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Special Emergency Issue
If you signed the Peace in the Middle East
petition, you are receiving this special|
issue of the ACTIVIST. If you want tol
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subscribe, please send $5 to|
ACT for Disarmament]
736 Bathurst St., Toronto
M5S 2R4|

Newspaper of the ACT for Disarmament Coalition * Volume 7, Issue 1+ Pay what you can

.. WAR BREAKS OUT

Toronto, January 19,2:30 a.m.EST (9:30 Jan 16, 6:30 p.m.
a.m., Baghdad) EST (2:30 a.m.
“The liberation of Kuwait has begun.” Iraq)
—George Bush US launches first
“The President is at peace with him attack
self.” Jan 17,8 a.m.
—White House spokesman EST (4 a.m. Iraq)
Marlin Fitzwater Second major US
“Iam the masculine American man — attack
1 kill, therefore I am.” Jan 17,7 p.m.
—Phil Ochs EST (3 a.m. Iraq)
Iragi missiles hit
As I am writing this, Iraq and Kuwait Tel Aviv and Haifa
have been under non-stop heavy bombing Jan 19, 12:30 a.m.
from US, British, Italian, French, Saudi and (7:30 a.m. Iraq)

* Kuwaiti planes for over 50 hours. The US- Iragi missiles hit
led troops (Canada, Britainand France have Tel Aviv again
officially turned their command over to the o S:minuons
US) have used attack jets, fighter-bombers, 5 mbing of Iraq
Tomahawk cruise missiles and B-52s, L Apstian Sea and Kuwait

among others, to drop on Iraq and Kuwait
loads of explosives totaling more than the

nothing but taped music.
The is in the media has beenon

powerof the Hiroshi dNasaaikibicinbs
combined. The planes continue to fly about
2,000 sorties a day, shmnn\&- ‘more and-
‘more missiles into Baghdad and elsewhere.
And suddcn idenly the Lhc mdlo bmadcasxs

Thursday, January 24

Prayer vigil for peace, Moss Park Armoury (Queen
and Jarvis), 5-6 p.m.

*ACT meeting, 736 Bathurst, 7 p.m.

Rally in St. Catherines

Saturday, January 26

*Rally at City Hall, noon

Organized by the Coalition for Troops Out of the
Gulf

*March on Washington, DC

Sunday, January 27
*Youth Peace Conference, Washington

Tuesday, January 29

+National School Strike

*Teach-In on the Middle East and on political organ-
izing, 519 Church St., 1-5 p.m.

Call 531-6154 for details

Thursday, January 31
<Prayer vigil, Moss Park Armoury, 5-6 p.m.
Rally in St. Catherines

Saturday, February 2
«Rally for Peace in the Middle East, organized by
ACT Toronto, City Hall, 1 p.m.

———————————————————-—————-————-———1

the “efficiency”, the
__massive assault, Indec‘d&we are
that this attack is so efficient it is hitting geu
cnly mllnary mrgers How i u could be pos-
= ——

” of this
ing told

CalendarofEvents

Tuesday, February 5

Discernment Session for Christian peace activ-
ists considering civil disobedience, Regis Col-
lege, 5:30 p.m. Call 604-3163 or 454-0709

Thursday, February 7

+Prayerful preparation for Christian Action for
Peace, Regis College, 5:30 p.m. Call as above.
*Prayer vigil, Moss Park Armoury, 5-6 p.m.
*Rally in St. Catherines

Friday, February 8
«Christian Action for Peace, 4 p.m. Call as above

Saturday, February 9
ACT Oakville rally, 2 p.m., Centennial Public
Library, Navy St. and Lakeshore, Oakville

Thursday, February 14

<National general strike?(in planning stage)
Prayer vigil, Moss Park Armoury, 5-6 p.m.
*Rally in St. Catherine's

Events continue to be organized on an ad hoc
basis, often on short notice. Call 531-6154 for
up-to-date details on events around the city. We
also hope there will be a demonstration at the
Iragi Embassy in Ottawa.

Kuwaiti casualties in the media at all.

There is a complete blackout on com-
munication from Baghdad, and radio sig-
nals are jammed. Amnesty International
and the International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War say that they
have notbeen able tomake even an estimate
of deaths so far.

Both sides have played down the
number of casualties to an extreme. But
Kurds in northern Iraq have reported bomb-
ing of civilian sites there, and hundreds of
deaths. The Kurds, it should be noted, are
hostile to Saddam Hussein, who has used
poison gasagainst them, and have noreason
to exaggerate deaths from US bombing.
The total casualties through Iraq and Ku-
‘wait must number in at least the thousands.

Let us remember what this means. It is
not just a number. It is hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths, and probably in large part

sible to bomb nothing but military targets  deaths of civilians, for that is the nature of
forovenwom@zdays has never been  an air raid. Deaths of women and children
i that there are  and old people and young people. Many,

eator in ex%losmn nange of these tar-_ manﬁ more must be injured, and medical

fact, becn vmual]y no mcnuon of Iraqn or
e

But the news is all of military ham—
ware.
1 Last night, and again tonight, Iraq
1 launched SCUD missiles against Israel,
1 apparently deliberately aiming at civilian
targets. At this moment, we are waiting to
: hear if Israel will retaliate: If they do, it
i
1
1
1

the US:

and tumn the region into a free-for-all battle

which would be uncontrollable.
At the time of the attack, 85 people
I were in a peace camp on the Iragi-Saudi
]  border. 20 people associated with the camp
] werein Baghdad, and a few on the road in
] Dbetween. ‘The camp is a multinational, non-
1 aligned, non-violent peace presence, Op-
posed to all acts of aggression in the region,
set up to witness for peace between the
1 armies. Since January 15, there has been no
contact with anyone in the camp (including
one Canadian, aQuaker woman from B.C.).

* 1 Itis suspected, however, that there has not

| been much military activity in thatarea. The
peace campers, on January 15, announced
| that they wished to stay in the camp even if
j war broke out, and we assume they have
done so.
i It appears that Canadian forces will be
taking an offensiverole, with Canadian CF-
1 18s escorting American bombers. The vote
1 in the House of Commons that was sup-
posed to precede Canadian involvement in
military action never took place. It seems
I now that Mulroney may simply recess Par-
| liament and turn decision-making power
] overto the War Cabinet.

i But it cannot, it can never, be said that
the Canadian people have sat back and let
1 continued on page 2
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No winners in the end game

There can be no winners now, and no one in the right
— as Iraq is subjected to an unending bombardment that
amonnts to aerial genocide, as Kuwait is “liberated” by
being destroyed, as SCUDs target Israeli civilians and we
wait to see if the whole Middle East will be levelled, or only
half of it.

Meanwhile George Bush is in the White House, “at
peace with himself”, and Saddam Hussein is reported safe
and well. And the innocents simply die. The war games of
two evil men, playing within an evil system, have turned
into an end game we can hardly imagine.

Is it worth that much to the US to maintain their
military economy and their police role in the world after the
Cold War, to establish themselves in the Middle East? Is it
worth every life inIraq? Is it worth every life in the Middle
East for Saddam jusl to save face, was it worth the torture
of Kuwaitis to fry toimp ional financial lev-
erage?

ACTIVIST Editorial

Perhaps there is a temptation, as the bombs keep
falling, to see Iraq as a victim only — and certainly the
statements of Western leaders that Iraq’sresponse last night
was “unprovoked” are vile. But it was Saddam Hussein,
100, who chose to sacrifice vast numbers of Iragis and
Kuwaitis rather than make any moves towards compromise
or negotiation; Hussein, of course, who invaded Kuwait in
the first place, whoreally did perpetuate the atrocities there
which Bush advances as an excuse for not continuing
sanctions. It was Saddam Hussein who sent missiles against
Israel, a non-combatant, and aimed them at civilian targets.
Making excuses for one act of war is the first step towards
making excuses for them all.

They are all killing the children.

Itisableak and terrifying landscape in front of us now.
But we cannotafford the luxury of losing hope. We mustact
now, in every way we can, to demand a ceasefire, to try to
make sure the killing does not go on any longer than it has
already. We must insist that negotiation is still possible, that
itis not necessary to respond to these acts of violence with
even more. violence. We must not allow this conflict to
escalate further.

Most of all, we must work for the truth. The truth that
the vast majority of the people of the world are against this
war. The truth that non-violent solutions were always
available, and a few “leaders” chose to sabotage them. The
truth that this war is not just about military hardware, but the
deaths of couml&ss good and ordinary people. The truth that
actsof that war ismurder, that
governments lie and lie and lie.

‘They will be lying to us a lot in the next weeks and
months. Part of the job of the ACTIVIST now is to make
sure they don’t get away with their lies.$

Next Issue: Life During Wartime
While the Gulf War continues, we
cannot forget other wars being
waged around the world — in Lithu-
ania, where once again Soviet tanks
have rolled over peaceful people
demanding self-determination; in
East Timor, where students and
others continue their brave resis-
tance to the Indonesian occupation;
in Canada, where the native people
are subjected to cultural genocide,
driven from their lands by our gov-
ernment and military, and perhaps.
soon attacked with tanks by the
police. The February issue of the
ACTIVIST will cover some of these
wars, as well as continuing cover-

age of the Gulf.

Gulf War

continued from page 1

this happen. Protests had increased in size and strength
through January. On January 8, twenty-five to thirty people
blockaded the US Consulate in Toronto for several hours —
one arrest was made. On January 12, an intemational day of
protest brought out 5,000 people in Toronto, one of the
largest peace marches in Toronto history.

As the January 15 deadline ran out, the entire range of
protests and responses took place around the world. In
Toronto, the US Consulate’s fax machine was faxed peace
petitions non-stop for four hours; more petitions were left
when they turned off their fax machine for the night.
Canadian Women’s Action occupied the office of Conser-
vative MP John Bosley. A die-in and rally at the US
Consulate, organized by Troops Out Now!, moved to the
Toronto Stock Exchange, which was occupwd by hundmds
of for half an hour. Thi
onto Conservative Party Headquarters, where they blocked

St. until two i f Voice of Women
(who had been picketing the building meanwhile) were
ailowed inside to deliver paper cnmes a symbol of peace.
Papercranes ddam Hussein. Students
walked out of the Etobicoke School of the Arts and Contact
Alternative School, and some teachers at York University
cancelled classes. That night, thousands gathered at the US
Consulate, then marched through the city, stopping traffic
on Yonge Street up to Bloor, and Bloor across to Avenue
Road, despite attempts by the police to halt the march.

People returned to the US Consulate as soon as reports.
of the American-led attack were heard, and blocked traffic
on University Avenue. The next day, January 17, the

The Canadian Role

Canadian companies supply arms and arms compo-
nents to virtually all Middle Eastern countries — some-
times directly, more often by selling arms components to
middleman countries. Middle East sales since 1984
include:

Egypt

Components of F-16s, howitzers, tanks and surface-to-air
missiles via the US; Pratt & Whitney engines for military
training aircraft via Brazil.

Iran

Pratt & Whitney engines for military training aircraft,
supplied via Switzerland. These training aircraft can
easily be converted into attack planes. In 1986, Pratt &
‘Whitney were selling helicopter engine parts to Iran
supposedly for civilian use only. These were identical to
military engine components and were in fact used in
military helicopters.

Iraq

Pratt & Whitney engines for military training aircraft via
Brazil. These training aircraft were, according to Am-
nesty International, converted to attack planes and used
to bombard Kurdish villages with chemical weapons in
1987. If chemical weapons are used, these same planes
could be,involved. We have also sold Pratt & Whitney
engines for attack helicopters, via Italy.

Isracl

Engines used in Aravas military aircraft; Pratt & Whit-
ney engines for military helicopters and aircraft (often
exported from Israel to countries like El Salvador and
Honduras). Canada is suspected of having supplied
uranium which made it possible for Israel to develop
nuclear weapons, (Source: Middle East Research and
Information Project)

C of heli tanks, h and anti-
tank missiles via the US.

Kuwait
Components of tanks and personnel carriers via the US.

Saudi Arabia

Components of F-15s, howitzers, tanks, anti-tank
‘missiles and military aircraft via the US; components of
Tornado fighter jets via Britain. General Motors is now
in the process of selling over 1,000 armoured vehicles to
Saudi Arabia via the US.

United Arab Emirates

Components of anti-tank missiles and surface-to-air
missiles via the US; castings for attack helicopters via
Italy

Main sources: Project Ploughshares, MERIP

Human Rights Watch

Massive human rights violations by the Iraqi occupa-
tion forces in Kuwait have been documented by Amnesty
it ina ilable from Amnesty, 322 Bloor

recruiting centre in North York was by Tmops
OutNow!, with thirty peop!

office and handing our leaflets, and again a rally of thou-
sands gathered at the Consulate, blocking University for the
third day running.

’l'here have also been occupations and blockades of

i centres in P and Kingston, asit-inat
a local MPs office and a high school students' rally in St
Catherine's, almost daily protests at Parliament Hill, and
continuous activity across the country — and, of course,
internationally.

So far only three arrests have been made in anti-war
protests across Canada, perhaps a sign of the level of public
support for the protestors.

The sustained, spontaneous, large-scale actions, and
the favourable public response, make it very clear that the
majority of Canadians are opposed to the war; that the
government is no longer making even a pretense of repre-
senting the people. It remains to be seen how long they can
continue to make this war in the face of public protest.
Someone has to stop this war. It is only all of us who
can.8 j

/i

St. W., Toronto. Thousands of people have been arbitrarily
arrested, several hundred have “disappeared”, and hun-
dreds more, including children, have been executed. There
are widespread and documented reports of torture, and as of
December about 300,000 Kuwaitis had fled the country.
in Saudi Arabia, flegal Yemeni
residents were arrested, held incommunicado, and tortured
after the Yemeni government opposed the US military
presence. About 800,000 Yemenis have fled Saudi Arabia.

The unending and massive bombardment of Iraq and
Kuwait is itself, of course, a terrible violation of human
rights. The number of refugees created by the attack can
barely be imagined at this point, but will probably run well
into the millions. Even before the attack, almost a million
refugees had arrived in Jordan, and resources were already
stretched. 10,000 refugees came to Jordan December 18,
but now are mostly going to Iran, where 100,000 are
expected to arrive by tonight (Saturday, Jan. 19)

In Britain, 75 legal Iraqi residents were served with
expulsion orders; on January 16, 28 of them were arrested
in order to be deported to Iraq. Whether the massive air
strikes beginning later that same day have caused any
change in plans is not known. Troops are now patrolling
London’s Heathrow airport, while tanks encircle the pe-
rimeter. And three Iraqis, all embassy staff, were ordered to
leave Canada just after the attack began.§
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ACT NOW!

1. Join rallies, civil disobedience actions, and other
events taking place regularly. See calendar, page 1, or
call 531-6154 for information.

2. Phone or fax Bagbeni Adeito Nzengeya, head of the
'UN Security Council (phone 212-754-1966; fax 212-
754-1970) and demand that the UN impose an immediate
ceasefire.

3. Send faxes, and make phone calls, of protest to:
Brian Mulroney (phone 613-992-4211; fax 613-995-
0101)

Joe Clark, External Affairs (phone 613-995-1851; fax
613-992—6474)

Bill McKnight, Defense Minister (phone 613-996-4450;
fax 613-993-6587)

US Defense Attaché (phone 613-238-8968)

US Consulate (phone 416-595-1700; fax 416-595-0051)
Tragi Embassy (phone 613-236-9177; fax 613-567-1101)
Demand an immediate ceasefire, the wil of
multinational troops from the Gulf and Iragi troops from
Kuwait, and information on the status of the Gulf Peace
Camp.

4, Circulate the Peace in the Middle East petition (page
4). Signatures collected are being used in regular fax
blockades of the US and Iraqi Embassies.

5. Encourage anyone you know involved in the military
to refuse to serve in the Gulf or provide support for the
war effort there. Support those who choose to resist
military service. For more information, call 531-6154.
Write to soldiers in the Gulf, and tell them that we
support them, but we do not support the decision to send
them to die in a senseless war. Explain that we believe
we can best support the soldiers by ending the war and
bringing them home.

Letters can be sent to Canadian Sailors, HMCS Terra
Nova, Protecteur or Athabaska, CFPO 5071, FMO
Halifax, NS, B3K 2X0 or Canadian Army/Air Force,
CFPO 5004, Belleville, Ont., KOK 3R0.

6. Boycott Canadian companies involved in arms sales to
the Middle East, eg, General Motors, Bata, CAE Elec-
tronics, Magna Electronics, Canadian Marconi, Canadair.

7. Join a Peace Camp to be set up soon in Toronto (531-
6154).

8. Think about energy conservation; it was partly a
“need” to protect oil supplies that got us involved in the
Gulf war. For information contact Energy Probe, 978-
7014.

9. Educate yourself about the background to the current
conflict. Attend the teach-in at 519 Church St., Jan. 29,
1-5 p.m. Order ACT’s information kit on the Gulf crisis
(85, from ACT Toronto). Read Middle East Report, an
excellent periodical available from the Middle East
Research and Information Project, Suite 119, 11500
Ave NW, i DC 20005 (202-

223-3677).

Be aware that this conflict has deep and complex roots.
Consider supporting the self-determination struggles of
other peoples of the Middle East, especially Palestinians
and Kurds.

Remember that the news is now subjected to military
censorship and may not be full or accurate. Be aware too
that anti-Arab racism will begin to spread. Examine your
own attitudes to Arab people; be wary of believing in
the “terrorist threat” too readily.

10. Make a financial contribution to ACT’s continuing
anti-war campaign. Peace is far less costly than war, but
we do have expenses. Donate directly to ACT for
Disarmament, 736 Bathurst St., Toronto, M5S 2R4.

The Parkdale Green Constituency Association supports
ACT’s work and has a policy of turning all tax credit do-
nations earmarked “peace” directly and entirely to ACT.
As a political party; they can issue tax receipts, which are
good for a 75% rebate on the first $200. This does not
tie ACT or you to the Green Party in any way. Make-
cheques out to the Parkdale Green Constituency Asso-
ciation and earmark them “peace”; mail ¢/o 736 Bathurst
St., Toronto, M5S 2R4.

Toronto M5S 2R4

ACT Chapters and Contacts

Gulf Peaee Team

Canadian Office:
ACT Toronto ACT Vancouver c/o ACT, 736 Bathurst St.
736 Bathurst St. (604) 731-2663 Toronto, Ontarlo M5S 2R4

fax (416) 531-8019, phone (416) 531-6154
or 531-4969

(416) 531-6154
(416) 531-8019 (fax)

Hamilton Contact
Michael Polanyi
(416) 546-1589

ACT Oakville
PO Box 7378 Peterborough Contact
Oakville, Ont. Ruth Gayle
L6J 6J6 (705) 741-4848
842-8967 -0813
pch ACT Orillia
ACT Niagara PO Box 611
(416) 934-6233 Orillia, Ont.
L3V 6K5
Troops Out Now!
c/o ACT Toronto ACT Brantford
(519) 756-2757
- Subscriptions are $5 per year,
$25 for institutions. Pub-
lisher: ACT for Disarma-
THE ACTIVIST ment, 736 Bathurst St.,
Volume 7, Issue 1 Toronto, M5S 2R4. Opinions
January 1991 expressed in this paper are
2nd class mailing not necessarily those of ACT
registration #6769 for Disarmament.

The 120 Peace Camp volunteers, representing 21 nations,
on the Iragi-Saudi border
DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE

CEASEFIRE

AND A RETURN TO NEGOTIATIONS NOW!

The Gulf Peace Team is an international non-aligned team working for
peace and opposing any form of armed aggression, past, present, or
future, by any party in the Gulf.

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation of:
—$200 — $100 —$50 — $25 — Other

Make cheque payableto:

Canadian Friends’ Service Committee
Send or deliver to GulfPeace Team
¢/oACT,736BathurstSt..

Toronto, Ontario M5S 2R4
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Peace 1in the Middle East!

Petition to Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, American President George Bush and Iraqi President Saddam Hussein.

We, the undersigned, call for:

o A peaceful settlement of the Gulf conflict in line with the principle of non-intervention, and support for the self-determination of all
the peoples of the Middle East, particularly Kuwaitis, Palestinians and Kurds.

¢ An immediate withdrawal of Canadian and all other foreign troops, and an end to the US-led military intervention.

® An end to all arms sales to the Middle East, and establishment of a Middle Eastern nuclear- and chemical weapons free zone as a step
towards building peace in the region.

» Economic sanctions and non-violent action to encourage Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, including a boycott of Iraqi oil but not a
blockade on food and medical supplies.

» Policies to reduce dependence on oil in favour of conservation and alternative non-nuclear energy sources.

NAME ADDRESS AND POSTAL CODE PHONE

| CRITICALRESPONSE!
|

| We are working to end this war, but we need your help!

[We are organizing demonstrations and direct actions. We have an up-to-the-minute calendar of events in our office for anyone who calls. We will be |
kending representatives to the March on Washington and to the Youth Peace Conference in Washington, and we are holding a teach-in on January 291
Iko coincide with the national School Strike.

We are trying to respond to the military censorship of information by upgrading the ACTIVIST to a monthly newsletter, and trying to getit to a
Parger readership. At the same time, we are increasing our networking nationally and internationally to overcome the barriers set up by censorship.

Put we can't do this without funds. Because we accept no government or corporate grants, you are all we have to rely on. Please donate generously to,
lACT for Disarmament, 736 Bathurst St., Toronto, M5S 2R4. (See page 3 for information on how you can take advantage of a tax credit)

F amsending___ $10___ $20___$50 ____ tosupport ACT's work against the Gulf war.
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