population was
Aboriginal.

The association was not too pleased with the media
coverage either. Holly Hughes, communications officer
for the association, called the press “an unfortunate by-
product of a necessary process.” According to Hughes,
“these are real issues we have to deal with. They are far
too real and important to bury. It has to be dealt with,
and to be honest, the least of the worries (of the Native
women and families going through this violence) is the
image in the press.”

According to the Ontario Native Women’s Associa-
tion, their study indicates that the problem is bad, but
the same conditions exist in many other areas. The Na-
tive Women’s Association of Nova Scotia did a similar
survey and found that seven out of ten women had
been abused. A women’s group in London, Ontario did
a similar study (much more exhaustive, according to
Paul Capon of the ONWA) and found that seven out of
ten had been abused.

And, in an interview with Brenda Small, a Cree
from Northern Ontario currently researching national
data for the Ontario Ministry of Community and Social
Services, she indicates the same figure. Part of the
problem, Small notes, is that the definition of abuse is
broad, meaning that in this case, abuse could include
both ongoing physical assault, and a less frequent mix
of verbal/physical assault. Small, however, maintains
that the figure is probably accurate.

Shelly McIntyre, an Ojibwa from Grand Portage, of
the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center and a
leading researcher on issues of Native women in the US,

said the study “did not sound unreasonable, from what
we find here.” McIntyre reports that the national figure
on the abuse of women in the United States is one out
of four mainstream American non-Indian women will
be sexually assaulted by the time she is 18. The problem
is a national problem, not just a problem of the Native
community.

Mclntyre points to interviews with women coming
out of chemical treatment centres in the Minneapolis/
St. Paul area, and says that 100 per cent of these women
in the treatment centres are battered women. Conser-
vatively, she estimates that 80 per cent have been
sexually abused. In interviews, and participation in
multi-racial support groups in the Twin Cities, McIntyre
says that eight out of ten men the women encountered
were batterers. “That means,” according to Mclntyre,
“you have a pretty good chance that four out of five men
you work with or have relationships with may have a
history of abusing women.”

“To me,” Mclntyre continues, “the point is that we
have to look at how this violence gets into the intimate
sphere of relationships. And, instead of saying that co-
lonialism and racism are just problems of the larger
community, we need to understand how it affects us
and how we deal with it.”

Mclntyre points to the need for more research on
the problem, and to begin solving the problem. There
is no research on Native women, and only one occupa-
tional study in the US on sexual abuse of women,
according to Mclntyre. There is, of course, no national
work, and very little local work, on Native women. As
Mclntyre points out, “if there is no evidence, there is no
problem.”

Holly Hughes, of the Ontario Native Women’s
Association, echoes Mclntyre’s words: “This study was
something to back up what these women have been
saying all along.” Now, across Canada, there are
women’s associations and Native organizations taking
up the challenge. Hughes says that the response to the
report has been very encouraging. From British Colum-
bia to New Brunswick, people are looking at doing
similar studiess. As well, Native organizations like
Nishbawbe Aksi Nation and the Chiefs of Ontario are
now beginning to address the issue. And the province
is considering support for a Native Women's Healing
Centre in Thunder Bay.

Small also points out the need to look at the
problem in a larger context. She says, “the report does
not go far enough — it doesn’t talk about all the other
forms of violerice Native people are subjected to— not
only in the family, but by the government, companies,
the state, etc. We have survived all these forms of
violence.”

Small says the problem also needs to be addressed
outside the framework of “white feminist” or Anglo
thinking. In her opinion, “criminalization” of the bat-
terer is not the solution, but new wholistic treatment
programs need to be developed. In addition, she
specifically points to the need for treatment for men.

Essentially, Small says, “Right now, Indian men
have adopted the dominant/colonial view of women,
and are looking at Native women through that light.
‘When an assault is committed against the woman, right
now, she is forced to leave the community and go to a
shelter. The reality is that the man should be banished,
and not the woman.”

‘Whatever the solution, most people will agree that
there is a need for more discussion, and more commu-
nication to deal with the problem. The problem exists
in both the non-Native and Native community. Many
people will say that the problem is a consequence of
colonialism. The reality is, whether the figure is two
Native women out of 10 or eight out of 10, the figure
is too high . It is ugly, whether it is carried on the front
page of the Globe and Mail or in Wawatay News. It is
not easy to deal with and it is not popular. Family
violence and domestic abuse, however, are not tradi-
tional parts of indigenous culture. We need to reject
them and heal ourselves.

This article is reprinted with permission from Briar-
Dpatch, 2138 McIntyre St., Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P
2R7. Subscriptions to Briarpatch are $19/vear.



A woman at the Queen's Park Peace Camp

By Vannina Sztainbok

The Queen’s Park Peace Camp was set up
during the Gulf War not only as an act of opposition
to the war, but also as an attempt to create an anti-
authoritarian, non-violent, non-sexist, non-racist
community. Although no one expected Utopia, and
indeed there were many problems, I feel it's impor-
tant to tackle the problem of sexism within alterna-
tive communities. Unfortunately, and I share the
blame for this, the issue was not given extensive
discussion while the camp lasted. However, I didn’t
want to let that prevent me from making some
observations about the experience.

One of the realities of the camp was that there
were significantly less women than men (there were
also very few people of colour). I feel that at least
part of this could be attributed to the nature of the
camp. A woman who didn’t know anyone staying at
the camp wouldn’t have been as likely to stay
overnight as a man in the same position — and so
not get to know anybody — making it a Catch-22
situation. It might have helped to set up specific
measures such as designating women-only areas,
especially for sleeping. This was discussed but never
fully implemented. The camp did have an explicit
policy against any kind of harassment and campers
were to watch out for and intervene in such circum-
stances. However, it takes a more planned, con-
certed effort to make a community a comfortable,
safe place for women. As women, those of us who

were there could have established a more visible,
constant presence, thus encouraging other women to
join us by organizing ourselves as women at the
camp, i.e. by forming a2 women’s caucus.

There were several incidents of sexist behaviour,
usually verbal, from members of the camp. Such
people, I felt, didn’t need to be excluded outright
from the camp. On the contrary, these incidents
could be, and sometimes were, turned into educa-
tional opportunities.

However, there were some individuals who ex-
hibited consistently offensive, sexist behaviour. They
were repeatedly made aware that it was not ac-
ceptable. But I felt that their behaviour was
tolerated to the point of offending and excluding
women. It seemed that not hurting these men
was more important than not offending, and in
some cases driving away, women. The actions of
individuals do reflect back on the community,
and at a certain point the community has to answer
for the actions and attitudes with which it is willing
to live.

Another experience of the camp was that even
in this experiment in anti-authoritarianism, leader-
ship-like roles (dare ! say) did emerge, 2and more
often than not they were assumed by men. While
trying to create an alternative community, we are still
carrying around a lot of baggage from living in a
society which is predominantly hierarchical, violent,
sexist, racist. Men are encouraged to be loud,
outspoken and aggressive, while women are taught
to be quiet and have little confidence in themselves.
The result of growing up this way isn’t easily erased.

To counter it, it is not enough to proclaim our
organizations non-sexist. We must take steps in af-
firmative action, creating spaces for women’s full
participation. These are not steps to be taken by
men to help women, but something to be done by
the community as a whole for everyone’s good.It is a
process which requires a lot of thinking, a lot of
discussion, and a lot of work.

it .
Everyone who attends demonstra-
tions must have been handed a ilyer
about Mark Curtis sometime over the last
three years. His case is presented as an
example of police harassment of labour.
Ultimately, it may say as much about
sexism and the left.

Mark Curtis, a college-educated white
man, a member of the Socialist Workers
Party, is accused of sexually assaulting a
fifteen year old black woman, daughter
of civil rights workers. He was found in
the back bedroom of her house with his
pants down around his ankles, and both
the young woman and her brother testi-
fied that he had pushed his way into the
house and attacked the woman, who

was bleeding, dirt-stained, and naked
from the waist down. Her brother had
phoned 911, and whispered, “A man is
raping my sister,” (a call logged into the
police dispatcher’s computerat8:51 p.m.
A police car parked nearby arrived two
minutes later). The woman’s story has
never varied, whenever she has told it.
Nor has her brother’s story. Both are
supported by forensic evidence.

Mark Curtis’ story has changed in
accounts he has given at different times,
though the substance of it is that the
police pushed him into the house, pulled
down his pants and arrested him. In his
original version, he claimed that the
young woman herself flagged his car

Justice for Mark Curtis?

down and lured him to her house. Later,
he said that it was not her, but another
young woman, who disappeared after
he arrived at the house. He has not been
able to explain how the young woman
came to be naked and bleeding. He has
not been able to explain any of the other
evidence against him.

Itseems that there is only one reason
to believe that Mark Curtis is telling the
truth. He is a “politically correct” man.
And that is apparently aiso €ncegh iv
paint a young black woman who says
she has been raped as a liar.

A member of the Boston chapter of
the American Friends’ Service Commit-
tee says that he thinks Curtis was “framed
by the feminists.”

On the other hand, Charles Adams,
author of a book about the case, says,

of Father/Daughter Incest, has concluded
that “this society doesn’t prohibit rape, it
regulates it” ... The Mark Curtis case is
precisely about rape. It is about the
insidious and pernicious myths that work
to silence rape survivors and protect
their abusers ... It is about how easy it is
for a rapist and his friends to recruit allies
in their attack on a courageous young
woman who dared to speak out against
her abuser.”

The reality is, women don't lie
about men raping them. Black
women don't lie about white
men raping them.

It is possible that Mark Curtis is

“When yourgut reaction isto symp

with an accused rapist of a young girl
(and Black), then you have to investigate
not only the facts, but such a reaction.”

There is a long history of denial, of
claiming that “good” men, men on “our
side”— whether that means mayors and
doctors and priests, or union workers, or
indeed anarchists — do not rape. The
reality is that there is no group of men
that does not include rapists.

The reality is that women do not lie
about men raping them. Black women
do not lie about white men raping them.

“There is, of course, a long and
tragic history of rape survivors being
silenced by the criminal justice system
...” writes Fred Pelka in On the Issues,
Spring 1991. “Dr. Judith Herman, author

being p d by the police, although
it seems that his political activity before
his arrest was not as significant as his
defenders make out. It is quite possible
that he was, as he claims, beaten by
police while in custody — if this is true,
it is a thing that should not have hap-
pened and further proof of police vio-
lence. It is certain that imprisonment in
the prison system as it currently exists is
massively unlikely to reform or heal a
man who rapes, and that we need to
seek better solutions.

But we cannot let ourselves believe
that it is ever politically correct to think
that a woman is lying about being raped.
And we cannot let ourselves believe that
a man cannot be a rapist because he is
“one of us” — whoever the “us” may be.

Fires of Transformation

A documentary film
The story of VOICE, a theatre troupe of women survivors of violence
Premiere Screening, April 22 and 23
NFB Theatre, 150 John St., 7:30 & 9:30 p.m.
suggested donation $10
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Power as a political picnic

By Mary Bunch

1 start with frustration I WANT TO SCREAM! I want
people to be nice to each other or at least honest and
I'm so tired of hypocrisy I want to curl up and never
come out again. Tell me I'm dreaming tell me I've
imagined it tell me. Fuck no, stop telling me about
your theories and how politically correct you are and
how much work you've done for peace and how
many feminist books you've read. Show me you
mean it. Start by treating people with RESPECT. I
started wondering about respect. It turned into
thoughts of pwer of power and privilege, of the way
people crave power personal, political and it wipes
out that basic respect. But why? I wrote a dozen
beginnings on an examination of power.

1 am writing
about it all the time, at home.
1 write. Just like every year, the winter
peeling back like an old snakeskin, the grey

March sky, the blue March sky, suddenly, with sun-
shine. I sit on the steps in front of my house and think
about power. The first definition of power, in the
Concise Oxford Dictionary, is: ‘Ability to do or act,
vigour,energy.” Power is not painful to think about this
way. Laura sits with me for a while, and from the steps
we see something green under the leaves and garbage,
between the cemented drive and the fence. Laura and I
pull up the rubbish and free the green buds so they can
grow in the sunshine, like the other years. There is a
good feeling tha comes from doing this, and the joy
and contentment I feel are powerful. It's a power that is
not violent, or static, or dependent on domination or
subordination. Power that is fluid and creates a feeling
of strength or worth without taking anything away from
anyone else. Sitting in the sunshine in front of my
house, thinking about power,
1 celebrate this feeling.

Robin Morgan, on power,

150 long as women are being treated like
shit (read the articles) women are being

treated like shit. Profound. This is called

And power over, as differentiated from |
oy sh e

even | the pri et
 who mzke (heroic) public shows of denouncmg i
“The Demon Lover” p. 6

Thinking about the abuse of power we accept as normal is painful enough that it's difficult to say
anything [ begin to say. My emotions interfere. Sometimes change seems hopeless, it saddens me. Think
about the definition I've learned to believe in. Power.. AUTHORITY. UNDER ONE'S CONTROL. DELE-
GATING AUTHORITY. The family, the churches, the work ethic, hospitals, personal relationships be-
tween people in general, between women and men. All based on this strcuture of power over. It's mak-
ing me so angry I want to paint SMASH THE STATE on every wall in the city. It's one thing to hate the
power in politics but it keeps creeping into my personal life. I am mad mad mad. the Institution of Psy-
chiatry says so. Call such feelings madness.

It makes me even angrier to know that I am somehow invested in this notion of power. I was raised
in a society that demands a belief in the abuse of power as legitimate, unquestionable, necessary. It's so
subtle at times that I don't even notice it right away in my relationships and community. Other times it's
50 obvious and ugly. It always seems to be there. Because we live in a Patriarchy that worships this kind
of power. Because some people inherit power automatically, by being white or rich or male. Because if
someone's going to win with this kind of power someone else has to lose. And if you are not rich, or
white, or male, or the right combination of these, you have to struggle for it.

For what, though? For a mutated interpretation of a concept that does not result in anything, not even
any concrete real joy, just costs pain.

And thinking about what constitutes joy, creation, community, intimacy, beauty, movement.

We've been duped.

I think we have to get over thinking about power the way we do. Power itself isn't inherently a nasty
word. We've just made it that way.

It is certainly not
enough to point a finger
at the State and its insti-
tutions and demand they
divest from the absurd
attachment to the abu-
sive form of power. That
would make an ending.
It's no accident that in
writing about power I've
gotten stuck on a series
of openings, beginnings.
Got to start at the begin-
ning. We have to work
on getting over the
desire for patriarchal
power ourselves.

With hope, one day
I'll write an ending to
what I've started to say.
As it rests, here's to
getting started once
again.
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Sisterhood is powerful!

“That's an excellent suggestion, Ms. Winthrop.
We'll wait for one of the men here to make it.”

Books We Liked

Robin Morgan, Going Too Far, Vintage Books, 1978:
out of print, hard to find and includes some wacko stuff,
but also includes “Goodbye To All That”, the ground-
breaking essay on sexism and the New Left.

Robin Morgan, The Demon Lover, W.W. Norton and
Co, 1989: about violence, revolution, men, women,
terrorism .. challenging and powerful

Janet Silman, ed., h is h: Abc 1
‘Women Speak Out, Women's Press, 1987: Mohawk
women of the Tobique Reserve take on the band
council and the Indian Act in the late seventies.

Alice Walker, Meridian, Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich,
1976: a black woman's experiences in the civl rights

What is to be done? Ideas for groups

oIs any record kept of who speaks, and how
often, in meetings? Are quiet people encouraged to
speak? Is space left for people — especially women
— who do not speak in a verbally aggressive or ‘so-
phisticated’ way, or are just not used to speaking in
public?

*Who represents the group to the media, at
rallies, etc.? Care should be taken to rotate these
roles among the whole membership, and to make
sure that they are filled at least half the time by
women.

ls there an awareness that women may be
afraid to go home alone after events or meetings
which go on until late? Or do women have to make
the choice between going home alone at night,
paying themselves for a taxi, or simply not attending
the events?

*People in the group should recognize sexual
harassment, and be they prepared to intervene. Do
people know what date rape means?

*When women say they are offended, it means
they are offended. If a woman says she doesn't want
to be touched,it means she doesn't want to be
touched. Men should not question a woman's sense
of what is offensive to her as a woman, or her sense
of her personal space. Be sensitive also to discomfort
which women may not express verbally.

#Child care should be offered at meetings,
teach-ins, seminars; even rallies may require child

o, Hamilton; Margaret Fraser House;
Murray; and David Webster.

We are hoping to
produce a book on
the issues dealt
with in this sup-
plement. We are
seeking contribu-
tions

Contributors

DebElls
Winona LaDuke

Vannina Sztainbok

care. ;

«In communal living, and especially communal
sleeping, situations (peace walks, peace camps,
conferences, etc.), make sure women-only spaces
are available

1s social bonding in your group based on
rough-housing, play-fighting, community drinking in
bars, or similar activities which women are not
usually comfortable with? To be really a part of the
group, is it necessary to be “one of the guys™?

*Are women's issues discussed by the group, or
just by women among themselves? Do men become
personally offended or defensive when discussing
sexism?

oIf a man is behaving in a sexist way, who deals
with it? Will he be challenged by other men in the
group, or will it be left for the women to deal with?

ls your group open to the idea of women-only
actions, meetings, etc.?

*Can men in the group deal comfortably with
expressions of emotion other than anger?

Rebecca Barclay
Lisa DiNatale

Kate Sandilands

A BOOXK!

from women involved in political Contact
activism, especially women of Mary
colour, native women, lesbian Maggie

and bisexual women. Any thoughts or Liza

and opinions about women working  ¢/o ACT

in mixed-gender political groups 736 Bathurst
are welcome. MS5S 2R4

531-6154

and in discovering her own identity.

bell hooks, Yearning, Between the Lines, 1990: As the
subtitle says, “race, gender and cultural politics”. Very
academic at times, but full of brilliant insights.

ACT UP/NY Women and Aids Book Group, Women,
Aids & Activism, Between the Lines, 1990: Good wide-
ranging collection of essays.

Jane Meyerding, ed. We Are All Part of One Another:
A Barbara Reader, New Society Publishers,
1984: collected writings of a trailbreaking civil rights,
peace and lesbian rights activist.

Lynne Farrow, Feminism as Anarchism, 1986: pam-
phlet from BOA, reprinted by AANN Publishers, Box
915, Stn. F, Toronto, M4Y 2N9. Probably no longer
available. introduction to anarch ini

Shulamith Firestone, The Dialectic of Sex, Bantam,
1970:-dated but worth reading; early seventies radical
feminism.

James Miller, Democracy is in the Streets, Simon &
Schuster, 1987: some interesting material on women in
the early SDS (Students for a Democratic Society,
founded 1962).

Sara Evans, Personal Politics, Vintage Books, 1980:
how the women’s movement of the sixties emerged
from experiences of sexism in the civil rights movement
and the New Left.

Jane Alpert, Growing Up Underground, William Mor-
row and Co., 1981: Another ex-Weatherwoman turned
feminist.

Pam McAllister, ed., Reweaving the Web of Life, New
Society Publishers, 1982: a collection of essays on
women and non-violent activism.

Barbara Harford and Sarah Hopkins, eds, Greenham
Common: Women at the Wire, The Women’s Press,
1984: the history of the first and longest-lived all-
women peace camp.

Lynne Jones, ed., Keeping the Peace, The Women's
Press, 1983: women'’s peace activism around the world.




