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pay what you can

Cruising

By David Webster

So, it finally happened. Ronald
Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev
signed an agreement to eliminate all
medium range missiles in Europe.

After the December 7 signing of
the agreement many Canadian
peace activists began celebrating.
Champagne corks were popped and
the media was told “this is what
we've been working for all these
years.”

But what was really done when
the superpower leaders met for
drinks and public relations in Wash-
ington?

True, the cruise and Pershing 2
intermediate-range missiles are to
be removed from Europe. True, this
isthe firstarms reduction agreement
ever signed by the United States and
the Soviet Union (previous agree-
ments have always placed limits on
the number of nuclear weapons al-
lowed to each side). But the reality
is far different from the glowing re-
ports we've all read.

What’s been eliminated isaclass
of missiles (3% of the world’s nu-
ar arsen al.

s) Wh]Ch atiracted mas.

sive public opp
Europe. The Eumm1ssdes in Wes!
Germany, Britain, Italy, and Bel-
gium will go. So will their counter-
part $§-20s in East Germany and
Czechoslovakia. However, these
land-based missiles are to be re-
placed by sea and air-launched mis-
siles. One Trident 2 submarine can
house all the cruise missiles to be
removed from Western Europe.
And it’s not just submarines.
Air-launched missiles, especially
air-launched cruise missiles, will
also be used by NATO to get around

must have had his
ﬁngers crossed when he praised
arms control.

The arms race is being shifted to
Iess visible areas, notreversed intoa
‘peacerace’. The superpowers hope
that peace protests will stop, as has
happened after previous arms trea-
ties. You can’t have a Greenham
Common peace camp at a subma-
rine.

The Reagan-Gorbachev arms
agreement could be made a positive
first step towards a nuclear-free
world. 1t’s shown that both the

the arms As always,
Canada is an enthusiastic partner.
‘We’ll continue to allow the testing
of the cruise missile under a new
agreement with the US Air Force,
with ever more sophisticated types
of cruise missiles flying over our
North. The original rationale for
cruise testing, the presence of Soviet
$8-20 missiles in Eastern Europe
was always a little thin. Now that
rationale is gone, but the tests will
continue.

As to reasons, our government
can only ke,e‘p repeating “NATO

commitment” like.2 broken £eCOmt s

are to pub-
hc pressum at the grassroots level.

The danger is that the peace move-
ment and the public will see it as
enough and think that peace is on its
way. It’s not,-and we have.to in-
crease our efforts, not let them die
off. We have to stop the cruise, and
work againstarmsracesatsea, inthe

through the Summit

air, or in space. We have to keep up
the pressure on the military blocs
whichareat the heart of the problem,
by getting Canada out of NATO and
supporting independent peace ini-
tiatives in East bloc countries. The
arms agreement is the beginning of a
critical period, and it makes this
winter’s campaigns against cruise
testing and the April 23 sixth annual
spring protest for peace more impor-

Free Trade: Canada at the Cross-

roads

By Dr. John Bacher

The past issues that have faced
the Canadian peace movement —
the nuclear tipping of Bomarc mis-
siles, cruise testing, low-level
flights and Star Wars — all pale in
comparison with the proposed Free
Trade agreement between Canada
and the United SLates If approved,
the i un-

armsrace, this should not blind us to
the importance our national inde-
pendence has played for world
peace. Canadian governments have
refused to be lured into desperate
moves by American governments to
sustain long wars against other
countries. We rejected mad
schemes to return the unpopular

Producing for the needs of a distinc-
tive Canadian society will be forgot-
ten as will massive industries such
as'wine, clothing and textiles. If all
our future markets are to be conti-
nental, great pressures will be
brought to create the same merging
ofdefence and foreign policy. Soon,
Canadians will be dying in the
American

Chinese 1 to power by
boycotting wheat sales to China.
Canada has traded with Cuba ever
since its revolution. Along with
almost gvery other nation, Canada
such flagrant viola-

leashed by Free Trade will create
enormous pressures for full annexa-
tion o the United States. This would
bring about the sorry sight of former
Canadians dying to support such
aggressive U.S. actions as the inva-
sion of Grenada, the bombing of

Libya or intervention in Lebanon.
Although the Canadian peace
movement has rightly criticized
policies of our government which
global and the

uons of international law as aid to
the Nicaraguan contras.

Under Free Trade, continentalist
assumptions will dictate the erosion
of any concept of a Canadian na-
tional interest which so far has di
tanced us from disastrous U.S. mili-
tary adventures.

As even its supporters admit, the
rationale behind Free Trade is a
supposed Valhalla to be found in

"Come on, Brian - let's not get involved!"

10 a fabled U.S. market. ©

wars.

Free Traders should ook at one

are geared primarily to civilian uses.
We have been spared the pain of
peacetime conscription. Shouldn’t
a distinct Canada be preserved?
Itis important for peace activists
to understand the close connection
between the militarization of Can-
adaposed in the new White Paper on
Defence and the integration of Can-
ada into the United States posed by
Free Trade. The White Paper will
ensure that Canadians pay the same

burden of defence expenditures as
that faced by Americans, who lack a
health insurance system while
spending millions on the pursuit of
lunatic Star Wars schemes. Perhaps
that is Canada’s contribution to a
level playing field: leveliing all
obstacles to the schemes of the U.S.
military-industrial complex.

Next issue: the Defence White
Paper

area where Free Trade already ex-
ists, defence production. Under the
Defence Production Sharing Agree-
ment, a situation exists where the
Canadian military has to buy the
same dollar value in arms that we
exportto the United States. In 1964,
the Voice of Women pointed out
that the chief aim of Canadian for-
eign policy had become the promo-
tion of our duty-free arms exports to
the U.S. This was an important fac-
tor in government decisions to de-
loy BOMARC missiles in Canada
and to allow cruise testing.

The relatively few jobs in de-
fence industries pale in comparison
with the massive leverage that will
be given to the U.S. under Free
Trade’s extreme integration. Given
the new orientation of our economy
toour southern neighbour, to pursue
an independent course in foreign
policy would be virtually impos-
sible.

Free Trsde challenges the whole

f a distinct society. We

Refuse the Cruise!

Vancouver

On the day of each test, assemble
at 12 noon at Robson Square, fol-
lowed by a march to the American
Consulate and rally.

On the Saturday after the first
cruise test, assemble at Robson
Square for arally and entertainment
also at 12 noon.

Toronto

On the day of the first cruise test,
there will be a rally at the U.S. Con-
sulate (University, south of Dun-
das) at noon.

On the Saturday following, a
d will start at 12 noon

are less militarized than our Ameri-
can cousin, we spend less on the ab-
surdities of ‘defence’, our program-
mes of research and

at Conservative Party
headquarters (121 Richmond, east
of University) ending with arally at

Protests are also being planned
by other chapters. Phone or see the
nextissue of the ACTivist for details.

St Catharinés

On the day of the first cruise test,
assemble at 4 p.m. for arally at City
Hall (Church & James).

On the Saturday after, rally at 1
p.m. at City Hall.

Oakville

On the day of the first test, pro-
test in front of M.P. Otto Jelinek’s
office (Lakeshore & Allan) at4 p.m.

the City Hall Peace Garden.




ACT for Disarmament Coalition:
INACTION

ACT For Disarmament chapters
have continued to be active partici-
pants in the Canadian peace move-
ment. Since our last issue (July
1987) much has been done. Much
more is planned.

Our iti Hi Day

through exports of uranium to nu-
clear weapons producing states.
Canada provided the uranium which
made possible the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombs. Around 40 peace-
niks maxched in Peterborough on
Hi Day, and then joined

commerations on August 6 were
well-attended with 5 chapters par-
ticipating. Over 80 people rallied in
downtown Kitchener. Oakville ac-
tivists staged an 8:15 a.m. die-in on
August 6 and held a Nagasaki Day
vigil in the pouring rainon August9.
In StCatharines, 35 activists partici-
pated in a City Hall die-in and later
over 50 marched in protest.
Peterborough and Toronto held
demonstrations protesting Canada’s
contribution to the arms race

ACT
Chapters

ACT Hamilton/Ancaster
c/o 52 Strathcona Ave. S.
Hamilton Ont.

L8P 4H9

(416) 522 1936

ACT Kitchener-Waterloo
PO Box 1490, Stn. C
Kitchener Ont.

N2G 4P2

(519) 742 9068

ACT Niagara

PO Box 284

Main Station

St. Catharines Ont.
L2R 6T7

(416) 934 6233

ACT Oakville
PO Box 7378
Qakville Ont.
L6J 6L6

ACT Peterborough
231 Hunter St. W.
Peterborough Ont.
K9H 2L1

(705) 742 4772

ACT Toronto.
456 Spadina Ave.
Toronto Ont.
MS5T 2G8

(416) 9602228

ACT Thunder Bay
¢/o 581 McGill Cres.
Thunder Bay Ont.
P7C 5A9

(807) 577 4777

ACT Vancouver

c/o 707 E. St. James Rd.
North Vancouver B.C.
V7K 1G9

(604) 988 3740

ACT Contact in Cornwall
Sean Clifton

1308 Princess St.

Cornwall Ont.

K6J 185

with Kawartha Ploughshares in a
vigil on Nagdsaki Day, and someone
stopped the Town Clock at Artspace
at three minutes to midnight.
Toronto’s candlelight demo brought
outcloseto400activists. Atthe City
Hall rally, over 100 people crowded
the stage, arms around each others’
shoulders, swaying back and forth
while singing Give Peace a Chance.

Also in August, ACT for Disar-
mament was involved in protesting
the presence of warships in the har-
bours of Vancouver, Toronto and
Port Colborne on the Welland Ca-
nal. ACT Niagara floated mock
dead bodies near the Oliver Hazard
Perry warship and waved a large
‘Disarm the Seas’ banner. In
Toronto, several ACT members
were arrested at a TDN-organized
protest against the same ship of over
200 peaceniks. Chanting “the war-
ship is the obscenity”, the crowd
surged the police, who refused to
release the arrested activists.
Charges were later dropped. (See p.
4 for an account of the warship ac-
tions in Vancouver.)

Dear ACTivist

Re Bert Keser, Gia Lim and
Chris Reid’s article “Which Way
Forward for ACT?”, the experience
of the Cruise Missile Conversion
Project may be relevant. I initiated
the process of becoming a member
of the organization about three years
ago, in part because they were one of
the more radical peace groups
around. At that time, they had an
annual budget of $8000 to produce
the CMCP newsletter which, with
the resources available, could have
become the radical Canadian peace
journal raising discussion of the

ACT members participated in
two September conferences, the
Ontario Peace Conference in Lon-
don and the third gathering of the
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great

es.

Active Cruise Response

On October 27, the cruise missile
was launched again over Canada’s
North. ACT chapters immediately
began to mobilize public demon-
strations in protest.

In Qakville, around 20 young
activists picketed in front of cabinet
minister Otto Jelinek’s office. A
dozen members went to his upstairs
office to demand to speak to him.
After a 45 minute wait, Jelinek
phoned. He told the group to make
an appointment in future and to go
protest in Moscow. ACT Oakville
told him to demand of cabinet that
they provide more than 48 hours
notice of future cruise tests, and that
they would be honoured to protest in
Moscow if he would be so kind as to
pay the costs!

ACT Toronto responded with
two pressreleases and a 1000 poster
spree. The group convened a press
conference at City Hall, with speak-
ers Janice Alton of Voice of Women
and Peel Peacemakers, Steve Shall-
horn of Greenpeace, Eldon Comfort
of the United Church Peace Net-
work, David Kraft of the Toronto
Disarmament Network and Simon
Threlkeld of ACT for Disarmament.
All 3 major dailies, many radio sta-
tions and 3 TV siations atiended. A
rally was then held at the City Hall
Peace Gardens. A black coffin

draped in the Canadian flag was
carried to the peace flame. Many
spoke in opposition to continued
cruise testing.

Peterborough activists distrib-
uted aleafletand picketed on the day
of the test. InKmhenetr alargerally
was held on the 31" at Speakers
Corner. Arally at St Catharines City
Hall was reported extensively on
two radio stations. Peace groups
also protested in Edmonton, North
Bay and Sault Ste Marie.

Public Peace Forums

Chapters have continued doing
educational work. ACT Niagarare-

- cently convened forums on the De-

fence White Paper and on European
peace movements. More forums are

scheduled for St Kitts throughout
1988.

ACT Toronto and the Toronto
Universities Middle East Group co-
sponsored a very well attended fo-
rum with Mair Vanunu, a younger
brother of alleged Israeli nuclear spy
Mordechai Vanunu.

ACT Vancouver will be partici-
pating in Langara College’s Nuclear
Awareness Week of January 25-29.
There will be films, forums and a
peace party. A Nuclear Awareness
Week will also take place in Peter-
borough during April. Forums,
films and a rally will highlight the
week. ACT Oakville will be hosting
peace films
now inviting speakers for a series of
public forums.

A Twelve Page ACTivist?

Due to fiscal restraints and a lack
of paid subscribers, we have had to
reduce the size of the ACTivist from
12 pages to only 4. This results in a

UMMM _PEACE EDUCATIO

The Journal of European Nu-
clear Disarmament (END Journal)
is seeking subscriptions to keep up
its excellent coverage of the peace
movement in both Eastern and
Western Europe and of the escala-
tions of the arms race by both sides.
This is the premier magazine of the.

“hard’ issues (nol
roots of militarism etc) that the AC-
Tivist has begun to raise.

CMCP was at the time a multi-
issue organization and had a large
membership. Idecided not to final-
ize my membership when it became
clear that the founders of the organi-
zation — the single-issue dogma-
tists — were going to insist that the

peace and de-
serves the support of everyone con-
cerned about peace and non-
alignment. $15/year (5 issues) from
END, 11 Goodwin St, London N4
3HQ.

The Phoenix is the membership
magazine of the Canadian Alliance
in Solidarity with Native Peoples.

a single issue campaign, and fulfil
their “Christian duty” by tolling the
bell to uninterested workers at the
Litton plant about cruise missile
conversion. Today, three years
later, CMCP has officially dis-
banded. Maybe there’s a lesson in
that.

Sincerely,
Don Alexander
Peterborough Ont.

Reportsin past issues have included
uranium mining on native lands,
land claims struggles, native people
inprisons, and low-level flightsover
Innu lands in Labrador. Often it is
the native peoples who suffer the
most from the military machine.
CASNP membership: $15/year, $5
for elders, students and unem-
ployed, from CASNP, 16 Spadina
Rd, Toronto Ont. M5R 287.

saving of over $500 per issue. We
hope that you enjoy this issue. If all
of our supporters were to send us
even $1, we have the energy and

Option Paix, affiliated with the
Coalition Quebecoise pour le De-
sarmement et la Paix, is a non-
aligned voice for peace in Quebec.
Each issue focuses on a single
theme, like conversion of the mili-
tary industry to peaceful production,
militarization of native lands and
civil disobedience. $8/year (4 is-
sues) from Mouvement Option-Paix
Inc., 21 Beauchamp, Hull PQ J8X
4E7.

The October 15 issue of the
McGill Daily was a special issue on
peace and disarmament. The centre-
spread featured an article on ACT’s
forum at the Ontario peace confer-
ence last September in London.
“Independent Peace and Ecology
Movements in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe: Learning from our

material to return the paper to its
former size and improve on its qual-

7l

Counterparts” examined the situ-
ations in East Germany, Czechoslo-
vakia, Poland and the USSR.
McGill Daily, 3480 McTavish,
room B-03, Montreal PQ H3A 1X9,
phone (514) 398 6784. And thanks
to London’s Nuclear Awareness
Committee for their superb organi-
zation of the three-day conference.

A new networking bulletin for
activists East and West has started
up, called On Gogol Boulevard after
the Moscow street which has be-
come afavourite youth and counter-
culture hangout. The first (fall
1987) issue contains news from
Poland, the USSR, the USA, Yugo-
slavia, East Germany, Hungary and
Czechoslovakia. They are asking
for subscriptions and short reports
on East/West networking activities
of groups and individuals. Letters,
articles and commentary are also
welcome. $5/year (4 issues, all
cheques payable to “Aspect Foun-
dation”) from 151 First Ave #62,
New YorkNY 10003, United States,
phone (718) 499 7720.

onaregularbasisandis™



The Canadian government is
once again giving the U.S. Air Force
permission to launch cruise misiles
over Canada’s North. American B-
52 bombers will test the cruise
missile’s readiness for use in a nu-
clear war.

For the sixth conseutive year, we

An Appeal to Protest
Cruise Missile Tests in Canada

bution to the arms race.

The next series of tests can be
expected to begin in January or
February. They will likely involve
newer, more advanced types of
cruise missiles, such as the ‘Stealth
Cruise Missile’. By allowing this
new round of cruise testing, the

is greatly

in the ACT for Di coali-
tion (formerly the Against Cruise
‘Testing coalition) appeal to you, our
friends in the national and interna-
tional peace movements, w Jjoin

conmbuung to the international
arms race.

But thatis notall. The new round
of cruise tests must also be under-

with us in organizing pi
strations against the. Canadxan
government’s most blatant contri-

fNATO’s likely plans
to-compensate. for the removal of
land-based Euromissiles by the use

of sea and air-launched missiles.
Canadian cruise missile tests help to
undermine progress towards a nu-
clear free Europe and perpetuate the
division of Europe into two armed
camps. This fact alone constitutes
more thah adequate justification for
anational and international series of
actions in response.

Last winter was an inspiration,
ACT for Disarmament not only
managed to hold protests against
renewed cruise testing in several
Cindancins Weu

of European Nuclear Disarmament
(END) in London, the West German
Greens in Bonn and many others. In
spite of the scant 48 hour notice
given by the U.S. Air Force prior to
its cruise missile tests, we plan to do
much better this time around.

So we are appealing to you to
consider a public response of some
kind to the start of a new round of
cruise tests, likely in January or

February. We also hopc that you
will inform us what you

renewed cruise missile testing in
Canada.

This appeal is going out to peace
groups and activists throughout
Canada and internationally. In
Europe, responses are once again
being co-ordinated by our good
friends at END (11 Goodwin St,
LondonN4, UnitedKingdom). Here
in Canada, the Canadian Peace
Ptedge Campa:gn is organizing a

a significant series of international
protests thanks to the co-operation

mightdo, and espx y, the results.
We will report back with a short
summary of all the protests against

p of ballot
boxes on the day of the first cruise
test where people can vote for or
against the test.

Peace: Locally and Globally

Tritium Cavalcade

Peace groups throughout south-
em Ontarioare joining togetherinan
exciting new project to protest
against Ontario Hydro’s plans to
transport radioactive tritium (in the
form of tritiated water) from the
Bruce and Pickering reactor com-
plexes to Darlington. Hydro also
plans to export the tritium, which
will almost certainly find its way
into the US nuclear weapons pro-
gramme.

A car cavalcade will travel the
entire tritium transport route on Sat-
urday April 9, stopping in several
towns along the way. So far, groups
from Port Elgin, Orangeville, Tot-
tenham, York County, Toronto
(including ACT for Disarmament)
and Durham Region are involved.
Contact: Tritium Cavalcade Project
c/o Randy Dryburgh, RR#3 Conn
Ont. NOG INO, phone (519) 323

Plutonium
Overflights
Most Canadians were horrified

over the Canadian North. The
Transport Ministry has said that
Canada won’t allow these over-
flights “at present”, but has left open
the possibility of allowing them to
g0 ahead later. A petition against
plutonium overflights has been
started and other acti planned

Budapest Seminar

Following the success of the
May 7-9 Warsaw seminar organized
by Poland’s Freedom and Peace
(WlP) movement approximately

if the government decides to back
down and allow the flights. Contact:
Canadian Alliance in Solidarity
with Native Peoples, 16 SpadinaRd,
Toronto Ont. MSR 287.

Blockade at

Nanoose Bay

October 26, the 25th anniversary
of the Cuban Missile Crisis; saw the
largestever act of civil disobedience
at the Canadian Forces submarine
fest range at Nanoose Bay BC.
Eighteen people were arrested after
a blockade organized by the
Nanoose Conversion Campaign
(NCC) which shut down the base for
three and a half hours in the morn-
ing. Members of ACT for Disarma-
ment Vancouver were among those
carted away from the peaceful pro-
test.

The NCC has also been holding
weekly educational forumsand pub-
lishing its newsletter. They have
justmoved to: RR#2, Arlington Rd,
PO Box 6, Nanoose Bay BC VOR
2R0, phone (604) 468 7335. In
Toronto,;a slide show is available

to learn of an agreement concluded  from Lyle Jory (463 4681).
2 this year by the United States and
= Japan which would allow the trans-
;' port of plutonium from France to EcCOlOgy
& Japan. The dangerously radioactive :
z shipments would be done by plane Networking
- Ecological activists from across
THE ACTIVIST Toronto came together on Decs
Fall 1987 ber 5 to form the Toronto E;
October, November, December mental Alliance (TEA). A
- Volume 3, issue 4 twelve founding groups together
i e D ol e have thousands of members in
r ‘Taroes, Ontario, MST 2G8 Toronto. The Alliance is planning
: sl ol Metro-wid gns to make the
- The ACTIVIST issue. A
I mm:"& general meeung is scheduled for
\ February 20.
: - The Ontario Environment Net-
i ‘which are of importance o the peacs movement. work, a province-wide alliance of
1 ,_.._,_“.__._,,.,,_.‘_ groups, has been active for two
3 ACT Coalition ar the edirial years. It promotes environmental
5 witho activism through its newsletter,
| e, | Bl
) | recabeiptnis sy 1000 pr s ec
1 i Soadidsphchn s BES.00 o s yoe. an excellent source for news of the
é i i P Contact: Ontario
; TR e s ot s e oo e Environment Network, PO_Box
G £ ool 125, Station “P”, Toronto Ont M5
Socund Clazs Ml #6769 979,

peace, ecology and
cml rights activists from both blocs
took part in another conference the
weekend of November 21-22. This
time the event was held in Budapest,
Hungary and hoisted jointly by the
European Network for East-West
Dialogue and prominent activists in
the Hungarian democratic opposi-
tion.

The Budapest seminar, like the

one-in Warsaw, -encountered-con- -

certed efforts by the authorities to
prevent it from taking place. But
these failed, compelling Hungary’s
rulers to turn to the state-controlled
Hungarian Peace Council, which
atlcmpmd to co-opt the event. This
tacuc also failed. Finally, in a last

move, the H ian au-

Nuclear Free
Great Lakes

The Coalition for a Nuclear Free
Great Lakes, which includes groups

in eight US states, as well as Ontario
and Manitoba, recently met at Lake

Scugog in Durham Region (home to
Pk Daig

compexes). Atlastcount, there were
28 nuclear reactor complexes in the
Great Lakes basin, a single ecologi-
cal region. A disaster inany of them
would affect the entire region. The
coalition publishes a networking
newsletter and holds conferences

thorities tumed to the state-con-
trolled media. Obediently, the
media on the seminar
falsely claiming it was a conference
sanctioned by the Hungarian Peace
Council.

These official lies notwithstand-
ing, all reports indicate that the
seminar was a major success. This
demonstrated that the process of
East-West Dialogue and ‘Detente
from Below’ is continuing to move
forward in defiance of the rulers of
both military blocs and is certain to
be acentral part of peace politics for
years to come. Further information
on the Budapest seminar and the
European Network for East-West
Dialogue is available from ACT Ni-
agara,

loring the of nuclear
power amund the Great Lakes and
the links between nuclear power and
weapons. Contact: Coalition for a
Nuclear Free Great Lakes, PO Box
331, Munro Michigan 48161,
United States.

Nuclear Safety
Review

ACT Toronto participated in the
Ontario Nuclear Safety Review con-
ducted during the fall by an Ontario
government commission. Don Al-
exander of the Northumberland
County-based Human Scale Insti-
tute submitted a brief, “The Col-
lapse of Values”, on the social and
cultural effects of a nuclear disaster
at Pickering on the Durham/Peter-
borough area. A summary of his
conclusions has been printed in two
Peterborongh-area weeklies, and is
available from ACT Toronto and
ACT Peterborough.

Uranium Conference

A conference onuranium mining
in Saskatchewan is being planned
for April 22-24 in Saskatoon, the
centre of the province’s uranium
industry. Organizers include the
Saskatchewan Greens, Greenpeace
and other anti-nuclear groups. Thie

is a very important event, as the *
4, mining and export of uranium is one

of Canada’s major contributions to
the arms race. Canadais the world’s
largest uranium producer, with most
of the production being in Sas-
katchewan. The conference will be
on the same weekend as ACT for
Disarmament’s April 23 peace
march in Toronto, which will have
as one of its demands “No Uranium
Mining or Export”. Contact: Jim
Harding, 1909 Toronto St, Regina
Sask. S4P 1M9.

Peace Forums

The United Church Peace Net-
work of Metro Toronto holds regu-
lar educational forums on peace is-
sues at St Andrew’s Church, 117
Bloor StE on the third floor. Allare
on Monday nights at 7:30 pm.

Jan 11: James Anderton on
“New Zealand’s Efforts to Become

a Nuclear Free Zone” (video). Feb
8: Johann Galtung on “Defensive
Defence and an analysis of SDI”
(video). March 14: An update from
the congregations on the Kitchen
Table Peace Theology Project.
April 15: Reports from peace work-
ers in the congregations. May 21-22
(Sat & Sun): Pentecost Vigil with
Anglicans for Peace at the Church of
the Redeeemer (Bloor & Avenue
Rd). June 13: Planning for 1989.



Pier Pressure

“Thatdestroyer can’tbe carrying
nuclear weapons, the mayor said it’s
illegal”

— Private, Canadian Navy

By Susan Moore

Each year the number of U.S.
nuclear armed warships entering
Canadian ports in general, and Van-
couver in particular, increases dra-
matically. The public becomes
more complacent, the media more
comatose, and the need for direct,
non-violent action more urgent and
timely.

The policy of the U.S. Navy to
“neither confirm nor deny” the pres-
ence of nuclear weapons seems to
soothe the Canadian conscience,
and the Canadian policy of ‘neither
ask nor care’ only perpetuates the
problem.

The U.S. ships entering Vancou-
ver carry a wide variety of bombs,
including B-57 anti-submarine nu-
clear depth bombs, ASROCs, Har-
poon missiles and Standard mis-
siles. You would think that the U.S.
would have the respect to tell their
northern ‘friends’ what hazards they
may create for us; however, the
military has obviously put a lot of
thoughtinto how they can suck usin.

The American government con-
stantly tells us that by not letting us
in on their little secret, they can
prevent the Soviet Union. from
targetting the ships. Believe it or
not, Vancouver citizens buy this,
even though common sense says
that if the Soviet Union cannot find
out which ships are nuclear armed,
they will target them all. Why take
chances, right?

The peace movement in Vancou-
ver has recognized that in order to
change the ‘neither ask nor care’
thinking, we must move to a direct
action campaign to obstruct the
warships.

The first action of this kind was
taken when a large group of U.S.
frigates entered the port a few days
before the Sea festival. They were
met by two Greenpeacers who
climbed 100 feet above Lions Gate
Bridge and hung a banner which
read ‘Nuclear Free Seas’. The
climbers hung above the bridge all
night to make sure the sign was not
disturbed before the warships ar-
rived.

Two days later members of ACT
Vancouver, the Green Party and the
Nanoose Conversion Campaign
were chained to the gang-planks of
one of the nuclear-capable ships.
Our demands were simple enough.

1. We asked the U.S. Navy to
either confirm or deny the pres-
ence of nuclear weapons aboard

their ships.

2. We demanded that they
allow a citizens inspection of all
the visiting ships.

3. We called for the Canadian
government to call off its plans to
patrol the Arctic with nuclear
powered submarines.

Several days after that Green-
fcaan diak

themselves to the pier pilings in the
water at Ballantyne Pier.

All of the actions of the summer
were met with a fair degree of ani-
mosity. The anti-warship move-
ment is currently under attack here
in the west. Dan Illiington of The
Province referred to our water ac-
tions as “boring re-runs” and
showed great dxsp]easure with our

2
to the pier where two nuclear armed
frigates were trying to dock. The
consequences of that action in-
cluded several arrests and extensive
damage to the zodiaks and one po-
lice zodiak which was also crushed
by the frigate.

The final direct action of the
summer involved activists slipping
into wetsuits and actually chaining

d move 1o disar-
mament”.

Since we found ourselves being
accused of over-dramatization, we
decided to try yet another tactic. An
all-night peace vigil became a popu-
lar idea. Nanoose Conversion
Campaigncame over, and the Green
Party and Lawyers for Social Re-
sponsibility endorsed the vigil. We
were surprised that the crew of the

visiting warship didn’t endorse it!
The Ports Canada police even
helped us. The Vancouver Sun
printed avery favourable review and
a great photo. It turned out to be a
fantastic action with musical enter-
tainment, free coffee and $60 in
donations,

And so there you have it. The
whole story. What I did with my
summer vacation. The end. (and yet
only the beginning!)

The issue of warshipsin Vancou-
ver harbour will be debated at City
Council on the January 12. Local
activists hope to force Council to
take a stand on safe porting and
actively encourage the federal gov-
ernment to ban foreign warships
from Canadian ports.

- PONT WORRY ABOUT THAT
THING - ALWAYS HAPPENS WHEN
WE CATCH A suB!

Y%
k/'\JN
A

s
\\,\,/@/ZW\/SS

Evans

History of Action

ACT For Disarmament is a non-aligned coalition of
activist groups and individuals dedicated to mobilizing
Canadians against their country's deepening involvement in
the arms race. ACT began as the Against Cruise Testing
Coalition and organized some of the largest demonstrations
in Canada. It has since continued to focus on this issue as well
as broadening out as Canada's involvement in U.S. military
strategy becomes more inextricable.

But there is another side to the politics of ACT. As part of
the international ‘non-aligned peace movement, -ACT is
opposed to the militaristic policies of both superpowers and
their military blocs. We believe that peace can only be
achieved through the united efforts of people, East and West,
working independently of their govemments. ACT For
Disarmament publicly supports the right of people to
organize and work for peace, free from government
interference, be it in East Germany, Czechoslovakia, the
USSR or in repressive NATO countries such as Turkey.

In keeping with our belief that people can bring about
change, ACT concentrates much of its energies on mobilizing
people, both by building mass demonstrations and by
networking on the local and the nation-wide level. ACT
believes that sustained, highly public action is the strongest
lever we have on government policy and that demonstrations
are an effective way of expressing our view in a democratic
society.

ACT strives to reach people in all walks of life. ACT isa
coalition that includes networks of high school students and
the Fallout Shelter Collective which has involved more than
100 performing artists. There are ACT chapters in several
centres across Ontario, and in Vancouver. We anticipate
having an active presence in other parts of Canada very soon.

1983
Feb. 12th — ACT networks demonsirations across Canads and mobilizes 4,000 Tornicnians 45
ho«namruheumdhwuymlmuqumulmomwlm

parliam:
ADHl 2310 ACT orgotzed tho vl anticrise march of 25,000 In Toeonso! sl ncttinis
s lages iy of protest to dal; abost 125,000 Canadisns i over
JulyZJld—ACl'w«dunlalnmmwld:(mdU 1) reaction 1o the Cruise Testing Agreement
mgmxmxmlmhefGﬂl)qum[zStmT
Ang_an Hm:d\uley tnna\ protest.
— ACT oo ion on the

Day of Protest which again
Dec. 3rd — ACT puts m Sn\u Chus p.r-ue "Sack on Yonge St with a 1,500 person Clristmas

Dec. 166 — ACT injimes s sncl but significant Quecn's Puck protst 15 part of the sacosestl
wuuuul campaign o free independent Soviet peace activist Olga

1984

March 10th — Demonstration in se to the fint crise test s nesworked naionally. ACT had
finally won the right to march up Yonge St with

Aprl 28 — ACTs,second snnual Spring Protet sumes over 10,500 paricipacts i Tosouso it

agein promoted across Canada

Anpmﬁl.h—ACﬁmdMownHmhmD-y !thoflomuldbyfuknlmmm

ho responded 1o ACT's challenge 1 demonsirate that they really are prepared
e o

1985

Jan. 15Sth — First crise wst: Press conference and nationally publicized symbolic action at
Toronio's Peace Garden.

Jm. 19— “Sttrdey afer”mach - over 500 brave the cold.

19th — Second cruise test: nearly 200 people attend a weckday, no
they present pictures of their children to PC Pany
s coverage.

April 27th — Third Annual Protest for peace draws over 4,000,

ASE. 6h5th — ACT: Hiroshima Dey eandlclight march draws 2,500 people and is followed by a
ree day vigil

oon-hour protest at which
y headquarters resulting in

1986

Jan. 25 — 200 e miseble wealer 1o prolst the fint crise tes of 1986 at PC
uarters, then march vp Yonge St

JancFeb, — ACT Ningor s ACT Kichener-Waleroo hold protets against cie tests i

conjunction with ACT Toron

April 26th — 4,000 ,n.n A(.T Tomnml Am e Spring Protest for Peace. An musul.lly large
dammmm.lord\eﬁmune.
May 1lth — ACT. KW Modms Day March attracts 300 _people.

hnwrulnhon for peace ever held in Kitchener-Waterloo,
mmwmmmkW:mAﬂwm
Au.anm—/\cra-pmm'rmmmer-w erioo, Peterborough and uunhold
m- on the anniversaries of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings.

wolve up 1o several hundred persons in cach

Oct. 13th-19th — AL'T m‘num the hmnc East-West f:ltlvll in Toronto md u.h: M

Ontario_bringiny ecology,
et aista s oo b S e R W mmhm

part.
Nov. 26h — ACT chapies in Torome, Kitchener-Watroo and
networked BOOM. Pojet 1o, spport the mm'?mn NATO Tow
testing in

in Labrador.
Dec. 4th — ACT Toronto a public meeting with Dr. David Suzuki. Nearly450 atiend.

1987
April 25th - Fifth Annual Spring Protest for Peace.
see ACT in Action, p. 2
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